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Punta Gorda Airport celebrates 

air center opening 
The Charlotte County Airport Au

thority hosted a ceremonial ribbon
cutting for the new PGD Air Center 
onAug. 18. 

The newly constructed 13,500-
square-foot PGD Air Center is locat
ed on the north side of Punta Gorda 
Airport on Challenger Boulevard, just 
east of the 600-series T-Hangars in the 
PGD AviEx development area. 

The PGD Air Center houses FBO 
operations, aircraft fueling, meeting 
and event space, pilot lounge and 
amenities, office suites and aircraft 
parking on a 510,000-square-foot 
ramp. 

Michael Baker International de
signed the Air Center and. Johnson
Laux Construction built the facility. 
Ajax Paving Industries constructed 
the associated ramp, taxilanes and 
taxiways. 

AIRPORT See page 14 
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At the ribbon cutting, airport CEO James W. 
Parish welcomed and introduced guests, fol
lowed by remarks from the FDOT District One 
Secretary L.K. Nandam, with closing remarks 
from Airport Authority Chair Robert Hancik. 

A Rosati's Pizza franchise is slated to open 
at the new PGD Air Center in Spring 2023. In 
addition to Rosati's national menu, the busi
ness is planning to offer breakfast, flight ca
tering and event catering. The runway-front 
restaurant will be open to the public with out
standing aircraft views . 

The following seven aviation-related busi
ness occupy the office suites at the PGD Air 
Center: Paragon Flight Training Co.; Jet Ac
cess Flight Training; Southwind Aviation Air
craft Sales & Brokerage; Southwest Aero Tech; 
Sarasota Helicopter Tours & Flight Training; 
Harborside Aviation; and LPC Aviation. 

The PGD Air Center is open seven days a 
week from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. and is available for 
pre-arranged after hours FBO services. 

V isit www.PGDAirCenter.com or call (941) 
639-4119.
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•  Charlotte Players. The theater made it though the hurricane. "Blithe Spirit" will be pushed to 
November. "Rumors" has been canceled. For additional information, visit www.charlotteplayers.org. 

• The Venice Theatre suffered significant damage. All events have been suspended until further notice. 
For updates, visit https://venicetheatre.org. 

• CoolToday Park has suffered significant damage. As a result, the park will remain closed. Events 
scheduled through Oct. 15 have been canceled. The celebrity softball game and Rodney Atkins concert at 
CoolToday Park has been rescheduled to Nov. 4, 2023. For updates, visit 
www.facebook.com/CoolTodayPark.  

• Hurricane Ian benefit concert. The Southwest Florida Symphony's MiniMasterworks concert is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Oct. 14 at the Gulf Theater at the Military Heritage Museum, 900 W. Marion Ave., 
Punta Gorda. This is a free concert with monetary donations going to the Charlotte County Community 
Foundation and nonperishable supplies going to the Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte counties. 
Limited capacity. For additional information, call 941-205-8545. 

• Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre has made it through with no damage and are working to get up and 
running as quickly as possible. For updates, visit broadwaypalm.com. 

• Visani stood strong during Hurricane Ian. Visit www.visani.net for updated scheduling. 

http://www.charlotteplayers.org/
https://venicetheatre.org/
http://www.facebook.com/CoolTodayPark
http://broadwaypalm.com/
http://www.visani.net/


• Fishermen’s Village has reopened. Restaurants are operating with limited menus. Based on limited 
availability of Internet and phone service, cash may be the preferred method of payment at most locations. 
For hours and updates, visit www.facebook.com/fishermensvillage. 

• The Venice Art Center, 390 Nokomis Ave. S., Venice, will re-open Oct. 17. For additional 
information, call 941-485-7136.  

• Haunting on the Harbor is looking for a new location for the annual event. For updates, visit 
www.puntagordahaunting.com. 

• The Lemon Bay Playhouse has some damage due to Hurricane Ian. Set building has been delayed. 
Visit www.facebook.com/LemonBayPlayhouse for updated information. 

• Sea Grape Artists Gallery, 113 W. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda, received significant damage and is 
temporarily closed. For additional information, visit https://seagrapegallery.com. 

• The historic homes of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford, as well as other buildings at Edison and Ford 
Winter Estates have weathered another hurricane and are in great condition. Once the power is on and 
the debris is cleared, the site will re-open to the public. Up-to-date information will also be posted on the 
Facebook page @EdisonFordFL. 

• The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art weathered Hurricane Ian without substantial damage to 
the buildings. The museum expects to reopen in the next few days. For updates, visit www.ringling.org. 

• Marie Selby Gardens' downtown Sarasota campus is open to the public for regular hours. The Historic 
Spanish Point campus is expected to open soon. For updates, visit https://selby.org. 

• The Punta Gorda Airport has resumed Allegiant flight operations. The Bailey Terminal sustained 
minimal damage. Allegiant is planning to continue operating flights at PGD for the foreseeable future, 
however, passengers should check directly with Allegiant’s website, app or email for potential changes to 
their itineraries. Visit www.flypgd.com for additional information. 

• The Wonderland of Lights & Santa's Playland has canceled the holiday light show scheduled for 
Dec. 2 through Dec. 25 at the Charlotte County Fairgrounds. Current ticket holders will be notified by 
email and will receive a full refund. For additional information, visit https://thewonderlandoflights.com. 

https://www.yoursun.com/coastal/entertainment/event-and-venue-updates/article_b7d4b2c4-44f0-11ed-b024-435d952d2bc1.html 
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As Southwest Florida begins to recover from Hurricane Ian, we are working to collect essential 
information for Lee, Collier, Charlotte, DeSoto, Hendry, and Glades County. 

Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW) will resume full operations on Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
2022. Please be aware of the following:  

• Some of the many amenities you have come to expect at RSW may not be available. Concessions
will have limited food and beverage and other items may be in short supply.

• Although restrooms will be open, we will not have drinking water available in the terminal until
the boil water notice in our area has been lifted.

• For any questions about specific flights, please go to your airline directly as they will have the
most up-to-date information.

FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER IN THE RECOVERY EFFORTS – 
VOLUNTEERFLORIDA.ORG 

COMCAST HAS OPENED FREE WIFI HOTSPOTS 

If Hurricane Ian destroyed your important documents, like a driver’s license, title or registration, here’s 
how to get them replaced. 

ALL SOUTHWEST FLORIDA: 

QUESTIONS REGARDING DEBRIS? – Contact the Hurricane Ian Debris Hotline at (800) 375-0844. 

October 14, 2022

https://www.volunteerflorida.org/
https://nbc-2.com/news/state/2022/09/27/comcast-opens-free-xfinity-wifi-hotspots-as-hurricane-ian-approaches/
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2022/10/06/how-to-replace-your-lost-driver-license-vehicle-title-or-registration/
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2022/10/06/how-to-replace-your-lost-driver-license-vehicle-title-or-registration/


• ADAP, the AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
• Birth and death certificates 
• Dental 
• Environmental Health 
• Family Planning 
• FREE Tetanus, COVID-19, Hep A, Monkeypox, and Flu vaccines 
• WIC (benefits should be automatically loaded to accounts) 

Walmart Supercenter located at 19100 Murdock Cir, Port Charlotte – The Xfinity WiFi van is in front 
of the building facing Highway 41 

Punta Gorda’s Bailey terminal opening Monday, Oct. 3.  

• No rental cars will be available to rent at PGD until further notice. 

On Monday, October 3, Allegiant’s flight operations resumed at Punta Gorda Airport.  

If you need assistance cleaning up damage from Hurricane Ian, call 1-800-451-1954. Crisis Cleanup will 
connect you with volunteers from local relief organizations, community groups, and faith communities 
who may be able to help with cutting up fallen trees, drywall, flooring and appliance removal to curb, 
tarping roofs, debris removal to curb, and mold mitigation. The 1-800-451-1954 hotline will remain open 
through Friday, Oct. 28, 2022. 

Charlotte County is under a State of Emergency. 

No school for Charlotte County Public Schools until further notice. 

An Insurance Village is being established at Port Charlotte Town Center 1441 Tamiami Trail Port 
Charlotte, FL 33948 – to assist consumers with insurance claims and other needs. The location will open 
at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, October 3, 2022. Beginning Tuesday, October 4, the villages will be open 
daily from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

The City of Punta Gorda Building department will be open during normal business hours Tuesday, 
October 4, 2022.  

Some post offices in Southwest Florida have been temporarily suspended. Retail and some mail service 
for customers of those offices have been temporarily relocated, as detailed below: 

• Customers normally served by the Placida Post Office can obtain retail services at the Englewood 
Post Office, 950 S. Rover Road, Englewood, FL 34223. Hours: 9:00 to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays, 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays, closed Sunday. 

Charlotte County Public Safety has resumed emergency response to calls following Hurricane Ian. This 
includes the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office, Charlotte County Fire & EMS, and City of Punta Gorda 
first responders. 

Curbside collection will tentatively begin Wednesday, October 5. Mini-transfer facilities and the landfill 
are closed and will tentatively reopen on Wednesday, October 5.  
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Local News
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM 

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 4-17 Southern Speedway race 
track on airport property was denied a lease extension, 
but the Charlotte County Airport Authority asked it to 
submit a new proposal.

“We’re going to submit another formal bid,” said 
Janet Gentry, who is the Speedway’s co-manager along 
with her husband Joseph Gentry.

She said there has been damage to the race track and 
that volunteers have been working to restore it.

In a letter dated Oct. 10 to the Airport Authority, the 
Gentrys wrote, “During the course of  the present lease, 
4-17 Southern Speedway has lost approximately three
years of  use due to weather, the COVID-19 pandemic,
and now the destruction from Hurricane Ian.”

They wrote that during all of  the issues they faced, 
“rent, sales tax, and property taxes have remained paid, 
although the facility was unable to generate income.”

Shortly after the hurricane blew through, the 
Speedway was set up as a staging area for emergency 
and disaster services, and the facility was not compen-
sated financially for use of  the property, the Gentrys’ 
letter continued.

“We encourage them (the Gentrys) to submit a 
proposal; everyone on our board and staff encourages 
them” said Airport Authority spokesperson Kaley 
Miller.

She said the Airport Authority is under FAA regula-
tions and must receive fair value for the land which is 
currently $2.10 per square foot for eight or more acres.

The current land value for the Speedway’s 24.47 acre 
parcel is $2,238,417.72. As an example, if  the proposed 
rent submitted is calculated by 8% of  value, it would be 
$179,073.42 annually for the first five years or $14,922.78 
for a monthly lease rate.

But the Gentrys wanted an extension of  their current 
three-year lease; their base rent has been $3,327.50, but 
that does not include other expenses such as taxes.

“We originally submitted a letter of  intent to renew 
and it was not accepted. They (Airport Authority) felt it 
was not fair value,” Janet Gentry said.

“We’re going to try to keep it; we’re hoping to stay 
where we are. We love Charlotte County and have been 
established here for six years.”

In a July 26, 2021 letter to the Gentrys from the 
Airport Authority’s properties manager Lisa N. Pedigo, 
she advised them that their rent would increase to the 
current amount they have been paying, $3,327.50.

But this amount falls short of  the amount required 
by the Authority in order to meet FAA regulations.

Punta Gorda Airport CEO James Parish recently 
informed Charlotte County Commissioners of  the 
situation.

4-17 Southern Speedway 

lease extension denied

Airport Authority asks it to submit 

new proposal, but others might 

outbid the race track

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

Aerial view of the 4-17 Southern Speedway race track where stock car racing and events have been held for 
the past six years. Now the lease is up and co-managers Joseph and Janet Gentry fear they will be outbid.

SEE LEASE, 3B
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“We’re all working together,”
Figliuolo said.

The Homeless Coalition is 
the only free shelter between
Sarasota and Fort Myers, with 
a designated 22 beds set aside
for veterans in need.

UNITED WAY OK
The United Way of  Charlotte

County’s office on Murdock 
Circle received minimal dam-
age, according to staff.

Power has been restored
to the office, though Internet 
service is intermittent.

“Our team is up and running, 
serving our community,”
Communications Director 
Jennifer Sexton wrote in 

an email to The Daily Sun. 
“Support is pouring in from
caring individuals who want
to give hope, some through 
financial contributions and
some through volunteering and 
dropping off needed items.”

MUSEUM’S HUEY IS GOOD
Gary Butler, executive di-

rector for the Military History 
Museum, said the museum 
had suffered relatively minor 

damage during the storm.
“The Huey came out in great 

shape,” Butler said, referring to 
the iconic helicopter in front of
the museum.

Staff took care to secure 
items inside the museum before 
the storm. In one part of  the 
museum, rain came within a 
foot of  an exhibit due to win-
dow damage but did not touch 
the exhibit itself.

The Military History 

Museum is currently closed;
an announcement on the 
museum’s Facebook page said 
that a reopening is planned 
for November, just in time for 
Veterans’ Day.

The Parrot Outreach Society
announced on its Facebook
page that their birds would be
returning from an evacuation 
stay in Naples. The birds were
welcomed back with a variety
of  donated pet toys.

NONPROFITS
FROM PAGE 1B

He attached the Gentrys’ 
letter and said Pedigo has been 
in communications with the 
owners.

“Since the Airport 
Authority owns the property, 
we are required by the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of  2018 to 
receive fair market value for 
nonaeronautical land leases.”

He included the website 
which outlines the FAA’s 
requirement: www.faa.gov/
about/reauthorization.

In an April 14, 2016 letter 
from the former Airport 
Authority’s executive director 

Gary P. Quill to the FAA 
Airports District Office in 
Orlando, he informed the 
district of  the Speedway’s bid 
which was the only one the 
Authority received for the 24+ 
acre parcel.

In the letter, Quill wrote, 
“The sole bid came in at $3,000 
per month or $36,000 per year 
with increases at 5 year inter-
vals (copy attached).”

The Authority accepted the 
Speedway’s bid in 2016, which 
was some two years before the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of  
2018.

Janet Gentry said the 
Speedway will submit a formal 
proposal, but she feared anoth-
er roadblock: In the Charlotte 

County Airport Authority’s 
Request for Proposal (RFP), it 
is offering further acreage than 
the 24.47 Speedway property.

The RFP reads in part, 
“The leasing and development 
opportunity consists of  24.47 
acres (Primary Parcel) plus 
if  required up to 75 acres of  
unimproved real property 
(Secondary Parcel) and up to 40 
acres of  unimproved land with 
frontage along Interstate I-75 
(Tertiary Parcel) comprising up 
to 140 gross acres...”

Should a bidder submit a 
proposal to lease more acreage 
than the Speedway’s property 
and for a higher bid, that 
would shut down the Gentrys’ 
business.

Gentry expressed sadness 
that the 4-17 Southern 
Speedway might come to an end 
should other bidders submit 
proposals above and beyond 
what the Gentrys can offer.

“We’re not here to make 
money,” she emphasized.

The speedway has been able 
to pay for itself, but the Gentrys 
have other businesses — house 
flipping and an air conditioning 
business they are starting back 
up, she said.

Gentry said during the 
Speedway’s presence in the 
county, the company has 
supported local schools. During 
COVID, graduations were held 
at the track. It has also held 
clothing drives, food drives, 

awards ceremonies, school car-
nivals, and supported families 
in need by filling a “school food 
pantry” during weekends and 
school breaks, she said.

The race track provides “a 
safe, fun environment where 
you don’t have to worry about 
other things.”

She said the Speedway has 
fans of  all ages, races, and 
socioeconomics.

This is the home race 
track of  NASCAR racer Ross 
Chastain; his little brother and 
nephew come here.”

“It is important to a lot of  
people,” Gentry said.

LEASE
FROM PAGE 1B

Hurricane Ian Resources

Call Center: 
941-833-4000 or 941-743-1320

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov/ian

Text CHARCOCARES to 888-777 to receive text updates 
on Hurricane Ian, area resources and more.

CHARCOCARES

Ann & Chuck Dever Regional Park
6961 San Casa Drive, Englewood

SHELTER AVAILABLE
Accepting Displaced Residents Seeking Shelter

Medical Treatment Site
Cultural Center, 2280 Aaron St., Port Charlotte Open 24/7 

Free urgent/chronic care, pharmacy, and other medical services. 

Mobile Urgent Care 
Ann & Chuck Dever Regional Park, 6961 San Casa Drive, 

Englewood open 9 a.m. -  6 p.m.
Free urgent care, chronic care.

MEDICAL RESOURCES

Apply for FEMA disaster assistance as soon as possible  
and submit your critical needs: 

Find a FEMA Disaster Recovery Center near you: 
tinyurl.com/FindDRC 

In person: FEMA location, Port Charlotte Town Center Mall, 
1441 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte (near J.C. Penney) 

By phone: 800-621-3362
Online: www.DisasterAssistance.gov 

Mobile App: search for FEMA on Apple/Google Play store

Insurance Village
Port Charlotte Town Center Mall parking lot, 1441 Tamiami Trail, 

Port Charlotte. Use the U.S. 41 entrance.

FINANCIAL & INSURANCE 
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We are pleased to welcome the latest Urology specialist

to the First Physicians Group (FPG) network.  Dr. McKeever

specializes in conditions affecting the urinary tract. He treats 

urologic conditions including prostate enlargement,

incontinence issues, overactive bladder, neurogenic bladder, 

interstitial cystitis, recurrent UTI, sexually-transmitted disease,

sexual dysfunction and erectile dysfunction as well as kidney 

stones and urologic cancers.

First Physicians Group Urology
200 Healthcare Way, 2nd Floor, North Venice, FL 34275

firstphysiciansgroup.com

Now Accepting New Patients!
(941) 261-2700

First Physicians Group 
Welcomes

Eric McKeever, DO

Specialty &  
Board Eligible: 
Urology

Medical School:
Michigan State  

University College of 

Osteopathic Medicine, 

East Lansing, MI 

Residency:
Sparrow Hospital, 

Lansing, MI
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By MORGAN SIMPSON
STAFF WRITER

VENICE — To help restore 
electricity even faster, line 
workers traveled from more 
than 30 states to assist in the 
wake of  Hurricane Ian.

“It’s hardworking men and 
women; they understand how a 
storm impacts customers,” said 
Florida Power & Light spokes-
person Conlan Kennedy.

Following the hurricane, 
FPL had 18 staging sites across 
the state, including the Venice 
Municipal Airport and Punta 
Gorda Airport.

Kennedy said the staging 
sites were “mini cities for our 
line workers.” The sites had 
showers, food and lodging for 
all of  the line workers who 
traveled to the area, and were 
strategically placed for resto-
ration efforts.

Following the hurricane, 
Kennedy said, there were 21,000 
restoration workers from 30 
states all working around the 
clock to bring power back to the 
2.1 million customers affected.

All of  the assistance was 
made possible as part of  a 
mutual-aid program FPL, other 
electric companies and cooper-
atives participate in.

Electric mutual aid
Many electric corporations 

and cooperatives have mutual 
assistance agreements for natu-
ral disasters like hurricanes.

“We always come to the 

aid of  our cooperatives,” 
said Martha Duggan, senior 
director of  Regulatory Affairs 
for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association.

The programs are already 
organized, so when there is a 
crisis, crews can take action 
right away.

Duggan said the co-ops 
constantly monitor the weather 
to see where an area might 
need help.

Charlotte Hefton, with Peace 
River Electric Cooperative, said 
the co-op immediately put out a 
call when the hurricane shifted 
south and east.

Beforehand, there are safety 
briefings and someone from 
the “home” electric system 
educates visiting workers on 
any differences they need to be 
aware of.

Then depending on the 

storm, Duggan said, co-ops will 
put visiting crews in hotels. 
However, those who are evacu-
ating need rooms too, so that is 
when tent cities make sense.

“A number of  companies 
have sprung up that specialize 
in tent cities,” she said. “When 
the crews arrive, they don’t 
have to worry about the logisti-
cal issues.”

Having logistics figured out 
for visiting crews helps the line 
workers start work instantly.

“All the crews have to do is 
come in and work,” Hefton said.

The out-of-state crews stay 
until power is back up, she said.

Hefton said the Peace River 
Electric Cooperative managed 
to get power restored to its 
customers in one week.

According to the FPL web-
site, the company has restored 
power to most customers but is 

still working to get electricity to 
those with severe damage.

“We are really serious when 
we say it’s mutual assistance,” 
Duggan said, mentioning 
Louisiana crews that were 
happy to help locally after 
receiving assistance when 
hurricanes hit their area.

“But the idea is all the same, 
to get the lights back on,” she 
said.

Since co-ops are nonprofits, 
Duggan said they don’t make 
money off of  storm work. 
Many of  the visiting workers 
volunteer to assist in disaster 
areas and their pay depends 
on individual cooperatives, she 
said.

“These are people who are 
willing to leave their homes and 
their families,” Duggan said.

Line workers left homes, families to help
Mutual assistance 
programs help get 
the power back on

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer.  Other restrictions may apply.  This offer expires 12/31/22. Each dealership 

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs
• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!

(855) 516-1838
CALL NOW!

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2022

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR

• 900+ Authorized Dealers
• Made in the U.S.A. • Limited Lifetime Warranty
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Biden uses Trump-era rule to expel
immigrants. 4A

A grand gift

Architect for the forthcoming SAACC in
Newtown gifted baby grand piano. 1C

Weather

High 84° ❚ Low 70°
Cloudy. Forecast, 12C

Volume 98 | No. 14
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 941-953-7755
©2022 $2.50 QJAJJE-29001t

HELP US HELP OTHERS
IMPACTED BY 
HURRICANE IAN.

1922 Bay Road, Sarasota 

941.926.3335
www.caratsfjw.com

Shop our jewelry and watches and we will
donate a portion of your sale to Hurricane
relief through the month of October.
Monday - Friday 10 - 4 PM

Hurricane Ian hit the Sarasota-
Manatee county area with sustained
winds comparable to a tropical storm
and gusts reaching as high as a Cate-
gory 2 hurricane, according to the
most recent post hurricane report
from the National Weather Service in
Ruskin.

The highest wind gust recorded was
109 mph at Tarpon Point on Sept. 28,
and a maximum gust of 106 mph was
measured at Sarasota Bay Marker 17.
The highest wind gust over land in 

Sarasota-
Manatee
spared from
storm surge
Report: Area was hit 
with sustained winds

See STORM, Page 5A

Earle Kimel
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK
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both Sarasota and Manatee counties
was 86 mph at Sarasota Bradenton In-
ternational Airport on Sept.. 28. 

The highest sustained wind at the
airport was 61 mph.

A station offshore Venice recorded
sustained winds of 81.7 mph, with gusts
up to 103.6 mph.

Tropical storm winds range form 39
to 73 mph; Category 1 hurricane winds
range from 74 to 95 mph; Category 2
from 96 to 110 mph; Category 3 form 111 to
129 mph and Category 4 from 130 to 156
mph.

Ian made landfall at 3:05 p.m., Sept.
28 on the island of Cayo Costa in Lee
County.

In Charlotte County, the storm
packed a more powerful punch than it
did in Sarasota and Manatee, with sus-
tained hurricane force winds of 87.5
mph recorded at Punta Gorda Airport,

with gusts to 134.6 mph.
While a deadly storm surge led to 10

to a 15-feet peak high water level at Fort
Myers Beach, that does not appear to be
the case in Charlotte, Manatee and Sa-
rasota counties.

The only storm surge reference in the
NWS report came in a section regarding
coastal Charlotte County that noted,
“catastrophic storm surge was just to
the south in Lee County associated with
the strongest offshore winds.”

The report noted that the maximum
wind gusts off of Grove City in Charlotte
County were 111 mph.

Rodney Wynn, a forecaster with the
National Weather Service in Ruskin,
said the National Hurricane Center will
finalize storm surge numbers once all of
its teams have reported in.

“They had a storm surge team out the
first part of this week, taking measure-
ments for a lot of the areas,” Wynn said.
“That will be completed in the final
post-term analysis the hurricane center
does with every storm.”

About a half-dozen teams are cur-

rently surveying Hurricane Ian storm
surge.

High river crests lead
to inland flooding

The Myakka River at Myakka State
Park reached a new record flood stage at
12.8 feet, shortly after midnight, Oct. 1.
That, combined with 21.45 inches of
rainfall, led to severe flooding in the city
of North Port – especially in North Port
Estates.

The increased volume of water flood-
ed previously dry areas such as Country
Club Ridge, north of the Cocoplum Wa-
terway and east of McKibben Park, and
eroded the north bank of the waterway
at Water Control Structure 106.

High water in the Myakka River basin
contributed to flooding in Myakka City
in Manatee County and Hidden River, a
subdivision north of Myakka River
State Park where floodwaters topped a
private levee that protects the commu-
nity, as well as the area in unincorporat-
ed Sarasota County in the vicinity of

Border Road and North Jackson Road
and South Moon Drive.

The Peace River hit a flood stage of
27.2 feet at Zolfo Springs in Hardee
County on Sept. 29, due in part to record
rainfall between 15 and 20 inches – with
the high amount of 20.13 inches of rain
recorded at Zolfo Springs.

As of Friday afternoon, flood warn-
ings were still in effect for both the
Myakka and Peace rivers through the
weekend.

At 3 p.m. Friday, the Myakka River
was at 7.4 feet at Myakka State Park.
Flood stage is at 7 feet.

It is anticipated to dip below flood
stage Monday afternoon. Minor flood-
ing is still occurring on the Peace River
at Arcadia and State Road 70 and a food
warning is expected to remain in place
until late Tuesday morning.

Flood stage for the Peace River in Ar-
cadia is 11 feet. At 3:30 p.m. Friday, the
river was at 13.29 feet.

Earle Kimel primarily covers south
Sarasota County for the Herald-Tri-
bune.

Storm
Continued from Page 1A
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Hurricane Ian hit the Sarasota-Manatee county area with sustained winds comparable to a tropical storm 
and gusts reaching as high as a Category 2 hurricane, according to the most recent post hurricane report 
from the National Weather Service in Ruskin. 

The highest wind gust recorded was 109 mph at Tarpon Point on Sept. 28, and a maximum gust of 106 
mph was measured at Sarasota Bay Marker 17. The highest wind gust over land in both Sarasota and 
Manatee counties was 86 mph at Sarasota Bradenton International Airport on Sept.. 28.  

The highest sustained wind at the airport was 61 mph. 

A station offshore Venice recorded sustained winds of 81.7 mph, with gusts up to 103.6 mph. 

Tropical storm winds range form 39 to 73 mph; Category 1 hurricane winds range from 74 to 95 mph; 
Category 2 from 96 to 110 mph; Category 3 form 111 to 129 mph and Category 4 from 130 to 156 mph. 

Ian made landfall at 3:05 p.m., Sept. 28 on the island of Cayo Costa in Lee County. 

In Charlotte County, the storm packed a more powerful punch than it did in Sarasota and Manatee, with 
sustained hurricane force  winds of 87.5 mph recorded at Punta Gorda Airport, with gusts to 134.6 mph. 

While a deadly storm surge led to 10 to a 15-feet peak high water 
level at Fort Myers Beach, that does not appear to be the case in 
Charlotte, Manatee and Sarasota counties. 

The only storm surge reference in the NWS report came in a section 
regarding coastal Charlotte County that noted, "catastrophic storm 
surge was just to the south in Lee County associated with the strongest 
offshore winds." 

clipper
Highlight



The report noted that the maximum wind gusts off of Grove City in Charlotte County were 111 mph. 

Rodney Wynn, a forecaster with the National Weather Service in Ruskin, said the National Hurricane 
Center will finalize storm surge numbers once all of its teams have reported in. 

“They had a storm surge team out the first part of this week, taking measurements for a lot of the areas,” 
Wynn said. “That will be completed in the final post-term analysis the hurricane center does with every 
storm.” 

About a half-dozen teams are currently surveying Hurricane Ian storm surge. 

High river crests lead to inland flooding 

The Myakka River at Myakka State Park reached a new record flood stage at 12.8 feet, shortly after 
midnight, Oct. 1. That, combined with 21.45 inches of rainfall, led to severe flooding in the city of North 
Port – especially in North Port Estates. 

The increased volume of water flooded previously dry areas 
such as Country Club Ridge, north of the Cocoplum 
Waterway and east of McKibben Park, and eroded the north 
bank of the waterway at Water Control Structure 106. 

High water in the Myakka River basin contributed to 
flooding in Myakka City in Manatee County and Hidden 
River, a subdivision north of Myakka River State Park 
where floodwaters topped a private levee that protects the 
community, as well as the area in unincorporated Sarasota 
County in the vicinity of Border Road and North Jackson 
Road and South Moon Drive. 

The Peace River hit a flood stage of 27.2 feet at Zolfo Springs in Hardee County on Sept. 29, due in part 
to record rainfall between 15 and 20 inches – with the high amount of 20.13 inches of rain recorded at 
Zolfo Springs. As of Friday afternoon, flood warnings were still in effect for both the Myakka and Peace 
rivers through the weekend. 

At 3 p.m. Friday, the Myakka River was at 7.4 feet at Myakka State 
Park. Flood stage is at 7 feet. It is anticipated to dip below flood 
stage Monday afternoon. 

Minor flooding is still occurring on the Peace River at Arcadia and 
State Road 70 and a food warning is expected to remain in place 
until late Tuesday morning. Flood stage for the Peace River in 
Arcadia is 11 feet. At 3:30 p.m. Friday, the river was at 13.29 feet. 

 
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/10/17/sarasota-manatee-spared-storm-surge-inland-flooding-does-
damage/10494803002/ 

 



 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
The grand opening of Allegiant Travel Company's Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor has been 
delayed again, this time because of Hurricane Ian. 

In a filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Las Vegas-based Allegiant said that the 
opening date of its first resort has been pushed back from May of 2023 to next September, as the 
company assesses the damage caused by Ian. 

The storm damaged parts of the building, and two of the five construction cranes on site toppled during 
the storm. The full extent of the damage is not yet known, Allegiant said, but outside specialists have 
been hired to decide how to proceed. 

"The company maintains robust insurance coverage against damage from hurricanes and will be pursuing 
claims to recover losses," Allegiant wrote in its SEC filing. An email to the company on Thursday 
requesting more information was not returned. 

Sunseeker was previously placed on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic, which brought the travel 
industry around the world to a standstill. Allegiant needed to get its finances back in order to move 
forward, president and CEO John Redmond said. Construction resumed in August 2021 for a planned 
opening in early 2023. 

The stalled Sunseeker project was a source of frustration for some local residents, who complained that 
the project, which was still surrounded by construction cranes even while no one was working on it, was 
an eyesore. 

On Sept. 30, Charlotte County Emergency Management had to temporarily close both U.S. 41 bridges 
going between Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda out of an abundance of caution after the cranes fell. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/sarasota/2020/06/12/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-at-standstill/41984647/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/


According to Brian Gleason, communications manager for the Charlotte County Commission, a search 
and rescue team visited the resort site and raised concerns about the stability of one of the cranes and the 
potential for it to fall toward U.S. 41. That's when the decision was made to close the bridges.  

Sunseeker then provided an engineer's conclusion that the crane was not in danger of collapsing on or 
near the road, so the bridges were reopened, Gleason said.  

"Sunseeker continues to operate under the terms and conditions of its permits and development 
agreements, so the county continues to perform inspections as needed and county staff have regular 
consultations with Sunseeker officials on the project status and phase 2 planning," he said.  

Also Sept. 30, Allegiant announced it would donate $100,000 to the American Red Cross for hurricane 
relief.  

Access to the site has been limited since the storm, and the site was without power for a period, Allegiant 
said, but it looks like Sunseeker was protected significantly because of the construction design to have 
structures built 16 feet above the mean high tide line. 

Allegiant's decision to install a seawall along the length of Sunseeker's boundary with Charlotte Harbor 
also helped, the company said.  

When it opens, Sunseeker is expected to be a major source of tourism to the region and a major employer 
for Charlotte County. The luxury waterfront resort will have 785 guest rooms, 20 original food and 
beverage concepts, a fitness center, two pools, an exclusive golf course and 55,000 square feet of meeting 
and event space. 

Allegiant has said it plans to hire 1,200 people to staff Sunseeker, which would make it the county's third-
largest employer.  

Nearby Punta Gorda Airport was Allegiant Air's busiest during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the airline 
flies millions of people in and out of Florida on an annual basis.   

In February, Redmond said that the total project cost for Sunseeker could end up being around $585 
million.  
 
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/17/hurricane-ian-pushes-back-opening-allegiants-sunseeker-resort/10465267002/ 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/05/20/port-charlotte-florida-sunseeker-resort-opening-career-center-hiring-fall/9836081002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/05/20/port-charlotte-florida-sunseeker-resort-opening-career-center-hiring-fall/9836081002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
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Allegiant
pushes back
opening of
Sunseeker
Hurricane Ian damage
causes more delays for
Charlotte Harbor resort 
Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

The grand opening of Allegiant 
Travel Company’s Sunseeker Resort in 
Charlotte Harbor has been delayed 
again, this time because of Hurricane 
Ian.

In a filing with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission, Las Ve-
gas-based Allegiant said that the 
opening date of its first resort has been 
pushed back from May 2023 to 
September 2023, as the company as-
sesses the damage caused by Ian.

The storm damaged parts of the 
building, and two of the five construc-
tion cranes on-site toppled during the 
storm. The full extent of the damage is 
not yet known, Allegiant said, but out-
side specialists have been hired to de-
cide how to proceed.

“The company maintains robust in-
surance coverage against damage 
from hurricanes and will be pursuing 
claims to recover losses,” Allegiant 
wrote in its SEC filing. An email to the 
company on Thursday requesting 
more information was not returned.

Sunseeker was previously placed 
on hold during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which brought the travel 
industry around the world to a stand-
still. Allegiant needed to get its fi-
nances back in order to move forward, 
president and CEO John Redmond 
said. Construction resumed in August 
2021 for a planned opening in early 
2023. 

See SUNSEEKER, Page 7A
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, it’s 
the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

Your upgrade from couch to 
fi rst class has been approved.  

Whether you want to sleep, read or watch TV the perfect sleep chair is . . . Just perfect

REMOTE CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Three Chairs 
in One

Sleep/Recline/Lift

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS  A+

Make your home more comfortable than ever

NOW
also available in 

Genuine Italian Leather
(as pictured here)

Now 
available in 
plush and 
durable 
BrisaTM

You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. Heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches – and dozens of other ailments and 
worries.  Those are the nights you’d give anything for a comfortable chair to
sleep in: one that reclines to exactly the right degree, raises your feet and legs 
just where you want them, supports your head and shoulders properly, and 
operates at the touch of a button.  

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and more. More than a chair or recliner, 
it’s designed to provide total comfort.  Choose your preferred heat and 
massage settings, for hours of soothing relaxation. Reading or watching 
TV? Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause the chair in an infinite 
number of settings. And best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism that 
tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy to stand.  You’ll love the other 
benefits, too. It helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes back pressure 
relief, to prevent back and muscle pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style 
back and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. Generously filled, wide 

armrests provide enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage.  

White glove delivery included in shipping charge.  Professionals will deliver 
the chair to the exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack it, inspect 
it, test it, position it, and even carry the packaging away!  You get your choice 
of Genuine Italian Leather, plush and durable Brisa™, stain and liquid repellent 
DuraLux™ with the classic leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber, all 
handcrafted in a variety of colors to fit any decor. Call now!

Now available in a variety 
of colors, fabrics and sizes. 
Footrests vary by model

833-551-9842
Call to receive $60 OFF your order of $200 or more!

OFFER CODE : USAT60

https://www.shopjourney.com/USAT60

More safety measures coming? 

Patrick Lui, the Sarasota County
Public Works bicycle, pedestrian and
trails coordinator, said a team of plan-
ners examine crash reports and discuss
appropriate countermeasures needed,
coordinating any engineering or educa-
tional outreach after increased atten-
tion for an accident like Glaubach’s. 

The county also coordinates with lo-
cal bike clubs and Friends of the Legacy
Trail to promote “bike rodeos” to pro-
vide safety items such as helmets, lights
or bells to student bikers, he said.

Lui did not mention the county’s
Traffic Advisory Council in his respons-
es — the committee that is supposed to
advise the county on traffic, parking
and safety regulations. 

The council should meet four times a
year, according to its governing page.
However, the third meeting — initially
scheduled for Sept. 12, just two weeks
after Lilly Glaubach’s death — was can-
celed due to a “lack of agenda items,”
according to Public Works administra-
tive specialist Marija Majkic.

According to Lui, the county does
not keep track of the number of crashes
that happen within school zones.

The Sarasota County School District
similarly has no idea how many stu-
dents walk to school. The district
doesn’t keep track. 

Lui said in an email the county allo-
cated $160,000 in the fiscal year 2023 to
begin tracking the requested informa-
tion and has applied for a $500,000 Safe
Street 4 All federal grant for the project.

Nationally, just more than one in 10
students walk or bike to school, accord-
ing to a 2017 National Household Travel
Survey. Two reasons why parents sur-
veyed don’t encourage walking: long
distances and hazardous traffic.

No specific data exists on a local lev-
el about accidents occurring during ac-
tive school zone hours. However, the
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration recorded 45 total fatalities
in accidents involving people on their
bikes in Sarasota County from the
years 2009 through 2020. Three in-
volved minors.

Nicholson expressed his frustration
with what he deems a lack of empathy
from the county in the years since his
son’s accident. 

“They weren’t going to do anything
initially (about the lack of traffic calm-

ing measures near Old Venice Road)
because they wanted to repave that
road, and they’re like ‘We got to invest
all this money in this sidewalk,’ ” he
said. “It’s crazy.”

‘Shouldn’t a safe route 
to school be a priority?’

In the Florida Department of Trans-
portation’s standards for school zones,
a traffic engineer can determine wheth-
er movement restrictions are justified,
such as prohibiting right-on-red turns. 

FDOT’s explanation as to why re-
duced speed limits for school zones are
necessary: Children have difficulties
with seeing and evaluating traffic con-
ditions due to limited peripheral vision
and visual acuity, lower heights and
premature judgment from a lack of ex-
perience.

Some can evaluate an incident like
15-year-old Ben’s as a teen’s one-off
reckless biking, but according to the
state, the rule of thumb for designing
these school zones is knowing that kids
lack the ability to predict harm on the
same level as adults.

Nicholson said that brings into
question the efficiency of programs like
the county’s bike rodeos handing out
helmets and lights when kids are bik-
ing in a world dependent on adults pay-
ing attention to the road.

“There are so many challenges to
making a pedestrian-friendly commu-
nity,” Nicholson said. “Accidents hap-
pen. We can’t prevent every one. It
seems like (Glaubach’s) driver was
speeding and driving recklessly. Traffic
calming would have helped.”

Wolfinger agreed.
“Lilly was hurt because the driver

was incredibly negligent and reckless.
That’s unquestioned. However, the in-
tersection could be improved to keep it
safer for everyone,” he said.

Nicholson, an avid cyclist, pointed to
the $65 million approved by voters into
extending the bicycle Legacy Trail
through the county. 

“I think it’s great for the community.
I love the Legacy Trail, it’s very popular
and commissioners can claim it as one
of their platform things. I think it’s nice
to make Sarasota an attractive place
and to provide recreation.”

“But shouldn’t a safe route to school
be a priority over those sorts of things?”

Stefania Lugli covers a little of every-
thing for the Herald-Tribune. Contact
her at slugli@heraldtribune.com. 

Continued from previous page

The stalled Sunseeker project was a
source of frustration for some local res-
idents, who complained that the pro-
ject, which was still surrounded by
construction cranes even while no one
was working on it, was an eyesore.

On Sept. 30, Charlotte County Emer-
gency Management had to temporarily
close both U.S. 41 bridges going be-
tween Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda
out of an abundance of caution after
the cranes fell.

According to Brian Gleason, com-
munications manager for the Charlotte
County Commission, a search and res-
cue team visited the resort site and
raised concerns about the stability of
one of the cranes and the potential for it
to fall toward U.S. 41. That’s when the
decision was made to close the bridges. 

Sunseeker then provided an engi-
neer’s conclusion that the crane was
not in danger of collapsing on or near
the road, so the bridges were reopened,
Gleason said. 

“Sunseeker continues to operate un-
der the terms and conditions of its per-
mits and development agreements, so
the county continues to perform in-
spections as needed and county staff
have regular consultations with Sun-
seeker officials on the project status

and phase 2 planning,” he said. 
Also Sept. 30, Allegiant announced

it would donate $100,000 to the Amer-
ican Red Cross for hurricane relief. 

Access to the site has been limited
since the storm, and the site was with-
out power for a period, Allegiant said,
but it looks like Sunseeker was protect-
ed significantly because of the con-
struction design to have structures
built 16 feet above the mean high tide
line.

Allegiant’s decision to install a sea-
wall along the length of Sunseeker’s
boundary with Charlotte Harbor also
helped, the company said. 

When it opens, Sunseeker is expect-
ed to be a major source of tourism to the
region and a major employer for Char-
lotte County. The luxury waterfront re-
sort will have 785 guest rooms, 20 origi-
nal food and beverage concepts, a fit-
ness center, two pools, an exclusive
golf course and 55,000 square feet of
meeting and event space.

Allegiant has said it plans to hire
1,200 people to staff Sunseeker, which
would make it the county’s third-larg-
est employer.

Nearby Punta Gorda Airport was 
Allegiant Air’s busiest during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the airline
flies millions of people in and out of
Florida on an annual basis.

In February, Redmond said that the
total project cost for Sunseeker could
end up being around $585 million.

A crane collapsed on Allegiant Travel Company’s Sunseeker Resort in Port
Charlotte following Hurricane Ian on Sept. 30. The Sunseeker project has been
a source of frustration for some local residents. MIKE LANG/HERALD-TRIBUNE

Sunseeker
Continued from Page 1A
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P
eople still want to live here, Hurricane Ian be damned. • Yes, jobs, housing and

recreation might be a challenge for a while, but in the end, the belief among

many is that Southwest Florida will figure out a way through perhaps the most

difficult dark days it’s ever had.

“After newly pended sales fell sharply during
and in the days just following the storm, the rate of
newly pended sales has increased each day,” said
Mike Dodge, director of education and market re-
search for John R. Wood Christie’s International
Real Estate. “As of Oct. 5, one week after landfall,
sales were back to 58% of their pre-storm pace.
That’s for all Collier and Lee areas from Marco up
to Cape Coral.”

Don’t count Dodge among those taken aback.
“Generally speaking, after a period of slower-

than-usual sales, real estate markets usually tend 

‘Old Florida is gone’

Sammie Clark, left, and Nevaeh Curran, both 11, explore a flooded mobile home community in Iona,
between Sanibel and Fort Myers, on Sept. 29 after Hurricane Ian devastated the Lee County area.
Thousands of homes in Lee and Collier counties were destroyed by flooding. AMY BETH BENNETT/AP

What will new SWFL look like after it’s rebuilt?
Phil Fernandez Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Boats such as this one at Naples Bay near 10th
Avenue South, shown on Oct. 4, were swept
ashore as Hurricane Ian devastated the area.
DARRON R. SILVA/SPECIAL TO THE NAPLES DAILY NEWSSee NEW SWFL, Page 5A
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The Biggest Fabric  
Sale Of The Year

NAPLES 
4425 TAMIAMI TRAIL E. 239-417-9107

BocaBargoonsNaples.com 
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THOUSANDS OF ROLLS IN STOCK. 
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the lowest ticketed price on  
every decorative fabric in stock!

SALE ENDS SATURDAY

to come back at a surprising rate after a
hurricane passes. This proved to be the
case with Irma in 2017 when newly
pended sales were down 90% just fol-
lowing the storm, then were back to
their normal pace just five weeks later,”
he said. “The rate at which sales will re-
cover will vary by specific geographical
area, largely depending on their level of
impact.”

But even after some of America’s big-
gest tropical cyclones with historic lev-
els of surge, the rebound was there,
Dodge said.

“After Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
sales in the metro New Orleans market
fell noticeably for about a month’s time
before they returned to, and even ex-
ceeded, their prior pace,” Dodge said.
“More recently, after Hurricane Harvey
in 2017, a similar trend held true for the
Houston metro area.”

New deals were still being recorded
at the Lee County Clerk of Courts, ac-
cording to real estate researcher Paige
Rausch of Aslan Realty Advisors.

Among them: The 52-unit Riverwalk
Apartment Homes just east of down-
town Fort Myers selling for $10.1 million
after originally going for $6 million in
2019.

Affordable housing hard to find

The major obstacle, though, might be
finding the right price for an abode in a
competitive market, with close to
20,000 Lee and more than 2,500 Collier
domiciles wiped out or close to it so far
in the ongoing surveying.

“There was a shortage of affordable
housing before Ian,” said Becky Lucas,
CEO for the 40-year-old Habitat for Hu-
manity of Lee and Hendry Counties.
“Now, with the massive devastation, the
problem will be exasperated beyond
comprehension. At Habitat, we are
gathering our resources and assessing
our options as quickly as possible.”

Habitat data has found that some
had already been spending 50% of their
monthly income to pay for their pads.
And many of those who lived in the Har-
lem Heights neighborhood, for example,
worked on Sanibel, Fort Myers and oth-
er areas, that like their homes, were in-
undated with the surge.

Hurricane Ian didn’t just batter
dwellings and more than 7,000 busi-

nesses in Southwest Florida. It dis-
placed residents, such as those in River
Park, a historically black, low-income
Naples community.

“There are people out here who need
help,” said Vincent Keeys, president of
the Collier NAACP.

As an attempted short-term solution,
the city set up a relief fund, allowing it to
accept outside funds, and City Manager
Jay Boodheshwar vowed to “get people
protected.”

Keeys said more attention will be
needed.

“Many of the service workers are
without shelter,” said Stan Stouder,
vice-chair of Lee County’s Local Plan-
ning Agency. “The most affordable
housing were mobile homes, and most
of the mobile homes got trashed. (A) lot
of people that lived in Iona, there’s
thousands of trailers down there that
are no longer habitable.

“Where are they going to go, and how
are these restaurants, and how are the
users and service workers going to re-
open if they don’t have shelter?”

A combination of events might end
up “turning the housing crisis into hous-
ing chaos,” said Steve Rye, CEO of Cape
Coral’s Mercola Market. “There’s been a
lot of displacement. We already have a
housing crisis here.”

‘Influx of temporary housing’

Stouder, CRE Consultants founding
partner, expects a repeat of what oc-
curred in 2004’s Hurricane Charley’s af-

termath in Punta Gorda, but perhaps at
a larger scale.

“I think there’s going to be an influx
of temporary housing, much as there
was with Charley by the Punta Gorda
Airport,” he said. “FEMA — they’re going
to start creating some place for these
people to shelter while more permanent
shelter options are put in place.

“As far as affordability, those interim
shelters are, I think, the short-term so-
lution, and the long-term solution is we
begin to build with more efficient and
expedient methods than stick, that kind
of stuff.”

Collier County Commission Chair-
man Bill McDaniel agrees on the need
for Federal Emergency Management
Agency temporary housing.

“It would certainly help, just to help
some of the more financially dependent
residents,” said McDaniel, who added
he’s aware of FEMA consideration of a
“housing mission” in Lee but not in Col-
lier at this point.

But nearly three weeks after Ian’s
blow, the state continued to delay such
assistance from President Joe Biden
and FEMA, as it says it’s working on its
own plan although no specific timetable
has been offered. That was confirmed at
a Collier town hall this week.

“An answer hasn’t been landed on
yet,” said Sam Harvey, an individual as-
sistance group supervisor for FEMA, as
the newly homeless sleep in their cars or
on front porches.

Just fixing damage alone will be chal-
lenging enough for Southwest Florida.

Lee’s Habitat, for example, assisted 109
families with repairs after Irma, but af-
ter Ian’s cataclysmic strike, it’s unchart-
ed territory as for what needs may
come, and assessments are continuing.

With the devastation so enormous,
so life-changing, some of the types of
places service employees worked have
no plans to reopen, such as the Cottages
of Paradise Point vacation rentals on the
north end of Fort Myers Beach. Dennis
Greenspon, who operated the vacation
rental establishment for two decades,
made the decision within days of the
devastation:

“It has been destroyed. Fort Myers
Beach (has) no power, no internet, no
water, no utilities. (Many) people have
died,” Greenspon said before water and
a little electricity began returning to the
island, which now has a trailered gov-
ernment center next to its crumbled
Town Hall. “We will not be rebuilding.
Cottages of Paradise Point is now a
beautiful, cherished memory.”

Jason Crosser, who owns 8-Bit Hall
of Fame, a classic video game store on
Bonita Beach Road less than a mile from
the Gulf of Mexico, lost everything.

“We don’t know what to do first,” said
the married Crosser, a former history in-
structor who has lived in the region for
16 years. “I might go back to Iowa and
teach.”

Southwest Florida lodging workers
like Mitch Stough and his brother say
they have no choice but to relocate.

“There’s nothing here for us. Our jobs
are gone. Our car’s gone. There’s noth-
ing open,” said Stough, who worked on
Fort Myers Beach. “It’s going to take a
couple years to get this thing back into
shape again.”

Those kinds of departures worry
companies, said Robbie Roepstorff,
president of Edison National Bank and
Matlacha’s Bank of the Islands, who has
“spoken with a lot of small businesses
(wanting) to make payroll.”

“They’re scared and concerned to
death about it,” Roepstorff said.
“They’ve got good people. They were af-
fected in their place of where they rent.
They now don’t have a job. They’re going
to leave us if we don’t get them on a good
payroll. (There are) just ways to do this
that I think we can all get creative on.”

‘An entirely different landscape’

Stouder, who moved from Fort Myers
Beach a year ago on Oct. 5 to an Iona 

New SWFL
Continued from Page 1A

See NEW SWFL, Page 6A

Curtis Williams sits in his front yard with all of his possessions on Sept. 29 after
Hurricane Ian caused widespread flooding in the River Park East neighborhood.
AMANDA INSCORE/THE NEWS-PRESS 
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high-rise, said it is difficult to see what
happened to his long-time oasis and the
pain its inhabitants are suffering.

“Old Florida is gone. We’re going to
see an entirely different landscape,” he
said. “Sadly, the cracker shacks, the
fishing shacks and all those old things
are nostalgic, but all that stuff is going to
be replaced by things that are going to
be built to different building standards.
And the stuff that’s standing out there is
stuff that was built in large part after
2005. I think the sad part is the charm
will be supplanted by the newer stuff.”

However, getting Southwest Florida
healthy again will end up creating dif-
ferent kinds of job opportunities,
Stouder said.

“I think the absence of tourism reve-
nue will be backfilled by construction
revenue. I think the pie will stay the
same. It’ll just have different ingredi-
ents,” he said. “The demand for any of
the trades, any of the permitting profes-
sionals is bottomless. I think it’ll be end-
less. (The) demand is going to be so
great.”

But won’t folks who hustled down
here from the Northeast and other spots
during the pandemic and bought up the
place now make a U-turn back to where
they came from after the shock of Ian’s
brutal force?

“I believe that Hurricane Sandy is the
balance,” Stouder said, noting that
many areas have the potential for natu-
ral disasters. “I mean, they lived in New
Jersey and New York, and Sandy was a
monster. (They) are going to face it
again if you’re on the coast no matter
where you are. So all the drivers that
brought people here are still bringing
people here.”

Now there might be an additional
draw: Those jobs of restoring or replac-
ing places that could lead to cultivating
local talent and bringing fresh expertise
from across the country and around the
globe.

“The Great Recession vacuumed all
of those skills out of our market,” Stoud-
er said. “All that plumbing, electrical,
mechanical, all that stuff is going to be
just very lucrative I would think for the
next five years in this market in South-
west Florida. (If) I had a high school-
aged child that had no interest in a col-
lege-track, I think people in the trades
are going to be making $150,000,

$200,000 a year for the foreseeable fu-
ture.”

With technology improving by the
day, how we build in the future will play
a role in that, and it’s with mostly green-
friendly materials that have higher ther-
mal resistance and can “take tremen-
dously stronger wind load, like up to
200 mph wind loads,” he said.

“The construction methods are going
to change,” Stouder said. “I believe we’re
going to start seeing the implementa-
tion of SIPs, like structurally insulated
panels. (SIPs) can be built in a third of
the time. (We) are going to start seeing
the implementation of insulated con-
crete forms — ICF. Basically, insulated
concrete forms is where they take es-
sentially LEGO-looking things that are
made out of Styrofoam, and then pour
those cells with concrete.”

‘Enormous income tax benefits’ 

The right kinds of results are going to
win the day.

“I think anybody in the masonry-re-
lated business is going to just crush be-
cause I don’t see build-back being pretty
much anything but masonry,” Stouder
said. “Whatever goes into making con-
crete, block fabrication, concrete plants
— I mean forget the infrastructure —
just the rebuild I think is going to be
highly driven by masonry products. So
people in that industry are going to
thrive.”

The door has opened more now
thanks to the available loans, Stouder
said.

“With the federally underwritten in-

terest rates, I don’t think interest rates
will be as big of a headwind against
commercial real estate,” he said. “I think
these government-augmented interest
rates, SBA, that kind of stuff, I think that
will actually facilitate and enable com-
mercial construction more so than if
those lower interest rate hazard-related
loans weren’t available.”

Tax benefits will also provide a boost,
said Matt Simmons, managing partner
at Maxwell, Hendry & Simmons.

“This is a really big deal,” Simmons
said. “It’s critical for areas like Sanibel,
Captiva, Fort Myers Beach and Pine Is-
land. There are enormous federal in-
come tax benefits that are going to be
available to so many people.”

Google IRS Publication 547 to get the
many details.

Up to $1 billion to reopen
South Seas Resort

Still, a big reason newcomers migrate
to the region, is for its sand and shores,
much of which are not in shape at all for
visitors after Ian’s pulverization. Au-
thorities haven’t been allowing access
anyway to multiple locations, and in
some cases even blocking relief agen-
cies from aiding coastal survivors.

It may take up to two years to get
state parks back in shape. But while
tourism will take a major hit, it’s cer-
tainly not the end of the road for the in-
dustry. Entities like Margaritaville still
plan to continue construction on Fort
Myers Beach, which lost a lot of its older
lodgings, Stouder said.

“I think Margaritaville is going to
have a windfall. Them and Pink Shell are
the only game in town, I think. If any-
thing, this is a prime opportunity for
Margaritaville to expand and to receive
even greater capacity,” Stouder said.
“They have a great opportunity to be a
service provider and an answer to the
interim tourism while these other facil-
ities make it through permitting and ul-
timately construction. I think the area
will bounce back strong.”

In a statement, Margaritaville said a
top priority was assisting the town, is-
landers and merchants of “the area, the
future home of Margaritaville Beach Re-
sort Fort Myers Beach. At this time, we
are working with our partners and local
authorities to assess the impact on our
development. We are committed to be-
ing part of the recovery of this beautiful
destination.”

The storied South Seas Resort, which
takes up the northern four miles of Cap-

tiva or “a third of the island,” also wants
to rebuild, said Greg Spencer, CEO of
Timbers Resort, owners that purchased
the complex last year.

“Ironically, our one-year anniversary
was the day the storm hit,” Spencer said.
“We estimate it’s going to be anywhere
from $800 million to a billion to not only
rebuild the property but to build it back
to what the (current) standards are.
We’re prepared to do that.”

But there are challenges.
“Lenders have almost zero appetite

for investing, funding projects in a hur-
ricane zone,” Spencer said. “”That’s
something that’s going to be key for us.”

For a few local banks, just getting the
doors unlatched again is first on the list,
said Roepstorff, a Sanibel resident who
has an Edison branch near her home.

“The good news is all the banks in the
Fort Myers market have a bank to ser-
vice their customers. (On) Sanibel, un-
fortunately not. I’ve spoken with the
two big banks, Chase and Well Fargo.
They really haven’t been able to assess
their situation,” Roepstorff said.

The Sanibel-Captiva “community
bank is actually doing some business in
the parking lot because customers need
to get into their safe deposit boxes. He
had minimal damage compared to our
damage, and I just cannot from a liabil-
ity standpoint let anyone in until such
time as it’s safe.” she said.

Local government is vital in the re-
covery, Stouder said.

“I think one of the bigger issues that’s
going to face the market is the backlog in
permitting. The government agencies
aren’t staffed for the avalanche of per-
mitting,” he said. “I think the smart
leadership is to start aligning off-site
permitting resources to process these
permits as quickly as possible. I think
that’s a real estate entanglement that
could be a problem.”

Cape Coral is one that took a step to-
ward addressing the potential hurdles.

To expedite, the city is temporarily
waiving permit fees and opened a pair
of emergency permitting locations at
Cape Coral City Hall and the Cape Coral
Art Center. It will be open every day ex-
cept Sunday.

Based at the Naples Daily News, Col-
umnist Phil Fernandez (pfernan-
dez@gannett.com) writes In the Know
as part of the USA TODAY NETWORK,
which supplemented this report with ef-
forts by Laura Layden, Liz Freeman,
Kate Cimini and Dan Glaun. Support
Democracy and subscribe to a newspa-
per.

New SWFL
Continued from Page 5A

A Fort Myers neighborhood near the
bridge to Fort Myers Beach shows the
effects of being hit by Hurricane Ian.
GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST 
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P
eople still want to live here, Hurricane Ian be damned. • Yes, jobs, housing and

recreation might be a challenge for a while, but in the end, the belief among many

is that Southwest Florida will figure out a way through perhaps the most difficult

dark days it’s ever had.

“After newly pended sales fell sharply during and
in the days just following the storm, the rate of new-
ly pended sales has increased each day,” said Mike
Dodge, director of education and market research
for John R. Wood Christie’s International Real Es-
tate. “As of Oct. 5, one week after landfall, sales
were back to 58% of their pre-storm pace. That’s for
all Collier and Lee areas from Marco up to Cape Cor-
al.”

Don’t count Dodge among those taken aback.
“Generally speaking, after a period of slower-

than-usual sales, real estate markets usually tend 

‘Old Florida is gone’

Sammie Clark, left, and Nevaeh Curran, both 11, explore a flooded mobile home community in Iona,
between Sanibel and Fort Myers, on Sept. 29 after Hurricane Ian devastated the Lee County area.
Thousands of homes in Lee and Collier counties were destroyed by flooding. AMY BETH BENNETT/AP

What will new SWFL look like after it’s rebuilt?
Phil Fernandez Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Boats such as this one at Naples Bay near 10th
Avenue South, shown on Oct. 4, were swept
ashore as Hurricane Ian devastated the area.
DARRON R. SILVA/SPECIAL TO THE NAPLES DAILY NEWSSee NEW SWFL, Page 5A
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to come back at a surprising rate after a
hurricane passes. This proved to be the
case with Irma in 2017 when newly pend-
ed sales were down 90% just following
the storm, then were back to their nor-
mal pace just five weeks later,” he said.
“The rate at which sales will recover will
vary by specific geographical area, large-
ly depending on their level of impact.”

But even after some of America’s big-
gest tropical cyclones with historic levels
of surge, the rebound was there, Dodge
said.

“After Hurricane Katrina in 2005,
sales in the metro New Orleans market
fell noticeably for about a month’s time
before they returned to, and even ex-
ceeded, their prior pace,” Dodge said.
“More recently, after Hurricane Harvey
in 2017, a similar trend held true for the
Houston metro area.”

New deals were still being recorded at
the Lee County Clerk of Courts, accord-
ing to real estate researcher Paige
Rausch of Aslan Realty Advisors.

Among them: The 52-unit Riverwalk
Apartment Homes just east of down-
town Fort Myers selling for $10.1 million
after originally going for $6 million in
2019.

Affordable housing hard to find

The major obstacle, though, might be
finding the right price for an abode in a
competitive market, with close to
20,000 Lee and more than 2,500 Collier
domiciles wiped out or close to it so far in
the ongoing surveying.

“There was a shortage of affordable
housing before Ian,” said Becky Lucas,
CEO for the 40-year-old Habitat for Hu-
manity of Lee and Hendry Counties.
“Now, with the massive devastation, the
problem will be exasperated beyond
comprehension. At Habitat, we are gath-
ering our resources and assessing our
options as quickly as possible.”

Habitat data has found that some had
already been spending 50% of their
monthly income to pay for their pads.
And many of those who lived in the Har-
lem Heights neighborhood, for example,
worked on Sanibel, Fort Myers and other
areas, that like their homes, were inun-
dated with the surge.

Hurricane Ian didn’t just batter dwell-
ings and more than 7,000 businesses in
Southwest Florida. It displaced resi-

dents, such as those in River Park, a his-
torically black, low-income Naples com-
munity.

“There are people out here who need
help,” said Vincent Keeys, president of
the Collier NAACP.

As an attempted short-term solution,
the city set up a relief fund, allowing it to
accept outside funds, and City Manager
Jay Boodheshwar vowed to “get people
protected.”

Keeys said more attention will be
needed.

“Many of the service workers are
without shelter,” said Stan Stouder, vice-
chair of Lee County’s Local Planning
Agency. “The most affordable housing
were mobile homes, and most of the mo-
bile homes got trashed. (A) lot of people
that lived in Iona, there’s thousands of
trailers down there that are no longer
habitable.

“Where are they going to go, and how
are these restaurants, and how are the
users and service workers going to re-
open if they don’t have shelter?”

A combination of events might end up
“turning the housing crisis into housing
chaos,” said Steve Rye, CEO of Cape Cor-
al’s Mercola Market. “There’s been a lot
of displacement. We already have a
housing crisis here.”

‘Influx of temporary housing’

Stouder, CRE Consultants founding
partner, expects a repeat of what oc-
curred in 2004’s Hurricane Charley’s af-
termath in Punta Gorda, but perhaps at a
larger scale.

“I think there’s going to be an influx of
temporary housing, much as there was
with Charley by the Punta Gorda Air-
port,” he said. “FEMA — they’re going to
start creating some place for these peo-
ple to shelter while more permanent
shelter options are put in place.

“As far as affordability, those interim
shelters are, I think, the short-term solu-
tion, and the long-term solution is we be-
gin to build with more efficient and expe-
dient methods than stick, that kind of
stuff.”

Collier County Commission Chairman
Bill McDaniel agrees on the need for Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
temporary housing.

“It would certainly help, just to help
some of the more financially dependent
residents,” said McDaniel, who added
he’s aware of FEMA consideration of a
“housing mission” in Lee but not in Col-
lier at this point.

But nearly three weeks after Ian’s

blow, the state continued to delay such
assistance from President Joe Biden and
FEMA, as it says it’s working on its own
plan although no specific timetable has
been offered. That was confirmed at a
Collier town hall this week.

“An answer hasn’t been landed on
yet,” said Sam Harvey, an individual as-
sistance group supervisor for FEMA, as
the newly homeless sleep in their cars or
on front porches.

Just fixing damage alone will be chal-
lenging enough for Southwest Florida.
Lee’s Habitat, for example, assisted 109
families with repairs after Irma, but after
Ian’s cataclysmic strike, it’s uncharted
territory as for what needs may come,
and assessments are continuing.

With the devastation so enormous, so
life-changing, some of the types of
places service employees worked have
no plans to reopen, such as the Cottages
of Paradise Point vacation rentals on the
north end of Fort Myers Beach. Dennis
Greenspon, who operated the vacation
rental establishment for two decades,
made the decision within days of the
devastation:

“It has been destroyed. Fort Myers
Beach (has) no power, no internet, no
water, no utilities. (Many) people have
died,” Greenspon said before water and a
little electricity began returning to the is-
land, which now has a trailered govern-
ment center next to its crumbled Town
Hall. “We will not be rebuilding. Cottages
of Paradise Point is now a beautiful,
cherished memory.”

Jason Crosser, who owns 8-Bit Hall of
Fame, a classic video game store on Bon-
ita Beach Road less than a mile from the
Gulf of Mexico, lost everything.

“We don’t know what to do first,” said
the married Crosser, a former history in-
structor who has lived in the region for 16
years. “I might go back to Iowa and
teach.”

Southwest Florida lodging workers
like Mitch Stough and his brother say
they have no choice but to relocate.

“There’s nothing here for us. Our jobs
are gone. Our car’s gone. There’s nothing
open,” said Stough, who worked on Fort
Myers Beach. “It’s going to take a couple
years to get this thing back into shape
again.”

Those kinds of departures worry
companies, said Robbie Roepstorff,
president of Edison National Bank and
Matlacha’s Bank of the Islands, who has
“spoken with a lot of small businesses
(wanting) to make payroll.”

“They’re scared and concerned to
death about it,” Roepstorff said. “They’ve

got good people. They were affected in
their place of where they rent. They now
don’t have a job. They’re going to leave us
if we don’t get them on a good payroll.
(There are) just ways to do this that I
think we can all get creative on.”

‘An entirely different landscape’

Stouder, who moved from Fort Myers
Beach a year ago on Oct. 5 to an Iona
high-rise, said it is difficult to see what
happened to his long-time oasis and the
pain its inhabitants are suffering.

“Old Florida is gone. We’re going to
see an entirely different landscape,” he
said. “Sadly, the cracker shacks, the fish-
ing shacks and all those old things are
nostalgic, but all that stuff is going to be
replaced by things that are going to be
built to different building standards. And
the stuff that’s standing out there is stuff
that was built in large part after 2005. I
think the sad part is the charm will be
supplanted by the newer stuff.”

However, getting Southwest Florida
healthy again will end up creating differ-
ent kinds of job opportunities, Stouder
said.

“I think the absence of tourism reve-
nue will be backfilled by construction
revenue. I think the pie will stay the
same. It’ll just have different ingredi-
ents,” he said. “The demand for any of
the trades, any of the permitting profes-
sionals is bottomless. I think it’ll be end-
less. (The) demand is going to be so
great.”

But won’t folks who hustled down
here from the Northeast and other spots
during the pandemic and bought up the
place now make a U-turn back to where
they came from after the shock of Ian’s
brutal force?

“I believe that Hurricane Sandy is the
balance,” Stouder said, noting that many
areas have the potential for natural di-
sasters. “I mean, they lived in New Jersey
and New York, and Sandy was a monster.
(They) are going to face it again if you’re
on the coast no matter where you are. So
all the drivers that brought people here
are still bringing people here.”

Now there might be an additional
draw: Those jobs of restoring or replac-
ing places that could lead to cultivating
local talent and bringing fresh expertise
from across the country and around the
globe.

“The Great Recession vacuumed all of
those skills out of our market,” Stouder
said. “All that plumbing, electrical, me-

See NEW SWFL, Page 6A
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chanical, all that stuff is going to be just very lucrative I
would think for the next five years in this market in
Southwest Florida. (If) I had a high school-aged child
that had no interest in a college-track, I think people in
the trades are going to be making $150,000, $200,000 a
year for the foreseeable future.”

With technology improving by the day, how we build
in the future will play a role in that, and it’s with mostly
green-friendly materials that have higher thermal re-
sistance and can “take tremendously stronger wind
load, like up to 200 mph wind loads,” he said.

“The construction methods are going to change,”
Stouder said. “I believe we’re going to start seeing the
implementation of SIPs, like structurally insulated pan-
els. (SIPs) can be built in a third of the time. (We) are
going to start seeing the implementation of insulated
concrete forms — ICF. Basically, insulated concrete
forms is where they take essentially LEGO-looking
things that are made out of Styrofoam, and then pour
those cells with concrete.”

‘Enormous income tax benefits’ 

The right kinds of results are going to win the day.
“I think anybody in the masonry-related business is

going to just crush because I don’t see build-back being
pretty much anything but masonry,” Stouder said.
“Whatever goes into making concrete, block fabrica-
tion, concrete plants — I mean forget the infrastructure
— just the rebuild I think is going to be highly driven by
masonry products. So people in that industry are going
to thrive.”

The door has opened more now thanks to the avail-
able loans, Stouder said.

“With the federally underwritten interest rates, I
don’t think interest rates will be as big of a headwind
against commercial real estate,” he said. “I think these
government-augmented interest rates, SBA, that kind
of stuff, I think that will actually facilitate and enable
commercial construction more so than if those lower
interest rate hazard-related loans weren’t available.”

Tax benefits will also provide a boost, said Matt Sim-
mons, managing partner at Maxwell, Hendry & Sim-
mons.

“This is a really big deal,” Simmons said. “It’s critical
for areas like Sanibel, Captiva, Fort Myers Beach and
Pine Island. There are enormous federal income tax
benefits that are going to be available to so many peo-
ple.”

Google IRS Publication 547 to get the many details.

Up to $1 billion to reopen
South Seas Resort

Still, a big reason newcomers migrate to the region, is
for its sand and shores, much of which are not in shape
at all for visitors after Ian’s pulverization. Authorities
haven’t been allowing access anyway to multiple loca-
tions, and in some cases even blocking relief agencies

from aiding coastal survivors.
It may take up to two years to get state parks back in

shape. But while tourism will take a major hit, it’s cer-
tainly not the end of the road for the industry. Entities
like Margaritaville still plan to continue construction on
Fort Myers Beach, which lost a lot of its older lodgings,
Stouder said.

“I think Margaritaville is going to have a windfall.
Them and Pink Shell are the only game in town, I think.
If anything, this is a prime opportunity for Margarita-
ville to expand and to receive even greater capacity,”
Stouder said. “They have a great opportunity to be a
service provider and an answer to the interim tourism
while these other facilities make it through permitting
and ultimately construction. I think the area will
bounce back strong.”

In a statement, Margaritaville said a top priority was
assisting the town, islanders and merchants of “the
area, the future home of Margaritaville Beach Resort
Fort Myers Beach. At this time, we are working with our
partners and local authorities to assess the impact on
our development. We are committed to being part of the
recovery of this beautiful destination.”

The storied South Seas Resort, which takes up the
northern four miles of Captiva or “a third of the island,”
also wants to rebuild, said Greg Spencer, CEO of Tim-
bers Resort, owners that purchased the complex last
year.

“Ironically, our one-year anniversary was the day the
storm hit,” Spencer said. “We estimate it’s going to be
anywhere from $800 million to a billion to not only re-
build the property but to build it back to what the (cur-
rent) standards are. We’re prepared to do that.”

But there are challenges.
“Lenders have almost zero appetite for investing,

funding projects in a hurricane zone,” Spencer said.
“”That’s something that’s going to be key for us.”

For a few local banks, just getting the doors un-
latched again is first on the list, said Roepstorff, a Sani-
bel resident who has an Edison branch near her home.

“The good news is all the banks in the Fort Myers
market have a bank to service their customers. (On)
Sanibel, unfortunately not. I’ve spoken with the two big
banks, Chase and Well Fargo. They really haven’t been
able to assess their situation,” Roepstorff said.

The Sanibel-Captiva “community bank is actually
doing some business in the parking lot because cus-
tomers need to get into their safe deposit boxes. He had
minimal damage compared to our damage, and I just
cannot from a liability standpoint let anyone in until
such time as it’s safe.” she said.

Local government is vital in the recovery, Stouder
said.

“I think one of the bigger issues that’s going to face
the market is the backlog in permitting. The govern-
ment agencies aren’t staffed for the avalanche of per-
mitting,” he said. “I think the smart leadership is to start
aligning off-site permitting resources to process these
permits as quickly as possible. I think that’s a real es-
tate entanglement that could be a problem.”

Cape Coral is one that took a step toward addressing
the potential hurdles.

To expedite, the city is temporarily waiving permit
fees and opened a pair of emergency permitting loca-
tions at Cape Coral City Hall and the Cape Coral Art
Center. It will be open every day except Sunday.

Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fer-
nandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes In the Know
as part of the USA TODAY NETWORK, which supple-
mented this report with efforts by Laura Layden, Liz
Freeman, Kate Cimini and Dan Glaun. Support Democ-
racy and subscribe to a newspaper.

A Fort Myers neighborhood near the bridge to Fort
Myers Beach shows the effects of being hit by
Hurricane Ian. GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST 
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Local News

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — It’s estimated that Punta 
Gorda Airport facilities suffered more than 
$25 million in damages from Hurricane Ian.

Charlotte County Airport Authority members 
learned Thursday there’s damage to some 
airport buildings, equipment, vehicles, hangars, 
fencing and trees.

The estimates don’t include the 10 aircraft 
that were destroyed or several tenants — 
including Arcadia Aerospace Industries and Air 
Trek inc. Jet Charter Company — that suffered 
damaged. AeroGuard Flight Training Center 

was damaged and lost aircraft.
The runway lights were quickly restored, and 

there were no oil or fuel spills at the airport, 
officials said.

“We are building to a higher standard,” Punta 
Gorda Airport CEO James Parish 
said.

Parish said there was only 
“minor damage” to the terminal. 
He said in 2004, Hurricane 
Charley damaged 80 aircraft. 

Parish said the airport received 
help from aviation teams with 
supplies and mutual aid from
Tallahassee, Jacksonville, 
St. Petersburg, Naples and 

Savannah, Georgia, airports. The Gulfstream 
Aerospace Corporation and the Southeast 

Airport: Ian caused more than $25M in damage
Board members approve big 

raise for airport CEO

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Charlotte County Airport Authority members saw slides of 
damage on the airport campus during the Thursday meeting.

PARISH

SEE AIRPORT, 3B
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Airport Disaster 
Operations Group, or 
SEADOG response team 
and the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office sent help.

Food trucks came 
to feed workers and 
volunteers as Parish 
worked to reopen the 
airport.

Parish said he’s 
actively working with the 
insurance company. The 
board voted to allow him 
to negotiate “reasonable 
rent abatement” contracts 
with any businesses on 
the campus that suffered 
damage or are deemed 
unusable.

“I’d like to keep 
as many tenants as 
possible,” he said.

The board also voted 
to increase the threshold 
from $25,000 to $100,000 

before Parish must bring 
purchasing items before 
them for a vote.

BOARD APPROVES RAISE 
FOR AIRPORT CEO 

The board discussed 
Parish’s annual review. 
He received a 4.6 out of  
a 5 rating. His contract 
allows for a 2.75% raise. 
However, authority chair 
Robert Hancik said Parish 
is “somewhat underpaid” 
and the cost of  living has 
increased and other CEOs 
in the region are making 
more money. Hancik said 
CEOs running aviation-
only portions of  the 
airport on average make 
$242,000. He said CEOS 
in the region make about 
$289,477. Parish makes 
$206,000.

Authority board 
member Vanessa Oliver 
made a motion to give 
Parish an 8.2% raise. The 
board approved raising 

Parish’s salary to $222,892.
“We have the best CEO 

in the nation,” member 
James Herston said.

Parish said he 
appreciated the 
recognition for him and 
his staff’s hard work. He 
said about six employees 
lost everything in the 
storm. He said despite 
their own personal losses, 
employees came to work, 
cleaned up debris and 
helped keep operations 
going.

The board also 
approved Parish’s $446,185 
request for a tractor, 
a 96-inch mower, two 
pickups, a forklift and 
skid-steer loader to help 
with cleanup efforts. 

Parish said there were 
65,000 passengers at 
the airport in August 
compared to 73,000 last 
year. He said the decrease 
was caused because a 
runway was closed for a 

week. Shortly after, the 
Punta Gorda Airport 
became one of  the central 
airports for Hurricane 
Ian recovery. 

Hancik said employees 
did an exceptional job 
during “enormous 
challenges.”

“Besides getting us 
up and running in days, 
(there) were the logistics 
of  staging of  hundreds of  
power company vehicles 
and their employees, plus 
air operations associated 
with the aftermath of  the 
storm through the new 
Air Center Terminal,” he 
said. 

Email: elaine.allen@
yoursun.com
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P
eople still want to live here, Hurricane Ian

be damned. • Yes, jobs, housing and recre-

ation might be a challenge for a while, but

in the end, the belief among many is that

Southwest Florida will figure out a way through per-

haps the most difficult dark days it’s ever had.
“After newly pended sales fell sharply during and in the

days just following the storm, the rate of newly pended sales
has increased each day,” said Mike Dodge, director of educa-
tion and market research for John R. Wood Christie’s Inter-
national Real Estate. “As of Oct. 5, one week after landfall,
sales were back to 58% of their pre-storm pace. That’s for all
Collier and Lee areas from Marco up to Cape Coral.”

Don’t count Dodge among those taken aback.
“Generally speaking, after a period of slower-than-usual

sales, real estate markets usually tend to come back at a sur-
prising rate after a hurricane passes. This proved to be the
case with Irma in 2017 when newly pended sales were down
90% just following the storm, then were back to their normal
pace just five weeks later,” he said. “The rate at which sales
will recover will vary by specific geographical area, largely
depending on their level of impact.”

But even after some of America’s biggest tropical cyclones
with historic levels of surge, the rebound was there, Dodge
said.

“After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, sales in the metro New
Orleans market fell noticeably for about a month’s time be-
fore they returned to, and even exceeded, their prior pace,”
Dodge said. “More recently, after Hurricane Harvey in 2017, a
similar trend held true for the Houston metro area.”

New deals were still being recorded at the Lee County
Clerk of Courts, according to real estate researcher Paige
Rausch of Aslan Realty Advisors.

Among them: The 52-unit Riverwalk Apartment Homes
just east of downtown Fort Myers selling for $10.1 million af-
ter originally going for $6 million in 2019.

Affordable housing hard to find

The major obstacle, though, might be finding the right
price for an abode in a competitive market, with close to
20,000 Lee and more than 2,500 Collier domiciles wiped out
or close to it so far in the ongoing surveying.

“There was a shortage of affordable housing before Ian,”
said Becky Lucas, CEO for the 40-year-old Habitat for Hu-
manity of Lee and Hendry Counties. “Now, with the massive
devastation, the problem will be exasperated beyond com-
prehension. At Habitat, we are gathering our resources and
assessing our options as quickly as possible.”

Habitat data has found that some had already been
spending 50% of their monthly income to pay for their pads.
And many of those who lived in the Harlem Heights neigh-
borhood, for example, worked on Sanibel, Fort Myers and
other areas, that like their homes, were inundated with the
surge.

Hurricane Ian didn’t just batter dwellings and more than
7,000 businesses in Southwest Florida. It displaced resi-
dents, such as those in River Park, a historically black, low-
income Naples community.

“There are people out here who need help,” said Vincent
Keeys, president of the Collier NAACP.

As an attempted short-term solution, the city set up a re-
lief fund, allowing it to accept outside funds, and City Man-
ager Jay Boodheshwar vowed to “get people protected.”

Keeys said more attention will be needed.
“Many of the service workers are without shelter,” said

Stan Stouder, vice-chair of Lee County’s Local Planning
Agency. “The most affordable housing were mobile homes,
and most of the mobile homes got trashed. (A) lot of people
that lived in Iona, there’s thousands of trailers down there
that are no longer habitable.

“Where are they going to go, and how are these restau-
rants, and how are the users and service workers going to
reopen if they don’t have shelter?”

A combination of events might end up “turning the hous-
ing crisis into housing chaos,” said Steve Rye, CEO of Cape
Coral’s Mercola Market. “There’s been a lot of displacement.
We already have a housing crisis here.”

‘Influx of temporary housing’

Stouder, CRE Consultants founding partner, expects a re-
peat of what occurred in 2004’s Hurricane Charley’s after-
math in Punta Gorda, but perhaps at a larger scale.

“I think there’s going to be an influx of temporary housing,
much as there was with Charley by the Punta Gorda Airport,”
he said. “FEMA — they’re going to start creating some place
for these people to shelter while more permanent shelter op-
tions are put in place.

“As far as affordability, those interim shelters are, I think,
the short-term solution, and the long-term solution is we be-
gin to build with more efficient and expedient methods than
stick, that kind of stuff.”

Collier County Commission Chairman Bill McDaniel
agrees on the need for Federal Emergency Management
Agency temporary housing.

“It would certainly help, just to help some of the more fi-
nancially dependent residents,” said McDaniel, who added
he’s aware of FEMA consideration of a “housing mission” in
Lee but not in Collier at this point.

But nearly three weeks after Ian’s blow, the state con-
tinued to delay such assistance from President Joe Biden
and FEMA, as it says it’s working on its own plan although no
specific timetable has been offered. That was confirmed at a
Collier town hall this week.

“An answer hasn’t been landed on yet,” said Sam Harvey,
an individual assistance group supervisor for FEMA, as the
newly homeless sleep in their cars or on front porches.

Just fixing damage alone will be challenging enough for
Southwest Florida. Lee’s Habitat, for example, assisted 109
families with repairs after Irma, but after Ian’s cataclysmic 

Sammie Clark, left, and Nevaeh Curran, both 11, explore a flooded mobile home community in Iona, between Sanibel and
Fort Myers, on Sept. 29 after Hurricane Ian devastated the Lee County area. Thousands of homes in Lee and Collier
counties were destroyed by flooding. AMY BETH BENNETT/AP

MUCH OF ‘OLD
FLORIDA IS GONE’

What will area look like after it’s rebuilt?
Phil Fernandez Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Boats such as this one at Naples Bay near 10th Avenue
South, shown on Oct. 4, were swept ashore as Hurricane
Ian devastated the area. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

See NEW SWFL, Page 12A
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strike, it’s uncharted territory as for
what needs may come, and assess-
ments are continuing.

Jason Crosser, who owns 8-Bit Hall
of Fame, a classic video game store on
Bonita Beach Road less than a mile from
the Gulf of Mexico, lost everything.

“We don’t know what to do first,” said
the married Crosser, a former history in-
structor who has lived in the region for
16 years. “I might go back to Iowa and
teach.”

Southwest Florida lodging workers
like Mitch Stough and his brother say
they have no choice but to relocate.

“There’s nothing here for us. Our jobs
are gone. Our car’s gone. There’s noth-
ing open,” said Stough, who worked on
Fort Myers Beach. “It’s going to take a
couple years to get this thing back into
shape again.”

Those kinds of departures worry
companies, said Robbie Roepstorff,
president of Edison National Bank and
Matlacha’s Bank of the Islands, who has
“spoken with a lot of small businesses
(wanting) to make payroll.”

“They’re scared and concerned to
death about it,” Roepstorff said.
“They’ve got good people. They were af-
fected in their place of where they rent.
They now don’t have a job. They’re going
to leave us if we don’t get them on a good
payroll. (There are) just ways to do this
that I think we can all get creative on.”

‘An entirely different landscape’

Stouder, who moved from Fort Myers
Beach a year ago on Oct. 5 to an Iona
high-rise, said it is difficult to see what
happened to his long-time oasis and the
pain its inhabitants are suffering.

“Old Florida is gone. We’re going to
see an entirely different landscape,” he
said. “Sadly, the cracker shacks, the
fishing shacks and all those old things
are nostalgic, but all that stuff is going to
be replaced by things that are going to
be built to different building standards.
And the stuff that’s standing out there is
stuff that was built in large part after
2005. I think the sad part is the charm
will be supplanted by the newer stuff.”

However, getting Southwest Florida
healthy again will end up creating dif-
ferent kinds of job opportunities,
Stouder said.

“I think the absence of tourism reve-
nue will be backfilled by construction
revenue. I think the pie will stay the
same. It’ll just have different ingredi-
ents,” he said. “The demand for any of
the trades, any of the permitting profes-
sionals is bottomless. I think it’ll be end-
less. (The) demand is going to be so
great.”

But won’t folks who hustled down
here from the Northeast and other spots

during the pandemic and bought up the
place now make a U-turn back to where
they came from after the shock of Ian’s
brutal force?

“I believe that Hurricane Sandy is the
balance,” Stouder said, noting that
many areas have the potential for natu-
ral disasters. “I mean, they lived in New
Jersey and New York, and Sandy was a
monster. (They) are going to face it
again if you’re on the coast no matter
where you are. So all the drivers that
brought people here are still bringing
people here.”

Now there might be an additional
draw: Those jobs of restoring or replac-
ing places that could lead to cultivating
local talent and bringing fresh expertise
from across the country and around the
globe.

“The Great Recession vacuumed all
of those skills out of our market,” Stoud-
er said. “All that plumbing, electrical,
mechanical, all that stuff is going to be
just very lucrative I would think for the
next five years in this market in South-
west Florida. (If) I had a high school-
aged child that had no interest in a col-
lege-track, I think people in the trades
are going to be making $150,000,
$200,000 a year for the foreseeable fu-
ture.”

With technology improving by the
day, how we build in the future will play
a role in that, and it’s with mostly green-
friendly materials that have higher ther-
mal resistance and can “take tremen-
dously stronger wind load, like up to
200 mph wind loads,” he said.

“The construction methods are going
to change,” Stouder said. “I believe we’re
going to start seeing the implementa-
tion of SIPs, like structurally insulated
panels. (SIPs) can be built in a third of
the time. (We) are going to start seeing
the implementation of insulated con-
crete forms — ICF. Basically, insulated
concrete forms is where they take es-
sentially LEGO-looking things that are
made out of Styrofoam, and then pour
those cells with concrete.”

Piles of debris from condos on 10th Avenue South in Naples on Oct. 4. Hurricane
Ian flooded parts of downtown Naples. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

Crews scoop up debris from Hurricane
Ian along Gordon Drive in Naples on
Oct. 5. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

Construction crews work to repair the Sanibel Causeway that was damaged
during Hurricane Ian and dredge the Punta Rassa boat ramp. PHOTO BY ASHLEY WHITE
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P
eople still want to live here, Hurricane Ian

be damned. • Yes, jobs, housing and recre-

ation might be a challenge for a while, but

in the end, the belief among many is that

Southwest Florida will fi�gure out a way through per-

haps the most diffi�cult dark days it’s ever had.
“After newly pended sales fell sharply during and in the

days just following the storm, the rate of newly pended sales
has increased each day,” said Mike Dodge, director of educa-
tion and market research for John R. Wood Christie’s Inter-
national Real Estate. “As of Oct. 5, one week after landfall,
sales were back to 58% of their pre-storm pace. That’s for all
Collier and Lee areas from Marco up to Cape Coral.”

Don’t count Dodge among those taken aback.
“Generally speaking, after a period of slower-than-usual

sales, real estate markets usually tend to come back at a sur-
prising rate after a hurricane passes. This proved to be the
case with Irma in 2017 when newly pended sales were down
90% just following the storm, then were back to their normal
pace just fi�ve weeks later,” he said. “The rate at which sales
will recover will vary by specifi�c geographical area, largely
depending on their level of impact.”

But even after some of America’s biggest tropical cyclones
with historic levels of surge, the rebound was there, Dodge
said.

“After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, sales in the metro New
Orleans market fell noticeably for about a month’s time be-
fore they returned to, and even exceeded, their prior pace,”
Dodge said. “More recently, after Hurricane Harvey in 2017, a
similar trend held true for the Houston metro area.”

New deals were still being recorded at the Lee County
Clerk of Courts, according to real estate researcher Paige
Rausch of Aslan Realty Advisors.

Among them: The 52-unit Riverwalk Apartment Homes
just east of downtown Fort Myers selling for $10.1 million af-
ter originally going for $6 million in 2019.

Affordable housing hard to fi�nd

The major obstacle, though, might be fi�nding the right
price for an abode in a competitive market, with close to
20,000 Lee and more than 2,500 Collier domiciles wiped out
or close to it so far in the ongoing surveying.

“There was a shortage of aff�ordable housing before Ian,”
said Becky Lucas, CEO for the 40-year-old Habitat for Hu-
manity of Lee and Hendry Counties. “Now, with the massive
devastation, the problem will be exasperated beyond com-
prehension. At Habitat, we are gathering our resources and
assessing our options as quickly as possible.”

Habitat data has found that some had already been
spending 50% of their monthly income to pay for their pads.
And many of those who lived in the Harlem Heights neigh-
borhood, for example, worked on Sanibel, Fort Myers and
other areas, that like their homes, were inundated with the
surge.

Hurricane Ian didn’t just batter dwellings and more than
7,000 businesses in Southwest Florida. It displaced resi-
dents, such as those in River Park, a historically black, low-
income Naples community.

“There are people out here who need help,” said Vincent
Keeys, president of the Collier NAACP.

As an attempted short-term solution, the city set up a re-
lief fund, allowing it to accept outside funds, and City Man-
ager Jay Boodheshwar vowed to “get people protected.”

Keeys said more attention will be needed.
“Many of the service workers are without shelter,” said

Stan Stouder, vice-chair of Lee County’s Local Planning
Agency. “The most aff�ordable housing were mobile homes,
and most of the mobile homes got trashed. (A) lot of people
that lived in Iona, there’s thousands of trailers down there
that are no longer habitable.

“Where are they going to go, and how are these restau-
rants, and how are the users and service workers going to
reopen if they don’t have shelter?”

A combination of events might end up “turning the hous-
ing crisis into housing chaos,” said Steve Rye, CEO of Cape
Coral’s Mercola Market. “There’s been a lot of displacement.
We already have a housing crisis here.”

‘Influx of temporary housing’

Stouder, CRE Consultants founding partner, expects a re-
peat of what occurred in 2004’s Hurricane Charley’s after-
math in Punta Gorda, but perhaps at a larger scale.

“I think there’s going to be an infl�ux of temporary housing,
much as there was with Charley by the Punta Gorda Airport,”
he said. “FEMA — they’re going to start creating some place
for these people to shelter while more permanent shelter op-
tions are put in place.

“As far as aff�ordability, those interim shelters are, I think,
the short-term solution, and the long-term solution is we be-
gin to build with more effi�cient and expedient methods than
stick, that kind of stuff�.”

Collier County Commission Chairman Bill McDaniel
agrees on the need for Federal Emergency Management
Agency temporary housing.

“It would certainly help, just to help some of the more fi�-
nancially dependent residents,” said McDaniel, who added
he’s aware of FEMA consideration of a “housing mission” in
Lee but not in Collier at this point.

But nearly three weeks after Ian’s blow, the state con-
tinued to delay such assistance from President Joe Biden
and FEMA, as it says it’s working on its own plan although no
specifi�c timetable has been off�ered. That was confi�rmed at a
Collier town hall this week.

“An answer hasn’t been landed on yet,” said Sam Harvey,
an individual assistance group supervisor for FEMA, as the
newly homeless sleep in their cars or on front porches.

Just fi�xing damage alone will be challenging enough for
Southwest Florida. Lee’s Habitat, for example, assisted 109
families with repairs after Irma, but after Ian’s cataclysmic 

Sammie Clark, left, and Nevaeh Curran, both 11, explore a flooded mobile home community in Iona, between Sanibel and
Fort Myers, on Sept. 29 after Hurricane Ian devastated the Lee County area. Thousands of homes in Lee and Collier
counties were destroyed by flooding. AMY BETH BENNETT/AP

MUCH OF ‘OLD
FLORIDA IS GONE’

What will area look like after it’s rebuilt?
Phil Fernandez Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Boats such as this one at Naples Bay near 10th Avenue
South, shown on Oct. 4, were swept ashore as Hurricane
Ian devastated the area. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

See NEW SWFL, Page 8A
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strike, it’s uncharted territory as for
what needs may come, and assess-
ments are continuing.

Jason Crosser, who owns 8-Bit Hall
of Fame, a classic video game store on
Bonita Beach Road less than a mile from
the Gulf of Mexico, lost everything.

“We don’t know what to do fi�rst,” said
the married Crosser, a former history in-
structor who has lived in the region for
16 years. “I might go back to Iowa and
teach.”

Southwest Florida lodging workers
like Mitch Stough and his brother say
they have no choice but to relocate.

“There’s nothing here for us. Our jobs
are gone. Our car’s gone. There’s noth-
ing open,” said Stough, who worked on
Fort Myers Beach. “It’s going to take a
couple years to get this thing back into
shape again.”

Those kinds of departures worry
companies, said Robbie Roepstorff�,
president of Edison National Bank and
Matlacha’s Bank of the Islands, who has
“spoken with a lot of small businesses
(wanting) to make payroll.”

“They’re scared and concerned to
death about it,” Roepstorff� said.
“They’ve got good people. They were af-
fected in their place of where they rent.
They now don’t have a job. They’re going
to leave us if we don’t get them on a good
payroll. (There are) just ways to do this
that I think we can all get creative on.”

‘An entirely different landscape’

Stouder, who moved from Fort Myers
Beach a year ago on Oct. 5 to an Iona
high-rise, said it is diffi�cult to see what
happened to his long-time oasis and the
pain its inhabitants are suff�ering.

“Old Florida is gone. We’re going to
see an entirely diff�erent landscape,” he
said. “Sadly, the cracker shacks, the
fi�shing shacks and all those old things
are nostalgic, but all that stuff� is going to
be replaced by things that are going to
be built to diff�erent building standards.
And the stuff� that’s standing out there is
stuff� that was built in large part after
2005. I think the sad part is the charm
will be supplanted by the newer stuff�.”

However, getting Southwest Florida
healthy again will end up creating dif-
ferent kinds of job opportunities,
Stouder said.

“I think the absence of tourism reve-
nue will be backfi�lled by construction
revenue. I think the pie will stay the
same. It’ll just have diff�erent ingredi-
ents,” he said. “The demand for any of
the trades, any of the permitting profes-
sionals is bottomless. I think it’ll be end-
less. (The) demand is going to be so
great.”

But won’t folks who hustled down
here from the Northeast and other spots

during the pandemic and bought up the
place now make a U-turn back to where
they came from after the shock of Ian’s
brutal force?

“I believe that Hurricane Sandy is the
balance,” Stouder said, noting that
many areas have the potential for natu-
ral disasters. “I mean, they lived in New
Jersey and New York, and Sandy was a
monster. (They) are going to face it
again if you’re on the coast no matter
where you are. So all the drivers that
brought people here are still bringing
people here.”

Now there might be an additional
draw: Those jobs of restoring or replac-
ing places that could lead to cultivating
local talent and bringing fresh expertise
from across the country and around the
globe.

“The Great Recession vacuumed all
of those skills out of our market,” Stoud-
er said. “All that plumbing, electrical,
mechanical, all that stuff� is going to be
just very lucrative I would think for the
next fi�ve years in this market in South-
west Florida. (If) I had a high school-
aged child that had no interest in a col-
lege-track, I think people in the trades
are going to be making $150,000,
$200,000 a year for the foreseeable fu-
ture.”

With technology improving by the
day, how we build in the future will play
a role in that, and it’s with mostly green-
friendly materials that have higher ther-
mal resistance and can “take tremen-
dously stronger wind load, like up to
200 mph wind loads,” he said.

“The construction methods are going
to change,” Stouder said. “I believe we’re
going to start seeing the implementa-
tion of SIPs, like structurally insulated
panels. (SIPs) can be built in a third of
the time. (We) are going to start seeing
the implementation of insulated con-
crete forms — ICF. Basically, insulated
concrete forms is where they take es-
sentially LEGO-looking things that are
made out of Styrofoam, and then pour
those cells with concrete.”

Piles of debris from condos on 10th Avenue South in Naples on Oct. 4. Hurricane
Ian flooded parts of downtown Naples. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

Crews scoop up debris from Hurricane
Ian along Gordon Drive in Naples on
Oct. 5. PHOTO BY DARRON R. SILVA 

Construction crews work to repair the Sanibel Causeway that was damaged
during Hurricane Ian and dredge the Punta Rassa boat ramp. PHOTO BY ASHLEY WHITE

New SWFL
Continued from Page 4A
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The grand opening of Allegiant
Travel Company’s Sunseeker Resort in
Charlotte Harbor has been delayed
again, this time because of Hurricane
Ian.

In a filing with the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, Las Ve-
gas-based Allegiant said that the
opening date of its first resort has been
pushed back from May of 2023 to next
September, as the company assesses
the damage caused by Ian.

The storm damaged parts of the
building, and two of the five construc-
tion cranes on site toppled during the
storm. The full extent of the damage is
not yet known, Allegiant said, but out-
side specialists have been hired to de-
cide how to proceed.

“The company maintains robust in-
surance coverage against damage from
hurricanes and will be pursuing claims

to recover losses,” Allegiant wrote in its
SEC filing. An email to the company on
Thursday requesting more informa-
tion was not returned.

Sunseeker was previously placed on
hold during the COVID-19 pandemic,
which brought the travel industry
around the world to a standstill. Alle-
giant needed to get its finances back in
order to move forward, president and
CEO John Redmond said. Construction
resumed in August 2021 for a planned
opening in early 2023. 

The stalled Sunseeker project was a
source of frustration for some local
residents, who complained that the
project, which was still surrounded by
construction cranes even while no one
was working on it, was an eyesore.

On Sept. 30, Charlotte County
Emergency Management had to tem-
porarily close both U.S. 41 bridges go-
ing between Port Charlotte and Punta
Gorda out of an abundance of caution
after the cranes fell.

According to Brian Gleason, com-

munications manager for the Charlotte
County Commission, a search and res-
cue team visited the resort site and
raised concerns about the stability of
one of the cranes and the potential for
it to fall toward U.S. 41. That’s when the
decision was made to close the
bridges. 

Sunseeker then provided an engi-
neer’s conclusion that the crane was
not in danger of collapsing on or near
the road, so the bridges were reopened,
Gleason said. 

“Sunseeker continues to operate
under the terms and conditions of its
permits and development agreements,
so the county continues to perform in-
spections as needed and county staff
have regular consultations with Sun-
seeker officials on the project status
and phase 2 planning,” he said. 

Also Sept. 30, Allegiant announced
it would donate $100,000 to the Amer-
ican Red Cross for hurricane relief. 

A construction crane collapsed on the Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor By Allegiant Air along U.S. 41 in Port Charlotte,
Florida, following Hurricane Ian on Sept. 30. MIKE LANG/SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE

Allegiant pushes back
Sunseeker opening after
Hurricane Ian damage
Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUNSEEKER, Page 8B

Scaling back streaming subscriptions
is solid savings advice for some. But
what if the choice you’re faced with is not
whether to pay for Netflix or Hulu, but
whether to pay for food or electricity?

Millions of Americans face food,
housing and general financial insecurity
every year, according to data from the
U.S. Census Bureau and Department of
Agriculture. And getting help often
means navigating a maze of websites,
automated telephone systems and con-
fusing applications only to land on a
yearslong waitlist or worse – find out you
don’t qualify. The good news: You don’t
have to figure this out on your own. There
are financial counselors, nonprofits and
other local and national organizations to
help you find your financial footing.

If you’re currently facing eviction,
can’t feed your family or are experiencing
some other financial crisis, dial 211 now
to talk with a local expert who can con-
nect you to assistance programs for food,
housing and utility expenses, medical
bills and other emergencies.

Not in crisis mode yet but barely keep-
ing your head above water? Take these
steps to prioritize the money you do have

coming in, then get help filling in the
gaps:

Go back to basics

Start with a budget – even if you don’t
think you have enough money coming in
to have a budget, says Amy Smith, a fi-
nancial counselor in central Texas.

Your first budget won’t be pretty. Your
third or fourth might not be either. That’s
OK. Try to stick with it and play around
with different budgeting methods to find
one that works for you.

“When I started this journey, the end
of my budget was red,” Smith says, indi-
cating that she didn’t have the funds to
cover all of her expenses. “At least I knew
I needed extra money.”

You will also know how to reallocate
your funds if you get some extra income
or a few months of utility assistance.

Prioritize the essentials

If there’s not enough money to cover
all your expenses, tend to your basic
needs first. These include housing, util-
ities, food, transportation and child care,
among other things.

Bills you can’t cover shouldn’t be ig-
nored, though. Call the creditor and ex-

plain the situation. Then, ask if there’s
any help available. Even a waived late fee
can help.

Take help where you can

Don’t let perceived social stigma keep
you from getting the help you need. And
don’t fall into the trap of thinking ser-
vices like food banks or food stamps
aren’t for you.

It can take time to get from applica-
tion to assistance, especially for federal
programs. The waitlist for some federal
housing vouchers can be years long, ac-
cording to Erik Gartland, a research ana-
lyst at the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities. On the flip side, SNAP benefits
can kick in within seven days of applying
if you have no income, says Dottie Ro-
senbaum, a senior fellow and director of
federal SNAP policy at the CBPP.

Tracking down programs, forms, ap-
plications and eligibility requirements is
tedious and time consuming, especially
if you’re facing language barriers, don’t
have reliable internet access or simply
don’t have the time because you’re car-
ing and providing for your family.

Lean on organizations with the sole
focus of connecting people in need to the
assistance available.

How to find help

These organizations can help you
navigate the network of local, regional
and national programs administered by
nonprofits, religious organizations and
state and federal agencies.

h 211.org: You can call 211 or visit
211.org to find local experts who know
what help is available where you live and
can connect you with the benefits you
need.

h Association for Financial
Counseling & Planning Education: Fi-
nancial counselors work with clients on
the basics – managing expenses, build-
ing a budget, creating a long-term plan –
and they’re tuned in to local resources
and assistance programs. You can sign
up for a free virtual session with a certi-
fied financial counselor at findanafc.org/
pro-bono.

h National Low Income Housing
Coalition: This nonprofit organization
maintains a database of Emergency
Rental Assistance programs, searchable
by the city, county, state territory or
tribe. Crucially, the database also
includes up-to-date information on each
program’s status: accepting
applications, on hold or permanently
closed.

Resources to help make ends meet available
Kelsey Sheehy
NERDWALLET 
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Access to the site has been limited 
since the storm, and the site was with-
out power for a period, Allegiant said, 
but it looks like Sunseeker was protect-
ed significantly because of the con-
struction design to have structures 
built 16 feet above the mean high tide 
line.

Allegiant’s decision to install a sea-
wall along the length of Sunseeker’s 
boundary with Charlotte Harbor also 
helped, the company said. 

When it opens, Sunseeker is expect-
ed to be a major source of tourism to the 
region and a major employer for Char-
lotte County. The luxury waterfront re-
sort will have 785 guest rooms, 20 origi-
nal food and beverage concepts, a fit-
ness center, two pools, an exclusive 
golf course and 55,000 square feet of 
meeting and event space.

Allegiant has said it plans to hire 
1,200 people to staff Sunseeker, which 
would make it the county’s third-larg-
est employer.

Nearby Punta Gorda Airport was Al-
legiant Air’s busiest during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, and the airline flies 
millions of people in and out of Florida 
on an annual basis. 

In February, Redmond said that the 
total project cost for Sunseeker could 
end up being around $585 million.

Support local journalism with a digi-
tal subscription to the Herald Tribune. 
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The grand opening of Allegiant
Travel Company’s Sunseeker Resort in
Charlotte Harbor has been delayed
again, this time because of Hurricane
Ian.

In a filing with the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, Las Ve-
gas-based Allegiant said that the
opening date of its first resort has been
pushed back from May of 2023 to next
September, as the company assesses
the damage caused by Ian.

The storm damaged parts of the
building, and two of the five construc-
tion cranes on site toppled during the
storm. The full extent of the damage is
not yet known, Allegiant said, but out-
side specialists have been hired to de-
cide how to proceed.

“The company maintains robust in-
surance coverage against damage from
hurricanes and will be pursuing claims

to recover losses,” Allegiant wrote in its
SEC filing. An email to the company on
Thursday requesting more informa-
tion was not returned.

Sunseeker was previously placed on
hold during the COVID-19 pandemic,
which brought the travel industry
around the world to a standstill. Alle-
giant needed to get its finances back in
order to move forward, president and
CEO John Redmond said. Construction
resumed in August 2021 for a planned
opening in early 2023. 

The stalled Sunseeker project was a
source of frustration for some local
residents, who complained that the
project, which was still surrounded by
construction cranes even while no one
was working on it, was an eyesore.

On Sept. 30, Charlotte County
Emergency Management had to tem-
porarily close both U.S. 41 bridges go-
ing between Port Charlotte and Punta
Gorda out of an abundance of caution
after the cranes fell.

According to Brian Gleason, com-

munications manager for the Charlotte
County Commission, a search and res-
cue team visited the resort site and
raised concerns about the stability of
one of the cranes and the potential for
it to fall toward U.S. 41. That’s when the
decision was made to close the
bridges. 

Sunseeker then provided an engi-
neer’s conclusion that the crane was
not in danger of collapsing on or near
the road, so the bridges were reopened,
Gleason said. 

“Sunseeker continues to operate
under the terms and conditions of its
permits and development agreements,
so the county continues to perform in-
spections as needed and county staff
have regular consultations with Sun-
seeker officials on the project status
and phase 2 planning,” he said. 

Also Sept. 30, Allegiant announced
it would donate $100,000 to the Amer-
ican Red Cross for hurricane relief. 

A construction crane collapsed on the Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor By Allegiant Air along U.S. 41 in Port Charlotte,
Florida, following Hurricane Ian on Sept. 30. MIKE LANG/SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE

Allegiant pushes back
Sunseeker opening after
Hurricane Ian damage
Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUNSEEKER, Page 3C



+ NEWS-PRESS.COM | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2022 | 3C

Access to the site has been limited
since the storm, and the site was with-
out power for a period, Allegiant said,
but it looks like Sunseeker was protect-
ed significantly because of the con-
struction design to have structures built
16 feet above the mean high tide line.

Allegiant’s decision to install a sea-
wall along the length of Sunseeker’s
boundary with Charlotte Harbor also
helped, the company said. 

When it opens, Sunseeker is expect-
ed to be a major source of tourism to the
region and a major employer for Char-
lotte County. The luxury waterfront re-

sort will have 785 guest rooms, 20 origi-
nal food and beverage concepts, a fit-
ness center, two pools, an exclusive golf
course and 55,000 square feet of meet-
ing and event space.

Allegiant has said it plans to hire
1,200 people to staff Sunseeker, which
would make it the county’s third-largest
employer.

Nearby Punta Gorda Airport was Al-
legiant Air’s busiest during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, and the airline flies
millions of people in and out of Florida
on an annual basis. 

In February, Redmond said that the
total project cost for Sunseeker could
end up being around $585 million.

Support local journalism with a digi-
tal subscription to the Herald Tribune. 

Sunseeker
Continued from Page 1C
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PORT CHARLOTTE — Charlotte Technical College Director Deelynn Bennett announced the school’s aviation 
maintenance program has received a powerplant certification. 

Bennett noted the achievement in news release. Aviation Airframe Technology is a 1,350-hour program that 
began in August of 2021 with its first student due to complete it in November, according to the news release. 

The powerplant program will let its students complete another 900 hours of instruction, she said. 

“Graduates (will qualify) to take written, oral and practical exams for an FAA mechanic license with airframe and 
powerplant ratings,” Bennett stated in the release. “Graduates of both programs will dive into high-paying, high-
skilled jobs in the county and surrounding counties, fueling economic growth and opportunities as aircraft 
mechanics and service technicians, which is an industry experiencing a very serious shortage of qualified 
personnel.” 

The powerplant curriculum focuses on the engine system design, testing and repair. Students will receive hands-
on experience with a variety of aircraft as they learn to repair engines, the news release stated. 

Those interested in the program can contact Debbie Ederer at 941-255-7500, ext. 1728. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/charlotte-technical-college-aviation-program-receives-certification/article_bfab248c-52ed-11ed-bfc5-
1bd814553774.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/charlotte-technical-college-aviation-program-receives-certification/article_bfab248c-52ed-11ed-bfc5-1bd814553774.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/charlotte-technical-college-aviation-program-receives-certification/article_bfab248c-52ed-11ed-bfc5-1bd814553774.html
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SWFL INC. INSIDER 
Leadership SWFL applications open for the Class of 2023 

Now more than ever, leaders in South-
west Florida require a strong area network 
and a deep understanding of how the 
region operates to succeed. If you or a pro-
fessional you know is looking to deepen 
their understanding of the components 
that make up this region and emerge a 
stronger leader, consider applying to Lead-
ership SWFL.

Leadership SWFL is the region’s pre-

mier community immersion program ded-
icated to providing business professionals 
with a deeper understanding of the com-
munity and creating a cohort of individu-
als ready to serve as effective leaders in the 
region. Not only does the program connect 
area leaders and provide them with a 
better understanding of how the region 
works, but it educates them on how they 
can get more engaged and make a bigger 
difference in the area.

Founded in 1999, this program includes 
nine day-long sessions and an overnight 
retreat between May and December. 
Each session provides attendees with 
an in-depth look at a different aspect of 
Southwest Florida, from infrastructure to 
tourism, and more. Graduates will build 

essential relationships and foster a better 
understanding of the inner workings of 
Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.

One of my favorite parts of this program 
is how quickly it brings the class of par-
ticipants together. On the first day of the 
retreat, everyone walks in looking a little 
nervous and maybe even skeptical about 
what they’ll gain from it. But by dinner 
that night, the group is laughing, swapping 
contact information, they’re excited for the 
rest of the program and even already have 
inside jokes.

We’re constantly expanding the reach of 
our trips and tours, but some of the most 
beloved tours the class takes include a 
back-of-the-house tour of the Hyatt Regen-
cy Coconut Point Resort and Spa, a tour of 

Punta Gorda Airport and even a behind-
the-scenes look at the Bonita Springs Fire 
Control & Rescue District where partici-
pants try on gear, put out a controlled burn 
and even use the jaws of life.

If you are interested in these exclusive 
experiences, a big-picture view of our 
region and looking to grow your net-
work, I hope you’ll apply for Leadership 
SWFL’s Class of 2023. Applications to be 
considered for early acceptance are due 
Dec. 15, and are available online at www.
swflinc.com/leadership-swfl-2023. Those 
who apply before this date will be notified 
early in 2023 on their status. Don’t hesitate 
to contact Hannah Phillips, director of pro-
grams and events, at Hannah@SWFLInc.
com or 239-992-2943 with questions. ■

Tiffany ESPOSITO
P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O ,  S W F L  I n c .
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Now more than ever, leaders in Southwest Florida require a strong area network and a deep understanding of how 
the region operates to succeed. If you or a professional you know is looking to deepen their understanding of the 
components that make up this region and emerge a stronger leader, consider applying to Leadership SWFL.  

Leadership SWFL is the region’s premier community immersion program 
dedicated to providing business professionals with a deeper understanding of 
the community and creating a cohort of individuals ready to serve as effective 
leaders in the region. Not only does the program connect area leaders and 
provide them with a better understanding of how the region works, but it 
educates them on how they can get more engaged and make a bigger difference 
in the area. 

Founded in 1999, this program includes nine day-long sessions and an 
overnight retreat between May and December. Each session provides attendees 
with an in-depth look at a different aspect of Southwest Florida, from 
infrastructure to tourism, and more. Graduates will build essential relationships 
and foster a better understanding of the inner workings of Lee, Collier and 
Charlotte counties. 

One of my favorite parts of this program is how quickly it brings the class of participants together. On the first 
day of the retreat, everyone walks in looking a little nervous and maybe even skeptical about what they’ll gain 
from it. But by dinner that night, the group is laughing, swapping contact information, they’re excited for the rest 
of the program and even already have inside jokes. 

We’re constantly expanding the reach of our trips and tours, but some of the most beloved tours the class takes 
include a back-of-the-house tour of the Hyatt Regency Coconut Point Resort and Spa, a tour of Punta Gorda 
Airport and even a behind-the-scenes look at the Bonita Springs Fire Control & Rescue District where 
participants try on gear, put out a controlled burn and even use the jaws of life. 

If you are interested in these exclusive experiences, a big-picture view of our region and looking to grow your 
network, I hope you’ll apply for Leadership SWFL’s Class of 2023. Applications to be considered for early 
acceptance are due Dec. 15, and are available online at www.swflinc.com/leadership-swfl-2023. Those who apply 
before this date will be notified early in 2023 on their status. Don’t hesitate to contact Hannah Phillips, director of 
programs and events, at Hannah@SWFLInc.com or 239-992-2943 with questions. 

https://bonitasprings.floridaweekly.com/articles/leadership-swfl-applications-open-for-the-class-of-2023/  

http://www.swflinc.com/leadership-swfl-2023.
mailto:Hannah@SWFLInc.com
https://bonitasprings.floridaweekly.com/articles/leadership-swfl-applications-open-for-the-class-of-2023/
https://bonitasprings.floridaweekly.com/?nltr=MTk1Ozc4MDtodHRwczovL2Jvbml0YXNwcmluZ3MuZmxvcmlkYXdlZWtseS5jb207OzEyY2NkNGVhNjI1N2Y0MDA4NjZjZTA1MDg4NTA0ZTBk
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: SWFL COMPANIES, NONPROFITS ANNOUNCE NEW HIRES 

SWFL COMPANIES, NONPROFITS ANNOUNCE NEW HIRES 

Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt P.A. announced Melany Hernandez and Taylor Bollt joined the firm as 
associates. Jessica Racine was hired as a program assistant at the Guardian ad Litem Foundation, 
20th Judicial Circuit. Charlotte County Airport Authority welcomed Chad Rosenstein as chief 
administrative officer. Taryn Powell and Jeff DeRocker joined Wright Construction Group as marketing 
director and project manager, respectively. Uhler and Vertich Financial Planners hired Darlene Mayhak as 
a planning assistant. Boys & Girls Club of Collier County hired Jennifer Nelson as chief development officer.  

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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Construction has resumed on the Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor, about a month after Hurricane Ian 
caused two of its construction cranes to collapse. 

Allegiant Travel Co., the Las Vegas-based company 
behind the upcoming resort on the banks of the Peace 
River, said last week that it has started work again on 
Sunseeker, which is scheduled to open in September 
2023.  

The company said it is currently replacing all of 
its cranes and moving to mobile cranes for the duration 
of the project.  

Read more: Sunseeker Charlotte Harbor opening pushed back because of Hurricane Ian 

Resort cost: Sunseeker budget could reach $585 million 

Allegiant has also started construction the hotel's Reflections Pool, a 117,074-square- foot, ground-level pool 
deck next to the resort's main tower. More than 700 yards of concrete were poured into the base of the pool, 
which totals 19,420 square feet and will eventually hold 508,500 gallons of water. 

Construction on the 785-key, $585 million Sunseeker originally started in early 2019, but a year later, work 
stopped because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Work resumed in August 2021 after the company secured 
financing for the remainder of the project, and doors were scheduled to open in May 2023. After Ian, however, 
the grand opening was pushed back to September. 

Allegiant plans to hire more than 1,200 employees to staff the resort, which is about 15% of the current leisure 
and hospitality employment in the Punta Gorda metro area, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Recruiting efforts for Sunseeker are expected to kick off in the spring, the company said.  

Allegiant is the main airline at the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County. Punta Gorda was the company's 
busiest airport during the COVID-19 pandemic, and Allegiant has said that it flies millions of people in and out 
of Florida, including the Sarasota Bradenton International Airport, every year.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/31/charlotte-harbor-sunseeker-resort-resumes-construction-after-hurricane-ian/10650631002/  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/17/hurricane-ian-pushes-back-opening-allegiants-sunseeker-resort/10465267002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/04/ian-allegiant-air-resumes-service-charlotte-county-airport/8175793001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/10/31/charlotte-harbor-sunseeker-resort-resumes-construction-after-hurricane-ian/10650631002/
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It's fair to say that airlines have copped a bad wrap in the media as they struggled to cope with 
unexpectedly high post-lockdown demand. However, when disasters like Hurricanes Ian and Fiona in the 
US and Puerto Rico devastate lives and communities, airlines are often among the first to mobilize and 
lend a hand in whatever way they can. 

Reports today say that more than 80 people have lost their lives in Hurricane Ian and various estimates 
put the damage bill at between $57 to $75 billion (€58 - €76.3 billion). According to ABC news, this puts 
it among the ten costliest storms in US history and more likely in the top five. Even at the top end of the 
scale, it is less than half of the $161 billion (€164 billion) in damage caused by Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. 

Stepping up 

Boeing has undoubtedly had a rough media profile for the last few years, but the aerospace giant has 
stepped up to the plate early in this disaster. Yesterday, it committed $2 million to assist with on-the-
ground disaster recovery and relief efforts, which included a $750,000 donation to the Volunteer Florida 
Foundation. The foundation is Florida's lead volunteer and national service agency that directly manages 
the Florida Disaster Relief fund. 

Boeing employs more than 2,700 people in Florida, and their boss, President and CEO Dave Calhoun, 
said the destruction left behind in the wake of Hurricane Ian is devastating and heartbreaking. 

 

https://simpleflying.com/tag/hurricane/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/puerto-rico/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/boeing/
https://simpleflying.com/florida-airports-strart-to-reopen/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/dave-calhoun/


 
Airlines do their part 

Allegiant announced a $100,000 donation to the American Red Cross and activated an online giving 
platform for anyone wishing to make an immediate donation. Allegiant serves ten airports throughout 
Florida and is building the sunseeker resort in Charlotte Harbor, near Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), one of 
the communities hardest hit by the hurricane. Put simply, donating money is the most efficient way to 
make a difference immediately, which is why Allegiant and the American Red Cross have activated a 
microsite for disaster relief donations. 

 

Delta Air Lines joined in the flurry of announcements yesterday, increasing its contribution to the 
American Red Cross to $500,000, doubling the $250,000 previously committed. The airline has also set 
up a microsite for donations, starting from $10, which the donor can direct to Hurricane Fiona, Hurricane 
Ian, or 'where it is needed most.' American Airlines has linked AAdvantage Miles to disaster relief 
donations and will award ten bonus miles for every dollar donated to the Red Cross between now and 
October 15, with a minimum donation of $25. 

United Airlines says it will match up to $150,000 and five million MileagePlus miles for donations to 
storm relief efforts. Until the end of the month, United Airlines will credit bonus miles for donations 
through its Miles on a Mission initiative. The program helps many charitable organizations, including the 
Red Cross, Americares, and World Central Kitchen. 

Apart from making direct donations, numerous airlines, including Southwest Airlines, United Airlines, 
Delta Air Lines, and American Airlines, are waiving flight change fees for affected areas. Hats off to all 
who are supporting the relief efforts, and a big tick for those aviation companies donating and making it 
easy for others to contribute. 

https://simpleflying.com/us-aviation-springs-action-help-hurricane-ian-victims/ 

https://simpleflying.com/tag/allegiant/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/punta-gorda/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/delta-air-lines/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/american-airlines/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/united-airlines/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/southwest-airlines/
https://simpleflying.com/us-aviation-springs-action-help-hurricane-ian-victims/
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – Hurricane Ian slammed Southwest Florida as a major hurricane, producing 
winds rarely seen anywhere on Earth. 

At landfall, maximum sustained winds were at 150 mph, making Ian just shy of a Category 5 major 
hurricane. 

Hurricane Hunters inside Ian before landfall recorded winds over 150 mph, with a minimum pressure of 
936 mb. The pressure difference between the center of the storm and the surrounding atmosphere is what 
causes the high winds. 

But did those extreme winds make it onto land? We don’t fully know. 

The problem with measuring high winds 

Most reliable wind measurement equipment begins to fail once winds hit 100 mph. 

The airport weather stations in Fort Myers failed long before the worst of Ian hit. The Punta Gorda airport 
weather station finally failed after taking hours of hurricane-force winds. 

Other properly calibrated weather instruments also began 
to fail as winds increased. 

We do know that a wind gust of 140 mph was recorded 
in Cape Coral, a suburb west of Fort Myers in Lee 
County. The Punta Gorda airport did report a gust of 135 
mph before failing later in the day. 
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Winds of this power would be comparable to being hit by a tornado. The only difference these winds 
lasted for hours. 

We can say with high certainty that winds well over 100 mph did impact portions of Lee, Charlotte and 
DeSoto counties in Southwest Florida. 

We know this from Doppler radar velocity scans and from damage surveys by the National Weather 
Service and government officials. 

A lot of wind, little area 

The very high winds of a major hurricane are actually concentrated in a fairly narrow area. 

At landfall, the National Hurricane Center estimated hurricane-force winds extend up to 45 miles from the 
center. These are winds above 74 mph. 

This means that a swath of 90 miles dealt with hurricane-force winds. 

The most intense winds are only found in the eyewall of a storm. 

Unfortunately, Ian had a large eye that was estimated at 35 miles across, which means the most intense 
winds were confined to 70-80 miles. 

The most intense winds are in a narrow corridor in the inner eyewall. This is the area right around the eye 
itself. Here, winds were likely over 120 mph. 

This does not mean high winds were not found outside this 
corridor. 

Tropical storm-force winds extended 175 miles from the 
center. These are winds above 39 mph. 

This creates a large 350-mile corridor of tropical storm-
force winds. Winds that are capable of doing damage. 

This much larger corridor created the minor wind damage seen in cities like Tampa, Orlando, Daytona 
Beach and even St. Augustine. 

The difference between wind and storm surge damage 

One of the most common myths concerning hurricanes is most of the damage occurs due to winds. 

While high winds can cause significant damage, the majority of the extreme damage seen in Southwest 
Florida was caused by storm surge. 

In Florida, most homes and structures built after the mid-1990s have to rated to a certain wind threshold. 



Some of the worst winds were in Charlotte County, but 
damage was limited due to many homes and buildings in that 
area having been built in the last 20 years. 

Fortunately, due to the recent high growth of Southwest 
Florida, the vast majority of homes and structures in the region 
have been built post-2000. 

This helped mitigate some of the significant wind damage that 
other areas, like the Caribbean islands, often see. 

However, some wood-frame structures did suffer significant wind damage. 

Manufactured homes and RVs saw significant issues, including the loss of the entire home. 

But the worst damage in Southwest Florida was a result of storm surge. 

Storm surge is capable of doing incredible things, like lifting boats onto land, and wiping entire homes off 
their foundations and into the sea. 

Ian on a short list 

With winds of 155 mph at landfall, Ian is a very short list of major hurricane strikes in Florida. 

When rated by wind, Ian is tied for fourth as the strongest 
hurricane to hit Florida in recorded history. 

The strongest hurricane by wind to strike the sunshine state 
was the Great Labor Day Hurricane of 1935. Winds were 
estimated at 185 mph as it made landfall in the Florida 
Keys. Ian is the strongest hurricane to strike the state since 
Hurricane Michael, which had winds of 160 mph. 

We will continue to discuss more about Ian and its impacts in the coming days 

https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/10/06/the-raw-power-of-hurricane-ians-winds/ 

 

https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/10/04/storm-surge-hurricane-ians-most-powerful-impact/
https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2022/10/06/the-raw-power-of-hurricane-ians-winds/


 

MIAMI  — The world heard about Hurricane Ian’s devastation along coastal southwest Florida, but the 
Catholic Charities network of agencies also will focus on lesser known but equally stricken communities 
and devastated farmworker enclaves in the region. 

That was the reassurance given by Miami’s director of Catholic Charities following a fact-finding mission 
he made Oct. 1-2 to the greater Fort Myers region, and following preliminary conversations with seven 
Catholic Charities agency heads in Florida. 

“As we continue to do these assessments in all these pockets of low-lying areas that are 6 to 8 feet under 
water – in places like Bonita Springs, Arcadia and Wauchula – that is where Catholic Charities will help: 
in these pockets you are not hearing anything about,” said Peter Routsis-Arroyo. 

He served as CEO of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Venice before moving to Miami. He also still 
owns a home in the greater Fort Myers region, which is in that diocese. 

Hurricane Ian plowed into southwest Florida on the afternoon of Sept. 28 as a strong Category 4 storm. 
The top gust recorded by a National Weather Service station was 155 mph at Punta Gorda airport north of 
Fort Myers. 

Gusts in the suburban area of Cape Coral, north of Fort Myers, reportedly reached 140 mph. 

The storm dealt its most powerful blow near Port Charlotte, north of Fort Myers. Winds and storm surge 
wreaked havoc on coastal island communities such as Sanibel and Pine Island and all the way south to 
Naples, all within the Diocese of Venice. 

By late Oct. 3, the Florida death toll had reached at least 100. It was expected to climb higher as door-to-
door rescue operations continued, including in coastal islands such as Sanibel that are now only accessible 
by boat or helicopter. 

With its statewide network of hurricane and disaster response experience, Catholic Charities is positioned 
to help Ian’s survivors who find themselves desperate at this time, including migrant farmer communities 
further inland, where search and rescue operations were still underway. 

http://www.icatholic.org/article/head-of-miami-catholic-charities-helps-coordinate-response-51816561 

 

 

http://www.icatholic.org/article/head-of-miami-catholic-charities-helps-coordinate-response-51816561
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“There are no ‘storm safe’ hangers. Requiring something that does not exist is laughable.” 

Embodied in this comment, which appeared in last week’s 
poll, is the sort of low-information that bedevils credible 
preparation for increasingly expensive weather disasters. The 
uninformed may enjoy a cynical laugh, but I can assure you a 
couple of hundred owners of hangars at Punta Gorda airport 
are breathing a sigh of relief. When Hurricane Ian swept 
through last week, their “storm safe” hangars remained intact 
and so did the aircraft inside. A potential disaster was instead 
a short wait for electric power to be restored and some debris 
cleanup. 

As I reported in a previous blog, my home airport, Venice, was not so fortunate, despite being exposed to 
winds half as high as Punta Gorda experienced. Our entire hangar complex was damaged to an unknown 
degree, including the one sheltering our Cub. The city has locked all the owners out of the airport and 
stationed police to prevent access. If my Cub escaped undamaged, it may be awhile before I can confirm 
that. 

I will concede that my choice of “storm safe,” driven by the need for brevity in a poll question, was a bit 
leading. You could ask what it even means and I would reply that it means hangars built to modern code 
that can withstand gusts to 155 MPH, as the Punta Gorda hangars did. That’s a strong Cat 4 but may as 
well call it a weak 5. The argument that no hangar could survive anything stronger so why bother strikes 
me as defeatist in the same way that people who don’t bother with storm shutters or impact windows live 
in a fantasy world where reality never intrudes. 

“Too expensive,” is the usual argument. Really? My Cub partner, Bob, also has a hangar at Punta Gorda 
for his Lance. Like all of the T-hangars there, it was constructed after hurricane Charley flattened the 
place in 2004. Like most modern code hangars, it has a Hydro-Swing door and additional steel 
reinforcement. He pays $316.87 a month. In Venice, we pay $294.25 for an older hangar with sliding 
doors that are wholly inappropriate for hurricane country. That’s a whopping $22.62 higher. Five times as 
much difference would be worth it for a secure hangar.   

Apart from a protected parking space, what’s the point of hangars anyway? They are a service airports 
provide in the interest of promoting and sustaining aviation, they attract business and planned correctly, 
they can and should provide revenue for the airport and the city or county. I haven’t examined Punta 
Gorda’s P&L, but they evidently structured the hangar deal to be both affordable for owners and 
profitable for the airport. Moreover, it helps with insurance loss prevention and keeps streams of shredded 
aluminum from fouling the neighborhood. What’s not to like? (And by the way, when those hangars get 
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cratered, you may be paying for the cleanup. For hurricane Ian, FEMA is picking up the debris removal 
bill.) 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Also in Punta Gorda’s master plan, which all airports have, are a couple of rounds of proactive investment 
in replacement bi-fold doors on hangars that have something less. It’s not clear which hangars these apply 
to because although the new T-hangars there largely escaped damage, larger commercial box hangars did 
not. These are a difficult problem because tall hangars are higher in the wind field and exposed to higher 
wind speeds and they have correspondingly higher windage. In the photo above, you can see the damaged 
box hangars at the top of the frame; the new T’s are, in comparison, tidy and apparently free of debris. 
One roof in another hangar block suffered minor damage. Punta Gorda, by the way, was in the hellish 
northeastern eyewall of Ian for an hour or more. Peak wind reported varies between 135 and 155 MPH, 
with 110 MPH sustained reported by a private weather station. Venice’s highest was reported at 82 MPH. 

Hurricane Charley should have been a wake-up call and was for Punta Gorda. The airport had little choice 
since it woke up in a pile of debris. I watched Charley bear down directly on Venice that August 
afternoon, only to take its right jink up the Peace River, sparing Venice all but a few gusts and some rain. 
The message was lost on the city, for little was done to upgrade older hangars, albeit some new ones were 
built. They appear intact, but one owner emailed me Friday that he wasn’t allowed to access it. T-hangar 
upgrades were proposed in the master plan, with the state paying most of the cost. I don’t know why the 
work wasn’t done. The plan also called for a hurricane disaster preparation design set to provide faster 
response after a storm. If it’s being executed, I think most of my fellow tenants would agree that it needs a 
little work. 

So once again, a big storm has offered a wake-up call, for all airports in the southeast, not just Venice and 
not just coastal cities. Punta Gorda has shown that an engaged airport management with community 
support can make secure hangars practical and economical. Owners have shown that the market is there, 
for I’m pretty sure Venice would support $50 to $100 more a month for hangars, if it came to that. And it 
probably needn’t. In Venice’s defense, the city has run hot and cold on supporting the airport and unlike 
Punta Gorda, it’s surrounded by residential areas that complain of noise and traffic. There have been 
efforts to curtail operations or even close the airport. But more airport-friendly communities should take 
heed. More intense storms are coming for you and will do significant damage inland, as Ian did in 
Florida. As for owners, I would argue to disabuse yourself of the notion that better hangars can’t be built 
to protect your expensive airplanes. Punta Gorda is the test case. Airports may need to be jollied along by 
expression of demand for such things and would-be tenants may need to engage with airport management 
to put together deals that work. The point is, do this before you find your hangar reduced to rubble or 
cordoned off with access denied. 
 
https://www.avweb.com/insider/a-tale-of-two-airports/ 

https://www.avweb.com/insider/a-tale-of-two-airports/


 

Allegiant Travel Co. pushed back the expected debut of its resort in southwest Florida, after Hurricane Ian 
caused widespread flooding and destruction in the region. The Las Vegas-based airline said in a securities 
filing Friday that the under-construction Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor was previously selling rooms 
for as early as May 2023, but, realizing there will be “some delays” caused by the hurricane, it has now 
“pushed back the selling date to September 2023.” 
 
“As the extent of the damage is not yet known nor can the Company predict how quickly resources will 
be available to complete the construction, it is too early to tell whether the delays will be longer or 
shorter,” the carrier said. 
 
Access to the site “has been limited” since the hurricane swept through the region late last month, and 
power was out “for a period of time,” but it appears the project was “protected to a significant degree by 
the construction design,” Allegiant said.  
 
Plans called for resort structures to be built 16 feet above the mean high tide line and for a seawall along 
the length of its boundary with Charlotte Harbor, the company said. 
 
Allegiant said it hired outside specialists, including structural engineers, “to evaluate the damage and 
advise as to the course of action to assure the safe completion” of the project. 
 
The company also said it “maintains robust insurance coverage against damage from hurricanes and will 
be pursuing claims to recover losses.” 
 
Sunseeker, which is being built along the Peace River in Port Charlotte, is slated to feature 500 hotel 
rooms and more than 180 extended-stay suites, as well as bars, restaurants and conference space. 
Allegiant broke ground on the resort in 2019, suspended construction in March 2020 amid the early chaos 
of the pandemic, and resumed construction in summer 2021. It obtained a $350 million construction loan 
for the project last year. 

An ultra-low-cost carrier, Allegiant is known for flying from small, underserved cities to warm-weather 
vacation spots, often without competition on its routes. It has a captive audience of sorts for Sunseeker, as 
Allegiant accounts for nearly all airline traffic in and out of Punta Gorda Airport, located about 6 miles 
from the resort project. This year through September, Allegiant’s passenger count at Punta Gorda totaled 
1.43 million, almost 99 percent of all airline traffic there, according to Charlotte County Airport Authority 
data. 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-pushes-back-florida-resorts-debut-after-hurricane-devastates-area-2654859/ 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/life/travel/allegiant-canceling-flights-assessing-hurricane-damage-to-florida-resort-2649092/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-air-has-expanded-into-some-unusual-side-businesses-for-an-airline-1696066/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-suspends-resort-construction-to-cope-with-virus-fallout-1985644/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-lands-350m-loan-for-florida-resort-project-2459605/
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CLEARWATER, Fla. — St. Pete Clearwater International Airport is used to air travel, but this week, they 
hit the road and drove down south to deliver supplies to their colleagues in the aviation industry. Several 
PIE employees grabbed canned goods, bottles of water or even a propane tank on their way to work this 
week, and it’s all for a fellow airport in need. 

“Punta Gorda Airport is a small airport like us," PIE Public Relations Director Michele Routh said. "So 
we said, ‘what can we do?'’’ 

Out of Punta Gorda's 100 employees, 25 of them suffered significant damage to their homes, while a few 
others lost everything. 

“The airport is already up and running, they are still serving passengers and all of that, but some of the 
employees have nothing,” Routh said. 

Routh, who is leading the donation efforts, said she’s been overwhelmed by how quickly the fundraiser 
took off. 

“Even one of the cab drivers left stuff off at our visitor booth,” Routh said. “It feels very good to have the 
community come out and support this.” 

Airport employees know how serious Ian was when it came to their industry. They evacuated for two 
days and re-routed all their airplanes to safer locations. 

“It hits close to home because it could happen to us,” employee Michele Root said. "There are people 
who lost everything, it’s just heartbreaking." 

Routh said she’s been in contact with Punta Gorda Airport and their employees cried due to how thankful 
they are for the donation drive. 

“I know that they appreciate that people are taking the time to show them some support and pay attention 
to this,” Routh said. 

The supplies were officially delivered on Tuesday. 
 
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-pinellas/pie-holds-donation-drive-for-punta-gorda-airport 

https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/region-pinellas/pie-holds-donation-drive-for-punta-gorda-airport
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St. Pete Clearwater International Airport is used to air travel, but this week, they hit the road and drove 
down south to deliver supplies to their colleagues in the aviation industry. Several PIE employees 
grabbed canned goods, bottles of water or even a propane tank on their way to work this week, and it’s all 
for a fellow airport in need. “Punta Gorda Airport is a small airport like us," PIE Public Relations 
Director Michele Routh said. "So we said, ‘what can we do?'’’ 

https://news.yahoo.com/pie-holds-donation-drive-fellow-195519075.html 

 

https://news.yahoo.com/pie-holds-donation-drive-fellow-195519075.html
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City of Pratt linemen traveled to Florida during the last days of September to provide aid in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Ian. Travis Crow and other electricians from the Pratt area who work as IBEW Local 304 
journeyman lineman also went to help in Florida.  

“Two days of hard driving we finally arrived at Bartow, FL to find out that the hotel we are in has no 
power. So camping in the trucks before we start our electrical restoration,” said City of Pratt Electrical 
Director Jamie Huber. 

Though he said that more days were 
actually spent driving to and from 
Florida by himself and crew 
members Brody Cronister, Ethan 
Tilley, Tyler Markus, and Jacob 
Ediger, than were actually spent 
rebuilding electrical systems and 
helping storm victims, it was still a 
good trip. 

“We do this because, as a city crew, when we go to aid others, that builds up a capacity for when we need 
help, they will reciprocate,” Huber said. “Pratt is actually in good position to be able to do this because 
we have enough linemen that we can send several to help with disasters and natural events like this 
hurricane, and still have a good crew at home to guard our city and keep things running here.” 

According to reporter Morgan Simpson of the Venice Gondolier, line workers traveled from more than 30 
states to assist in the wake of Hurricane Ian. 

“It’s hardworking men and women; they understand how a storm impacts customers,” said Florida Power 
& Light spokesperson Conlan Kennedy. 



Following the hurricane, FPL had 18 staging sites across the state, including the Venice Municipal 
Airport and Punta Gorda Airport. 

Kennedy said the staging sites were “mini cities for our line workers.” The sites had showers, food and 
lodging for all of the line workers who traveled to the area, and were strategically placed for restoration 
efforts. 

Following the hurricane, Kennedy said, there were 21,000 restoration workers from 30 states all working 
around the clock to bring power back to the 2.1 million customers affected. 

Martha Duggan, senior director of Regulatory Affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association said aid programs are already organized, so when there is a crisis, crews can take action right 
away. 

“We are really serious when we say it’s mutual assistance,” Duggan said, mentioning Louisiana crews 
that were happy to help locally after receiving assistance when hurricanes hit their area. 

“The idea is all the same, to get the lights back on,” she said. 

Huber said the work his crew members were assigned went very quickly, and they actually took on a few 
additional projects outside of the organized set-up, helping where they could utilize their skills to get 
electricity back up and running in areas where poles and systems had not been completely demolished. 

“We did what we could,” he said. 

https://www.pratttribune.com/2022/10/25/pratt-linemen-provide-assistance-in-florida-after-recent-hurricane/  

https://www.pratttribune.com/2022/10/25/pratt-linemen-provide-assistance-in-florida-after-recent-hurricane/
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) has appointed Chad Rosenstein chief 
administrative officer (CAO) of the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). 

In his new role, Chad Rosenstein will work under CEO James W Parish and will have oversight of the 
finance, IT, property management, procurement and human resources functions. 

Rosenstein has more than two decades of experience in the aviation industry. For the last seven years, he 
has served as Lee County Port Authority’s (LCPA) director of government affairs and grants, 
implementing strategies to maximise agency funding on capital projects while ensuring compliance with 
federal and local minority programmes. Rosenstein joined LCPA in 2011. Initially responsible for 
managing the noise and airspace programme, he oversaw a comprehensive noise study, several 
community outreach programmes and the implementation of a flight tracking system at Southwest Florida 
International Airport. 

"In addition to his extensive aviation experience, Chad Rosenstein has a wealth of knowledge in state and 
federal procurement regulations, budgeting and grants processes,” said CEO Parish. “We are excited to 
have him on board to help PGD continue to grow in the most efficient and effective manner.” 

Having joined PGD the week before Hurricane Ian made landfall in Charlotte County, Rosenstein has 
spent his first weeks with the airport working to keep administrative functions on track while coordinating 
damage assessments and insurance claims. 

Rosenstein serves on the Florida Airports Council (FAC) board of directors as secretary/ treasurer, and as 
FAC’s co-chair of the state affairs committee.  

https://www.airportsinternational.com/article/rosenstein-joins-punta-gorda  

https://www.airportsinternational.com/article/rosenstein-joins-punta-gorda
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Some airlines continue to struggle as they prepare for the onslaught of travelers this holiday season. 

If you’re traveling soon, it’s helpful to check how your departing airport or chosen airline is stacking up 
in terms of cancellations. An analysis of data from FlightAware by Forbes Advisor found that 1,705 
flights were canceled nationally from October 23 to October 29, 2022, with 284 of those occurring at the 
top 10 airports for cancellations. 

U.S. Airports With the Most Cancellations 

An analysis of FlightAware data finds that 
around 3% of flights were canceled at Punta 
Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, Florida, 
last week. The airport was closed briefly 
after Hurricane Ian made landfall near the 
area. 

Aspen-Pitkin County Airport in Colorado 
saw nearly 3% of flights canceled as well. 

Here are the U.S. airports with the most flight cancellations from October 23 to October 29.  

Airlines With the Most Cancellations 

Endeavor Air, a subsidiary of Delta Air Lines, canceled 258 flights last week, about 1.7% of its total 
flights. Allegiant Air canceled 70 flights, adding up to about 1% of its flights. Allegiant is the primary 
airline serving Punta Gorda Airport. 

Some airlines are more prone to cancellations and delays than others, which may influence which carrier 
you choose for your travel. In some cases, it could be worth spending a little extra money on a ticket with 
an airline other than your usual choice, based on its recent performance. 

Here are the airlines with the most cancellations last week.  
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How to Buy Travel Insurance That Helps With Flight Cancellations and Delays 

If you’re considering purchasing a travel insurance policy for your upcoming trip, choose one that helps 
with flight cancellations and delays. 

Trip cancellation insurance can reimburse the money you lose in non-refundable trip costs for specific 
reasons stated in the policy, such as mechanical failures, severe weather and airport security issues. Keep 
in mind that not all of the chaos happening during travel lately will fall under these reasons. 

Travel insurance policies sometimes include travel delay insurance, which will cover costs while you wait 
for your rebooked flight. It can reimburse you for lodging, meals and transportation you may incur during 
your delay. 

Some travel credit cards offer the benefit of travel protection, making them a valuable tool for booking 
your flight ticket. These benefits usually aren’t as comprehensive as travel insurance policies, but they 
can cover trip delays, baggage delays and lost luggage delays. The amount covered varies by credit card, 
so check your benefits. 

Tips for Dealing with Flight Delays and Cancellations 

Flight cancellations and delays are an unpleasant experience for all parties involved. Not only are trips 
disrupted, but airline employees are tasked with managing heightened emotions from dissatisfied 
customers while they figure out the puzzle of rerouting or rebooking an itinerary. 

These tips can help you handle flight cancellations and make the most out of a frustrating situation: 

Advocate for yourself. While it’s always helpful to speak with an airline representative in person at the 
airport, try time-saving strategies like logging into the airline’s app while waiting in line for help at the 
airport and searching for alternate flights that fit within your schedule. That way, you can come up with a 
plan that works for you, rather than impulsively accepting whatever the airline agent offers you. 

Know your rights. As a passenger—and paying customer—you have rights when your trip is delayed or 
canceled. Some airlines are required to rebook you on the next available flight, and some may even allow 
you to fly on a partner airline instead, which opens up your rebooking options. 

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/best-travel-insurance/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/flight-cancellations/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/flight-cancellations/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/trip-cancellation/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/us-flight-cancellations-08-25-2022/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/us-flight-cancellations-08-25-2022
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/credit-cards/best/travel-insurance-benefits/


If your flight is canceled due to something in the airline’s control, you may be entitled to meal vouchers 
or overnight accommodations (keep in mind that bad weather wouldn’t be included here!). If you’re 
flying in the European Union, you have more comprehensive rights, including cash compensation up to 
600 euros when flights are canceled or significantly delayed due to reasons within the airline’s control. 
Any airline that flies within the E.U. is bound by this law—including American-based airlines. 

Get smart with checked baggage. Checked bags are a source of pain during travel these days, with 
horror stories of bags showing up days after weddings, arriving destroyed or getting lost entirely. If you 
booked your airfare with a credit card, check your benefits guide to see if you have coverage for lost or 
delayed luggage—it may cover the cost of essential purchases, like toiletries or a change of clothes, until 
your bag shows up. If you fly abroad and your luggage is lost, you may be eligible for reimbursement. 

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/us-flight-cancellations-last-week-10-31-2022/  

 

  

https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-rewards/eu-261/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-rewards/eu-261/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/tips/bag-lost-damaged-checked-luggage/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/tips/bag-lost-damaged-checked-luggage/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/travel-insurance/us-flight-cancellations-last-week-10-31-2022/
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