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PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda 
Airport has multiple cracks on its main 
15-33 runway — which was rehabbed two 
years ago.

To have this occur after only two years 
is rare, Airport CEO James Parish told 
the Charlotte County Airport Authority 
during an emergency meeting Wednesday.

Parish has hired an engineering firm to 
investigate the cause.

“There is some shifting in the pave-
ment,” Parish said. “That’s why we hired 
a firm as a third-party engineer. It is not 
our fault, let’s put it that way.”

Parish told The Daily Sun that the 
cracks are not a danger at this time.

“It could become dangerous if  we have 
a total failure, like if  two cracks join each 
other, so we just think it’s prudent to 
repair it right now,” he said.

The repair job should only take two 
days. The cracks are around 2 to 3 feet 
long and about 2 inches wide, and run 
perpendicular to the runway.

Parish said the cracks will be fixed 
during a previously scheduled seven-day 
maintenance period in September.

“We coordinated with the airlines 
almost two years to have this runway shut 
down (for maintenance) due to the other 
runway (4-22) construction project,” he 
told The Daily Sun.

Currently, the airport’s 4-22 runway is 
under construction. The 4-22 had served 
as the airport’s primary commercial flight 
runway.

Cracks found 
in new airport 

runway
Airport Authority 

approves $500K repair

By LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP MEDICAL WRITER

WASHINGTON — The U.S. on
Wednesday authorized its first 
update to COVID-19 vaccines, 
booster doses that target today’s
most common omicron strain.
Shots could begin within days.

The move by the Food and 
Drug Administration tweaks 
the recipe of  shots made by
Pfizer and rival Moderna that
already have saved millions 
of  lives. The hope is that the
modified boosters will blunt

yet another winter surge — 
and help tamp down the BA.5 
omicron relative that continues
to spread widely.

“These updated boosters
present us with an opportu-
nity to get ahead” of  the next 
COVID-19 wave, said FDA 
Commissioner Dr. Robert Califf.

Until now, COVID-19 vaccines 
have targeted the original coro-
navirus strain, even as wildly
different mutants emerged. The 
new U.S. boosters are combi-
nation, or “bivalent,” shots. 
They contain half  that original

vaccine
recipe and
half  protec-
tion against 
the newest 
omicron
versions, 
BA.4 and
BA.5,
that are 
considered
the most 

contagious yet.
The combination aims to in-

crease cross-protection against 
multiple variants.

“It really provides the broad-
est opportunity for protection,” 
Pfizer vaccine chief  Annaliesa 
Anderson told The Associated
Press.

The updated boosters are 
only for people who have
already had their primary 
vaccinations, using the original
vaccines. Doses made by Pfizer 
and its partner BioNTech are
for anyone 12 and older while 
Moderna’s updated shots are 
for adults — if  it has been at
least two months since their
last primary vaccination or 

their latest booster. They’re
not to be used for initial
vaccinations.

There’s one more step 
before a fall booster campaign 
begins: The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention must 
recommend who should get the 
additional shot. An influential 
CDC advisory panel will debate 
the evidence Thursday — in-
cluding whether people at high
risk from COVID-19 should go 
first.

US clears updated COVID boosters targeting variants
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The U.S. has purchased more 
than 170 million doses from the 
two companies. Pfizer said it 
could ship up to 15 million of  
those doses by the end of  next 
week. Moderna didn’t immediate-
ly say how many doses are ready 
to ship but that some will be 
available “in the coming days.”

The big question is whether 
people weary of  vaccinations will 
roll up their sleeves again. Just 
half  of  vaccinated Americans got 
the first recommended booster 
dose, and only a third of  those 50 
and older who were urged to get a 
second booster did so.

Here’s the rub: The original 
vaccines still offer strong protec-
tion against severe disease and 
death from COVID-19 for gener-
ally healthy people, especially 
if  they got that important first 
booster dose. It’s not clear just 
how much more benefit an updat-
ed booster will bring — beyond 
a temporary jump in antibodies 
capable of  fending off an omicron 
infection.

Still, “people have to realize 
this is a different kind of  booster 
than was previously available. 
It will work better at protecting 
against omicron,” said virologist 
Andrew Pekosz of  the Johns 

Hopkins Bloomberg School of  
Public Health.

Even people who had an earlier 
omicron version still can get rein-
fected so “you should definitely go 
for the booster even if  you’ve been 
infected in the last year,” added 
Pekosz. He thinks “if  we can get 
good buy-in to use this, we might 
really be able to make a dent” in 
COVID-19 cases.

The FDA cleared the modifica-
tions ahead of  studies in people, a 
step toward eventually handling 
COVID-19 vaccine updates more 
like yearly changes to flu shots.

FDA vaccine chief  Dr. Peter 
Marks stressed the agency 
considered “the totality” of  
evidence. Pfizer and Moderna 
have previously brewed vaccine 
doses updated to match earlier 
mutants — including the omicron 
strain named BA.1 that struck 
last winter — and tested them 
in people. Those earlier recipe 
changes were safe, and the BA.1 
version substantially boosted 
virus-fighting antibodies — more 
than another dose of  the original 
vaccine — although fewer that 
recognized today’s genetically 
distinct BA.4 and BA.5 strains.

But instead of  using those BA.1 
shots, FDA ordered the companies 
to brew even more up-to-date 
doses that target those newest 
omicron mutants, sparking a race 
to roll them out. 

COVID
FROM PAGE 1A

Hired by Keep the Country Inc., 
a group opposing the proposal, 
Gauthier was a chief  of  the land 
planning bureau of  the former 
Department of  Community 
Affairs before it was abolished 
by former Gov. Rick Scott. He 
worked with county planners 22 
years ago when they developed 
the 2050 Plan.

Telling commissioners the 
amendment posed uncertain 
long-range consequences, 
Gauthier said it would, “debilitate 
the foundation of  2050.”

But a commitment by Rex 
Jensen, the president and CEO 
of  Lakewood Ranch, to donate 
$4 million and work with the 
county to get Fruitville Road 
widened, appeared to sway com-
missioners, who all mentioned 

the traffic snarls along the road.
Discussing his daily use of  

Fruitville Road, Commissioner 
Christian Ziegler said widening 
the road was “a personal issue 
with me.”

He mentioned Lakewood 
Ranch’s glowing reputation.

“They do a great product,” he 
said. “I think this is needed.”

Mentioning the developer 
could have realized 12,360 units 
if  they’d asked for a village, 
Commissioner Nancy Detert said, 
“I think this particular project … 
this is a best-case scenario. This 
is, if  they stick to the plan, an 
excellent plan.”

Once the state reviews the 
amendment and makes com-
ments, it will return to the county 
commission for another public 
hearing for adoption Oct. 25.

Email: barbararichardson996 
@gmail.com
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In 2020, the airport finished 
lengthening and rebuilding 
15-33 at a cost of  $12 million.

The purpose was to prepare 
the airport for the year it 
would take to rebuild the 4-22 
runway, which stretches 7,193 
feet.

The center of  the runway 
needs to be rebuilt from 
the bottom up, according to 
the airport’s website. The 
outer edges will be milled and 
resurfaced.

For 15-33, Parish told com-
missioners they are looking 
at about a 1,500-ton runway 
pavement repair with 7,000 
square yards of  milling — a 
process of  removing the top 
layers of  a concrete surface.

Airport commissioners 
approved the repair project 
Wednesday at a not-to-exceed 
cost of  $500,000.

The 15-33 runway rehabil-
itation project was done by 
Ajax Paving out of  Southwest 
Florida.

Airport Communications 
Director Kaley Miller could 
not provide any further 

information about the cause 
of  the cracks, saying “it was 
under investigation.”

The repair work will be 
done during the airport’s 
weeklong closure of  Sept. 6 
through Sept. 12.

“Regardless of  the crack 
repair, this closure was 
planned in coordination with 
Allegiant Air many months 
ago so they did not schedule 
any flights that week,” Miller 
said.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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Multiple cracks have been found in a recently rehabbed runway at Punta Gorda Airport. 
Reconstruction of runway 15-33 was completed in 2020. Airport CEO James Parish said it 
is rare for a new runway to be cracking after only two years.

The Justice Department 
issued a subpoena in May for 
the records, and officials vis-
ited Mar-a-Lago on June 3 to 
collect them. When they got 
there, Tuesday’s department 
document says, they were 
handed by a Trump lawyer 
a “single Redweld envelope, 
double-wrapped in tape” 
containing documents.

A custodian for the records 
presented a sworn certifica-
tion to the officials saying 
that “any and all responsive 
documents” to the subpoena 
had been located. A Trump 
lawyer said that all records 
that had come from the White 

House had been held in one 
location  and there were none 
in any private space or other 
spot at the house.

But the FBI came to doubt 
the truth of  those statements 
and obtained a search war-
rant to return on Aug. 8.

Officials had “developed 
evidence that government 
records were likely concealed 
and removed from the 
Storage Room and that efforts 
were likely taken to obstruct 
the government’s investi-
gation,” the new Justice 
Department filing says.

In their August search, 
agents found classified 
documents not only in the 
storage room but also in the 
former president’s office — 
including three classified 

documents found not in boxes 
but in office desks, according 
to the Justice Department. In 
some instances, the agents 
and attorneys conducting the 
review of seized documents 
required additional clearanc-
es since the material was so 
highly classified.

“That the FBI, in a matter 
of  hours, recovered twice 
as many documents with 
classification markings as 
the ‘diligent search’ that the 
former president’s counsel 
and other representatives had 
weeks to perform calls into 
serious question the repre-
sentations made in the June 3 
certification and casts doubt 
on the extent of  cooperation 
in this matter,” the document 
states.

TRUMP
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Find out how by joining us at a
Dine & Discover 
Wednesday, September 7th or  
Thursday, September 29th at 11:00 am
The Wyvern
101 East Retta Esplanade 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950

RSVP today: 
239−219−0716  
SeniorChoiceAtHome.com/Events

Enjoy your retirement the way 
you’ve always pictured it—AT HOME!

1333 Santa Barbara Blvd., Cape Coral, FL 33991 Senior Choice at Home is a
Volunteers of America National

Services Membership Community

Senior Choice at Home is a membership-based   
program for healthy, older adults wishing to live  
independently in the own home and It is the only 
Life Plan at Home program in Florida. Find out  
more about the benefits of becoming a member.
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Cracks create concerns at a busy airport in Charlotte County. Punta Gorda Airport has multiple cracks on its main 
runway, which is only two years old. There is now a team assessing the damages to determine the cause of the 
cracks, which are not what the Punta Gorda Airport Authority paid for. 
 
Two years ago, the airport paid to resurface the runway, “And we would not have expected this. There’s some 
shifting in the pavement,” said James Parish, CEO of the Punta Gorda Airport. 

Parish said during an emergency meeting this week that the board approved the hiring of an engineering firm to do a 
forensic analysis to figure out what caused the cracks. 

They must repair the runway right away. The plan is 
to get started as soon as next Tuesday. 

“We do have a seven-day period where there’s not 
going to be any traffic on that runway. And I’d like to 
go ahead and do some of the repairs. We’re looking at 
about a 1,500-ton repair, 7,000 square yards of 
milling, four inches deep, put two-inch lifts. I’d like to 
get approval for not to exceed $500,000,” said Parish. 

The reason there won’t be any traffic on the main runway is that the airport’s second runaway is in the midst of a 
year-long makeover. 
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The two runways actually intersect, and that’s why the airport has an already scheduled seven-day window where no 
planes are scheduled to take off or land from September 6 through September 13. 

The airport says the main runway repairs should only take two days but says until the repairs are done, the runway is 
still safe for use. If the airport can fix the cracks during the planned shutdown, no flights will be impacted. 

https://www.winknews.com/2022/09/01/punta-gorda-airport-to-make-emergency-repairs-to-cracks-in-main-runway/ 

 

https://www.flypgd.com/advisory-runway-9-6-22/
https://www.winknews.com/2022/09/01/punta-gorda-airport-to-make-emergency-repairs-to-cracks-in-main-runway/


From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT TO MAKE EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO CRACKS IN MAIN RUNWAY 
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PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT TO MAKE EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO CRACKS IN MAIN RUNWAY  

 
Punta Gorda Airport has multiple cracks on its main runway, which was resurfaced just two years ago. 
There is now a team assessing the damage to determine the cause of the cracks, WINK News reports.  

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bizRDC_EkVtImJhRfkAUZQ9BCOSJtaJv0xa0Yz8Hm5bAmnsEuEW0mDRUIdcVx74f2_IGI-rfNEcT8AYDqXKi9eh0sr4-ADAkBXfoT7-Rp0GE-sYaenkCQJBvfQlCf1fD2Lghsd-CWD7yiMifnEoc9c_ziSCHphyALz0UjRyUuzuM~


 

 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Punta Gorda Airport is running off of only one runway for the next several 
days. Monday, airport leaders closed Runway 15-33, with plans to reopen it Tuesday, Sept. 13, though an 
exact time of reopening has not been determined. Runway 4-22 is currently closed as part of a year-long 
restoration and expansion project. The closure of 15-33 is a scheduled part of that project. 
 
This leaves only Runway 9/27, which airport officials say is an unlighted path. It is also the shortest of the 
airport's three tracks, by some 4,000 feet. Airport officials say traffic control, the air center, and self-serve 
areas remain open.  

https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/punta-gorda-airport-down-to-one-runway-for-next-week 

 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/punta-gorda-airport-navigates-busy-march-with-single-runway
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/punta-gorda-airport-navigates-busy-march-with-single-runway
https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/punta-gorda-airport-down-to-one-runway-for-next-week
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BY SAMUEL BURNLEY
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Towering orange flames 100 feet tall. A 
billowing plume of thick black smoke. An 
aircraft engulfed in a blaze.

And it’s happening along Interstate 75 
toward southern Punta Gorda, not far from 
the highway.

Don’t panic and don’t dial 911. It’s not a 
real emergency. In fact, this scene hasn’t 
even occurred yet.

But later this year, it will — and it will 

repeat itself with increasing frequency.
What you’ll be witnessing is aircraft 

firefighting training using a state-of-the-art 
simulator.

Newly installed at the Charlotte County 
Fire & EMS administration, fleet mainte-
nance and training facility on Airport Road 
(behind the Charlotte County Jail and adja-
cent to the Cheney Brothers warehouse), 
this simulator is only the second one of its 
kind in the United States.

County’s new simulator to train area 
firefighters to battle airport fires

SEE FIRE, A6 

COURTESY PHOTO / WHARTON-SMITH

Real fire, fake aircraft. Charlotte County’s 
new state-of-the-art simulator will train 
firefighters to battle blazes at airports.
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Aircraft rescue firefighting (ARFF) 
is the specialty dedicated to protecting 
aviation interests, including passengers, 
pilots, crew or airport personnel, air-
port equipment and structures, and 
aircraft themselves. Charlotte Coun-
ty’s new aircraft fire simulator installa-
tion is the realized vision of Battalion 
Chief Larry Lippel, a 24-year veteran 
of Charlotte County Fire & EMS. Mr. 
Lippel previously spent 10 years as a 
firefighter in Canton, Ohio, bringing 
his total years of experience to 34. He 
now oversees nine of the county’s 16 
fire stations, including the one at Punta 
Gorda Airport.

He first introduced the idea of build-
ing an aircraft fire simulator back in 
2016, around the same time he lobbied 
the state of Florida to recognize ARFF 
as a certified discipline within firefight-
ing. Certification meant that ARFF-spe-
cific training, which is mandated by 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
would now count toward firefighters’ 
Continuing Education Units in the state 
of Florida. Other specialties include 
Marine Ops, Haz-Mat, and Confined 

Spaces, but not all are certified disci-
plines according to the state. (Ironically, 
Florida doesn’t have a marine firefight-
ing certification — despite being nearly 
surrounded by water.) 

Mr. Lippel’s efforts have not only 
benefited the civil servants in Charlotte 
County’s Fire & EMS, but also those in 
departments statewide. 

“We put this in here first and fore-
most for Southwest Florida. (We asked) 
What can we do to help firefighters and 
first responders at the airports become 
better trained?” Mr. Lippel said. “We 
proposed an idea and, as a county, they 
picked it up and they wanted to know 
how it could be used.”

The wide-reaching demand for ARFF 
training infrastructure is due to many 
factors, not the least of which is the 
requirement by the FAA that firefight-
ers at all airports with commercial traf-
fic train and recertify their skills annu-
ally.

Consider the high cost to build, oper-
ate, and maintain such facilities, and 
you get an inkling of why there are 
just a few in the entire state of Flori-
da. Details of the project on Charlotte 
County’s website put the total cost at 
$9,393,610.

According to Mr. Lippel, the mili-
tary helps accommodate some of the 
demand as they are able, but that capac-
ity varies according to their own train-
ing responsibilities and deployments. 
Indeed, there are ARFF simulators at 
both Homestead Air Reserve Base (near 
Miami) and MacDill Air Force Base (in 
Tampa), but the nearest ARFF training 
installation at a civilian facility is locat-
ed at Fire Academy of the South, a part 
of Florida State College at Jacksonville. 
That’s not exactly around the corner.

The going rate for ARFF training 
is about $500 per person, plus travel 
expenses, plus overnight lodging, plus 
per-diems, plus paying each firefight-
er from the moment they leave home 
until the moment they return. It adds 
up quickly, but the county is looking 
far beyond saving money on training its 
own firefighters.

“The great thing about it is it’s a 
regional, state, national asset,” Mr. Lip-
pel said. “I mean, it is really not con-
fined to anyone. It’s not just Charlotte 
County, which is the best part about it.”

So the county hopes to attract the 
training business of departments all 
over the state — and even the entire 
southeastern United States.

There are several reasons they could 
do just that. 

A simulator like no other
Charlotte County’s ARFF simulator is 

the most technically advanced training 
installation in the United States. Only 
Denver has one like it, designed by 
an aptly named U.K.-based company 
called Simulation, a brand owned by 
parent company Alpine Metal Tech, 
an Austrian company with U.S. head-
quarters in Imperial, Pennsylvania. The 
entire design, construction and opera-
tional team here flew to Denver to see 
it in action. They learned what they 
wanted to incorporate, what they want-
ed to change, what they wanted to do 
better and what simply wouldn’t work 
in Florida. 

“That really helped us a lot, that we 
could put our eyes on the complet-
ed project,” said Caryn Huff-Sufferling, 
project executive with construction 
contractor Wharton-Smith, “because, 
obviously, ... you don’t build one of 
these every day. And we want to make 
sure we get it right the first time.”

The fuselage of the mock-up aircraft 
is made from COR-TEN weathering 

steel, sourced from and fabricated in 
Pennsylvania. According to the com-
pany’s website, the weathering steel 
“resists the corrosive effects of rain, 
snow, ice, fog, and other meteorologi-
cal conditions by forming a coating of 
dark brown oxidation over the metal, 
which inhibits deeper penetration and 
negates the need for painting and cost-
ly rust-prevention maintenance over 
the years. In simple terms the steel is 
allowed to rust and that rust forms a 
protective coating that slows the rate of 
future corrosion.”

The faux engines, control boxes 
and operating systems were import-
ed from the U.K. Lots of coordination 
was required to make sure everything 
matched up. Long before the simulator 
itself was lifted onto its stanchions by 
crane in April of this year, an intricate 
web of piping and conduit was pains-
takingly mapped and installed as deep 
as 10 feet under the 3-acre site. Liquid 
propane gas, vapor propane gas, water, 
nitrogen, electrical lines and data ports 
are all plumbed under the concrete. 

“Before we put anything in the 
ground, we modeled the whole thing. 
It looked like spaghetti on the screen, 
honestly,” Mrs. Huff-Sufferling said. “All 
the conduit has to run to the right points 
to make the simulator operate correctly. 
There was a lot of planning on the front 

FIRE
From page 1

SAMUEL BURNLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY

The aricraft firefighting simulator is a Frankenstein’s monster combining elements of an Airbus A320 and Boeing 737, plus a propeller, in one — while the interior is designed to replicate that 
found on an actual aircraft. Charlotte County hopes to attract aircraft rescue firefighting departments from all over the southeastern United States to use the simulator for their training.

SAMUEL BURNLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Mike Nunez

COURTESY PHOTO / WHARTON-SMITH

In-ground burn pits simulate fuel spill fires.
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end before the plane arrived and was 
set in place.”

Mike Nuñez, Wharton-Smith’s proj-
ect manager for the ARFF installation, 
agreed.

“It’s not like a jet comes in a box,” 
he said with a laugh. “I mean, you gotta 
make sure that every pipe is coming up 
within a certain tolerance and every 
single box. Because we didn’t have 
these boxes here, all we had was the 
concrete. So we had to make sure that 
all the pipes were in the right spot, 
because once you pour concrete, there’s 
no going back.”

According to Mr. Nuñez, the concrete 
under the plane itself is 2 feet thick, 
whereas it is 7 inches thick on the rest 
of the pad.

As for the simulators themselves, 
both Denver’s and Charlotte County’s 
trainers are amalgamations, a Franken-
stein’s monster of narrow-bodied com-
mercial passenger aircraft.

Reality check
Simulation works with each client to 

customize the features and complexity 
of the training fixtures. The reason for 
this is it gives firefighters a look at the 
critical components of aircraft types 
they are most likely to encounter in 
the field. And while Simulation builds 
mock-ups of everything from tiny com-
mercial aviation planes to helicopters, 
jumbo jets to detailed replicas of mili-
tary aircraft, the two most popular air-
craft operated by airlines are the Airbus 
A320 family, favored by Allegiant, and 
the Boeing 737 family.

Charlotte’s ARFF simulator looks like 
a black airplane with a blue tail and 
wings that are too small to fly. Under 
the larger of the two wings hang two 
faux engines, one from an A320 and 
the other from a 737. On the opposite 

side of the plane, a short stub of a wing 
houses the turboprop style engine of 
a Q400, a common commuter aircraft, 
and there is a tail-mounted turbofan 
engine similar to that found on any 
number of regional jets.

As with the engines, one of the main 
landing gears is designed like the A320 
and the other like the 737. This allows 
firefighters to practice putting out 
brake and tire fires. There are doors on 
either side of the fuselage made with 
true-to-life mechanisms that operate 
like those of the A320 and 737. The 
cargo doors, battery disconnect, auxil-
iary power unit — everything is as real 
as possible to allow firefighters to build 
muscle memory in practice that will be 
activated in a real-life scenario.

The realism continues inside the 
cabin, where two different seating con-
figurations are used to simulate the 
A320 and 737, complete with exit doors 
over the wing, overhead bins, bath-
rooms, galleys and the cockpit.

The entire installation works like the 
world’s fanciest gas grill.

The design of the site allows fire-
fighters to drive their trucks all the way 
around the plane to best position them 
for fighting the fire.

Charlotte’s new installation also fea-
tures five in-ground burn pits to sim-
ulate fuel spill fires. These have from 
two to five zones of propane burners 
covered by rock and giant metal grates. 
The fuel tanks in the aircraft are housed 
in the wings. A crash or hard landing 
could rupture the tanks resulting in a 
spill fire, which is what the ground pits 
are meant to simulate. Every nozzle on 
the installation can be turned on and 
off separately, so firefighters learn to 
properly “sweep” the fire from one side 
to the other to put it out.

“If they don’t sweep it properly,” Mr. 

Lippel said, “we’re not going to turn 
that section off and it’s not going to go 
out.”

“The main purpose of those air-
craft trucks is to protect the egress,” 
he added. “You’re not getting in that 
door when those 180 people come out, 
they’re gonna push the fire away from 
the exit doors as best they can, get as 
many people out.”

“The goal is to be able to give a 
fire simulation for firefighters that 
takes away that whole sense of secu-
rity (of knowing it isn’t real),” Mr. 
Nuñez explained. “There is a safety net. 
There’s a lot of redundancy in this to 
keep people safe, but it allows them to 
train in a real-world experience so they 
can do spill fires, they can do engine 
fires, you can do a cabin fire. There’s a 
spot that’s got a rolling fire. You can do 
a galley fire. They have smoke machines 
that have nitrogen mixes in them so that 
the smoke doesn’t dissipate when you 
spray with water, because, otherwise, 
well, the simulation is over once you 
start spraying it.”

The realism of using an ARFF simu-
lator is a game-changer for firefighters 
who don’t have access to one.

Leaving a legacy
Without a simulator, Mr. Lippel 

explained, firefighters typically will 
practice using 55-gallon drums or 
even traffic cones. Having a life-sized 
prop ups the ante on training in every 
respect.

“They can come in here and advance 
their hose lines,” he said. “They can lad-
der these planes and (experience) the 
difficulty getting in them, the narrow 
space to get people out.”

The other reason Charlotte County’s 
new facility will be popular with other 
departments is because it sits on county 

property. Most ARFF simulators, even 
those not on military bases, sit on air-
port property, which is regulated by the 
FAA. Just getting onto airport property 
requires either a security clearance or 
going through a security screening and 
being escorted while on the property. 
Having the simulator on county prop-
erty means visiting departments — and 
Charlotte’s own firefighters — are free 
to use the facility at any time and at a 
moment’s notice.

The forward thinking and support of 
the county is not lost on Mr. Lippel.

“It’s a big, big achievement for Char-
lotte County. Every county has a struc-
tural building,” Mr. Lippel said, indicat-
ing the five-story fire training tower, 
then added as he nodded toward the 
ARFF simulator, “but nobody has that. 
We’re really lucky here, what we have. 
Fire administration, county adminis-
tration, county commissioners, other 
departments who work together, every-
body working towards one goal.”

All necessary certificates for the 
project have been issued. Initial train-
ing of all the staff required to operate 
the simulator is complete. The project 
is now in the turnover and closeout 
phase, meaning that — any day now — 
the keys will be handed to the county. 
The simulator will be in use by the 
end of the year, and an international 
conference of Chiefs in Leadership for 
Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting is already 
scheduled for 2023.

With five years left before his retire-
ment, Mr. Lippel views the ARFF sim-
ulator as a part of his personal legacy.

“I can’t tell you how excited I am to 
have this opportunity to end my career,” 
he said. “When I leave, I leave. This is 
something that I helped get, that when 
I leave it’s gonna be here. But it’s so 
exciting to have it in before I retire.” ■
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By BOB MUDGE
SENIOR WRITER

VENICE — Hurricane 
Irma brought Venice high 
winds and heavy rain five 
years ago, leaving behind 
flooding and piles of  
debris.

What it didn’t bring was 
a hurricane shelter.

It struck Florida 
five years ago, the first 
Category 3 or stronger 
hurricane to hit the state 
since Wilma, in 2005, 
according to NOAA.

And early projections 
had the storm on a track 
to hit Sarasota County.

GIVING THEM SHELTER
There was a public 

perception when the 
Venice Community 
Center reopened in 2005 
after renovations it had 
been hardened to serve 
as a hurricane shelter, 
complete with generator.

It hadn’t, though it was 
on the county’s list of  
shelters at the time.

But then, as now, there 
was no certified shelter 
within the city limits, and 
Irma appeared to pose a 
major threat to the area 
— a significant-enough 
one that both the city and 
the county would issue 
evacuation orders.

Despite entreaties from 
then-Mayor John Holic, 
the county, which is in 
charge of  local disaster 
preparedness, declined 
to open the center to 
evacuees.

“Based on the infor-
mation about Hurricane 
Irma, we did not open 
shelters in areas that 

may be subject to 
evacuation, on barrier 
islands, low-lying areas 
subject to flooding or 
that are not hardened 
to at least a Category 3+ 
wind event,” then-County 
Administrator Tom 
Harmer explained in a 
column that ran later in 
the Gondolier.

“If  we had not followed 
this process and the 
storm was catastrophic, 
we could have put the 
public and our public 
safety personnel at a 
much greater risk.”

When the city issued 
its evacuation order 
for low-lying areas and 
mobile home on Sept. 
8, it also announced the 
center would be opened as 
a shelter.

Holic accepted the 
liability on behalf  of  the 
city, agreeing it would 
get no support from the 
county, which usually 
provides staffing, food and 
water.

“What were those 
people going to do? They 
would have gone back to 
their homes — some in 
mobile homes or 1950s- or 
1960s-built homes. All 
alone. That’s just no way 
to treat people,” Holic said 
at the time. “It (the VCC) 
was listed as a county 
shelter — and they were 
determined not to open 
it. I know it was against 
(protocol), but I’d do it all 
over again.”

An estimated 400-500 
people would shelter in 
the center over the next 
few days.

Volunteers, including 
City Council members, 
and city employees staffed 
it. Local restaurants and 
All Faiths Food Bank 
provided food and the city 
donated water.

“We saw people coming 
in with walkers, riding 
their bicycles,” City 

Manager Ed Lavallee said 
at the time. “What was 
brought to the attention 
(of  policymakers) was 
absence of  a sufficient 
plan to keep the public 
safe.”

IRMA’S STORY
Irma made landfall in 

Cudjoe Key as a Category 
4 on the morning of  Sept. 
10, and then on Marco 
Island, in Collier County, 
that afternoon as a 
Category 3.

Early projections had 
the storm on a track to 
hit Sarasota County, but 
it shifted east and lost 
intensity, avoiding a di-
rect blow as it proceeded 
north to exit the state.

Even without a direct 
impact, however, Sarasota 
County experienced 
wind gusts up to 70 
knots and more than 4 
inches of  rain, with a 

Citizen Weather Observer 
Program station in Laurel 
reporting 10.32 inches, 
NOAA’s National Centers 
for Environmental 
Information Storm Event 
Database shows. 

Sarasota County 
Emergency Management 
initially reported four 
homes sustained major 
damage, 10 had minor 
damage and 438 were 
affected, with total prop-
erty damage estimated at 
$10.73 million, including 
$2.47 million in individual 
assistance claims and 
$8.26 million in public 
assistance claims and an 
estimated $2.2 million in 
damage to citrus crops, 
the database shows.

Those numbers were 
later revised substantially 
upward: total property 
damage of  $262.5 million, 
including $261.21 million 
in individual assistance 
claims and $1.29 million 
in public assistance 
claims, of  which $236 mil-
lion was estimated to be 
caused by wind damage.

Tens of  thousands of  
people were left without 
power, some for a few 
hours, some for days. 
Water service was dis-
rupted as well, and debris 
clean-up proceeded slowly 
because contractors sent 
their crews to areas that 
had received even more 
damage.

To the south, a gust of  
64 knots was reported 
at the Punta Gorda 
Airport, with rainfall 
around 5 inches, up to a 
report of  8.08 inches at a 
Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail and Snow 
Network station in Port 
Charlotte, according to 
NCEIS.

Charlotte County 
Emergency Management 
initially reported five 
homes or businesses sus-
tained major damage and 
an additional 200 were 
affected, with estimated 
total damages of  $23 mil-
lion, including $3 million 
in individual assistance 
claims and $20 million in 
public assistance claims, 
plus crop damage esti-
mated at $15.9 million, the 
database shows.

An update increased 
the damage estimate to 
$43 million, including 
$3 million in individual 
assistance claims, and 
$20 million in public 
assistance claims. Fifteen 
miles of  collapsed seawall 
added another $20 million.

‘SHELTERS IN VENICE’
Although Holic’s 

decision was popular in 
the city, he came in for 
criticism from county 
officials. Still, County 
Commissioner Nancy 
Detert said she could 
empathize with him.

“Since we did not open 
a shelter in Venice, Mayor 
Holic probably felt that 
he had no choice but to 
provide one, even if  it 
was in a flood zone,” she 
wrote in a letter to the 
editor shortly after Irma 
passed by. “I can all but 
guarantee that no mayor 
will ever have to face this 

Hobson’s choice again.”
“Before the hurricane 

hit, I was lobbying to open 
schools in Venice that are 
not on the island. Garden 
Elementary and Venice 
Middle should be the 
natural choice.

“The county is already 
recapping what we did 
right and what needs 
improvement and we 
all agree that next time 
we will have shelters in 
Venice!”

Holic was heartened by 
Detert’s words.

“All I want is (a shelter) 
to be convenient so resi-
dents are not traveling 45 
minutes into an unknown 
area. That’s what people 
are afraid of,” he said at 
the time. “We have an 
older population. They 
want to be in familiar 
surroundings.”

Five years later there’s 
still no shelter in Venice. 
The community center 
is deemed unsuitable, as 
are other potential sites 
on the island because of  
exposure to wind and 
storm surge.

Neither Venice Middle 
nor Garden Elementary 
got any traction as a 
potential site.

During planning for its 
Venice facility, Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital talked 
with the county about 
a hurricane shelter on 
the property but the two 
entities couldn’t come to 
terms.

Taylor Ranch 
Elementary School, 2500 
Taylor Ranch Trail, has 
been hardened and now 
serves as the only shelter 
— they’re now referred to 
as evacuation centers — 
between Sarasota (which 
has seven) and North Port 
(four). All of  them are 
schools.

The Venice Community 
Center is back on a 
county hurricane pre-
paredness list, but as a 
“rally point” — a site 
from which people not 
able to get themselves to 
an evacuation center can 
take a free SCAT bus to 
one.

Garden Elementary, 
Laurel Park and Pine 
View School are the other 
three rally points in the 
Venice area, out of  16 
total.

The county has a 
program to provide trans-
portation and shelter to 
people who register as 

medically dependent at 
SCGov.net.

Its safety protocol en-
courages people who live 
in a dwelling built after 
2002, when more-stringent 
building code provisions 
went into effect, to consid-
er sheltering in place.

Those who live in 
an older structure are 
recommended to make 
arrangements to stay 
with friends outside the 
evacuation area or to 
have a general plan to 
evacuate.

“Going to an evacuation 
center should always be 
considered a last resort 
measure,” its “Should 
I Stay or Should I Go?” 
publication states.

It warns that in a 
shelter “(y)ou will have 
no privacy and have 
limited space in a public 
classroom or hallway, 
and meal service may be 
delayed.

“Evacuation centers 
cannot provide bedding, 
cots or blankets,” it states.

Because all shelters are 
pet friendly, it points out 
that “(i)f  you suffer from 
pet allergies, be aware 
that you may be exposed 
to domestic animals 
located inside evacuation 
centers. Every effort will 
be made to assist with 
limiting the exposure, but 
cannot be guaranteed.”

And since the pandem-
ic, it also notes that “it 
is impossible to ensure 
a virus-free evacuation 
center.”

POSTSCRIPT
Irma was one of  17 

named storms, 10 hur-
ricanes and six major 
hurricanes — Category 
3 or higher — in 2017, 
according to the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s After Action 
Report on the season.

Three of  the hurricanes 
made landfall in the 
United States as Category 
4 storms. Besides Irma, 
Harvey struck Texas on 
Aug. 28 and Maria hit 
Puerto Rico on Sept. 20.

Irma and Maria both 
reached Category 5 status 
prior to U.S. landfall.

Those three storms 
alone caused $265 billion 
in damage, the report 
states.

All three names have 
been retired.

Promised shelters never materialized
Venice clashed 

with officials as 

Irma towered 

over region

SUN FILE PHOTOS

Over Sarasota County’s objections, the city of Venice opened the Venice Community Center as a 
shelter during Hurricane Irma in September 2017. The county considers the center a “rally point” for 
transportation to an evacuation center but won’t allow it to be used as a shelter again.

Hurricane Irma toppled this huge tree in the 
Pinebrook subdivision.
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STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Air 
and several other airlines have seen 
signifi cant delays in arrivals, accord-
ing to government statistics.

The online news publication 
Stacker recently released a list detail-
ing the airlines which recorded the 
highest percentage of  delayed fl ights 
between June 2021 and June 2022.

The information for the report was 
gathered through the U.S. Bureau of  
Transportation Statistics.

At the top of  the list was Allegiant 
Air, with 66% of  its fl ights being 
logged as on-time.

The measure used by BTS for 
counting a “delayed” fl ight was the 
fl ight missed its arrival time by at 
least 15 minutes.

The report also indicated the air-
port with the most delayed fl ights for 
Allegiant was Punta Gorda Airport.

Other airlines listed by Stacker 
included JetBlue (69% on-time), 
Frontier (71%) and Southwest (74%).

BTS also put out a more recent 
analysis of  fl ights scheduled by the 
major airlines in August, concerning 
the fi rst half  of  2022.

Allegiant was found to have an 
on-time rate of  61% between January 
and June of  2022, out of  61,071 fl ights; 
by comparison, the company had an 
on-time rate of  74% for 56,476 fl ights 
in the same time period for 2021.

Allegiant was also on the smaller 

Allegiant 
named 

‘most delayed’ 
airline online

Airline cites staff, 

bad weather as factors

By ZEKE MILLER 
and CARLA K. JOHNSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — President
Joe Biden on Monday 
urged Americans to 
come together for a new 
“national purpose” — his 
administration’s eff ort to
end cancer “as we know
it.”

At the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library
and Museum, Biden 
channeled JFK’s famed 
moonshot speech 60 years 
ago, likening the space 

race to his own eff ort 
and hoping it, too, would 
galvanize Americans.

“He established a 
national purpose that
could rally the American
people and a common 
cause,” Biden said of
Kennedy’s space eff ort, 
adding that “we can usher 
in the same unwillingness 
to postpone.”

Biden hopes to move the 
U.S. closer to the goal he 
set in February of  cutting 
U.S. cancer fatalities
by 50% over the next 25
years and to dramatically
improve the lives of
caregivers and those
suff ering from cancer. 
Experts say the objective
is attainable — but with 
adequate investments.

The president called
his goal of  developing 
treatments and 
therapeutics for cancers 
“bold, ambitious, and I
might add, completely
doable.”

In his speech, Biden
called on the private
sector to make drugs 
more affordable, and data
more regularly available.
He ticked off  medical 
advancements possible
with focused research, 
funding and data.

And he spoke of  a new
federally backed study 
that seeks evidence for
using blood tests to screen 
against multiple cancers 
— a potential game-
changer in diagnostic 
testing to dramatically 

improve early detection of
cancers.

Danielle Carnival, the 
White House coordinator 
for the effort, told The 
Associated Press that
the administration sees
huge potential in the 
commencement of  the 
blood diagnostic study on
identifying cancers.

“One of  the most 
promising technologies 
has been the development 
of  blood tests that off er 
the promise of  detecting 
multiple cancers in a 
single blood test and
really imagining the 
impact that could have
on our ability to detect
cancer early and in a 
more equitable way,”
Carnival said. “We think

the best way to get us to 
the place where those are
realized is to really test 
out the technologies we
have today and see what

works and what really has 
an impact on extending 
lives.”

Biden hopes ending cancer can be a ‘national purpose’
25-year goal

to cut cancer

deaths by 50%

AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI 

President Joe Biden speaks on the cancer moonshot 
initiative Monday at the John F. Kennedy Library and 
Museum in Boston.
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In 2022, the American Cancer 
Society estimates, 1.9 million 
new cancer cases will be
diagnosed and 609,360 people 
will die of  cancer diseases. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention rank cancer as the
second-highest killer of  people 
in the U.S. after heart disease.

The issue is personal to 
Biden, who lost his adult son
Beau in 2015 to brain cancer. 
After Beau’s death, Congress
passed the 21st Century Cures
Act, which dedicated $1.8 billion
over seven years for cancer 
research and was signed into
law in 2016 by President Barack 
Obama.

Obama designated Biden,
then vice president, to run “mis-
sion control” on directing the 
cancer funds as a recognition 
of  Biden’s grief  as a parent and
desire to do something about 
it. Biden wrote in his memoir
“Promise Me, Dad” that he

chose not to run for president 
in 2016 primarily because of
Beau’s death.

Despite Biden’s attempts to 
hark back to Kennedy and his 
space program, the current
initiative lacks that same 
level of  budgetary support. 
The Apollo program garnered
massive public investment —
more than $20 billion, or more 
than $220 billion in 2022 dollars 
adjusted for inflation. Biden’s
effort is far more modest
and reliant on private sector 
investment.

Still, he’s tried to maintain 
momentum for investments in
public health research, includ-
ing championing the Advanced
Research Projects Agency for
Health, modeled after similar 
research and development ini-
tiatives benefiting the Pentagon 
and intelligence community.

On Monday, Biden announced
Dr. Renee Wegrzyn as the 
inaugural director of  ARPA-H,
which has been given the task 
of  studying treatments and
potential cures for cancers,

Alzheimer’s, diabetes and other 
diseases. He also announced a
new National Cancer Institute 
scholars’ program to provide 
funding to early-career sci-
entists studying treatments
and cures for cancer, with a
focus on underrepresented
groups and those from diverse 
backgrounds.

The president was joined 
by Caroline Kennedy, the
daughter of  JFK who is now the 
U.S. ambassador to Australia. 
And he was expected to speak
later in the day at a fundraiser 
for the Democratic National
Committee.

Experts agree it’s far too 
early to say whether these new
blood tests for finding cancer 
in healthy people will have
any effect on cancer deaths.
There have been no studies to 
show they reduce the risk of  
dying from cancer. Still, they
say setting an ambitious goal is
important.

Carnival said the National
Cancer Institute study was
designed so that any promising

diagnostic results could be
swiftly put into widespread
practice while the longer-term 
study — expected to last up to a
decade — progresses. She said 
the goal was to move closer to
a future where cancers could
be detected through routine 
bloodwork, potentially reducing
the need for more invasive and 
burdensome procedures like 
colonoscopies, and therefore 
saving lives.

Scientists now understand
that cancer is not a single
disease, but hundreds of
diseases that respond differ-
ently to different treatments.
Some cancers have biomarkers 
that can be targeted by existing 
drugs that will slow a tumor’s 
growth. Many more targets 
await discovery.

“How do we learn what
therapies are effective in which 
subtypes of  disease? That to 
me is oceanic,” said Donald
A. Berry, a biostatistician at
the University of  Texas M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center. “The
possibilities are enormous. The

challenges are enormous.”
Despite the challenges, he’s

optimistic about cutting the
cancer death rate in half  over 
the next 25 years.

“We can get to that 50%
goal by slowing the disease
sufficiently across the various
cancers without curing any-
body,” Berry said. “If  I were to 
bet on whether we will achieve
this 50% reduction, I would bet 
yes.”

Even without new break-
throughs, progress can be made
by making care more equitable,
said Dr. Crystal Denlinger, chief  
scientific officer for the National 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Network, a group of  elite cancer 
centers.

And any effort to reduce the
cancer death rate will need to 
focus on the biggest cancer kill-
er, which is lung cancer. Mostly
attributable to smoking, lung 
cancer now causes more cancer 
deaths than any other cancer. 
Of the 1,670 daily cancer deaths 
in the United States, more than
350 are from lung cancer.

CANCER
FROM PAGE 1A

end of  total flights 
scheduled. The highest — 
American Airlines — had 
an on-time rate of  76% for 
889,445 flights; Hawaiian 
Airlines, with just 35,458 
flights, had the highest on-
time rate of  roughly 82%.

The Daily Sun reached 
out to Allegiant Air.

The company’s 
Media Relations team 
released a statement, 
noting Allegiant and other 
airlines are being impacted 
by an “unprecedented 
labor shortage” during a 
time when demand for air 
travel “is at an all-time 
high.”

The statement also cited 
factors like bad weather 
and how it can cause crews 
to “time out” on the FAA 
mandated limit of  hours 
they can spend in flight.

“When that occurs, there 
is a limited availability 
of  back-up reserve flight 
crews to fill in,” the 
statement read.

The company also cited 
the effect of  COVID-19 
in restricting the pool of  
available employees for 
service.

“This shortage of  
pilots, flight attendants, 
maintenance technicians, 
grounds crews and 
other key employees is 
an industry-wide issue,” 
Allegiant said in the 
company’s statement. 
“We are actively working 
to mitigate it by offering 
extra incentives to attract 
and retain employees, 
including higher wages, 
bonuses, work schedule 
flexibility and more.”

ALLEGIANT
FROM PAGE 1A
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Port Charlotte isn’t known for its busy skyline but soon a bustling riverside resort is expected to draw 
thousands of new visitors to the Peace River area. 

Building crews use towering cranes alongside U.S. 41 to wrap up construction on the Sunseeker Resort 
which will include 785 hotel rooms, a 60,000-square-foot convention center and more than 20 options for 
dining when the project concludes in Spring 2023. 
 
“We think it will change the hospitality game literally for everyone,” said Micah Richins, Sunseeker 
Resort president and chief operating officer. 

Richins touts that the amenities and service 
resort guests can expect will beat anything in 
Las Vegas, where he and many on his 
management team were recruited. 

“We’ll have a pool that’s the size of a 
football field,” said Richins. 
 



Dave Gammon, the director of Charlotte County Economic Development, believes the resort will be a 
significant boost to the local community. 

“We've always kind of been a donut hole…People have always gone either way south or north of us and 
just skipped over Charlotte County,” Gammon said. “Sunseekers is proving that you can come here to the 
donut hole and things happen.” 

Allegiant Airlines is so convinced that visitors want to enjoy the quiet charm and ecological beauty of the 
area that it invested more than $600 million to develop the Sunseeker Resort. 

The company hopes many of the 800,000 passengers that fly on the airline each year into Punta Gorda’s 
airport will actually stay and book a room at the resort. The company says it’s already booked 31 
conventions for more than $13 million. 

“Really, the people were going other places and leaving Charlotte County because there wasn't really 
something to hold them here,” Gammon said. “You know, there were small hotels, there was a limited 
food scene, but there wasn't really this dynamic project or opportunity to have people stay…” 

Gammon calls the resort a game changer for the region. 

“It just changes us,” said Gammon. 

Rick Barone knows the resort could be competition to his restaurant, Pioneers Pizza, just down the street, 
but also thinks it could bring in more customers. 

“I have no idea how it's going to be. I look at it as a bittersweet type situation. I kind of like having the 
small town and being a big fish in a small pond. Now it's kind of times are changing,” he said. 

Gammon says hospitality is just one area of growth that is transforming the area. He says Charlotte 
County is no longer a secret — a place no one’s heard about or assumes is in North Carolina. This year 
Punta Gorda was named the best place to relocate a corporate headquarters in the eastern U.S. by The 
Boyd Company, a corporate relocation consultant. 

Major corporations are also taking notice of Charlotte County’s convenient location between larger metro 
areas as a distribution hub. 

“We are really starting to stand out in Southwest Florida as a premier distribution location,” Gammon 
said. 

The county estimates FedEx will spend $30 million dollars to develop land on Piper Road and create a 
250,000-square-foot distribution center. The developer, Equus, recently broke ground on a 370,000-plus 
square foot logistics center nearby — another $40 million dollar development for the county. 

“I think in the next couple of years you'll see distribution companies lined up in our Enterprise Charlotte 
Airport Park because of where we are and the accessibility of Interstate 75,” Gammon said. 

Another example of growth that is transforming the community: the aviation industry. 

“We have aviation businesses here, but it's going to explode,” Gammon said. 
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More than 5 million dollars in government funding is being invested into educational programs and 
facilities to train future aviation mechanics in Charlotte County. Teens and adults graduating from the 
new aviation program at Charlotte Technical College are in big demand because of a critical worldwide 
shortage of aviation employees. 

“They're coming to Charlotte County because they want to be close to those kids when they graduate,” 
said Gammon. “We have the land. We have the proximity of the airport that the businesses want. That's 
available. It's not crowded yet. So it's going to change significantly, probably, in the next three or four 
years. It will be unrecognizable.” 

But one obstacle for these growth plans is a worker shortage; The Sunseeker Resort alone will need 1,200 
people. 

Barone, from Pioneers Pizza, chuckled at hearing the number of employees the resort will need because 
he has struggled to find enough staff for his restaurant. 

“I don't even think there's about 1,200 people that are working age over here in Port Charlotte,” said 
Franco. 

“There is not enough labor in the market right now. We all know that, right. So we intend to do the things 
that make us the employer of choice,” said Richins from Sunnseeker Resort. “We will be the newest -- 
we'll be the shiny toy, so to speak.” 

https://news.wgcu.org/news/2022-09-13/hospitality-and-aviation-among-industrys-promising-economic-growth-in-charlotte-county 

 

https://news.wgcu.org/news/2022-09-13/hospitality-and-aviation-among-industrys-promising-economic-growth-in-charlotte-county


 

Auto race fans watching the Hollywood Casino 400 race last weekend at Kansas Speedway, both on TV 
and in person, might have noticed a new brand whiz by them in Ty Dillon’s No. 42 car: Sunseeker 
Resorts. 

The Charlotte County resort, a $618 million project under construction that will be owned and operated 
by Allegiant Travel Co., unveiled the partnership with Dillon’s team, Petty GMS, prior to the race. “As a 
newly emerging brand and largest new-build resort in all of Florida, Sunseeker plans on making a big 
statement with their first resort set to open next year in Charlotte Harbor,” a press release states. 

"I'm proud to represent Sunseeker Resorts on my No. 42 Chevy in Kansas,” Dillon says in the statement. 
“After learning about their big plans for a grand unveiling next year, I believe that their group along with 
their parent company of Allegiant has a lot of great synergy for the future. Having the opportunity to 
promote the Charlotte Harbor location on our race car will be a great way to help get the word out, and 
I'm certainly looking forward to spreading that message with our Petty GMS team.” 

"We at Sunseeker Resorts couldn't be more excited to build upon our relationship with Petty GMS by 
promoting our Charlotte Harbor resort on the racetrack,” President & COO Micah Richins says in the 
statement. “When we first heard about this opportunity, our team jumped on it, because we feel that the 
traveling NASCAR fan base would find our resort as a top-notch experience when it comes to planning 
their next vacations. 

Sunseeker Resorts plans to host a grand opening celebration of its flagship resort when it opens in late 
spring/summer of 2023. Highlights of the 22-waterfront acre luxury destination include 20 original food 
and beverage concepts, 11 bars and lounges, two poolside offerings and a 25,000-square-foot multi-dining 
experience. When complete, Sunseeker is also expected to have 785 rooms, 60,000 square feet of meeting 



space, a harbor walk and an 18-hole golf course. Included in the room mix will be 189 luxury one- to 
three-bedroom suites that will range in size from 875 square feet to 1,700 square feet and come with chef-
level kitchens, private balconies and separate check-in, services and private lounges. The company calls 
this hotel-within-a-hotel concept Sunsuites. 

The resort is 10 minutes from Punta Gorda Airport where Allegiant serves more than 60 nonstop 
destinations worldwide. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/dollar618-million-resort-signs-sponsorship-deal-with-pro-racecar-driver 

 

 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/dollar618-million-resort-signs-sponsorship-deal-with-pro-racecar-driver
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Towering orange flames 100 feet tall. A 
billowing plume of thick black smoke. An 
aircraft engulfed in a blaze.

And it’s happening along Interstate 75 
toward southern Punta Gorda, not far 
from the highway.

Don’t panic and don’t dial 9-1-1. It’s not 
a real emergency. In fact, this scene hasn’t 
even occurred yet.

But later this year, it will — and it will 
repeat itself with increasing frequency.

What you’ll be witnessing is aircraft 

firefighting training using a state-of-the-
art simulator.

Newly installed at the Charlotte County 
Fire & EMS administration, fleet main-
tenance and training facility on Airport 
Road (behind the Charlotte County Jail 
and adjacent to the Cheney Brothers 
warehouse), this simulator is only the sec-
ond one of its kind in the United States.

Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting is the fire-
fighting specialty dedicated to protecting 
aviation interests, including passengers, 
pilots, crew or airport personnel, airport 
equipment and structures, and aircraft 
themselves.   

BY SAMUEL BURNLEY
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Simulator will train firefighters to battle airport fires

SEE SIMULATOR, A27 

COURTESY PHOTO / WHARTON-SMITH

Real fire, fake aircraft. Charlotte County’s new 
state-of-the-art simulator will train firefighters 
to battle blazes at airports.
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SIMULATOR
From page 1

  Charlotte County’s new aircraft fire 
simulator installation is the realized 
vision of Battalion Chief Larry Lippel, 
a 24-year veteran of Charlotte Coun-
ty Fire & EMS. Mr. Lippel previously 
spent 10 years as a firefighter in Canton, 
Ohio, bringing his total years of experi-
ence to 34. He now oversees nine of the 
county’s 16 fire stations, including the 
one at Punta Gorda Airport.

He first introduced the idea of build-
ing an aircraft fire simulator back in 
2016, around the same time he lobbied 
the state of Florida to recognize ARFF 
as a certified discipline within firefight-
ing. Certification meant that ARFF-spe-
cific training, which is mandated by 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
would now count toward firefighters’ 
Continuing Education Units in the state 
of Florida. Other specialties include 
Marine Ops, Haz-Mat, and Confined 
Spaces, but not all are certified disci-
plines according to the state. (Ironical-
ly, despite being surrounded by water, 
Florida doesn’t have a marine firefight-
ing certification.) 

Mr. Lippel’s efforts have not only 
benefited the civil servants in Charlotte 
County’s Fire & EMS, but also those in 
departments statewide. 

“We put this in here first and fore-
most for Southwest Florida. (We asked) 
What can we do to help firefighters and 
first responders at the airports become 
better trained?” Mr. Lippel said. “We 
proposed an idea and, as a county, they 
picked it up and they wanted to know 
how it could be used.

The wide-reaching demand for ARFF 
training infrastructure is due to many 
factors, not the least of which is the 
requirement by the FAA that firefight-
ers at all airports with commercial traf-
fic train and recertify their skills annu-
ally.

Consider the high cost to build, oper-
ate, and maintain such facilities, and 
you get an inkling of why there are 
just a few in the entire state of Flori-
da. Details of the project on Charlotte 
County’s website put the total cost at 
$9,392,610.

“The great thing about it is it’s a 

regional, state, national asset,” Mr. Lip-
pel said. “I mean, it is really not con-
fined to anyone. It’s not just Charlotte 
County, which is the best part about it.”

So the county hopes to attract the 
training business of departments all 
over the state — and even the entire 
southeastern United States.

Mike Nuñez, Wharton-Smith’s proj-
ect manager for the ARFF installation, 
said the concrete under the plane itself 
is 2 feet thick, whereas it is 7 inches 
thick on the rest of the pad.

Charlotte’s ARFF simulator looks like 
a black airplane with a blue tail and 
wings that are too small to fly. Under 
the larger of the two wings hang two 
faux engines, one from an Airbus A320 
and the other from a Boeing 737. On the 
opposite side of the plane, a short stub 
of a wing houses the turboprop style 
engine of a Q400, a common commut-
er aircraft, and there is a tail-mounted 
turbofan engine similar to that found on 
any number of regional jets.

As with the engines, one of the main 
landing gears is designed like the A320 
and the other like the 737. This allows 
firefighters to practice putting out 

brake and tire fires. There are doors on 
either side of the fuselage made with 
true-to-life mechanisms that operate 
like those of the A320 and 737. The 
cargo doors, battery disconnect, auxil-
iary power unit — everything is as real 
as possible to allow firefighters to build 
muscle memory in practice that will be 
activated in a real-life scenario.

The realism continues inside the 
cabin, where two different seating con-
figurations are used to simulate the 
A320 and 737, complete with exit doors 
over the wing, overhead bins, bath-
rooms, galleys and the cockpit.

“The goal is to be able to give a fire 

simulation for firefighters that takes 
away that whole sense of security (of 
knowing it isn’t real),” Mr. Nuñez said. 
“There is a safety net. There’s a lot of 
redundancy in this to keep people safe, 
but it allows them to train in a real-
world experience so they can do spill 
fires, they can do engine fires, you can 
do a cabin fire. There’s a spot that’s 
got a rolling fire. You can do a galley 
fire. They have smoke machines that 
have nitrogen mixes in them so that the 
smoke doesn’t dissipate when you spray 
with water, because, otherwise, well, 
the simulation is over once you start 
spraying it.” ■

SAMUEL BURNLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY

The aricraft firefighting simulator is a Frankenstein’s monster combining elements of an Airbus A320 and Boeing 737, plus a propeller, in 
one — while the interior is designed to replicate that found on an actual aircraft. Charlotte County hopes to attract aircraft rescue firefighting 
departments from all over the southeastern United States to use the simulator for their training.
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By NANCY J SEMON 
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — Charlotte
County Public Schools will use funding 
from a $500,000 grant to tutor students 
whose state test scores were lower due 

to several factors.
According to educators,

including Assistant
Superintendent of  
Learning Cheryl
Edwards, pandemic-re-
lated learning difficulties,
trauma and absenteeism
resulted in lower state 
test scores in grades 

6-12 for students whose learning in a
classroom is a challenge.

In 2022, the required state test
identified that 46% of  students met 
or exceeded grade level standards in

English Language Arts, and 48% met or
exceeded grade level standards in math.

To rectify the situation, CCPS is 
implementing what it calls “high-dosage 
tutoring” given during the school day to 
provide an extra layer of  support.

The tutoring will pair a mentor 
teacher with a student, Edwards said.

The tutoring which will be delivered 
daily by certified teachers during the
day, is expected to accelerate learning in 
18 weeks.

“High dosage tutoring is a proven,
effective strategy for increasing student 
outcomes,” Edwards said.

The grant award came from the Joint
Legislative Budget Commission which 
approved it.

Called the “Rise to the Top with
High Dosage Tutoring,” the grant was 
sponsored by Rep. Michael Grant.

Local governments requested
$846 million across 971 projects. The 
Joint Legislative Budget Commission 
approved 238 projects totaling $175 mil-
lion, of  which the CCPS $500,000 local 
support grant was a part.

$500K grant to provide tutoring mentors for students
Pandemic, traumas,

absenteeism were

factors in lower state

scores, study shows
EDWARDS

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda 
Airport has become the exclusive U.S. 
military and federal government fuel 
contractor for Southwest Florida, 
airport spokesperson Kaley Miller 
announced this week.

“We’re the only airport on the 
west coast south of  Sarasota that can 
provide this service,” she said.

“We put in a formal request to the 
Defense Logistics Agency several 
months ago to be an aviation fuel 
contractor,” she said. “After me met 
the criteria on paper, it passed an 
in-person on the ground audit with 
DLA staff last week.”

Now, PGD is one of  24 approved 
fuel contractors approved by the DLA 
in Florida.

“They did a thorough inspection of  
our fueling facilities and performed a 
deleted audit of  our fuel farm tanks, 
equipment and fuel trucks to ensure 
quality control in the field, and on 
paper,” Miller added.

The airport’s first fueling of  a mil-
itary aircraft took place on Tuesday 
when a Black Hawk helicopter took 
more than 200 gallons of  Jet A fuel in 
about 10 to 15 minutes from start to 

finish, Miller said.
While the crew of  the Black Hawk 

waited, PGD staff members gave 
them a tour of  the new PGD Air 
Center.

Miller said the new 510,000-square-
foot ramp has plenty of  room for 
aircraft parking.

PGD wins contract to fuel 

government aircraft

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

Crew member entering Black Hawk helicopter after it refuels at PGD.

SEE AIRPORT, 3B

Travis Maus, a Black Hawk crew member in the U.S. Army Reserve, stands 
next to the helicopter about to be refueled at PGD recently.
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“Once Rosati’s Pizza 
opens in the spring, we’re 
hoping it will attract a lot 
more military pilots who 
want to grab a meal,” she 
said.

On Thursday, an Army 
Citation jet refueled at 
PGD. The fueling process 
takes about 20 to 25 min-
utes as the jet takes more 
fuel than the helicopter, 
Miller explained.

All of  the military 
aircraft use Jet A fuel, she 
said.

“It’s expected that PGD 
will fuel government and 
military aircraft at least 
twice a week, but it could 
be more than several 
times a week depending 
on what’s going on in the 
world,” she said.

“We usually get a 
heads-up of  a day or so, 
but things can change last 
minute due to weather or 
changes in fl ight plan.

“Basically, we are ready 
for military and govern-
ment aircraft whenever 
they let us know they are 

on the way. We have to 
be ready for a ‘pop in,’” 
Miller said.

“Any military or 
government aircraft could 
come to PGD, such as the 
UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copter, C-130 Coast Guard 

jets, Army Citation jets, 
and possibly P-8 Poseidon 
or military fi ghter jets 
... but probably not Air 
Force One, but anything 
is possible,” she said.

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1B

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

A U.S. Army Citation jet refuels at PGD.

During the night, a Black Hawk helicopter stopped at Punta Gorda Airport to 
take on fuel.



 

 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — More military aircraft will be seen in the skies above Charlotte County after the 
Punta Gorda Airport sealed a deal to be the exclusive fuel contractor for the region. The announcement 
was made Wednesday on the airport's Facebook page. U.S. military and federal aircraft will now utilize 
the new PGD Air Center for refueling on an as-needed basis. 

 
A photo taken Tuesday by the airport shows a U.S. Army UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopter taking advantage of the service. Thursday, another 
chopper and an Army Reserves jet were also seen at the fueling spot. 

The PGD Air Center opened in August and houses meeting and event 
space plus amenities for pilots and aviation staff. 

Airport officials say the contract runs through March 2025. They said it 
could help boost the local economy, "as more fuel sales can potentially 
lead to more Airport Authority jobs." 

 
 

https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/punta-gorda-airport-becomes-exclusive-military-fuel-contractor-for-swfl 

 

https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/punta-gorda-airport-becomes-exclusive-military-fuel-contractor-for-swfl
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — After 23 years as a 
tenant on Punta Gorda Airport property, 
cabinet design company Gulf  Contours is 
getting evicted.

In a 4-1 vote Thursday, the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority 
approved a motion for air-
port representatives to “un-
dertake all reasonable and 
necessary actions, including 
litigation, to remove Gulf  
Contours from the proper-
ty,” Airport Commissioner 
Paul Andrews said, regard-
ing the Gulf  Contour’s use 
of  a building at 7500 Golf  
Course Blvd.

“Basically evicting him,” 
Commission Chair Rob 
Hancik said.

The 14-employee company 
is a nationwide supplier for 
thermofoil cabinet compo-
nents, such as cabinet doors 

and shelves — especially for motor home 
developers.

Gulf  Contours owner Jerry Goin was 
making deliveries in Cape Coral when the 
vote was made.

Airport 
tenant 
evicted

Gulf Contours owner has 

no plans to walk away

SEE AIRPORT, 4A

HANCIK

GOIN
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He told The Daily Sun he 
will discuss how to proceed 
with his attorney.

“I don’t know what we are 
going to do next,” he said. “I’m 
of  the opinion that, and so is 
my attorney, that we may have 
a direct legal action against 
the airport. If  that’s the case, 
it may not die because I’m out 
of  business and I can’t afford 

to be out of  
business.”

He said his 
“whole life and 
retirement” is 
in that building.

“Do I just 
tuck my tail 
between my 
legs and walk 
away?” he 
added. “I don’t 
think I’m going 
to do that. I 
am going to 
see what my 
options are.”

Goin’s lease 
with the airport 
ended a year 
ago, but his 
company has 
been operating 
under an 
abatement 
agreement that 

ended Aug. 30.
As part of  

that agreement, Goin was ob-
ligated to find a new location, 
fix minor fire damage inside 
the building and pay off 2021 
property taxes.

Airport attorney Darol Carr 
said Goin failed to do all three.

“He agreed that within 60 
days that he would put it (the 
damage) back exactly like it 
had been ... That agreement 
was signed in September 
2021,” Carr said. “We repeat-
edly asked him to procure that 
and photographs indicated it 
had not been completed. He 
continues to argue with us 
that he will not put it back the 
way it was.”

At the Aug. 18 meeting, Goin 
addressed Carr’s concerns.

“You keep repeating the fact 
that we have not repaired the 

fire damage,” Goin said. “Well, 
we have put a baffle screen in, 
we have put the new fire sup-
pression in (and) I have told 
you repeatedly we will repair 
the drywall in there, but we 
will not repair the insulation 
between.”

Goin added that he had a 
contract signed for repairs and 
a check issued but the airport 
would not approve the work.

“We are not behind on our 
2021 taxes,” Goin added. “We 
have set up a payment agree-
ment with the county.”

Ultimately, the majority of  
the Airport Authority decided 
Goin had enough chances 
to come to terms with the 
abatement agreement.

“We’ve given him every op-
portunity to get up to speed,” 
Commissioner Kathleen 
Coppola said.

Goin has been up to date on 
his rent payments — another 
issue questioned by Coppola.

In an April workshop, Punta 
Gorda Airport CEO James 
Parish did say there was a 
possibility of  a long-term lease 
for Goin’s company in a new 
industrial facility planned for 
the airport’s industrial park.

Before then, Goin said he 
had been searching for new 
potential locations in DeSoto, 
Charlotte, Sarasota and Lee 
counties, but he couldn’t find 
any place with the level of  
power he needs to operate.

The industrial park building 
is in the early design phase.

No talk of  a contract for 
the new building and Gulf  
Contours has been discussed 
since, according to Goin.

“We’ve gone ahead and said, 
‘Yes, we’ll sign a lease.’ Our 
back is against the wall and 
it’s really against the wall 
right now, we’re being forced 
out,” Goin said at the Aug. 
18 meeting. “We’ve asked for 
contact with people that would 
talk about it. We want to lease. 
We have nothing to go on but 
that a lease was involved.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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PUNTA GORDA — Students enrolled in Charlotte Technical College’s Aviation Airframe Mechanics 
program now are able to practice their learned skills on a working plane. Thanks to a Florida Job Growth 
Fund grant, the school was able to purchase a 1978 Beechcraft C23 Sundowner, said Amanda Swartz, the 
program’s aviation maintenance specialist. 
 
“We got a good deal on it,” she said of the purchase price of $68,000. 
 
The plane “belonged to one of our students,” she said. 
 
The school had been searching for a flyable plane to purchase, when the student offered to sell the 
Beechcraft that, conveniently, was located at the Punta Gorda Airport where the aviation program is also 
located, said Swartz. Otherwise, the school would have had to search for a plane located at another airport 
and that would probably have cost more and incurred a transport fee. She said around the same time as the 
purchase agreement, Draken International donated parts. 
 
Two sets of wings from a T-28 Trojan made of sheet metal, a fuselage from an A-4 Skyhawk fighter jet, 
and a J65 turbojet engine were the parts that Draken gave to the school, Swartz said. She said the school 
has received donations from other businesses as well. Duplicate parts allow multiple groups of students to 
be instructed at one time, Swartz explained. 
 
She said CTC will be applying for its Powerplant Mechanics certification, which would complete the two 
parts of the school’s aviation program. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/charlotte-tech-gets-plane-for-maintenance-training/article_99e37a8e-35dc-11ed-8f27-
1749a495907e.html 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/charlotte-tech-gets-plane-for-maintenance-training/article_99e37a8e-35dc-11ed-8f27-1749a495907e.html
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By DÁNICA COTO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HAVANA — Tropical Storm 
Fiona was expected to become a
hurricane as it neared Puerto Rico 
on Saturday, threatening to dump
up to 20 inches of  rain as people 
braced for potential landslides, 
severe flooding and power outages.

The storm previously battered
various eastern Caribbean islands, 
with one death reported in the 
French territory of  Guadeloupe.
Regional prefect Alexandre 
Rochatte told reporters Saturday
that the body was found on the side 
of  a road after floods washed away
a home in the capital of  Basse-
Terre. More than 20 other people 
were rescued amid heavy wind 
and rain that left 13,000 customers
without power.

Fiona was located 90 miles 
south-southeast of  St. Croix
Saturday afternoon with maximum 
sustained winds of  60 mph. It was 
moving west at 8 mph on a path
forecast to pass near or over Puerto 
Rico on Sunday night. Fiona was
expected to become a hurricane 
while moving near Puerto Rico.

“We are already starting to feel 
its effects,” said Puerto Rico Gov. 
Pedro Pierluisi. “We should not 
underestimate this storm.”

He said the heavy rains antici-
pated are dangerous because the
island’s soil is already saturated. 
Meanwhile, many Puerto Ricans 
worried about serious power 
outages since the reconstruction 
of  the island’s power grid razed 

By NICHOLAS RICCARDI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Spurred by conspiracy theories about 
the 2020 presidential election, activists 
around the country are using laws that 
allow people to challenge a voter’s right
to cast a ballot to contest the registra-
tions of  thousands of  voters at a time.

In Iowa, Linn County Auditor Joel 
Miller had handled three voter chal-
lenges over the previous 15 years. He 
received 119 over just two days after

Doug Frank, an Ohio educator who is 
touring the country spreading doubts
about the 2020 election, swung through
the state.

In Nassau County in northern 
Florida, two residents challenged the 
registrations of  nearly 2,000 voters just
six days before last month’s primary. In
Georgia, activists are dropping off box-
loads of  challenges in the diverse and 
Democratic-leaning counties compris-
ing the Atlanta metro area, including
more than 35,000 in one county late last 
month.

Election officials say the vast majority 
of  the challenges will be irrelevant
because they contest the presence on
voting rolls of  people who already are 
in the process of  being removed after

they moved out of  the region. Still, they 
create potentially hundreds of  hours 
of  extra work as the offices scramble to
prepare for November’s election.

“They at best overburden election 
officials in the run-up to an election, 
and at worse they lead to people being
removed from the rolls when they 
shouldn’t be,” said Sean Morales-Doyle 
of  The Brennan Center for Justice, 
which has tracked an upswing in voter 
challenges.

The voter challenges come as activ-
ists who believe in the election lies of  
former President Donald Trump also 
have flooded election offices across the
country with public records requests 

Voter challenges, records 
requests swamp election offices

Could create hundreds 
of hours of extra work 

before November

AP PHOTO/JOHN BAZEMORE 

Gwinnett County elections supervisor Zach Manifold looks over boxes of voter challenges on Thursday, in Lawrenceville,
Ga. Manifold estimated his office has a month to log and research the challenges, before mail ballots go out for the 
November elections. “It is a tight window to get everything done,” he said.

Hurricane 
warning for 
Puerto Rico 

as Fiona 
approaches

SEE ELECTION, 4A SEE WARNING, 4A

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — A North 
Port man died after his small 
plane crashed into a South 
Carolina lake Sept. 10.

Todd J. Carrell, 55, was en 
route to Anderson, South 
Carolina when his plane ended 

up crashing about 12:39 p.m. 
into Lake Hartwell, near the 
South Carolina/Georgia border. 
He had taken off from Punta 
Gorda Airport at 9:40 a.m. that 
morning.

Flight Aware’s website pro-
vides tracking information and 
the plane’s history of  flights for 
September.

Aviation Safety Network — a 
service of  the Flight Safety 
Foundation — on its website 
shows the plane crashed on its 
approach to the airport.

The Federal Aviation Agency 
registry shows the plane was 
registered to Carrell and gave 

his address as being in Heron 
Creek, on Royal Poinciana Way 
in North Port.

On his LinkedIn page, Carrell 
is listed as the chief  operating 
officer of  Food Innovations, 
Inc., a Bonita Springs company 
that delivers fresh, perishable 
food.

No one answered the compa-
ny’s phone on Saturday.

His wife, Ellen Carrell, told 
The Daily Sun the family did 
not wish to speak about the 
situation right now.

The South Carolina FOX 
news affiliate in Greenville 
reported that that the wreckage 

was in 121 feet of  water and 
that it was difficult for divers to 
reach.

Carrell’s body was recovered 
Friday.

The National Transportation 
Safety Board and Federal 
Aviation Agency are investigat-
ing the cause of  the crash.

Flight Aware shows that 
the plane was flown twice in 
September prior to the fatal 
crash.

The last seconds of  the Sept. 
10 flight are shown on Flight 
Aware. Tracking history shows 
it began to descend at 12:35 p.m. 
and its speed began to slow, 

going to 182 miles per hour 
down from 211 mph at 12:36.18. 
At that point, it was at 1,600 
feet. Eighteen seconds later the 
plane’s speed was down to 137 
mph, while it had climbed to 
2,100 feet.

At 12:36:54, its speed was 59 
mph and it again climbed — to 
2,300 feet.

The weather that day, ac-
cording to a Hartwell, Georgia 
website, was clear, with tem-
peratures just under 70 degrees. 
Winds were from the northeast 
at 9 miles per hour.

North Port man dies in plane crash
Resident’s body 
recovered from 

South Carolina lake 
on Friday

HAD ENOUGH? — RALLY FOR A REPUBLICAN VICTORY 

�� Hear and Speak with Republican Leaders including Greg Steube, U.S House Representative, Ben 
Albritton, Florida State Senator,  Spenser Roach, Florida State Representative, Marco Rubio and 
Governor DeSantis Campaigns, and conservative speakers like Trevor Loudon and Mason Weaver 

�� Information booths, campaign sign, banners, and more, giveaways 

�� Free food from the Hot Dog Man… Music from Tiki Tom… Patriotic Rallying 

Free admission..  Small donations appreciated… Kids Welcome...Info: (941)258-2080

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 9:30 — 3, CHARLOTTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

Paid for by Charlotte County Republican Executive Committee and not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.  

2333 El Jobean Rd. Rt. 776, Port Charlotte 
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Nursing women traveling 
through Punta Gorda 
Airport now have a 
private room available.

It can be used for 
breastfeeding or for 
breast milk pumping.

Kaley Miller, marketing 
and communications 
manager for the airport, 
is giving tours to women 
of  the new Mother’s 
Room, across from Gate 2.

Kori Jeffries, of  Fort 
Myers, was among those 
receiving a look-see. 
She and a half-dozen 
friends were leaving for 
an Asheville weekend 

— with Jeffries leaving 
her 5-month-old baby in 
“good hands,” she said.

Jeffries still needs 
to pump for the baby’s 
nutrition. Miller showed 
Jeffries the small room 
that has a changing table, 
chair, outlet, side table, 
diaper pail and a locking 
door.

Although it has no sink 
or commode, a separate 
family restroom is nearby.

Jeffries said she’d be 
using it shortly before 
embarking on her flight.

The Mother’s Room 
offers nursing and 
lactating women privacy 
and quiet away from the 
busy terminal.

Helping moms

Punta Gorda Airport opens 

private room for nursing mothers

SUN PHOTOS BY NANCY J. SEMON

Kori Jeffries said the rocking chair in the Mother’s Room is very comfortable.

A large, pastel sign is next to the Mother’s Room, 
across from Gate 2 at PGD. SEE AIRPORT, 3B

Includes:  Consultation, 
Exam, Necessary X-Rays 
& One Laser Treatment 

With Coupon.

Laura R. Korman, DC, DACBN
16954 Toledo Blade Blvd. • Port Charlotte, FL 33954 

(941) 629-6700
drlaurakorman.com

Knee Pain?
FINALLY, 

Get Rid of Knee 
Pain Without Drugs, 
Shots or Surgery!
Do You Have Any 
Of The Following 

Conditions?

• Arthritis
• Knee pain

• Cartilage damage
• ‘Bone-on-bone’

• Tendonitis
• Bursitis

• Crunching &
popping sounds

Pain Relief 
with Laser 
Therapy

HERE’S WHAT PATIENTS SAY...
“After just 1 Laser treatment, 
the pain was diminished and I 
had my fi rst full night of sleep in 
several weeks.” - Merry N. $67 CONSULTATION

A Non-Surgical, 
Non-Invasive, Knee 

Pain Treatment NOW 
AVAILABLE! Functional Medicine | Over 30 Years in Private Practice 

Diplomate, American Clinical Board of Nutrition | Doctor of Chiropractic
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Wilson and Osburn were 
angling to buy or lease the club 
and proved they could draw a 
crowd by bringing in some great 
acts — with the help of  booking 
guru Cord Cosler — and getting 
anywhere from $30 to $45 a seat 
for sell-out shows.

The Drifters, with Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Hall of  Famer Bill Pinckney, 
were a huge draw. And a Beach 
Boys tribute band featuring 
Matt Jardine, son of  Beach Boys 
original Al Jardine, and original 
Beach Boy David Marks also 
sold the place out.

I remember after Jardine 
and the group performed, I was 
sitting at a table with Williams, 

Holland, Osburn and Cosler. We 
were all happy about the turnout 
and praising the professionalism 
and performance we had just 
seen.

Only two of  us are still alive. It 
just doesn’t seem real.

We lost Williams in 2019 and 
Holland just a few months later. 
Both of  them left their mark on 
Charlotte County and Southwest 
Florida.

Williams was always the 
man with a plan and a dream. 
Holland was a beloved musician 
who was more intimate with his 
audience and could always be 
counted on to help nonprofits 
turn a profit. Osburn was the 
man who made the schedule and 
made sure the sound equipment 
was just right. He was also 
devoted to Verceal.

One night, after a concert, 
he sat and told me about the 
courtship and how he bought 
a washing machine and dryer 
for her that he believes finally 
convinced her he was serious.

Williams and Verceal met 
in Virginia many years ago. 
When he left for Michigan and 
Motown, he convinced her to 
follow him.

That’s where they met Holland 
and formed a band called 
Attraction. They were a hit, add-
ing David Johnson and Robert 
and Wendy Williamson to the 
group. From there, they decided 
Florida’s sunshine suited them 
better and they came south, 
adding Kelly Fagen to the mix.

“That was in 1986,” Verceal 
said. “All of  those guys are still 
in Fort Myers, but they don’t 

play often any more.”
Verceal works at South Port 

Square now and has cut back on 
her performances.

“I hardly, if  ever, do any single 
performances now,” she said. 
“I do work with a group called 
Collaboration out of  Fort Myers. 
We play some Mondays at Fort 
Myers Beach and have been in 
Marco Island.”

She said she spoke with 
Monroe Powell about a year ago. 
He’s 88 now and living in Las 
Vegas — a town that suits him 
just right.

I’m sure they talked about the 
old times.

They were good times, with 
good friends. I miss them all.

JOHN
FROM PAGE 1B

A large, pastel vertical 
sign hangs alongside the 
door.

Miller noted the first 
person who tried to use 
the room didn’t under-
stand its purpose.

“It is quirky,” Miller 
said.

She said a woman was 
spotted heading toward 
the Mother’s Room with a 
small dog and a pee pad.

When asked what she 
was doing, the woman 
said she was going in the 
room to let her dog relieve 
itself  on the pad.

She was told the room 
was for mothers and their 
human babies only, Miller 
said with a laugh. The 
woman was denied entry.

Miller grinned and said 
the Mother’s Room is for 
babies only and not “fur 
babies.”

Miller said PGD is 
in compliance with the 
Friendly Airports for 
Mothers Improvement 
Act that had bipartisan 
support.

Small airports like PGD 
have until Sept. 30 this 
year to be in compliance. 
Larger airports had to 
comply by October 2020.

“We’re ahead of  the 
deadline,” Miller said.

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTO BY NANCY J. SEMON

The Mother’s Room is for moms with babies and for 
those who just need to pump.

The 12-year-old boy 
was transported to 
an area hospital and 
pronounced dead; the 
34-year-old woman was
taken to an area hospital
and has critical injuries,
it said.

The 3-year-old suffered 
minor injuries, it said.

“The crash remains 
under investigation,” the 
news release stated.

Officials with the 
School District of  DeSoto 
County could not be 
reached for comment 
Sunday.

CRASH
FROM PAGE 1B

adno=3862103-1

Millage per $1,000 General Fund  3.7667
General 

Fund
Other Special 

Revenue
Debt 

Service 
Capital 

Projects
Utilities

Internal
Service

Fire Rescue 
District

Road and 
Drainage 
District

Solid Waste 
District

Total 
All Funds

ESTIMATED REVENUES
Ad Valorem Taxes 26,511,020$     -$ -$ -$  -$ -$  -$ -$ -$  26,511,020$      
  Millage per $1,000    3.7667
Sales and Use Taxes 6,315,620         - - 14,179,350 - - 170,000               3,693,530        - 24,358,500 
Permits and Fees 4,857,190         28,039,790      3,070,000      - 1,296,270 - 30,800 - - 37,294,050 
Intergovernmental 12,364,700       - - - - - 50,000 2,070,950        - 14,485,650 
Assessments - - - - - 15,006,360 13,022,340      8,844,990        36,873,690 
Charges for Service 12,729,360       9,172,550        - - 29,704,810      13,702,020      79,610                  3,347,220        2,417,500        71,153,070 
Fines and Forfeits 187,200             18,000              - - 100 - - - - 205,300 
Miscellaneous 1,082,590         1,000                - - 21,700              1,561,540        59,280                  129,500           29,000              2,884,610 
Other Sources - - - - - - - 4,000                - 4,000 

Total Sources 64,047,680       37,231,340     3,070,000     14,179,350     31,022,880     15,263,560     15,396,050         22,267,540     11,291,490     213,769,890      

Transfers In - - - 3,276,870        1,000,000        - - - - 4,276,870           

Total Estimated Revenues and 
Other Financing Sources 64,047,680$    37,231,340$   3,070,000$   17,456,220$   32,022,880$   15,263,560$   15,396,050$       22,267,540$   11,291,490$   218,046,760$    

Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets 18,272,379 27,670,674 1,571,752 18,862,637 21,766,024 2,923,806 4,711,755            12,060,142     3,714,728        111,553,897

TOTAL REVENUES, TRANSFERS & BALANCES 82,320,059$    64,902,014$   4,641,752$   36,318,857$   53,788,904$   18,187,366$   20,107,805$       34,327,682$   15,006,218$   329,600,657$    

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES
General Government 18,452,070$     6,971,160$      -$ -$  -$ 15,263,560$    -$ -$ -$  40,686,790$      
Public Safety 36,547,810       5,107,430        - - - - 13,491,980          - - 55,147,220         
Physical Environment - - - - 29,712,450      - - - 10,905,010      40,617,460         
Transportation - - 40,000           1,748,580        - - - 18,510,040      - 20,298,620 
Economic Environment 902,990             - - - - - - - - 902,990              
Human Services 587,360             - - - - - - - - 587,360              
Culture/Recreation 6,401,970         961,100           - 50,000 - - - - - 7,413,070 
Capital 2,496,220         3,155,440        - 8,884,890 16,205,690      - - 6,974,640        195,000           37,911,880         
Debt and Lease - - 2,635,070      - 2,265,950 - - - - 4,901,020           
Other Uses - 3,225,980 - - 606,240 - - - - 3,832,220           

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES 65,388,420       19,421,110     2,675,070     10,683,470     48,790,330     15,263,560     13,491,980         25,484,680     11,100,010     212,298,630      

Transfers Out 658,000             90,000              - - 1,000,000        - 1,645,000 669,170           464,700           4,526,870           

Total Estimated Expenditures and Uses 66,046,420       19,511,110     2,675,070     10,683,470     49,790,330     15,263,560     15,136,980 26,153,850     11,564,710     216,825,500      

Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets 16,273,639       45,390,904     1,966,682     25,635,387     3,998,574        2,923,806        4,970,825 8,173,832        3,441,508        112,775,157      

TOTAL APPROPRIATED EXPENDITURES/
EXPENSES, TRANSFERS, RESERVES & BALANCES 82,320,059$    64,902,014$   4,641,752$   36,318,857$   53,788,904$   18,187,366$   20,107,805$       34,327,682$   15,006,218$   329,600,657$    

BUDGET SUMMARY
CITY OF NORTH PORT - FISCAL YEAR 2022-23

THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT ARE 10.4%
MORE THAN LAST YEAR'S TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES

The tentative, adopted and/or final budgets are on file in the office of the above referenced taxing authority as a public record. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: John Hackworth 
was unable to turn in his 
weekly column but offered up 
this golden oldie from 2017 that 
he felt would still be appropri-
ate today.

We received a letter to the
editor recently that expressed 
great hope for a healing in our
nation.

I’m sure Sylvia E. Warren,
of  Englewood, won’t mind if  I 
share her sentiments with read-
ers (you may have missed it in 
the letters to editor section).

She said:
“I believe that kindness, pa-

tience, cheerfulness, gracious-
ness and tolerance will make

my heart happier and will set
the tone for others. Won’t you
join me? Let’s lead by example.”

Sylvia’s formula is a simple 
one. Maybe too simple. But 
wouldn’t it be great if  everyone
gave it a try?

Let’s break it down.
Kindness. It doesn’t hurt 

to be kind to people. Kind, to
me, means caring. Maybe it’s
offering a helping hand. If  there
is one thing our community 
is known for it is lending aid 
to someone in distress — in-
cluding the groups that go out 
and paint homes, build Habitat 
houses or just donate to the
needy. That is kindness.

How about patience. Okay, 
this is where I fall short. Why
can’t I realize some things just 
take a little while. I can wait a 
few minutes. If  I need to I can 
wait a day or two. How many
things are so important they 

have to be done right now? I am
sure my wife will enjoy hearing
me say that the next time she 
has a project she doesn’t finish 
and I come home to a mess.

Cheerfulness. Now that can
be a tough one. A lot of  us get 
out of  bed on the wrong side
each morning. It is difficult to 
be cheerful when your boss
tells you you messed up a 
project or an assignment. It is
hard to be cheerful when you
are broke. This is one we will 
all have to work on. Perhaps,
when things aren’t going well, 
you think about your signifi-
cant other, your grandkids, the
vacation coming up or your

wedding day — something that
was fun and exciting that will
change your mood.

Graciousness. That shouldn’t
be too tough. The definition of  
gracious includes being courte-
ous, kind and pleasant. Most of
us were taught to be courteous 
as kids. If  you read the Bible, 
it has a lot to say about being 
kind. And being pleasant is just 
a matter of  altering your state 
of  mind when you are in a bad
mood. Wouldn’t you prefer a 
pleasant check-out person to a 
grumpy one? How many cars
can a person who has a nasty
attitude sell?

Maybe these are the five keys to happiness
COMMENTARY

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

SEE JOHN, 3B

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — August 
proved to be a slower month 
for passenger travel at Punta 
Gorda Airport.

Airport representatives re-
ported only 123,937 passengers 
flew through Punta Gorda, 
around 50,000 fewer than in 
July.

August and September are 
typically slower months at the 
airport, according to airport 
communications director 

Kaley Miller.
“August and September are 

always the months with the 
fewest passengers because 
Allegiant schedules fewer 
flights during those months,” 
Miller said, adding multiple 
factors play into the slower 
months such as hurricane 
season, students going back to 
school, heat, less demand, and 
seasonal residents living up 
north.

“Just like there are less 
people at Fishermen’s Village 
(a tourist attraction in Punta 
Gorda) in the summer, there 
are less people flying through 
the airport (PGD),” she said. 
“It’s just the seasonal nature 
of  our destination.”

August still had more people 
flying through PGD than in 
previous years.

In 2021, the airport 
didn’t even break 100,000, 
documenting only 98,296 
passengers.

For September 2021, only 
73,000 passengers were 
reported.

Miller did say that they 
expect the passenger count to 
pick up next month.

“There will be a jump in 
October and then continued 
increases in November and 
December with the holidays,” 
she said.

Last month, airport 
representatives said they have 
seen higher numbers overall 
this year than in previous 
years.

“At the end of  2022, we’re 
expecting annual passenger 
count to exceed 1.8 million — it 
will be our highest traffic year 

yet,” Miller said in August.
Last year, around 1.5 million 

passengers traveled through 
Punta Gorda Airport. Its 
highest count occurred in 2019 
with almost 1.65 million. So 

far this year, passenger traffic 
is already totaling around 
$1.38 million.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Airport passenger numbers drop
Around 50K fewer 

passengers in 

August; season 

blamed

SUN FILE PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Passengers walk onto an Allegiant flight out of Punta Gorda 
Airport.

By BOB MUDGE
SENIOR WRITER

SARASOTA — Supervisor of  Elections 
Ron Turner has a theory for why he faced no 
opposition in 2016 or 2020.

“I don’t know if  anyone’s nuts enough to
do this right now,” he said.

He also has an explanation
for why he’s “nuts enough.”

“I love what I do. It’s in my 
DNA,” he said in a recent 
Zoom presentation to Miracle
on the Key, a bipartisan 
group on Longboat Key that’s 
exploring common ground
between Democrats and 
Republicans.

There could be something to that. He was 
the supervisor in DeSoto County before 
joining the SOE office in Sarasota County 
in 2011 — the only person in the history of
the state to hold the job in more than one 
county, he said.

He’s the first man to hold the job in 
Sarasota County since, 1950, he said, and
the ninth supervisor overall, and he’s 
president-elect of  the Florida Supervisors of  
Elections statewide association.

Before coming here, he was a City Council 
member and vice mayor in Arcadia, first
elected at age 23, according to his bio on the
SOE website.

He considers his position a crucial one.
“I don’t know if  there’s a more important 

job in local government,” he said.
All he has to do is ensure that elections 

involving hundreds of  thousands of  voters
and more than 100 ballot styles run like
clockwork as many as several times a year.

Among the tasks that go into making that 
happen are processing registrations and
updates; maintaining voter rolls; preparing 
ballots; sending out sample ballots and vote-
by-mail ballots; recruiting hundreds of  poll 

Elections 

supervisor: 

‘I love  

what I do’
Jokes no one else is ‘nuts 

enough’ to do the job

SEE TURNER, 3B

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — John Munn
wants Sarasota County to rethink the 
way community members can hold 
events at the Pioneer Plaza on West
Dearborn Street.

He will present his ideas Oct.
10 to the Englewood Community 
Redevelopment Advisory Board. The 
advisory board meets at 1 p.m. at the 
Lemon Bay Park and Environmental 
Center, 570 Bay Park Blvd.,
Englewood.

With the plaza reopened and with 
its new Dignam Family Band Shell
and other amenities up and running, 

Munn believes he has a plan to 
encourage small community groups
and musicians to make better use of
the plaza.

Munn contends Sarasota County’s 
present process is too cumbersome 
and expensive to small community 
groups that do not have the where-
withal of  larger nonprofits. People
who participate in local drum circles 
or jam sessions or who may want to
do open-mike nights cannot afford to 
reserve and perform at the band shell.

Under the present process, Munn
suggested, the county’s landscaping
crews are the only ones who will grow 
more familiar with the band shell and 
other amenities than the community 
at large.

“Needed is a waiver for such local 
groups to allow them to utilize this 
community common ground that 
was paid for with tax dollars,” Munn
recommends in his presentation.

Could Pioneer Plaza  
be easier to use?

John Munn says more 

would use Englewood’s 

new venue if process 

was better

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The crowd at the Nearly Diamond Tribute to Neil Diamond showed up at the newly opened Pioneer Plaza in 
Englewood in June.

Englewood’s John Munn wants 
Sarasota County officials to 
consider making an easier process 
for groups who want to use Pioneer 
Plaza.

TURNER

SEE PLAZA, 3B
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VENICE — Hurricane Ian hadn’t affected local airports as of Monday afternoon but was expected to start 
Tuesday. 

The Venice Municipal Airport was being buttoned down Monday in anticipation of the possible arrival of 
Hurricane Ian later in the week. 

Airport Director Mark Cervasio said that vehicles have been fueled up, equipment secured and hangar 
tenants directed to drop their “cane bolts” — a rod that fits into the concrete to keep the door from lifting 
in the wind and sustaining damage. 

He said it’s up to the owners of planes not in hangars to decide whether to stay and secure them better or 
fly out to a location that appears to be safer. Many do, he said. 

Agape Flights was one of them. 

Communications Manager Abby Duncan said the relief organization’s 
main aircraft, an Embraer 110, was going to be flown to Fort Pierce, on 
the east coast, for safety. 

Other than that, Agape was taking the same precautions as other airport 
tenants — making sure that nothing could go flying that isn’t supposed 
to. 

The airport will remain open through the storm as long as the runways 
are free from debris and damage, Cervasio said. And they’re a high 
priority for being put back into service if there are problems, so relief 
supplies can be flown in and injured people flown out. He said he 
confirmed for EMS Chief Nathan McManus that the runways are 



capable of handling a V-22 Osprey, a tiltrotor military aircraft. 
 
He’s also been approached by Florida Power & Light about basing a drone at the airport that would be 
used to troubleshoot local power outages, he said. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
At SRQ 

It was business as usual at the Sarasota Bradenton International Airport on Monday, Airport Authority 
President and CEO Rick Piccolo said. 

But he expected that to change as airlines started cancelling flights in response to the storm’s progress. 

They won’t fly if the wind is over 40 knots, he said. The last flight out will probably be late Tuesday or 
early Wednesday, he said, depending on Ian’s movement. 

Nonessential personnel will be sent home after that, he said. Generators will power the facility for those 
still working. 

Piccolo said the public needs to be aware of two things when severe weather hits. 

First, they should be calling their airline, not the airport, to check on the status of their flight. And second, 
the airport isn’t a hurricane shelter. 

“If people come here looking to shelter, we’ll turn them around and send them right back out,” he said. 

At PGD 

Punta Gorda Airport has essentially the same message on its website. 

Allegiant Air, the lone carrier, already only had one flight scheduled for Tuesday and three for 
Wednesday, said Kaley Miller, director of Marketing and Communications. It will notify passengers of 
any changes or cancellations, she said. 

They’re advised to check their email for a message from Allegiant or visit its website for the status of 
their flight. 
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The website also warns the public that “PGD’s Bailey Terminal and airport facilities are not public 
hurricane shelters.” 

The airport’s website says it will remain open as long as it’s safe, with operations ceasing if sustained 
winds reach 50 mph. 

As in Venice, hangars were being secured against wind damage. 

https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/airports-still-open-monday-but-watching-ian/article_80455c3c-3d9d-11ed-b6b2-
67b72883e97c.html 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/airports-still-open-monday-but-watching-ian/article_80455c3c-3d9d-11ed-b6b2-67b72883e97c.html
https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/airports-still-open-monday-but-watching-ian/article_80455c3c-3d9d-11ed-b6b2-67b72883e97c.html


 

September 27, 2022 

 

NBC2 at 10 p.m. 

TV Script:  

Check this out, both heroine and reassuring. The calvary, if you will. Florida Power and Light is setting 
up for a rapid response after Ian, especially in Punta Gorda Airport. Thousands of trucks and crews are 
hunkered down until after the storm passes. FPL has 16,000 people ready to respond to power outages as 
soon as the hurricane passes, and you just saw from Claire that some workers are already responding there 
to the Isles of Capri neighborhood.  

  



 

September 27, 2022 

 

NBC2 at 10 p.m. 

TV Script:  

Well, this isn’t a good sign, the Waffle House is boarded up in Punta Gorda. This is a long US 41 and 
Mackenzie Street. You may know the Waffle House Index is an informal way to measure Florida's 
response to impending disasters and if restaurants are boarded up and closed like this while the index 
even FEMA pays attention to it says it's probably going to be a bad storm. ABC7 Chief Meteorologist 
John Patrick is explaining how this index is actually used. I actually dug this up from when Hurricane 
Irma hit back in 2017 because that's when I learned about this Waffle House Index and it actually is a 
thing. So, here's how it works. If the Waffle House is on, its operating normally, that means everything is 
a okay. If they're offering the full menu, the lights are on, the water's going, the gas is fine, no problems 
there. So, they don't need to send people in to fix utilities and the like. So, if there's limited menu, for 
example, if they're serving only cold foods only or maybe they don't have beverages or something like 
that. The menu is limited. That means that they have some issues they may need to send crews in for that. 
But it's not an emergency. But if the Waffle House is totally closed that means at the Waffle House either 
has no power or the gases out or all the utilities around and they need to send crews into that area 
immediately. And this is actually a thing. Laura Kunkler, who is the president of Montclair 
Communications that owns ABC7, she actually at the Punta Gorda Airport she sent me these pictures 
earlier this evening in an email. There it is. It's the actual Waffle House Response Team and there are 
three guys back in 2017 that she met and ran into part of the Waffle House Response Team sending 
resources into Southwest Florida based on that Waffle House Index, so it's actually a thing. 



Local News

By BOB MUDGE
SENIOR WRITER

Hurricane Ian hadn’t affected 
local airports as of  Monday 
afternoon but was expected to 
start Tuesday.

The Venice Municipal 
Airport was being buttoned 
down Monday in anticipation 
of  the possible arrival of  
Hurricane Ian later in the 
week.

Airport Director Mark 
Cervasio said that vehicles 
have been fueled up, equipment 
secured and hangar tenants 
directed to drop their “cane 
bolts” — a rod that fits into 
the concrete to keep the door 
from lifting in the wind and 
sustaining damage.

He said it’s up to the owners 
of  planes not in hangars to 
decide whether to stay and 
secure them better or fly out 
to a location that appears to be 
safer. Many do, he said.

Agape Flights was one 
of  them. Communications 
Manager Abby Duncan said 
the relief  organization’s main 

aircraft, an Embraer 110, was 
going to be flown to Fort Pierce, 
on the east coast, for safety.

Other than that, Agape was 
taking the same precautions as 
other airport tenants — making 
sure that nothing could go 
flying that isn’t supposed to.

The airport will remain open 
through the storm as long as 
the runways are free from 
debris and damage, Cervasio 
said. And they’re a high 
priority for being put back into 
service if  there are problems, 
so relief  supplies can be flown 
in and injured people flown 
out.

He said he confirmed for 

EMS Chief  Nathan McManus 
that the runways are capable 
of  handling a V-22 Osprey, a 
tiltrotor military aircraft.

He’s also been approached 
by Florida Power & Light 
about basing a drone at the 
airport that would be used 
to troubleshoot local power 
outages, he said.

AT SRQ
It was business as usual 

at the Sarasota Bradenton 
International Airport Monday, 
Airport Authority President 
and CEO Rick Piccolo said.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM 

 Airports take precautions as Ian approaches
High winds would 

trigger closures 

until storm passes

Contacts
The Venice Municipal Airport 

page on the city website is at 

bit.ly/3RiBB6m.

The Sarasota Bradenton 

International Airport website 

is FlySRQ.com.

The Punta Gorda Airport 

website is FlyPGD.com.

For information about 

Allegiant Air flights, visit 

AllegiantAir.com; call 

702-505-8888; or email

hurricane.help@allegiantair.

com.SEE AIRPORTS, 3B

PAGE 1B
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Sarasota County will 
also be distributing sand-
bags to local residents 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
three locations:

• Ed Smith Stadium:
2700 12th Street

• Twin Lakes Park: 6700
Clark Road

• South County Fleet:
4571 State Road 776 (Enter 
through 4000 South 
Tamiami Trail and follow 
the signs; no access from 
Jacaranda Boulevard)

There is a limit of  10 
bags per vehicle; sand-
bags and shovels will be 

provided.
Sarasota County also 

notes on its website that 
removing sand from 
county-owned public 
beaches is prohibited by 
the county code.

More information will be 
added to this story as it 
develops.

SURGE
FROM PAGE 1B

But he expected that to 
change as airlines started 
cancelling flights in response to 
the storm’s progress.

They won’t fly if  the wind is 
over 40 knots, he said. The last 
flight out will probably be late 
Tuesday or early Wednesday, 

he said, depending on Ian’s 
movement.

Nonessential personnel will 
be sent home after that, he 
said. Generators will power the 
facility for those still working.

Piccolo said the public needs 
to be aware of  two things when 
severe weather hits.

First, they should be calling 
their airline, not the airport, 
to check on the status of  their 

flight. And second, the airport 
isn’t a hurricane shelter.

“If  people come here looking 
to shelter, we’ll turn them 
around and send them right 
back out,” he said.

AT PGD
Punta Gorda Airport has 

essentially the same message 
on its website.

Allegiant Air, the lone 

carrier, already only had 
one flight scheduled for 
Tuesday and three for 
Wednesday, said Kaley Miller, 
director of  Marketing and 
Communications. It will notify 
passengers of  any changes or 
cancellations, she said.

They’re advised to check 
their email for a message from 
Allegiant or visit its website for 
the status of  their flight.

The website also warns the 
public that “PGD’s Bailey 
Terminal and airport facilities 
are not public hurricane 
shelters.”

The airport’s website says it 
will remain open as long as it’s 
safe, with operations ceasing if  
sustained winds reach 50 mph.

As in Venice, hangars were 
being secured against wind 
damage.

AIRPORTS
FROM PAGE 1B

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners  

to Consider a Petition to Establish the 
Th e Cove at Rotonda Community Development District 

DATE:  Tuesday, October 25, 2022

TIME:   9:00 a.m.  

LOCATION: Murdock Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle
Commission Chambers, Room #119
Port Charlotte, Florida 33948 

In compliance with the provisions of Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, a public hearing will be held by the Charlotte 

County Board of County Commissioners to consider an ordinance to grant a petition to establish the Th e Cove at 

Rotonda Community Development District (“District”). Th e proposed Community Development District is comprised 

of approximately 88.08 acres, located south of McCall Road, west of Kevitt Boulevard, north Marathon Boulevard and 

east of David Boulevard. Th e petitioner has proposed to establish the District to plan, fi nance, acquire, construct, 

operate and maintain infrastructure and community facilities which may be authorized by such district under Florida 

law, including but not limited to, stormwater management system, roadways, water and wastewater systems, irrigation, 

landscape, hardscape, undergrounding of conduit, conservation and other infrastructure.

Copies of the petition and the proposed ordinance are open to public inspection at the offi  ce of the Clerk of the Board 

of County Commissioners at the Murdock Administration Center, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte, Florida 33948. 

All interested persons and aff ected units of general-purpose government shall be given an opportunity to appear at 

the hearing and present oral or written comments on the petition.  Any persons or aff ected unit of general-purpose local 

government, who wish to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at this public 

hearing will need a record of the proceedings.  For that purpose the person or unit of general-purpose local government 

may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made that includes the testimony and evidence upon 

which the appeal is to be based.

NOTICE TO PERSONS NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS AND TO ALL HEARING IMPAIRED PERSONS:  

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to 

participate in the proceedings should contact the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners at (941) 764-4191 

not less than forty-eight (48) hours before a hearing or meeting in order to make arrangements. 

PUBLISH: SEPTEMBER 27, OCTOBER 4, OCTOBER 11 AND OCTOBER 18 adno=3864413-1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners

to Consider a Petition to Establish the
Coral Lakes Community Development District 

DATE:  Tuesday, October 25, 2022

TIME: 2:00 p.m.

LOCATION:  Murdock Administration Center
18500 Murdock Circle
Commission Chambers, Room #119
Port Charlotte, Florida 33948

In compliance with the provisions of Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, a public hearing will be held by the Charlotte County Board of 
County Commissioners on the 25th day of October, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. at the Charlotte County Administration Center, to consider an 
ordinance to grant a petition to establish the Coral Lakes Community Development District. Th e proposed Community Development 
District is comprised of approximately 306.51 acres, located south of Notre Dame Boulevard, west of Tamiami Trail, north of the county 
line and east of Burnt Store Road. Th e petitioner has proposed to establish the Coral Lakes Community Development District to plan, 
fi nance, acquire, construct, operate and maintain infrastructure and community facilities which may be authorized by such district 
under Florida law, including but not limited to, stormwater management system, roadways, water and wastewater systems, irrigation, 
landscape, hardscape and other infrastructure.

Copies of the petition and the proposed ordinance are open to public inspection at the offi  ce of the Clerk of the Board of County 
Commissioners at the Murdock Administration Center, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte, Florida 33948.

All interested persons and aff ected units of general-purpose government shall be given an opportunity to appear at the hearing and 
present oral or written comments on the petition.  Any persons or aff ected unit of general-purpose local government, who wish to appeal 
any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at this public hearing will need a record of the proceedings. For 
that purpose, the person or unit of general-purpose local government may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made that includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
NOTICE TO PERSONS NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS AND TO ALL HEARING IMPAIRED PERSONS: In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to participate in the proceedings should 
contact the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners at (941) 764-4191 not less than forty-eight (48) hours before a hearing or 
meeting in order to make arrangements.

PUBLISH: September 27, October 4th, 11th and 18th adno=3862157-1

ARE YOU READY FOR SOME PRO FOOTBALL? 
Presented by

Join the End Zone Sports Grille’s 
Professional Football Bracket Challenge

HOW DO I PLAY?  Go to 
YourSun.com and

CLICK on CONTESTS, 
select the Pro Pick ‘Em 

banner and register to play.
 One skilled Pick ‘Em player will WIN the National Grand Prize – round trip airfare 

for two to Hawaii, and seven nights accommodations - That’s a $5,000 Value! 

Each week of the regular season and playoff s the local player with the best record 
will receive a $25 gift card from The End Zone Sports Grille in Englewood. 

Pick your winning teams each week 
before kickoff  to stay in the game.
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Major airports across the region are closing as Hurricane Ian barrels down on the Florida coast. Punta 
Gorda Airport still has flights scheduled to take off Wednesday, although most have been canceled. Only 
1 of 15 flights was on schedule, according to Allegiant. The other 14 flights have already been canceled 
for Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
"Punta Gorda Airport and its runways and its runways will remain open as long as conditions are safe," it 
stated. "However, if winds are sustained at more than 45 mph, aircraft operations and tower operations 
will cease, and we continue to follow recommendations from Charlotte County Emergency 
Management." 
 
Tampa International Airport suspended commercial flights and operations at 5 p.m. Tuesday. The last 
flight was Delta route to Atlanta, according to TPA officials. Airport officials said there will continue to 
some military and cargo flights at Tampa airport. The airport’s terminal buildings and parking garages are 
also closed. TPA will have a group of employees, dubbed “storm riders,” who will remain at the airport 
during the hurricane, to respond to damage and emergencies  
 
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport also closed to commercial flights on Tuesday. The airport 
terminal will be closed until the mandatory evacuation order is lifted for low-lying areas (Zone A) of 
Pinellas County, according to airport officials. With Hurricane Ian’s track is now focused on areas near 
Sarasota and Fort Myers, the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport will close to commercial and other 
flights starting at 8 p.m. Tuesday. Airport officials stressed that terminal buildings will be closed and 
locked and are not shelters. Orlando International Airport will cease flight operations on Wednesday with 
the big storm expected to cut across the state with high winds and heavy rain. 

https://www.yoursun.com/arcadia/news/airports-closing-as-hurricane-ian-nears-florida/article_511dd1c2-3eac-11ed-b7e8-9f5a0dbefba3.html 
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Widespread evacuation orders be-
gan Tuesday and shelters opened in
Southwest Florida as Hurricane Ian
moved harrowingly close to the region

and warnings were issued.
With potential storm surge of up to

12 feet, many of those being told to go
further inland live on barrier islands
and coastal areas Lee County desig-
nates as Zone A, including Fort Myers
Beach, Sanibel, Matlacha and Bonita
Beach.

Also part of this: Mobile home and
manufactured homes residents and
Zone B, which includes those residing
in low-lying areas or near waterways,
such as the Caloosahatchee River,
Whiskey Creek and the Estero River.

SWFL scrambles to prepare,
evacuate as path grows near
Phil Fernandez
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See SWFL, Page 6A

HURRICANE IAN



+

“Many people in the Southwest Flori-
da area, your best bet is going to be
evacuate across the state,” Florida
Emergency Management Director Kevin
Guthrie said Tuesday. “Just go straight
across the state to Broward, Miami-
Dade, Palm Beach.”

In Collier County, Marco Island and
other coastal locations were among
those under a voluntary evacuation by
early Tuesday afternoon.

“If you’re in a very low spot, if your
flood elevation, your elevation of your
floor or your home is really low, then you
might think about getting out,” Marco
City Manager Michael McNees said.
“The storm’s going north so the east is
probably a good evacuation route (the)
sooner the better. The longer you wait,
the more people will be out there, espe-
cially if conditions turn south, they get
worse. Sooner is always better.”

Cape Coral Mayor John Gunter said if
a long distance wasn’t feasible, folks
didn’t have to go that far.

“I advise our residents who are going
to shelter to please find a friend or a rela-
tive or hotel outside of the evacuation
zones (or) one of our local shelters,”
Gunter said. “This is a very serious
storm.”

The 7,000-seat Hertz Arena was
among the venues that had opened.

“It was a mandatory evacuation, and
our house floods with even a thunder-
storm,” said Cape Coral resident Jacki
Reed, among the arrivals with her
daughter, Hailee.

No matter where you go on the Penin-
sula, expect the potential to be without
electricity statewide, Guthrie said.

“Monitoring the forecast, we con-
tinue to see uncertainty,” Cape Coral
Fire Chief Ryan Lamb said. “As we con-
tinue to see a change in the track and it
shifts a little further to the south, it puts
a greater emphasis on our preparedness
and our actions. (It) is a big deal.”

A dangerous storm surge could occur
even without a direct smack by Ian,
Lamb said.

“We are prepared. We train for this
each and every year,” Gunter said.
“We’ve been through this before, and
like we have in the past, we will get
through it again.”

For a region that has endured some of
the most horrendous hurricanes of the
century, like 2004’s Charley, 2005’s

Wilma and 2017’s Irma, Category 4 Ian is
getting way too close for comfort.

The hurricane warning issued for
most of Southwest Florida meant wind
speeds of at least 74 mph were possible
as Ian comes within an eyelash of strik-
ing locally, based on the latest forecasts
Tuesday. With an expected arrival of
late Wednesday or early Thursday,
somewhere in Tampa Bay region ap-
peared to be a main target.

But that’s what officials thought in
August 2004, when Category 4 Charley
appeared destined for a similar path
and then made a sudden right turn and
slammed into Southwest Florida. Its 150
mph winds at the time set the continen-
tal U.S. record for the highest at landfall
since 1992, and in the top 5 in history.

In crowded store aisles and by gas
pumps, around the kitchen table, on so-
cial media and at government gather-
ings, leaders and residents couldn’t help
thinking it might happen again.

“Charley wasn’t hitting us and all of
the sudden it turned in and hit us,” said
Ashlynn Trombley, a longtime Estero
resident. “You just never know.”

A trajectory change certainly can
take place, Sanibel City Manager Dana
Souza said.

“While I want to be optimistic the
storm will track well to the west of Sani-
bel, residents who lived on the island
during Hurricane Charley know all too
well how quickly a hurricane can
change course, defying all the predic-
tions and forecasts,” Souza said.

The Sanibel and Captiva islands ex-
perienced a 7-foot storm surge, and suf-

fered severe damage during Charley.
That can be made worse, depending on
high tide, which can reach nearly 3 feet
above sea level at the Sanibel Light-
house.

“Charley came in just like this storm,”
Cape Coral resident Karen Servis said.
“There will be a potential for a lot of
flooding.”

That was on the mind of Extend and
Mend hair salon founder Christa Mitch-
ell, who grew up in Cape Coral and
boarded up windows on her property
this week as part of preparing.

“We don’t want to risk anything,”
Mitchell said. “I think we haven’t really
seen a decent one since Charley, and a
lot of people who live here now didn’t
experience that.”

Since then, about a half-million in-
habitants have come to Collier, Lee and
Charlotte counties. Almost 150,000
have rolled in since 2017.

That’s when Irma, another Category
4 like Ian, hammered the region on its
way to creating $60 billion in damage,
sixth worst in American history, accord-
ing to NOAA. Irma had been more pow-
erful earlier that September becoming
as the first Category 5 hurricane to strike
the Leeward Islands on record.

And before thrashing Southwest
Florida in October 2005, Wilma reached
185 mph winds and shattered a pair of
records, the lowest central pressure in
an Atlantic basin storm, and biggest
drop in 12 hours with 88 mb, wiping out
the old 48 mb mark.

More than 16,000 Collier dwellings
and businesses suffered damage from

Wilma.
No matter how near Ian gets, rainfall

was in play, as outer bands already were
dousing the region, which was under a
tornado watch. Based on Tuesday’s ear-
lier modeling, up to a foot of rain was
possible by the time Ian completes its
trek, and in localized Lee spots, could
reach 24 inches. Charlotte could hit 30
inches.

“The very, very slow moving nature
of this storm where it has the potential
to just sit there and rain, given how low
we are here on Marco Island, we think
it’s important that as people are evalu-
ating their particular circumstances
that they think hard enough about evac-
uation,” Marco’s McNees said. “We’re
telling them look closely at your situa-
tion, and consider whether that’s the
best option for you.”

Sandbags were going quickly, and by
4 p.m. Monday, the Bonita Springs Fire
Control and Rescue District reported
that it was out of sand.

Schools remain closed Wednesday
and Thursday. Shutting down as well on
Tuesday and Wednesday were most of-
fices for local governments, many of
which have declared a state of emergen-
cy ahead of Ian’s potential threat.

The declaration helps in responding
to issues more quickly, such as procure-
ment processes, receiving recovery
funds and making decisions that can be
later officially ratified, officials said.

Even with office closings, govern-
ment workers were out in force. For ex-
ample, Cape Coral’s 800 employees are
going to be active, and the fire and police
departments are double staffed, Lamb
said.

He added that once winds reach and
sustain 45 miles per hour, police and fire
service will stop until winds again drop
below that. 

Flight cancellations, mostly Allegiant
Air, were occurring at Punta Gorda Air-
port while Southwest Florida Interna-
tional Airport by early Tuesday after-
noon was continuing regular operations
with a sprinkling of delays and cancella-
tions.

Lee and Collier residents can monitor
local governments through https://
www.leegov.com/hurricane/storm and
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov.

Columnist Phil Fernandez (pfernan-
dez@gannett.com) with contributions
from Mark H. Bickel, Dan DeLuca, Chad
Gillis, Luis Zambrano, Tomas Rodri-
guez, John Kennedy, Kate Cimini, Dan
Glaun and others. Support Democracy
and subscribe to a newspaper.
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SWFL
Continued from Page 1A

People fill sandbags at Fort Myers Beach Town Hall on Tuesday as they prepare
for the arrival of Hurricane Ian. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS
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FGCU men’s basketball

Pat Chambers era begins as team
holds its first official practice of
the 2022-23 season. 1B

A spark for change: States receive final
OK to start building highway charging
network for electric vehicles. 21A

OCTOBER 2 |  CAR SHOW – 11 A.M. TO 2 P.M. near WINK PLAYLAND

MIROMAR    OUTLETS ®
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FEATURED VEHICLE:

1987 EL CAMINO CHOO CHOO

Eighteen years ago, Kevin Doyle rode
out Hurricane Charley in his Punta Gor-
da pub and watched as Category 4
winds blew away the roof above his
head.

“It was harrowing,” Doyle said. “It
was terrifying.”

The Aug. 13, 2004, storm destroyed
half of Celtic Ray Public House. And the
rest of Punta Gorda didn’t fare any bet-
ter, taking a direct hit and suffering the
worst damage in Southwest Florida.

Doyle remembers walking around 

Cranes were still in place Monday at the Sunseeker Resort in Port Charlotte. As Hurricane Ian tracks closer to Punta Gorda, residents recall taking a devastating hit
from Hurricane Charley in 2004. The city suffered the worst damage from the storm in Southwest Florida. PHOTOS BY ANDREA MELENDEZ/THE NEWS-PRESS 

Rebuilt Punta Gorda braces

‘Harrowing’ 2004
ordeal recalled
Charles Runnells
Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

INSIDE
Storm
doesn’t stop
Collier
County
beachgoers 
from fun. 3A

Sanibel
shops start
prep ahead
of Hurricane
Ian. 3A

FPL says Ian
may cause
“widespread
outages”
throughout
state. 3A

Chef Travis Winesett, sous chef Stephan Breton and Brian, an
employee, put up plywood on the windows of Hemingway’s in
downtown Punta Gorda. The restaurant was closed Monday, so
it was a good time to prepare. The men were all here for
Charley and had a “let’s hope this is all for nothing” attitude as
Ian nears. Punta Gorda is considered to be in much better
shape than it was in 2004. Much of the city was rebuilt to
stricter standards designed to withstand hurricane-force
winds.See PUNTA GORDA, Page 8A

Widespread evacuation orders be-
gan Tuesday and shelters opened in
Southwest Florida as Hurricane Ian
moved harrowingly close to the region

and warnings were issued.
With potential storm surge of up to

12 feet, many of those being told to go
further inland live on barrier islands
and coastal areas Lee County desig-
nates as Zone A, including Fort Myers
Beach, Sanibel, Matlacha and Bonita
Beach.

Also part of this: Mobile home and
manufactured homes residents and
Zone B, which includes those residing
in low-lying areas or near waterways,
such as the Caloosahatchee River,
Whiskey Creek and the Estero River.

SWFL scrambles to prepare,
evacuate as path grows near
Phil Fernandez
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See SWFL, Page 6A

TALLAHASSEE – The Sarasota
County city of Venice is expected to be
landfall for Hurricane Ian, coming
ashore Wednesday as a powerful Cate-
gory 3 storm packing winds up to 125
mph, Florida Emergency Management
Director Kevin Guthrie said Tuesday.

The hurricane’s steady shift east-
ward has put Venice in the storm’s 

Hurricane Ian’s
shift eastward
puts Venice in
the crosshairs
John Kennedy
Capital Bureau | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See VENICE, Page 9A



6A | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2022 | THE NEWS-PRESS +

NP-GCI0905311-07

canterfieldoffortmyers.com
( ) -

Luxury you can Afford!

Senior Living Communities

Concierge Service • Weekly Housekeeping • Chef Inspired Meals

VILLA HOMES
NOW AVAILABLE

Month to Month Rental

Canterfield of Fort Myers

Scheduled Transportation • 24 Hour Caregivers

Medication Management

MOVE IN SPECIALS

18301 Trifecta Lane, Ft Myers, FL 33967

NP-GCI0741938-01

An Independent & Assisted Living Community
ALF lic# 13524

“Many people in the Southwest Flori-
da area, your best bet is going to be
evacuate across the state,” Florida
Emergency Management Director Kevin
Guthrie said Tuesday. “Just go straight
across the state to Broward, Miami-
Dade, Palm Beach.”

In Collier County, Marco Island and
other coastal locations were among
those under a voluntary evacuation by
early Tuesday afternoon.

“If you’re in a very low spot, if your
flood elevation, your elevation of your
floor or your home is really low, then you
might think about getting out,” Marco
City Manager Michael McNees said.
“The storm’s going north so the east is
probably a good evacuation route (the)
sooner the better. The longer you wait,
the more people will be out there, espe-
cially if conditions turn south, they get
worse. Sooner is always better.”

Cape Coral Mayor John Gunter said if
a long distance wasn’t feasible, folks
didn’t have to go that far.

“I advise our residents who are going
to shelter to please find a friend or a rela-
tive or hotel outside of the evacuation
zones (or) one of our local shelters,”
Gunter said. “This is a very serious
storm.”

The 7,000-seat Hertz Arena was
among the venues that had opened.

“It was a mandatory evacuation, and
our house floods with even a thunder-
storm,” said Cape Coral resident Jacki
Reed, among the arrivals with her
daughter, Hailee.

No matter where you go on the Penin-
sula, expect the potential to be without
electricity statewide, Guthrie said.

“Monitoring the forecast, we con-
tinue to see uncertainty,” Cape Coral
Fire Chief Ryan Lamb said. “As we con-
tinue to see a change in the track and it
shifts a little further to the south, it puts
a greater emphasis on our preparedness
and our actions. (It) is a big deal.”

A dangerous storm surge could occur
even without a direct smack by Ian,
Lamb said.

“We are prepared. We train for this
each and every year,” Gunter said.
“We’ve been through this before, and
like we have in the past, we will get
through it again.”

For a region that has endured some of
the most horrendous hurricanes of the

century, like 2004’s Charley, 2005’s
Wilma and 2017’s Irma, Category 4 Ian is
getting way too close for comfort.

The hurricane warning issued for
most of Southwest Florida meant wind
speeds of at least 74 mph were possible
as Ian comes within an eyelash of strik-
ing locally, based on the latest forecasts
Tuesday. With an expected arrival of
late Wednesday or early Thursday,
somewhere in Tampa Bay region ap-
peared to be a main target.

But that’s what officials thought in
August 2004, when Category 4 Charley
appeared destined for a similar path
and then made a sudden right turn and
slammed into Southwest Florida. Its 150
mph winds at the time set the continen-
tal U.S. record for the highest at landfall
since 1992, and in the top 5 in history.

In crowded store aisles and by gas
pumps, around the kitchen table, on so-
cial media and at government gather-
ings, leaders and residents couldn’t help
thinking it might happen again.

“Charley wasn’t hitting us and all of
the sudden it turned in and hit us,” said
Ashlynn Trombley, a longtime Estero
resident. “You just never know.”

A trajectory change certainly can
take place, Sanibel City Manager Dana
Souza said.

“While I want to be optimistic the
storm will track well to the west of Sani-
bel, residents who lived on the island
during Hurricane Charley know all too
well how quickly a hurricane can
change course, defying all the predic-
tions and forecasts,” Souza said.

The Sanibel and Captiva islands ex-
perienced a 7-foot storm surge, and suf-

fered severe damage during Charley.
That can be made worse, depending on
high tide, which can reach nearly 3 feet
above sea level at the Sanibel Light-
house.

“Charley came in just like this storm,”
Cape Coral resident Karen Servis said.
“There will be a potential for a lot of
flooding.”

That was on the mind of Extend and
Mend hair salon founder Christa Mitch-
ell, who grew up in Cape Coral and
boarded up windows on her property
this week as part of preparing.

“We don’t want to risk anything,”
Mitchell said. “I think we haven’t really
seen a decent one since Charley, and a
lot of people who live here now didn’t
experience that.”

Since then, about a half-million in-
habitants have come to Collier, Lee and
Charlotte counties. Almost 150,000
have rolled in since 2017.

That’s when Irma, another Category
4 like Ian, hammered the region on its
way to creating $60 billion in damage,
sixth worst in American history, accord-
ing to NOAA. Irma had been more pow-
erful earlier that September becoming
as the first Category 5 hurricane to strike
the Leeward Islands on record.

And before thrashing Southwest
Florida in October 2005, Wilma reached
185 mph winds and shattered a pair of
records, the lowest central pressure in
an Atlantic basin storm, and biggest
drop in 12 hours with 88 mb, wiping out
the old 48 mb mark.

More than 16,000 Collier dwellings
and businesses suffered damage from
Wilma.

No matter how near Ian gets, rainfall
was in play, as outer bands already were
dousing the region, which was under a
tornado watch. Based on Tuesday’s ear-
lier modeling, up to a foot of rain was
possible by the time Ian completes its
trek, and in localized Lee spots, could
reach 24 inches. Charlotte could hit 30
inches.

“The very, very slow moving nature
of this storm where it has the potential
to just sit there and rain, given how low
we are here on Marco Island, we think
it’s important that as people are evalu-
ating their particular circumstances
that they think hard enough about evac-
uation,” Marco’s McNees said. “We’re
telling them look closely at your situa-
tion, and consider whether that’s the
best option for you.”

Sandbags were going quickly, and by
4 p.m. Monday, the Bonita Springs Fire
Control and Rescue District reported
that it was out of sand.

Schools remain closed Wednesday
and Thursday. Shutting down as well on
Tuesday and Wednesday were most of-
fices for local governments, many of
which have declared a state of emergen-
cy ahead of Ian’s potential threat.

The declaration helps in responding
to issues more quickly, such as procure-
ment processes, receiving recovery
funds and making decisions that can be
later officially ratified, officials said.

Even with office closings, govern-
ment workers were out in force. For ex-
ample, Cape Coral’s 800 employees are
going to be active, and the fire and police
departments are double staffed, Lamb
said.

He added that once winds reach and
sustain 45 miles per hour, police and fire
service will stop until winds again drop
below that. 

Flight cancellations, mostly Allegiant
Air, were occurring at Punta Gorda Air-
port while Southwest Florida Interna-
tional Airport by early Tuesday after-
noon was continuing regular operations
with a sprinkling of delays and cancella-
tions.

Lee and Collier residents can monitor
local governments through https://
www.leegov.com/hurricane/storm and
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov.

Columnist Phil Fernandez (pfernan-
dez@gannett.com) with contributions
from Mark H. Bickel, Dan DeLuca, Chad
Gillis, Luis Zambrano, Tomas Rodri-
guez, John Kennedy, Kate Cimini, Dan
Glaun and others. Support Democracy
and subscribe to a newspaper.

SWFL
Continued from Page 1A

People fill sandbags at Fort Myers Beach Town Hall on Tuesday as they prepare
for the arrival of Hurricane Ian. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS
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Residents began feeling the powerful effects of Hurricane Ian on Wednesday as the historic Category 4 
monster roared onto Southwest Florida's shores. 

“It’s going to be a very dangerous storm, and people in Southwest Florida will remember this one for a 
long time,” said Rick Davis, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Ruskin. “This is a 
serious situation, and everyone needs to take it that way.” 

Thousands were without power Wednesday, with more challenges ahead. 

Davis said the massive Ian, which had hit 155 mph winds by Wednesday morning, will likely have more 
impacts than Charley (2004), Wilma (2005) and Irma (2017). 

That's saying a lot: 

• Category 4 Irma hammered the region in 2017 on its way to creating $60 billion in damage, sixth
worst in American history, according to NOAA. Irma had been more powerful earlier that
September, becoming the first Category 5 hurricane to strike the Leeward Islands on record.

• Before thrashing Southwest Florida in October 2005, Wilma reached 185 mph winds and
shattered a pair of records, the lowest central pressure in an Atlantic basin storm, and biggest drop
in 12 hours with 88 millibars, wiping out the old 48 millibars mark. More than 16,000 Collier
dwellings and businesses suffered damage from Wilma.

https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/09/28/hurricane-ian-updates-naples-florida-under-hurricane-warning/10442159002/
https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/09/27/lee-county-fort-myers-florida-power-outage-map-hurricane-ian/10442937002/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/archive/2017/10/24/southwest-florida-still-recovering-hurricane-wilmas-wrath/793846001/
https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2017/10/05/hurricane-irma-timeline-told-stories-photos-videos-before-during-and-after-big-storm-hit/731351001/


• Charley's 150 mph winds at the time in August 2004 set the continental U.S. record for the
highest at landfall since 1992, and in the top 5 in history. It left $16 billion in damage along its
trail.

By comparison, Ian's eye was 40 to 50 miles wide Tuesday versus Charley's 10 miles, reflecting the 
possibility of intense damage. On Wednesday morning, it had shrunk to about 30 miles, indicating more 
strengthening as it tightens. 

Thousands were in shelters Wednesday after Tuesday's widespread evacuation orders. 

"It’s not safe,” said James Williams, 75, after being evacuated from his Bonita Springs mobile home to 
Estero Recreation Center. 

Williams arrived with a cart of two soggy trash bags of clothes and blankets after previously losing all his 
belongings to Hurricane Irma at a different mobile home: “They put everything in a dumpster.” 

With potential storm surge of up to 12 feet, many 
of those being told initially to go farther inland live 
on barrier islands and coastal areas Lee County 
designates as Zone A including Fort Myers Beach, 
Sanibel, Matlacha and Bonita Beach. 

Also part of this in Lee: Mobile home and 
manufactured homes residents and Zone B, which 
includes those residing in low-lying areas or near 
waterways, such as the Caloosahatchee 
River, Whiskey Creek and the Estero River. Added 
late Tuesday were Zone C sections in North Fort 
Myers and North Cape Coral west of Interstate 75. 

In Collier County, Marco Island and other coastal locations west of U.S. 41 known as Zone A were 
among those under a voluntary evacuation earlier Tuesday, but by the end of the afternoon, they had been 
upgraded to mandatory and Collier opened its shelters at 5 p.m. 

Leaders said that if you hadn't left by Tuesday night, they strongly urged residents to shelter in place and 
take precautions. 

Lee's 7,000-seat Hertz Arena is the biggest of its 14 shelters. 

"I feel pretty calm," said Hertz evacuee Christopher Conteras, a Bonita Springs resident for only four 
months and in his first hurricane. "It seems like a very good shelter."  

Since Charley, about a half-million inhabitants like Conteras, have moved to Collier, Lee and Charlotte 
counties. Almost 150,000 have rolled in since 2017, when Irma struck. 

A dangerous storm surge was expected for even those not receiving a direct smack by Ian, officials said. 

“With storm surge, especially on our coast, if you were to take a storm and have the strongest storms on 
the east side, it pushes the water onto land and it has nowhere to go," Davis said. "As the storm is 
spinning, it spins counterclockwise and the momentum is greatest on the east side of the storm." 

https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/09/27/collier-county-florida-hurricane-ian-emergency-shelter-open-locations/10438859002/


With Irma, the Sanibel and Captiva islands experienced a 7-foot storm surge. That can be made worse, 
depending on high tide, which can reach nearly 3 feet above sea level at the Sanibel Lighthouse. 

Upcoming high tides at various Southwest Florida sites were slated for Wednesday afternoon, about when 
Ian was making its move onto the shore. 

"If it coincides with a high tide, you have the highest possible surge," said Rodney Wynn, National 
Weather Service meteorologist in Ruskin 

The hurricane warning issued for Southwest 
Florida meant wind speeds of at least 74 mph were possible, 
and even stronger, depending on where Ian makes its 
approach.Wind gusts by later Wednesday had the potential to 
reach in the triple digits north of Sanibel. 

With the change in track, rainfall amounts were not expected 
to be as high as initially predicted. About 7 inches was 
expected to be the worst of it in Lee and Collier counties, 
which were under a tornado watch. 

Schools remain closed Thursday, and Florida Gulf Coast University through Friday. Southwest Florida 
businesses began locking up Tuesday including Publix at 6 p.m. and plans to reopen Friday. Aldi and 
Target, also closed, were going to attempt to open at least a few stores by Thursday afternoon, depending 
on conditions. 

Shut down as well on Wednesday were most offices for local governments, many of which have 
declared a state of emergency ahead of Ian's potential threat, with one of the latest being the Village of 
Estero on Tuesday morning. The declaration helps in responding to issues more quickly, such as 
procurement processes, receiving recovery funds and making decisions that can be later officially ratified, 
officials said. 

Punta Gorda Airport, Naples Airport and Southwest Florida International were closed Wednesday, with 
officials from the latter hopeful they could resume at least some flights Thursday. Postal delivery in the 
region also has been halted until further notice, and all high school football games this week in Collier 
and Lee have been cancelled. Lee and Collier residents can monitor local governments through 
https://www.leegov.com/hurricane/storm and https://www.colliercountyfl.gov 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/09/28/hurricane-ian-brings-wind-rain-flooding-southwest-florida-
wednesday/10449796002/

https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricane/2022/09/27/hurricane-ian-where-postal-service-suspended-florida-naples-fort-myers-sarasota-tampa-bradenton/10445769002/
https://www.leegov.com/hurricane/storm
https://www.leegov.com/hurricane/storm
https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/09/28/hurricane-ian-brings-wind-rain-flooding-southwest-florida-wednesday/10449796002/
https://www.news-press.com/story/weather/hurricanes/2022/09/28/hurricane-ian-brings-wind-rain-flooding-southwest-florida-wednesday/10449796002/
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September 28, 2022 

 

NBC2 at 6 a.m. 

TV Script:  

Check this out, both heroine and reassuring. The calvary, if you will. Florida Power and Light is setting 
up for a rapid response after Ian, especially in Punta Gorda Airport. Thousands of trucks and crews are 
hunkered down until after the storm passes. FPL has 16,000 people ready to respond to power outages as 
soon as the hurricane passes, and you just saw from Claire that some workers are already responding there 
to the Isles of Capri neighborhood.  

 

NBC2 at Noon 

TV Script:  

Oh, look at this video. These guys are going to be our best friends in about 24 hours. FPL is setting up for 
a rapid response after Ian. This is view of all the trucks stationed at the Punta Gorda Airport. They have 
16,000 people, not just at the airport but kind of spread out ready to respond to power outages as soon as 
the hurricane passes.  
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Despite how misleading the first high
school ratings may be, we have three
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EU suspects pipeline sabotage

Retaliation warned for any energy
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conduits were damaged. 4A

XEJDHH-10050z
Volume 99th | No. 66
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 800-404-7343
©2022 $3.49

We are where you want to be ®

• 700-Acre Lake • 3 Miles of White-Sand Beach • Beach Clubhouse • 10,000-Sq.-Ft. Zero-Edge Infinity Pool • Boating • Water Skiing • Wakeboarding • Kayaking • Paddleboarding • Fishing • 2 Marinas • Tennis •
• Pickleball • Bocce • Wellness Spa • Fitness Center • Botanical Park • Concierge Services • Signature Championship Golf • 3 Restaurants • Dynamic Social Scene  …All in one Luxurious Location

09
29

22
-1
16

5

THE #1 COMMUNITY IN THE USA!
New Waterfront Homes and Golf Estate Villas

from $2 million to over $10 million  

MiromarLakes.com  ~  239.425.2340

Residents began feeling the powerful effects of Hur-
ricane Ian on Wednesday as the historic Category 4
monster roared onto Southwest Florida’s shores.

“It’s going to be a very dangerous storm, and people
in Southwest Florida will remember this one for a long
time,” said Rick Davis, a meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service in Ruskin. “This is a serious sit-
uation, and everyone needs to take it that way.”

Thousands were without power Wednesday, with
more challenges ahead.

HURRICANE IAN

SWFL SLAMMED

A cyclist braves the weather in Fort Myers Beach as Hurricane Ian approached Southwest Florida on Wednesday. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

‘Very dangerous’
Ian packs punch,
creates challenges
Phil Fernandez
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See IAN, Page 5A
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Davis said the massive Ian, which had hit 155 mph
winds by Wednesday morning, will likely have more
impacts than Charley (2004), Wilma (2005) and Irma
(2017).

That’s saying a lot:
h Category 4 Irma hammered the region in 2017 on

its way to creating $60 billion in damage, sixth worst in
American history, according to NOAA. Irma had been
more powerful earlier that September, becoming the
first Category 5 hurricane to strike the Leeward Islands
on record.

h Before thrashing Southwest Florida in October
2005, Wilma reached 185 mph winds and shattered a
pair of records, the lowest central pressure in an Atlan-
tic basin storm, and biggest drop in 12 hours with 88
millibars, wiping out the old 48 millibars mark. More
than 16,000 Collier dwellings and businesses suffered
damage from Wilma.

h Charley’s 150 mph winds at the time in August
2004 set the continental U.S. record for the highest at
landfall since 1992, and in the top 5 in history. It left $16
billion in damage along its trail.

By comparison, Ian’s eye was 40 to 50 miles wide
Tuesday versus Charley’s 10 miles, reflecting the pos-
sibility of intense damage. On Wednesday morning, it
had shrunk to about 30 miles, indicating more
strengthening as it tightens.

Thousands were in shelters Wednesday after Tues-
day’s widespread evacuation orders.

“It’s not safe,” said James Williams, 75, after being
evacuated from his Bonita Springs mobile home to Es-
tero Recreation Center.

Williams arrived with a cart of two soggy trash bags
of clothes and blankets after previously losing all his
belongings to Hurricane Irma at a different mobile
home: “They put everything in a dumpster.”

With potential storm surge of up to 12 feet, many of
those being told initially to go farther inland live on
barrier islands and coastal areas Lee County desig-
nates as Zone A including Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel,
Matlacha and Bonita Beach.

Also part of this in Lee: Mobile home and manufac-
tured homes residents and Zone B, which includes
those residing in low-lying areas or near waterways,
such as the Caloosahatchee River, Whiskey Creek and
the Estero River. Added late Tuesday were Zone C sec-
tions in North Fort Myers and North Cape Coral west of
Interstate 75.

In Collier County, Marco Island and other coastal lo-
cations west of U.S. 41 known as Zone A were among
those under a voluntary evacuation earlier Tuesday,
but by the end of the afternoon, they had been upgrad-
ed to mandatory and Collier opened its shelters at 5
p.m.

Leaders said that if you hadn’t left by Tuesday
night, they strongly urged residents to shelter in place
and take precautions.

Lee’s 7,000-seat Hertz Arena is the biggest of its 14
shelters.

“I feel pretty calm,” said Hertz evacuee Christopher
Conteras, a Bonita Springs resident for only four
months and in his first hurricane. “It seems like a very
good shelter.” 

Since Charley, about a half-million inhabitants, like
Conteras, have moved to Collier, Lee and Charlotte
counties. Almost 150,000 have rolled in since 2017,
when Irma struck.

A dangerous storm surge was expected for even
those not receiving a direct smack by Ian, officials
said.

“With storm surge, especially on our coast, if you
were to take a storm and have the strongest storms on
the east side, it pushes the water onto land and it has
nowhere to go,” Davis said. “As the storm is spinning, it
spins counterclockwise and the momentum is greatest
on the east side of the storm.”

With Irma, the Sanibel and Captiva islands experi-
enced a 7-foot storm surge. 

That can be made worse, depending on high tide,
which can reach nearly 3 feet above sea level at the
Sanibel Lighthouse.

Upcoming high tides at various Southwest Florida
sites were slated for Wednesday afternoon, about
when Ian was making its move onto the shore.

“If it coincides with a high tide, you have the highest
possible surge,” said Rodney Wynn, National Weather
Service meteorologist in Ruskin

The hurricane warning issued for Southwest Flori-
da meant wind speeds of at least 74 mph were pos-
sible, and even stronger, depending on where Ian
makes its approach.

Wind gusts by later Wednesday had the potential to
reach in the triple digits north of Sanibel.

With the change in track, rainfall amounts were not
expected to be as high as initially predicted. About 7

inches was expected to be the worst of it in Lee and
Collier counties, which were under a tornado watch.

Schools remain closed Thursday, and Florida Gulf
Coast University through Friday. Southwest Florida
businesses began locking up Tuesday including Publix
at 6 p.m. and plans to reopen Friday. Aldi and Target,
also closed, were going to attempt to open at least a
few stores by Thursday afternoon, depending on con-
ditions.

Shut down as well on Wednesday were most offices
for local governments, many of which have declared a
state of emergency ahead of Ian’s potential threat,
with one of the latest being the Village of Estero on
Tuesday morning.

The declaration helps in responding to issues more
quickly, such as procurement processes, receiving re-
covery funds and making decisions that can be later
officially ratified, officials said.

Punta Gorda Airport, Naples Airport and Southwest
Florida International were closed Wednesday, with of-
ficials from the latter hopeful they could resume at
least some flights Thursday. Postal delivery in the re-
gion also has been halted until further notice, and all
high school football games this week in Collier and Lee
have been cancelled.

Lee and Collier residents can monitor local govern-
ments through https://www.leegov.com/hurricane/
storm and https://www.colliercountyfl.gov

Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fer-
nandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes for the USA
TODAY NETWORK, which supplemented this story
with contributions from Mark H. Bickel, Dan DeLuca,
Chad Gillis, Samantha Neely, Luis Zambrano, Dustin
B. Levy, Kate Cimini, Dan Glaun and others. Support
Democracy and subscribe to a newspaper.

A Fort Myers Beach boater prepares Wednesday as Hurricane Ian approached Southwest Florida.
ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

Ian
Continued from Page 1A
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FHSAA football rankings

Despite how misleading the first high
school ratings may be, we have three
takeaways with local top 20 teams. 1B

EU warning: Retaliation vowed if
damage to underwater natural gas
pipelines was result of sabotage. 12A

Residents began feeling the powerful effects of Hur-
ricane Ian on Wednesday as the historic Category 4
monster roared onto Southwest Florida’s shores.

“It’s going to be a very dangerous storm, and people
in Southwest Florida will remember this one for a long
time,” said Rick Davis, a meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service in Ruskin. “This is a serious sit-
uation, and everyone needs to take it that way.”

Thousands were without power Wednesday, with
more challenges ahead.

HURRICANE IAN

SWFL SLAMMED

A cyclist braves the weather in Fort Myers Beach as Hurricane Ian approached Southwest Florida on Wednesday. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

‘Very dangerous’
Ian packs punch,
creates challenges
Phil Fernandez
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See IAN, Page 9A
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Davis said the massive Ian, which had hit 155 mph
winds by Wednesday morning, will likely have more
impacts than Charley (2004), Wilma (2005) and Irma
(2017).

That’s saying a lot:
h Category 4 Irma hammered the region in 2017 on

its way to creating $60 billion in damage, sixth worst in
American history, according to NOAA. Irma had been
more powerful earlier that September, becoming the
first Category 5 hurricane to strike the Leeward Islands
on record.

h Before thrashing Southwest Florida in October
2005, Wilma reached 185 mph winds and shattered a
pair of records, the lowest central pressure in an Atlan-
tic basin storm, and biggest drop in 12 hours with 88
millibars, wiping out the old 48 millibars mark. More
than 16,000 Collier dwellings and businesses suffered
damage from Wilma.

h Charley’s 150 mph winds at the time in August
2004 set the continental U.S. record for the highest at
landfall since 1992, and in the top 5 in history. It left $16
billion in damage along its trail.

By comparison, Ian’s eye was 40 to 50 miles wide
Tuesday versus Charley’s 10 miles, reflecting the pos-
sibility of intense damage. On Wednesday morning, it
had shrunk to about 30 miles, indicating more
strengthening as it tightens.

Thousands were in shelters Wednesday after Tues-
day’s widespread evacuation orders.

“It’s not safe,” said James Williams, 75, after being
evacuated from his Bonita Springs mobile home to Es-
tero Recreation Center.

Williams arrived with a cart of two soggy trash bags
of clothes and blankets after previously losing all his
belongings to Hurricane Irma at a different mobile
home: “They put everything in a dumpster.”

With potential storm surge of up to 12 feet, many of
those being told initially to go farther inland live on
barrier islands and coastal areas Lee County desig-
nates as Zone A including Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel,
Matlacha and Bonita Beach.

Also part of this in Lee: Mobile home and manufac-
tured homes residents and Zone B, which includes
those residing in low-lying areas or near waterways,
such as the Caloosahatchee River, Whiskey Creek and
the Estero River. Added late Tuesday were Zone C sec-
tions in North Fort Myers and North Cape Coral west of
Interstate 75.

In Collier County, Marco Island and other coastal lo-
cations west of U.S. 41 known as Zone A were among
those under a voluntary evacuation earlier Tuesday,
but by the end of the afternoon, they had been upgrad-
ed to mandatory and Collier opened its shelters at 5
p.m.

Leaders said that if you hadn’t left by Tuesday
night, they strongly urged residents to shelter in place
and take precautions.

Lee’s 7,000-seat Hertz Arena is the biggest of its 14
shelters.

“I feel pretty calm,” said Hertz evacuee Christopher
Conteras, a Bonita Springs resident for only four
months and in his first hurricane. “It seems like a very
good shelter.” 

Since Charley, about a half-million inhabitants, like
Conteras, have moved to Collier, Lee and Charlotte
counties. Almost 150,000 have rolled in since 2017,
when Irma struck.

A dangerous storm surge was expected for even
those not receiving a direct smack by Ian, officials
said.

“With storm surge, especially on our coast, if you
were to take a storm and have the strongest storms on
the east side, it pushes the water onto land and it has
nowhere to go,” Davis said. “As the storm is spinning, it
spins counterclockwise and the momentum is greatest
on the east side of the storm.”

With Irma, the Sanibel and Captiva islands experi-
enced a 7-foot storm surge. 

That can be made worse, depending on high tide,
which can reach nearly 3 feet above sea level at the
Sanibel Lighthouse.

Upcoming high tides at various Southwest Florida
sites were slated for Wednesday afternoon, about
when Ian was making its move onto the shore.

“If it coincides with a high tide, you have the highest
possible surge,” said Rodney Wynn, National Weather
Service meteorologist in Ruskin

The hurricane warning issued for Southwest Flori-
da meant wind speeds of at least 74 mph were pos-
sible, and even stronger, depending on where Ian
makes its approach.

Wind gusts by later Wednesday had the potential to
reach in the triple digits north of Sanibel.

With the change in track, rainfall amounts were not
expected to be as high as initially predicted. About 7

inches was expected to be the worst of it in Lee and
Collier counties, which were under a tornado watch.

Schools remain closed Thursday, and Florida Gulf
Coast University through Friday. Southwest Florida
businesses began locking up Tuesday including Publix
at 6 p.m. and plans to reopen Friday. Aldi and Target,
also closed, were going to attempt to open at least a
few stores by Thursday afternoon, depending on con-
ditions.

Shut down as well on Wednesday were most offices
for local governments, many of which have declared a
state of emergency ahead of Ian’s potential threat,
with one of the latest being the Village of Estero on
Tuesday morning.

The declaration helps in responding to issues more
quickly, such as procurement processes, receiving re-
covery funds and making decisions that can be later
officially ratified, officials said.

Punta Gorda Airport, Naples Airport and Southwest
Florida International were closed Wednesday, with of-
ficials from the latter hopeful they could resume at
least some flights Thursday. Postal delivery in the re-
gion also has been halted until further notice, and all
high school football games this week in Collier and Lee
have been cancelled.

Lee and Collier residents can monitor local govern-
ments through https://www.leegov.com/hurricane/
storm and https://www.colliercountyfl.gov

Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fer-
nandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes for the USA
TODAY NETWORK, which supplemented this story
with contributions from Mark H. Bickel, Dan DeLuca,
Chad Gillis, Samantha Neely, Luis Zambrano, Dustin
B. Levy, Kate Cimini, Dan Glaun and others. Support
Democracy and subscribe to a newspaper.

A Fort Myers Beach boater prepares Wednesday as Hurricane Ian approached Southwest Florida.
ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

Ian
Continued from Page 1A
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Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

After assessing damage at the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, CEO and president Frederick 
Piccolo says the airport is looking at $500,000 to $1 million in repairs after part of the roof over the 
ticketing area blew off.  

The airport has also been dealing with water damage that happened because of the roof damage. Still, 
Piccolo says the airport will be functional by Friday night.  

As for when airlines will resume flights, Piccolo says it's up to each individual airline but assumes 
flights will be back on schedule by Saturday.  

Punta Gorda Airport 
The Punta Gorda Airport is in the dark and endured extensive damage from the storm, but is currently 
operating its airfield to accept emergency traffic.   

An update from the airport this afternoon says the PGD is expecting the Air National Guard from 
Florida and Texas to visit over the next few days, as well as a visit from Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis.   
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The airport has a number of large hangars that were damaged during Hurricane Ian. As of this morning, 
airport officials had reached out to a design build firm for help finding a metal building contractor. It's 
also working with Florida Power and Light to determine when power may be restored at the terminal. 
After the power is back on, PGD will reach out to Allegiant to resume commercial traffic.  

In the meantime, the airport in Savannah is helping assist with fencing and operations by sending a team. 
"We expect a few other airports to send operations staff as well to supplement hours as they work at their 
houses," an airport official wrote in the update.  

"We are in the process of contacting all our employees — many sustained significant damages to their 
residences," the official also wrote, "and we'll need time to coordinate those repairs." 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

In a Thursday afternoon tweet, the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport wrote it was assessing the 
damage caused and making repairs.  

At the time, the airfield is only open for emergency relief efforts. Around 8 p.m. Thursday, SRQ will 
open the airfield for general aviation and air carriers. In the meantime, the airport is pointing travelers to 
contact individual airlines for updates.  

Tampa International Airport 

According to Thursday news release, Tampa International Airport will reopen at 10 a.m. Friday. 

 “Airport maintenance and operations staff inspected the airfield and facilities this morning and 
determined (the airport) did not sustain any serious damage during the storm.” 

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport 

In a Thursday morning statement, St.Pete-Clearwater Airport says it sustained “no significant damage” 
and will reopen Friday morning. The airport is advising travelers to contact their airlines for updates.    

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

SRQ remains closed Wednesday as Hurricane Ian moves onshore, it stated in a 12:10 p.m. social media 
post. Essential employees staying on site are monitoring conditions. 

Southwest Florida International Airport 

A 2:15 p.m. update for the Southwest Florida International Airport confirmed all flights have been 
cancelled for Wednesday with a number already cancelled for Thursday.  

Southwest Florida International Airport 

The airport announced shortly after 10 a.m. Tuesday that all Southwest Airlines flights have been 
cancelled for Wednesday, Sept. 28.  
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Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

The Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport posted on social media at 9:40 a.m. Tuesday that it will 
close at 8 p.m. All flight operations will end after the day's final departure at 6 p.m. 

Tampa International Airport 

Tampa International Airport will shut down at 5 p.m. today, Tuesday, to prepare for the arrival of 
Hurricane Ian. 

At a Tuesday morning press conference, Tampa International Airport officials said about 120 employees 
would ride out Hurricane Ian, working to maintain the property and help kick off reopening efforts. 

The employees are volunteers and will include CEO Joe Lopano. 

At the press conference to outline the airport’s plans, official said the preparations were well underway 
and the major concern was flooding. Tampa International is just off the shore of Tampa Bay and, while 
exempt, is in the heart of a mandatory evacuation zone. 

On Tuesday morning, though, the terminals were as busy as ever and there seemed to be little sign that a 
hurricane was only hours away from landfall. That will change soon. The airport is closing at 5 p.m. 
today ahead of the storm. Anyone scheduled to travel out of the airport needs to contact their airline for 
updates on flights and those traveling before the closure are being told to arrive two hours before their 
departure time. 

It is far too early to know when the airport will reopen or when flights will resume, the officials said. 

“Damage assessments will begin as soon as it is safe to do so. TPA will closely coordinate the reopening 
of the airport with its partners based on roadway safety, facility readiness and staffing.” 

What is known is that the closure is a major disruption. The airport sees about 450 flights per day and 
the financial impact of shutting down will be “in the millions” Lopano said. 

“The goal is to reopen as quickly as possible,” he says. 

Officials reiterated several times that the airport should not be considered a shelter and said anyone in 
need of a place to ride out the storm should contact local officials. In fact, any passengers stranded at the 
airport will be moved to a local shelter, says John Tiliacos, executive Vice President of operations and 
customer service at the airport. 

Punta Gorda Airport 

All Allegiant flights at Punta Gorda Airport have been cancelled through Thursday, Sept. 29, due to a 
storm surge and hurricane warning set by National Weather Service — Ruskin.  
A spokesperson for the airport, with call letters PGD, says the aircrafts will be repositioned out of PGD 
by 2 p.m. Tuesday. The inbound flight scheduled for Tuesday was also cancelled.  

A statement on its website suggests that runways would continue to stay open until wind speeds reach 
roughly 45 mph. At that point, aircraft and tower operations will cease and airside hangars will be 
secured with chain locks.  



"We have not quantified potential lost revenues – but there will be less income from parking fees, 
food/beverage concessions and rental cars due to cancellations on Thursday," the spokesperson 
wrote. "There were only a few flights scheduled Tuesday and Wednesday, and there were 17 outgoing 
and 17 inbound flights scheduled on Thursday that have been cancelled." 

Additionally, gust locks, which are locks that keep open aircraft doors in place while the aircraft is 
grounded, were secured on the 200 and 600-series T-hangers on Sunday. The airside hangar gates are 
expected to be secured with chain locks today.  

The statement also reminds passengers that the airport is not responsible for notifying passengers for 
flight changes. The airport also maintains that it is not a public hurricane shelter.   

Southwest Florida International Airport 

A Tuesday morning update, just before 8 a.m., stated that flights at Southwest Florida International 
Airport are still operating.  The departures and arrivals page did reflect that the majority of flights are still 
scheduled as on time or have already arrived. The exceptions today include: 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

In a Monday evening website update, the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport states it will close 
before and during Hurricane Ian, "based on the last carrier flight out of SRQ." Specific closing and 
reopening updates will be released at a later time. Flights continue to operate as scheduled. 

SRQ advises passengers to contact airlines directly for specific flight details.

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport 

St. Pete-Clearwater Airport will shut at 1 p.m. Tuesday and will remain closed until, at a minimum, the 
mandatory evacuation has been lifted for Zone A in Pinellas County.  The final flight is scheduled to 
depart at 11:22 a.m. Tuesday. 

“We will provide an update when the airport terminal plans to reopen,” officials say in a Monday 
afternoon statement. “We will also provide updates regarding flight activity as our airlines provide us 
with information. We advise passengers to monitor their airlines direct email and text communications 
for updated flight information.” 

A spokeswoman for the airport says about 25 flights will be canceled Wednesday and Thursday. 

Tampa International Airport 

Tampa International Airport announced Monday afternoon that it would close operations in the next 24 
hours to 48 hours depending on conditions. 

In an afternoon email, airport officials say when winds reach a sustained 40 miles per hour service 
on airside shuttles and the airport's SkyConnect trains will reduce in frequency or stop. All operations 
will completely shut down once winds reach a sustained speed of 50 miles per hour. 
The airport is located in a part of Tampa where a mandatory evacuation has been called for, but it is 
considered as critical infrastructure. Because of that, officials say it “will stay open until a closure is 
necessary.”   

• Frontier arrival flight from Cleveland as well as a departure flight
• United Airlines arrival flight from Newark
• American Airlines arrival flight from Charlotte



Punta Gorda Airport

Punta Gorda Airport has not shut anything down yet but is following recommendations from Charlotte 
County Emergency Management. 

A statement on its website originally suggested that runways would continue to stay open unless wind 
speeds reach roughly 50 mph. That has been updated to about 45 mph now. At that point, aircraft and 
tower operations will cease and airside hangars will be secured with chain locks.  
Additionally, gust locks, which are locks that keep open aircraft doors in place while the aircraft is 
grounded, were secured on the 200 and 600-series T-hangers on Sunday. The airside hangar gates are 
expected to be secured with chain locks on Tuesday.  

The statement also reminds passengers that the airport, with call letters PGD, is not responsible for 
notifying passengers for flight changes. The airport also maintains that it is not a public hurricane shelter.   

All of the arrivals and departures on PGD's websites reflected as being on time. 
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport 

In a 12:30 p.m. Monday release, the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport states that it is monitoring 
Hurricane Ian but is currently open and operating as normal.  
According to its Monday flights listed online, the majority of SRQ's arrivals and departures are scheduled 
to be on time. 

Southwest Florida International Airport 

Everything is continuing to operate as normal at Southwest Florida International Airport, which operates 
under the call letters RSW.  

A spokesperson for the airport wrote in an email to the Business Observer on Monday morning shortly 
after 10 a.m.: “Flights at RSW are currently operating; however, we expect that the airlines that serve our 
airport will be making changes to their schedules as the storm moves closer to Southwest Florida. 

“Although we will post general information about the impacts of the storm on our website and social 
media channels, the most up-to-date information about flights can be found on each airline’s website. 
Many airlines that operate into RSW are already waiving fees for rebooking due to Hurricane Ian.” 

That being said, the departures and arrivals page did reflect that the majority are still scheduled as on time 
or have already arrived. The two exceptions are flight 2150 flying from Havana through Swiftair, which 
has been canceled, as well as the next flight out to Havana, flight 2151, which was supposed to take off at 
3:05 this afternoon.   The only other flight showing any disturbance is arrival flight 8129 through Sun 
Country Airlines from Gulfport has been delayed.  
Tampa International Airport 

As Hurricane Ian approaches the Gulf Coast, the first airport cancellation is in. This one doesn’t involve 
flights, though. 
According to a Monday morning news release, Tampa International Airport has postponed a hiring day 
scheduled for Sept. 27. A new date has not yet been set for the job fair. 

For now, TIA continues to operate as normal, but officials say they are continuing to “make 
preparations to ensure the safety of our team, travelers, and facilities.” 

businessobserverfl.com/article/flight-cancellations-airport-updates-from-hurricane-ian-at-tpa-pie-srq-rsw-pgd

https://flysrq.com/airlines
https://go.activecalendar.com/pinellascounty/site/pressrelease/event/pinellas-update-evacuations-recommended-for-zones-a-b-and-c/
https://hillsborough.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=960017149a5c40d0a43860aad988d2ec
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/public-safety/emergency-management/
https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/public-safety/emergency-management/
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Seagate to build self-storage facility in Punta Gorda
Seagate Development Group is slat-

ed to renovate and create Isles Luxury 
Storage — just minutes from the Punta 
Gorda Airport in the premier communi-
ty of Punta Gorda Isles — starting this 
month. 

Coming to the Bal Harbor Plaza at 
the corner of Aqui Esta Drive and Bal 
Harbor Boulevard, this approximately 
20,000-square-foot facility will be fully 
climate controlled and include 136 units. 
Unit sizes will range from 5 by 5 feet to 
10 by 17.5 feet. 

This lean construction project, which 
is scheduled for completion by year’s 
end, involves an adaptive reuse of many 
of the structure’s existing features — 
and supplementing those features with 
first-class upgrades in lighting, HVAC 
and security. It will also include the cre-
ation of a fully enclosed drive-through 
loading area for customers.

“As we continue to make our mark 
on Charlotte County and, specifically, 
Punta Gorda, our team is looking for-
ward to building another conveniently 
laid-out and easily accessible storage 
facility,” said Matt Price, CEO & partner 
of Seagate Development Group. “This 
will meet the growing population’s 
demand for space of this kind as well as 
take a practical approach to what people 
look for in a shopping center.”

Isles Luxury Storage is being designed 
by PDS Architecture, MEP engineered 
by Energy Concepts of Southwest Flor-
ida, and structurally engineered by 
Select Structural for Broadway Shoppes 
LLC (an entity led by Chad Commers).

Seagate Development Group is a lead-
ing, full-service development company 
specializing in a design-build process 
via new construction, custom renova-
tions, interior design and management 
and leasing services.

Seagate’s high-profile, design-

build projects include NeoGenomics’ 
150,000-square-foot global headquar-
ters and Scotlynn USA Division Inc.’s 
60,000-square-foot North American 
corporate headquarters, as well as man-
aging more than 1.5 million square feet 
of commercial space.

Seagate is currently building cus-
tom, end-user residences in Esplanade 
Lake Club, Quail West, Talis Park, Hill 
Tide Estates and other luxury residen-
tial communities throughout Southwest 
Florida. In addition to building five 
estate homes in the works at Quail West, 
Seagate has developed, built and sold 28 
custom homes in Windward Isle. The 
team also continues to conduct remod-
eling projects in and around the region.

Seagate Development Group’s cor-
porate headquarters is located at 9921 
Interstate Commerce Drive, Fort Myers.

For more information, see www.Sea-
gateDevelopmentGroup.com.■

COURTESY PHOTO

Seagate Development Group will 
renovate and create Isles Luxury 
Storage in  the Bal Harbor Plaza at 
the corner of Aqui Esta Drive and 
Bal Harbor Boulevard.
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Florida Power & Light is trying to restore power to 1.1 million customers impacted by Hurricane Ian. 

On Thursday, more than 600,000 had power back on from Naples to Sarasota. However, FPL is asking 
residents not to call in with outages unless they don't have power and everyone on their block does have it 
restored. FP&L has smart technology that knows where there are outages. 

"We are using drone technology to assess damage to neighborhoods," said Jack Eble, FPL spokesperson. 
"If you don't have power and your immediate neighbor does, it may mean there is damage to your home. 
You will need a licensed electrician to to fix the damage so that your home can receive power from the 
powerline." 

Eble said there are 21,000 electrical workers from 30 states staged from Naples to Tampa to help restore 
power. FP&L is staged at the Punta Gorda Airport, which Eble said has downed trees, lost signage and 
some damage to its buildings. 

Bringing power back to facilities, including Fawcett Hospital - HCA Florida Healthcare in Port Charlotte, 
which sustained heavy damage with water coming in through elevators and roof damage, may be 
challenging.  

"We are located in areas where we anticipated the most damage," he said. "We will bring any power 
plants back first. Then we bring electricity back to 911 call centers and hospitals. Then we go to areas 
with convenience stores, gas stations and grocery stores. As these businesses are restored, so are the 
surrounding neighborhoods. There are many different grid systems in neighborhoods. Not everyone 
shares the same grid." 

Eble said in some cases it's not just about restoring power, but "rebuilding parts of the grid system." 
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Eble said the one thing that helps workers the most is for motorists to stay off the roads. In many 
neighborhoods there are downed trees, pockets of flooding and damaged power lines. The trees must be 
removed to get to the lines. Eble said anyone who sees a downed line should not drive over it or go near 
it.  

FPL asked for residents to report downed power lines and dangerous conditions to 1-800-4-OUTAGE (1-
800-468-8243). 

If winds are 35 mph or lower, the electrical workers can use the bucket trucks to work in to fix power 
lines.  

"We have many dedicated workers in neighborhoods," he said. "We ask that people are patient. We need 
them to stay off the roads so our workers can get to areas to fix the power. We want to keep our crews 
safe. We know it's a challenge to deal with not having power. That's why we are asking for people to be 
patient." 

FPL has an online county by county tracking system that customers can visit to learn when and where 
power is restored. It's updated every 15 minutes.  

For more information, visit www.fplmaps.com 

https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/florida-power-light-is-working-on-restoration-for-1-1-million-customers/article_9746c458-4026-
11ed-9327-c3508491ad2d.html 

 

http://www.fplmaps.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/florida-power-light-is-working-on-restoration-for-1-1-million-customers/article_9746c458-4026-11ed-9327-c3508491ad2d.html
https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/florida-power-light-is-working-on-restoration-for-1-1-million-customers/article_9746c458-4026-11ed-9327-c3508491ad2d.html


 

 

   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Charlotte county emergency officials says so far there are no reported deaths due to Hurricane Ian. Public 
works crews have been clearing roads since dawn while emergency crews work to respond to emergency 
calls from residents that came in yesterday and overnight when weather conditions were to dangerous to 
respond. 

It’s a near 100% power outage for Charlotte County’s 200,000 plus residents, that according to Patrick 
Fuller the director of emergency management for the county. While recovery from the widespread 
damage to homes and businesses won’t be quick or easy, Fuller says initial assessments are encouraging. 
It appears Hurricane Ian wasn’t as catastrophic as feared when it went thru Charlotte county. More than 
two-thirds of the county was ordered to evacuate. Approximately, 60,000 live in the red zone most at risk 
for severe flooding. While Fuller says it’s not clear yet what that storm surge was in the lowest parts of 
Charlotte county but the integrity of homes in areas most at risk like Englewood beach are better than 
expected. Some homes in that community are 6-8 feet high in elevation at best. Emergency officials had 
been warned storm surge could have been 12-16 feet high or more. 

“We’re cautiously optimistic that the worst case scenario that was forecast did not come true,” said Fuller. 

Emergency responders will also be working on more than 60 wellness checks—those are calls from 
people outside of the area that want to confirm their loved ones are okay because they haven’t been able 
to make contact with them. Emergency management officials will also be working with state and federal 
officials to coordinate aid to residents. Punta Gorda’s airport is also open for air traffic but not 
commercial flights. There is some damage to hangars and some cars in the parking lot —and some small 
planes were flipped over. 
 
https://news.wgcu.org/2022-09-29/charlotte-eoc-official-ian-not-as-catastrophic-as-feared-for-county-so-far-no-deaths-reported 

https://news.wgcu.org/2022-09-29/charlotte-eoc-official-ian-not-as-catastrophic-as-feared-for-county-so-far-no-deaths-reported
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Englewood wakes up to Hurricane Ian’s wrath

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
Staff Writer

ARCADIA — Despite “road closed” signs on the 
State Road 70 bridge over Peace River, motorists 
tried to manage the flooded roadway anyway in
Arcadia.

As of 5 p.m., the National Weather Service report-
ed the river to be at 21.13 feet. The record flooding
level for the river in Arcadia is 20.5 feet. Flood level 
stage is considered to be 11 feet.

The river not only flooded State Road 70, causing 
authorities to put up road closure signs, but also
flooded the neighboring parks and surrounding 
areas.

Around 4:30 p.m., some motorists chose to turn 

Flooding in Arcadia causing road issues
Locals turn out to see how

high the river can get

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Despite road closure signs, some motorists decided to take on the elements Thursday afternoon on State 
Road 70, which was flooded from rainfall during Hurricane Ian in Arcadia.

Region 
remains 

darkened
Florida Power & Light is 
working on restoration 

for 1.1 million customers
ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

Florida Power & Light is trying 
to restore power to 1.1 million 
customers impacted by Hurricane 
Ian.

On Thursday, more than 600,000 
had power back on from Naples to 
Sarasota. However, FPL is asking 
residents not to call in with out-
ages unless they don’t have power 
and everyone on their block does 
have it restored. FP&L has smart 
technology that knows where 
there are outages.

“We are using drone tech-
nology to assess damage to 
neighborhoods,” said Jack Eble, 
FPL spokesperson. “If you don’t 
have power and your immediate 
neighbor does, it may mean there 
is damage to your home. You 
will need a licensed electrician 
to to fix the damage so that your 
home can receive power from the 
powerline.”

Eble said there are 21,000 
electrical workers from 30 states 
staged from Naples to Tampa to 
help restore power. FP&L is staged 
at the Punta Gorda Airport, which 
Eble said has downed trees, lost 
signage and some damage to its 
buildings.

Bringing power back to facili-
ties, including Fawcett Hospital 
-

 
HCA Florida Healthcare in Port

Charlotte, which sustained heavy
 

damage with water coming in
 

through elevators and roof dam-
age, may be challenging.

“We are located in areas where 
we anticipated the most damage,” 
he said. “We will bring any power 
plants back first. Then we bring 
electricity back to 911 call centers 
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and hospitals. Then we go to areas 
with convenience stores, gas sta-
tions and grocery stores. As these 
businesses are restored, so are the 
surrounding neighborhoods. There 
are many different grid systems 
in neighborhoods. Not everyone 
shares the same grid.”

Eble said in some cases it’s not 
just about restoring power, but “re-
building parts of the grid system.”

Eble said the one thing that 
helps workers the most is for 
motorists to stay off the roads. In 
many neighborhoods there are 
downed trees, pockets of flooding 
and damaged power lines. The 
trees must be removed to get to 
the lines. Eble said anyone who 
sees a downed line should not 
drive over it or go near it. 

FPL asked for residents 
to report downed power 
lines and dangerous condi-
tions to 1-800-4-OUTAGE 
(1-800-468-8243).

If winds are 35 mph or lower, 
the electrical workers can use the 
bucket trucks to work in to fix 
power lines. 

“We have many dedicated 

workers in neighborhoods,” he 
said. “We ask that people are pa-
tient. We need them to stay off the 
roads so our workers can get to 
areas to fix the power. We want to 
keep our crews safe. We know it’s a 
challenge to deal with not having 
power. That’s why we are asking 

for people to be patient.”
FPL has an online county by 

county tracking system that 
customers can visit to learn when 
and where power is restored. It’s 
updated every 15 minutes. 

For more information, visit 
www.fplmaps.com

SUN PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Electrical trucks await orders in Port Charlotte as FPL assesses 
damage from Hurricane Ian on Thursday.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Florida Power & Light workers tree trimming in Coral Gables in preparation for Tropical Storm Ian.

POWER
FROM PAGE 1B
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Staff Report

PUNTA GORDA - Gov. Ron DeSantis 
pledged to marshal the resources to 
help Charlotte County recover from 
Hurricane Ian.

DeSantis gave an update on recovery 
work at the Emergency Operations 
Center in Punta Gorda on Thursday, 
joined by first lady Casey DeSantis, 
Sheriff Bill Prummell and Florida 
Division of Emergency Management 
Director Kevin Guthrie.

The governor flew into the area 
through Punta Gorda Airport, which he 
noted had sustained some damage but 
remained functional.

“We’re surveying the damage right 
now,” DeSantis said at the news 
conference.

Other speakers include Eric Silagy, 
CEO of Florida Power and Light, who 
said that 20,000 workers had been 
activated to restore power to customers 
on the state’s western coast.

“We’re going to continue to work 24/7 
to do so,” Silagy said.

He estimated that approximately 
1.2 million people were currently 
without power across the affected 
areas. However, that does not count the 
700,000 customers whose power was 
since restored by Thursday afternoon.

DeSantis and his wife also highlighted 
the fundraising efforts being done 
through FloridaDisasterFund.org, which 

has raised over $2 million for relief 
efforts within the past day.

“We are so proud of the people of 
southwest Florida,” Casey DeSantis said 
during the news conference.

Distribution centers for meals and 
rallying points for people to contact in-
surance providers will be swiftly arriving 
in the area, according to state officials.

State agencies and utility companies 
have also brought several mobile 

cell towers to Charlotte County and 
surrounding areas to help restore 
communication.

Jimmy Patronis, Florida’s chief 
financial officer, urged residents to 
be cautious when seeking insurance 
payouts, particularly when people come 
along offering quick fixes.

“People are vulnerable right now, 
and they are going to be looking for a 
solution,” Patronis said.

Gov. DeSantis speaks at 
Charlotte County EOC

IMAGE PROVIDED BY CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks at the Charlotte County Emergency Operations 
Center in Punta Gorda on Thursday.
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GULFCOAST
HURRICANE IAN

Residents began feeling the powerful effects of Hurricane Ian on Wednesday as the historic

Category 4 monster roared onto Southwest Florida’s shores. h “It’s going to be a very dan-

gerous storm, and people in Southwest Florida will remember this one for a long time,” said

Rick Davis, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Ruskin. “This is a serious

situation, and everyone needs to take it that way.” h Thousands were without power

Wednesday, with more challenges ahead. h Davis said the massive Ian, which had hit 155

mph winds by Wednesday morning, will likely have more impacts than Charley (2004),

Wilma (2005) and Irma (2017).

That’s saying a lot:
h Category 4 Irma hammered the region in 2017

on its way to creating $60 billion in damage, sixth
worst in American history, according to NOAA. Ir-
ma had been more powerful earlier that September,
becoming the first Category 5 hurricane to strike the
Leeward Islands on record.

h Before thrashing Southwest Florida in October
2005, Wilma reached 185 mph winds and shattered
a pair of records, the lowest central pressure in an
Atlantic basin storm, and biggest drop in 12 hours
with 88 millibars, wiping out the old 48 millibars
mark. More than 16,000 Collier dwellings and busi-
nesses suffered damage from Wilma.

h Charley’s 150 mph winds at the time in August
2004 set the continental U.S. record for the highest
at landfall since 1992, and in the top five in history. It
left $16 billion in damage along its trail.

By comparison, Ian’s eye was 40 to 50 miles wide
Tuesday versus Charley’s 10 miles, reflecting the
possibility of intense damage. On Wednesday
morning, it had shrunk to about 30 miles, indicat-
ing more strengthening as it tightened.

Thousands were in shelters Wednesday after
Tuesday’s widespread evacuation orders.

“It’s not safe,” said James Williams, 75, after be-
ing evacuated from his Bonita Springs mobile home
to Estero Recreation Center.

Williams arrived with a cart of two soggy trash
bags of clothes and blankets after previously losing
all his belongings to Hurricane Irma at a different
mobile home: “They put everything in a dumpster.”

With potential storm surge of up to 12 feet, many
of those being told initially to go farther inland live
on barrier islands and coastal areas Lee County
designates as Zone A, including Fort Myers Beach,
Sanibel, Matlacha and Bonita Beach.

ABOVE: A lone bicyclist rides down a nearly empty road in Fort Myers Beach as Hurricane Ian
approached Southwest Florida on Wednesday. ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

See STORM, Page 11C

MONSTER IAN
PACKS A PUNCH

Dangerous hurricane roars along Southwest Florida shores
Wednesday; many in Lee, Collier counties forced to evacuate

Phil Fernandez Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

“With storm surge, especially on our coast, if you
were to take a storm and have the strongest storms
on the east side, it pushes the water onto land and
it has nowhere to go. As the storm is spinning, it
spins counterclockwise and the momentum is
greatest on the east side of the storm.”

Rick Davis
A meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Ruskin
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LUTZ - Jason Mathew
Cucchi, 46, of Lutz, lost
his battle with depres-
sion on September 23,
2022. Left to cherish
his memory are his un-
conditionally beloved
sons, Jackson and Lo-
gan Cucchi of Tampa;
his parents, Sylvia and
Scott Kelley of Nokomis;
grandparents, Bud and
Lu Leedham of Sarasota; adoring partner and
best friend, Lauren Zopatti of Lutz; sisters, Kris-
ta Wolfe and Jessi Bailey; as well as many aunts,
uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces, and his beloved
slobbery dog, Charli.

Jason was born May 16, 1976, in Sarasota and
spent most of his life in Florida. He graduated
from Venice High School and continued to the
University of Central Florida (go Knights!), where
he was a devoted member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon
(SAE) and graduated with a degree in Criminal
Justice. He went on to spend his entire career in
sales, which he both enjoyed and excelled at. He
took joy in volunteering, especially with Tampa
Bay Little League and Feeding Tampa Bay.

Jason was a diehard Tampa and UCF sports fan,
but he would watch just about any sport and beat
the announcers to the punch after any play. He
enjoyed golfing, fishing, IPAs and concerts, and
was an incredible trivia partner. He took pride
in his grilling skills and could make a mean steak
and had perfected smoked buffalo wings. But he
was most happy watching his boys play baseball,
and he was so proud of the players and men they
are becoming.

There will be a celebration of Jason’s life on
Monday, October 3 at 11 am at South Shore Com-
munity Church in Sarasota.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made in Jason’s honor to the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention at https://
supporting.afsp.org/campaign/Jason-Cucchi-Me-
morial-Fund. Memories and condolences may be
left for the family online at www.MFHcares.com.

Jason Cucchi

*Cucchi, Jason 46 Lutz 23-Sep Maloney Funeral Home

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.heraldtribune.com/obituaries

Also part of this in Lee: Mobile home and manufac-
tured homes residents and Zone B, which includes
those residing in low-lying areas or near waterways,
such as the Caloosahatchee River, Whiskey Creek and
the Estero River. Added late Tuesday were Zone C sec-
tions in North Fort Myers and North Cape Coral west of
Interstate 75.

In Collier County, Marco Island and other coastal lo-
cations west of U.S. 41 known as Zone A were among
those under a voluntary evacuation earlier Tuesday,
but by the end of the afternoon, they had been upgrad-
ed to mandatory and Collier opened its shelters at 
5 p.m.

Lee’s 7,000-seat Hertz Arena is the biggest of its
14 shelters.

“I feel pretty calm,” said Hertz evacuee Christopher
Conteras, a Bonita Springs resident for only four
months and in his first hurricane. “It seems like a very
good shelter.” 

Since Charley, about a half-million inhabitants like
Conteras, have moved to Collier, Lee and Charlotte
counties. Almost 150,000 have rolled in since 2017,
when Irma struck.

A dangerous storm surge was expected even for
those not receiving a direct smack by Ian, officials
said.

“With storm surge, especially on our coast, if
you were to take a storm and have the strongest 
storms on the east side, it pushes the water onto 
land and it has nowhere to go,” Davis said. “As the
storm is spinning, it spins counterclockwise and
the momentum is greatest on the east side of the
storm.”

With Irma, the Sanibel and Captiva islands experi-
enced a 7-foot storm surge. That can be made worse,
depending on high tide, which can reach nearly 3 feet
above sea level at the Sanibel Lighthouse.

Upcoming high tides at various Southwest
Florida sites were slated for Wednesday afternoon,
about when Ian was making its move onto the
shore.

“If it coincides with a high tide, you have the highest
possible surge,” said Rodney Wynn, National Weather
Service meteorologist in Ruskin

The hurricane warning issued for Southwest Flori-
da meant wind speeds of at least 74 mph were pos-
sible, and even stronger, depending on where Ian
makes its approach.

Wind gusts by later Wednesday had the potential to
reach in the triple digits north of Sanibel.

With the change in track, rainfall amounts were not
expected to be as high as initially predicted. About
7 inches was expected to be the worst of it in Lee
and Collier counties, which were under a tornado
watch.

Schools remain closed Thursday, and Florida Gulf
Coast University through Friday. Southwest Florida
businesses began locking up Tuesday including Publix
at 6 p.m. with plans to reopen Friday. Aldi and Target,
also closed, were going to attempt to open at least a
few stores by Thursday afternoon, depending on
conditions.

Shut down as well on Wednesday were most offices
for local governments, many of which have declared a
state of emergency ahead of Ian’s potential threat,
with one of the latest being the Village of Estero on
Tuesday morning.

The declaration helps in responding to issues more
quickly, such as procurement processes, receiving re-
covery funds and making decisions that can be later
officially ratified, officials said.

Punta Gorda Airport, Naples Airport and Southwest
Florida International were closed Wednesday, with of-
ficials from the latter hopeful they could resume at
least some flights Thursday. Postal delivery in the re-
gion also has been halted until further notice, and all
high school football games this week in Collier and Lee
have been canceled.

Lee and Collier residents can monitor local govern-
ments through leegov.com/hurricane/storm and 
colliercountyfl.gov.

Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fer-
nandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes for the USA
TODAY NETWORK, which supplemented this story
with contributions from Mark H. Bickel, Dan DeLuca,
Chad Gillis, Samantha Neely, Luis Zambrano, Dustin
B. Levy, Kate Cimini, Dan Glaun and others.

Storm
Continued from Page 1C

Fort Myers Beach felt the powerful effects of Hurricane Ian on Wednesday as the Category 4 monster roared
onto Southwest Florida’s shores. Rick Davis, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service, said Ian
would likely have more impacts than Charley (2004), Wilma (2005) and Irma (2017). ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

least five to seven days after the storm clears.
Rainfall totals across the Carolinas and southern

mid-Atlantic will be generally 3 to 6 inches between
Friday and Sunday.

Ian throws a wide swath of tropical 
storm force winds across the state

Due to the inner core of Ian degrading overnight,
top wind gusts in east Central Florida were in the 60
to 70 mph range as of Thursday morning.

Tropical storm-force winds with hurricane-force
gusts along the coast will continue north of Cape Ca-
naveral to the Jacksonville area and coastal Georgia
before winding down early Friday.

A broad area of tropical storm-force sustained
winds and potential hurricane-force gusts is likely
along the Carolina coast from Friday morning into
early Saturday. Tropical storm-force gusts will be felt
well inland in the Carolinas into Saturday morning.

Surge impacts in northeast Florida and coastal
Georgia remained a concern on Thursday, with the
NHC still calling for a 4- to 6-foot peak surge there
and 3 to 5 feet along the northern Saint Johns River.

Peak surge was likely in these areas late Thursday,
as Ian’s move back offshore and arcs toward South
Carolina will direct a strong onshore flow of tropical
storm-force winds toward Northeast Florida, includ-
ing the Jacksonville area.

The tornado threat from Ian into Saturday for
northeast Florida and the Carolinas is minimal.

Ian will eclipse Charley as one 
of the worst disasters in the state

In short, serious and significant impacts are con-
tinuing in Florida through Thursday, but should end
in the state and be replaced by fair weather for recov-
ery efforts by Friday.

Unfortunately, Ian has met or exceeded all or most
of the forecast benchmarks of wind, surge, rainfall
impacts laid out before landfall.

While Hurricanes Ian and Charley share a landfall
point, maximum wind speed and pressure, Ian’s larg-
er size and slower movement elevate its surge and
rainfall impacts well beyond Charley, both in abso-
lute maximum terms and geographical scope of im-
pacts.

Conversely, Ian’s maximum winds across east
Central Florida were thankfully lower than Charley’s.

Stay safeas Florida rides out the back side of one
of the very worst hurricane disasters, if not the abso-
lute worst, in our state’s history — time will tell. Keep
watching the skies.

Dr. Ryan Truchelut is co-founder and chief meteo-
rologist at WeatherTiger, a Tallahassee-based star-
tup providing advanced weather and climate analyt-
ics, consulting, and forecasting solutions to enter-
prises large and small. Get in touch at
ryan@weathertiger.com or follow along on Twitter
(@wx_tiger) or Facebook.

WeatherTiger
Continued from Page 1C
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STATESVILLE, North Carolina (Sept. 7, 2022) – 
Petty GMS is proud to announce a promising 
partnership with Sunseeker Resorts and Ty Dillon, 
which will be formally unveiled for the Hollywood 
Casino 400 race weekend at Kansas Speedway. 
Owned and operated by Allegiant Travel Company, 
Sunseeker Resorts aims at providing guests with a 
luxury getaway experience that is unmatched in the 
industry. 
 
 

 As a newly emerging brand and largest new-build resort in all of Florida, Sunseeker plans on making a 
big statement with their first resort set to open next year in Charlotte Harbor, Florida. 
 
Newly-appointed President & COO Micah Richins is pleased to partner with the most recent winning 
team in the NASCAR Cup Series. “We at Sunseeker Resorts couldn’t be more excited to build upon our 
relationship with Petty GMS by promoting our Charlotte Harbor resort on the racetrack,” says Richins. 
“When we first heard about this opportunity, our team jumped on it, because we feel that the traveling 
NASCAR fan base would find our resort as a top-notch experience when it comes to planning their next 
vacations. We look forward to hosting them, as well as many other guests, beginning next year.” 
 
Sunseeker Resorts will be hosting a highly anticipated grand opening celebration of their flagship resort 
when they open in late spring/summer of 2023. Highlights of the 22 waterfront acre luxury destination 
include plenty of options for fine dining, night life, poolside entertainment, retail stores, a hotel-guest 
only exclusive 18-hole golf course, and much, much more. The resort is located just ten minutes from 
Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), where guests will enjoy convenient access to and from their flights. Punta 
Gorda and the surrounding Florida airports service more than 60 nonstop Allegiant destinations 
throughout the United States. 
 
“I’m proud to represent Sunseeker Resorts on my No. 42 Chevy this weekend in Kansas. After learning 
about their big plans for a grand unveiling next year, I believe that their group along with their parent 
company of Allegiant has a lot of great synergy for the future. Having the opportunity to promote the 
Charlotte Harbor location on our race car will be a great way to help get the word out, and I’m certainly 
looking forward to spreading that message with our Petty GMS team!” exclaimed Dillon. 
 
Fans can watch the No. 42 Sunseeker Resorts Chevrolet make its on-track debut at Kansas Speedway on 
Sunday at 3:00 PM ET on the USA Network. For more news, coverage, and behind-the-scenes content, 
follow Petty GMS across Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok. 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is conveniently located at 4949 Tamiami Trail Charlotte Harbor, FL 
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33980 and is now accepting reservations for May 2023. For more information or to make a reservation at 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, visit www.sunseekerresorts.com or call (833) 909-5700. For the most 
up-to-date news and information, please follow the hotel on Instagram @sunseekerresorts. 
 
About Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor: 
 
Opening in 2023, Florida’s newest luxury resort located in Charlotte Harbor is the first resort property of 
Sunseeker Resorts, a wholly owned subsidiary of Allegiant Travel Company. Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor occupies over 22 waterfront acres with 785 guest rooms, including 189 Signature Sunsuites™. Set 
upon the Peace River and Florida Gulf Coast, this premier resort offers 20 original food and beverage 
concepts; including seven stand-alone restaurants, eleven bars and lounges, two poolside offerings and a 
25,000-square-foot multi-dining experience. Additional hotel amenities include a waterfront promenade, 
two unique rooftop and waterfront pool experiences, 60,000-square-feet of combined convention space, 
full-service spa and salon, a 7,100-square-foot state-of-the-art fitness center with four group exercise 
studios with specialty instructor lead classes, three retail and market shops, and an 18-hole championship 
level golf club exclusive to hotel guests only. The resort is conveniently located within a short drive of 
Punta Gorda, Fort Myers, Sarasota, St. Petersburg-Clearwater, and Tampa airports. For more information, 
visit www.sunseekerresorts.com. Follow us on Instagram: @sunseekerresorts and like us on Facebook: 
@sunseekerresorts. 
 
About Allegiant: 
 
Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, 
focused on connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 1999, 
Allegiant Air has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-
nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today, Allegiant’s fleet serves communities across the 
nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average domestic round trip ticket. For more 
information, visit us at Allegiant.com. 

https://speedwaymedia.com/2022/09/07/petty-gms-ty-dillon-to-promote-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-on-no-42-chevrolet/ 

 

 

www.sunseekerresorts.com%20
https://www.sunseekerresorts.com/
https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://speedwaymedia.com/2022/09/07/petty-gms-ty-dillon-to-promote-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-on-no-42-chevrolet/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor's note: This story has been updated 
 
Since 2013, TSA PreCheck has allowed users to avoid the sometimes-inevitable hassle of waiting in an 
airport security line, coupled with the annoying process of removing your shoes, laptop and other items 
from your carry-on bag. Thanks to a TSA PreCheck-only line, you don't have to worry about doing any of 
that, rather you simply load your luggage onto the carousel and pass through the old-style walk-through 
machines. For just a small fee of $85 for a five-year membership, TSA PreCheck allows preapproved, 
low-risk travelers to expedite their way through airport security at 200-plus U.S. airports. 
 
Ninety-five percent of PreCheck users waited less than five minutes to get through airport security in 
August, per data from the Transportation and Security Administration. But whether you can experience 
PreCheck in all its glory depends on the airport you are departing from and the airline you are flying. 
Currently, more than 200 U.S. airports and 85 domestic and foreign airlines participate in the program, 
which is outlined below. 
 
Before you book your next flight, consider enrolling in TSA PreCheck and remember that several credit 
cards cover the program application costs. Also, double-check this guide to verify your airport and airline 
both participate, before entering your Known Traveler Number at the time of booking, to ensure the green 
precheck symbol appears on your boarding pass. 
 
Which airports have TSA PreCheck? 



As of September 2022, TSA PreCheck is available at more than 256 U.S. airports. Given its scope, it's 
likely that TSA PreCheck will be available at the airport you are traveling from. 
 
Below is a full list, outlined by region and state: 

Northeast 

Pennsylvania: Altoona-Blair County Airport (AOO), Arnold Palmer Regional Airport (LBE), Bradford 
Regional Airport (BFD), DuBois Regional Airport (DUJ), Erie International Airport (ERI), Harrisburg 
International Airport (MDT), Johnstown-Cambria County Airport (JST), Lancaster Airport (LNS), 
Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), Philadelphia International Airport (PHL), Pittsburgh 
International Airport (PIT), University Park Airport (UNV), Wilkes-Barre/Scranton International Airport 
(AVP), Williamsport Regional Airport (IPT). 

New Jersey: Newark Liberty International Airport (EWR). 

Rhode Island: T. F. Green Airport (PVD). 

New York: Albany International Airport (ALB), Buffalo Niagara International Airport (BUF), Greater 
Rochester International Airport (ROC), John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK), LaGuardia Airport 
(LGA), Long Island MacArthur Airport (ISP), Stewart International Airport (SWF), Syracuse Hancock 
International Airport (SYR), Westchester County Airport (HPN). 

Connecticut: Bradley International Airport (BDL), Tweed New Haven Airport (HVN). 

Massachusetts: Boston Logan International Airport (BOS). 

Vermont: Burlington International Airport (BTV). 

New Hampshire: Manchester-Boston Regional Airport (MHT). 

Maine: Portland International Jetport (PWM). 

South 

Oklahoma: Lawton-Fort Sill Regional Airport (LAW), Tulsa International Airport (TUL), Will Rogers 
World Airport (OKC). 

Texas: Abilene Regional Airport (ABI), Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS), 
Brownsville/South Padre Island International Airport (BRO), Corpus Christi International Airport (CRP), 
Dallas Love Field Airport (DAL), Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport (DFW), East Texas Regional 
Airport (GGG), Easterwood Airport (CLL), El Paso International Airport (ELP), George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport (IAH), Jack Brooks Regional Airport (BPT), Killeen-Fort Hood Regional Airport 
(GRK), Lubbock Preston Smith International Airport (LBB), McAllen Miller International Airport 
(MFE), Midland International Air and Space Port (MAF), Rick Husband Amarillo International Airport 
(AMA), San Angelo Regional Airport (SJT), San Antonio International Airport (SAT), Tyler Pounds 
Regional Airport (TYR), Valley International Airport (HRL), Waco Regional Airport (ACT), Wichita 
Fall Municipal Airport (SPS), William P. Hobby Airport (HOU). 

Arkansas: Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT), Fort Smith Regional Airport (FSM), 
Jonesboro Municipal Airport (JBR), Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport (XNA), Texarkana Regional 
Airport (TXK). 

Louisiana: Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport (BTR), Lafayette Regional Airport (LFT), Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport (MSY), Shreveport Regional Airport (SHV). 



Mississippi: Golden Triangle Regional Airport (GTR), Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport (GPT), 
Hattiesburg-Laurel Regional Airport (PIB), Jackson-Medgar Wiley, Evers International Airport (JAN), 
Meridian Regional Airport (MEI). 

Alabama: Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport (BHM), Huntsville International Airport 
(HSV), Mobile Regional Airport (MOB), Montgomery Regional Airport (MGM), Northwest Alabama 
Regional Airport (MSL). 

Georgia: Augusta Regional Airport (AGS), Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL), 
Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV). 

Tennessee: McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS), Mckellar-Sipes Regional Airport (MKL), Memphis 
International Airport (MEM), Nashville International Airport (BNA), Tri-Cities Regional Airport (TRI). 

Kentucky: Blue Grass Airport (LEX), Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG), 
Louisville International Airport (SDF). 

South Carolina: Charleston International Airport (CHS), Columbia Metropolitan Airport (CAE), 
Florence Regional Airport (FLO), Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport (GSP), Hilton Head 
Island Airport (HXD), Myrtle Beach International Airport (MYR). 

Mid-Atlantic/Southeast 

Florida: Daytona Beach International Airport (DAB), Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport (VPS), Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL), Gainesville Regional Airport (GNV), Jacksonville 
International Airport (JAX), Key West International Airport (EYW), Miami International Airport (MIA), 
Miami Seaplane Base (MPB), Northeast Florida Regional Airport (SGJ), Northwest Florida Beaches 
International Airport (ECP), Orlando International Airport (MCO), Orlando Melbourne International 
Airport (MLB), Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB), Palm Beach International Airport (PBI), 
Pensacola International Airport (PNS), Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport (SRQ), Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW), St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport 
(PIE), Tallahassee International Airport (TLH), Tampa International Airport (TPA), Vero Beach Regional 
Airport (VRB). 

North Carolina: Asheville Regional Airport (AVL), Charlotte Douglas International Airport (CLT), 
Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO), Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU), Wilmington 
International Airport (ILM). 

Virginia: Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport (CHO), Lynchburg Regional Airport (LYH), Newport News 
Williamsburg International Airport (PHF), Norfolk International Airport (ORF), Richmond International 
Airport (RIC), Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport (ROA), Ronald Reagan Washington National 
Airport (DCA), Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport (SHD), Washington Dulles International Airport 
(IAD). 

West Virginia: Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Airport (PKB), Morgantown Municipal Airport (MGW), 
North Central West Virginia Airport (CKB), Raleigh County Memorial Airport (BKW), Yeager Airport 
(CRW). 

Maryland/Washington, D.C.:Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI). 

 



 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Midwest 

North Dakota: Bismarck Municipal Airport (BIS), Devils Lake Regional Airport (DVL), Dickinson 
Theodore Roosevelt Regional Airport (DIK), Grand Forks International Airport (GFK), Hector 
International Airport (FAR), Jamestown Regional Airport (JMS), Minot International Airport (MOT), 
Sloulin Field International Airport (ISN), Williston Basin International Airport (XWA). 

South Dakota: Aberdeen Regional Airport (ABR), Rapid City Regional Airport (RAP), Sioux Falls 
Regional Airport (FSD). 

Nebraska: Omaha Eppley Airfield (OMA). 

Kansas: Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport (ICT). 

Minnesota: Bemidji Regional Airport (BJI), Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport (BRD), Duluth 
International Airport (DLH), Falls International Airport (INL), Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport (MSP), Rochester International Airport (RST), Thief River Falls Regional Airport (TVF). 

Iowa: Des Moines International Airport (DSM), Southeast Iowa Regional Airport (BRL), The Eastern 
Iowa Airport (CID). 

Missouri: Kansas City International Airport (MCI), Springfield-Branson National Airport (SGF), St. 
Louis Lambert International Airport (STL). 

Wisconsin: Appleton International Airport (ATW), Central Wisconsin Airport (CWA), Chippewa Valley 
Regional Airport (EAU), Dane County Regional Airport (MSN), General Mitchell International Airport 
(MKE), Green Bay Austin Straubel International Airport (GRB), La Crosse Regional Airport (LSE), 
Rhinelander-Oneida County Airport (RHI). 

Illinois: Central Illinois Regional Airport (BMI), Chicago Midway International Airport (MDW), 
Chicago O'Hare International Airport (ORD), Chicago Rockford International Airport (RFD), General 
Wayne A. Downing Peoria International Airport (PIA), MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (BLV), Quad City 
International Airport (MLI), University of Illinois Willard Airport (CMI). 

Indiana: Evansville Regional Airport (EVV), Fort Wayne International Airport (FWA), Indianapolis 
International Airport (IND), South Bend International Airport (SBN). 

Michigan: Bishop International Airport (FNT), Capital Region International Airport (LAN), Cherry 
Capital Airport (TVC), Detroit Metropolitan Airport (DTW), Gerald R. Ford International Airport (GRR), 
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport (AZO), MBS International Airport (MBS). 



Ohio: Akron-Canton Airport (CAK), Cleveland Hopkins International Airport (CLE), Dayton 
International Airport (DAY), John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH), Rickenbacker 
International Airport (LCK). 

Western United States 

Washington: Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA), Spokane International Airport (GEG), Tri-
Cities Airport (PSC). 

Oregon: Portland International Airport (PDX), Eugene Airport (EUG), Redmond Municipal Airport-
Roberts Field (RDM), Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport (MFR). 

California: Arcata-Eureka Airport (ACV), Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport (STS), Fresno 
Yosemite International Airport (FAT), Hollywood Burbank Airport (BUR), John Wayne Airport (SNA), 
Long Beach Airport (LGB), Los Angeles International Airport (LAX), Mineta San Jose International 
Airport (SJC), Oakland International Airport (OAK), Ontario International Airport (ONT), Palm Springs 
International Airport (PSP), Redding Municipal Airport (RDD), Sacramento International Airport (SMF), 
San Diego International Airport (SAN), San Francisco International Airport (SFO), Santa Barbara 
Municipal Airport (SBA). 

Arizona: Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX), Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA), 
Tucson International Airport (TUS). 

Idaho: Boise Airport (BOI). 

Nevada: Harry Reid International Airport (LAS), Reno-Tahoe International Airport (RNO). 

Utah: Ogden-Hinckley Airport (OGD), Saint George Regional Airport (SGU), Salt Lake City 
International Airport (SLC). 

Montana: Billings Logan International Airport (BIL), Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport 
(BZN), Glacier Park International Airport (GPI), Missoula International Airport (MSO). 

Wyoming: Jackson Hole Airport (JAC). 

Colorado: Aspen Pitkin County Airport (ASE), Colorado Springs Airport (COS), Cortez Municipal 
Airport (CEZ), Denver International Airport (DEN), Durango-La Plata, County Airport (DRO), Eagle 
County Regional Airport (EGE), Grand Junction Regional Airport (GJT), Gunnison-Crested Butte 
Regional Airport (GUC), Montrose Regional Airport (MTJ), Northern Colorado Regional Airport (FNL), 
Pueblo Memorial Airport (PUB), San Luis Valley Regional Airport (ALS), Yampa Valley Regional 
Airport (HDN). 

New Mexico: Albuquerque International Sunport Airport (ABQ), Santa Fe Regional Airport (SAF). 

Alaska/Hawaii 

Alaska: Fairbanks International Airport (FAI), Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport (ANC). 

Hawaii: Hilo International Airport (ITO), Honolulu Daniel K. Inouye International Airport (HNL), 
Kahului Airport (OGG), Kona International Airport (KOA), Lihue Airport (LIH). 

 
 



 
Which airlines have TSA PreCheck? 
Although the airport you are traveling through may offer a TSA PreCheck line, 
you must also ensure that the airline you are traveling on participates in the 
program. For example, I could not use TSA PreCheck when flying from LAX 
to Paris's Orly Airport (ORY) in the spring because the airline I flew, French 
Bee, is not one of the 83 airlines offering TSA PreCheck for its passengers. 
 
 If you are flying from the below list of domestic and international carriers, 
don't forget to enter your Known Traveler Number when booking your 
reservation to ensure the green TSA Pre Check checkmark shows up on your 
boarding pass. 
 
Most major carriers, domestic and foreign, participate and some smaller airlines 
you may have never heard of. Although some low-cost airlines, such as Breeze 
and Spirit offer TSA PreCheck, others, like French Bee and Play do not. 
 
Here are the 81 airlines currently offering TSA PreCheck: 
 
Advanced Air. 

Aerolane Lineas Aereas Nacionales del Ecuador. 

Aeromexico. 

Air Canada. 

Air Choice One. 

Air France. 

Air India. 

Air Serbia. 

Alaska Airlines. 

All Nippon Airways. 

Allegiant Air. 

American Airlines. 

Aruba Airlines. 

Asiana Airlines. 

Austrian Airlines. 

Avelo Airlines. 

Avianca. 

Azul. 



Boutique Airlines. 
 
Breeze Airways. 

British Airways. 

Brussels Airlines. 

Cape Air. 

Cathay Pacific. 

China Airlines. 

Condor. 

Contour Aviation. 

Copa Airlines. 

Delta Air Lines. 

Eastern Airlines. 

Edelweiss Air. 

El Al. 

Elite Airways. 

Emirates. 

Etihad Airways. 

Eurowings Discover. 

EVA Air. 

Finnair. 

Flycana. 

Frontier Airlines. 

Global Crossing Airlines. 

Hawaiian Airlines. 

Icelandair. 

InterCaribbean Airways. 

Japan Airlines. 

JetBlue Airways. 

Key Lime Air. 

KLM. 



Korean Air. 
 
LATAM. 

Lufthansa. 

Norwegian Air. 

Omni Air International. 

PAL Express. 

Philippine Airlines. 

Porter Airlines. 

Qantas. 

Qatar Airways. 

Scandinavian Airlines. 

Seaborne Airlines. 

Silver Airways. 

Singapore Airlines. 

Southern Airways Express. 

Southwest Airlines. 

Spirit Airlines. 

Sun Country Airlines. 

Sunclass. 

Sunwing Airlines. 

Swift Air. 

Swiss International Air Lines. 

Swoop. 

TAP Air Portugal. 

Turkish Airlines. 

Ultimate Jet Charters. 

United Airlines. 

Virgin Atlantic. 

Viva Air Colombia. 

VivaAerobus. 



Volaris. 
 
WestJet. 

World Atlantic. 

Bottom line 
Remember, TSA PreCheck is only helpful at domestic airports throughout the U.S. since it allows 
members expedited entry through TSA Security. 
 
Even so, the $85 investment for new members every five years, and $70 for renewals thereafter, is well 
worth it, given that you can use TSA PreCheck at more than 250 airports when flying with any of more 
than 80 airlines. 
 
Be sure to reference this guide for any updates on where you can use TSA PreCheck. 

 
https://thepointsguy.com/guide/tsa-precheck-guide/ 

 

https://thepointsguy.com/guide/tsa-precheck-guide/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
For many, their pre-flight checklist includes making sure they have liquids in the right sized container and 
googling what you can and can’t bring on a plane, per Transportation Security Administration rules. 

However, many people in the past year appear to have disregarded these rules regarding firearms, 
according to a Thursday press release from the agency. Firearm interception incidents have been 
particularly prevalent in Florida, where 581 guns have been confiscated since Jan. 1. 

“Each gun presents a danger,” said TSA spokesperson Sari Koshetz. “Any incident could have tragic 
results.” 

Firearms must be unloaded and locked in a hard-sided container as checked baggage only, according to 
TSA guidelines. 

TSA officers have already intercepted seven firearms this month at Orlando International Airport, 
bringing the year-to-date total at that airport to 107. Another 12 guns confiscated this month at Ft. 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport bring the total there to 104, 14 at Tampa International bring 
the total there to 83, six at Miami International bring the total there to 67 and two at Jacksonville 
International Airport, bring the total there to 47. 

Even more guns were found at Daytona Beach International, Southwest Florida International, Palm Beach 
International, Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport, Pensacola International, Tallahassee International, 
Gainesville Regional Airport, and Punta Gorda Airport this month. 

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/whatcanibring/all
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/09/22/dangerous-trend-continues-passengers-bring-guns-tsa-checkpoints
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/transporting-firearms-and-ammunition
https://www.tsa.gov/travel/transporting-firearms-and-ammunition
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According to the TSA, nearly every one of the guns confiscated in the state was loaded and most had 
ammunition chambered. 

Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood International, Tampa International and Orlando International typically have 
some of the highest firearm confiscation rates annually. While Florida accounts for many of the gun 
confiscation cases this year, it is by no means the only state with the issue. 

This ominous trend continues across the country,” said Koshetz. 

During the 10-day period ending Thursday, the TSA issued press releases about gun interception 
incidents in: Richmond, Va.; Des Moines, Iowa; Boston, Mass.; Roanoke, Va.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; White 
Plaines, N.Y.; Norfolk, Va.; Arlington, Va., and Windsor Locks, Conn. Just Tuesday, TSA officers 
detected a firearm in a man’s laptop bag during a security screening at Bradley international Airport in 
Windsor Locks. 

“TSA immediately notified Connecticut State Police (CSP),” the agency said. “During a search of the 
bag, CSP discovered a loaded .9mm firearm with a chambered round. After questioning, CSP arrested the 
Connecticut resident for carrying a firearm without a permit.” 

Passengers who bring improperly packed guns to airports face civil penalties up to $13,910 regardless of 
arrest. Members of a TSA PreCheck program for gun owners could also lose those privileges if they 
disregard TSA safety precautions for firearms. 

“Every passenger should know exactly where their gun is before they enter the airport and make sure that 
it is not in a backpack, purse, suitcase or any carry-on that you plan to bring into the security checkpoint,” 
Koshetz said. 

https://www.audacy.com/krld/news/national/tsa-a-record-number-of-guns-are-showing-up-at-airports 

 

https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/09/21/tsa-stops-loaded-firearm-entering-plane-bradley-international
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2022/09/21/tsa-stops-loaded-firearm-entering-plane-bradley-international
https://www.audacy.com/krld/news/national/how-law-enforcement-could-be-affected-by-gun-reform-bills
https://www.audacy.com/krld/news/national/tsa-a-record-number-of-guns-are-showing-up-at-airports


 

Airlines and airports across the Sunshine State are instituting operational contingency plans in 
preparation for Hurricane Ian. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Hurricane Ian – a category 3 major hurricane – was slowly heading toward Florida 
after making landfall in western Cuba earlier in the day. Throughout the day, models were trending south 
and east with the storm, and a direct strike on the Tampa Bay area was not as sure as it was a day ago.  

Whether or not Ian makes landfall in the Tampa Bay area or closer to Naples on Florida’s southwest Gulf 
coast, the impact on commerce and infrastructure will be “devastating to catastrophic,” according to the 
National Weather Service office in Tampa.  

Ian is expected to make landfall between Tampa and Fort Myers sometime Wednesday afternoon or 
evening.  



Hurricane Ian Airport Closures  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
In advance of the storm, many airports throughout south and central Florida have suspended – or will 
suspend – operations for the duration of Ian’s rampage. Once it is safe to do so, officials will assess the 
damage and open airports only when it is safe to do so.  

Gulf Coast 
 
Tampa International Airport (TPA): Suspended operations at 1700 Tuesday. The airport is closed to all 
passengers and visitors. Some essential employees will remain on-site throughout the storm, according to 
the airport’s Twitter account @flytpa.  

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE): Suspended operations at 1300 Tuesday. PIE is in a 
mandatory evacuation zone and will remain closed until the evacuation order ends. The airport will 
provide updates via @iflypie on Twitter.  

Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ): Operations were suspended as of 1800 Tuesday. 
The airport will be closed to the public beginning at 2000 Tuesday. The airport will provide updates via 
@SRQAirport on Twitter.  

Punta Gorda Airport (PGD): Airport officials say they plan to remain open “as long as operations are 
safe.” Aircraft and tower operations will be suspended if sustained winds greater than 45mph are 
observed. At present, only Allegiant Airlines serves PGD. Allegiant’s last outbound flight departed 
Tuesday at 1320. The carrier has canceled all flights for Wednesday, 28 September, and Thursday, 29 
September. The airport will continue to provide updates via its website, flypgd.com.  

Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW): Operations will be suspended at 2100 Tuesday 
evening. The airport will also close at that time. Airport officials will provide updates via its Facebook 
page.  

Key West International Airport (EYW): The 
airport was closed on Tuesday and has not 
provided an update for operations on Wednesday, 
28 September. As of late Tuesday afternoon, 
EYW is experiencing tropical storm force winds 
as Ian passes to the west. Once the storm passes, 
the airport will provide updates through its 
website, eyw.com. 

https://twitter.com/FlyTPA/status/1574867985516339226
https://twitter.com/iflypie/status/1574481277687939078
https://twitter.com/SRQAirport
https://www.flypgd.com/sept-2022/?fbclid=IwAR05o4GvdPDJmC4ebHYuQQe8LAtZfJfBPMPhXzjQfhHeyt9g7zZbgpU4KHM
https://www.facebook.com/flyRSW
https://www.facebook.com/flyRSW
https://eyw.com/
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Central Florida 

Orlando International Airport (MCO): All operations will cease beginning Wednesday, 28 September, 
at 1030. Updates will be provided via @mco on Twitter.  

Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB): All operations were suspended at 1700 Tuesday. 
Additionally, all flights are canceled through at least Friday morning, 30 September. The airport will 
provide updates via @FlySanford on Facebook.  

Melbourne Orlando International Airport (MLB): Operations will cease beginning at 1400 on 
Wednesday, 28 September. MLB officials say they will reopen as quickly as possible once the storm 
passes and conditions are safe enough. Updates will be provided via @FlyMLB on Twitter.  

Daytona Beach International Airport (DAB): As of 1645 on Tuesday, 27 September, normal 
operations continue at DAB. However, American Airlines preemptively canceled the remaining arrivals 
on Tuesday evening, all flights on Wednesday, 28 September, and the first outbound departure on 
Thursday, 29 September. Updates will be provided via @FlyDAB on Twitter.  

Elsewhere in Florida 

As of Tuesday evening, normal operations continue at Miami International Airport (MIA), Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL), Palm Beach International Airport (PBI), and 
Jacksonville International Airport (JAX). However, each airport notes that individual airlines may decide 
to cancel flights even if the airports remain open.  

Most airlines have announced weather waivers for 
anyone traveling into or out of Florida throughout 
the next few days.  Some airlines, such as 
Southwest, have even extended travel waivers 
through Sunday, 2 October for cities like 
Charleston, SC (CHS) and Savannah, GA (SAV) as 
the remnants of Ian move through the southeastern 
United States.   

NASA officials on Tuesday also made the decision 
to roll back the Artemis-1 moon rocket to the 
Vehicular Assembly Building (VAB) at Kennedy 
Space Center ahead of Hurricane Ian.  
 
https://avgeekery.com/hurricane-ian-disrupts-florida-aviation/ 

https://twitter.com/mco
https://www.facebook.com/FlySanford/
https://twitter.com/FlyMLB
https://twitter.com/flydab
https://www.southwest.com/html/advisories/swa_travel_advisory_20228231663963365231.html
https://avgeekery.com/artemis-1-being-rolled-back-as-florida-braces-for-hurricane-ian/
https://avgeekery.com/hurricane-ian-disrupts-florida-aviation/


  

 

  

 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.  — Tuesday, Governor Ron DeSantis gave updates on Hurricane Ian at both the 
State Emergency Operations Center and Sarasota County Emergency Management.  

Mandatory Evacuation Orders have been issued for coastal communities, mobile homes and low-lying 
areas in Charlotte, Citrus, Collier, Hernando, Hillsborough, Lee, Levy, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Putnam 
and Sarasota.  

DeSantis' office also released the following response efforts:  

Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) 

• FDEM has activated the State Assistance Information Line (SAIL) to provide an additional 
resource for Floridians to receive up-to-date information regarding Hurricane Ian. Residents and 
visitors can call this toll-free hotline at 1-800-342-3557. 

• FDEM Liaisons are being identified and deployed to counties to provide on-site response 
assistance and to conduct damage assessments after the storm. 

• At the direction of FDEM Director and State Coordinating Officer Kevin Guthrie, an Incident 
Management Team (IMT) from Ohio is en route to Florida to ensure additional support for 
response and recovery efforts after the storm. 

• FDEM is deploying several hundred shelter support staff to address staffing needs in counties that 
have opened their Special Needs hurricane shelters. 



• FDEM is leading the State Emergency Response Team (SERT) for the Hurricane Ian response, 
with more than 350 SERT members staffing the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC). 

• The Division has received more than 600 resource requests for Hurricane Ian and fulfilled 495. 
Requests are currently being processed and are either en route or being mobilized. This includes 
the coordination of resources such as: trucks of food and water, generators and water pumps. 

o 160 truckloads (85 loads of water and 75 loads of MREs) are ready to deploy, with some 
of this supply already en route to Hillsborough and Pinellas counties. 

o Several hundred generators and pumps, in addition to debris equipment, have been staged 
for response and recovery efforts. 

o 100,000 tarps to protect homes and allow more residents to stay at home rather than in a 
public shelter. 

• Five Florida Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Teams are activated, and will be prepared to 
deploy to impacted areas. Federal USAR Teams from Virginia, Texas and Indiana stand ready to 
assist in response and recovery efforts, and a federal USAR Team from Ohio is currently 
mobilizing. 

o FDEM is currently coordinating the provision of meals for first responders staged in 
Orange County. 

• FDEM has begun setting up a Logistical Staging Area in Polk County and is identifying potential 
additional staging areas and points of distribution to ensure food and water are readily available if 
counties request it. 

• FDEM has loaded 360 trailers with over 2 million meals and over one million gallons of water in 
preparation for distribution to impacted areas. 

• FDEM is in constant communication with all 67 county emergency management offices and state 
agencies to coordinate protective actions and needed resources ahead of potential storm impacts. 

• FDEM is coordinating with utilities to ensure crews are prepared to respond and restore power. 
Utility providers have more than 30,000 linemen staged and prepared for power restoration 
efforts. 

Florida National Guard 

• Following Governor DeSantis’ authorization, a total of 5,000 Florida Guardsmen are being 
activated to State Active Duty and pre-positioned at armories across the state for Tropical Storm 
Ian response operations. 2,000 Guardsmen from Tennessee, Georgia and North Carolina are also 
being activated to assist. 

• In addition, the Florida Guard has mobilized and is on standby with five Route Clearance Teams 
and Aviation assets. 

• The Florida National Guard is well-equipped, with assets including high-wheeled vehicles, 
helicopters, boats, generators and more. 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) 

• In advance of Hurricane Ian, FDLE regional support and logistics teams throughout the state are 
preparing to deploy personnel and equipment for a ready response to the aftermath of the storm. 
FDLE has started pre-staging equipment and mobile command posts at strategic locations. Teams 
with chainsaws, tarps, and other supplies are assembling. 

Florida Department of Health (DOH) 

• The Department and Agency for Health Care Administration have initiated Patient Movement 
Mission to support medical transport and evacuations of health care facilities. 



o This mission is evacuating 15 hospitals in areas of anticipated landfall. The Department 
continues to assess and support any additional necessary evacuations. 

o This mission also supports the evacuation of over 100 health care facilities. 
• Nearly 400 ambulances, paratransit busses, and support vehicles are responding to areas of 

anticipated landfall. 
• The Department has prepared for Special Needs Shelter operations to begin in areas of anticipated 

landfall. A press release has been deployed statewide for additional information on special needs 
shelters. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed Emergency Order 22-001 waiving statutory procurement 
requirements to ensure the Department is able to deploy necessary action due to Hurricane Ian. 
This can be found here. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency for 
Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any necessary 
health and safety actions. 

• The Department has coordinated with the Office of Insurance Regulation to distribute an alert 
regarding permitted early prescription refills during a State of Emergency. This alert was sent 
to health insurers, managed care organizations, health entities, and licensed health care providers. 
The alert can be found here. 

• The Department has coordinated with Federal partners to support the deployment of nearly 100 
individuals through various health and medical teams. These teams stand ready in Orlando, 
Atlanta, and Warner Robbins Air Force Base in Georgia. 

• The Florida Department of Health (Department) continues to coordinate across 67 county health 
departments on any necessary preparation resources, in coordination with county emergency 
managers. 

Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) 

• AHCA has activated reporting in the Health Facility Reporting System (HFRS) and is requesting 
all health care providers report their census, available beds, evacuation status and generator status 
information. This information allows AHCA to assist health care providers in transferring 
patients if needed and ensure health care providers in impacted areas have the necessary resources 
and adequate power. 

• Patient Movement Mission (DOH 4052) is activated. This mission is a combined by AHCA, 
along with FHA, FHCA, LeadingAge, Florida Senior Living and Florida Assisted Living 
Associations. 

• The Agency sent a Medicaid Provider Alert outlining Key Medicaid Information for Fee-For-
Service and Managed Care Providers during Hurricane Ian, this can be found here. 

• AHCA has activated the Emergency Patient Look-Up System (E-PLUS).  Special needs shelters 
for 16 counties are able to utilize the system to retrieve patient medical records. E-PLUS is also 
available to assist medical providers and emergency response personnel with locating missing or 
displaced persons after the storm. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency for 
Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any necessary 
health and safety actions, this can be found here. 

• 80.13% of all facilities have reported into the Health Facility Reporting System. 
• AHCA has completed 296 onsite visits in Nursing Homes and ALFs that were previously 

identified as out of compliance with generator requirements. 
• AHCA is working to identify Home Medical Equipment providers that can assist with supplying 

oxygen supplies to Special Needs Shelters. 
• The Agency will be partnering with Florida Health Care Association and Florida Hospital 

Association to initiate statewide calls with long term care facilities and hospitals. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/gigo5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/waho5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/c3ho5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/svio5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/8njo5bb


• As of today, 100% of operating long-term care facilities have a generator on-site. The Generator 
Status Map for long-term care facilities is available here. 

Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) 

• APD hosted a virtual meeting with its partner associations to update them on storm activities and 
to offer assistance, if needed. 

• APD Regions have reached out to 2,135 group homes to ensure there are no unmet needs. 
• In APD’s Suncoast Region, more than 50 group homes are in mandatory Evacuation Zones have 

enacted their Emergency Preparedness plans and are evacuating. 

Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) 

• Early Learning Coalitions have closed in the following counties: Hardee, DeSoto, Highlands, 
Charlotte, Hillsborough, Lee, Collier, Hendry, Glades, Manatee, Pasco, Hernando, Pinellas, Polk, 
and Sarasota. 

o DCF has been working with contracted partners, including, Managing Entities, 
Community Based Care lead agencies, and child care providers to ensure Florida’s 
communities remain apprised of all storm updates and are making preparations for 
potential impacts. 

o DCF is also ensuring all Mental Health Treatment Facilities and methadone treatment 
programs are prepared for the storm. 

• DCF’s federal waiver request to release SNAP benefits early in preparation for Hurricane Ian was 
approved, and food assistance benefits will be released earlier than scheduled to Floridians that 
may be impacted by Hurricane Ian. More information here: ACCESS Florida – Florida 
Department of Children and Families (myflfamilies.com) 

Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) 

• DOEA service providers around the state are in progress or have completed check-in and 
informational calls to their senior clients. 

• Area Agencies on Aging that are expected to be impacted by Hurricane Ian have been distributing 
shelf-stable meals to their home delivery meal clients. 

• Area Agencies on Aging in the affected areas are coordinating with other agencies to answer 
local Elder Helpline calls during power outages (1-800-96-ELDER). 

Florida Department of Veterans Affairs (FDVA) 

• Veterans enrolled in VA Health Care in need of routine or urgent care services in the projected 
path of the storm can contact VA Health Connect, also known as the VISN 8 Clinical Contact 
Center, at 1-877-741-3400. 

• The Bay Pines VA Healthcare System will close the following locations for in person and 
procedure appointments: 

o C.W. Bill Young VA Medical Center: Monday, September 26 through Thursday, Sept. 
29. This closure extends to the Emergency Department. 

o North Pinellas and St. Petersburg VA Clinics: Wednesday, Sept. 28 and Thursday, 
September 29. 

o Sarasota, Bradenton, and Port Charlotte VA Clinics: Wednesday, September 28. 

Florida Department of Education (DOE) 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/ogko5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/48ko5bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/48ko5bb


• Commissioner Manny Diaz, Jr. communicated to all Superintendents and College Presidents that 
the DOE stands ready to assist if needed before, during, and after the storm. 

• The Florida Department of Education is consistently updating their website with school district 
closures, as well as State University System and Florida College System Closures. 

• As of 4 p.m. closures have been announced in 56 school districts, 23 Florida College System 
institutions and 10 State Universities. For a full list of closures, visit fldoe.org/storminfo. 

State University System of Florida 

• Florida Gulf Coast University:  classes canceled Tuesday-Friday 
• University of North Florida:  classes canceled Wednesday-Friday 
• Florida International University:  classes canceled 5 pm Tuesday-Wednesday 
• Florida Atlantic University:  classes canceled 5 pm Tuesday-Wednesday 

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 

Tolls 

• Tolls have now been suspended on roadways in Central Florida. The complete list of toll facilities 
include: 

1. SR 91 Turnpike Mainline from Osceola Parkway (MP249) north to I-75 
2. SR 417 – Southern Connector Extension, Central Florida Greeneway and Seminole Expressway 
3. SR429 – Western Beltway 
4. SR429 – Wekiva Parkway 
5. SR408 – Holland East-West Expressway 
6. SR528 – Beachline Expressway 
7. SR414 – John Land Apopka Expressway 
8. SR538 – Poinciana Parkway 
9. SR453 
10. SR551 – Goldenrod Road Extension 
11. I-4 Express 
12. Garcon Point Bridge in Santa Rosa County 
13. Spence Parkway and Mid-Bay Bridge in Okaloosa County 
14. Polk Parkway in Polk County 
15. Suncoast Parkway in Pasco, Hernando, and Citrus County 
16. Veterans Expressway, the I-4 Connector, and the Selmon Expressway in Hillsborough County 
17. Pinellas Bayway and Sunshine Skyway Bridge in Pinellas County 
18. Alligator Alley in Collier and Broward Counties 

Updated toll suspension information, including those west coast roadways whose tolls have already been 
suspended, can be found at fdot.gov/IanTollSuspension 

Emergency Shoulder Use 

• Emergency Shoulder Use (ESU) has been implemented on the I-4 corridor to move people east. 
ESU is allowing motorists to use the left shoulder of I-4 from U.S. 41 to S.R. 417.  The extra lane 
of travel adds capacity to move higher volumes of traffic and helps to increase traffic flow. 

• A major benefit of ESU is that it keeps both directions of travel open. This allows us to get people 
out of the area, but still keep supplies and resources coming in. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/wyvzmj/8z0tiag/k1lo5bb
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• The endpoint of the ESU has been strategically determined given the access to other major 
connections such as S.R. 429 and S.R. 417 or continue on I-4 in the regular lanes. 

Ports: 

All ports currently have adequate fuel supplies and are staging appropriate measures to be well-positioned 
after the storm in order to quickly reinstate operations and keep fuel supplies moving. 

• Ports that are currently closed: Port Tampa Bay, Port of St. Petersburg Seaport Manatee, Port of 
Fort Pierce, Port of Palm Beach, and Port of Key West 

• Ports that are open while preparing for storm impacts: Port Everglades, PortMiami, Port 
Fernandina, JAXPORT (closure expected Wednesday) Port Canaveral (closure at midnight 
Tuesday) Port of Pensacola (with restrictions), Port Panama City, and Port St. Joe 

Airports: 

Current status is listed below. While some facilities have scheduled closures, individual airlines may 
decide to cease flights earlier than that. 

• Tampa International Airport will suspend operations at 5pm Tues Sept 27 
• St.Pete/Clearwater International Airport will close at 2pm Tues Sept 27 
• Sarasota Bradenton International Airport- Airport will close 8pm local Tuesday Sept. 27 through 

8pm Thursday Sept. 29 
• Southwest Florida International Airport – All flight operations are cancelled at Southwest Florida 

International Airport for Wednesday, Sept.       28. Many flights have also been cancelled for 
Thursday. 

• Tallahassee International Airport- Currently open and continuing storm preparations 
• Pensacola International Airport- Currently open and continuing storm preparations 
• Punta Gorda Airport- Currently open and continuing storm preparations 
• Orlando International Airport- Closing Wednesday, September 28 at 10:30 am 
• Orlando Sanford International Airport- Passenger terminal closing at 5pm. Airport Facility 

closing at 11PM. Flights on Wednesday and Thursday are cancelled 

Transit and Rail 

• HART suspending transit service in Zones A and B at 9 p.m. tonight, September 27 
• HART, Pasco, and LeeTRAN suspended fares 
• Transit agencies focused on life-sustaining trips 
• Amtrak service cancelled south of Jax September 27-29 
• Regional Rail (Florida Central, Florida Midland, Florida Northern and Port Manatee Railroads) 

will shut down operations beginning today, September 27 at midnight. 

Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (FLHSMV) 

• The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting FDOT with limited Emergency Shoulder Use on 
Interstate 4 from the 3-mile marker in Hillsborough County to the 63-mile marker in Osceola 
County to increase traffic capacity for evacuating motorists. 

o FHP has deployed an unmanned aerial vehicle team to augment traffic monitoring and 
traffic control for limited Emergency Shoulder Use. 
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o FHP reminds motorists to only use the shoulder when directed by law enforcement and
highway signs and to use extreme caution when driving on the shoulder.

• FHP personnel, along with local first responders, continue to assist in evacuation efforts,
including door-to-door notification of Cedar Key residents.

• More than 1,700 sworn FHP members are ready to assist with enhanced evacuation and response
efforts.

• FHP is activating 12-hour Alpha, Bravo shifts for approximately 340 Troopers in Troop C
(Tampa) and Troop F (Sarasota), Troop B (Gainesville) in response to Hurricane Ian.

• FHP has deployed troopers along major roadways to assist with traffic control and evacuation
efforts.

• FHP has placed 330 Quick Reactionary Force troopers on standby, ready to move into affected
areas quickly to provide immediate relief.

• FHP has strategically staged its fixed-wing aircraft to monitor traffic routes and to aid search and
rescue and damage assessment efforts.

• FHP has placed its unmanned aerial vehicle teams on standby to assist in search and rescue and
damage assessment efforts.

• FHP Regional Communications Centers are preparing to perform take-over services for other
impacted FHP dispatch centers to ensure all state law enforcement officers continue to receive
dispatch services.

• FHP is providing liaisons to affected county emergency operations centers.
• FHP encourages evacuating motorists to report disabled vehicles or dangerous driving conditions

to *FHP (*347).
• FLHSMV driver license and motor vehicle service center closures can be found here.
• FLHSMV has issued Emergency Order 092422, which:

 

o Waives specific requirements for commercial motor vehicles providing emergency relief;
and

o Waives the replacement fees for driver’s license and identification credentials, vehicle
registrations and titles, vessel registrations and titles and temporary parking permits for
impacted individuals.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

• 15 FWC Special Operations Group officers from the Northwest Region are enroute to Orlando to
rendezvous with Urban Search and Rescue Teams for pre-landfall briefings and preparation for
insertion into the affected area following Hurricane Ian’s passing.

• Response teams from areas anticipated to be minimally affected by Hurricane Ian have been
identified and are readying for deployment.

• Officers are preparing a variety of specialized equipment, including shallow draft boats, larger
platform vessels, ATVs, airboats, and four-wheel drive vehicles to use in the response, and will
likely stage Wednesday in safe locations, for immediate post-storm insertion. These assets do not
include local FWC officers in potentially affected areas.

• FWC Aviation Section has readied all appropriate aircraft for deployment for EOC aerial
assistance, reconnaissance, and post-storm damage assessments.

• FWC is directing the public to myfwc.com/notices/ for information about wildlife management
areas, fish management areas, shooting ranges and FWC office closures due to the forecasted
effects of Hurricane Ian.

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) 
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• DEO has activated the private sector hotline at 850-815-4925 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Eastern Time. Inquiries may also be emailed to ESF18@em.myflorida.com.

• DEO hosts an Emergency Support Function (ESF) 18 private-sector call each day at 1:30 p.m.,
Eastern Time, at 888-585-9008. The participant code to join the call is 753 329 128.

• DEO is working with its private-sector partners to provide updates on FloridaDisaster.biz related
to supply chain concerns, inventory storages of emergency supplies, and general concerns and
priorities of the business community.

• Partners including Walmart and Publix have indicated that they are constantly bringing additional
supplies into the state to restock inventory.

• DEO is updating www.FloridaDisaster.biz with real-time information for business owners to
prepare their businesses, families, and employees for Hurricane Ian.

• Private-sector partner, Uber, is offering round-trip rides to and from Southwest Florida shelter
locations in Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee, Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota, and Pasco counties listed
at www.FloridaDisaster.org. Riders can enter promotional code IANRELIEF in the app to redeem
a free round-trip up to $30 each way. Rides must be requested to or from any state-approved
evacuation shelter in Florida.

• Homeowner Assistance Fund in-person Customer Assistance Centers closed today, September
27, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. Applicants in need of assistance may contact the HAF Customer
Assistance Center at 833-987-8997.

• DEO is working with business, industry, and economic development partners to distribute
informative flyers about disaster preparation, response, and recovery.

• DEO has alerted the statewide Community Action Agency (CAA) Network to initiate disaster
preparedness activities following the Emergency Order.

• DEO will release $1.4 million in Low Income Home Energy Assistant Program (LIHEAP) set-
aside emergency funding for use by LIHEAP providers across the state to support preparedness
activities.

• DEO’s Rebuild Florida team is mobilizing construction teams to secure construction sites on in-
progress Hurricane Michael and Hurricane Irma construction projects.

• DEO is preparing to administer the Disaster Unemployment Assistance Program.
• DEO is working with the Local Workforce Development Boards in the impacted areas to

administer the Dislocated Worker Grant Program and provide mobile services, if required, as well
as monitor office closures.

• Career centers in the following counties may experience temporary closures following county
closure announcements:

 

o CareerSource Northeast Florida
o CareerSource North Central Florida
o CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion
o CareerSource Flagler Volusia
o CareerSource Central Florida
o CareerSource Brevard
o CareerSource Pinellas
o CareerSource Tampa Bay
o CareerSource Pasco Hernando
o CareerSource Polk
o CareerSource Suncoast
o CareerSource Research Coast
o CareerSource Palm Beach County
o CareerSource Southwest Florida

mailto:ESF18@em.myflorida.com
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VISIT FLORIDA 

• VISIT FLORIDA has activated its Emergency Accommodations Module on Expedia to provide 
real-time hotel availability and lodging resources for impacted Floridians and visitors. 

Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) 

• Florida Housing has ensured that all current listings are up to date in the event that families need 
to quickly relocate at www.FloridaHousingSearch.org. 

• Each SHIP office has an adopted disaster strategy that allows for assistance in the immediate 
aftermath of a declared disaster. Strategies may include temporary relocation and rental 
assistance, debris removal and short-term repairs to prevent further damage to the structure or to 
allow for occupancy until further repairs are made. 

Florida Lottery  

• The Lottery’s Orlando District Office will be closed to employees and the public beginning 
Wednesday, September 28 until further notice. 

• The Lottery’s Tampa and Fort Myers District Offices remain closed to employees and the public 
until further notice. 

• Players are encouraged to visit www.flalottery.com for the most up-to-date information regarding 
Lottery office closures. 

Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) 

• DBPR has published an emergency page at http://myfloridalicense.com/emergency for the current 
status of DBPR office locations, executive orders, board meeting updates, and other resources 
related to Hurricane Ian. 

• DBPR’s Division of Drugs, Devices and Cosmetics is coordinating with wholesale distributors of 
prescription drugs and medical gases to provide information and support relating to exceptions 
for the emergency distribution of these critical supplies where needed. 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

• National Estuarine Research Reserve and Aquatic Preserve closures can be found 
at https://floridadep.gov/rcp/aquatic-preserve. 

• Following the issuance of the Governor’s Executive Order, DEP issued an Emergency Final 
Order waiving permitting requirements for the storage and processing of solid waste, including 
storm debris. 

• DEP has also issued an Emergency Final Order to expedite necessary repair, replacement and 
restoration of structures, equipment, surface water management systems, works and other systems 
damaged by the storm. 

• Inspectors completed pre-storm beach surveys in all shoreline counties. 
• Hazardous Area Response Teams are preparing for potential assessment and deployment to 

impacted areas. 
• All significant Hazardous Waste facilities within the affected counties have been contacted to 

ensure all pre-storm landfall preparations are being made. 
• Florida state park closures can be found at www.floridastateparks.org/StormUpdates. 
• Visitors with existing camping and cabin reservations at impacted parks will be notified of their 

reservation status. 
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• WaterTracker is active, DEP’s online portal for wastewater and drinking water facilities to report 
their operational status. 

Florida Department of Management Services (DMS) 

• The Telecommunications Division is working with telecom partners to ensure that the state’s 
communications networks have redundancies and remain operations for first responders to 
respond to Floridians during the storm. 

• State buildings in the following 25 counties are closed for Wednesday, September 28, 2022: 
o Alachua 
o Bradford 
o Brevard 
o Broward 
o Charlotte 
o Citrus 
o Clay 
o Collier 
o DeSoto 
o Duval 
o Flagler 
o Glades 
o Hardee 
o Hendry 
o Hernando 
o Highlands 
o Hillsborough 
o Indian River 
o Lake 
o Lee 
o Levy 
o Manatee 
o Marion 
o Martin 
o Monroe 
o Okeechobee 
o Orange 
o Osceola 
o Palm Beach 
o Pasco 
o Pinellas 
o Polk 
o Putnam 
o Sarasota 
o Seminole 
o St. Johns 
o St. Lucie 
o Sumter 
o Volusia 



An updated list of state building closures can be found here. Florida DMS Emergency Information 
Hotline is 888-336-7345. 

Florida Department of Revenue 

• Florida’s temporary licensing program, which allows exporters, petroleum carriers, and importers 
to request a temporary license during a disaster or declared state of emergency, has been 
activated. Applicants are not required to submit a fee, secure bonding, or undergo a background 
check if they apply for and receive a temporary license. 

Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) 

DJJ facilities in the projected impacted areas have finalized storm preparations including having 
generators in the event of loss of power, and ensuring food, medicine, and emergency supplies are 
stocked and ready. 

https://www.wtxl.com/news/local-news/gov-desantis-issues-update-on-state-preparedness-for-hurricane-ian 
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Southwest Florida communities flooded and lashed by Hurricane Ian faced years of recovery and 
unknown loss of life, with rescue efforts still underway on September 30 as the storm, reinvigorated by 
warm ocean water after tearing across Florida, took aim at a second U.S. landfall in South Carolina.  
 
General aviation relief organizations announced September 30 that operations bases were being 
established or surveyed. Operation Airdrop announced a response was planned, and the group was 
"collecting availabilities" of pilots with and without aircraft, as well as volunteers to help with ground 
operations. (Donations and volunteer signups were directed to a purpose-built website.) 
 
AERObridge, another established GA disaster response organization, reported communication with local 
officials and search-and-rescue teams on the ground: 
 
"Present intelligence indicates alternate supply chains may be operating efficiently. A recon flight is being 
launched by AERObridge this morning to provide first-hand insight if a critical need to activate air assets 
exists," the organization wrote on Facebook. "While we recognize and appreciate our volunteers standing 
by ready to assist, we want to ensure we respect our [members'] time and resources by only activating if 
there is a real need to serve the community in this manner. Thank you for your willingness to serve, an 
update will follow with a definitive activation/non-activation status decision early this afternoon today." 

https://www.facebook.com/opairdrop
https://linktr.ee/OpAirdrop
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aerobridge/permalink/1489847524863096


The storm regained hurricane strength after spending the night over 
warm Atlantic Ocean water and barreled toward South Carolina on 
September 30, with its second U.S. landfall expected in the afternoon. 
Officials linked 21 deaths to the storm in Florida, a grim tally expected 
to increase in coming days. Hundreds of people had been rescued from 
flooding across the state, officials said.  With water rescues still 
underway in Florida on September 30, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 
began to flood as Hurricane Ian arrived, pushing the fourth-highest storm 
surge on record. Local streets flooded as the Springmaid Pier gauge 
measured 4 feet of water above normally dry land, a level eclipsed by 
only three other hurricanes in the past 35 years, The Washington Post 
reported. 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said on September 29 that the storm caused 
flooding from the Gulf Coast to the Atlantic Coast: "It's basically a 500-
year flood event. This storm is having broad impacts across the state."  
 
Dan Allers, a member of the Town Council in Fort Myers Beach, a 
community on a barrier island that bore the full brunt of the storm surge, 
told CNN by telephone on September 29 that his own home, along with 
many other businesses and homes, had been wiped out. 

"It's gone," Allers said, referring to the community as a whole. "There's 
literally nothing to come back to." 

Allers reported still-unknown loss of life, and survivors still trapped in 
wrecked buildings. Emergency responders struggled to reach people with 
virtually every road blocked by debris including displaced homes. 
"They're still doing everything they can, but to get to them is hard." 
 
Airports from Sarasota down the coast to Naples were closed, or 
operating with limited service, on September 29, according to FAA 
notams. Punta Gorda Airport, which was directly in the storm's path, 
indicated with an updated notam on September 29 that while several 
taxiways remained closed, the airport was operational. 
 
By September 30, the airport was still operating with one of two runways and various taxiways closed. 

Southwest Florida International Airport in the heavily flooded city of Fort Myers just south of the 
hurricane's center at landfall, where onshore wind was strongest, was open for humanitarian relief 
operations only according to a notam that expires October 7. Naples Municipal Airport, serving another 
community that saw heavy flooding (including a fire station), remained closed on September 30, 
according to a notam that expires October 4 
 
The National Business Aviation Association created a website dedicated to Hurricane Ian relief efforts 
and other information on September 30, encouraging aircraft operators to register for the NBAA 
Humanitarian Emergency Response Operator database. The organization reported that the Business 
Aviation Convention and Exhibition will proceed as planned starting October 18 in Orlando, Florida, 
where convention facilities and airports "have not been impacted by the storm." 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2022/09/30/hurricane-ian-damage-tracker-florida-south-carolina/
https://www.aopa.org/destinations/airports/KPGD/details
https://www.aopa.org/destinations/airports/KRSW/details
https://www.aopa.org/destinations/airports/KAPF/details
https://nbaa.org/aircraft-operations/airspace/hurricane/hurricane-ian-2022/
https://nbaa.org/aircraft-operations/hero-database/
https://nbaa.org/events/2022-nbaa-business-aviation-convention-exhibition-nbaa-bace/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&utm_campaign=2022nbaabace&utm_content=CS22A111&gclid=CjwKCAjwp9qZBhBkEiwAsYFsbwQ9DmVCY3zGZu2IRZCAGnUIFg8l6pkqSiSjNntR45IgdNi4zmjyCBoCilgQAvD_BwE
https://nbaa.org/events/2022-nbaa-business-aviation-convention-exhibition-nbaa-bace/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&utm_campaign=2022nbaabace&utm_content=CS22A111&gclid=CjwKCAjwp9qZBhBkEiwAsYFsbwQ9DmVCY3zGZu2IRZCAGnUIFg8l6pkqSiSjNntR45IgdNi4zmjyCBoCilgQAvD_BwE
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“NBAA and its members are mobilizing with Floridians to respond to the challenges caused by Hurricane 
Ian,” said NBAA President Ed Bolen. “The ability of business aviation to provide humanitarian assistance 
in times of crisis is a hallmark of our industry, and our association is coordinating with government and 
nonprofit organizations on guidance for relief assistance.”  

Hurricane-hunting aircrews from the U.S. Air Force Reserve and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration reported unusually rough rides through the storm. NOAA crewmember Nick Underwood 
reported that his September 28 sortie aboard Kermit, a Lockheed WP-3D Orion, was "the worst I've ever 
been on," posting video on social media depicting a very turbulent ride. The video, he noted, was "edited 
for language."  

Airports across southern Florida felt Ian's wrath well ahead of the arrival 
of hurricane-force winds, as tornadoes spawned by the outer bands of 
wind and rain flipped parked aircraft at North Perry Airport in Hollywood 
in Broward County, on the southeast coast of the state.  

The storm’s maximum sustained winds were clocked at near 155 mph 
(just 2 mph short of Category 5) with higher gusts as it approached 
landfall, and the National Hurricane Center warned of "life-threatening 
storm surge, catastrophic winds and flooding in the Florida Peninsula."  

The storm turned south of the previous projections in its final approach to 
Florida, sparing Tampa from potentially catastrophic inundation, but 
redirecting the highest storm surge squarely at communities to the south, 
from Port Charlotte and Fort Myers south to Naples.  

Nearly 2 million Floridians were still without power as the storm made its final landfall in Georgetown, 
South Carolina, at 2:05 p.m. on September 30 with 85 mph winds. 

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2022/september/28/florida-feels-hurricane-wrath 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY, Fla. (WPEC) — Hurricane Ian weakened to a Category 2 hurricane on 
Wednesday evening, hours after making landfall in Florida as a Category 4 storm.  

The National Hurricane Center said at around 8 p.m. winds decreased to 115 mph. By 9 p.m., Ian lost 
more wind power to 110 mph. 

Ian made landfall on the mainland just south of Punta Gorda near Pirate Harbor with winds of 145 mph. 
That's in the middle of Category 4 range of 130-156 mph. 

Hurricane Ian continues to wreak havoc across parts of southwestern Florida. Multiple storm surge 
warning have been in effect, as well as strong winds and major flooding. Ian strengthened into an 
extremely dangerous hurricane with maximum winds of 155 mph — just 1 mph away from Category 5 
status — and hurricane conditions spread over southwestern Florida. 

At 6 p.m. Wednesday, Ian was a minimal Category 4 storm with maximum sustained winds down to 130 
mph. Its center was about 15 miles east-northeast of Punta Gorda and 110 miles south-southwest of 
Orlando. 

Hurricane-force winds of 74+ mph extend outward 50 miles from the center of Ian, and tropical storm-
force winds of 39+ mph extend outward 175 miles. 

 Some places reporting the highest winds, Wednesday afternoon: 

• a NOAA C-MAN Station at Venice Beach measured sustained winds of 77 mph with a gust of 
104 mph in the northern eyewall 

• the Punta Gorda airport reported a wind gust of 124 mph 
• a WeatherFlow station in Grove City, on the western side of Charlotte Harbor, reported a 

sustained wind of 85 mph with a gust to 128 mph 
• a station at the Cape Coral Fire Department reported a wind gust of 110 mph 

https://wsbt.com/news/nation-world/florida-faces-tough-economic-recovery-as-hurricane-ian-causes-widespread-damage-tampa-bay-ft-myers-st-petersburg-tropical-storm-hurricane-ian-makes-landfall-one-of-the-most-powerful-us-storms-ever-recorded-category-4-high-winds-flooding-evacuation-orders
https://thenationaldesk.com/news/americas-news-now/life-threatening-and-catastrophic-flooding-expected-as-hurricane-ian-makes-landfall-national-weather-service-nws-rain-wind-surge
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• a Weatherflow station in Cape Coral reported sustained winds of 77 mph with a gust up to 118 
mph 

• a Weatherflow station at Tarpon Point reported sustained winds of 83 mph with a gust to 101 
mph 

• sustained winds of 77 mph and a gust of 107 mph at Redfish Pass, near Captiva Island 
• the Earth Networks Station at the Naples Grande Beach Resort reported a gust of 112 mph 

Also at 5 p.m., Ian was moving to the north-
northeast at 8 mph. That's slower than the 9 mph it 
had been moving in the afternoon, and the 10 mph it 
was moving in the morning. A slower storm means 
catastrophic conditions won't go away as quickly. 

Ian is expected to continue weakening while it 
moves over central Florida on Wednesday night and 
Thursday morning, and emerges over the ocean by 
late Thursday. 

The News Service of Florida reports 15 hospitals, and about 135 nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities in the state, had evacuated patients and residents, while other facilities "hunkered down." 

FPL announced a restoration workforce of 19,000 people from more than 30 states are already restoring 
power to impacted areas in between feeder bands, and they will continue to do so safely in the days 
ahead. 

"This is going to be a nasty nasty day, two days," Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said early Wednesday. 

Overnight, Hurricane Ian went through a natural cycle when it lost its old eye and formed a new eye. The 
timing was bad for the Florida coast, because the storm got stronger and larger only hours before landfall. 

Ian went from 120 mph to 155 mph in just three hours, the second round of rapid intensification in the 
storm's life cycle. 

The massive storm appears on track to slam ashore with catastrophic wind damage somewhere north of 
Fort Myers. 

Life-threatening storm surges could push as much as 18 feet of water over a nearly 100-mile stretch of 
coastline, from Bonita Beach north through Fort Myers and Charlotte Harbor to Englewood. Rainfall near 
landfall could top 18 inches. 

https://13wham.com/news/nation-world/ian-weakens-to-a-category-2-hurricane-hours-after-making-landfall-in-florida-national-hurricane-center-
storm-surge-warnings-watches-evacuations-catastrophic-flooding 
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — This morning, Governor Ron DeSantis issued updates on Hurricane Ian at the 
State Emergency Operations Center with Division of Emergency Management Director Kevin Guthrie. 
Full remarks are available here. 
 
Since 1:00 a.m., search and rescue operations have been underway in response to Hurricane Ian. Urban 
Search and Rescue Team 2 was the first on site and the Coast Guard made dozens of rescues overnight. 
There are 8 USAR teams with more than 800 team members performing search and rescue. There are 
currently 42,000 lineman responding to the more than 2 million reported power outages. Floridians 
should continue to heed local weather warnings and listen to local officials for updated safety 
information. 

Today, President Biden approved Governor DeSantis’ request for a Major Disaster Declaration, which 
unlocks federal assistance in affected areas for individuals; state, tribal, and local governments; and 
certain private nonprofit organizations. The Declaration makes federal funding available to governments 
and eligible nonprofit organizations in the affected areas for debris removal and emergency protective 
measures on a cost-sharing basis. Specifically, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
authorized to cover 100 percent of eligible costs for a period of 30 days beginning from September 23, 
2022. The Governor requested the Declaration immediately upon landfall of Hurricane Ian to ensure that 
the State can quickly move forward into response and recovery. The letter with this request can be 
found here. For assistance, visit www.disasterassistance.gov or call 1-800-621-3362. 
 
The Florida Disaster Fund is the State of Florida’s official private fund established to provide financial 
assistance to our communities as they respond to and recover from times of emergency or disaster. In 
partnership with public, private, and other non-governmental organizations, the Florida Disaster Fund 
supports response and recovery activities. To contribute, please visit www.FloridaDisasterFund.org or 
text DISASTER to 20222. 

State preparation and response efforts include: 

Search and Rescue 

• Since 1:00 a.m., search and rescue operations have been underway in response to Hurricane Ian. 
Urban Search and Rescue Team 2 was the first on site and the Coast Guard made dozens of 
rescues overnight. There are 8 USAR teams with more than 800 team members performing 
search and rescue. 

• The National Guard and the Coast Guard are landing helicopters on barrier islands to perform 
search and rescue. 

• Search and Rescue crews rallied at the Fort Myers Sports Complex and have been running 
operations for the past 5 hours. 
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• Florida National Guard members are conducting incident awareness and assessment missions this 
morning in Sarasota, De Soto, Charlotte, Collier and Lee Counties. We expect that throughout the 
day, the Florida Guard will be engaged in a multitude of missions including search and rescue 
and route clearance operations. 

• Last night, Florida National Guard Brig. Gen. Sean Boyette, Task Force Florida commander, was 
appointed the Dual Status Command (DSC) commander in anticipation of Title 10 active-duty 
forces being assigned to assist with recovery operations. 

• Following Governor DeSantis’ authorization, a total of 5,000 Florida Guardsmen have been 
activated to State Active Duty for Hurricane Ian response operations. Up to 2,000 Guardsmen 
from neighboring states are also activated to assist. 

Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) 

• FDEM has compiled a Shelter in Place Survey to provide critical information to first responders 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. We are asking all individuals in the impact area of Hurricane 
Ian that made the decision to shelter in place to complete the survey. Please visit 
FloridaDisaster.org/Info to find the Shelter in Place Survey. 

• FDEM has activated the State Assistance Information Line (SAIL) to provide an additional 
resource for Floridians to receive up-to-date information regarding Hurricane Ian. Residents and 
visitors can call this toll-free hotline at 1-800-342-3557. 

• FDEM Liaisons have been identified and deployed to counties to provide on-site response 
assistance and to conduct damage assessments after the storm. 

• At the direction of FDEM Director and State Coordinating Officer Kevin Guthrie, Incident 
Management Teams (IMT) from Ohio and Colorado are on-scene to ensure additional support for 
response and recovery efforts after the storm. 

• FDEM is deploying several hundred shelter support staff to address staffing needs in counties that 
have opened their Special Needs hurricane shelters. Currently, more than 200 public shelters are 
open and available to impacted residents, with more than 50 of these being Special Needs 
Shelters. 

• FDEM is leading the State Emergency Response Team (SERT) for the Hurricane Ian response, 
with more than 350 SERT members staffing the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC). 

• FDEM has received more than 1,500 resource requests for Hurricane Ian. Over 1,300 of these 
requests are currently being processed and are either en route or being mobilized. This includes 
the coordination of resources such as: trucks of food and water, generators and water pumps. 

• FDEM has over 3.5 million meals and over 1.8 million gallons of bottled water in preparation for 
distribution to impacted areas.  

o Several hundred generators and pumps, in addition to debris equipment, have been staged 
for response and recovery efforts. 

o 100,000 tarps to protect homes and allow more residents to stay at home rather than in a 
public shelter. 

o Two truckloads of blankets and five truckloads of cots to support displaced residents. 
o FDEM is currently coordinating the provision of meals for first responders staged in 

Orange County. 
• FDEM is in constant communication with all 67 county emergency management offices and state 

agencies to coordinate protective actions and needed resources ahead of potential storm impacts. 

Power 

• There are currently 2.5 million people without power.  
o More than 1.5 million of those outages are in 7 southwest Florida counties. 



o For a full report on current outages, click here. 
• 42,000 linemen from utilities across the state are working 24/7 to restore power. 
• 125 Florida Highway Patrol Officers are transporting utility crews into the area. 

 Health and Human Services 

• AHCA has activated reporting in the Health Facility Reporting System (HFRS) and is requesting 
all health care providers report their census, available beds, evacuation status and generator status 
information. This information allows AHCA to assist health care providers in transferring 
patients if needed and ensure health care providers in impacted areas have the necessary resources 
and adequate power. 

• Patient Movement Mission (DOH 4052) is activated. This mission is a combined by AHCA, 
along with FHA, FHCA, LeadingAge, Florida Senior Living and Florida Assisted Living 
Associations. 

• This mission also supports the evacuation of nearly 8,000 patients and residents from more than 
180 health care facilities. 

• Nearly 400 ambulances, paratransit busses, and support vehicles are responding to areas of 
anticipated landfall. 

• The Agency sent a Medicaid Provider Alert outlining Key Medicaid Information for Fee-For-
Service and Managed Care Providers during Hurricane Ian, this can be found here. 

• AHCA has activated the Emergency Patient Look-Up System (E-PLUS).  Special needs shelters 
for 16 counties are able to utilize the system to retrieve patient medical records. E-PLUS is also 
available to assist medical providers and emergency response personnel with locating missing or 
displaced persons after the storm. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency for 
Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any necessary 
health and safety actions, this can be found here. 

• AHCA has identified Home Medical Equipment providers that can assist with supplying oxygen 
supplies to Special Needs Shelters. 

• The Agency partnered with Florida Health Care Association and Florida Hospital Association to 
initiate statewide calls with long term care facilities and hospitals. 

• As of today, 100% of operating long-term care facilities have a generator on-site. The Generator 
Status Map for long-term care facilities is available here. 

• Overnight, the state has been monitoring several healthcare facilities on generator power, two 
healthcare facilities are in the process of evacuating. 

• 400 additional nurses are moving into southwest Florida to assist. 

• APD regions are providing mutual aid to the impacted regions assisting with communicating to 
clients, providers, group homes, and employees. 

• APD is following up with all APD-licensed group homes in the affected areas to ensure all clients 
are safe. 

• No storm damage has currently been found at the Tacachale Center in Gainesville. 
• DOEA service providers around the state are in progress or have completed check-in and 

informational calls to their senior clients. 
• Area Agencies on Aging that are expected to be impacted by Hurricane Ian have been distributing 

shelf-stable meals to their home delivery meal clients. 
• Area Agencies on Aging in the affected areas are coordinating with other agencies to answer 

local Elder Helpline calls during power outages (1-800-96-ELDER). 
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• The Bay Pines VA Healthcare System will close the following locations for in person and 
procedure appointments:  

o C.W. Bill Young VA Medical Center: Monday, September 26 through Thursday, 
September 29. This closure extends to the Emergency Department. 

o North Pinellas and St. Petersburg VA Clinics: Wednesday, September 28 and Thursday, 
September 29. 

o Sarasota, Bradenton, and Port Charlotte VA Clinics: Wednesday, September 28. 

• The Douglas T. Jacobson State Veterans’ Nursing Home in Port Charlotte is operational. 
Residents, staff and family members who sheltered in the home are safe and well. Hardened 
structure and roof are intact. The Veterans’ Home is operating on generator power. 

• The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has announced health care facility closures in 
Florida for Thursday, Sept. 29. For details, visit https://www.floridavets.org/news/. 

• The State Surgeon General signed Emergency Order 22-004 authorizing licensed health care 
professionals in good standing from out of state to practice in Florida for the duration of the EO. 
These professionals include: Physicians, Osteopathic Physicians, Physician Assistants, Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses, Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses, Certified Nursing 
Assistants, Paramedics, and Emergency Medical Technicians. In addition, the following licensed 
health care professionals are authorized to practice in Florida via Telehealth: Physicians, 
Osteopathic Physicians, Physician Assistants, and Advanced Practice Nurses. The EO can be 
found here. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed Emergency Order 22-001 waiving statutory procurement 
requirements to ensure DOH is able to deploy necessary action due to Hurricane Ian. This can be 
found here. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency for 
Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any necessary 
health and safety actions. 

• DOH has coordinated with the Office of Insurance Regulation to distribute an alert regarding 
permitted early prescription refills during a State of Emergency. This alert was sent to health 
insurers, managed care organizations, health entities, and licensed health care providers. The alert 
can be found here. 

• DOH has coordinated with Federal partners to support the deployment of nearly 100 individuals 
through various health and medical teams. These teams stand ready in Orlando, Atlanta, and 
Warner Robbins Air Force Base in Georgia. 

• DOH continues to coordinate across 67 county health departments on any necessary preparation 
resources, in coordination with county emergency managers. 

Infrastructure 

• Most of I-75, outside Charlotte and Lee Counties, is open. 
• Crews are working to re-open the rest of I-75. 
• There are several bridges and roads that remain closed. 
• FDOT has dispatched 100 engineers working in teams of 2 to perform bridge inspections. 
• FDOT has deployed 1,200 individuals to perform cut-and-toss operations. 
• FHP is assisting FDOT with bridge closures across impacted areas 
• Current conditions are highly hazardous. Please stay off the roadways until it is confirmed to be 

safe for travel. 
• Turnpike Service Plazas are closed at Fort Drum, Canoe Creek and Turkey Lake. 
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• There are current Major Road and Bridge Closures. The list of closures as of 10 a.m., 9/29/22 is 
listed below. Up-to-date closures listed on FL511.com:  

o Brevard County 
Richy Road Southbound at US-1 

o DeSoto County 
SR 72 at SR 70 

o Flagler County 
SR-100 Eastbound at N. Central Ave 

o Hardee County 
S.R. 64 East at Parnell Road 

o Indian River County 
Indian River Blvd at Royal Palm Poine 

o Lee County 
Pine Island Road Bridge 
Sanibel Causeway 

o Manatee County 
John Ringling Causeway 
Bridge at S.R. 64 / Manatee Ave East 
Cortez Bridge 

o Orange County 
I-4 Express at Kirkman 
I-4 Express at MM 79 
SR-551/ Goldenrod Road at Nolton Way 
SR-520 at SR 528 
Turnpike at Orange Blossom Trail On Ramp 
SR 417 Exit 12 

o Osceola County 
Vermont Ave at 13th Street 
W Vine St at John Young parkway 
Columbia  Ave at 13th Street 

o Pinellas County 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
Memorial Causeway 

o Sarasota County 
John Ringling Causeway 

o Sumter County 
SR 50 at CR 773 
US 301 a CR 470 

o Volusia County 
Ormond Beach – Granada Blvd at Halifax River – all lanes closed 
Daytona Beach – Mason Ave at Tower St – both directions, all lanes closed 
Daytona Beach – Main St at S. Halifax Ave – both directions, all lanes closed 
Daytona Beach – East International Speedway Blvd at North Beach St – both directions, 
all lanes closed 
Daytona Beach – East Orange Ave at South Beach Street – both directions, all lanes 
closed 
Daytona Beach –  Lytle Ave  at Palmetto St – both directions, all lanes closed 
Port Orange – Dunlawton Ave at Halifax Dr – both directions, all lanes closed 
Port Orange – Dunlawton Ave at South Peninsula Dr – both directions, all lanes closed 
North Causeway at Washington Street 

• Ports that are currently closed: 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/8v1r6bb


o   Port of St. Petersburg 

o Seaport Manatee 

o   Port of Fort Pierce 

o   Port of Palm Beach 

o   Port Canaveral 

o   Port Fernandina 

o JAXPORT 

o   Port of Key West 

• Ports that are open: 

o   Port Tampa Bay 

o   Port Everglades 

o   PortMiami 

o   Port of Pensacola 

o   Port Panama City 

o   Port St. Joe 

• Fuel Terminals: 

o   Port Everglades: Fuel terminals open. One vessel of 25,000 barrels expected today, 13 vessel are in 
route. 

• Port Tampa Bay: 7 days of fuel in tanks, expecting trucks to start deliveries today. Waterside 
deliveries pending Coast Guard and Corps clearance for safe operations. 

• Port Manatee: Fuel terminal damage assessment currently being conducted. Port roads are clear. 
• Port Canaveral: Awaiting damage assessment 
• Current status of airports is listed below. While some facilities have scheduled closures, 

individual airlines may decide to cease flights earlier. Please go to your airline’s website for re-
booking and other flight information. 

• Daytona Beach International Airport – Closed 
• Gainesville Regional Airport –Airline operations will be suspended beginning at 6:00am on 

09/29/22. 
• Jacksonville International Airport – The airport terminal is currently closed and all commercial 

flights are canceled in and out of JAX on 09/29/2022. 
• Melbourne Orlando International Airport – Closed 
• Northeast Florida Regional Airport – Emergency Operations Only 



• North Perry Airport- Closed 
• Orlando International Airport – Emergency Operations Only. Closed to Commercial Service. 
• Orlando Sanford International Airport- Emergency Operations Only 
• Punta Gorda Airport – Closed – Runway clearing in progress 
• Sarasota Bradenton International Airport- Emergency Operations Only 
• Southwest Florida International Airport – Closed 
• St. Pete/Clearwater International Airport – Closed 
• Tampa International Airport – Closed 
• Transit and passenger rail is suspended in the following: 

o   Collier Area Transit (till this afternoon) 

• Hillsborough Area Regional Transit 

o   Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority 

o   LeeTran 

o   Lynx (Central Florida/Orlando) 

o   Citrus County 

o   Lake County 

o   Pasco County 

• Citrus Connection 
• Space Coast Area Transit 
• Votran 
• Palm Tran 

o   Martin County 

o   Indian River County 

o   Gainesville Regional Transit System 

o   Jacksonville Transportation Authority 

o   Ride Solution/Putnam 

o   Nassau County 

o   St Johns County 

o   Key West Transit 

• Service Open: 
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o Miami-Dade Transit

o Broward County Transit

• SunRail suspended
• Tri-Rail running regular service

 Mass Care 

• There 260 shelters open with 34,000 people.
• 295 truckloads of food and water are on their way into the area.
• Over 3.5 million meals and over 1.8 million gallons of bottled water are being deployed to

impacted areas.

1. DCF released $235,351,849 in early SNAP benefits to a household population of approximately
773,579 people at risk of impact for Hurricane Ian. More information can be found here:
ACCESS Florida – Florida Department of Children and Families (myflfamilies.com)

2. 34 licensed group homes have been evacuated across the state.
3. DCF is hosting daily calls with Managing Entities and Community Based Care lead agencies

to remain apprised of all storm updates.

 o DCF is ensuring all Mental Health Treatment Facilities and methadone treatment
programs are fully operational.

• DCF is partnering with its community based care lead agencies to contact all caregivers/foster
families with dependent children in their home to assess needs and ensure safety.

• Florida Housing has ensured that all current listings are up to date in the event that families need
to quickly relocate at www.FloridaHousingSearch.org.

• Each SHIP office has an adopted disaster strategy that allows for assistance in the immediate
aftermath of a declared disaster. Strategies may include temporary relocation and rental
assistance, debris removal and short-term repairs to prevent further damage to the structure or to
allow for occupancy until further repairs are made. Please contact your local office directly for
more information: Local Government Information (floridahousing.org)

 Law Enforcement 

• FHP has deployed a mobile command center to the State Emergency operations Center to provide
enhanced communication capabilities and additional resources.

• More than 1,700 sworn FHP members are ready to assist with enhanced evacuation and response
efforts.

• FHP has activated 12-hour Alpha, Bravo shifts for more than 500 Troopers across Florida gulf
coast.

• FHP has placed 330 Quick Reactionary Force troopers moving into affected areas quickly to
provide immediate relief.

• FHP is strategically utilizing high-water rescue vehicles to aid search and rescue and damage
assessment efforts.

• FHP has strategically using its fixed-wing aircraft to monitor traffic routes and to aid search and
rescue and damage assessment efforts.

• FHP has deployed its unmanned aerial vehicle teams to assist in search and rescue and damage
assessment efforts.
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• FHP Regional Communications Centers are preparing to perform take-over services for other 
impacted FHP dispatch centers to ensure all state law enforcement officers continue to receive 
dispatch services. 

• FHP is providing liaisons to affected county emergency operations centers. 
• FHP encourages evacuating motorists to report disabled vehicles or dangerous driving conditions 

to *FHP (*347). 
• FLHSMV driver license and motor vehicle service center closures can be found here. 
• FLHSMV has issued Emergency Order 092422, which:  

o Waives specific requirements for commercial motor vehicles providing emergency relief; 
and 

o Waives the replacement fees for driver’s license and identification credentials, vehicle 
registrations and titles, vessel registrations and titles and temporary parking permits for 
impacted individuals. 

• 78 FWC officers and 2 vehicle and vessel mechanics have deployed to the affected area with a 
full complement of four-wheel drive vehicles, vessels and response and recovery equipment and 
supplies. 

• 15 FWC Special Operations Group officers from the Northwest Region have deployed with four-
wheel drive vehicles and vessels to assist four Urban Search and Rescue Teams with response 
efforts. 

• 15 FWC Special Operations Group officers from the Northeast Region have deployed with four-
wheel drive vehicles and vessels to aid affected residents. 

• The FWC has deployed 1 mobile command trailer and 3 BERG units to provide communications 
and operational support to officers in the area while they respond to calls for assistance. 

• 25 FWC officers from the Northwest Region are standing by to augment the first wave of 
response units, with additional four-wheel drive vehicles, vessels, UTVs, ATVs and other 
equipment. 

• In addition to public safety missions, FWC Special Operations Group (SOG) teams are serving as 
reconnaissance units for the State EOC and reporting back on the damage. 

• FWC Aviation Section is providing the EOC with aerial assistance, reconnaissance and post-
storm damage assessments. 

• FDLE regional support and logistics teams throughout the state are preparing to deploy personnel 
and equipment for a ready response to the aftermath of the storm. FDLE has started pre-staging 
equipment and mobile command posts at strategic locations. Teams with chainsaws, tarps, and 
other supplies are assembling. 

 Private Sector Support  

• Partners including Walmart and Publix have indicated that they are constantly bringing additional 
supplies into the state to restock inventory. 

• Publix has delivered more than 700 truckloads of water equal to almost a million cases, delivered 
more than 3 million pounds of ice, and is storing double stores’ normal volumes. Prior to closing 
stores impacted by the storm, Publix donated perishable products to local police, firefighters, and 
emergency response teams, and also ensured that associates that work nearby and prepare these 
stores for the storm received donated product for themselves and their families. Publix associates 
have diligently taken care of their customers, communities, and each other. 

• AT&T is waiving talk, text, and data overage charges for AT&T Postpaid & PREPAID customers 
with billing addresses in 828 zip codes across Florida from September 28, 2022, through October 
28, 2022, to keep customers connected before, during and after any major storm event. 
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• Rosen Hotels and Resorts is activating their Florida Residents Distressed Rates to give Floridians 
a safe, affordable place to ride out Hurricane Ian. Evacuees can call 866-33-ROSEN (76736) to 
reserve a room. 

• VISIT Florida has activated the Emergency Accommodations Portal at Expedia.com/Florida, 
which is updated with the latest on available listings. 

• Comcast has opened Xfinity WiFi hotspots in Central, North and Southwest Florida, and the 
Panhandle for Xfinity customers and non-customers to stay connected during and after the storm. 
Details are available at Florida.Comcast.com/2022/09/27/comcast-opens-free-xfinity-wifi-
hotspot-network-as-hurricane-ian-approaches/. 

• Lowe’s continues to have stores open in counties not directly impacted by Hurricane Ian to 
receive storm and recovery-related products, such as generators, water, gas cans, sand, plywood, 
batteries, flashlights, and other materials. Additionally, 30 fuel trucks are staged at Lowes store 
locations for re-entry after the storm. Lowe’s is leveraging its vast supply chain network to bring 
much needed response product into the state. 

• The Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association is getting the word out to lodging establishments 
to relax their pet policies and to share that there are still available hotels and other lodging 
available from Tallahassee to Pensacola and Palm Beach, Broward and Dade. 

• Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) is in regular communication with seaport, rail, airport, fuel, and 
power providers to coordinate between public and private sector partners ensuring that assistance, 
goods, and services during and after the storm are being delivered. 

• As families evacuate and create their emergency plans ahead of Hurricane Ian, UHaul is offering 
30 days of free storage and U-Box container usage at 43 Florida locations. Find additional 
information at www.uhaul.com/about/ listed under “Top Stories.” 

• Private-sector partner, Uber, is offering round-trip rides to and from Southwest Florida shelter 
locations in Orange, Brevard, Seminole, Volusia, and Osceola counties listed 
at www.FloridaDisaster.org/PlanPrepare/Shelters. Riders can enter promotional code 
IANRELIEF in the app to redeem a free round-trip up to $30 each way. Rides must be requested 
to or from any state-approved evacuation shelter in Florida. 

• DEO is updating www.FloridaDisaster.biz with real-time information for business owners to 
prepare their businesses, families, and employees for Hurricane Ian. 

• DEO has alerted the statewide Community Action Agency (CAA) Network to initiate disaster 
preparedness activities following the Emergency Order. 

• DEO’s Secretary Dane Eagle distributed a memo on Tuesday, September 27, 2022, releasing $1.4 
million in Low-Income Home Energy Assistant Program (LIHEAP) set-aside emergency funding 
for use by LIHEAP providers across the state to support preparedness activities such as 
transportation and temporary housing to preserve health and safety. 

• DEO’s Rebuild Florida team continues to monitor Hurricane Ian and is preparing to remobilize 
their disaster recovery efforts following a safe passage after the storm. 

• Career centers in the following counties may experience temporary closures following county 
closure announcements:  

o CareerSource Gulf Coast 
o CareerSource North Florida 
o CareerSource Florida Crown 
o CareerSource Northeast Florida 
o CareerSource North Central Florida 
o CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion 
o CareerSource Flagler Volusia 
o CareerSource Central Florida 
o CareerSource Brevard 
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o CareerSource Pinellas 
o CareerSource Tampa Bay 
o CareerSource Pasco Hernando 
o CareerSource Polk 
o CareerSource Suncoast 
o CareerSource Heartland 
o CareerSource Research Coast 
o CareerSource Palm Beach County 
o CareerSource Broward 
o CareerSource South Florida 
o CareerSource Southwest Florida 

• VISIT FLORIDA has activated its Emergency Accommodations Module on Expedia to provide 
real-time hotel availability and lodging resources for impacted Floridians and visitors. 

• VISIT FLORIDA is working with expedia and their partners to encourage flexible pet policies 
and cancellation/change fees. 

• Enterprise Florida activated its Disaster Assistance page with a list of state and federal resources 
available for businesses to utilize in their mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery 
activities. 

Florida Department of Education (DOE) 

• DOE is working with all superintendents in the impacted areas to coordinate damage assessments 
and identify resources that will be needed to support these counties. 

• At the peak of the storm, 59 school districts were closed. 20 school districts have confirmed they 
will open either tomorrow or Monday. 

• Early Learning Coalitions have closed in the following counties: Bradford, Baker, Brevard, 
Broward, Citrus, Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Flagler, Gilchrist, Glades, Hardee, 
Highlands, Hendry, Hernando, Hillsborough, Indian River, Lake, Lee, Levy, Martin, Manatee, 
Marion, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, 
Putnam, Pinellas, Polk, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, St. Johns, St. Lucie, Volusia. 

• The Florida Department of Education is consistently updating its website with school district 
closures, as well as State University System and Florida College System Closures. 

• For a full list of school district, university and college closures, visit fldoe.org/storminfo. 

 Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

• Following the issuance of the Governor’s Executive Order, DEP issued an Emergency Final 
Order waiving permitting requirements for the storage and processing of solid waste, including 
storm debris. 

• DEP has also issued an Emergency Final Order to expedite necessary repair, replacement and 
restoration of structures, equipment, surface water management systems, works and other systems 
damaged by the storm. 

• Inspectors completed pre-storm beach surveys in all shoreline counties. 
• Hazardous Area Response Teams are preparing for potential assessment and deployment to 

impacted areas. 
• All significant Hazardous Waste facilities within the affected counties have been contacted to 

ensure all pre-storm landfall preparations are being made. 
• Florida state park closures can be found at www.floridastateparks.org/StormUpdates. 
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• Visitors with existing camping and cabin reservations at impacted parks will be notified of their 
reservation status. 

• WaterTracker is active, DEP’s online portal for wastewater and drinking water facilities to report 
their operational status. 

 Telecommunications 

• 100 portable cell phone towers are deploying into the area to support connectivity in Southwest 
Florida. 

• The Telecommunications Division is working with telecom partners to ensure that the state’s 
communications networks have redundancies and remain operational for first responders to 
respond to Floridians during the storm. 

Licensing   

• DBPR Emergency Order 2022-01 extends the renewal deadline from September 30 or October 1, 
2022, to October 31, 2022, for the following licenses: 

• Real Estate: Sales Associates, Broker Sales Associates, Brokers, Corporate Brokers, Partnerships, 
and Corporations and Branch Offices; 

• Alcoholic Beverages: Retail Vendors, Distributors, Manufacturers, Importers, Brokers, Sales 
Agents, and Passenger Common Carriers; 

• Drugs, Devices, and Cosmetics: Prescription Drug Wholesalers, Prescription Drug Wholesaler – 
Broker Only, Out-of-State Prescription Drug Wholesalers, and All Other DDC Licenses; 

• Hotels and Restaurants: Public Lodging Establishments, Vacation Rentals, Timeshare Projects, 
and Public Food Service Establishments; and 

• Community Association Managers. 
• Licenses renewed on or before October 31, 2022 shall be considered as timely renewals and will 

not be assessed any late fees. 
• DBPR Emergency Order 2022-01 also extends the deadline for the filing of monthly reports and 

returns by certain alcoholic beverage and tobacco license holders from October 10, 2022, to 
October 31, 2022.  Additionally, the order suspends and tolls through October 31, 2022, all final 
orders reflecting final agency action and all time requirements and deadlines for filing responses 
outlined in agency orders. 

• DBPR Board Meeting cancellations and other updates can be found 
at http://myfloridalicense.com/emergency. 

• DBPR’s Division of Drugs, Devices and Cosmetics is coordinating with wholesale distributors of 
prescription drugs and medical gases to provide information and support relating to exceptions 
for the emergency distribution of these critical supplies where needed. 

 Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) 

• OIR issued Emergency Order 300997-22-EO in response to Hurricane Ian regarding the 
extension of grace periods, limitations on cancellations and nonrenewals, deemers and limitations 
on “use and file” filings. This Emergency Order is issued to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare of all Florida policyholders. 

• OIR instituted a data call for the purpose of collecting catastrophe claims data related to 
Hurricane Ian. OIR is requiring daily catastrophe claims reporting for Hurricane Ian starting 
Friday, September 30 to assist with determining the impact of Hurricane Ian on Florida’s 
insurance industry. More information regarding catastrophe claims data and reporting is 
available here. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/83fs6bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/owgs6bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/4ohs6bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/khis6bb


Office Closures  

• State facilities closed can be found at dms.myflorida.com/buildingclosures and the Florida DMS 
Emergency Information Hotline at 888-336-7345. 

• The Lottery’s Gainesville and Jacksonville District Offices will be closed to employees and the 
public beginning Thursday, September 29 until further notice. 

• The Lottery’s Tampa, Fort Myers, Orlando, Miami, and West Palm Beach District Offices also 
remain closed to employees and the public until further notice. 

• Players are encouraged to visit www.flalottery.com for the most up-to-date information regarding 
Lottery office closures. 

https://www.flgov.com/2022/09/29/search-and-rescue-efforts-underway-following-hurricane-ian/ 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/09is6bb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0pfgnj/8z0tiag/g2js6bb
https://www.flgov.com/2022/09/29/search-and-rescue-efforts-underway-following-hurricane-ian/


 
 

  
 

Airports in storm-affected areas slight take back to the skies after Hurricane 
Ian.  Airports in Tampa and Orlando will reopen today, but many along 
Southwest Florida’s coast remain open only to emergency personnel. Travel 
plans for residents and visitors should begin to resume in the wake of 
Hurricane Ian’s devastation in the state. 

Tampa International Airport (TPA) plans to resume operations beginning 
at 10 a.m. on Friday. But airport officials encourage all travelers to double-
check flight times and schedules with airlines. The airport has been closed 
since Tuesday at 5 p.m. Officials say reopening at 10 a.m. should give 
adequate time for steps like bringing large aircraft back to the facility. 

“We feel very lucky to have come out on the other side of this largely unscathed and are eager to restart 
operations after such a fraught and anxious week,” Tampa International Airport CEO Joe Lopano said. 
“We can now continue serving as an important resource for our travelers and community, and begin helping 
our fellow Floridians in their time of need.” 

Meanwhile, Orlando International Airport (MCO) will reopen at noon. One of America’s busiest airports, 
all commercial operations ceased at 10:30 on Wednesday as the hurricane tracked toward Central Florida. 
Officials stressed any information on individual flights should be confirmed with airlines. 

But at Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW) in Fort Myers, the facilities remain in use only for 
emergency purposes. 

“The airport is closed except to emergency personnel and humanitarian flights,” reads a tweet on RSW’s 
official Twitter feed. “As soon as power and water is restored, we will open for commercial flights.” 

The website for RSW remains down, and consumers should seek information on social media channels. 

Those trapped in the region because their vehicles were in short- or long-term lots, though, can pick up their 
vehicles as of Friday morning. 

“For people with cars in the long- and short-term lots, you will be able to get your vehicles out today 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Although the entry to the lots is marked with a ‘closed sign,’ tell the official 
stationed at the entrance you are picking up your car,” reads an operational update from the airport. 

https://www.tampaairport.com/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/559455-orlando-international-airport-ceases-commercial-operations-until-hurricane-ian-passes/
https://twitter.com/RSWAirport/status/1575589755726995456


Further South, the Naples Airport reopened at 8 a.m. But due to damage to runway lighting and signage 
caused by the storm, the airport will only operate from dawn until dusk for the time being. Access to hangars 
remains limited. 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) remains open only for emergency relief efforts. On 
Thursday evening, the airport opened its airfield for general aviation and for air carriers. But officials are 
continuing to assess damage to the airport facilities at this time. 

At Punta Gorda Airport, all flights today remain listed as canceled, with Allegiant grounding all flights. 

Allegiant also has canceled most flights scheduled today at St. Petersburg-Clearwater International, but 
there is a proposed 11:17 a.m. Sun Country flight to Gulfport, Mississippi. PIE officials say there has been 
no significant damage and, pending FAA approval, the airport should reopen at 11 a.m. Friday. 

Orlando-Sanford International Airport is referring all inquiries on when flights resume to Allegiant. 

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/560295-flight-status-tpa-mco-to-resume-service-today-rsw-srq-remain-closed/ 

 

https://www.flynaples.com/reopen-under-pprmodel/
https://flysrq.com/airlines
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/560295-flight-status-tpa-mco-to-resume-service-today-rsw-srq-remain-closed/
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TAMPA, Fla. - Several airports across Florida closed because of the threat from Hurricane Ian.  

Hundreds of aircraft were cleared out ahead of the storm and will now need to be brought back. Many 
airports are reopening as soon as Friday.  

Some airlines may also add relief flights over the weekend to help with thousands of cancelations caused 
by Ian. If you're planning to fly, check with your airline for the latest information on flight status. 

Here's what to know: 

Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 

PGD is open for air traffic but not commercial flights, 
report WGCU. Officials said there is some damage to 
hangars and some cars. A few planes were also flipped 
over following Irma. The airport's website shows 
flights are canceled for Friday, Sept. 30. It's unclear 
when they will reopen for commercial operations.  

 
 
https://www.fox13news.com/news/recovering-from-hurricane-ian-when-will-florida-airports-reopen 

https://www.fox13news.com/tag/travel-news
https://www.fox13news.com/tag/us/fl
https://www.fox13news.com/tag/weather/hurricanes
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By Pete Muntean, Gregory Wallace and Marnie Hunter, CNN 

Hurricane Ian dealt another blow to air travel as the storm moved up the East Coast. 

The main airport in Charleston, South Carolina, closed on Friday, while many airports in Florida were 
reopening. 

Charleston International Airport's airfield closed because of high winds from Hurricane Ian, the airport 
announced Friday morning on Twitter. The airport planned to reopen at 6 a.m. Saturday. 

North of Charleston, Myrtle Beach International Airport posted Thursday afternoon that it would 
remain open. However, about 90% of Friday's flights there were canceled, according to flight tracking site 
FlightAware. 

Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport, south of Charleston along the Georgia/South Carolina 
border, said on its website that it would remain open, with flight disruptions possible. 

Passengers flying to or through areas affected by Hurricane Ian should check with their airlines about 
flights. 

In Florida, most airports reopened Friday. There were still hundreds of flight cancellations there in the 
wake of the storm. 

About 90% of flights arriving or departing Charleston were canceled, and there were hundreds of 
cancellations Friday to and from Charlotte Douglas International Airport in North Carolina. 

Airports reopen 



In Florida, most of the airports that closed or saw flights suspended indicated plans to reopen Friday. 
Daytona Beach International, Southwest Florida International and Punta Gorda Airport remained 
closed on Friday. 

Jacksonville International Airport announced that it would reopen on Friday. The airport said some 
airlines might operate reduced schedules. 

Orlando International Airport was to reopen at noon Friday, according to a verified tweet from the 
airport. 

Tampa International Airport said it would reopen at 10 a.m. Friday. 

CEO Joe Lopano said in a statement that Tampa International is "very lucky to have come out on the 
other side of this largely unscathed." 

Sarasota Bradenton International Airport reopened on Friday, but several carriers did not resume 
operations. 

CEO Rick Piccolo told CNN he watched from his office as the storm pulled apart the airport's roof. 

"While we won't look as pretty as we used to because the ceiling's all gone, we'll be functional," he said. 

St. Pete-Clearwater International planned to reopen Friday morning. 

Melbourne Orlando International Airport -- one of the smaller commercial airports in Florida with 
service from Allegiant, American and Delta -- planned to reopen at 6 a.m. Friday. 

Orlando Sanford International Airport opened on Friday, but the airport said that airlines canceled all 
Friday departures. 

Gainesville Regional was set to reopen at 8 a.m. Friday. 

Key West International Airport reopened at 7 a.m. Thursday, the airport said on its website. 

More operational updates 

Daytona Beach International Airport remained closed on Friday except to government, emergency and 
humanitarian aircraft, according to Volusia County. 

Commercial air carrier traffic is scheduled to resume Saturday morning. 

Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW) in Fort Myers was closed to commercial flights on 
Friday. The airport announced that people could retrieve cars parked in their long- and short-term parking 
lots on Friday. 

The FAA listed RSW's closure until October 7, but the airport says it will open sooner if possible. "Like 
everyone in Southwest Florida we are going day-by-day. We cannot speak on behalf of the airlines; but, 
like us, they want to start flying as soon as possible." 

https://twitter.com/JAXairport/status/1575598128043991040?s=20&t=sHAJs5sGJfVFihHhvjCQKQ
https://twitter.com/mco/status/1575652513516134400?s=46&t=KVn-NyK7X3556K9YhNhZXw
https://twitter.com/SRQAirport/status/1575602166630207488?s=20&t=svyaPWzBFX300zZQkdKE8A
https://fly2pie.com/newsroom/pie-hurricane-ian-update
https://twitter.com/FlyMLB/status/1575516250146586625?s=20&t=UO0sZ0CF7Fs1oMM7YkQizg
https://www.volusia.org/services/public-protection/emergency-management/pin/transportation.stml#dbia
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Hard-hit Punta Gorda Airport experienced "extensive" damage to hangars at the airport and was 
without power in the passenger terminal, CEO James Parish told CNN on Thursday. 

Once power is restored, Parish said the airport would make plans to restore service from Allegiant Air. 

Travelers are advised to check airport websites and social media postings as well as with their airlines for 
specific information and to confirm timing. 

The following international airports in Florida are open but some flights could be delayed and canceled: 

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
• Miami International 
• Palm Beach International 
• Northwest Florida Beaches International (Panama City-Bay County) 
• Pensacola International 
• Tallahassee International 

Flight cancellations 

More than 1,900 Friday flights in the United States had been canceled by early evening on Friday. 

On Thursday, more than 2,000 US flights were canceled, according to data from flight tracking site 
FlightAware. And more than 2,100 US flights were canceled on Wednesday. 

The airports in Orlando and Tampa led with the most cancellations Thursday. Orlando and Charlotte had 
the most cancellations on Friday. 

US airlines, including American, Delta, Southwest and United, have introduced flexible change policies 
for impacted passengers. 

https://www.kake.com/story/47393881/florida-airports-reopening-as-ian-heads-for-south-carolina 

 

https://flightaware.com/live/cancelled/
https://flightaware.com/live/cancelled/
https://www.aa.com/i18n/travel-info/travel-alerts.jsp
https://www.delta.com/us/en/advisories/weather-alerts/hurricane-ian
https://www.southwest.com/html/advisories/swa_travel_advisory_20228231663963365231.html
https://www.united.com/ual/en/us/fly/travel/notices.html#waiver1
https://www.kake.com/story/47393881/florida-airports-reopening-as-ian-heads-for-south-carolina


 
 

 

Hurricane Ian killed has at least 19 people in America's Florida and has left around 2 million people 
without power. The storm flooded large parts of the state and caused widespread damage, which included 
turning several buildings into rubble, uprooting trees, and destroying infrastructure close to the coast. The 
storm made landfall on Wednesday.  
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https://www.outlookindia.com/international/hurricane-ian-kills-19-in-florida-leaves-2-million-without-power-photos-227037?photo-11 

 

https://www.outlookindia.com/international/hurricane-ian-kills-19-in-florida-leaves-2-million-without-power-photos-227037?photo-11


 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Live updates will be posted here regarding the impacts of Hurricane Ian on our region. 

Ian down to Cat 2 storm as it lashes Florida | 9:20 p.m. Wednesday 

Hurricane Ian is down to a Category 2 storm as it heads inland through the Florida Peninsula after making 
landfall earlier Wednesday as a Cat 4 storm. 

It was located about 40 miles northeast of Punta Gorda and 85 miles south-southwest of Orlando as of 9 
p.m. while hitting the state with “catastrophic storm surge, winds, and flooding,” the National Hurricane 
Center said. It was moving north-northeast at 8 mph. 

A University of Florida Coastal Monitoring Program wind tower located near Punta Gorda recently 
reported sustained winds of 55 mph with a wind gust of 78 mph . The automated station at the Punta 
Gorda Airport measured a gust of 109 mph just before 8 p.m. 

David Harris 

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather/hurricane/os-hurricane-ian-live-updates-20220929-43vyddd3xfccnbkvcvnzj22cri-story.html 

 

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather/hurricane/os-hurricane-ian-live-updates-20220929-43vyddd3xfccnbkvcvnzj22cri-story.html
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Allegiant Travel Co. is “assessing the damage” at its under-construction resort in southwest Florida and 
canceling flights through Monday at an airport there, after Hurricane Ian devastated the region. 

The Las Vegas-based airline canceled all flights in and out of Punta Gorda Airport through Monday and 
“will continue to assess the situation on the ground there and make adjustments as necessary,” 
spokeswoman Sonya Padgett told the Review-Journal on Friday. 

“Air travel is a critical function during a crisis such as this, so we are working closely with Punta Gorda 
Airport authorities to resume service as quickly as possible,” she said. 

Padgett also said the company doesn’t have “an update to provide right now” on its Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor project, “as we have just begun assessing the damage and expect to know more in the 
coming weeks.” 

Later on Friday, Allegiant announced a $100,000 donation to the American Red Cross for hurricane 
relief. 

Gregory Anderson, Allegiant’s president and chief financial officer, said in a news release Thursday that 
the company had been preparing for the hurricane over the past several days. 

It gave customers “re-accommodations at no charge, including refunds to give them time to adjust travel 
plans.” It also “repositioned aircraft out of the Florida area” and provided options for employees, their 
families, and pets “to find shelter in other bases.” 

He also said the Sunseeker teams had “worked around the clock to help safeguard the resort.” 

clipper
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Sunseeker is slated to feature 500 hotel rooms and more than 180 extended-stay suites, as well as bars, 
restaurants and conference space. 

It is being built along the Peace River in Port Charlotte, Florida. Drone video taken Thursday in Port 
Charlotte, and available on The Washington Post’s website, showed flooded residential streets and 
damaged homes after the hurricane hit. 

The storm flooded a Port Charlotte hospital’s lower-level emergency room, and fierce winds tore part of 
the roof from its intensive-care unit, The Associated Press reported. 

The hurricane made landfall in South Carolina on Friday, after it left at least 25 people dead in Florida, 
CNN reported. 

Allegiant broke ground on Sunseeker in 2019, suspended construction in March 2020 amid the early 
chaos of the pandemic, and resumed construction in summer 2021. 

As of this August, Sunseeker was expected to open in the second quarter of 2023. 

Allegiant, an ultra-low-cost carrier, is known for flying from small, underserved cities to warm-weather 
vacation spots, often without competition on its routes. 

Contact Eli Segall at esegall@reviewjournal.com or 702-383-0342. Follow @eli_segall on Twitter. 

https://www.reviewjournal.com/life/travel/allegiant-canceling-flights-assessing-hurricane-damage-to-florida-resort-2649092/ 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/local/weather/port-charlotte-heavily-damaged-after-hurricane-ian/2022/09/29/b79143a3-de6d-48f3-811e-61f2cf660c5a_video.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/local/weather/port-charlotte-heavily-damaged-after-hurricane-ian/2022/09/29/b79143a3-de6d-48f3-811e-61f2cf660c5a_video.html
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-air-has-expanded-into-some-unusual-side-businesses-for-an-airline-1696066/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-suspends-resort-construction-to-cope-with-virus-fallout-1985644/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/business/allegiant-lands-350m-loan-for-florida-resort-project-2459605/
mailto:esegall@reviewjournal.com
https://twitter.com/eli_segall
https://www.reviewjournal.com/life/travel/allegiant-canceling-flights-assessing-hurricane-damage-to-florida-resort-2649092/


 

 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Forrest Masters, a civil engineer from the University of Florida (UF), spent much of Wednesday hunkered 
down at the Punta Gorda Airport near Fort Myers, Florida, as 185-kilometer-per-hour winds from 
Hurricane Ian lashed the building—and nearby instruments collected data. 

At the same time, marine ecologist Eric Milbrandt was sitting in a hotel across the state in West Palm 
Beach, watching news reports and worrying about the fate of his marine laboratory on Sanibel Island, a 
barrier island near Fort Myers that was in the direct path of the storm. 

For scientists, Hurricane Ian, which roared onto Florida’s southwest coast on Wednesday as a Category 4 
storm with winds of 250 kilometers per hour, has been both a research opportunity and an ordeal. The 
winds cut power for more than 2.5 million and caused extensive damage, and floodwaters swamped 
communities. President Joe Biden on Thursday warned of “early reports of what may be substantial loss 
of life.” 

For some like Masters, the storm was an object of study, promising insights into everything from the 
adequacy of building codes to the fate of sand dunes during storms. Milbrandt and others, meanwhile, 
have been forced to flee and are now worried about their homes, experiments, and laboratories. 

“I don’t know the condition of my house or my parents’ house, whether it’s livable,” Milbrandt told 
ScienceInsider yesterday. He directs the lab for the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit 
that studies environmental conditions along the coast of southwestern Florida. “The access to the island is 
going to be quite difficult for the next several months, I would imagine.” 
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Florida Governor Ron DeSantis on Thursday described the storm surge on Sanibel Island as “biblical.” 
But Milbrandt was confident that most of the foundation’s lab—built in 2018—was likely above 
floodwaters and had withstood the gale. The bridge connecting the island to the mainland is a different 
story. Images show a gap in the causeway and wreckage from the road lying in the water. The 
foundation’s network of water quality sensors is another apparent casualty. Just one of five sensors 
deployed in nearby waters was still reporting measurements Thursday. A buoy stationed offshore 
recorded 4.5-meter waves and powerful currents on Wednesday. Then it moved 1.6 kilometers from its 
usual location before going silent. “We think it either sank or got buried,” Milbrandt says. 

At the Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium, based in Sarasota, 100 kilometers to the north, the scale of 
the damage was still unclear Thursday evening. The lab announced Monday that it was closing. “Staff 
members are focusing on protecting themselves and personal property, checking in on loved ones, dealing 
with power outages, etc.,” spokesperson Stephannie Kettle wrote in an email Thursday. “I will update you 
when it is safe to do so.” 

Damage at one Mote laboratory dedicated to coral research was “not too bad” postdoctoral scientist Sara 
Williams reported on Twitter Thursday afternoon. “We were lucky,” she wrote. 

The effects rippled out hundreds of kilometers from the hurricane’s eye, which crossed the coast near Fort 
Myers. In St. Petersburg, scientists at Eckerd College scrambled to ship frozen biological samples to a 
private facility away from the coast. Some experiments, however, couldn’t be saved. Amy Siuda, a 
biological oceanographer at Eckerd, had been planning to study the growth rates of pelagic sargassum, a 
kind of floating seaweed that has exploded in parts of the Caribbean. In the past month, she had driven 
across the state to collect samples and was rearing them in a greenhouse in 210 jars with varying 
temperatures and salinity levels. On Monday, as the college closed its campus, she pulled the plug on the 
chillers and heaters controlling the temperatures. “It’s really disheartening,” Siuda says. 

For others the hurricane brought new data. As the storm approached, Masters drove from the UF campus 
in Gainesville toward the storm with six vehicles loaded with 20 tons of equipment. The goal: “To collect 
measurements in the areas that are going to be the hardest hit,” a bleary Masters said on Thursday, after 
returning home from several days with little sleep. 

His team tried to erect sensor-laden towers on a barrier island near Fort Myers to measure wind and 
floodwaters but could not anchor the towers securely in the sand. They did raise two other towers in the 
Punta Gorda area to measure winds close to the land surface. Soon after installing a final tower at the 
local airport, Masters and his team sought shelter at a reinforced building nearby, where they rode out the 
storm. 

The data collected by the sensors could help scientists better understand the wind conditions and how well 
buildings withstood them. After studying 40 storms over 20 years, Masters has seen a common pattern. 
Buildings suffer damage at slower wind speeds than they are supposed to withstand. “This has been a 
longtime problem,” he said. 

Now, as recovery begins, other scientists are getting on the road to study the damage. On Thursday, 
engineers driving cars equipped with camera systems much like those used to capture images for Google 
Maps headed toward southwestern Florida. There, they will gather footage as the first stage of a detailed 
investigation of damaged buildings. The work is run by a project funded by the National Science 
Foundation to swiftly examine the causes behind infrastructure damage from natural disasters. 

https://www.tampabay.com/hurricane/2022/09/29/it-was-just-blasting-us-hours-cape-coral-fort-myers-flooded-by-ian/
https://www.steer.network/copy-of-hurricane-ian-template
https://www.steer.network/copy-of-hurricane-ian-template


Already, the researchers have identified places to visit at the center of the storm damage that aren’t 
flooded and contain a mix of different buildings. Later, they will visit individual buildings to study them 
more closely. Events like Ian offer a “very good stress test” for buildings, says Tracy Kijewski-Correa, 
director of the program and a civil engineer at the University of Notre Dame. 

The weather is also stress-testing natural systems, including sand dunes along the shoreline. Earlier this 
year, a team led by Christine Angelini, a UF coastal ecologist, planted experimental dunes near 
Jacksonville on Florida’s northeast coast with more than 10,000 clumps of grasses. The goal was to 
understand how vegetation influences the fate of dunes during storms. 

Angelini suspects the fledgling project might have been wiped out by storm surge. But besides planting 
the experimental dunes, Angelini has compiled a detailed map of dunes along this part of the coast. She 
now hopes that documenting how they fared during Ian will shed light on what makes some dunes strong 
and others weak. “We’re really hopeful that we’re going to get some interesting data,” she says. “It’s a 
wonderful opportunity.” 

A few states to the north, other scientists are waiting. After traveling across Florida, Ian is expected to 
deliver hurricane-force winds to the South Carolina coast today. 

https://www.science.org/content/article/scientists-hurricane-ian-posing-threats-and-opportunities 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1U-Z3JtkDUWFpteUjIOXcN_l5bsvoyW3n&ll=26.921231411195738%2C-82.04472460837945&z=13
https://www.science.org/content/article/scientists-hurricane-ian-posing-threats-and-opportunities


 

 

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Multiple airports in Florida are reopening today, Friday, September 30th, following hurricane Ian. Despite 
millions being without power, several highly trafficked airports will soon be operating again. The 
hurricane has since left the region and is heading towards the Carolinas. It is expected to make landfall a 
second time. This time it is expected to be a category one hurricane. 
 
Damaged Airports 

The airports will be reopening while city streets remain flooded and search and rescue operations 
continue in southwest and central Florida. All airports being reopened have been thoroughly checked for 
building and airfield damage. The Fort Meyers Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW) is still 
without power, like the rest of the city. It is unclear when this airport will be reopened, having closed in 
preparation for the storm on Tuesday. The nearby Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) will remain closed as well. 
However, its control tower will be open to help with air traffic control services. 

Reopening after the storm 

One of the larger airports reopening is Tampa 
International Airport (TPA). The airport will open 
this morning at 10:00 ET. The airport has been 
closed for the past three days, having closed on 
Tuesday as hurricane Ian approached Florida's 
west coast. The airport management has advised 
passengers to arrive two hours early for their 
departures. It requests the patience and 
compliance of its guests as it anticipates a high 
volume of passenger traffic today. 
To the south of TPA, Sarasota Bradenton 

https://simpleflying.com/tag/hurricane/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/storm/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/air-traffic-control/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/tampa-international-airport/
https://simpleflying.com/tag/tampa-international-airport/
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International Airport (SRQ) is scheduled to reopen today as well. 
The airport has stated that its blue terminal will not yet be opened 
as a large part of the roof was taken as a souvenir by hurricane 
Ian. This rash and irresponsible action has led to flooding in the 
terminal, accompanied by a large mess of tile and debris for the 
airport staff to clean up. To the west of TPA lies St. Pete-
Clearwater International Airport (PIE). PIE is ready to reopen 
later today. Later today, Orlando International Airport (MCO) 
will reopen at noon ET. Situated in central Florida, MCO closed a 
day after TPA on Wednesday. The airport has assured passengers 
that minimal damage was sustained and that the airport is safe to 
recommence operations. It requested that passengers not arrive 
before 10:00 ET. The nearby Melbourne Orlando International 
Airport (MLB) has already reopened, opening 06:00 ET this 
morning. Like MCO, MLB closed its doors on Wednesday. 

In the northeast corner of Florida, Jacksonville International Airport (JAX) was reopened at 07:00 ET this 
morning. The airport has stated that many airlines are not operating all of their routes today and that 
passengers should verify with their airlines if their booked flights are being flown today. 

Canceled flights 

Millions of Florida residents are without power and are cut off from emergency services following the 
storm. Airlines and Airports both anticipated the dangers that the storm would pose. This led to the 
temporary closure of airports all along the storm's predicted trajectory. Thousands of flights were 
canceled throughout the week in preparation for this storm. Demand for flights in and out of Florida is 
expected to remain high in the coming weeks as those whose travel plans were disrupted resume their 
travels. 

https://simpleflying.com/florida-airports-strart-to-reopen/ 
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — This morning, Governor Ron DeSantis issued updates on Hurricane Ian at the 
State Emergency Operations Center with Division of Emergency Management Director Kevin Guthrie. 
Full remarks are available here. 

Since 1:00 a.m., search and rescue operations have been underway in response to Hurricane Ian. Urban 
Search and Rescue Team 2 was the first on site and the Coast Guard made dozens of rescues overnight. 
There are 8 USAR teams with more than 800 team members performing search and rescue. There are 
currently 42,000 lineman responding to the more than 2 million reported power outages. Floridians 
should continue to heed local weather warnings and listen to local officials for updated safety 
information.  

Today, President Biden approved Governor DeSantis’ request for a Major Disaster Declaration, which 
unlocks federal assistance in affected areas for individuals; state, tribal, and local governments; and 
certain private nonprofit organizations. The Declaration makes federal funding available to governments 
and eligible nonprofit organizations in the affected areas for debris removal and emergency protective 
measures on a cost-sharing basis. Specifically, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
authorized to cover 100 percent of eligible costs for a period of 30 days beginning from September 23, 
2022. The Governor requested the Declaration immediately upon landfall of Hurricane Ian to ensure that 
the State can quickly move forward into response and recovery. The letter with this request can be 
found here. For assistance, visit www.disasterassistance.gov or call 1-800-621-3362. 
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The Florida Disaster Fund is the State of Florida’s official private fund established to provide 
financial assistance to our communities as they respond to and recover from times of emergency or 
disaster. In partnership with public, private, and other non-governmental organizations, the 
Florida Disaster Fund supports response and recovery activities. To contribute, please 
visit www.FloridaDisasterFund.org or text DISASTER to 20222.  

State preparation and response efforts include: 

 Search and Rescue 

• Since 1:00 a.m., search and rescue operations have been underway in response to Hurricane Ian. 
Urban Search and Rescue Team 2 was the first on site and the Coast Guard made dozens of 
rescues overnight. There are 8 USAR teams with more than 800 team members performing 
search and rescue. 

• The National Guard and the Coast Guard are landing helicopters on barrier islands to perform 
search and rescue.  

• Search and Rescue crews rallied at the Fort Myers Sports Complex and have been running 
operations for the past 5 hours.  

• Florida National Guard members are conducting incident awareness and assessment missions this 
morning in Sarasota, De Soto, Charlotte, Collier and Lee Counties. We expect that throughout the 
day, the Florida Guard will be engaged in a multitude of missions including search and rescue 
and route clearance operations.  

• Last night, Florida National Guard Brig. Gen. Sean Boyette, Task Force Florida commander, was 
appointed the Dual Status Command (DSC) commander in anticipation of Title 10 active-duty 
forces being assigned to assist with recovery operations.  

• Following Governor DeSantis' authorization, a total of 5,000 Florida Guardsmen have been 
activated to State Active Duty for Hurricane Ian response operations. Up to 2,000 Guardsmen 
from neighboring states are also activated to assist.  

  Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) 

• FDEM has compiled a Shelter in Place Survey to provide critical information to first responders 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. We are asking all individuals in the impact area of Hurricane 
Ian that made the decision to shelter in place to complete the survey. Please visit 
FloridaDisaster.org/Info to find the Shelter in Place Survey. 

• FDEM has activated the State Assistance Information Line (SAIL) to provide an additional 
resource for Floridians to receive up-to-date information regarding Hurricane Ian. Residents and 
visitors can call this toll-free hotline at 1-800-342-3557. 

• FDEM Liaisons have been identified and deployed to counties to provide on-site response 
assistance and to conduct damage assessments after the storm. 

• At the direction of FDEM Director and State Coordinating Officer Kevin Guthrie, Incident 
Management Teams (IMT) from Ohio and Colorado are on-scene to ensure additional support for 
response and recovery efforts after the storm. 

• FDEM is deploying several hundred shelter support staff to address staffing needs in counties that 
have opened their Special Needs hurricane shelters. Currently, more than 200 public shelters are 
open and available to impacted residents, with more than 50 of these being Special Needs 
Shelters. 

• FDEM is leading the State Emergency Response Team (SERT) for the Hurricane Ian response, 
with more than 350 SERT members staffing the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC). 
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• FDEM has received more than 1,500 resource requests for Hurricane Ian. Over 1,300 of these 
requests are currently being processed and are either en route or being mobilized. This includes 
the coordination of resources such as: trucks of food and water, generators and water pumps. 

• FDEM has over 3.5 million meals and over 1.8 million gallons of bottled water in preparation for 
distribution to impacted areas. 

o Several hundred generators and pumps, in addition to debris equipment, have been staged 
for response and recovery efforts. 

o 100,000 tarps to protect homes and allow more residents to stay at home rather than in a 
public shelter. 

o Two truckloads of blankets and five truckloads of cots to support displaced residents. 
o FDEM is currently coordinating the provision of meals for first responders staged in 

Orange County. 
• FDEM is in constant communication with all 67 county emergency management offices and state 

agencies to coordinate protective actions and needed resources ahead of potential storm impacts. 

 Power 

• There are currently 2.5 million people without power.  
o More than 1.5 million of those outages are in 7 southwest Florida counties.  
o For a full report on current outages, click here. 

• 42,000 linemen from utilities across the state are working 24/7 to restore power.  
• 125 Florida Highway Patrol Officers are transporting utility crews into the area. 

  Health and Human Services 

• AHCA has activated reporting in the Health Facility Reporting System (HFRS) and is requesting 
all health care providers report their census, available beds, evacuation status and generator status 
information. This information allows AHCA to assist health care providers in transferring 
patients if needed and ensure health care providers in impacted areas have the necessary resources 
and adequate power. 

• Patient Movement Mission (DOH 4052) is activated. This mission is a combined by AHCA, 
along with FHA, FHCA, LeadingAge, Florida Senior Living and Florida Assisted Living 
Associations.  

• This mission also supports the evacuation of nearly 8,000 patients and residents from more than 
180 health care facilities.  

• Nearly 400 ambulances, paratransit busses, and support vehicles are responding to areas of 
anticipated landfall.  

• The Agency sent a Medicaid Provider Alert outlining Key Medicaid Information for Fee-For-
Service and Managed Care Providers during Hurricane Ian, this can be found here. 

• AHCA has activated the Emergency Patient Look-Up System (E-PLUS). Special needs shelters 
for 16 counties are able to utilize the system to retrieve patient medical records. E-PLUS is also 
available to assist medical providers and emergency response personnel with locating missing or 
displaced persons after the storm. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency for 
Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any necessary 
health and safety actions, this can be found here.  

• AHCA has identified Home Medical Equipment providers that can assist with supplying oxygen 
supplies to Special Needs Shelters. 

• The Agency partnered with Florida Health Care Association and Florida Hospital Association to 
initiate statewide calls with long term care facilities and hospitals. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F0pfgnj%2Fgywbvpf%2Fokvr6bb&data=05%7C01%7CClintonBeall%40iheartmedia.com%7C070f16e73ecc426465a608daa2412a64%7C122a527e5b714eba878d9810b495b9e3%7C0%7C0%7C638000698035068275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fURK5P5MQe8cCt0fyNAEPpadUewLLzIzp0LiFPwjKSs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F0pfgnj%2Fgywbvpf%2F4cwr6bb&data=05%7C01%7CClintonBeall%40iheartmedia.com%7C070f16e73ecc426465a608daa2412a64%7C122a527e5b714eba878d9810b495b9e3%7C0%7C0%7C638000698035068275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CSe7viL1JafJyD2dNUplHq2lywbi10f5XtLD7%2B7x%2F0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F0pfgnj%2Fgywbvpf%2Fk5wr6bb&data=05%7C01%7CClintonBeall%40iheartmedia.com%7C070f16e73ecc426465a608daa2412a64%7C122a527e5b714eba878d9810b495b9e3%7C0%7C0%7C638000698035068275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mfp3R82cdNCmy3NeW%2Fr7iu4qErwZtnnzFLVV7IPNhgE%3D&reserved=0


• As of today, 100% of operating long-term care facilities have a generator on-site. The Generator 
Status Map for long-term care facilities is available here. 

• Overnight, the state has been monitoring several healthcare facilities on generator power, two 
healthcare facilities are in the process of evacuating.  

• 400 additional nurses are moving into southwest Florida to assist. 
• APD regions are providing mutual aid to the impacted regions assisting with communicating to 

clients, providers, group homes, and employees. 
• APD is following up with all APD-licensed group homes in the affected areas to ensure all clients 

are safe. 
• No storm damage has currently been found at the Tacachale Center in Gainesville.   
• DOEA service providers around the state are in progress or have completed check-in and 

informational calls to their senior clients. 
• Area Agencies on Aging that are expected to be impacted by Hurricane Ian have been distributing 

shelf-stable meals to their home delivery meal clients. 
• Area Agencies on Aging in the affected areas are coordinating with other agencies to answer 

local Elder Helpline calls during power outages (1-800-96-ELDER). 
• The Bay Pines VA Healthcare System will close the following locations for in person and 

procedure appointments: 
o C.W. Bill Young VA Medical Center: Monday, September 26 through Thursday, 

September 29. This closure extends to the Emergency Department. 
o North Pinellas and St. Petersburg VA Clinics: Wednesday, September 28 and Thursday, 

September 29. 
o Sarasota, Bradenton, and Port Charlotte VA Clinics: Wednesday, September 28. 

• The Douglas T. Jacobson State Veterans' Nursing Home in Port Charlotte is operational. 
Residents, staff and family members who sheltered in the home are safe and well. Hardened 
structure and roof are intact. The Veterans' Home is operating on generator power.  

• The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has announced health care facility closures in 
Florida for Thursday, Sept. 29. For details, visit https://www.floridavets.org/news/.  

• The State Surgeon General signed Emergency Order 22-004 authorizing licensed health care 
professionals in good standing from out of state to practice in Florida for the duration of the EO. 
These professionals include: Physicians, Osteopathic Physicians, Physician Assistants, Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses, Registered Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses, Certified Nursing 
Assistants, Paramedics, and Emergency Medical Technicians. In addition, the following licensed 
health care professionals are authorized to practice in Florida via Telehealth: Physicians, 
Osteopathic Physicians, Physician Assistants, and Advanced Practice Nurses. The EO can be 
found here. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed Emergency Order 22-001 waiving statutory 
procurement requirements to ensure DOH is able to deploy necessary action due to 
Hurricane Ian. This can be found here. 

• The State Surgeon General has signed a letter to allow staff of the Department and Agency 
for Health Care Administration to travel past curfews across state lines to conduct any 
necessary health and safety actions. 

• DOH has coordinated with the Office of Insurance Regulation to distribute an alert 
regarding permitted early prescription refills during a State of Emergency. This alert was 
sent to health insurers, managed care organizations, health entities, and licensed health care 
providers. The alert can be found here. 

• DOH has coordinated with Federal partners to support the deployment of nearly 100 individuals 
through various health and medical teams. These teams stand ready in Orlando, Atlanta, and 
Warner Robbins Air Force Base in Georgia. 

• DOH continues to coordinate across 67 county health departments on any necessary preparation 
resources, in coordination with county emergency managers. 
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  Infrastructure 

• Most of I-75, outside Charlotte and Lee Counties, is open.  
• Crews are working to re-open the rest of I-75.  
• There are several bridges and roads that remain closed. 
• FDOT has dispatched 100 engineers working in teams of 2 to perform bridge inspections.  
• FDOT has deployed 1,200 individuals to perform cut-and-toss operations.  
• FHP is assisting FDOT with bridge closures across impacted areas 
• Current conditions are highly hazardous. Please stay off the roadways until it is confirmed to be 

safe for travel. 
• Turnpike Service Plazas are closed at Fort Drum, Canoe Creek and Turkey Lake. 
• There are current Major Road and Bridge Closures. The list of closures as of 10 a.m., 

9/29/22 is listed below. Up-to-date closures listed on FL511.com:  
o Brevard County 
o Richy Road Southbound at US-1 
o DeSoto County 
o SR 72 at SR 70 
o Flagler County 
o SR-100 Eastbound at N. Central Ave 
o Hardee County 
o S.R. 64 East at Parnell Road 
o Indian River County 
o Indian River Blvd at Royal Palm Poine 
o Lee County 
o Pine Island Road Bridge 
o Sanibel Causeway 
o Manatee County 
o John Ringling Causeway  
o Bridge at S.R. 64 / Manatee Ave East   
o Cortez Bridge 
o Orange County 
o I-4 Express at Kirkman 
o I-4 Express at MM 79 
o SR-551/ Goldenrod Road at Nolton Way 
o SR-520 at SR 528 
o Turnpike at Orange Blossom Trail On Ramp 
o SR 417 Exit 12 
o Osceola County 
o Vermont Ave at 13th Street 
o W Vine St at John Young parkway  
o Columbia Ave at 13th Street 
o Pinellas County 
o Sunshine Skyway Bridge  
o Memorial Causeway 
o Sarasota County 
o John Ringling Causeway 
o Sumter County 
o SR 50 at CR 773 
o US 301 a CR 470 
o Volusia County 
o Ormond Beach – Granada Blvd at Halifax River – all lanes closed 
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o Daytona Beach – Mason Ave at Tower St – both directions, all lanes closed 
o Daytona Beach – Main St at S. Halifax Ave – both directions, all lanes closed 
o Daytona Beach – East International Speedway Blvd at North Beach St – both directions, 

all lanes closed 
o Daytona Beach – East Orange Ave at South Beach Street – both directions, all lanes 

closed 
o Daytona Beach - Lytle Ave at Palmetto St - both directions, all lanes closed 
o Port Orange – Dunlawton Ave at Halifax Dr – both directions, all lanes closed 
o Port Orange – Dunlawton Ave at South Peninsula Dr – both directions, all lanes closed 
o North Causeway at Washington Street 

• Ports that are currently closed:  
o Port of St. Petersburg  
o Seaport Manatee  
o Port of Fort Pierce  
o Port of Palm Beach  
o Port Canaveral  
o Port Fernandina 

• JAXPORT 
• Port of Key West 
• Ports that are open:  
• Port Tampa Bay  
• Port Everglades 
• PortMiami  
• Port of Pensacola  
• Port Panama City 
• Port St. Joe  
• Fuel Terminals: 
• Port Everglades: Fuel terminals open. One vessel of 25,000 barrels expected today, 13 vessel are 

in route. 
• Port Tampa Bay: 7 days of fuel in tanks, expecting trucks to start deliveries today. Waterside 

deliveries pending Coast Guard and Corps clearance for safe operations.  
• Port Manatee: Fuel terminal damage assessment currently being conducted. Port roads are clear.  
• Port Canaveral: Awaiting damage assessment  
• Current status of airports is listed below. While some facilities have scheduled closures, 

individual airlines may decide to cease flights earlier. Please go to your airline's website for re-
booking and other flight information.  

o Daytona Beach International Airport – Closed  
o Gainesville Regional Airport –Airline operations will be suspended beginning at 6:00am 

on 09/29/22. 
o Jacksonville International Airport - The airport terminal is currently closed and all 

commercial flights are canceled in and out of JAX on 09/29/2022. 
o Melbourne Orlando International Airport – Closed  
o Northeast Florida Regional Airport – Emergency Operations Only  
o North Perry Airport- Closed 
o Orlando International Airport – Emergency Operations Only. Closed to Commercial 

Service. 
o Orlando Sanford International Airport- Emergency Operations Only  
o Punta Gorda Airport - Closed – Runway clearing in progress 
o Sarasota Bradenton International Airport- Emergency Operations Only  
o Southwest Florida International Airport – Closed  
o St. Pete/Clearwater International Airport - Closed  
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o Tampa International Airport – Closed  
• Transit and passenger rail is suspended in the following: 
• Collier Area Transit (till this afternoon) 
• Hillsborough Area Regional Transit 

o Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority  
o LeeTran  
o Lynx (Central Florida/Orlando)  
o Citrus County 
o Lake County 
o Pasco County 

• Citrus Connection 
• Space Coast Area Transit 
• Votran 
• Palm Tran 

o Martin County 
o Indian River County 
o Gainesville Regional Transit System 
o Jacksonville Transportation Authority  
o Ride Solution/Putnam  
o Nassau County 
o St Johns County 
o Key West Transit 

• Service Open: 
o Miami-Dade Transit 
o Broward County Transit 

• SunRail suspended 
• Tri-Rail running regular service  

Mass Care 

• There 260 shelters open with 34,000 people.  
• 295 truckloads of food and water are on their way into the area.  
• Over 3.5 million meals and over 1.8 million gallons of bottled water are being deployed to 

impacted areas. 

1. DCF released $235,351,849 in early SNAP benefits to a household population of approximately 
773,579 people at risk of impact for Hurricane Ian. More information can be found 
here: ACCESS Florida - Florida Department of Children and Families (myflfamilies.com) 

2. 34 licensed group homes have been evacuated across the state.  
3. DCF is hosting daily calls with Managing Entities and Community Based Care lead 

agencies to remain apprised of all storm updates.  

• DCF is ensuring all Mental Health Treatment Facilities and methadone treatment programs are 
fully operational. 

• DCF is partnering with its community based care lead agencies to contact all caregivers/foster 
families with dependent children in their home to assess needs and ensure safety.  

• Florida Housing has ensured that all current listings are up to date in the event that families need 
to quickly relocate at www.FloridaHousingSearch.org. 

• Each SHIP office has an adopted disaster strategy that allows for assistance in the immediate 
aftermath of a declared disaster. Strategies may include temporary relocation and rental 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F0pfgnj%2Fgywbvpf%2Foo2r6bb&data=05%7C01%7CClintonBeall%40iheartmedia.com%7C070f16e73ecc426465a608daa2412a64%7C122a527e5b714eba878d9810b495b9e3%7C0%7C0%7C638000698035224520%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xJhL2vTn9YjllUDTW2m00T9SIhTj5F5FfH0YUXI4hyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F0pfgnj%2Fgywbvpf%2F4g3r6bb&data=05%7C01%7CClintonBeall%40iheartmedia.com%7C070f16e73ecc426465a608daa2412a64%7C122a527e5b714eba878d9810b495b9e3%7C0%7C0%7C638000698035224520%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bDJsRMiOkPX6ah9TpEelrCamCNgo%2FGNMwURhAgKaWRE%3D&reserved=0


assistance, debris removal and short-term repairs to prevent further damage to the structure or to 
allow for occupancy until further repairs are made. Please contact your local office directly for 
more information: Local Government Information (floridahousing.org) 

    Law Enforcement 

• FHP has deployed a mobile command center to the State Emergency operations Center to provide 
enhanced communication capabilities and additional resources. 

• More than 1,700 sworn FHP members are ready to assist with enhanced evacuation and response 
efforts. 

• FHP has activated 12-hour Alpha, Bravo shifts for more than 500 Troopers across Florida gulf 
coast. 

• FHP has placed 330 Quick Reactionary Force troopers moving into affected areas quickly to 
provide immediate relief. 

• FHP is strategically utilizing high-water rescue vehicles to aid search and rescue and damage 
assessment efforts. 

• FHP has strategically using its fixed-wing aircraft to monitor traffic routes and to aid search and 
rescue and damage assessment efforts. 

• FHP has deployed its unmanned aerial vehicle teams to assist in search and rescue and damage 
assessment efforts. 

• FHP Regional Communications Centers are preparing to perform take-over services for other 
impacted FHP dispatch centers to ensure all state law enforcement officers continue to receive 
dispatch services. 

• FHP is providing liaisons to affected county emergency operations centers. 
• FHP encourages evacuating motorists to report disabled vehicles or dangerous driving conditions 

to *FHP (*347). 
• FLHSMV driver license and motor vehicle service center closures can be found here. 
• FLHSMV has issued Emergency Order 092422, which 

o Waives specific requirements for commercial motor vehicles providing emergency relief; 
and 

o Waives the replacement fees for driver’s license and identification credentials, vehicle 
registrations and titles, vessel registrations and titles and temporary parking permits for 
impacted individuals. 

• 78 FWC officers and 2 vehicle and vessel mechanics have deployed to the affected area with a 
full complement of four-wheel drive vehicles, vessels and response and recovery equipment and 
supplies. 

• 15 FWC Special Operations Group officers from the Northwest Region have deployed with four-
wheel drive vehicles and vessels to assist four Urban Search and Rescue Teams with response 
efforts. 

• 15 FWC Special Operations Group officers from the Northeast Region have deployed with four-
wheel drive vehicles and vessels to aid affected residents. 

• The FWC has deployed 1 mobile command trailer and 3 BERG units to provide communications 
and operational support to officers in the area while they respond to calls for assistance. 

• 25 FWC officers from the Northwest Region are standing by to augment the first wave of 
response units, with additional four-wheel drive vehicles, vessels, UTVs, ATVs and other 
equipment. 

• In addition to public safety missions, FWC Special Operations Group (SOG) teams are serving as 
reconnaissance units for the State EOC and reporting back on the damage.  

• FWC Aviation Section is providing the EOC with aerial assistance, reconnaissance and post-
storm damage assessments. 
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• FDLE regional support and logistics teams throughout the state are preparing to deploy personnel 
and equipment for a ready response to the aftermath of the storm. FDLE has started pre-staging 
equipment and mobile command posts at strategic locations. Teams with chainsaws, tarps, and 
other supplies are assembling. 

  Private Sector Support  

• Partners including Walmart and Publix have indicated that they are constantly bringing additional 
supplies into the state to restock inventory. 

• Publix has delivered more than 700 truckloads of water equal to almost a million cases, delivered 
more than 3 million pounds of ice, and is storing double stores' normal volumes. Prior to closing 
stores impacted by the storm, Publix donated perishable products to local police, firefighters, and 
emergency response teams, and also ensured that associates that work nearby and prepare these 
stores for the storm received donated product for themselves and their families. Publix associates 
have diligently taken care of their customers, communities, and each other. 

• AT&T is waiving talk, text, and data overage charges for AT&T Postpaid & PREPAID customers 
with billing addresses in 828 zip codes across Florida from September 28, 2022, through October 
28, 2022, to keep customers connected before, during and after any major storm event. 

• Rosen Hotels and Resorts is activating their Florida Residents Distressed Rates to give Floridians 
a safe, affordable place to ride out Hurricane Ian. Evacuees can call 866-33-ROSEN (76736) to 
reserve a room. 

• VISIT Florida has activated the Emergency Accommodations Portal at Expedia.com/Florida, 
which is updated with the latest on available listings. 

• Comcast has opened Xfinity WiFi hotspots in Central, North and Southwest Florida, and the 
Panhandle for Xfinity customers and non-customers to stay connected during and after the storm. 
Details are available at Florida.Comcast.com/2022/09/27/comcast-opens-free-xfinity-wifi-
hotspot-network-as-hurricane-ian-approaches/. 

• Lowe’s continues to have stores open in counties not directly impacted by Hurricane Ian to 
receive storm and recovery-related products, such as generators, water, gas cans, sand, plywood, 
batteries, flashlights, and other materials. Additionally, 30 fuel trucks are staged at Lowes store 
locations for re-entry after the storm. Lowe’s is leveraging its vast supply chain network to bring 
much needed response product into the state. 

• The Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association is getting the word out to lodging establishments 
to relax their pet policies and to share that there are still available hotels and other lodging 
available from Tallahassee to Pensacola and Palm Beach, Broward and Dade. 

• Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) is in regular communication with seaport, rail, airport, fuel, and 
power providers to coordinate between public and private sector partners ensuring that assistance, 
goods, and services during and after the storm are being delivered. 

• As families evacuate and create their emergency plans ahead of Hurricane Ian, UHaul is offering 
30 days of free storage and U-Box container usage at 43 Florida locations. Find additional 
information at www.uhaul.com/about/ listed under “Top Stories.”  

• Private-sector partner, Uber, is offering round-trip rides to and from Southwest Florida shelter 
locations in Orange, Brevard, Seminole, Volusia, and Osceola counties listed 
at www.FloridaDisaster.org/PlanPrepare/Shelters. Riders can enter promotional code 
IANRELIEF in the app to redeem a free round-trip up to $30 each way. Rides must be requested 
to or from any state-approved evacuation shelter in Florida. 

• DEO is updating www.FloridaDisaster.biz with real-time information for business owners to 
prepare their businesses, families, and employees for Hurricane Ian. 

• DEO has alerted the statewide Community Action Agency (CAA) Network to initiate disaster 
preparedness activities following the Emergency Order. 
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• DEO’s Secretary Dane Eagle distributed a memo on Tuesday, September 27, 2022, releasing $1.4 
million in Low-Income Home Energy Assistant Program (LIHEAP) set-aside emergency funding 
for use by LIHEAP providers across the state to support preparedness activities such as 
transportation and temporary housing to preserve health and safety. 

• DEO’s Rebuild Florida team continues to monitor Hurricane Ian and is preparing to remobilize 
their disaster recovery efforts following a safe passage after the storm. 

• Career centers in the following counties may experience temporary closures following county 
closure announcements:  

o CareerSource Gulf Coast 
o CareerSource North Florida 
o CareerSource Florida Crown 
o CareerSource Northeast Florida 
o CareerSource North Central Florida 
o CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion 
o CareerSource Flagler Volusia 
o CareerSource Central Florida 
o CareerSource Brevard 
o CareerSource Pinellas 
o CareerSource Tampa Bay 
o CareerSource Pasco Hernando 
o CareerSource Polk 
o CareerSource Suncoast 
o CareerSource Heartland 
o CareerSource Research Coast 
o CareerSource Palm Beach County 
o CareerSource Broward 
o CareerSource South Florida 
o CareerSource Southwest Florida 

• VISIT FLORIDA has activated its Emergency Accommodations Module on Expedia to provide 
real-time hotel availability and lodging resources for impacted Floridians and visitors. 

• VISIT FLORIDA is working with expedia and their partners to encourage flexible pet policies 
and cancellation/change fees. 

• Enterprise Florida activated its Disaster Assistance page with a list of state and federal resources 
available for businesses to utilize in their mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery 
activities.   

 Florida Department of Education (DOE) 

• DOE is working with all superintendents in the impacted areas to coordinate damage assessments 
and identify resources that will be needed to support these counties.  

• At the peak of the storm, 59 school districts were closed. 20 school districts have confirmed they 
will open either tomorrow or Monday.  

• Early Learning Coalitions have closed in the following counties: Bradford, Baker, Brevard, 
Broward, Citrus, Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Dixie, Duval, Flagler, Gilchrist, Glades, Hardee, 
Highlands, Hendry, Hernando, Hillsborough, Indian River, Lake, Lee, Levy, Martin, Manatee, 
Marion, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Nassau, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, 
Putnam, Pinellas, Polk, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, St. Johns, St. Lucie, Volusia. 

• The Florida Department of Education is consistently updating its website with school district 
closures, as well as State University System and Florida College System Closures. 

• For a full list of school district, university and college closures, visit fldoe.org/storminfo. 
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   Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

• Following the issuance of the Governor’s Executive Order, DEP issued an Emergency Final 
Order waiving permitting requirements for the storage and processing of solid waste, including 
storm debris. 

• DEP has also issued an Emergency Final Order to expedite necessary repair, replacement and 
restoration of structures, equipment, surface water management systems, works and other systems 
damaged by the storm. 

• Inspectors completed pre-storm beach surveys in all shoreline counties. 
• Hazardous Area Response Teams are preparing for potential assessment and deployment to 

impacted areas. 
• All significant Hazardous Waste facilities within the affected counties have been contacted to 

ensure all pre-storm landfall preparations are being made. 
• Florida state park closures can be found at www.floridastateparks.org/StormUpdates. 
• Visitors with existing camping and cabin reservations at impacted parks will be notified of their 

reservation status. 
• WaterTracker is active, DEP’s online portal for wastewater and drinking water facilities to report 

their operational status. 

  Telecommunications 

• 100 portable cell phone towers are deploying into the area to support connectivity in Southwest 
Florida.  

• The Telecommunications Division is working with telecom partners to ensure that the state’s 
communications networks have redundancies and remain operational for first responders to 
respond to Floridians during the storm. 

 Licensing    

• DBPR Emergency Order 2022-01 extends the renewal deadline from September 30 or October 1, 
2022, to October 31, 2022, for the following licenses: 

• Real Estate: Sales Associates, Broker Sales Associates, Brokers, Corporate Brokers, Partnerships, 
and Corporations and Branch Offices; 

• Alcoholic Beverages: Retail Vendors, Distributors, Manufacturers, Importers, Brokers, Sales 
Agents, and Passenger Common Carriers; 

• Drugs, Devices, and Cosmetics: Prescription Drug Wholesalers, Prescription Drug Wholesaler – 
Broker Only, Out-of-State Prescription Drug Wholesalers, and All Other DDC Licenses; 

• Hotels and Restaurants: Public Lodging Establishments, Vacation Rentals, Timeshare Projects, 
and Public Food Service Establishments; and 

• Community Association Managers. 
• Licenses renewed on or before October 31, 2022 shall be considered as timely renewals and will 

not be assessed any late fees. 
• DBPR Emergency Order 2022-01 also extends the deadline for the filing of monthly reports and 

returns by certain alcoholic beverage and tobacco license holders from October 10, 2022, to 
October 31, 2022. Additionally, the order suspends and tolls through October 31, 2022, all final 
orders reflecting final agency action and all time requirements and deadlines for filing responses 
outlined in agency orders. 

• DBPR Board Meeting cancellations and other updates can be found 
at http://myfloridalicense.com/emergency. 
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• DBPR’s Division of Drugs, Devices and Cosmetics is coordinating with wholesale distributors of 
prescription drugs and medical gases to provide information and support relating to exceptions 
for the emergency distribution of these critical supplies where needed. 

  Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) 

• OIR issued Emergency Order 300997-22-EO in response to Hurricane Ian regarding the 
extension of grace periods, limitations on cancellations and nonrenewals, deemers and limitations 
on “use and file” filings. This Emergency Order is issued to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare of all Florida policyholders. 

• OIR instituted a data call for the purpose of collecting catastrophe claims data related to 
Hurricane Ian. OIR is requiring daily catastrophe claims reporting for Hurricane Ian starting 
Friday, September 30 to assist with determining the impact of Hurricane Ian on Florida’s 
insurance industry. More information regarding catastrophe claims data and reporting is 
available here. 

  Office Closures  

• State facilities closed can be found at dms.myflorida.com/buildingclosures and the Florida DMS 
Emergency Information Hotline at 888-336-7345. 

• The Lottery’s Gainesville and Jacksonville District Offices will be closed to employees and the 
public beginning Thursday, September 29 until further notice. 

• The Lottery’s Tampa, Fort Myers, Orlando, Miami, and West Palm Beach District Offices also 
remain closed to employees and the public until further notice. 

• Players are encouraged to visit www.flalottery.com for the most up-to-date information regarding 
Lottery office closures. 

https://1055thebeat.iheart.com/featured/operation-stormwatch-ft-myers/content/2022-09-29-search-and-rescue-efforts-underway-following-
hurricane-ian/ 
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From behind a shield of metal shutters in Port Charlotte, Florida, Mark Tully said that Hurricane Ian 
sounded like a roaring train engine. 

“You could just hear like the roar of a train going around you, or like airplanes flying overhead or 
something,” Tully said. “It was just constant.” 

Mark and Lisa Tully — part-time residents of Pittsfield and Port Charlotte — weathered the fifth-
strongest hurricane to hit the United States for nearly eight hours on Wednesday, watching as wind and 
rain pulled out a nearby streetlight and dumped it on their roof. The storm was so loud, the couple took 
Nyquil on Wednesday night in a bit to get any kind of sleep. 

“If you were following the track of the storm we were a direct hit,” Mark Tully said Friday. “For my wife 
and I we were extremely lucky. We weathered the storm — we have a nice place down here and it 
sustained minimal damage.” 

“That’s not to say the same for a lot of other people — and I feel really bad for them and I’m hoping that 
they can get through it.” 

The Category 4 storm landed like a hammer on the 
western coast of Florida, one day after wreaking 
destruction on Cuba and leaving the entire island nation 
without power. Ian built up force as it moved towards 
Florida, reaching wind speeds of nearly 155 miles per 
hour as it made landfall. 

Officials are still totaling the devastation caused by Ian. 
The Associated Press reported Friday that the storm’s 
death count had reached 17 and that 2.67 million homes 



and businesses were without power. State officials said that federal and local responders had rescued as 
many as 700 people from after-storm flooding. 

One-time and part-time Berkshire residents were among the millions 
who had a front row seat to the storm. In Port Charlotte, the eye of 
Hurricane Ian passed within three miles from the Tully’s home. 

Mark Tully ventured into the storm a handful of times — making brief 
runs from his front porch out to his sidewalk to document the force of 
the hurricane. In a video Tully posted online, he shouts into a nearly 
horizontal downpour bending a nearby palm that “This is incredible.” 

When the rain stopped on Thursday, the Tullys left their home to 
survey the damage. The light pole ripped out by the storm was still 
resting on their garage roof and debris had put a hole through a screen 
— but otherwise their property was unharmed. Across a nearby 
boulevard, Tully said a mobile home community was a mess of 
wrapped metal and Styrofoam.  

“It just got obliterated,” Mark Tully said. 

The Tullys had long standing plans to be back in Pittsfield on Sunday — plans that were almost canceled 
when Punta Gorda Airport grounded their flight. The couple found a flight back to the Berkshires out of 
the Tampa airport and headed to the city Friday. They’re not sure when they’ll be back to their Florida 
home. 

“The power in Port Charlotte is not going to come on anytime soon — the infrastructure has just been 
destroyed,” Mark Tully said. “We’re not exactly sure what to do. If the power is not reestablished in 
Charlotte County by the time we come back, it wouldn’t be a nice place to go visit.” 

“Supplies will run out and I don’t know what people are going to do.” 

About 70 miles away from the Tullys in Florida, Marilyn and 
Tony Gattuso — who lived in Pittsfield for 30 years and 
settled in Naples two years ago — hunkered down in their 
home watching a nearby pond creep nearer and nearer to their 
condo with each hour of rain. 

The Gattusos said they decided to shelter in place, fearful that 
if they left their home and got caught in the storm they’d put 
someone else’s life at risk trying to rescue them. 

“We think that we had winds up to 111 miles [per hour],” Marilyn Gattuso said in a Friday phone call 
with The Eagle. “The palm trees were bending like divi-divi trees that you would see in Aruba.” 

Marilyn Gattuso said that the couple’s home lost power for somewhere between 24 and 36 hours. She 
recalled the deep feelings of isolation that crept in as the world went dark and the couple huddled next to 
a few solar lights and radio. 
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Nearby a firehouse took on six feet of water. Marilyn Gattuso said that the flooding of a home of a fellow 
Pittsfielder was so intense that a car floated down Gulf Shore Boulevard and was dumped into the 
complex’s pool. 

Marilyn Gattuso said when the storm cleared, that’s when the community came together sharing generator 
connections and getting a neighbor on oxygen out of his home and to his friends. 

“It’s a true indicator that during crisis people come together,” Marilyn Gattuso said. “They put aside 
politics, personal differences that they may have or the mundane silliness of everyday living in general 
and just without question come together.” 

“Everyone is trying to do their very very best to help one another,” she added. 

The Gattusos have been inundated with phone calls from friends and family across the country offering 
kind words and help. 

“We really feel like somehow it's really almost a miracle — I don't want to be overly dramatic — but it's 
almost a miracle that other than a few trees we’re all well and safe.” 

https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/local/berkshire-residents-call-safety-a-miracle-after-hurricane-ian-hits-florida/article_6c409876-40fb-
11ed-b5ce-67fbfe9fd69c.html 
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Travel company pledges support and activates platform for online donations 
 

LAS VEGAS, Sept. 30, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- Allegiant Travel Company (NASDAQ: ALGT) today 
announced a $100,000 donation to the American Red Cross as the nonprofit provides critical disaster 
relief to communities in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian. 
 
In addition, the Las Vegas-based company activated an online giving platform to empower anyone 
wishing to make an immediate donation to the American Red Cross. To donate, please visit HERE. 
 
The nonprofit has more than 500 volunteers in the hardest-hit areas in Florida, providing lifesaving 
assistance including shelter, food, water and other relief supplies for more than 60,000 victims. Hundreds 
of evacuation centers are open, providing shelter to more than 10,000 people displaced by the hurricane. 
 
"Our hearts are with everyone grappling with the destruction carved out by Hurricane Ian," said John 
Redmond, Allegiant's CEO. "As we confront difficult days ahead, we cannot forget the incredible 
resiliency that has been demonstrated by the people of Florida. Time and time again, we have seen first 
responders, volunteers, Allegiant team members and entire communities step up to help. With this 
donation, we hope to make a difference to Florida residents impacted by this storm." 
 
In addition to serving 10 airports throughout Florida, Allegiant is building Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte 
Harbor, near Punta Gorda Airport. The community was among those hardest hit by the storm. Other 
Allegiant communities impacted by the storm include St. Pete-Clearwater, Orlando-Sanford, Sarasota 
Bradenton, Key West and Jacksonville. 
 
"The Red Cross is thankful for Allegiant's generous donation, which enables us to provide shelter, food 
and comfort to families and communities in the aftermath of Hurricane Ian," said Elizabeth Penniman, 
vice president of communications at the American Red Cross. 
 
The greatest needs during these times are funds, blood donations and volunteers, according to the 
American Red Cross. However, monetary donations are the most efficient way to make a difference 
immediately. For that reason, Allegiant and the American Red Cross activated a "microsite," an online 
platform for disaster relief donations. To donate, please visit HERE. Through this initiative, Allegiant has 
previously raised hundreds of thousands of dollars after hurricanes wreaked havoc on communities where 
Allegiant employees live and work.   

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3664803-1&h=2359304789&u=http%3A%2F%2Fir.allegiantair.com%2F&a=NASDAQ%3A+ALGT
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-gives-100-000-to-american-red-cross-for-hurricane-relief-301638275.html#financial-modal
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3664803-1&h=1961925325&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org%2Fdonate%2Fcm%2Fallegiantair-pub.html%2F&a=HERE
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3664803-1&h=1961925325&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcross.org%2Fdonate%2Fcm%2Fallegiantair-pub.html%2F&a=HERE
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The American Red Cross anticipates a great need for additional volunteers in the next 30 to 60 days. For 
more information, please visit this website. Additionally, people are asked to participate in community 
blood drives during this time of urgent need for donors. Click here to schedule an appointment to give 
blood. 
 
Anyone affected by Hurricane Ian needing a safe place to go can find information for open Red Cross 
shelters on redcross.org, the Red Cross emergency app or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (800-733-2767). 
 
Allegiant – Together We Fly™ 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its 
heart, focused on connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 
1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation 
destinations with all-nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today, Allegiant's fleet serves 
communities across the nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average domestic roundtrip 
ticket. For more information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, is available 
at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF 
 
Media Contact 
Phone: 702-800-2020 
Email: mediarelations@allegiantair.com 
 
SOURCE Allegiant Travel Company 
 
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-gives-100-000-to-american-red-cross-for-hurricane-relief-301638275.html  
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