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Leadership SWFL applications open for the Class of 2023 

Now more than ever, leaders in South-
west Florida require a strong area network 
and a deep understanding of how the 
region operates to succeed. If you or a pro-
fessional you know is looking to deepen 
their understanding of the components 
that make up this region and emerge a 
stronger leader, consider applying to Lead-
ership SWFL.

Leadership SWFL is the region’s pre-

mier community immersion program ded-
icated to providing business professionals 
with a deeper understanding of the com-
munity and creating a cohort of individu-
als ready to serve as effective leaders in the 
region. Not only does the program connect 
area leaders and provide them with a 
better understanding of how the region 
works, but it educates them on how they 
can get more engaged and make a bigger 
difference in the area.

Founded in 1999, this program includes 
nine day-long sessions and an overnight 
retreat between May and December. 
Each session provides attendees with 
an in-depth look at a different aspect of 
Southwest Florida, from infrastructure to 
tourism, and more. Graduates will build 

essential relationships and foster a better 
understanding of the inner workings of 
Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.

One of my favorite parts of this program 
is how quickly it brings the class of par-
ticipants together. On the first day of the 
retreat, everyone walks in looking a little 
nervous and maybe even skeptical about 
what they’ll gain from it. But by dinner 
that night, the group is laughing, swapping 
contact information, they’re excited for the 
rest of the program and even already have 
inside jokes.

We’re constantly expanding the reach of 
our trips and tours, but some of the most 
beloved tours the class takes include a 
back-of-the-house tour of the Hyatt Regen-
cy Coconut Point Resort and Spa, a tour of 

Punta Gorda Airport and even a behind-
the-scenes look at the Bonita Springs Fire 
Control & Rescue District where partici-
pants try on gear, put out a controlled burn 
and even use the jaws of life.

If you are interested in these exclusive 
experiences, a big-picture view of our 
region and looking to grow your net-
work, I hope you’ll apply for Leadership 
SWFL’s Class of 2023. Applications to be 
considered for early acceptance are due 
Dec. 15, and are available online at www.
swflinc.com/leadership-swfl-2023. Those 
who apply before this date will be notified 
early in 2023 on their status. Don’t hesitate 
to contact Hannah Phillips, director of pro-
grams and events, at Hannah@SWFLInc.
com or 239-992-2943 with questions. ■

Tiffany ESPOSITO
P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O ,  S W F L  I n c .
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Tropical Storm Nicole packed a limited punch for the 
Sarasota-Manatee County region, as the unusual late-
season system brought rain and gusty winds across a wide 
swath of Florida Thursday. 

Compared to elsewhere in the state, the Sarasota-Manatee 
area appeared to have had minimal impacts, especially 
considering next to Hurricane Ian, which made landfall in 
Southwest Florida and crossed the peninsula in the other 
direction in late September. Several thousand customers 
lost electric power from Nicole and various areas had 
standing water on roads, but no serious damage was 
reported.  

The storm made landfall as a Category 1 hurricane early Thursday but weakened back to a tropical storm with 
winds in the 60 mph range as it moved across the state. 

The area was impacted by “tropical storm force conditions as kind of expected,” Austen Flannery, a forecaster 
with the National Weather Service in Ruskin, said. “Sarasota Bradenton International Airport for instance, we had 
a 52 mph wind gust that likely represents the highest wind speeds seen across your area there." 

As of a 1 p.m. briefing from the National Weather Service, Sarasota, Charlotte, DeSoto, Highlands and Lee 
counties were dropped from the tropical storm warning. 

The storm remained large, with a wind field 500 
miles across from southwest to northeast. The storm 
was expected to leave behind some gusty winds as it 
later crossed the Florida Panhandle and into Georgia.  

The National Weather Service gauges at Sarasota 
Bradenton International Airport recorded about 1.1 
inches of rain between 7 a.m. and about 11 a.m. 

“It’s been windy, it's been rainy and that’s been the 
main theme with the system,” he added. 

“This is obviously not as significant a storm as Hurricane Ian was,” Gov. Ron DeSantis said, before noting that 
beach erosion is a problem in some area.  

Storm surge impacted some structures along the east coast near where Nicole made landfall south of Vero Beach, 
especially in Volusia County.  

The storm also caused flash flooding in some areas, and about 3% power customers in the state were without 
power, DeSantis said.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/hurricane-tropical-storm-nicole-track-sarasota-manatee-path-weather-damage/8315821001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/2022/11/10/hurricane-nicole-damage-florida-daytona-vero-beach-tiktok-instagram-twitter/8323183001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/2022/11/10/hurricane-nicole-damage-florida-daytona-vero-beach-tiktok-instagram-twitter/8323183001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/11/09/how-big-tropical-storm-nicole-texas-alaska-hurricane-landfall-florida/8313749001/


“Impacts have been basically what’s been expected,” the governor added.  

DeSantis said 17,000 utility line workers were on standby waiting for the storm to pass so they can restore 
electricity. The state also mobilized 600 National Guardsmen to help with recovery, and 250 crews from the 
Florida Department of Transportation to inspect and clear roadways and bridges.  

“We’re ready and we have resources to respond to 
whatever post storm needs may arise,” DeSantis said.  

The weather service's Flannery said that forecasters 
expected a chance for 1 to 3 feet of storm surge along 
the west coast as the system exited, that too is 
anticipated to be minor and seen in areas that are 
typically flood prone. 

“Away from the water, otherwise, we’ve kind of 
peaked,” he added. “There’s definitely still some rain 
bands pushing through. It could still be windy at times 
but we've likely seen the worst of the wind and the 
rain.” 

The Little Manatee River was still projected to hit minor flood stage, Flannery said but while levels of both the 
Peace River and Horse Creek are being monitored, neither of those were in danger of approaching flood stage. 

The Myakka River was never projected to reach flood stage at Myakka River State Park. 

“Thankfully more water didn’t fall in those areas, still reeling from Ian in a lot of ways,” Flannery said. 

He added that projected rainfall for the region is no more than the level of a significant afternoon thunderstorm. 

Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota counties lost power because of Nicole 

More than 23,400 people in Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota counties lost power because of Nicole.  

Florida Power & Light reported that 5,340 Manatee County customers were without power as of 1 p.m. which 
accounts for about 2.7% of FPL customers in the county. Another 284 Peace River Electric Cooperative 
customers were reportedly without power too. 

In Sarasota County, Florida Power & Light's outage map reported 7,910 Sarasota County customers without 
power as of 1 p.m. Thursday. 

The outages accounted for about 2.8% of FPL customers in the county. 

In Charlotte County, roughly 9,900 Florida Power & Light  accounts lost power at some point, with 9,010 
restored and 840 without power as of 11 a.m. 

Hurricane Ian debris cleanup was suspended in anticipation of the impacts of Nicole, though most municipalities 
maintained regular trash pickups. 

In the city of Bradenton and Manatee County trash pickup schedules were pushed back a day, with Thursday 
routes serviced Friday and Friday routes serviced Saturday. 

Some parks and government offices closed Thursday for Nicole. All will be closed Friday in observance of 
Veterans Day. 



Manatee County impacts 

No major flooding was reported in Manatee County, though the storm caused some traffic lights to stop 
functioning, prompting public safety officials to remind drivers to treat any intersections where traffic signals are 
not working as a four-way stop.  

The Manatee County Area Transit service, Myakka City Community Center and county parks were closed 
Thursday but will reopen Friday, while Manatee County Public Libraries reopen Saturday. 

The Florida Highway Patrol has closed the Sunshine Skyway bridge between Manatee and Pinellas counties due 
to high winds of about 50 mph Thursday morning with the bridge schedule to remain closed until winds subside 
to a safe level.  

Sarasota County impacts 

North Port, which got pummeled by Hurricane 
Ian, showed some signs of strain from Nicole 
early Thursday afternoon. Rain pelted tarped 
roofs and basketball hoops were down, likely in 
preparation for the storm. Some street signs 
were still on the ground, perhaps left over from 
Ian, but Nicole’s winds moved branches on 
trees like the ones that had fallen over 
completely during the September storm.  

Although the city’s main thoroughfares looked 
intact, the Country Club Ridge neighborhood 
near Pine Park was in bad shape. Debris from 
home damage that happened during Ian sat in 
front of nearly every house and got soaked as 
rain continued to fall. 

North Port spokesman Jason Bartolone said there had been no storm-related issues reported to the city. 

“They were expecting less than two inches of rain within city limits. 

Nevertheless, the city opened up a self-serve sandbag station Wednesday and public works employees have been 
busy cleaning debris from Hurricane Ian out of the 81 miles of canals and waterways. 

“We prepare for the worst and hope for the best and hopefully there’s nothing else to worry about with this 
system,” Bartolone said. 

North Port paused its storm debris collection, which is planned to resume after the system passes. 

Solid waste pickup will continue as scheduled. 

North Port city and other facilities remained open though the George Mullen Activity Center and Morgan Family 
Community Center will have a delayed opening at noon. 

The fitness centers will be open, but all instructor led fitness classes, rentals and programs are canceled. 

The North Port Aquatic Center and athletic fields will be closed. 

The city of Venice Public Works department closed the walkway along the South Jetty at Humphris Par Thursday 
morning because of the weather and city fountains have been shut down. 

Storm debris pickup paused Wednesday morning and is expected to resume Friday. 



Venice trash and recycling pickups will ran as usual on Thursday. 

Sarasota County Area Transit services were suspended Thursday but scheduled to resume Friday. 

City of Sarasota recreation and cultural arts facilities will be open Friday. 

Impacts in Charlotte County 

Charlotte County experienced rainfall between 1.5 and 2 inches west of Interstate 75 and 2.5 and 3 inches of rain 
east of I-75, according to an email from spokesman Brian Gleason. 

Maximum sustained winds were reported in the mid-20 mph range with wind gusts up to 35 mph reported at 
Punta Gorda Airport overnight. 

Less than an inch of rainfall was anticipated through Thursday, with winds slowing to the mid-to-high teens, then 
single digit after dark. 

No flooding or road closures were reported. 

Tarps installed on roofs in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian largely held up, Gleason noted, with the exception of 
tarps secured by sandbags. 

Charlotte County staff was assessing county facilities Thursday for damage or water intrusion. 

The Charlotte County landfill was scheduled to reopen Friday, with waste and recycling will resume Friday for 
Thursday customers. 

Four individuals checked into the Ann and Chuck Dever shelter  in Charlotte County overnight. 

East Coast impacts after landfall 

Nicole had maximum sustained winds of 75 mph just south of Vero Beach at about 3 a.m. Thursday, according to 
the National Hurricane center. 

The storm caused severe beach erosion overnight Wednesday along the Treasure Coast, with flooding, down trees 
and powerlines. 

It caused similar beach erosion in Brevard County to the north, though no major damage was reported at Port 
Canaveral, according to Florida Today, with officials planning a full inspection once the storm passed. 

In Volusia County, officials received reports of a partial collapse of a single-family home on the coast in Daytona 
Beach Shores, according to the Daytona Beach News Journal. 

In Flagler County, wave action from Tropical Storm Nicole eroded sand dunes along the beachfront highway 
A1A, in front of the Topaz Motel in Flagler Beach, according to the News Journal. 

A1A was also blocked by storm surge in the St. Augustine Area, according to the Florida Times-Union, while 
storm surge was causing flooding along St. Augustine and Jacksonville area beaches. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/sarasota-manatee-felt-impacts-nicole-tropical-storm-strength/8319843001/  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/sarasota-manatee-felt-impacts-nicole-tropical-storm-strength/8319843001/
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5:20  p.m. update I Area couple shares storm experience 

Anna and Bill Kopfhamer weren’t home during Hurricane Ian. The couple, who have lived in North Port’s 
Country Club Ridge since 1996, came back home from Anna’s grandmother’s 100th birthday celebration up north 
to find their home flooded with about nine inches of water and a few shingles missing from the roof.  

So when Bill heard Tropical Storm Nicole was heading towards Florida after forming in the Atlantic Ocean, he 
wasn’t super worried. 

“Tropical storm?” he said on Thursday, before blowing a dismissive raspberry. “I mean we’ve never left for a 
hurricane, and all her friends up north said, ‘Aren’t you glad you’re up here?’ Yes and no. We would rather have 
been here, but we were safe up there.” 

On Thursday, as Nicole made its way through the state, Anna and Bill were shoveling debris from McKibben 
Drive back onto the sidewalk, so it wouldn’t clog up the gutters and – God forbid – create more standing water, as 
the neighborhood had after Ian.  

Anna said when she heard Nicole had formed, she was worried about the wind more than anything. Debris could 
have gone flying from one of the “mounds” of piles in front of her house, she said, which would have set back 
home repairs. More than a month after Ian, massive piles of debris are still in front of almost every home in 
Country Club Ridge. Remediation work was taking place at the Kopfhamer home on Thursday, so any further 
damage would set them back. 

Luckily, though, Nicole passed through without much of a trace.  

Clearing debris from the streets in the middle of a Tropical Storm isn’t necessarily a glamorous job, but Anna said 
she was enjoying it on Thursday. It was actually therapeutic, she said – she’s currently processing the recent death 
of the same grandmother who turned 100 close to Hurricane Ian. Her grandmother died just 20 days after her 
100th birthday.  

“We had a wonderful celebration for her 100th, those memories will always be in my heart, and it was time,” she 
said. “I was asking God to take her because I didn’t want her to suffer.” 

 
 
 
 
  



4  p.m. update I Sunshine Skyway reopened 

The Florida Highway Patrol says the Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge has reopened. The bridge was closed for several 
hours Thursday due to strong wind and expected conditions 
from Tropical Storm Nicole.  

12:45  p.m. update I Tropical storm warning 
discontinued 

A tropical storm warning has been discontinued for the 
coastline in Sarasota County south of the middle of 
Longboat Key as Tropical Storm Nicole continues to move 
past the area. That means tropical storm conditions are no 
longer expected in the area. A warning remained in effect 
Thursday afternoon for areas in Manatee County north of 
the middle of Longboat Key. 

Power outages in Sarasota-Manatee 

Power outages in Sarasota County were up to 7,910 as of 1 p.m., which accounts for about 2.8% of Florida Power 
& Light customers in the county. Manatee County power outages were up to 5,340 or about 2.7% of FPL 
customers in the county. 

For North Port, Nicole's rain dampens what Ian damaged 

North Port, which got pummeled by Hurricane Ian, showed some signs of strain from Nicole early Thursday 
afternoon. Rain pelted tarped roofs, and basketball hoops were down, likely in preparation for the storm. Some 
street signs were still on the ground, probably left over from Ian, but Nicole’s winds moved branches on trees like 
the ones that had fallen over completely during the September storm. 

Although the city’s main drags looked pretty intact, the Country Club Ridge neighborhood near Pine Park was in 
bad shape. Debris from home damage that happened during Ian sat in front of nearly every house and got soaked 
as rain continued to fall. 

 12 p.m. update | In Sarasota-Manatee, winds of 30 mph and 1.1 inches of rain 

The National Weather Service gauges at 
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport 
recorded about 1.1 inches of rain between 7 
a.m. and about 11 a.m. Winds of nearly 30 mph 
were still being recorded near 11 a.m., with a 
gust of 39 mph. 

In Charlotte County, which was hard hit by 
Hurricane Ian, residents saw rainfall between 
1.5 and 2 inches west of Interstate 75 and 2.5 
and 3 inches of rain east of I-75, according to 
an email from spokesman Brian Gleason. 
Maximum sustained winds were reported in the 
mid-20 mph range with wind gusts up to 35 
mph reported at Punta Gorda Airport 
overnight. 

Tarps installed on roofs in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian have largely held up, Gleason noted, with the exception 
of tarps secured by sandbags. 
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10 a.m. update I Storm forces outages in Manatee 

No major flooding has been reported in Manatee County, but the storm has caused some street lights to stop 
functioning.  

Public safety officials remind drivers to treat any intersections where traffic signals are not working as a four-way 
stop.  

Florida Power & Light has reported that 1,250 Manatee County customers are without power as of 9 a.m., as are 
284 Peace River Electric Cooperative customers, according to each company. 

The county’s animal welfare shelters will have a delayed opening and will issue an update on social media when 
they open.  

9:15 a.m. update I More county, city closures 

Sarasota County buildings, such as libraries 
and the county administration center, are 
open on Thursday, according to a video 
update from the county. The Parks, 
Recreation and Natural Resources 
department canceled outdoor and athletic 
field reservations for Thursday. 

Sarasota County Area Transit services have 
been suspended and will resume on Friday. 
The city of Sarasota's Bay Runner trolley 
isn't running on Thursday either. Hurricane 
Ian debris collection was suspended in 
unincorporated Sarasota County and the 
city of Sarasota. 

All Sarasota County government offices, including libraries, recreation centers, and the Florida Department of 
Health office, will be closed on Friday in observance of Veterans Day. City of Sarasota administrative offices will 
also be closed on Friday, but city recreation and cultural arts facilities will be open. To view the hours for those 
facilities on Friday, view this news release.  

9 a.m. update I Venice, South County closures 

The city of Venice Public Works department closed the walkway along the South Jetty at Humphris Par on 
Thursday morning because of the weather and city fountains have been shut down. 

Stormwater engineers are assessing flows through city stormwater outfalls. 

While the Venice Emergency Operations Center is actively monitoring Tropical Storm Nicole, Venice City Hall 
and other city facilities remain open Thursday. 

Storm debris pickup paused Wednesday morning and is expected to resume Friday. Venice trash and recycling 
pickups will run as usual on Thursday. 

The monthly City Bicycle Ride scheduled for Thursday has been canceled. 

The city of North Port paused its storm debris collection, which is planned to resume after the system passes. 

Solid waste pickup will continue as scheduled. 

https://www.sarasotafl.gov/Home/Components/News/News/3002/


North Port city and other facilities remain open, though the George Mullen Activity Center and Morgan Family 
Community Center will have a delayed opening at noon. 

The fitness centers will be open, but all instructor-led fitness classes, rentals, and programs are canceled. 

The North Port Aquatic Center and athletic fields will be closed. 

8 a.m. update I Rainfall totals, wind speed reports 

The National Weather Service's gauges at the Sarasota Bradenton International Airport were reporting sustained 
winds of about 25 mph and gusts to 40 mph this morning, with heavy rain. An early gust to 46 mph was reported 
at the airport. About an inch of rain had been reported there from about midnight to 7 a.m. this morning. 

The highest rain totals in the region reported so far from the storm over the last 24 hours is just under 3 inches in 
central Highlands County. 

Tampa Bay and coastal beaches north of Charlotte Harbor will see tides from 1 to 3 feet above normal from 
Thursday afternoon through Friday as winds come onshore, according to the Weather Service. 

Conditions will improve from south to north throughout the day. Tropical storm force winds should depart 
Charlotte County by late morning, Sarasota County in the early afternoon and Manatee County in the afternoon. 

All rivers are forecast to remain below or just below flood stage throughout the weekend. 

A high risk of respiratory irritation from red tide is possible for some beaches in Manatee, Sarasota and Charlotte 
counties. 

The Weather Service said  Nicole is moving west by northwest at 14 miles per hour and remains a large storm 
with a tropical storm wind field 600 miles across, from the southwest to the northeast. The eye wall is forecast to 
reach the Nature Coast, north of Tampa Bay around noon then curve up the Big Bend into Georgia around 
midnight. 

7:30 a.m. update I Manatee County closures and advisories 

Manatee County officials have announced several closures related to the storm. 

Many government offices, the clerk of court and Manatee County schools are closed on Thursday and will remain 
closed Friday in observance of Veterans Day.  

The county announced that the landfill will also be closed on Thursday. As a result, Manatee County and city of 
Bradenton announced that trash collection will be delayed by one day. Thursday's routes will be picked up on 
Friday, and Friday's routes will be picked up Saturday. 

Bradenton City Hall remains open Thursday during regular hours despite the tropical storm, but officials 
encourage residents to be cautious before traveling if inclement weather becomes hazardous locally. City hall will 
close Friday in observance of Veterans Day. 

The Manatee County Area Transit service, Myakka City Community Center and county parks are also closed 
Thursday but will reopen Friday, while Manatee County Public Libraries reopen Saturday. 

The Florida Department of Health in Manatee County also announced plans to close Thursday and Friday. 

DOH-Manatee officials issued a reminder to residents Wednesday evening to review statewide boil water 
notices, to never drive through flooded areas, and to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning by placing generators 
outdoors and at least 20 feet away from windows. 

https://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/boil-water-notices/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_source=floridahealth.gov&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=newsroom&utm_content=article&url_trace_7f2r5y6=https://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2022/11/20221108-nicoles-landfall.pr.html
https://www.floridahealth.gov/environmental-health/drinking-water/boil-water-notices/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_source=floridahealth.gov&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=newsroom&utm_content=article&url_trace_7f2r5y6=https://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2022/11/20221108-nicoles-landfall.pr.html


7 a.m. update I Sunshine Skyway bridge closed  

The Florida Highway Patrol has closed the Sunshine Skyway 
bridge between Manatee and Pinellas counties due to high 
winds of about 50 mph. The bridge will remain closed until 
winds subside to a safe level. Motorists are urged to seek 
alternate routes. 

The National Weather Service in Ruskin said that West Central 
and Southwest Florida were starting to see the peak wind and 
rain impacts as of about 7 a.m. Consistent 50-60 mph winds 
have been reported around the Tampa Bay area.  

Power outages hit area 

Florida Power & Light was reporting that 2340 customers were 
without power in Sarasota County and 1010 in Manatee County 
as of 7 a.m. Thursday. 

6:30 a.m. Wind, rain hit Sarasota, Manatee 

Sarasota and Manatee counties, along with much of 
the Florida coastline, remained under Tropical 
Storm Warnings Thursday morning, as the center of 
Hurricane Nicole continued to travel closer after 
making landfall overnight near Vero Beach. 

The storm made landfall as a hurricane with 
sustained winds of about 75 mph. Tropical storm 
force winds and rain are forecast in the Sarasota-
Manatee area today as Nicole is predicted to pass to 
our north. The storm has a large wind field, so 
weather effects are felt far from the center.  

Nicole quickly weakened into a tropical storm, with 
maximum sustained winds now at 60 mph, as of the 
latest advisory from the Hurricane Center. 

The National Weather Service in Ruskin said new rainfall amounts of 1 to 2 inches of rain were possible in 
Sarasota today. Tonight, there was a 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms.  
 
Social media posts from around Florida showed Nicole's effects, mainly on the East Coast, where beach erosion 
worsening the effects of Hurricane Ian, and flooding were the big concerns. 
 
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/hurricane-tropical-storm-nicole-track-sarasota-manatee-path-weather-
damage/8315821001/  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/11/10/hurricane-nicole-landfall-vero-beach-florida-impacts-track-storm-path/69634042007/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/11/10/treasure-coast-takes-direct-hit-hurricane-nicole-damage-flooding/8319853001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/hurricane-tropical-storm-nicole-track-sarasota-manatee-path-weather-damage/8315821001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/11/10/hurricane-tropical-storm-nicole-track-sarasota-manatee-path-weather-damage/8315821001/


 

 

 
 The area saw “minimal damage” from 
Nicole, according to officials. 

Hurricane Nicole arrived in Florida as a 
Category 1 hurricane. After several hours, it 
slowed down to return to tropical storm 
status.  

Nicole’s effects on the west coast of the 
state were relatively light. 

Charlotte County Public Schools, Sarasota 
County Schools and the School District of 
DeSoto County were all closed Thursday due to the storm. 

All three districts also plan to re-open for school on Friday. 

Throughout the region, about 10,000 homes experienced some sort of power outage for a limited period of time. 

About 2,700 FPL customers were out of power 
early Thursday after lines went down between 
Venice and Wellen Park, with a total of about 
5,000 out of power in Sarasota County during the 
day. At the height of issues, about 9,000 had lost 
power in the county. Less than 1,000 had lost 
power during the storm in DeSoto County. 

Charlotte County estimated that up to 9,900 FPL 
customers lost power during the storm in the 
county, with roughly 9,010 being restored by 
11a.m. on Thursday.  

As of 4:30 p.m., 1,400 remained without power in 
Sarasota County; 180 remained without power in 
Charlotte County and 60 remained without power 
in DeSoto County. 

Florida Power & Light estimated that 280,000 
customers had their power restored in the wake of 
Tropical Storm Nicole. As of Thursday afternoon, 
there were approximately 150,000 customers still 
without power in impacted areas. 

https://www.yourcharlotteschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=9370&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=54911&PageID=9
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page/5193
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/Page/5193
https://www.desotoschools.com/apps/news/article/1685701


“I know many Floridians are fatigued with 
Hurricane Ian six weeks ago, and now 
Hurricane Nicole,” FPL CEO/Chairman Eric 
Silagy said. “We have a plan in place. We train 
for it, we drill for it.” 

Charlotte County Communications Manager 
Brian Gleason told The Daily Sun there were 
minimal reports of wind-borne debris as of 
Thursday. 

“County staff will be assessing facilities today 
for any damage or water intrusion,” Gleason 
said. 

County spokespeople also added that four 
people checked into to the Ann and Chuck 
Dever shelter overnight. 

Sarasota County officials told The Daily Sun 
there were no reports of heavy damage from the 
county’s Public Works or Utilities departments. 

“Teams will continue to evaluate throughout the day,” Media Relations Officer Sara Nealeigh said. 

Officials estimated that Charlotte County received under 2 inches of rain between Wednesday afternoon and 
Thursday morning, with another inch of rainfall expected by the end of the day. 

Maximum sustained winds were recorded in the “mid-20s” mph overnight at the Punta Gorda Airport, with gusts 
reaching 35 mph at points. 

Charlotte County offices were closed Thursday, due 
to the storm, and Friday, in honor of Veterans Day. 

Mini-transfer stations and debris drop-off sites will 
be closed Friday and reopen Saturday. The landfill 
will reopen Friday and waste and recycling will 
resume Friday for Thursday customers. 

Due to Nicole, debris collection operations in the 
unincorporated area of Sarasota County were 
suspended. 

Public debris drop-off sites were closed, and debris 
collection operations and public drop-off sites 
remained closed through Thursday. 

Weather permitting, debris collection and public 
drop-off sites in Sarasota County plan to resume 
operation on Friday. 

Garbage, recycling and yard waste pickup for 
unincorporated Sarasota County, however, will 
continue as scheduled. 

Sarasota County Transit services were closed for Thursday out of “an abundance of caution and desire to ensure 
the safety of drivers and passengers,” according to county staff. 
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Sarasota County Transit bus, SCATPlus, OnDemand and the Siesta Key Breeze trolley services will resume 
normal operations on Friday. 

Sarasota County offices will be closed Friday in observance of Veterans Day. 

The Disaster Recovery Center at Shannon Staub Library will be closed through Friday. 

https://www.yoursun.com/weather/officials-about-3-000-out-of-power-during-storm/article_dd31ae7e-6105-11ed-90cd-8b4921ba7f58.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/weather/officials-about-3-000-out-of-power-during-storm/article_dd31ae7e-6105-11ed-90cd-8b4921ba7f58.html
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Tropical Storm Nicole packed a limited punch for the Sarasota-Manatee Coun-
ty region, as the unusual late-season system brought rain and gusty winds across
a wide swath of Florida Thursday.

Compared to elsewhere in the state, the Sarasota-Manatee area appeared to
have had minimal impacts, especially compared to Hurricane Ian, which made
landfall in Southwest Florida and crossed the peninsula in the other direction in
late September. Several thousand customers lost electric power from Nicole and
various areas had standing water on roads, but no serious damage was reported.

Nicole impact limited
Tropical storm delivers rain, gusty winds 
Earle Kimel Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See NICOLE, Page 8A
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The storm made landfall as a Catego-
ry 1 hurricane early Thursday but weak-
ened back to a tropical storm with winds
in the 60 mph range as it moved across
the state.

The area was impacted by “tropical
storm force conditions as kind of ex-
pected,” Austen Flannery, a forecaster
with the National Weather Service in
Ruskin, said. “Sarasota Bradenton In-
ternational Airport for instance, we had
a 52 mph wind gust that likely repre-
sents the highest wind speeds seen
across your area there."

As of a 1 p.m. briefing from the Na-
tional Weather Service, Sarasota, Char-
lotte, DeSoto, Highlands and Lee coun-
ties were dropped from the tropical
storm warning.

The storm remained large, with a
wind field 500 miles across from south-
west to northeast. The storm was ex-
pected to leave behind some gusty
winds as it later crossed the Florida
Panhandle and into Georgia.

The National Weather Service
gauges at Sarasota Bradenton Interna-
tional Airport recorded about 1.1 inches
of rain between 7 a.m. and about 11 a.m.

“It’s been windy, it's been rainy and
that’s been the main theme with the
system,” he added.

“This is obviously not as significant a
storm as Hurricane Ian was,” Gov. Ron
DeSantis said, before noting that beach
erosion is a problem in some area. 

Storm surge impacted some struc-
tures along the east coast near where
Nicole made landfall south of Vero
Beach, especially in Volusia County. 

The storm also caused flash flooding
in some areas, and about 3% power cus-
tomers in the state were without power,
DeSantis said. 

“Impacts have been basically what’s
been expected,” the governor added. 

DeSantis said 17,000 utility line
workers were on standby waiting for the
storm to pass so they can restore elec-
tricity. The state also mobilized 600 Na-
tional Guardsmen to help with recovery,
and 250 crews from the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation to inspect and
clear roadways and bridges. 

“We’re ready and we have resources
to respond to whatever post storm
needs may arise,” DeSantis said. 

The weather service's Flannery said

that forecasters expected a chance for 1
to 3 feet of storm surge along the west
coast as the system exited, that too is
anticipated to be minor and seen in
areas that are typically flood prone.

“Away from the water, otherwise,
we’ve kind of peaked,” he added.
“There’s definitely still some rain bands
pushing through. It could still be windy
at times but we've likely seen the worst
of the wind and the rain.”

The Little Manatee River was still
projected to hit minor flood stage, Flan-
nery said but while levels of both the
Peace River and Horse Creek are being
monitored, neither of those were in dan-
ger of approaching flood stage.

The Myakka River was never project-
ed to reach flood stage at Myakka River
State Park.

“Thankfully more water didn’t fall in
those areas, still reeling from Ian in a lot
of ways,” Flannery said.

He added that projected rainfall for
the region is no more than the level of a
significant afternoon thunderstorm.

More than 23,400 people in Char-
lotte, Manatee and Sarasota counties
lost power because of Nicole. 

Florida Power & Light reported that
5,340 Manatee County customers were
without power as of 1 p.m. which ac-
counts for about 2.7% of FPL customers
in the county. Another 284 Peace River
Electric Cooperative customers were re-
portedly without power too.

In Sarasota County, Florida Power &
Light's outage map reported 7,910 Sara-
sota County customers without power
as of 1 p.m. Thursday.

The outages accounted for about
2.8% of FPL customers in the county.

In Charlotte County, roughly 9,900
Florida Power & Light accounts lost
power at some point, with 9,010 re-
stored and 840 without power as of 11
a.m.

Hurricane Ian debris cleanup was
suspended in anticipation of the im-
pacts of Nicole, though most municipal-
ities maintained regular trash pickups.

In the city of Bradenton and Manatee
County trash pickup schedules were
pushed back a day, with Thursday
routes serviced Friday and Friday routes
serviced Saturday.

Some parks and government offices
closed Thursday for Nicole. All will be
closed Friday in observance of Veterans
Day.

Manatee County impacts

No major flooding was reported in
Manatee County, though the storm
caused some traffic lights to stop func-
tioning, prompting public safety offi-
cials to remind drivers to treat any in-
tersections where traffic signals are not
working as a four-way stop. 

The Manatee County Area Transit ser-
vice, Myakka City Community Center

and county parks were closed Thursday
but will reopen Friday, while Manatee
County Public Libraries reopen Saturday.

The Florida Highway Patrol has
closed the Sunshine Skyway bridge be-
tween Manatee and Pinellas counties
due to high winds of about 50 mph
Thursday morning with the bridge
schedule to remain closed until winds
subside to a safe level. 

Sarasota County impacts

North Port, which got pummeled by
Hurricane Ian, showed some signs of
strain from Nicole early Thursday after-
noon. Rain pelted tarped roofs and bas-
ketball hoops were down, likely in prep-
aration for the storm. Some street signs
were still on the ground, perhaps left
over from Ian, but Nicole’s winds moved
branches on trees like the ones that had
fallen over completely during the Sep-
tember storm. 

Although the city’s main thorough-
fares looked intact, the Country Club
Ridge neighborhood near Pine Park was
in bad shape. Debris from home damage
that happened during Ian sat in front of
nearly every house and got soaked as
rain continued to fall.

North Port spokesman Jason Barto-
lone said there had been no storm-relat-
ed issues reported to the city.

“They were expecting less than two
inches of rain within city limits.

Nevertheless, the city opened up a
self-serve sandbag station Wednesday
and public works employees have been
busy cleaning debris from Hurricane
Ian out of the 81 miles of canals and wa-
terways.

“We prepare for the worst and hope
for the best and hopefully there’s noth-
ing else to worry about with this sys-
tem,” Bartolone said.

North Port paused its storm debris
collection, which is planned to resume
after the system passes.

Solid waste pickup will continue as
scheduled.

North Port city and other facilities re-
mained open though the George Mullen
Activity Center and Morgan Family
Community Center will have a delayed
opening at noon.

The fitness centers will be open, but
all instructor led fitness classes, rentals
and programs are canceled.

The North Port Aquatic Center and
athletic fields will be closed.

Nicole
Continued from Page 1A

Continued on next page

A driver secures a kayak as winds from Tropical Storm Nicole whip the palm trees
at Bird Key Park along the John Ringling Causeway in Sarasota on Thursday.
MIKE LANG/HERALD-TRIBUNE
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The city of Venice Public Works de-
partment closed the walkway along the
South Jetty at Humphris Par Thursday
morning because of the weather and
city fountains have been shut down.

Storm debris pickup paused
Wednesday morning and is expected to
resume Friday.

Venice trash and recycling pickups
will ran as usual on Thursday.

Sarasota County Area Transit ser-
vices were suspended Thursday but
scheduled to resume Friday.

City of Sarasota recreation and cul-
tural arts facilities will be open Friday.

Impacts in Charlotte County

Charlotte County experienced rain-
fall between 1.5 and 2 inches west of In-
terstate 75 and 2.5 and 3 inches of rain
east of I-75, according to an email from
spokesman Brian Gleason.

Maximum sustained winds were re-
ported in the mid-20 mph range with
wind gusts up to 35 mph reported at
Punta Gorda Airport overnight.

Less than an inch of rainfall was an-
ticipated through Thursday, with winds
slowing to the mid-to-high teens, then
single digit after dark.

No flooding or road closures were re-
ported.

Tarps installed on roofs in the after-
math of Hurricane Ian largely held up,
Gleason noted, with the exception of
tarps secured by sandbags.

Charlotte County staff was assessing
county facilities Thursday for damage
or water intrusion.

The Charlotte County landfill was

scheduled to reopen Friday, with waste
and recycling will resume Friday for
Thursday customers.

Four individuals checked into the
Ann and Chuck Dever shelter in Char-
lotte County overnight.

East Coast impacts after landfall

Nicole had maximum sustained
winds of 75 mph just south of Vero
Beach at about 3 a.m. Thursday, accord-
ing to the National Hurricane center.

The storm caused severe beach ero-
sion overnight Wednesday along the
Treasure Coast, with flooding, down
trees and powerlines.

It caused similar beach erosion in
Brevard County to the north, though no
major damage was reported at Port Ca-
naveral, according to Florida Today,
with officials planning a full inspection
once the storm passed.

In Volusia County, officials received
reports of a partial collapse of a single-
family home on the coast in Daytona
Beach Shores, according to the Daytona
Beach News Journal.

In Flagler County, wave action from
Tropical Storm Nicole eroded sand
dunes along the beachfront highway
A1A, in front of the Topaz Motel in Fla-
gler Beach, according to the News Jour-
nal.

A1A was also blocked by storm surge
in the St. Augustine Area, according to
the Florida Times-Union, while storm
surge was causing flooding along St. Au-
gustine and Jacksonville area beaches.

Herald-Tribune staff writers Zac An-
derson, Laura Finaldi, Jesse Mendoza,
Anne Snabes and Steven Walker con-
tributed to this report 

Blowing sand and rain from Tropical Storm Nicole obscure the view at Lido Beach
in Sarasota on Thursday. MIKE LANG/HERALD-TRIBUNE

Continued from previous page
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PUNTA GORDA — The future of the 
Charlotte County Motorsports Park could be 
determined Thursday when two bidders pitch 
plans to the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority.  

It could become a festival grounds or a track 
for bike or motocross races, depending on 
which bid is accepted.  

Smugglers Event Management and MotoBros 
LLC submitted bids to lease the 24-acre 
property that's part of Punta Gorda Airport's 
non-aeronautical inventory.  

The property is currently occupied by the 4-17 Southern Speedway. Its lease ends in December and was denied an 
extension. 

Smugglers Event Management is part of Smugglers Enterprises, which owns Captain's Table, Harpoon Harry's 
and Laishley Crab House, along with Laishley Marine, an engineering and design firm, and other businesses. 

MotoBros LLC operates a motorized bike track in Okeechobee. Owner Jason Marra wants to expand his business 
and have a family oriented track on the Gulf Coast. 

The Airport Authority asked Southern Speedway officials to submit a new lease proposal, but it is excluded from 
the Nov. 17 agenda. 

Janet Gentry, who co-owns Southern Speedway with her husband Joseph Gentry, confirmed they submitted a new 
proposal. 

The Gentrys took over the 25-year-old Charlotte County Speedway in 2015 and quickly made improvements. 

Their lease extension was denied after it was discovered that under FAA regulations, the Airport Authority must 
receive fair value for the land, which is valued at $2.10 per square foot for 8 or more acres. 

The acreage leased by Southern Speedway is valued at $2,238,417.72. If the proposed rent submitted is calculated 
by 8% of value, it would be $179,073.42 annually for the first five years, or $14,922.78 for a monthly lease rate. 

The Gentrys had been paying $3,327 monthly, plus expenses. Janet Gentry had feared that others "with deep 
pockets" would outbid them. 

The Thursday meeting agenda discusses the situation. 

"While the current tenant, 4-17 Southern Speedway, submitted a sound proposal for three out of four of the 
evaluation criteria, its proposed rent structure fell approximately 66% below the fair market value of the land," the 
agenda states. The Gentrys "did not include any proposed capital improvements in their proposal." 

Airport Authority commissioners are expected to decide who will get the lease. 
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Kelly Evans and Jerry Cleffi, representing Smugglers Event Management, will make a Powerpoint presentation, 
Evans said. 

"We're proposing building a festival ground," she said. 

Previously, Smugglers hosted festivals on the City Marketplace lot in Punta Gorda.  

Evans spoke about Smugglers' plans, geared toward making the grounds a destination. 

In addition to festivals, Smugglers also hoped "to expand and do concerts, craft shows, and partner with different 
community agencies." 

She said the company would revamp the property and build infrastructure to include concession stands, a ticket 
booth, a bar and dining area. 

"We would be interested in additional acreage if we're selected," she said. 

According to the Nov. 17 agenda, Smugglers' proposal earmarked adjacent areas for possible additional parking, 
but didn't include the acreage in their proposed rent proposal. 

The Airport Authority has an additional 75 acres of unimproved developable land available adjacent to and 
surrounding the parcel up for lease.  

If MotoBros is chosen as the winning bidder, Marra said he would create "more of a family" facility. 

"One-hundred percent of our focus is on families," Marra said. 

Marra said he was interested in additional acreage, if chosen. MotoBros' proposal includes leasing an additional 7 
acres for a total of 31.47 acres. 

He said his three young children enjoy the sport of racing motocross and bikes. 

His Okechobee track "is known as the best track in Florida," he said. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/bidders-to-present-plans-for-racetrack/article_3a7d387a-612c-11ed-8a88-1f6b3723ac2c.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/bidders-to-present-plans-for-racetrack/article_3a7d387a-612c-11ed-8a88-1f6b3723ac2c.html


 

 
 

 
PORT CHARLOTTE — At least one member of the Charlotte County Commission wants residents and visitors 
to enjoy public parks, beaches and boat ramps free of parking fees. 

“I had floated a while back just making parking no charge,” 
Commissioner Joseph Tiseo said after after watching a slide 
presentation proposing a gated entry to the Englewood 
Beach Parking lot.  

Tommy Scott, director of community services for the 
county, had been asked at an earlier meeting to propose 
alternate plans for parking at Englewood Beach. Currently, 
people can pay using a smart phone app when they get to the 
beach, or buy a pass from the county. 

His presentation showed the cost of installing a gated entry 
similar to the one used at Punta Gorda Airport. 

During a county workshop Tuesday, Scott presented two options: one costing $75,000 for equipment and 
installation, and $675,000 for engineering and construction; and the second option costing $175,000 for 
equipment and installation, and $675,000 for engineering and construction. 

The first option would cost $4,000 a month; the second would require a $400 annual server license. 

All parking operations use the ParkMobile app for payment or require a parking pass, which is favored by boat 
owners using the county’s boat ramps, staff reported. 

Scott said some were having difficulty using the apps, which came into use during the pandemic when the pay-by-
space parking stations were eliminated. 

“I appreciate the presentation and some of the options here,” Tiseo said to Scott. “(But) I had floated a while back 
just making the parking no charge … prior to 1992, that’s how it was done.” 

Tiseo said he didn’t know why “the expenses that are generated from the beach can’t be part of the budget like 
other parks that don’t charge parking fees and are just built into the budget.” 

He said making parking free would eliminate “a lot of issues with managing this new type of parking thing. It’s 
mechanical and it’s going to take maintenance, as you said.” 

Tiseo said software updates and other expenses would be involved, as pointed out by Scott. 

“I just think our taxpayers have supported us so much in beach renourishment,” Tiseo said. “Everybody pays for 
that — everybody in the county.” 

He said there’s a contribution from people closest to the water and some $2 million from people east of the 
Myakka River. 
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“Everybody’s paying into the beach. It’s a common element for everybody and it’s not exclusive for certain 
people. Anybody can go to that beach.” 

“I don’t want to nickel and dime them anymore for parking. They’re paying for these amenities. They’ve given us 
the sales tax to build these parks.” 

Tiseo said the county entices people to come to Charlotte County which is a boating community “and then we 
charge them to use their boat. I just think we’re past that.” 

He also said taxpayers “have helped us so much in meeting our capital needs.” 

Tiseo said the board should “move in the direction of no parking fees.” 

Scott said there are user fees for community services, and that while the parking fees don’t cover all of the 
expenses, they do provide a part of the funding. 

Tiseo said exemptions would be paying for pavilion use and facility fees for personal events. 

As an example, Tiseo pointed out that the splash pad at McGuire Park costs the county $1 million, yet there is no 
fee to use it. 

Scott asked Tiseo whether he meant to waive fees just at Englewood Beach, and Tiseo answered, “I’m not going 
to discriminate from one park to the next.” 

Should the BOCC decide to eliminate parking fees, areas that would be free along with Englewood Beach would 
include: Placida boat ramp, Ainger Creek boat ramp, El Jobean boat ramp, Lemon Bay Sunrise Rotary Park, Port 
Charlotte Beach, Spring Lake Park and Harbour Heights Park. 

In 2022, the above yielded $164,086.50 in net revenues, while parking passes of three-months, six-months along 
with annual passes brought in $136,681.95. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/commissioner-beach-parking-should-be-free/article_d8a84f42-650c-11ed-a628-d362b7d17015.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/commissioner-beach-parking-should-be-free/article_d8a84f42-650c-11ed-a628-d362b7d17015.html


PUNTA GORDA – Tickets go on sale soon for the return of the 41st Florida International Air Show next year, 
headlined by the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds. 

The air show is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 4 and 5, 2023.  

After taking a year off for runway construction at 
Punta Gorda Airport, the show will return to the 
venue with a new runway and a new Flight Based 
Operations Center, a news release stated. 

"It takes a small army to organize and run the 
weekend," FIAS Board of Directors President 
Denise Dull. "We have a very dedicated and loyal 
volunteer base in the community, folks who have 
given a lot of their time and talents for many years 
in creating a very well respected and appreciated 
event." 

Dull said many people are involved in the process. 

"The board is just a small representation of the many organizations and groups of people who come together each 
year and make things run smoothly," Dull said. 

Early ticket sales will begin Friday, Nov. 25, and run until Dec. 31. For more information, 
visit https://www.floridaairshow.com/tickets. 

The nonprofit air show is also looking for volunteers to help with the event. Anyone interested can visit 
floridaairshow.com, which will be updated with positions and commitments needed, according to a news release. 

Organizers expect about 40,000 people to attend the two-day event. 

Over the years, the air show has raised more than $3 million for local charities and nonprofit groups. 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/2023-florida-international-air-show-tickets-to-go-on-sale/article_979aef72-65cb-11ed-9b85-036c38dc4a19.html 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/tickets
http://floridaairshow.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/2023-florida-international-air-show-tickets-to-go-on-sale/article_979aef72-65cb-11ed-9b85-036c38dc4a19.html
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PUNTA GORDA - The Punta Gorda Airport Authority voted 3-2 on Thursday to award a bid to Smugglers Event 
Management for a proposed lease agreement on airport property currently occupied by the 4-17 Southern 
Speedway.  

The proposal is for a multi-use facility 
for car and boat shows, concerts, 
corporate events, parties and festivals. 

Airport staff has been directed to work 
out details of Smugglers' proposal, 
which includes an estimated $500,000 
or more in repairs. 

If the lease agreement doesn't work out, 
the bid would go to MotoBros, which 
promised to keep the speedway. 

Current speedway employees would go 
to work for MotoBros. 

The board offered the idea of using space elsewhere on the airport property for the MotoBros property, but its 
owner declined, saying the speedway land was ideal for both the cars and motocross activities and family fun. 

The agreement will be brought back to the board for final approval. 

This is a developing story. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/smugglers-tapped-to-take-over-speedway-property/article_5c51216a-6694-11ed-a5b5-cff9f219b00c.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/smugglers-tapped-to-take-over-speedway-property/article_5c51216a-6694-11ed-a5b5-cff9f219b00c.html
clipper
Highlight



PUNTA GORDA — Bruce Laishley leaned forward and patted his general manager on the back seconds after 
hearing Smugglers had received the bid for a proposed a multi-use event center on airport property. 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority voted 
3-2 — with Kathleen Coppola and Robert
Hancik dissenting — Thursday to negotiate a
proposed lease agreement for $14,922 a month
with Smugglers Event Management, co-owned
by Laishley.

The board heard proposals from Jerry Cleffi, 
general manager of Smugglers, and Jason 
Marra of MotoBros. Both said they would hold 
family events in the space. They also wanted 
an area for RV storage. 

Cleffi said the space was not a “concert venue” but would have concerts and much more, including car, boat and 
trade shows, festivals, private parties, bounce house activities, and corporate events. The proposal includes more 
than $500,000 in repairs. There would be containers used as a box office. Some of the elements from the existing 
speedway will be “repurposed,” Cleffi said. 

Kelly Evans, vice president of marketing for 
Smugglers Event Management, said the parent 
company has had roots in the area for 40 
years. For 15 years, Smugglers held a redfish 
tournament. They’ve donated to Habitat for 
Humanity, Center for Abuse and Rape 
Emergencies and the Boys & Girls Clubs. 

 “We built Lashley Crab House in Punta 
Gorda,” she said. “Our roots are here. We 
donate about $300,000 annually to the area.” 

Evans said the city marketplace in Punta Gorda is slated for new development, so they can’t do a multi-use center 
there anymore. 

“We believe we have the best use of the (airport) property,” she told the authority members. 

In his proposal, Marra of MotoBros said he would keep the existing speedway and hire its employees as a part of 
the transition. He would add motocross race tracks for children and family events. He showed the board a $5 
million facility in Okeechobee that he saved from development. 

The contract with the speedway’s current occupants, 4-17 Southern Speedway, is ending. The authority was told 
federal regulations prevent it from renting the property for less than fair-market value to non-aviation businesses, 
which the speedway owners could not afford. 

Immediately after hearing the proposals, Airport Authority member Vanessa Oliver made a motion to award the 
bid to Smugglers. 
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She and other members said Bruce Laishley, owner of Smugglers’ Lashley’s Crab House, does a lot for the 
community, including the July 4th fireworks. She said she liked Laishley’s “long history and commitment” to the 
community. 

Coppola said both proposals were worthy, 
however, she liked the MotoBros idea 
because it was something to do for families. 
Several people sent in public comment 
supporting the MotoBros proposal. 

“I have a 6-year-old grandson who would 
love being out there on that track,” she said, 
adding there’s room for both proposals. “I am 
a fan of the speedway.” 

Hancik said he liked that the old speedway would remain in the MotoBros proposal. He said he listened to the 
public comments about how the operators also contributed to the community and provided family fun for the 
region. 

The board said while the bid was offered to Smugglers, if it falls through, MotoBros would be notified. They also 
said there is additional space at the airport campus that might be a good fit for their proposal. However, Marra 
declined, saying the speedway property is ideal to retrofit for motocross racing. 

Airport staff and Smugglers has 90 days to create an agreement. It will be brought back to the board for final 
approval. Smugglers may come back and ask for additional acreage for parking. 

Coppola said she was concerned with the 
number of people she saw in the 
photographic example of a concert at the 
proposed venue. She wanted to know if 
the road could handle the traffic and if 
there’s enough parking. The board was 
told more answers were coming in the 
proposed lease agreement. 

After the meeting, Laishley said he 
remembers when the speedway was a 
fairground. He said it’s going to be a lot 
of work revamping the speedway, but 
looks forward to it. 

In other business, members learned the airport’s flight patterns are returning to their 2021 positions. 

There was $13,000 donated to seven airport employees most impacted by Hurricane Ian. 

October operations were down, namely because airport operations were shut down for a week after the storm. 

During the meeting, five-year employee Amelia Mendoza was honored for her work as a custodian at the airport. 
Her boss, Beth Pardel, said Mendoza always smiles and is dedicated to her job. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/smugglers-wins-bid-for-airport-proposal/article_ca5b2bda-6683-11ed-9d0a-9b020584c538.html  
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — There are more than 100 temporary trailers staged near the Punta Gorda Airport to help 
those impacted by Hurricane Ian—but there’s no word on when they’ll be distributed. 

Charlotte County officials said the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) is using the open field 
off of Piper Road as a staging area. But residents want to know when they’ll receive the help. 

Loraine Lynch lives in the Bay Palms Park mobile home community that was hit hard by Ian. She’s been leading 
the cleanup there. Lynch said a few residents have been forced to leave their unlivable homes, and they could 
have used one of the temporary trailers if they arrived in time. 

“Those mobile homes.. there’s so many people that need them,” said Lynch. 

In addition to the FDEM trailers off of Piper Rd., 2,500 trailers from Governor Ron DeSantis’ trailer program are 
staged at an undisclosed location in the state. 
 
https://abc-7.com/news/local/charlotte-county/2022/11/17/charlotte-county-residents-grow-anxious-as-officials-figure-out-temporary-trailer-distribution/  

https://abc-7.com/news/local/charlotte-county/2022/11/17/charlotte-county-residents-grow-anxious-as-officials-figure-out-temporary-trailer-distribution/
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — There are more than 100 temporary trailers staged near the Punta Gorda Airport to help 
those impacted by Hurricane Ian—but there’s no word on when they’ll be distributed. 

Charlotte County officials said the Florida 
Division of Emergency Management 
(FDEM) is using the open field off of Piper 
Road as a staging area. But residents want 
to know when they’ll receive the help.  

Loraine Lynch lives in the Bay Palms Park 
mobile home community that was hit hard 
by Ian. She’s been leading the cleanup 
there. Lynch said a few residents have been 
forced to leave their unlivable homes, and 
they could have used one of the temporary 
trailers if they arrived in time. 

“Those mobile homes.. there’s so many people that need them,” said Lynch. 

In addition to the FDEM trailers off of Piper Rd., 2,500 trailers from Governor Ron DeSantis’ trailer program are 
staged at an undisclosed location in the state. 
 
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/charlotte-county/2022/11/17/charlotte-county-residents-grow-anxious-as-officials-figure-out-temporary-trailer-distribution/  

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/charlotte-county/2022/11/17/charlotte-county-residents-grow-anxious-as-officials-figure-out-temporary-trailer-distribution/
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 | HERALDTRIBUNE.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 

On the day before Thanksgiving in
2019, 4,325 outbound seats were
booked at Sarasota Bradenton Inter-
national Airport.

In 2022, two and a half years after
COVID-19 kicked off a wave of popula-
tion growth for Southwest Florida, the
airport has 9,364 outbound seats
booked for the same time of year.

The local airport will once again
punch above its weight during the
Thanksgiving travel week, traditional-
ly one of the busiest every year. Ac-
cording to the annual forecast from
AAA, more than 2.9 million Floridians
will travel 50 miles or more for
Thanksgiving, a 2% increase over last
year, but roughly the same as in 2019. 

This year, an estimated 2,685,826
Floridians will travel by car, 203,255
will fly, and 47,438 will use other
modes of transportation, according to
AAA. Even with economic pressures
like inflation, travel spending is the
highest it has been since the start of
the pandemic, Debbie Haas, vice
president of travel for AAA - The Auto
Club Group, said in a statement. 

“AAA expects busy roads and long
lines at the airport, so leave early and
be flexible with your travel plans,” she
said. 

Although the number of outbound
seats at Sarasota Bradenton airport is
up by 4.4% this year compared to 2021
for the week of Thanksgiving, the total
number of departing flights is down by
10%. This is because airlines are using
fewer regional jets, and more mainline
jets, airport president and CEO Rick
Piccolo said. 

Holiday
travel out 
of region
will be busy
Airports brace for
Thanksgiving crush

Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TRAVEL, Page 2A
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The airport has eight parking lots
with a total of 4,500 spaces available
for Thanksgiving week, including a dis-
count holiday lot where parking is $5
per day and open for entry Nov. 21-23.
The discount lot is at 8101 N. Tamiami
Trail, just north of the terminal, and
travelers can access SRQ by a shuttle. 

In addition to its regular long- and
short-term parking lots, SRQ also has
shade and overflow ramp parking and
several overflow lots, Piccolo said. Over
the next few years, the airport will un-
dergo a major expansion of its terminal,
parking structures, transportation fa-
cilities and more to accommodate its
rapid growth. 

The Punta Gorda Airport in Char-
lotte County has 59 flights the day be-
fore Thanksgiving – 30 in and 29 out,
Kaley Miller, director of marketing and

communications, said. The airport
added 1,000 new parking spaces in
March 2021, and if the paved parking is
full, travelers can park on the grass,
which will be ready for that if need be,
she said. 

Travelers should show up two hours
before their flight is scheduled to leave,
Miller said, especially in the mornings,
when eight to 10 planes have to leave
within the span of a few hours. The air-
port will have food trucks outside for
hungry passengers, and those who want
to get there really early can watch the
planes load and unload from a new junc-
tion bar that opened almost a year ago.

Punta Gorda Airport was on track to
break its passenger traffic record of 1.64
million passengers this year, a status
set 2019. Hurricane Ian threw that off a
bit, though.

“We’re not sure if we’re going to beat
the record or not, but it will be closely
aligned with 2019 numbers. We’re hop-
ing to be about that level of 1.6” million,
she said.

It’s going to be a busy Thanksgiving travel week at Sarasota Bradenton
International Airport. MIKE LANG/HERALD-TRIBUNE

Travel
Continued from Page 1A
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SARASOTA, Fla. (WWSB) - It’s the biggest travel week of the year and ABC7 is keeping an eye on local 
airports as people travel the country to celebrate Thanksgiving with friends and family.  

So far, no major problems have been reported. 
You may see some delays as you head out. Make 
sure to check your flight status before you head to 
airport. 

Check your status at SRQ Airport here. 

Check your status at Tampa International 
Airport here. 

Check your status at St. Pete/Clearwater here. 

Check your status at Punta Gorda Airport here. 

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2022/11/21/keeping-an-eye-skies-ahead-thanksgiving-travel/  

https://flysrq.com/arrivals
https://www.tampaairport.com/flight-status
https://fly2pie.com/flights-and-airlines/arrivals-and-departures
https://www.flypgd.com/arrivals/
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2022/11/21/keeping-an-eye-skies-ahead-thanksgiving-travel/
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On the day before Thanksgiving in 2019, 4,325 outbound seats were booked at Sarasota Bradenton International 
Airport. 

In 2022, two and a half years after COVID-19 
kicked off a wave of population growth 
for Southwest Florida, the airport has 9,364 
outbound seats booked for the same time of 
year.  

The local airport will once again punch above 
its weight during the Thanksgiving travel week, 
traditionally one of the busiest every year. 
According to the annual forecast from AAA, 
more than 2.9 million Floridians will travel 50 
miles or more for Thanksgiving, a 2% increase 
over last year, but roughly the same as in 2019.  

This year, an estimated 2,685,826 Floridians will travel by car, 203,255 will fly and 47,438 will use other modes 
of transportation, according to AAA. Even with economic pressures like inflation, travel spending is the highest it 
has been since the start of the pandemic, Debbie Haas, vice president of travel for AAA - The Auto Club Group, 
said in a statement.  

"AAA expects busy roads and long lines at the airport, so leave early and be flexible with your travel plans," she 
said.  

In case you missed it: Major expansion planned at Sarasota Bradenton airport 

Although the number of outbound seats at Sarasota Bradenton airport is up by 4.4% this year compared to 2021 
for the week of Thanksgiving, the total number of departing flights is down by 10%. This is because airlines are 
using fewer regional jets, and more mainline jets, airport president and CEO Rick Piccolo said.  

The airport has eight parking lots with a total of 4,500 spaces available for Thanksgiving week, including a 
discount holiday lot where parking is $5 per day and open for entry Nov. 21-23. The discount lot is at 8101 N. 
Tamiami Trail, just north of the terminal, and travelers can access SRQ by a shuttle.  

In addition to its regular long- and short-term parking lots, SRQ also has shade and overflow ramp parking and 
several overflow lots, Piccolo said. Over the next few years, the airport will undergo a major expansion of its 
terminal, parking structures, transportation facilities and more to accommodate its rapid growth.  

The Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County has 59 flights the day before Thanksgiving -- 30 in and 29 out, 
Kaley Miller, director of marketing and communications, said. The airport added 1,000 new parking spaces in 
March 2021, and if the paved parking is full, travelers can park on the grass, which will be ready for that if need 
be, she said.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/11/10/avelo-start-service-srq-sarasota-bradenton-airport-florida-raleigh-durham-nc/8323246001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/11/10/avelo-start-service-srq-sarasota-bradenton-airport-florida-raleigh-durham-nc/8323246001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/10/14/tourism-efforts-resume-sarasota-manatee-florida-after-hurricane-ian/8166914001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/20/sarasota-bradenton-airport-expanding-terminal-restaurants-transportation/8182681002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/31/charlotte-harbor-sunseeker-resort-resumes-construction-after-hurricane-ian/10650631002/


Travelers should show up two hours before their flight is scheduled to leave, Miller said, especially in the 
mornings, when eight to 10 planes have to leave within the span of a few hours. The airport will have food trucks 
outside for hungry passengers, and those who want to get there really early can watch the planes load and unload 
from a new junction bar that opened almost a year ago.  

Punta Gorda Airport was on track to break its passenger traffic record of 1.64 million passengers this year, a 
status set 2019. Hurricane Ian threw that off a bit, though. 

"We're not sure if we’re going to beat the record or not, but it will be closely aligned with 2019 numbers. We’re 
hoping to be about that level of 1.6" million, she said.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/11/21/busy-thanksgiving-travel-expected-out-sarasota-manatee/8294352001/  
 
 
 
 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/04/ian-allegiant-air-resumes-service-charlotte-county-airport/8175793001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/11/21/busy-thanksgiving-travel-expected-out-sarasota-manatee/8294352001/
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THIS WEEK’S

SAVE THE DATE

U.S. AIR FORCE THUNDERBIRDS TO HEADLINE 41ST FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW
The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds will headline the return of the 41st Florida International Air Show 

Nov. 4-5, 2023, at the Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Ticket sales will kick 

off just in time for holiday gift giving. Early ticket specials will begin Nov. 25 and run until Dec. 31. 

Tickets can be purchased at www.floridaairshow.com/tickets.

SUN FILE PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

The United States Air Force Thunderbirds perform a practice demonstration Nov. 1, 
2019, at Charlotte County Airport in preparation for their weekend performances at 
the Florida International Air Show. 

The Daily  Sun |  www.yoursun.com WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 202222  
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Local News

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Insufficient parking, too-tall 
buildings and increased traffic.

These are just some concerns 
of  residents who attended 
a recent presentation of  
Fishermen’s Village $50 million 
proposal.

Fishermen’s Village 
Executive Vice President Patti 
Allen and Stearns Weaver 

Miller law firm planning 
director Tina Ekblad explained 
there’s nothing proposed 
outside of  the law or environ-
mental permitting standards.

The project will follow re-
quirements of  the Punta Gorda 
Planning Commission and 
Punta Gorda City Council, they 
said, noting it is in a “conceptu-
al” stage.

“Whatever the City Council 
says to us to develop this prop-
erty, that’s what we are going 
to do,” Allen said. “If  they say 
we need more parking, we will 
add it.”

She said Fishermen’s Village 
is changing with the times. 
It’s going to be developed over 
five to 10 years and in several 
phases potentially beginning 

with a proposed 220-room hotel 
with retail shops on the ground 
floor and parking.

“We have seen a great influx 
of  people come to Florida,” 
Allen said. “They want to vaca-
tion by the water, go shopping 
and sip a piña colada. We know 
this area isn’t going to look the 
same in 10 years. We have made 
improvements to Fishermen’s 
Village, which was built in the 
1970s.”

Also proposed is a 144-unit 
condo building with two floors 
and parking, a 70-unit work-
force/professional housing with 
parking.

There are also 60 units with 
structured parking, 16 unit 
townhomes with parking at 

Fishermen’s Village plan adds hotel, retail, green space
Project could add 

to city’s tax base, 

but some are 

objecting

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

A proposed hotel is planned by Fishermen’s Village which 
would include shopping on the bottom floor and additional 
parking.SEE PROJECT, 3B

PAGE 1B
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ground level and the units 
above. Fishermen’s Village is 
proposing a redesign of  Shreve 
Street and additional parking 
and revised access to West 
Retta Esplanade. In total, the 
project would add 1,603 parking 
spaces and 335 units. Allen 
said there’s also more room for 
green space and bike space.

“If  the city were to say we 
want you to have more green-
space on site, we will do it,” 
Allen said.

Fishermen’s Village plans to 
ask to deviate from the city’s 
height limits for the hotel. 
It would be 100 feet tall, the 
condo building would be 73 feet 
tall and the smaller buildings 
would be 53 feet tall. The town-
homes would be 50 feet tall.

Allen said Fishermen’s 
Village is working with 
Sunseeker to provide a water 
taxi that would also go to 
Laishley Park by the fall. 
Fishermen’s Village would also 

provide transportation from the 
Punta Gorda Airport to bring 
guests to the hotel and other 
units.

Allen said there are also oth-
er connectivity plans so guests 
can spend time in downtown 
Punta Gorda.

“People will want to get on 
one of  those yellow bikes or 
enjoy the Harbor Walk, dining 
and shopping and all we have to 
offer,” Allen said. “This project 
is going to add commercial 
dollars to the overall tax base. 
It brings value to Punta Gorda.”

Some residents said the park-
ing still didn’t sound sufficient.

Allen said the mall has a 
designated number of  parking 
spaces. She said shoppers don’t 
all leave the parking lot at the 
same time. They come and 
go. She said it’s the same with 
Fishermen’s Village. She said 
it’s going to be challenging 
during construction, however, 
Fishermen’s Village manage-
ment is aware of  parking needs 
in that area.

“It is a delicate balance for 
the future,” she said. “We will 

have to go to the water manage-
ment district and the city for 
permitting.”

Former Mayor Harvey 
Goldberg, who served in office 
after Hurricane Charley hit 
Punta Gorda in 2004, spoke 
during the meeting. He said 
there is a workforce housing 
shortage.

“A lot of  builders want to 
build estate homes and don’t 
want to make workforce 
housing at a price point people 
can afford,” he said. “After 
Hurricane Charley (in 2004) 
hit Punta Gorda, there were 
226 businesses that never came 
back or renewed their business 
license. Before Charley there 
was a 75% residential taxpayer 
base and a 25% commercial 
tax base. Currently it’s 90% 
residential and 10% commer-
cial. The residential community 
is supporting the majority of  
the tax base. This is one reason 
why the Fishermen’s Village 
project is vital to us.”

Some residents said they 
didn’t like hearing the presen-
tation before the Punta Gorda 

Planning Commission is 1 p.m. 
Dec. 20. Some said they would 
be out of  town for the holidays 
and wanted the date changed. 
The City Council will hear the 
proposal in January.

Ekblad, with Stearns Weaver 
Miller law firm representing 
Fishermen’s Village, said 
Fishermen’s Village had no 
control over scheduling the city 
meetings. She said anyone can 
write letters in advance to the 
Planning Commission or City 
Council.

Someone asked Harpoon 
Harry’s restaurant and the 
Captain’s Table, but Allen said 
she couldn’t comment on it.

Still some said they wanted 
to see the massive expansion 
project scaled back.

“I moved here from 
Michigan,” Lynda Jarrold said 
after the meeting. “When a 
developer wanted a high-rise 
development, we challenged it. 
It went before the voters. We 
voted it down. It was proposed 
a second time and people again 
voted against it. I would like to 
see that happen here. I think 

they (Fishermen’s Village) 
should have to follow the 
zoning and code and not ask for 
special exceptions.”

Ekblad said proposed devel-
opments are allowed to ask for 
deviations.

Resident Karen Engberg said 
she loves the proposal, which 
can be viewed on the Punta 
Gorda Planning Commission 
backup material for the upcom-
ing meeting.

“The one thing we really 
have going for us in this project 
is that the land is owned by 
one person,” she said. “Can 
you imagine if  there were five 
owners and they were trying 
to do all of  this? I work at 
Fishermen’s Village. I know 
there’s going to be some pain 
during construction, but it’s 
going to be so nice once it’s 
built.”

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

PROJECT
FROM PAGE 1B
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OUR VIEW

Fishermen’s Village plans are solid
OUR POSITION: The plans to 
make Fishermen’s Village 
an even more attractive 
destination are exciting.

The recent presentation 
by Fishermen’s Village 
brass of  their $50 million 

expansion plans were expected 
to attract some negativity. 
Surprisingly, there was 
almost no protest by the 
public over the planned 
addition of  a 220-room hotel, 
144-unit condo building with
two floors and parking and a
70-unit workforce/professional
housing with parking.

Tall buildings and increased 
traffic are two bogeymen 
that normally raise strong 
objections from the “leave my 
city alone” crowd.

And, while we’re sure there 
will be some voices of  protest 
before — and after — ground 
is broken on the project, it 

appears Fishermen’s Village 
leadership is ahead of  the 
curve.

Perhaps the past experience 
trying to move out of  its 
initial footprint and redoing 
the condos over the main 
retail area were enlightening. 
Whatever the reason, this 
project is being presented 
as not only a boost to Punta 
Gorda’s economy but a city-
friendly, “we’ll work with you” 
event.

And that’s what we like most 
about it.

First of  all, Fishermen’s 
Village owns the land and its 
plans barely exceed anything 
currently denied under city 
codes or environmental 
standards.

Secondly, Fishville 
leadership and the law firm are 
open about the fact the early 
plans are only conceptual and 
they said they would work 

with the city to alleviate any 
concerns about the impact on 
quality of  life. This approach, 
rather than a hard-line, makes 
us confident the project will 
come to fruition and be a boon 
to the city.

Evidence of  that aura 
of  cooperation came when 
Executive Vice President Patti 
Allen said: “Whatever the City 
Council says to us to develop 
this property, that’s what we 
are going to do. If  they say we 
need more parking, we will add 
it.”

The plans include a 144-unit 
condo building with two 
floors and parking and a 
70-unit workforce/professional
housing facility with parking.
This is a proactive, well-
thought-out approach more
and more projects/businesses
are using to fight the housing
crunch for employees and to
provide much-needed parking.

According to The Daily Sun 
story, the build-out would 
add 1,603 parking spaces and 
335 units.

Fishermen’s Village will ask 
to deviate from the city’s height 
limits for the 100-foot-tall hotel 
while the condo building would 
be 73 feet tall and the smaller 
buildings 53 feet tall, according 
to The Daily Sun story. The 
townhomes would be 50 feet 
tall.

Fishville planners are 
smart inasmuch as they want 
their project to be inclusive 
for anyone visiting the area. 
The time is near when a 
location such as the current 
Fishermen’s Village will be an 
afterthought for visitors.

That’s why they are planning 
features like a water taxi 
between Laishley Park and 
Sunseeker on the opposite 
shore. And, taking a page from 
the Sunseeker blueprint, they 

will provide transportation 
from the Punta Gorda Airport 
to their hotel and other 
amenities.

The Punta Gorda Planning 
Commission will hear the 
plan at 1 p.m. Dec. 20. The City 
Council will hear the proposal 
in January. Anyone who has a 
comment but can’t attend can 
write letters in advance to the 
Planning Commission or City 
Council.

We like this bold plan and 
are encouraged Fishermen’s 
Village owners have considered 
the challenges involved — 
especially during construction 
— to bring this plan to fruition. 
If  they are consistent with the 
transparency of  their plans 
and continue to work with 
the city, the result will be a 
destination that can help Punta 
Gorda compete for tourism 
dollars with Sunseeker and 
Englewood Beach.

PUBLISHER
Glen Nickerson
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Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) today announced the 
company, in partnership with the American Red 
Cross, will sponsor a month-long nationwide blood 
drive to assist with recovery efforts in the wake of 
Hurricane Ian. 

The campaign, called "Together We Give," starts today and runs through Nov. 30 at local Red Cross 
chapters across the nation. Click here to sign up to donate. Florida is an integral part of Allegiant's 
network, as are the families who live and work in those communities. In addition to serving 10 airports 
throughout the state, Allegiant is building Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor, near Punta Gorda 
Airport. The community was among the hardest hit by the storm. Other Allegiant communities impacted 
by the storm include St. Pete-Clearwater, Orlando-Sanford, Sarasota Bradenton, Key West and 
Jacksonville. 

Through partnering with the American Red Cross, Allegiant employees, customers, and their families will 
have a variety of ways to support relief efforts in the region and engage in life-saving blood donations. 

"Our hearts are with everyone grappling with the destruction carved out by Hurricane Ian," said John 
Redmond, Allegiant's CEO. "In the wake of a storm, first responders, volunteers and individuals around 
the country step up to help. We hear stories first-hand from our team members of the disaster relief 
initiatives, so we wanted to provide help in the most impactful way. We hope through this partnership that 
travelers nationwide will be inclined to find a local blood drive and donate." 

Allegiant has long partnered with the American Red Cross to assist communities impacted by natural 
disasters and crises. Last month, the airline gave $100,000 in support of the nonprofit's relief efforts in the 
wake of Hurricane Ian. Over the years, Allegiant has raised or donated hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to the American Red Cross. 

In an effort to encourage participants to engage with the American Red Cross in a way that works best for 
them, Allegiant's nationwide blood drive will take on a three-pronged approach: 

• Blood Link - Blood Link is a Red Cross virtual blood drive platform that brings donors together 
across geographic or blood drive locations to accomplish a shared collection goal. Allegiant has 
set a collection goal of 1,500 donations. One blood donor can impact three or more recipients. 
Click here to schedule an appointment to give blood and save lives. 

• Become a Volunteer – Allegiant recognizes some individuals may not qualify to donate blood and 
encourage them to volunteer with a local chapter of the Red Cross. One way to help is to become 
a volunteer blood donor ambassador at Red Cross blood drives. Blood donor ambassadors help 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=692772897&u=http%3A%2F%2Frcblood.org%2F3DyWeGT&a=here
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=692772897&u=http%3A%2F%2Frcblood.org%2F3DyWeGT&a=here
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greet, check-in and thank blood donors to ensure they have a positive donation experience. If 
interested, please visit this site. 

• Allegiant Giving Site - Monetary donations are the most efficient way to make a difference 
immediately. For that reason, Allegiant and the American Red Cross activated a "microsite," an 
online platform for disaster relief donations. To donate, please visit HERE. 

Anyone affected by Hurricane Ian needing a safe place to go can find information for open Red 
Cross shelters on redcross.org, the Red Cross emergency app or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (800-733-
2767). 

Allegiant – Together We FlyTM 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its 
heart, focused on connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 
1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation 
destinations with all-nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today, Allegiant's fleet serves 
communities across the nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average domestic roundtrip 
ticket. For more information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, is available 
at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF 

Media Contact 
Phone: 702-800-2020 
Email: mediarelations@allegiantair.com 

View original content to download multimedia: 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-partners-with-american-red-cross-to-sponsor-
nationwide-blood-drive-301664130.html 

https://www.wflx.com/prnewswire/2022/11/01/allegiant-partners-with-american-red-cross-sponsor-nationwide-blood-drive/  

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=2350683595&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org%2Fvolunteer%2Fvolunteer-opportunities%2Fblood-donor-ambassador.html&a=site
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=3480099075&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3664803-1%26h%3D1961925325%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.redcross.org%252Fdonate%252Fcm%252Fallegiantair-pub.html%252F%26a%3DHERE&a=HERE
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=727985072&u=http%3A%2F%2Fredcross.org%2F&a=redcross.org
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3694675-1&h=3293931105&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3008513-1%26h%3D3830454561%26u%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fgofly.us%252FiiFa303wrtF%26a%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fgofly.us%252FiiFa303wrtF&a=http%3A%2F%2Fgofly.us%2FiiFa303wrtF
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Allegiant Travel Co.’s Florida resort project sustained $35 million in damages from Hurricane Ian, after 
cranes fell on the project and water got in, the company said.  

The Las Vegas-based airline on Wednesday 
reported a net loss of $46.5 million for the 
three months ended Sept. 30, compared with 
a $39.3 million profit during the same 
period last year. 

The company said in a news release that it 
incurred a $35 million “special charge” 
related to property damages at its under-
construction Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor project in southwest Florida, a 
region that was devastated by widespread 
flooding and destruction from Hurricane Ian 
in late September. 

The resort “survived” the storm but suffered damage from “falling cranes” and “water intrusion,” 
President and CEO John Redmond said on a conference call with analysts Wednesday. 

He said the company believes all storm damages to the project are fully insured, and its insurance carriers 
put the initial estimated damages at $35 million. The amount is subject to change after “further 
assessment and understanding of impacted supply chains,” Redmond added. 

He also noted Sunseeker’s expected opening was delayed by roughly 90 days, with its debut now 
scheduled for Sept. 1, 2023. 

Sunseeker, which is being built along the Peace River in Port Charlotte, is slated to feature 500 hotel 
rooms and more than 180 extended-stay suites, as well as bars, restaurants and conference space. 

Greg Anderson, Allegiant’s chief financial officer, said on the call that more than 550 employees live in 
and around Port Charlotte and nearby Punta Gorda. All were “safe and accounted for, although the 
recovery for many of them continues,” he said. 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-pushes-back-florida-resorts-debut-after-hurricane-devastates-area-2654859/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-air-has-expanded-into-some-unusual-side-businesses-for-an-airline-1696066/


Anderson said the physical damage to Sunseeker was “primarily caused by subcontractor cranes hitting” 
the project. Accounting procedures required the company to record the estimated financial loss, which 
will be “offset in subsequent quarters as insurance proceeds are collected,” he said. 

An ultra-low-cost carrier, the company’s Allegiant Air is known for flying from small, underserved cities 
to warm-weather vacation spots, often without competition on its routes. 

It has a captive audience of sorts for Sunseeker, as Allegiant accounts for nearly all airline traffic in and 
out of Punta Gorda Airport, located about 6 miles from the resort project. 

Allegiant broke ground on the resort in 2019, suspended construction in March 2020 amid the early chaos 
of the pandemic, and resumed construction in summer 2021. 

It obtained a $350 million construction loan for the project last year.  

https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiants-florida-resort-hit-with-35m-in-hurricane-damages-2669463/  

https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-lands-350m-loan-for-florida-resort-project-2459605/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiants-florida-resort-hit-with-35m-in-hurricane-damages-2669463/
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Passengers across the state of Florida have brought a record number of guns to the Transportation 
Security Administration’s checkpoints. The year-to-date number of 700 guns is already higher than in any 
previous year and includes records set at 12 individual airports. 

The largest number of guns TSA officers have had to intercept were:  129 guns at Orlando International 
Airport (MCO), 120 guns at Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL), 102 guns at Tampa 
International (TPA), 83 guns at Miami International (MIA), 58 guns at Jacksonville International Airport 
(JAX), 37 guns at Southwest Florida International (RSW), 28 at Palm Beach International (PBI), and 24 
at Pensacola International (PNS). The 12 airports which have set a local record were MCO, MIA, JAX, 
RSW, Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport (VPS) with 22, St. Pete-Clearwater International (PIE) with 17, 
Tallahassee International (TLH) and Sarasota Bradenton International (SRQ) with 13 each; Gainesville 
Regional Airport (GNV) and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) with 10 each; Daytona Beach International 
(DAB) with eight; and Melbourne Orlando International (MLB) with five. Every federalized airport in the 
state is represented in the 700. 

Nearly every one of these guns was loaded and most had ammunition chambered. 

“An accidental discharge could result in tragedy,” said TSA spokesperson Sari Koshetz.  “Every 
passenger bares the responsibility of knowing exactly where their gun is before entering the security 
checkpoint.” 

Many of these passengers were arrested or issued notices to appear in court. Koshetz advises: “Don’t let 
bringing a gun to a federal checkpoint be the reason you cannot answer ‘no’ to the question often asked 
on job applications: have you ever been arrested.” 

Passengers face a civil penalty from the TSA that can reach as much as $13,910 and that is imposed 
regardless of whether the individual is arrested by our law enforcement partners.  If the traveler is in the 
TSA PreCheck program, those privileges will be lost for a period of time, possibly permanently. 

“As we enter the busiest holiday travel period, remember if you are going to travel with your gun it must 
be in your checked bag, but be sure you know what the gun laws are on each side of your trip or you may 
be heading to jail instead of to your family gathering,” Koshetz added. “Guns may not be legal to 
transport even in checked baggage in some jurisdictions.” 
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Every year FLL, TPA and MCO are typically in the top 10 or 11 airports across the country for 
passengers violating federal law by bringing guns to the TSA checkpoints. 

Here are five tips for getting through the TSA checkpoint as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

Tip 1: No guns in carry-ons. Firearms must be in checked baggage. All firearms must be properly 
packed and declared to the airline at check-in, which means unloaded and in a locked, hard-sided case. 
Contact your airline for additional guidance. And it is your responsibility to know what the gun laws are 
on both sides of your trip. 

Tip 2: Leave all prohibited items at home. To reduce the likelihood of a bag search at the checkpoint, 
search your own bag before leaving home. Unsure if it’s allowed: use the “What Can I Bring?” link on 
TSA.gov. 

Tip 3: Prepare for the security checkpoint. Have a valid ID card readily available. Follow the liquids, 
gels and aerosols rule of 3.4 ounces or less, with the exception of hand sanitizer, which has a temporary 
12-ounce limit in carry-on baggage. Empty your pockets into your carry-on rather than into a bin. 

Tip 4: Help is available. Get live assistance by tweeting your questions to @AskTSA in English or 
Spanish or via Facebook Messenger. You can also call the TSA Contact Center at 866-289-9673. 

Tip 5: Enroll now in TSA PreCheck. Travel with ease by enrolling in TSA PreCheck and avoid 
removing shoes, belts, liquids, laptops and light jackets. Most new enrollees receive a known traveler 
number within five days, and membership lasts for five years.    

https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/11/03/passengers-have-brought-700-guns-tsa-checkpoints-across-florida-year  

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/transporting-firearms-and-ammunition
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/transporting-firearms-and-ammunition
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification
http://twitter.com/asktsa
https://www.facebook.com/AskTSA/
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/11/03/passengers-have-brought-700-guns-tsa-checkpoints-across-florida-year


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAMPA, Fla. - The number of weapons found at Florida's TSA checkpoints so far this year is already 
higher than any previous year – at 700 and counting. This includes records set at a dozen airports. 

Last year, a total of 666 guns were intercepted across the state. At the time, TSA reported it was a 26 
percent increase from the highest previous totals of 529 and 528 in 2018 and 2019, respectively.  

At Tampa International Airport, officers caught passengers with 102 weapons this year to date. St. Pete-
Clearwater International Airport set a new record with 17 guns found as well as Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport with 13 interceptions. 

Across Florida, the Orlando International Airport intercepted 129 guns so far. Over at Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport, 120 were uncovered. Miami International had 83 guns intercepted at 
this point of the year. 

TSA reported nearly every one of these guns was loaded, most of them with ammunition chambered. 
Many of the passengers have been arrested and ordered to appear in court. They offered the following tips 
for getting through checkpoints: 

• No guns are allowed in carry-ons. They need to be in checked baggage, properly packed, and 
declared to the airline at check-in. That means, unloaded and in a locked, hard-sided case. 

• Leave all banned items at home. You can find the list of those items at TSA.gov. 
• Prepare for the security checkpoint with your ID card ready and your pockets empty. 
• Ask for help if you need it 
• Enroll in TSA pre-check 

Also, be sure to know what the gun laws are on each side of the trip. Guns may not be legal to transport, 
even in checked baggage in some jurisdictions. By the way, even if you don't get arrested, you could get 
hit with a nearly $14,000 civil penalty from the TSA for breaking the rules. 

A breakdown of guns confiscated in 2022 at Florida airports are below: 

• 129 guns at Orlando International Airport (MCO): 124 guns were confiscated in 2021, which is 
one more than the record of 123 in 2018. 

• 120 guns at Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL): 128 weapons were 
confiscated in 2021 and 100 in 2019 

https://www.fox13news.com/tag/us/fl
https://www.fox13news.com/tag/travel-news
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/01/18/26-percent-more-passengers-brought-guns-tsa-checkpoints-across#:%7E:text=Passengers%20bringing%20guns%20to%20Transportation,in%202018%20and%202019%2C%20respectively.
https://www.fox13news.com/tag/transportation/tampa-airport
https://tsa.gov/


• 102 guns at Tampa International (TPA): 105 weapons were confiscated in 2021. The previous 
record was 97 guns in 2017. 

• 83 guns at Miami International (MIA): 80 guns were stopped in 2021. The previous record was 
60 in 2020. 

• 58 guns at Jacksonville International Airport (JAX) 
• 37 guns at Southwest Florida International (RSW): 39 weapons were seized in 2021. 
• 28 at Palm Beach International (PBI) 
• 24 at Pensacola International (PNS): 36 weapons were confiscated in 2021. 
• Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport (VPS) with 22: 15 confiscated last year. 
• St. Pete-Clearwater International (PIE) with 17 
• Tallahassee International (TLH) with 13 
• Sarasota Bradenton International (SRQ) with 13 
• Gainesville Regional Airport (GNV) with 10 
• Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) with 10 
• Daytona Beach International (DAB) with 8 
• Melbourne Orlando International (MLB) with 5 

https://www.fox13news.com/news/tsa-agents-in-florida-airports-have-confiscated-more-weapons-so-far-in-2022-than-any-previous-year  

https://www.fox13news.com/news/tsa-agents-in-florida-airports-have-confiscated-more-weapons-so-far-in-2022-than-any-previous-year
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Frequent fliers and first-time passengers dread 
arriving at airports only to discover their 
flights have been delayed—or worse, 
canceled. Even a delay of one hour can throw 
a journey into disarray, causing passengers to 
miss connecting flights or the meetings they 
were flying out to catch in the first place. 
There are five basic kinds of cancellations and 
delays for aircraft. Carrier delays are the fault 
of the airline and often the most frustrating for 
passengers, like inefficient loading and 
unloading, plane cleanings, fueling delays, or 
problems with maintenance and crew. Extreme weather delays refer to uncontrollable, dangerous weather 
that postpones or prevents an aircraft from taking off. National Airspace System delays are within the 
control of the NAS and include nonextreme weather, heavy airline traffic, or air traffic control issues. 
Late-arriving aircraft delays refer to flights arriving late, so the aircraft's next flight is similarly delayed. 
The last delay involves airport security, which causes big headaches when long lines (defined as waits 
lasting 30 minutes or longer), broken equipment, terminals, or concourse evacuation or reboarding due to 
a security breach causes a delay. Some airports are better at working these kinks out before you make it 
through the security checkpoint than others. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics collects data on 
where and why flights are taking off and arriving late. Stacker analyzed the data collected from August 
2021 to July 2022 at the 241 U.S. airports with more than 1,000 flights a year to find those with the most 
delays. Airports are ranked by on-time performance, referring to flights that weren't canceled, diverted, or 
delayed for 15 minutes or more. Percentages are further given for the causes of each delay.  

Booking a flight for your upcoming holiday vacation? Read on to see which airports you might want to 
avoid if you want your trip to get started on time. 

https://www.transtats.bts.gov/OT_Delay/OT_DelayCause1.asp?pn=1
https://stacker.com/


#1. Punta Gorda, Florida: Punta Gorda Airport 

• Annual flights (August 2021-July 2022): 6,358 
• On-time performance: 50.13% 
• Air carrier delay: 10.0% 
• Weather delay: 1.6% 
• National Aviation System delay: 15.3% 
• Security delay: 0.0% - Aircraft arriving late delay: 

18.6%  
• Cancelled flights: 3.8%  
• Diverted flights: 0.5% 

https://www.miamiherald.com/living/travel/article268243477.html  

https://www.miamiherald.com/living/travel/article268243477.html
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