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$3 million approved for aviation technician facility 
The Charlotte County Airport Au

thority announced $3 million was ap
proved in the Florida state budget for a 
combined hangar and classroom facil
ity for Charlotte Technical College's 
FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School. The budget was 
approved by Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
June 2. 

A larger training facility at Punta 
Gorda Airport is necessary to meet the 
aviation industry's demand for aircraft 
mechanics, and state funding is essen
tial to keep CTC's costs low enough 
for tuition to remain affordable for stu
dents, officials said. 

"Training new Airframe & Pow
erplant certified mechanics is essen
tial to the future of air travel and the 
aviation industry," said CCAA Chair 
Robert D. Hancik. "This funding will 
further solidify CTC's success and al
low for the continued expansion of its 
training program at PGD." 

The hangar facility is planned to 

Don't forget to post your in-person and virtual events on our B2B events 
calendar at www.swfloridabu inesstoday. n calendar 

have four classrooms to accommo
date up to 100 students at a time and 
will be located within the airport's 
new aviation expansion area known 
as the "PGD AviEx." This location 
will streamline on-the-job training as 
the area becomes a hub for avionics 
and aircraft maintenance businesses. 
CCAA is planning to construct the fa
cility and enter into a long-term lease 
with Charlotte County Public Schools 
to occupy and maintain the facility. 

State Rep. Michael J. Grant, R-Port 
Charlotte, and Sen. Joe Gruters,· R
Sarasota, sponsored the appropriations 
request, which is intended to diversify 
economic development opportunities 
in the· region, create new and high
quality job candidates, and support a 
burgeoning aviation industry in Flor
ida. 

CCAA Commissioner Vanessa G. 
Oliver serves as the legislative liaison 
for the Board. 

"Our local educators, community 
and businesses leaders got behind the 
project and helped us raise awareness 
on a state level," Oliver said. "We want 
to thank them for their supportive let
ters, and our government officials in 
Tallahassee, for demonstrating their 
commitment to aviation initiatives in 
Charlotte County." 

CTC's Aviation Maintenance Tech
nician school was launched in August 
2021 utilizing its home base campus in 
Murdock as well as renovated facili
ties at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrow
ing the current building and hangar at 
PGD as it only allows for 50 students 
at a time. 

"Charlotte County Public Schools 

is very thankful for our partnership 
with· the Airport Authority," said 
CCPS Superintendent Steve Dionisio. 
"We are looking forward to growing 
the Aviation program and to providing 
the future workforce for Southwest 
Florida." 

The Governor's Office and Repre
sentative Grant received more than two 
dozen letters of support from Allegiant 
Air, Charlotte County Economic De
velopment, Economic Development 
Partnership, CareerSource Southwest 
Florida, Charlotte County Chamber 
of Commerce, Arcadia Aerospace, 
Florida South Western State College, 
Commercial Broker Danny Nix, Tur
bine Weld Industries, Piper Aircraft, In 
the Loop Consulting, Hendry County· 
Public Schools, Intrepid Aerospace, 
FGCU's Office of Innovative Educa
tion & Partnerships, Farlows on the 
Water, Blackbird Aviation and the 
Charlotte County Composite Squad
ron of the Civil Air Patrol. 
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Seagate Development Group hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for its 
newest design-build – American Builders & Contractors Supply Co., Inc.’s 60,000-square-foot warehouse 
and office area – at the Charlotte County Park of Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport, on June 
24th. 

Seagate and ABC Supply celebrated this monumental construction milestone with representatives from 
the City of Punta Gorda (including Mayor Lynne Matthews and Councilmember Mark Kuharski), 
Charlotte County Economic Development, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce and Charlotte 
County Airport Authority. The occasion was marked by a champagne toast, ceremonial scoop of dirt and 
refreshments. 

“We are so grateful to be welcomed to this wonderful area by our renowned client and great community 
leaders,” said Matt Price, CEO & Partner of Seagate Development Group. “Our team is already off to a 
great start with the site work, slab and metal building process. By the first quarter of 2023, this design-
build facility will officially be up and running.” 

This pre-engineered metal building – including metal panels and a stucco façade – will accommodate a 
53,200-plus-square-foot warehouse and a 6,700-plus-square-foot office area, along with a fenced outdoor 
yard. The office space will feature a conference room as well as a break room and showroom. 

This Seagate-designed and developed facility will sit on six acres, with 2.5 acres for future expansion. 

Earth Tech Enterprises – a Seagate Development Group company – is the site contractor, responsible for 
the silt fence and discing of vegetation as well as the construction entrance and importing approximately 
15,000 cubic yards of fill dirt. ABC Supply’s facility is being engineered by Herston Engineering 
Services and designed by PDS Architecture. 

https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/fort-myers/2022/07/02/seagate-hosts-ceremonial-groundbreaking-abc-supplys-
facility/7756938001/ 

https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/fort-myers/2022/07/02/seagate-hosts-ceremonial-groundbreaking-abc-supplys-facility/7756938001/
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/fort-myers/2022/07/02/seagate-hosts-ceremonial-groundbreaking-abc-supplys-facility/7756938001/
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Local News

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The Punta Gorda 
Council and Charlotte County Airport 
Authority cleared the air between the two 
boards during a recent joint meeting.

“I think social media has done some 
really nasty things to both of  our boards,” 
Punta Gorda Mayor Lynne Matthews said 
Wednesday. “I think it’s important that we 
open up our lines of  communication to make 
sure we are working together as well as we 
can for the greater good of  the community.”

No official decisions were made. However, 
the two groups agreed to host similar 
workshops on an annual basis.

“The bumps in the road that we’ve had (in 
the past), I think is history at this point and 
we need to move on from this point and time 
together,” Airport Authority Commission 
Chair Robert Hancik said. “That’s why we’re 
having this meeting.”

Over the last few years, the two agencies 
have dealt with complications arising from 
development.

The most recent issue involved avigation 
easements dealing with new housing within 
the airport’s region of  flight. Avigation 
easements are implemented to address 
airplane noise.

“I think the biggest thing for us is follow-
ing the state guidelines for zoning around 
airports,” Punta Gorda Airport CEO James 
Parish said. “Keeping the airport informed 
on rezoning so we can work with you (the 
city) and the developers if  there is a develop-
ment (with) potential of  being detrimental to 
the airport.”

The easement issue dates back to a Feb. 16 
council meeting where Hancik spoke during 
public comments, suggesting that the city 
had legal authority to require developers to 
grant the easements to the airport if  they 
were located within the airport’s flight path.

City Attorney David Levin provided a 
statement at that time, stating that it would 
be unconstitutional for the city to do so.

“I was faced with a question as it relates 
to the exercise of  the city’s quasi-judicial au-
thority with respect to rezoning and whether 
we can impose these actions on a developer 
in the form of  avigation easements,” Levin 
said Wednesday. “My answer then, and 
remains now, not under Florida law...But it 
wasn’t because the city didn’t want to try to 

Airport, 
PG officials 

agree to work 
together

SEE AIRPORT, 2B
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assist the airport authority, my 
role as city attorney was to advise 
if  they take such an action would 
it result in a significant liability to 
the city.”

The second issue between 
the boards dealt with airport 
privatization, with the city being 
approached by the airport’s former 
consultant about potential involve-
ment in the privatization proposal.

This was after a majority of  
the authority voted against it in 
December 2020.

The city never moved forward 
with it and the conversation ended.

“Concerning privatization, 
that’s a dead issue as far as I am 
concerned,” Hancik said. “I think 
there is a lot of  miscommunication 
as related to privatization between 
the city and the authority and our 
consultant at the time.”

City Manager Greg Murray said 
misunderstandings can arise when 
the city asks for information, “or 
wants to know more, it’s so that 
the city has good information so 
they can support what the airport 
is trying to do.

“It’s not so the council can be 
adversarial to the airport posi-
tion,” he added. “I think that’s the 
conversation that needs to change. 
A lot of  times, if  we don’t have the 
information, meetings like today 
certainly help continue to bridge 
those gaps.”

City Council Member Mark 
Kuharski is the airport liaison for 
the council.

“I will say that the slights 
(between our boards) started 
on my very first meeting that 
I attended and they continued 
after,” said Kuharski, who has 
served as liaison since taking office 
in November. “I think that it is 
important that the city and airport 
work together professionally, 
constructively and respectfully.”

Vice Mayor Debby Carey, who 
has also served as airport liaison 
in the past, added that she two had 
felt slighted by authority members.

“There has always been this 
little wedge of  suspicion and I 
don’t even know where it came 
from because we should all be on 
the same page,” Carey said. “I’m 

hoping that meeting like this will 
help us to see that.

“Going forward, I just don’t 
see any reason for any animosity 
between of  the members of  either 
body.”

Airport Commissioner Kathleen 
Coppola said she was never aware 
of  the animosity.

“I never felt that and I’m sorry 
if  you felt slighted in anyway,” she 
said. “I was not aware that there 
was a problem at all. I’m glad we 
are here to clear the air.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Airport Authority Commissioners Vanessa Oliver, left, and Kathleen 
Coppola during a joint workshop between the Airport Authority and 
the Punta Gorda Council.
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Seagate De-
velopment Group hosted a ground-
breaking ceremony for its newest de-
sign-build – American Builders & Con-
tractors Supply Co., Inc.’s 60,000-
square-foot warehouse and office area –
at the Charlotte County Park of Com-
merce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Air-
port, on June 24th.

Seagate and ABC Supply celebrated
this monumental construction mile-
stone with representatives from the
City of Punta Gorda (including Mayor
Lynne Matthews and Councilmember
Mark Kuharski), Charlotte County Eco-
nomic Development, Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce and Charlotte
County Airport Authority. The occasion
was marked by a champagne toast, cer-
emonial scoop of dirt and refreshments.

“We are so grateful to be welcomed to

this wonderful area by our renowned
client and great community leaders,”
said Matt Price, CEO & Partner of Sea-
gate Development Group. “Our team is
already off to a great start with the site
work, slab and metal building process.
By the first quarter of 2023, this design-
build facility will officially be up and
running.”

This pre-engineered metal building –
including metal panels and a stucco fa-
çade – will accommodate a 53,200-
plus-square-foot warehouse and a
6,700-plus-square-foot office area,
along with a fenced outdoor yard. The
office space will feature a conference
room as well as a break room and show-
room.

This Seagate-designed and devel-
oped facility will sit on six acres, with
2.5 acres for future expansion.

Earth Tech Enterprises – a Seagate
Development Group company – is the
site contractor, responsible for the silt
fence and discing of vegetation as well

as the construction entrance and im-
porting approximately 15,000 cubic
yards of fill dirt. ABC Supply’s facility is

being engineered by Herston Engineer-
ing Services and designed by PDS Ar-
chitecture.

Seagate hosts ceremonial groundbreaking
of ABC Supply’s design-build facility

Seagate Development Group
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Groundbreaking for American Builders & Contractors Supply Co., Inc.’s
60,000-square-foot warehouse and office area at the Charlotte County Park of
Commerce. SUBMITTED 
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Ultra-Low
3” Step-In

Multifunction
Handshower

Bask® Heated
Surfaces

The KOHLER® Walk-In Bath is designed with an ultra-low step-in, 
extra-wide door and easy-to-grip handrails to help keep you safe and 

secure as you ease in and out of your bath. Plus, the hydrotherapy and 
BubbleMassage™ jets create a spa-like experience, massaging your 

entire body as you soak relieving sore muscles and joints.

HYDROTHERAPY AT HOME

A SAFE SPA-LIKE EXPERIENCE FROM
THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME From 1,000+ online reviews

Ultra-Low
3” Step-In

Multifunction
Handshower

Bask® Heated
Surfaces

The KOHLER® Walk-In Bath is designed with an ultra-low step-in, 
extra-wide door and easy-to-grip handrails to help keep you safe and 

secure as you ease in and out of your bath. Plus, the hydrotherapy and 
BubbleMassage™ jets create a spa-like experience, massaging your 

entire body as you soak relieving sore muscles and joints.

HYDROTHERAPY AT HOME

A SAFE SPA-LIKE EXPERIENCE FROM
THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME From 1,000+ online reviews

Sale
LIMITED TIME OFFER

$1,500
OFF*

your KOHLER
Walk-In Bath

purchase

OFFER
EXPIRES
7/31/22

239-351-2839CALL TODAY
OFFER ENDS SOON

*New orders only. $1,500 off offer not 
valid on previous sales or estimates and 
cannot be combined with other offers. 
Financing available with approved credit. 
Other restrictions may apply. See sales 
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Seagate De-
velopment Group hosted a ground-
breaking ceremony for its newest de-
sign-build – American Builders & Con-
tractors Supply Co., Inc.’s 60,000-
square-foot warehouse and office area –
at the Charlotte County Park of Com-
merce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Air-
port, on June 24th.

Seagate and ABC Supply celebrated

this monumental construction mile-
stone with representatives from the
City of Punta Gorda (including Mayor
Lynne Matthews and Councilmember
Mark Kuharski), Charlotte County Eco-
nomic Development, Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce and Charlotte
County Airport Authority. The occasion
was marked by a champagne toast, cer-
emonial scoop of dirt and refreshments.

“We are so grateful to be welcomed to
this wonderful area by our renowned
client and great community leaders,”
said Matt Price, CEO & Partner of Sea-

gate Development Group. “Our team is
already off to a great start with the site
work, slab and metal building process.
By the first quarter of 2023, this design-
build facility will officially be up and
running.”

This pre-engineered metal building –
including metal panels and a stucco fa-
çade – will accommodate a 53,200-
plus-square-foot warehouse and a
6,700-plus-square-foot office area,
along with a fenced outdoor yard. The
office space will feature a conference
room as well as a break room and show-

room.
This Seagate-designed and devel-

oped facility will sit on six acres, with
2.5 acres for future expansion.

Earth Tech Enterprises – a Seagate
Development Group company – is the
site contractor, responsible for the silt
fence and discing of vegetation as well
as the construction entrance and im-
porting approximately 15,000 cubic
yards of fill dirt. ABC Supply’s facility is
being engineered by Herston Engineer-
ing Services and designed by PDS Ar-
chitecture.

(From Left to Right): Mark Kuharski, Councilmember, City of Punta Gorda; Lynne
Matthews, Mayor, City of Punta Gorda; Laura Mason, Outside Sales
Representative, ABC Supply; Mark Coon, Vice President of Commercial Building,
Seagate Development Group. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

(From Left to Right): Kaley R. Miller, Director of Marketing & Communications,
Charlotte County Airport Authority; John Berry, Sr. Construction Manager,
Seagate Development Group; Max Hughes, Outside Sales Associate, ABC Supply;
Joshua Hudson, Redevelopment Manager, Charlotte County Economic
Development.

Seagate hosts ceremonial groundbreaking
of ABC Supply’s design-build facility
Seagate Development Group
Special to Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

have two dishwashers, though the Cro-
nin’s might be hand washing dishes for
a while since the ones they originally or-

dered were cancelled and a new order
won’t be ready for a while.

The Cronin’s first moved to Cape Cor-
al in 2009 when they purchased the
Mediterranean house that was built in
2008. Even though it was only a year
old, the couple wanted to recreate it in
their own style. So they hired Gydosh to

gut the place and do a complete renova-
tion. They moved into that house in
2010. The five bedroom, three full and
one half bathroom house that spans
4,100 under air, is in the typical Mediter-
ranean style with lots of arches, dark
mahogany wood and a stone style floor. 

“That house was by far our favorite

ever. Now this one will be,” Bill said. 
The new house is white, has straight

lines and is very modern in style. 
“That’s what we planned,” Bill said.

“It is so different. We wanted something
totally different.”

“We can’t wait for it to be finished,”
Margie added.

Dream home
Continued from Page 3D
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Featured Events
Military Heritage Museum 
Recruitment Event
Sign up now through July 31, 2022, 

to be a volunteer.  There are two

categories – Museum Department 

and Special Programs. You do not

have to be a veteran. Orientation 

event at 1:00 p.m. on July 7, 2022.

Call Frantz at 941.575.9002, ext. 10 

for more information. The Military

Heritage Museum is a proud member 

of AmeriCorp Seniors.

League of Women Voters, 
CC + 2 Community Org.
Hosts “Meet and Greet Airport 

Authority District 2 Candidates”. July 

16, 3-5pm League of Women Voters CC

presents Airport Authority District 2. 

Candidates: incumbent Robert Hancik

and challenger Eric Bretan. Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship, 1532 Forrest

Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte: Questions 

and answers to follow. Social distancing

and masks recommended. Information 

email lwveventcc@gmail.com  

CDBIA PWB presents The 
Bella Donnas- Celebrating
women in construction
The Charlotte DeSoto Building 

Industry Association presents the

2022 PWB Bella Donna Awards, 

Monday July 18th, at Visani’s 

Restaurant. This will be a celebration 

to honor the Professional Women 

in Building. Special guests: Melanie 

Griffin, Secretary of Florida’s

Department of Business and

Professional Regulation; Angela 

Shave, Deputy Director, Department 

of Business & Professional Regulation; 

Amira Fox, State Attorney for the 20th

Judicial Court. We welcome you to 

help us celebrate our women as we

highlight their unique talents in the 

building industry. This event is open to

the public. Doors will open at 4:45 PM.  

All guests must be seated by 5:15 p.m. 

Tickets must be purchased by July 8. 

Dress Code: Business Professional/

Cocktail. Register at: bit.ly/3ybmoMR

Cost to attend is $60 and is open to

the public. A portion of each ticket 

sale will go to provide a copy of the 

book “The House That She Built” to

local schools. Please choose your 

menu option when ordering your 

ticket: Pork Marsala, Chicken Ala

Vodka,Eggplant Parmesan

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

OBITUARIES
There were no obituaries Monday.

Memorials in the Sun
Honor your passed loved ones anytime
with a personalized memorial tribute.

Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

COMMENTARY

Owning your own business 
can be very daunting and 
stressful, especially in these 
turbulent times. Trying to 
predict which avenues to take 
and how much or how little 
inventory to carry is like 
looking into a crystal ball. A 
Chamber such as ours is here 
to assist you, as your partner, 
navigating you though these 
uncertain times.

Our networking events and 
one-on-one consultations are 
designed to help you, as we 
share best practices and offer 
you interaction with other 
business leaders and owners 
who all tread the same path 
as you do, so you can share 
experiences and opportunities.

Our networking events 
(Breakfast, Lunch and After 
Hours) each serve as an 
opportunity for you to meet 
folks who can assist you. They 
may be daunting at first, given 
the large attendance, but 
we have staff and diplomats 
to assist you to understand 
your needs and to get you 
to interact with the most 
appropriate people.

Chamber dues equate to 
less that $30 per month! This 
is a bargain based on the 
numerous programs we have 
to assist you in marketing and 
promotion of  your business.

We are easy to deal with and 
our events are fun to attend, to 
encourage you to participate. 
The more you attend and put 
into the programs we have 
created, the more profitable 
your results will be. Don’t 
delay any longer. Come to part 
of  the Chamber family that 
gets you noticed. Call us 941-
639-3720 for more details.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR 
YOUR CHAMBER’S GOT TALENT

On Thursday, Aug. 4 at 
7 p.m. at the Gulf  Theater 
at the Military Heritage 
Museum, 13 acts have been 
selected for our “Your 

Chamber’s Got Talent” night. 
The overall winner will be 
selected that evening by a 
panel of  five judges and you, 
the audience! Come support 
the acts and make new 
friends. Tickets are $25 plus 
fees and are available on www.
gulftheater.org.

The acts include: Gator 
Wilderness Camp School 
(Music), David Obermeier 
(Comedy), Salty Paws 
(Music), Kaitlyn Carey (Film), 
Rachel Struebing & Monica 
Babcock (Music), Marianne 
Lilly (Poetry), Zarita Mattox 
(Singer), Jackie Stover & 
Team (Dance), Deanna Peden 
(Singer), Jimmy & The Ghost 
Flames (Comedy), Benjamin 
Strunk (Drummer), Whitney 
Grace (Singer) and Isaac 
James (Piano).

IT’S ALMOST TIME TO CELEBRATE
Our big Chamber night of  

celebration will be Saturday, 
Sept. 17, as we honor our 
leadership, our partners and 
announce our Businesses of  
the Year. Tickets are already 
available online at www.
puntagordachamber.com 
under the Shop Chamber tab. 
Come join us and increase 
your business exposure “to its 
max.”

BLUE, BREWS & BBQ IS BACK!
We are also very pleased 

to announce that, after a 
COVID-19 break, Blues, Brews 
& BBQ is back in conjunction 
with our partners at Suncoast 
Beverage Group. On Saturday, 

Oct. 22 from 3 to 6 p.m., come 
to the History Park on Shreve 
Street, Punta Gorda for craft 
beer samplings, great music, 
great BBQ and so much more. 
Want the VIP experience? 
From 2 to 3 p.m., get to enter 
the event one hour early, to 
sample special VIP brews, 
selected for you! Tickets 
are now on sale at www.
puntagordachamber.com 
under the Shop Chamber tab.

MINDI ABAIR HOLIDAY SHOW
We are excited to have 

secured a Mindi Abair Holiday 
Show for Punta Gorda. After 
several years of  trying, we 
are pleased to announce 
that we have been selected 
as a destination for Mindi 
Abair’s “I Can’t Wait For 
Christmas Tour” on Tuesday 
Dec. 13 at the Event Center 
in Punta Gorda. She will 
be accompanied by Vincent 
Ingala, Adam Hawley and 

Lindsey Webster for a full 
jazzy show to help us get in 
the holiday spirit.

Tickets are available via the 
Event Center website or by 
following the link in the Shop 
Chamber section of  www.
puntagordachamber.com. The 
show will start at 7 p.m. and 
for wine aficionados, a wine 
and jazz tasting will be held 
from 5 to 6 p.m. that same day 
at the Event Center for $25 
per person. Tickets for that 
event are on the chamber 
website. For further details 
please contact the Chamber at 
941-639-3720.

MEMBER EVENTS THIS MONTH
• Tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. —

20th Anniversary celebration 
for Charlotte Bridal Boutique, 
located at 2395 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte. (The general 
public is encouraged to attend. 
Simply call us by 4 p.m. today 
to RSVP.)

• July 13 starting at 7:15 a.m.
— Business Over Breakfast at 
the Isles Yacht Club, including 
a candidate forum focused 
on the Airport Authority 
race between Eric Bretan 
and Robert Hancik. RSVP 
from members is required for 
catering purposes.

To RSVP to answer of  these 
events, please contact us at 
least a day ahead by calling 
941-639-3720.

A full listing of  our
members and their events 
and promotions are ready 
for you to view on www.
puntagordachamber.com 
Under Quick Links, click the 
Friday Facts icon and you’ll 
never be out of  the loop.

John R. Wright is president 
of  the Punta Gorda Chamber 
of  Commerce, jrwright@
puntagorda-chamber.com.

Punta Gorda Chamber: Your marketing arm

PHOTO PROVIDED

Last week’s sold-out Networking Lunch at Village Brewhouse at Fishermen’s Village.

JOHN WRIGHT
Punta Gorda Chamber

The North Port Area
Chamber of  Commerce will
host a North Port Commission 
candidate forum July 21 at
the AMVETS Post 312, 7050
Chancellor Blvd., presented by
Venice Print Center.

It’s free open to all. Meet
candidates from 5-5:45 p.m.
The forum is 6-8 p.m.
Candidates will answer 
questions from the chamber’s 
Government Relations 
Committee Task Force.
Candidates Victor Dobrin and 
Philip Stokes from District 5 
will participate, as will Pete
Emrich, a District 4 candidate 
who is unopposed.

The forum will live on our 
Facebook Page and broadcast
on WKDW Radio 97.5 FM.
The AMVETS Post 312 sell
food and beverages and all 
proceeds will benefit the post.

CHAMBER BOARD BALLOT
Our 2022-2023 Board of

Directors election ballot
is complete. There are 11 
nominees for board terms 
beginning Oct. 1. Chamber 
members may vote for three 
people to fill vacant seats.
Turn in your ballot by mail, 
fax, e-mail or in person to 
the chamber office by 5 p.m.
July 15. Board members
serve three-year terms with 

the option for a second
term. Nominees include
Melissa Vanderbilt of  Bestor 
Discovery Commons South 
Biscayne; Dylan Cates of
CAPS Home Accessibility
& Safety Solutions; Kristin 
Cawthorne of  941apparel.com; 
Frank Gailer of  A & F Shuttle 
Transportation With Class; 
Bill Hogan of  Cruisin’ Tiki
Sarasota; Michael McLellan
of  Spectrum Reach; Angie 
Omicioli of  Hoover Pressure 
Cleaning; Paul Patterson
of  Paul’s Home Watch 
Services; Michelle Seamon of
Hampton Inn & Suites North 
Port; Dianne Shehadeh of  
DragonFly Mobile Notary & 
Fingerprinting; and Naomi 
Stiwich Freedom Rehab
Aquatic Therapy & Balance 
Center.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Our next Breakfast Club 

networking will be 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesday at Perkins 
Restaurant, 6001 S. Salford 
Blvd. All are welcome. Register 
in advance and plan to bring a 
door prize for a drawing.

RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONIES
Come and celebrate two 

new members this week with 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies.
We’ll be at Charlotte Bridal
& Boutique, 2395 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte at 5 p.m.
Wednesday and will celebrate
Maestro’s Detail at 4 p.m.
July 8 at our chamber office, 
1337 N. Sumter Blvd.

SPECIAL BREAKFAST MEETING
We will have a special 

breakfast for members from 
7:30 to 9 a.m. Monday, July 11 
at the North Port Moose Lodge 
764, 14156 Tamiami Trail. We’ll
present upcoming events and
opportunities for members to
sponsor or advertise. There
is no cost to attend, and
breakfast will be provided. 
Please register in advance.

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS EXPO
Our “Hot Summer Nights 

X” Business-to-Business 
Expo, presented by Decker 

Plumbing & Drains, is set
for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 9 at 
the George Mullen Activity
Center, 1602 Kramer Way
North. The Business-to-
Business Expo brings the 
business community together 
for networking opportunities.
Its a great chance to promote 
your business and establish 
worthwhile relationships. All 
chamber and non-chamber 
businesses can come. Cost 
is $5, or free if  you provide
a business card at the 
entrance. Vendor booths will 
be decorated for the “Hot 
Summer Nights X” theme.
Best-decorated booth will win
a free vendor booth at the 
2023 expo. Vendor booths and 
sponsorships are still available 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

GET ON THE ‘BILL’BOARD
The North Port Area

Chamber’s summer 
“BILL”board campaign will 
continue until Sept. 2. I’ll 
proudly wear your business
shirt on your scheduled day. 
I’ll also email a brief  promo
out about your business to
our chamber members that 
day, and will post the promo 
and a picture of  myself  
wearing your shirt on our 
Facebook page. To schedule 

a day, call 941-564-3040 or
email me at wgunnin@
northportareachamber.com.
Thanks this week to Habitat
for Humanity South Sarasota
County, Charlotte State Bank
& Trust, Cover Your Assets
Home Watch and Certain 
Services.

NEW MEMBERS
We would like to welcome

Compass Health-Englewood, 
Compass Health-Port 
Charlotte, Covered by Kris,
Dorene Fitzgerald-EXIT King 
Realty, Engel & Volkers Venice
Downtown, and Paylocity
as new members of  the 
North Port Area Chamber of
Commerce.

MEMBER REINVESTMENTS
Thank you to American

Family Agency-Ray Witkowski 
for reinvesting in the North 
Port Chamber and the 
community.

Bill Gunnin is executive 
director of  the North Port
Area Chamber of  Commerce
and can be reached at 
941-564-3040 or wgunnin@
northportareachamber.com,
or visit www.northportarea 
chamber.com.

Lots of opportunities to network, promote your business

BILL GUNNIN
North Port Area Chamber

JAMES W. MALLONEE, P.A.
LAW OFFICE

JAMES W. MALLONEE
PROBATE               WILLS/TRUSTS

MEDICAID PLANNING  REAL ESTATE
Offi ce Hours – Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 5:00PM

946 Tamiami Trail, #206, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
871 Venetia Bay Blvd. Suite #225, Venice, FL 34285

(941) 207-2223
www.jameswmallonee.com

(941) 206-2223
adno=3851510-1
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“I was faced with a question as it relates to the exercise of the city’s quasi-judicial authority with respect 
to rezoning and whether we can impose these actions on a developer in the form of avigation easements,” 
Levin said Wednesday. “My answer then, and remains now, not under Florida law...But it wasn’t because 
the city didn’t want to try to assist the airport authority, my role as city attorney was to advise if they take 
such an action would it result in a significant liability to the city.” 
 
The second issue between the boards dealt with airport privatization, with the city being approached by 
the airport’s former consultant about potential involvement in the privatization proposal. This was after a 
majority of the authority voted against it in December 2020. The city never moved forward with it and the 
conversation ended. 
 
“Concerning privatization, that’s a dead issue as far as I am concerned,” Hancik said. “I think there is a 
lot of miscommunication as related to privatization between the city and the authority and our consultant 
at the time.” 
 
City Manager Greg Murray said misunderstandings can arise when the city asks for information, “or 
wants to know more, it’s so that the city has good information so they can support what the airport is 
trying to do. 
 
“It’s not so the council can be adversarial to the airport position,” he added. “I think that’s the 
conversation that needs to change. A lot of times, if we don’t have the information, meetings like today 
certainly help continue to bridge those gaps.” 
 
City Council Member Mark Kuharski is the airport liaison for the council. 
 
“I will say that the slights (between our boards) started on my very first meeting that I attended and they 
continued after,” said Kuharski, who has served as liaison since taking office in November. “I think that it 
is important that the city and airport work together professionally, constructively and respectfully.” 
 
Vice Mayor Debby Carey, who has also served as airport liaison in the past, added that she two had felt 
slighted by authority members. 
 
“There has always been this little wedge of suspicion and I don’t even know where it came from because 
we should all be on the same page,” Carey said. “I’m hoping that meeting like this will help us to see that. 
 
“Going forward, I just don’t see any reason for any animosity between of the members of either body.” 
 
Airport Commissioner Kathleen Coppola said she was never aware of the animosity. 
 
“I never felt that and I’m sorry if you felt slighted in anyway,” she said. “I was not aware that there was a 
problem at all. I’m glad we are here to clear the air.” 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/airport-punta-gorda-officials-agree-to-work-together/article_3604f80e-f88c-11ec-80c6-
affcf569e944.html 

 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/airport-punta-gorda-officials-agree-to-work-together/article_3604f80e-f88c-11ec-80c6-affcf569e944.html
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/airport-punta-gorda-officials-agree-to-work-together/article_3604f80e-f88c-11ec-80c6-affcf569e944.html
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What it’s like to fly in a WWII B-25 bomber
BY SAMUEL BURNLEY

Florida Weekly Correspondent

It’s not often you get once-in-a-lifetime 
chances. And if experience has taught 
us anything, it’s that those opportunities 
should be seized upon.

Perhaps the rarest of such opportuni-
ties is to fly backward in time. On Thurs-
day, June 23, I was able to do that, albeit 
metaphorically, by boarding a World War 
II-era, medium bomber and flying over 
Charlotte County.

The Experimental Aircraft Associa-
tion’s Warbirds of America division 
brought its recently restored North 
American Aviation B-25 Mitchell to Punta 
Gorda to raise awareness and funds for 

the mission to “Keep ’em flying.” Public 
flights continued over the weekend, and 
the unmistakable sound of the two giant 
radial engines could be heard frequently 
in the skies over Punta Gorda. 

I was invited to participate in one of 
the flights specifically for members of 
the media on Thursday afternoon. We 
were asked to meet early at the EAA 565 
chapter building on the Punta Gorda 
Airport grounds to fill out the requisite 
waivers of liability, being reminded more 
than once that the aircraft we were about 
to board was not an airliner, not a modern 
airplane at all.

On the searing tarmac, Tom Ewing, 
co-pilot for the weekend B-25 flights, wel-
comed us by thanking the Punta Gorda 

SAMUE. BURNLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY

The gunner’s view from the nose canopy of the B-25.
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Airport Authority and the people of Punta 
Gorda for their generosity in housing the 
EAA’s B-17, Aluminum Overcast, for which 
Mr. Ewing is also the pilot. The classic 
warbird has been stranded at the airport 
since April 2021, when cracks were discov-
ered at the attachment of the wing to the 
fuselage. Since the aircraft has been out of 
production since 1945, parts must be fab-
ricated, and the wing must be removed to 
complete the repair. The EAA hopes to fly 
her home to the headquarters in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, this summer.

Turning the tide
Mr. Ewing went on to describe the 

B-25 Mitchell, a medium-duty bomber 
introduced in 1941, as having had a signif-
icant influence on the outcome of WWII. 
A group of 16 Mitchells conducted what 
became known as Doolittle’s Raid, a one-
way flight to Tokyo just four months after 
Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor. Though 
the response dealt little physical damage, 
it destroyed Japan’s confidence that they 
were safe from aerial attack at home and 
forced them to expand their defensive 
perimeter in the Pacific. This change 
in Japan’s strategy ultimately led to the 
Battle of Midway, a turning point in the 
war. Without the Mitchell, Mr. Ewing 
concluded, history may have been writ-
ten much differently.

In all, about 10,000 B-25 Mitchells were 
produced from 1941 to the end of the war. 
Of those, an even 1,000 were B-25H mod-
els like the aircraft that made its way to 
Punta Gorda — this particular one bear-
ing the nickname Berlin Express. Out of 
the nearly 10,000 Mitchells produced, just 
over 100 are still intact, with less than half 
of those airworthy. Most airworthy B-25s 
— and indeed most, in general, with 4,318 
made — are the J variant. Berlin Express 
is one of just two known airworthy H 
models. She was delivered on Dec. 23, 
1943, and bore the Army Air Corps serial 
number 43-4432.

Following Mr. Ewing’s introductions, 
crew chief Ken Halliday gave our group 
of seven a briefing about our flight in the 
aircraft, noting there were lots of places 
to bang your head, the location of “sick 
sacks” around the aircraft, and the bright 
yellow grab rails added for safety. We 
were not to grab hold of anything that 
looked like a cable, and if we happened to 
use a sick sack, we were welcome to keep 
it as a souvenir. 

With that, we were ready to board the 
aircraft for our brief flight back in time.

Close quarters
The interior of the plane was fitted 

with additional seating to accommodate 
the increased passenger load. For takeoff, 
I sat in the radio operator’s seat, which 
was one of the five crew positions in the 
B-25. The radio operator doubled as the 
waist gunner, operating two guns, one on 
each side of the fuselage just aft of the 
wings. Being a sunny June afternoon in 
Florida, the inside of the airplane while 
on the ramp was sweltering. Once air-
borne, our 2,000 feet of altitude provided 
a bit of relief, though a far cry from the 
mere 12 degrees at the Mitchell’s cruising 
altitude of 13,000 feet, or the breathtaking 
minus-26 degrees at the plane’s listed ser-
vice ceiling of 24,000 feet. (Guess  where 
the term “bomber” jackets came from? 
You’ve got it — bombers.)

Still on the ground, I was thrilled to 
have selected a seat with only a lap 
belt rather than the shoulder harnesses 

everyone else had. It took a while for the 
massive, 14-cylinder engine to roar to life, 
sounding at first like very loud popcorn 
on the stove as each cylinder began to fire 
in sequence. I was able to lean forward to 
enjoy a bit of exhaust-scented ventilation 
propelled through a round vent about 
the size of a 50-cent piece by the 12-foot 
diameter propellers behind me as I faced 
the rear of the plane. 

As the pilot applied the throttle for take-
off, the noise inside the aircraft became 
deafening. Mr. Halliday distributed ear 
plugs outside the plane during briefing, 
and after getting the “full experience” I 
wanted, I retrieved my own out of my 
pocket and put them on. Apparently, the 
noise level was the No. 1 complaint of 
B-25 crews. Once airborne, Mr. Halliday 
signaled to us that we were now free to 
move about the cabin. True to his warn-
ings, during the 20-minute flight I skinned 
both knees and both elbows, and four days 
later I was still discovering new bruises 
around my body. It took that long for the 
soreness in my quadriceps to begin fading, 
having been taxed to exhaustion crawling 
along the B-25 from nose to tail, strapped 
with two cameras, and straining against 
the foreign gravitational forces of an air-
plane in flight. Most of the time people are 
seated during flight, but I was determined 
to make the most of this experience, and 
that’s exactly what I did.

A taste of reality
The flight proceeded counterclock-

wise in a broad circle over Charlotte 
County, with the airport at 3 o’clock. 
We climbed out over the Peace River to 
about 2,000 feet, flew over Port Charlotte 
and Englewood, turned south along the 
beaches and barrier islands around Little 
Gasparilla Pass, came back over the Cape 
Haze peninsula, and finally soared over 
southern Charlotte County on approach 
back into the airport.

I climbed, ducked and crawled all over 
that aircraft, experiencing the tight quar-
ters, the noise and vibration, the extreme 
temperatures. The serene beauty visible 
from the canopies in the nose and tail 
stood in stark contrast to the dread and 
apprehension those intrepid young air-
men must have felt from the same posi-
tions nearly 80 years ago. The experience 
gave me just a small glimpse into that 
reality, and a visceral appreciation for 
what our servicemen went through in the 
skies of the Pacific and European theaters 
of WWII. 

But perhaps the most meaningful les-
son of the day came back on the ground 
underneath the plane. As I thanked pilot-
in-command Kris Riese, Mr. Ewing and 
Mr. Halliday, I mentioned to Mr. Ewing 
that my grandfather had worked for 
Douglas Aircraft at Air Force Plant No. 3 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, during WWII. He’d 
been in charge of the sighting-in process 
of the guns on the B-24 Liberator and had 
to certify their accuracy. 

“Do you know what that building is?” 
he asked, indicating the EAA 565 chap-
ter headquarters we’d come from. “It’s a 
bullet trap.” 

What we know now as Punta Gorda 
Airport was built in 1941 as a U.S. Army 
airfield. It was home to a squadron of 
Curtis P-40 Warhawks and later North 
American P-51 Mustangs. And during 
WWII, someone else’s grandfather was 
shooting bullets into that building, just 
like mine was 1,038 miles and two gener-
ations away.

With my flight back in time accom-
plished, I offer heartfelt thanks to tour 
coordinator Mary Dominiak from EAA’s 
Warbirds of America, the B-25 flight crew, 
EAA Chapter 565 and Charlotte Coun-
ty Airport Authority for this rewarding 
check off my bucket list.

Beyond that, I have gratitude beyond 
measure to all the crews of the countless 
aircraft who have endured hardship and 
risked — and sometimes lost — their lives 
in flying the missions that have kept our 
nation free. ■
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The B-25 Mitchell bomber, a still-airworthy 
relic of World War II, prepares for takeoff. 
Some of the passengers opted for earplugs 
to mitigate the deafening roar of the engines.
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Congratulations to the Leadership 
Charlotte Class of 2022

T
here was much joy and celebra-
tion as the Leadership Charlotte 
Class of 2022 had its graduation 
recently at the Charlotte Harbor 

Event & Conference Center. The class had 
a phenomenal experience learning about 
all aspects of how Charlotte County oper-
ates. They had the opportunity to meet 
community leaders, gain an understand-
ing of community challenges, and meet 
the incredible people who combat those 
challenges. Last but certainly not least, life-
long friendships were made.

In addition to their experience, the class 
put on an amazing ’80s Glow Gala recog-
nizing mental health and benefitting the 
Guardian Ad Litem Foundation, Family 
Services Center, Animal Welfare League, 
and Charlotte Behavioral Health Care.

Congratulations to the Leadership Char-
lotte Class of 2022: Adrienne Andreae, 
Re/Max Harbor Realty; Rose Askew-Her-
genhan, commodore, Isles Yacht Club; 
Cristin Beverly, Realtors of Punta Gorda, 
Port Charlotte, North Port & Desoto; Eric 
Burke, Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office; 
Christine Carey, Valerie’s House; Teresa 
De Costa, Ashley, Brown & Smith, CPAs; 
Becca Eldredge, The Loveland Center; 
John Elias, Charlotte County Public Works; 
Dr. Christina Gonzalez, private practice; 
John Heck Jr., Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office; BJ Jones, Michael Saunders & Com-
pany; David Lane, Charlotte County Clerk’s 

Office; Ray Laroche, 
Charlotte County 
Airport Authority; 
Ryan Lybeck, Ambi-
trans Ambulance; 
Nicole Peet, Farr Law 
Firm; Cam Pennant, 
Charlotte County; 
Kim Phillips, Mer-
rill Lynch; Barbara 
Roche, Port Char-
lotte Town Center; 
Kimberly Rubino, 
The McCrory Law 
Firm; Callie Stahl, 
Peace River Wildlife 
Center; Sean Walter, 
Punta Gorda/Engle-
wood Beach Visi-
tor & Convention 

Bureau; Greg Winkler, Florida Southwest-
ern College/Collegiate High School; and 
Omar Zucco, The Daily Sun.

Member events
■ Networking at Noon: Wednesday,

July 13, 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Laishley 
Crab House, 150 Laishley Court, Punta 
Gorda – Reservations and meal selections 
are required. RSVP required. Visit www.
charlottecountychamber.org or call 941-
627-2222.

■ Third Wednesday Coffee: Wednes-
day, July 20, 8-9 a.m. at the Charlotte Har-
bor Event & Conference Center, 75 Taylor 
St., Punta Gorda – Hear from the candi-
dates running in the primary election.

■ New Member Orientation: Friday,
July 22, 8-9 a.m. at the Charlotte County 
Chamber of Commerce, 2702 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte. This is a great oppor-
tunity for new members to learn how to 
ensure maximum return of their member-
ship investment.

■ Business Card Exchange: Thursday,
July 28, 5-7 p.m. at The Daily Sun, 23170 
Harborview Road, Port Charlotte – Bring 
plenty of business cards and a gift to pro-
mote your business.

Ribbon cuttings
Ribbon cuttings are an effective way 

to meet the business owners (and fellow 
chamber members) in an informal atmo-
sphere and develop valuable connections. 
Plus, you get familiar with their products 
and services provided. If your schedule 
allows, please take the time to show your 

support and attend any or all of the fol-
lowing.

■ Stepping Stone Kids Therapy:
Thursday, July 7, 5:30 p.m. at 22655 Bayshore 
Road, Unit 160, Punta Gorda.

■ JB’s Corner Café (one-year anniver-
sary): Tuesday, July 12, 5:30 p.m. at 1533 Rio 
De Janiero, Suite1, Punta Gorda.

■ Bert’s Black-Widow Harley David-
son (showroom grand opening): Friday, 
July 15, noon at 2224 El Jobean Road, Port 
Charlotte. Following the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, lunch will be provided by the 
Twisted Fork.

■ Bricks & Minifigs (grand opening):
Saturday, July 16, 10 a.m. at 1700 Tamiami 
Trail, Unit A-5, Port Charlotte (VIP sneak 
peek for chamber members and guests at 
9:30 a.m.). Meet and greet Master Lego 
contestants. Raffles.

■ Suncoast One Title & Closings
(new Punta Gorda location): Tuesday, July 
26, 5:30 p.m. at 103 W. Marion Ave., Suite 
101, Punta Gorda. 

Special events
■ New Teachers’ Breakfast – Thurs-

day, July 28, 7:30-8:45 a.m. at the Charlotte 
Harbor Event & Conference Center, 75 
Taylor St., Punta Gorda, Charlotte County 
Public Schools will welcome approximate-
ly 200 new teachers this year. We are 
looking for our members to sponsor a new 
teacher. For $45, you can provide 200 items 
for the New Teachers’ Goodie Bags. Find 
out more by visiting our website at www.
charlottecountychamber.org or calling our 
office at 941-627-2222. ■

Bob White
Executive director

Charlotte County 
Chamber of Commerce Inc.

2702 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte

941.627.2222 (O)
941.445.0207 (C)

www.char lo t tecounty
chamber.org
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Place Your 
PUBLIC
orLEGAL
Notice with Us!
HOW DO YOU GET STARTED?

CCHHHHAAARRLLLOOOOOOOTTTTTE COOUUNTY

CHARLOTTE COUNTY
1205 Elizabeth Street, Suite G • Punta Gorda, FL 33950

941.621.3422
or visit online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

We suggest you simply register for Column at
https://charlotteweekly.column.us/. This way, you are already set

up and can quickly place a notice the next time you have a need.

Once registered, you can start placing notices. Click 
“Public Notices” located at the top of our newspaper’s webpage.

Then you can enter your publication dates, upload notice content 
and select how you want to receive your affidavit. That’s it! 

The system will notify you when we confirm receipt of the notice, 
if we make any edits to the publication date(s), and when an 

invoice and affidavit are ready.

After you’ve registered, you can bookmark 
https://charlotteweekly.column.us/.

This will allow a quick shortcut to place your notices in the future.

SCAN HERE TO 
GET STARTED!

rate world.
■ Emphasize resilience. The pan-

demic experience they went through in 
college helps in this context. Adversity 
comes at us in many ways profession-
ally and personally, and the sooner one 
learns to deal with it and develop a 
resilient toughness, the better chance 
they will survive and grow in the com-
pany. It’s easy for a young person trying 
to find their way in the corporate set-
ting to get derailed when things don’t 
go their way.

■ Focus on adaptability. In today’s 
rapidly-changing business world, adapt-
ability is a must. Leaders should talk to 
their recent graduates about develop-
ing a constant-growth mindset, always 
keeping an eye on how to use skills in 
another context. Encourage them to be 
open-minded about their future; the 
position they seek three years from now 
may be eliminated, and where they end 
up may be a much better position than 
the one they originally had in mind. 
Ingrain in them the ability to recognize 
that all challenges in terms of changing 
or expanding roles are opportunities for 
learning and growth.

■ Tell them it’s all about commu-
nication. Everyone looks to the leader. 
A leader knows that everything they 
say, and how they say it, is important. 
That’s great insight to give a young 
person as they’re just starting to com-
municate with people at various levels 
of the organization. And it’s not only 
one’s voice, but body language and
non-verbal cues that send a message. 
It’s essential to have good awareness 
about the signals you are giving out. A 
genuine smile, making good eye contact 
and speaking in an unhurried manner 
can build confidence.

■ Make it more about relation-
ships than about money. Many of us 
want to get big raises and/or climb the 
corporate ladder. But too often young 
people just starting out equate corpo-
rate leadership with dollar signs, and 
there’s so much more to it than that. 
Leaders can teach them early how to 
build relationships — both inside the 
company and with clients — and how 
that is the most important and satisfy-
ing part of a successful leader’s journey. 
To be good at your job, and to one day 
be a great leader, a positive attitude is 
instrumental, and the respect of people 
is central to being passionate about 
your company.

■ Show them how to bring value. 
Taking the relationships point a step
further, leaders should stress to young 
grads that bringing value to others 
means making it more about the peo-
ple you are helping, and less about 
you. Focus on how the company’s
mission can positively impact others 
before you think of how it can advance
your career. That kind of prioritized
thinking — putting one’s heart in the 
right place — can reduce insecurities
and pressure.

These new graduates have amaz-
ing opportunities ahead of them, and 
leaders — perhaps remembering peo-
ple who made a difference in their
own lives long ago — have a tremen-
dous opportunity to help these wide-
eyed young folks make a strong tran-
sition, and launch them toward their 
potential. ■

LEADERS
From page 21

FAA names PG Airport CEO James Parish as Manager of the Year
The Federal Aviation Administra-

tion’s Southern Region Airports Divi-
sion named James W. Parish, P.E., CEO 
of the Charlotte County Airport Author-
ity and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), the 
2021 Air Carrier Airport Manager of the 
Year. This award is given to an airport 
professional who exemplifies excellence 
in airport management, demonstrates 
exceptional leadership, tirelessly works 
to promote the aviation industry, and 
has achieved efficiencies and improved 
productivity in their organization.

Mr. Parish was honored for his excep-
tional strategic leadership in growing 
air service while also making PGD key 
to the future of aviation workforce 
development. Through master planning 
and development efforts, he has been 
instrumental in growing the number of 
commercial airline pilots and A&P cer-
tified aircraft mechanics that are trained 
at PGD.

“This is definitely a team award, as 
our airport stakeholders are working 
together to increase airline destinations 
amidst the growing shortage of aviation 
professionals,” Mr. Parish said. “Thanks 
to our small but resilient staff, and our 
forward-thinking CCAA board, we can 
close the gap by welcoming new airport 
partners and strengthening the fabric 
of the entire Southwest Florida region.”

Mr. Parish and his team thoughtful-
ly mapped out continued growth in 
commercial air service by relocating 
existing general aviation and FBO activ-
ities to the new PGD Air Center in the 
airport’s Aviation Expansion Area (PGD 
AviEx) on the north side. This will 
relieve congestion in the Bailey Termi-
nal area and allow more room for airline 

aircraft. 
With designs for new box hangars 

and T-hangars already in place, Mr. 
Parish envisioned the PGD AviEx to 
become an economic development hub, 
and a home to new flight schools and 
aviation maintenance facilities. Lever-
aging the success of onsite commercial 
flight schools Flight Fast Track and 
AeroGuard Flight Training Center, PGD 
attracted new commercial flight schools 
Jet Access Flight Training and Paragon 
Flight Training to become tenants of the 
PGD Air Center opening this fall. 

Charlotte Technical College opened 
its FAA-approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School at PGD in August 
2021. Mr. Parish was not only integral in 
helping CTC secure its initial space at 
PGD, but also he and the CCAA Board 
advocated for, and were notified of, $3 
million approved in the Florida state 
budget for a larger facility. The AMT 
School’s new location in the PGD AviEx 
is intended to facilitate on-the-job train-
ing, accommodate growing enrollment 
and keep tuition affordable for students.

Under Mr. Parish’s leadership, and 
with the CARES Act Airport Grants, 
the CCAA retained a strong financial 
position despite the most unpredictable 
circumstances. The CCAA achieved a 
27% operating margin and maintained 
cash reserves of $30-plus million in fis-
cal 2020-21.

Mr. Parish is dedicated to continuing 
PGD’s low-cost airport model that is 
attractive to airlines like Sun Country 
and Allegiant that serve 50-plus destina-
tions, while also retaining 
a strong general aviation 
and on-airport business 
community.

The CCAA’s ongoing 
$200-million-plus Capital 
Improvement Program 
also includes completion 
of the new PGD Air Cen-
ter, runway 4-22 recon-
struction, runway 9-27 
rehabilitation, new hangars, taxiway and 
taxilane improvements, and road net-
work improvements along with planned 
expansion of the Bailey Terminal. 

Mr. Parish was named the Aviation 
Professional of the Year in 2017 by the 

Florida Department of Transportation, 
and serves on the boards of the Flori-
da Airports Council, Charlotte County 
Economic Development Partnership, 
Charlotte County Chamber of Com-
merce and Punta Gorda Chamber of 
Commerce.

In the 2020-21 fiscal year, Mr. Par-
ish and his team led passenger-centric 
improvements to enhance airline cus-
tomers’ experiences, including:

• Negotiated an agreement to become
the third airport in Florida where Turo 
customers can drop off and pick up cars 
in a way that’s efficient, safe and air-
port-approved.

• Completed construction of 1,000
new long-term parking spaces with col-
or-coded gate canopies, color-coded 
directional signage and animated LED 
airport entrance sign to improve way-
finding.

• Partnered with a local artist and
the Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Vis-
itor & Convention Bureau to create 

three new tropical, eco-
tourism-themed photo op 
spots at Bailey Terminal. 

• Partnered with the
Bailey Terminal conces-
sionaire to add a new 
40-seat bar with runway
views for post-securi-
ty passengers waiting to
depart.

The FAA Southern 
Region Airports Division oversees air-
port planning, environmental, compli-
ance, design and safety programs for 
airports located in the southeastern 
United States, Puerto Rico and U.S. Vir-
gin Islands. ■

COURTESY PHOTO

James W. Parish was named the 2021 Air 
Carrier Airport Manager of the Year.
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Editor: 

After considerable and consistent reading of The Daily Sun Letters to the Editor it seems to me that most 
of the contributors need a short lesson in local civics. The Charlotte County Airport Authority at Punta 
Gorda Airport is an organization which by state authority operates the Punta Gorda Airport and receives 
no money from the county. 

The airport pays the county for several services including police, fire and security. There are five 
members on the Airport Authority Board and all decisions are required to be brought up at public 
meetings as a motion, discussed, then voted on, and passed by a majority of the five members. No one 
member can dictate the outcome of an issue. 

The Airport Authority operates with around $4 million profit to match federal grant money for airport 
improvements. Over the years those grants properly managed, have allowed the Punta Gorda Airport to 
become the premier facility that it is today. Rob Hancik was instrumental in guiding the decisions of 
those improvements and has a vast knowledge of airport management and a history of success. He is a 
pilot and understands airport operations. 

His opponent has no airport management skills or experience. He must need the money, $7,500 per year 
and all the rubber chicken he can eat, since his knowledge of airport management is nonexistent. If it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it! 

This primary election is open to all political affiliations and early voting starts Aug. 8. Mail in ballots 
must be received by 7 p.m. on election day August 23. 

Larry McClure 

Punta Gorda 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-bretan-just-has-no-airport-experience/article_ef65b5dc-f93a-11ec-bf3c-
a74e5b13335a.html 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-bretan-just-has-no-airport-experience/article_ef65b5dc-f93a-11ec-bf3c-a74e5b13335a.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-bretan-just-has-no-airport-experience/article_ef65b5dc-f93a-11ec-bf3c-a74e5b13335a.html
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Seagate Development Group is in the preconstruction phase of a 60,000-square-foot design-build facility 
for American Builders & Contractors Supply Co., Inc. It is set to break ground in the second quarter at the 
Charlotte County Park of Commerce – adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport. 

The leading, full-service development company is in permit for site development and construction of a 
53,200-plus-square foot warehouse as well as a 6,700-plus-square-foot office area. The pre-engineered 
metal building will include metal panels and stucco office façade as well as a fenced outdoor yard. 

With six acres in the first phase, the newest location for America’s largest wholesale distributor of 
roofing, siding and more will have 2.5 acres for future expansion. 

“We will develop and build a facility that is poised for longevity and growth – much like its location,” 
said Matt Price, CEO & Partner at Seagate Development Group. “My team looks forward to expanding 
our footprint in Charlotte County and simultaneously contributing to the county’s economic value as well 
as ABC Supply’s success.” 

ABC Supply is slated for completion in the first quarter of 2023. 

About Seagate Development Group 
Seagate Development Group is a leading, full-service development company specializing in a design-
build process via new construction, custom renovations, interior design, and management and leasing 
services. 

Seagate’s high-profile, design-build projects include NeoGenomics’ 150,000-square-foot global 
headquarters and Scotlynn USA Division Inc.’s 60,000-square-foot North American corporate 
headquarters as well as managing over 1.5 million square feet of commercial space. 
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We are currently building custom, end-user residences in Esplanade Lake Club, Quail West, Talis Park, 
Hill Tide Estates and other luxury residential communities throughout Southwest Florida. In addition to 
five estate homes in the works in Quail West, Seagate developed, built and sold 28 custom homes in 
Windward Isle. Our team also continues to conduct remodeling projects in and around the region. 

Seagate Development Group’s corporate headquarters is located at 9921 Interstate Commerce Drive in 
Fort Myers. For additional information, visit SeagateDevelopmentGroup.com. 

https://swfloridadailynews.com/seagate-to-break-ground-on-abc-supply-in-second-quarter/ 

https://swfloridadailynews.com/seagate-to-break-ground-on-abc-supply-in-second-quarter/
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WEEKLY RECORD COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
MARRIAGES

Timofey Vladimirovich 
Fomin, Port Charlotte 
and Yelizaveta Pavlovna 
Filippova, East Earl, Pa.

Diane Sue Jimenez, 
Anderson, Indiana and 
Crystal Dawn Foster, 
Anderson, Indiana

Tu Hoang To, Port 
Charlotte and Anh Thuy 
Nguyen, Port Charlotte

Jose Claudel Michel, 
North Port and Suzie 
Landie Deus, North Port

Ramonica Jackson, 
North Port and Ronel 
Fabien, Bradenton

Michele Johnna 
Delese, Punta Gorda 
and Frances Kay Vitali, 
Punta Gorda

Vincent Anthony 
Antinore Jr., Fort Myers 
and Priscilla Lee White, 

Punta Gorda
Emily Marie Friel, 

North Port and Brandon 
Chrisphor Brown, North 
Port

Scott Timothy Nagel, 
Port Charlotte and 
Kristine Marie Holz, Port 
Charlotte

Alexis Rose Van 
Wormer, Port Charlotte 
and Mccell Paul Lewis, 
Port Charlotte

Michael James 
Ainsworth, Rotonda 
West and Alyssa Paige 
Volack, North Port

Michelle Veronica 
O’rawe, Punta Gorda and 
Brandon Miles Beasley, 
Punta Gorda

Jamie Renee Shirley, 
Port Charlotte and Devin 
Harlan William, North 
Port

Vincent Robert 

Malvezzi, Punta Gorda 
and Allison Marie 
Slaughter, Punta Gorda

Cassandra Dawn Price, 
Englewood and Kyle 
Anson Rowe, Englewood

Nathan Alexander 
Medina, North Port and 
Sarah Marie Morgan, 
North Port

Yessika Andreina 
Delgado Riego, Port 
Charlotte and Pablo 
Arturo Pari Zevallos, 
Port Charlotte

Kameron Anthony 
Petrillo, North Port and 
Alexa Jo Reeves, Fort 
Myers

Brittany Ann Harris, 
Winter Garden and 
Adam Ray Vandevar, 
Winter Garden

Dan Galbincea, Punta 
Gorda and Tiffany Jane 
Black, Punta Gorda

Jesse Lee Carlisle, 
Port Charlotte and 
Tiffani Ronnie Ely, Port 
Charlotte

DIVORCES
Keith D. Binder v. 

Brenda Sue Binder
Nelson Caraballo Jr. v. 

Sarah Caraballo
David Carvalho v. 

Lesley Carvalho
Thomas Knapp v. 

Samantha Knapp
Trecia Lunan v. Anton 

Senior
Karen Richards v. 

James W. Richards

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A full-ser-
vice restaurant is coming to 
Punta Gorda Airport.

Charlotte County Airport 
Authority commissioners 
recently approved Rosati’s 
Pizza franchise owner Jordan 
Lupella’s proposal to open a 
restaurant which will serve 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

The restaurant will also offer 
delivery, grab-and-go meals, 

takeout orders, plus flight and 
event catering.

Punta Gorda Airport CEO 
James Parish told commission-
ers he contacted those who took 
out application documents and 
talked with aviation restauran-
teurs, local restaurants and 
Charlotte Technical College’s 
culinary program.

“No one was interested,” he 
said.

He said Lupella did submit a 
proposal.

“It’s the only fish on the line,” 
he said.

Parish visited Rosati’s and 
said he enjoyed the pizza and 
wings.

Lupella introduced himself  
to the airport board. Raised in 
Chicago, Lupella has lived in 
Florida for 12 years, he said.

“I worked in restaurants and 
food services until I realized I 
was tired of  making money for 
them.”

He has Rosati’s Pizza restau-
rants in Fort Myers and Bonita 
Springs.

According to the proposal, 
Rosati’s would operate from 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a 
week.

It will have a full bar and ta-
ble service, and unlike Rosati’s 
Pizza restaurants elsewhere, 
the one at the airport will have 
a breakfast menu separate 
from their franchise lunch and 
dinner menu.

Rosati’s Pizza also proposes 
the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority invest $700,000 for all 
the permanent interior finishes, 
buildout, equipment furniture 

and fixtures, while Rosati’s 
invests $210,000 to $230,000 for 
opening inventories, pre-open-
ing labor and working capital.

Since the airport’s invest-
ment would be $200,000 higher 
than informally offered to 
other parties, Rosati’s agreed 
to a higher percentage of  gross 
sales for quicker payback.

Parish said because Rosati’s 
will offer other services beside 
serving on the premises, that 
will bring in more revenue for 
the airport.

Chicago-based Rosati’s has 
been in operation for nearly 60 
years and is one of  the oldest 
surviving family pizza restau-
rants in the U.S.

To date there are more than 
200 Rosati’s Pizza restaurants, 
with a third of  them in Illinois.

Punta Gorda Airport getting a full-service restaurant this winter
It will be only 

restaurant in area 

convenient to  

PGD employees

PHOTO PROVIDED

Jordan Lupella will be opening 
a full-service restaurant and 
bar at Punta Gorda Airport 
this winter. It will be called 
Rosati’s Pizza, but unlike the 
franchise restaurants, it will 
also serve breakfast.

Barrier Island board 
needs volunteers

The Barrier Island 
Fire Service Municipal 
Service Benefit Unit 
Advisory Board is 
seeking two members to 
fill two vacant unexpired 
terms through Oct. 21, 
2024. Applicants must be 
residents of  Charlotte 
County and reside 
within the unit. Submit 
applications to Public 
Safety Department, 
26571 Airport Road, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33982; 
call 941-833-5610 or 
email Todd.Dunn@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Charlotte County 
archival collection  

now online
Material from the 

archival collection of  
Charlotte County’s 
Libraries and History 
Division is now digitally 
accessible through the 
online library catalog: 
https://charlottefl.ent.
sirsi.net/client/en_US/
libraries. To explore 
the collection, select 
Archive Search in the 
first dropdown box in the 
search bar.

The online collection 
includes materials 
including more than 
3,000 photographs and 
postcards collected 
by the U.S. Cleveland 
and Mabel Lewis Keys. 
The collection also has 
diaries donated by the 
Peeples family capturing 
daily life in Charlotte 
County during the Great 
Depression and World 
War II, publications from 
the Charlotte County 
Genealogical Society 
documenting research, 
and additional content 
such as scrapbooks 
from the Port Charlotte 
Garden Club.

For information, 
contact Jennifer 
Zoebelein at 941-613-3214 
or Jennifer.Zoebelein@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Library bookstore 
needs donations,

volunteers
The Friends of  the 

Mid-County Library 
bookstore is in need of
books and volunteers. 
Volunteer shifts are 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1 to
4 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. 
weeknights. Volunteers
are needed Monday 
through Saturday. 
Also, the Friends is 
seeking members to its 
board of  directors to
provide direction for
the organization. Board 
meetings are held four 
times a year at which 
time board members. 
For more information,
call 941-613-3165 between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Tuesdays.

Photo Adventurers
Camera Club

The Port Charlotte
Photo Adventurers
Camera Club invites
those interested to
meetings on the second 
and fourth Thursdays 
of  the month include
members sharing 
images, program 
speakers, member 
tutorials and question-
and-answer session. For 
more information, visit
www.pacameraclub.com.

Mote’s reporting
hotline

Mote Marine 
Laboratory & Aquarium 
offers a 24/7 hotline for 
reporting distressed,
injured or dead sea
turtles, manatees,
dolphins or whales in
the Sarasota/Manatee
region: 888-345-2335. 
Members of  the 
community are advised 
to report to the hotline,
and are advised to not 
attempt to assist any 
distressed or injured 
animal on their own.
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ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY LICENSE # AL13053

HERITAGE OAKS ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
7374 SAN CASA DRIVE  |  ENGLEWOOD, FL 34224  |  HERITAGEOAKSLIVING.COM

The home-like feel of Heritage Oaks Assisted Living & Memory Care creates a
comfortable environment where residents are free to explore their interests

through an array of daily activities and social events.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR CALL 941.698.2600

IT’S NOT LIKE HOME.
IT IS HOME.TM

Clean Air
COMMITMENT

Voted 2020, 2021 and 2022 Best of Englewood Winner Assisted Living & Memory Care
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Earlier this month, the 
petition period for our new 
Board of  Directors passed 
without objection from our 
members, so the new board is 
now officially elected and will 
be sworn in on Sept. 1.

We do, however, want to 
thank Danny Nix Jr. for his 
service and engagement with 
the board for the last six years, 
as his term will be ending soon. 
Danny, we appreciate your 
involvement very much and 
we do know that our “board 
family” will be seeing you again 
very soon.

Joining the board as new 
directors will be Jacqueline 
Benjamin of  Charlotte State 
Bank and Trust, Frank Ceresoli 
of  The Wyvern Hotel, Carlton 
Hughes of  Florida Premier 
Contractors, Zarita Mattox 
of  Kingdom Life 0 Center of  
H.O.P.E. and Wendy Tirado of  
Dream Salon and Spa. Welcome 
to the “family” and we look 
forward to working with you as 
an integral part of  our program 
of  work.

Incoming Chair, Cherie 
George of  Gettel of  Charlotte 
County, has also selected her 
three associate directors to 
work along her. They are: 
Justin Brand of  the Charlotte 
Community Foundation, Andy 
Romine of  ShorePoint Health 
Punta Gorda and Ed Wotitzky 
of  the Wotitzky Law Firm.

The Punta Gorda Chamber 
is very grateful to all those 
who were presented to the 
Nominating Committee for 
selection. It is very comforting 
to know that each year more 
candidates that are required 
get nominated, giving the 

committee a wide selection 
of  excellent leaders to choose 
from.

A special thanks goes to 
Kathy Robinson of  Centennial 
Bank, who chaired this year’s 
committee, along with Sue 
Randall of  the Village Fish 
Market/Tamiami Tavern, 
Teresa Desguin of  the Visual 
Arts Center, Nick Worden 
of  Charlotte State Bank and 
Trust and Cheyenne Young 
of  Wotitzky, Wotitzky, Ross, 
McKinley and Young P.A.

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR  
YOUR CHAMBER’S GOT TALENT

On Thursday, Aug. 4 at 7 p.m. 
at the Gulf  Theater at the 
Military Heritage Museum, 
13 acts have been selected 
for our “Your Chamber’s Got 
Talent” night. The overall 
winner will be selected that 
evening by a panel of  five 
judges and you, the audience! 
Come support the acts and 
make new friends. Tickets are 
$25 plus fees and are available 
on www.gulftheater.org.

The acts include: Gator 
Wilderness Camp School 
(Music), David Obermeier 
(Comedy), Salty Paws (Music), 
Kaitlyn Carey (Film), Rachel 
Struebing & Monica Babcock 

(Music), Marianne Lilly 
(Poetry), Zarita Mattox (Singer), 
Jackie Stover & Team (Dance), 
Deanna Peden (Singer), Jimmy 
& The Ghost Flames (Comedy), 
Benjamin Strunk (Drummer), 
Whitney Grace (Singer) and 
Isaac James (Piano).

IT’S ALMOST TIME TO CELEBRATE
Our big Chamber night of  

celebration will be Saturday, 
Sept. 17, as we honor our 
leadership, our partners and 
announce our Businesses of  
the Year. Tickets are already 
available online at www.
puntagordachamber.com under 
the Shop Chamber tab. Come 
join us and increase your 
business exposure “to its max.”

BLUE, BREWS & BBQ IS BACK!
We are also very pleased 

to announce that, after a 
COVID-19 break, Blues, Brews 
& BBQ is back in conjunction 
with our partners at Suncoast 
Beverage Group. On Saturday, 
Oct. 22 from 3 to 6 p.m., come 
to the History Park on Shreve 
Street, Punta Gorda for craft 
beer samplings, great music, 
great BBQ and so much more. 
Want the VIP experience? From 
2 to 3 p.m., get to enter the 
event one hour early, to sample 
special VIP brews, selected for 
you! Tickets are now on sale at 
www.puntagordachamber.com 
under the Shop Chamber tab.

MINDI ABAIR HOLIDAY SHOW
We are excited to have 

secured a Mindi Abair Holiday 
Show for Punta Gorda. After 
several years of  trying, we 
are pleased to announce that 

we have been selected as a 
destination for Mindi Abair’s 
“I Can’t Wait For Christmas 
Tour” on Tuesday Dec. 13 at the 
Event Center in Punta Gorda. 
She will be accompanied by 
Vincent Ingala, Adam Hawley 
and Lindsey Webster for a full 
jazzy show to help us get in the 
holiday spirit.

Tickets are available via the 
Event Center website or by 
following the link in the Shop 
Chamber section of  www.
puntagordachamber.com. The 
show will start at 7 p.m. and for 
wine aficionados, a wine and 
jazz tasting will be held from 
5 to 6 p.m. that same day at the 
Event Center for $25 per person. 
Tickets for that event are on the 
chamber website. For further 
details please contact the 
Chamber at 941-639-3720.

MEMBER EVENTS THIS MONTH
July 13 starting at 7:15 a.m. 

— Business Over Breakfast at 
the Isles Yacht Club, including 
a candidate forum focused on 
the Airport Authority race 
between Eric Bretan and Robert 
Hancik. RSVP from members is 
required for catering purposes.

To RSVP, please contact us 
today by calling 941-639-3720.

A full listing of  our 
members and their events 
and promotions are ready 
for you to view on www.
puntagordachamber.com Under 
Quick Links, click the Friday 
Facts icon and you’ll never be 
out of  the loop.

John R. Wright is president 
of  the Punta Gorda Chamber 
of  Commerce, jrwright@
puntagorda-chamber.com.

Punta Gorda Chamber: Thank you!

JOHN WRIGHT
Columnist
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Airport Authority District 2
I n what is probably the most 

contentious — and possibly 
most important — Punta 

Gorda Airport Authority 
race in history, incumbent 
Rob Hancik is facing a strong 
challenge from newcomer Eric 
Bretan in the Aug. 23 primary 
election. The winner earns a 
four-year term.

Rob Hancik was 14 when 
he decided he wanted a job in 
airport management. And, he 
succeeded.

He got his first job as an in-
tern in 1970 and two years later 
moved on to another position 
at the age of  25. When he was 
offered a position as head of  the 
Springfield, Missouri airport 
he jumped at the opportunity 
and ended up staying there for 
32 years.

Hancik retired to Punta 
Gorda in 2004 and people who 
knew his background urged 
him to run for the Punta Gorda 
Airport Authority. He did and 
he lost to Don Lee. He ran 
again, however, and beat Lee 
and won a second term beating 
Julie Price.

Hancik, who has raised 
a modest campaign fund of  
about $6,000, is dealing with 

strong opposition as Bretan, 
with about $16,000 in campaign 
funds, has hammered away 
at the lack of  progress at the 
airport. Bretan is citing the 
lack of  growth at the airport’s 
industrial park and the fact 
Allegiant Airlines has such a 
monopoly.

Hancik fights back that the 
airport has grown — setting 
records for the number of  
passengers, expanding its 
terminal, extending its runway 
and building a new facility that 
caters to the private air traffic 
and local pilots.

The airport is working on a 
$60 million project right now 
that is funded by cash from 
CARE, FAA and state money 
along with some of  its reserve 
funds. The only debt the airport 
has is an old $1.7 million loan 
from the state that is being paid 

off in installments.
The authority board mem-

bers seem to have a comfort 
with each other — and as 
Hancik points out most all 
of  their decisions are made 
unanimously.

Hancik is excited about the 
Charlotte Technical Center’s 
school that will train mechan-
ics. It has a $3 million grant to 
help but Hancik admits more 
will be needed.

He believes there is a need 
to expand the terminal even 
more as the passenger counts 
continue to escalate each year.

Bretan has claimed he would 
help lure more airlines to Punta 
Gorda, but Hancik says that 
is no easy task since all the 
airlines work together to decide 
on routes and markets.

The idea of  privatizing the 
airport has been the subject of  
harsh words from both candi-
dates as Bretan was labeled as 
being in favor of  privatization 
— something he says he never 
expressed. Bretan charged that 
Hancik pushed that idea to hurt 
his campaign.

The fact that Airport 
Authority member Vanessa 
Oliver — who in the past has 

said she wanted to explore 
privatization by hearing a 
presentation on the possibili-
ties — has helped Bretan raise 
money made some people 
tie the privatization issue to 
Bretan, who says he is against 
privatization.

Bretan offers a strong 
financial background if  elected 
to the board.

He had a career in the finan-
cial world, including working 
for J.P. Morgan for 15 years, 
before coming to Punta Gorda 
in 2008 to work with his father-
in-law in the jewelry business. 
They buy estate jewelry, fix it 
up and sell it online.

Bretan said he and his family 
are big travelers and that is one 
reason for his interest in the 
Authority. He said he began 
looking at how the airport is 
run and thinks he can do a 
better job.

He is critical of  Allegiant not 
flying to destinations that a lot 
of  people would prefer. He says 
the airport is not doing a good 
job attracting other airlines.

“If  I ran a small business like 
they do, I would be bankrupt,” 
Bretan said in a meeting with 
The Daily Sun editorial board.

Bretan said he is concerned 
that one day Allegiant could 
be sold and putting all the 
airport’s faith in one airline 
(although there are some 
flights by Sun Country into 
Punta Gorda) is foolish. He 
said he believes the airport 
could accommodate three times 
the flights per day that it now 
handles.

Bretan said while he is 
friends with Oliver, he denies 
her father, State Rep. Michael 
Grant, has helped his campaign 
in any way. “I did not meet 
Mike until three months ago,” 
he said.

The challenger said the air-
port should seek a marketing 
person to help find occupants 
for the industrial park.

We believe both candidates 
have a lot to offer the Airport 
Authority.

Hancik, however, has done 
nothing that makes for a good 
reason to not give him another 
term.

If  you believe the airport is 
in good shape, and we do, we 
recommend voting for Hancik.

If, however, you feel the 
airport can be better, you may 
want to vote for Bretan.

OUR VIEW

Leaders are on path  
to rewrite history
Editor:

And so it begins. Gradually, 
one by one, they target you:
the Muslims, the Blacks, the
immigrants, the Latinos,
the Hindus, the Chinese, the 
women, the gays. Even the 
Native Americans whose land
and lives they took.

They lie. They whitewash our
bloody past. They rewrite histo-
ry. They erase it. Slavery? Oh, 
no. They were “guest workers” 
or “involuntarily relocated.
Better for them than if  they 
had stayed in Africa.” Human 
rights? Oh, no. Not all humans. 
Just the rights of  straight, 
white, Christian men.

Separation of  Church and 
State? Oh, no. Our Founding
Fathers didn’t really want that
for this country. Never mind 
that they understood religious 
persecution and the danger of  
a national religion. Ignore what
they said and wrote. We will tell 
you what they really meant. We
know better.

Sound like bad fiction? Well, 
it’s bad all right, but it isn’t 
fiction. Think pre-war Nazi 
Germany. Ignore it at your
own peril. Your only defense is
the ballot. Vote as if  your life
and the lives of  those you care 
about depend on it. They do.

Barbara Deeble
Port Charlotte

Ukraine will rise up
Editor:

Oh, beloved land of  Kobzar
Taras Shevchenko, Ukraine
shall arise like the legendary 
Phoenix.

From Heaven we shall see 
the celestial azure skies and
the bounteous fields of  golden 
grain. God has bestowed His 
grace upon freedom loving 
Ukrainians who shall be freed 
from totalitarian chains of  evil!

Endless love shall radiate the
joyous Ukrainians.

May your indomitable spirit 
remain forever unbroken.

Ukrayina Nazavzhdy!
Tony Battista
Port Charlotte 

No tax reduction without 
higher impact fees
Editor:

I read with interest a recent
article regarding our Punta 
Gorda City Council consid-
ering offering tax reduction
incentives to new or expanding
companies .

Perhaps a Nov. 8 referendum
vote will be sought to seek
approval to reduce city tax
revenue, for 2 years, as an

incentive to qualified compa-
nies to move here or expand?

I am not aware of  heightened 
City Council members exuber-
ance to raise impact fees on 
new construction which would
lessen the citizenries tax bur-
den to fund all the higher costs 
needed to support PG’s growing 
infrastructure requirements
due to our ever increasing rate 
of  growth.

I will be withholding my vote
to approve lower tax incentives 
until I witness the City Council 
members growing a backbone
to increase impact fees on new 
construction.

The same message holds 
true for our Charlotte County 
commissioners who continue 
to kick the impact fee can down 
the road instead of  stepping 
up to help our current county
residents.

William H. Ballou
Punta Gorda

Griner paying price  
for breaking a law
Editor:

Sadly Ms Griner, A world 
champion and WNBA player 
has to come to the realization 
that she, like anyone, is 
accountable for their actions. 
Many countries in the world 
have strict laws governing 
drugs being brought into or
out of  their borders . In fact 
16 countries laws are so strict 
that even a small amount can
send you to prison for life. Five
of  those countries, you will 

lose your life. One of  those you 
could be executed on the spot.

It’s a good idea to know the
laws of  the country you’re 
traveling to, certainly so if  you 
partake drugs.

I get the plight of  Ms Griner 
and her followers, family, 
friends and anyone who has
someone locked abroad for the 
same reasons. But should the 
U.S. government advocate for
her release? She broke that 
country’s laws and also a vast 
part of  our own U.S. laws. Not
the same as a Marine or agent 
of  the U.S. government ex-
change. Let me remind you, If  
you are transporting drugs on a 
plane in the U.S. and are found
with said drugs, you can go to 
prison OK?

I’m truly sorry about Ms
Griner’s predicament and it’s
sorrowful she didn’t “check her
bags.”

When I was a kid, I got
myself  into trouble and was 
taken to the local jail where I
was allowed to call my father to
come get me. He asked me how
did I get there. I told him I got
myself  into this. Well he said, 
get yourself  out.

Thomas Cook
Port Charlotte

Why I am voting  
for the other guy
Editor:

Maybe it’s because I was in
Tallahassee when it happened.

At a standing room
only hearing on one of  his 

controversial bills, I was there 
when Joe Gruters had another 
Sarasota County resident
hauled away from the micro-
phone because she spoke in
opposition to his bill.

Maybe it’s because of  the 
seditious insurrection at the 
Capitol in Washington, January
6, 2021, and the fact that Joe
sent three busloads of  people 
from Sarasota County to attend 
the rally that fired them up.

Why is he trying to radicalize 
people?

Why is he undermining 
people’s faith in our elections?

Joe now heads a nationwide
GOP “Election Integrity 
Commission” that coordinates 
voter-restriction policies in
states across the country.

That’s a major concern. Why
try to suppress the vote of  the 
people?

Why doesn’t Joe stand up for
voting rights in Florida, instead 
of  helping other states suppress 
them?

Is Florida becoming a 
dictatorship?

The August 23rd election 
for state senator is a universal
primary, which means people
of  all political parties can vote
in this election.

The race between Joe
Gruters and his opponent will 
be on the ballot of  every voter
in the county.

The other guy is an un-
known, but perhaps not work-
ing as hard as Joe is to suppress
the voices of  the people in 
Florida and elsewhere.

Because of  major concerns 
about where Joe and his col-
leagues are taking this country, 
I don’t know about you, but in
the Senatorial race, I am voting
for the other guy.

Kindra Muntz
Venice

Send DeSantis message 
with your vote
Editor:

Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis claims to believe in 
personal freedom and choice.
That appears to be the case
however, only if  the choices are 
ones with which he agrees.

Thanks to the actions of  
six unelected members of  the 
Supreme Court, the govern-
ment now gets to decide what a 
woman should do when facing 
critical health care choices.
DeSantis praised the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision, say-
ing, “The prayers of  millions 
have been answered.”

It will take years to undo the 
terrible effects of  the court’s 
unprecedented overturning of  
what was agreed to be “settled
law.” While discussions of  how
to reform the Supreme Court 
are worthwhile, action toward 
that end is unlikely to occur
soon.

What women can do now
alongside the men who care for 
them, is vote for elected officials 
who affirm a woman’s right to 
choose. This November voters
will have the opportunity to let 
DeSantis know that his an-
ti-choice views are inconsistent
with the views of  most of  us.

Sandra Walker
Port Charlotte

Viewpoint

Candidate columns, 
letters policy

The Daily Sun welcomes 
all candidates involved in 
the Aug. 23 primary elec-
tion to write one column 
explaining their views to
our readers. The column 
should be 500 words or
fewer and must be sent 
via email to Commentary 
Editor John Hackworth 
(john.hackworth@your-
sun.com) by July 25. The 
deadline will be strictly
observed.

Also, all letters concern-
ing the primary election 
must be received by The 
Daily Sun by Aug. 8 so we 
can publish them before
a mandatory cutoff for
election letters. There
will be no election letters 
published the week prior to 
the election.
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Florida-friendly Yard Virtual Workshop
July 20, 2022, 7pm. Hosted by People for Trees, a 

non-profit native tree advocacy group since 1997.  It’s

easier than you think to create your own Florida-

friendly yard, a yard that uses no fertilizers, pesticides, 

or herbicides, conserves water, and requires far 

less maintenance and costs less than a traditional

“monoculture lawn” while being more compatible with 

Florida’s fragile environment.  Experience a Florida yard! 

Info: Alice White (941) 468-2486 Register: bit.ly/3yGs17q

In Bond Risk and How to Avoid It
Englewood Bank & Trust Portfolio Manager Chris 

Eckstrom is holding a free seminar at the bank’s main 

office, 1111 S. McCall Road, at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 19. 

In Bond Risk and How to Avoid It, Chris will discuss how 

you can structure your portfolio to hold its value in bull 

and bear markets. Register at www.englewoodbank.com 

or by contacting Kerry Hunter at 941-473-3629.

Estate Planning Basics
Kerry Hunter and local attorney Lori Wellbaum Emery

are holding a complimentary seminar, Estate Planning 

Basics, at the Englewood Chamber, 601 South Indiana

Ave., at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Thursday, July 21. This 

seminar will review the basic elements of an estate plan, 

including last will and testament, power of attorney, and

health care directives. Register at any Englewood Bank &

Trust office, online at www.englewoodbank.com, or call 

Kerry at 941-473-3629.  

COMMENTARY

OBITUARIES
There were no obituaries Sunday.

Memorials in the Sun
Honor your passed loved ones anytime
with a personalized memorial tribute.

Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

Members of  the Charlotte 
County Chamber of  Commerce 
will have the opportunity to 
meet and hear from the candi-
dates running in the Primary 
and General elections this 
year. The Candidates Forum 
will be held on Wednesday, 
July 20 at the Charlotte Harbor 
Event & Conference Center, 
located at 75 Taylor St., Punta 
Gorda. The event is from 
8–9 a.m.

The following candidates 
will be attending to share their 
platform:

County Commissioner 
District 2: Commissioner Chris 
Constance, David Kalin, Jr., 
and Jaha Cummings.

County Commissioner 
District 4: Commissioner 
Stephen R. Deutsch, Mark 
“Gunny” Stevens and Tom 
Sullivan.

School Board District 1: Cara 
Reynolds.

School Board District 4: John 
LeClair and James Barber.

Airport Authority District 2: 

Eric Bretan and Robert 
Hancik.

Punta Gorda City Council 
District 1: Donna Peterman.

Punta Gorda City Council 
District 2: Rachel Keesling.

State Senator District 27: 
Christopher Proia.

Our goal is to create a setting 
for our members to hear from 
the candidates and provide 
information in helping the 
voters make educated deci-
sions. Our Candidates Forum 
is not an endorsement from the 
Charlotte County Chamber of  
Commerce for any candidate 
running for office. I encourage 
all our members to attend.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY  
CHAMBER ACTIVITIES

Third Wednesday Coffee (mem-
ber event): Wednesday, July 20, 
8–9 a.m. at Charlotte Harbor 
Event & Conference Center, 
75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda. 
Program: Candidates Forum. 
Hear from the candidates run-
ning in the primary election.

Business Card Exchange 
(member event): Thursday, 
July 28, 5–7 p.m., at The Daily 
Sun, 23170 Harborview Rd., 
Port Charlotte. Bring a gift to 
promote your business. Bring 
plenty of  business cards.

SPECIAL EVENT
New Member Orientation 

(member event): Friday, July 
22, 8–9 a.m. Charlotte County 
Chamber Office, 2702 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte. This is a 
great opportunity for our new 
members to get fully informed 
the of  available benefits to 
ensure maximum return of  
their investment.

New Teachers’ Breakfast: 
Thursday, July 28, 7:30–8:45 a.m. 
at Charlotte Harbor Event & 
Conference Center, 75 Taylor 
St., Punta Gorda. Charlotte 
County Public Schools will be 
welcoming approximately 200 
new teachers. We are looking 
for our members to sponsor a 
new teacher. Sponsoring a new 
teacher is $45. Each sponsor 
has the opportunity to provide 
200 items for the New Teachers’ 
Goodie Bags. If  you would like 
to sponsor a new teacher, visit 
our website charlottecounty-
chamber.org or call the cham-
ber office at 941-627-2222.

Charlotte County Chamber 
Young Professionals – Karaoke 
Night: Friday, Aug. 2 – 6–9 p.m., 
Burg’r Bar, 317 Tamiami Trail, 
Punta Gorda. Music, appetizers, 
giveaways, grand prize, and 
cash bar. Special thanks to our 
sponsors: American Imaging, 
Charlotte County Ford, and 
Tommy’s Express Car Wash. 
Registration is required via 
charlottecountychamber.org 

or call the chamber office at 
941-627-2222.

RIBBON CUTTINGS  
(ALL ARE WELCOME)

Ribbon cuttings are an effec-
tive way to meet the business 
owners (and fellow chamber 
members) in an informal 
atmosphere and develop those 
great connections. Plus, you 
get familiar with their products 
and services provided. If  your 
schedule allows, please take the 
time to show your support and 
attend our ribbon cuttings.

Suncoast One Title & Closings 
(new Punta Gorda location): 
Tuesday, July 26, 5:30 p.m. at 
103 W. Marion Ave., Suite 101, 
Punta Gorda. Registration 
requested.

Punta Gorda YMCA: Tuesday, 
Aug. 2, 5:30 p.m., 650 Mary St., 
Punta Gorda. Registration is 
requested.

Bob White is executive director 
of  the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce.

Charlotte County Chamber hosts candidates forum

BOB WHITE
Charlotte County Chamber

Justin Ray Ganske, 29,
2500 block of  Highway 17 
South, Arcadia. Charge: 
arrest on out of  county. 
Bond: none.

The North Port Police
Department reported the
following arrests:

Sabastian Anderson
Childress, 22, 4600 block 
of  Italy Ave., North Port. 
Charges: violation of
probation. Bond: none.

Torrey Joseph Ida 
Suprata, 32, 4600 block of
Maralda Ave., North Port. 
Charges: 4600 block of  
Maraldo Ave., North Port. 
Charge: DUI. Bond: $120.

The Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the
following arrests:

Scott Yale Clayman, 54, 
11100 block of  Carnegie 
Ave., Englewood. Charge: 
DUI. Bond: $120.

Jayci Lane Duke, 23, 
200 block of  Jessica
St., Nokomis. Charges: 
possession of  marijuana 
and possession of  a 
controlled substance
without a prescription.
Bond: $3,500.

Judith Ann O’Conner, 
35, 100 block of  
Kenwood Ave., Nokomis.
Charges: sale of  
fentanyl, possession of  
a controlled substance
without a prescription
and possession of  drug 

paraphernalia. Bond: 
$27,000.

Samantha Wiley, 37, 
11700 block of  Tempest
Harbor Loop, Venice.
Charge: domestic 
battery. Bond: none.

The DeSoto County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the
following arrests:

Juan Hilberto Ayala, 
36, 1000 block of  S.E. 9th 
Ave., Arcadia. Charges: 
aggravated battery, 
offender knew victim
was pregnant; battery;
failure to appear; and
operating a motor
vehicle without a valid
license. Bond: $12,620.

Terry Lee Brantley, 48,
400 block of  LaSalona 
Ave., Arcadia. Charges: 
battery and obstruction 
of  justice, tampering
in misdemeanor 
proceeding. Bond:
$51,500.

Bernard L.
Helmbright, 52, 11200 
block of  S.W. Cedar
Ave., Arcadia. Charges: 
two county of  failure to
appear. Bond: $4,000.

Kenya Nakia Morris,
27, 13500 block of  
Whippet Way East, Del 
Ray Beach. Charge: 
arrest on out of  county 
warrant. Bond: none.

Benjamin Franklin 
Murrell Rose, 27, 7600
block of  S.E. Stewart 
Terrace, Arcadia. 
Charges: possession of  
weapon or ammunition
by a Florida convicted
felon, pre-trial
conditional release
violation, possession of
drug paraphernalia and 
battery. Bond: $10,240.

Eugene Tovar-Mendez, 
34, 3000 block of  S.W. 
Florida Dive, Arcadia.
Charges: two counts
of  operating a motor
vehicle without a valid
license, failure to obey
law enforcement order to 
stop and resisting officer
with violence.

Compiled by Daniel 
Sutphin

POLICE
FROM PAGE 2B
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Local News

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

ARCADIA — Providing better support 
for DeSoto County teachers was a pri-
mary goal for School Board candidates 
during a recent forum in Arcadia.

The Peace River Democratic 
Progressive Caucus held the second of  
two public “meet and greet” sessions
with local candidates.

The July 11 session focused on the
School District of  DeSoto County School
Board and Arcadia marshal candidates.

The first session, June 27, included 
candidates for Arcadia Council and
DeSoto County Commission.

“People kind of  dismiss local elections 
as not being important,” caucus repre-
sentative Pat Schudel said.

Schudel said it is local
elections that impact the
community.

“Get out there and
vote,” she added. “And 
bring a friend with you.”

This year’s primary
election is Aug. 23 with the
general election on Nov. 
8. The deadline to register 

to vote is July 25 for the primary election
and Oct. 11 for the general election.

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES (NONPARTISAN)
District 1
District 1 is held by Danny Via, but he

is not running for a new four-year term.
Jami Schueneman and 

Kimberly Shaver are
running for the seat.

Schueneman said she’s
talked with concerned 
parents and worked with
frustrated teachers.

“I’m running because 
we need good leadership,”
she said. “We have
amazing teachers, and we
do amazing things in our 
schools. I want to continue 
that (but) it’s important 
to listen to parents and to
staff.”

Shaver said she wants to
work with board members, 
parents and staff.

“I especially want to work with the 
teachers,” she said. “The teachers have

By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — The 
Charlotte County Republican 
Party is distancing itself  
from a recent ad placed by a 
Republican-aligned club.

Gene Murtha, chairman 
of  the Charlotte County 
GOP, cited a recent ad by the 

Charlotte County Republican 
Liberty Caucus announcing the 
endorsement of  several candi-
dates for local offices.

“Our primary concern with 
the ad was that it could confuse 
the voters,” Murtha said in an 
email statement. “There was 

no disclaimers 
noting that they 
are not affiliated 
with either the 
local party or 
the Republican 
Party of  Florida 
nor was there 
any funding 

disclosure.”
The endorsements include 

Dave Kalin and Tom Sullivan 
for the Charlotte County 
Commission, Jim Barber for 
the Charlotte County School 
Board, and Robert Hancik 
for the Punta Gorda Airport 
Authority.

Barber is also listed as 

the vice chair of  the county 
Republican Liberty Caucus.

The ad in question was seen 
on several recent editions of  
The Daily Sun, with the phrase 
“Conscience of  the Republican 
Party.”

That phrase is a well-known 
tagline for the national 
Republican Liberty Caucus, an 
advocacy group that supports 
libertarian-leaning positions 
within the Republican Party.

Bob White, a Brevard County 
resident who is chairman for 
the RLC of  Florida, said the 
Charlotte County RLC is a 
recent but vibrant addition to 
the state organization and is 

operating in standard fashion.
“I’m delighted to see that 

they’ve made endorsements,” 
White said Monday.

The caucus is not an arm of  
the Republican Party, he noted, 
but an independent organiza-
tion, similar to the National 
Federation of  Republican 
Women.

These organizations regu-
larly do endorse candidates in 
primaries, while the executive 
committees of  county parties 
prefer to avoid taking sides.

White said that the goal of  
the RLC, broadly speaking, is 

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — Bowlers of  all 
kinds, and even non-bowlers, are 
invited come out and meet the North 
Port Leadership Class of  2022 at its 
“SuperBOWL” fundraiser on Saturday.

The summer SuperBOWL will be 
from noon to 3 p.m. at Treasure Lanes, 
1059 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte.

A total of  20 teams of  four will 
compete for the coveted “Kingpin” 

title, presented to the team that 
knocks over the most pins. Second 
place will hold the “Strike 2” trophy 
and third highest score will get the 
“Spare.”

Some teams do not have enough 
bowlers, so open spots are available

Sponsored by Burnt Store Title of
SWFL, there will be a 50/50 raffle, 
a silent auction and a raffle for gift 
baskets.

“Our goal is to raise money to help 
as many nonprofits in the community 
that we can,” Leadership North Port 
2022 Class President Tricia Bramble 
said.

Money raised from this fundraiser 
will benefit Family Promise of  South 
Sarasota County, K-9s for North Port 
Police Department, North Port Art 
Center, Caribbean American Cultural 

Connections, Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters of  the Suncoast and Dollars for 
Mammograms.

The leadership program, 
organized by the North Port 
Chamber of  Commerce, is a series 
of  citywide programs designed to 
enhance participants’ awareness 
of  the community and its needs by
examining how leadership in the 
historical, geographical, educational, 
economic, governmental and cultural 
segments work together to perpetuate 
and advance the North Port 
community and its residents.

For more information, visit 
www.northportareachamber.com/
leadership-north-port or contact 
Bramble at 347-292-1810.

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — The idea 
was good, the execution bad.

Jerome Fletcher learned that
lesson in formulating a volun-
teer program, then hours later
pulling its roll-out from North 
Port’s city website.

His plan was linking
neighbors on get-to-know-you 
projects, like pulling gunk
from a senior’s rain gutters, 
or a community-wide barbe-
cue. He wanted the five city

commissioners to 
lead the G.O.O.D. 
Neighbor 
program in their 
districts.

But instant 
thunderclaps,
Fletcher said,
with upset com-

missioners on his phone for not
being included in the process.
North Port had even hyped
the project, pitching G.O.O.D 
Neighbor in a news release 
as “heightening community 
pride. Want to volunteer and get 
involved?”

That July 8 roll-out was pulled 
within hours of  going live, its 
cityofnorthport.com link listed 

as “currently 
unavailable.” 
Commissioners 
will consider 
tweaks to
G.O.O.D. 
Neighbor this 
week during
budget talks.

“The details could have been 
better on my part,” Fletcher
said Monday. “But we all have 
some vision of  volunteerism,
dealing with something positive.
Now we have to figure out what
that looks like.”

G.O.O.D., or Growing Our
Own District, Neighbor is 
part of  Fletcher’s vision for
North Port as a “Community 

of  Unity,” a
message he had 
pushed since 
getting hired as
city manager 
in October to 
replace Pete
Lear.

Commissioner 
Jill Luke said a “full discussion” 
before launching G.O.O.D. 
Neighbor would have been best.

“We can still figure out what
we want to do,” she said.

Still, G.O.O.D. Neighbor has 
potential, Commissioner Alice 
White said.

White started Welcome
to North Port, a newcomer 
program with gift baskets. She 

is also North Port’s “Tree Lady.” 
Research shows neighbors
interacting is healthy, White
added.

But the five members hadn’t 
discussed Fletcher’s idea in a
commission forum, she said.

“His delivery was flawed,” she
said. “We want to be sure it was
our choice to do this … commis-
sioners aren’t given tasks.”

The City Commission meets 
9 a.m. Tuesday for budget talks,
sets a tentative millage rate at 
5 p.m. City Hall is at 4970 City 
Hall Blvd.

Email: craig.garrett@yoursun.
com

DeSoto County 
candidates 

want to support 
schools

SCHUDEL

WHITE

SCHUENEMAN

SHAVER

FLETCHER

MURTHA

LUKE

SEE SCHOOLS, 3B

Charlotte GOP: Ad does not reflect our position
State advocacy 

group’s local 

chapter endorses 

candidates

SEE POSITION, 3B

G.O.O.D. Neighbor, bad idea?
City reviews

volunteer program

Class of 2022 hosts 
‘SuperBOWL’

Leadership 

North Port group to 

crown champions of

bowling competition

PHOTO PROVIDED

Leadership North Port Class of 2022 ended its busy Media & Justice Day with a little ax throwing at The Axe Haus.
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to return the Republican 
Party to its “Jeffersonian 
roots.”

Since the Charlotte 
County RLC was charted 
last August, White said 
this may be the first time 
Charlotte County is see-
ing such an endorsement 
— which may have taken 

some people by surprise.
Murtha said he wanted 

to be sure that voters 
knew that the Charlotte 
County RLC is distinct 
from the county GOP.

All the listed offices are 
likely to be decided in the 
Republican primary, since 
only Republicans have 
declared themselves as 
candidates. The primary 
will be open in Charlotte 
County, however, allow-
ing non-Republicans to 

vote in the Republican 
primary.

The Charlotte County 
Trump Club announced 
its own endorsements 
last Thursday, all of  
which matched the 
Charlotte County RLC 
endorsements.

“Mr. Kalin will make 
sure that his decisions are 
always in the best inter-
ests of  this county,” the 
announcement read.

The club also credited 

Sullivan’s background 
in finance and Barber’s 
support for “parents’ 
involvement in children’s 
education” in their 
respective races.

The announcement 
also said that Hancik has 
“proved himself  to be the 
county’s choice” in the 
Airport Authority race, 
according to club repre-
sentatives Cathy Bateman 
and Cindie King.

POSITION
FROM PAGE 1B
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COMMENTARY

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR  
YOUR CHAMBER’S GOT TALENT

At 7 p.m. on Aug. 4 at the Gulf  
Theater at the Military Heritage 
Museum, 13 acts have been 
selected for our “Your Chamber’s 
Got Talent” night. The overall 
winner will be selected that 
evening by a panel of  five judges 
and you, the audience! Come 
support the acts and make new 
friends. Tickets are $25 plus 
fees and are available on www.
gulftheater.org.

The acts include: Gator 
Wilderness Camp School 
(Music), David Obermeier 
(Comedy), Salty Paws (Music), 
Kaitlyn Carey (Film), Rachel 
Struebing & Monica Babcock 
(Music), Marianne Lilly (Poetry), 
Zarita Mattox (Singer), Jackie 
Stover & Team (Dance), Deanna 
Peden (Singer), Jimmy & 
The Ghost Flames (Comedy), 

Benjamin Strunk (Drummer), 
Whitney Grace (Singer) and 
Isaac James (Piano).

2023 PUNTA GORDA CHAMBER 
VISITORS AND MEMBER GUIDE — 
NEW LOOK, NEW CONTENT!

When the 2023 Visitors and 
Members Guide hits the streets 
this December it will be better 
than ever. With a distribution 
of  40,000, it is prominently 
displayed at the Punta Gorda 

Airport (we restock twice a 
week!) and it has high visibility 
at local events, real estate offices, 
area businesses and throughout 
the community. The guide is 
also available 24/7 as a flipbook 
on puntagordachamber.com. 
Chamber members can reserve 
their ad space now and save 15% 
until Sept. 2. There is no better 
time to join the Punta Gorda 
Chamber for the added exposure! 
Call today, 941-639-3720.

IT’S ALMOST TIME TO CELEBRATE
Our big Chamber night of  

celebration will be Sept. 17, as 
we honor our leadership, our 
partners and announce our 
Businesses of  the Year. Tickets 
are already available online at 
www.puntagordachamber.com 
under the Shop Chamber tab. 
Come join us and increase your 
business exposure “to its max.”

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS TODAY
Starting at 5:30 p.m., our July 

Business After Hours will be 
held at Michael Saunders & Co. 
located at 101 Taylor St., Punta 
Gorda. Members can RSVP by 
calling 941-639-3720. Remember 
to bring a gift to promote your 
business in the drawing.

A full listing of  our members 
and their events and promotions 
are ready for you to view on 
puntagordachamber.com Under 
Quick Links, click the Friday 
Facts icon and you’ll never be 
out of  the loop.

John R. Wright is president 
of  the Punta Gorda Chamber 
of  Commerce, jrwright@
puntagorda-chamber.com.

So much going on, so much to celebrate

JOHN WRIGHT
Columnist
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Local News

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The future was the 
focus for Charlotte County candidates 
Wednesday during a forum hosted 
by the Charlotte County Chamber of  
Commerce.

Candidates for the County 
Commission, School Board, Airport 
Authority and Punta Gorda Council 
attended the event at the Charlotte 
Harbor Event and Conference Center in 
Punta Gorda.

This year’s primary election is Aug. 23 
with the general election on Nov. 8. 
Commission, School Board and Airport 
Authority races will be decided in the 
primary. 

Each candidate was given 3 minutes to 
speak. Questions were not taken during 
the open forum.

County Commission District 4 can-
didate Mark Stevens told the crowd he 
wants to create better communication 
with the community.

“I’ve seen a lot of  things happen 
where projects have gone on without the 
constituents actually knowing what’s 
going on,” Stevens said. “I plan to go 
to constituents for projects that affect 
them to make sure they know about 
(developments).”

Stevens is up against incumbent 
Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch and 
candidate Tom Sullivan.

“One of  the things this board does is 
that we plan down the road,” Deutsch 
said. “We know we are going to have 
potable water for at least another 50 to 
60 years in building the new reservoir 

Candidates talk 
growth, future 

at chamber 
forum

Primary is a month away

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Charlotte County Chamber of 
Commerce Bob White opens up a “Meet 
the Candidates” forum Wednesday 
at the Charlotte Harbor Event and 
Conference Center in Punta Gorda.
Most candidates for the Charlotte 
County Commission, Charlotte County 
School Board, Charlotte County Airport 
Authority and Punta Gorda Council 
were present.

SEE FORUM, 3B

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM 

RJ’s New England
Seafood Restaurant

We continue to take precautions to keep everyone 
safe. Dine in and take out available.

17753 Toledo Blade Blvd.
Port Charlotte
SR 776 AND TOLEDO BLADE

TUES-THURS: 11AM - 7PM

FRI: 11AM - 8PM

SAT: 11AM - 7PM CLOSED SUN AND MON

941-235-0005                      rjsseafood.com

LAST TABLE SEATED 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO CLOSING.
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(for example). It is my 
desire to finish a few 
things that we started.”

Sullivan said he be-
lieves the county should 
focus more on mixed-use 
developments.

“I do not believe in 
having commercial areas 
in residential,” Sullivan 
said. “I do believe in 
multi-use units (resi-
dential planned with 
commercial) will create a 
wonderful environment 
for everybody.”

City Council District 
1 member-elect Donna 
Peterman, who has no 
opposition, wants to 
fast-track development of  

the vacant downtown City 
Marketplace property.

“We need to develop the 
market square property,” 
said Peterman. “That 
means appropriate 
building heights and we 
need to make sure the 
land development regula-
tions are finally brought 
forward.”

City Council District 
2 candidate Rachel 
Keesling is running 
against candidate Bill 
Dryburgh, who did not 
attend. Keesling wants 
more focus on downtown 
parking options.

“One of  my passion 
projects would be 
completing the parking 
garage here at the event 
center because we all 
know we’ve come to 
events here and can’t find 

parking here, nonetheless 
in downtown,” she said.

Airport Authority 
District 2 candidate 
Eric Bretan wants more 
airlines at Punta Gorda 
Airport.

“Allegiant Air might 
not be around in the fu-
ture,” he said. “I will very 
strongly and forcefully 
work the airline routes 
to make sure we get a 
second airline in there.”

Bretan is running 
against incumbent 
Airport Commissioner 
Rob Hancik, who said his 
experience will guide the 
airport’s future.

“We’re redoing 
runways, the new gen-
eral aviation building,” 
Hancik said. “The next 
four years (are) very 
critical of  planning, and 

where we are going with 
the airport, it’s going to 
take some experience.”

County Commission 
District 2 candidate David 
Kalin Jr., wants to grow 
the county’s business 
community.

“We have areas in 
the county that already 
have infrastructure,” he 
said. “We can work with 
developers to bring in 
businesses to keep our 
people employed.”

Kalin is running 
against outgoing City 
Council member 
Jaha Cummings and 
incumbent County 
Commissioner 
Christopher Constance.

Constance said his 
experience will help move 
the county forward.

“All these roads, all 

these projects, all these 
great things that you 
are seeing were initiated 
because we hit those prob-
lems head on,” Constance 
said. “I would appreciate 
four more years; there is 
so much work to do.”

Cummings wants to 
create ways to benefit the 
community and its youth.

“I view this (county) 
role as a role to elevate 
our people. In any and 
every power and relation-
ship I have, it is to facili-
tate this for our people,” 
he said, adding another 
big goal is to create more 
jobs in the county.

School Board District 4 
candidate James Barber 
said he got into the 
school race because of  
COVID-19.

“I watched what 

happened to teachers and 
students with students 
forced to wear masks 
in school against their 
parents’ will ... parents 
segregated at the School 
Board meetings,” he said. 
“I just looked at it and 
said this isn’t right.”

His opponent, John 
LeClair, a retired school 
principal, believes his 
experience will benefit 
students.

“You will get someone 
that is passionate for 
education,” LeClair said. 
“You will get someone 
that’s walked the 
hallways, knows what 
students, parents, teach-
ers and community deal 
with each day.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

FORUM
FROM PAGE 1B

Doherty suggested 
bringing more detailed 
numbers back a the 
County Commission’s 
first budget public 
hearing on Sept. 7.

“I do think that that 
$19 million bump that we 
got – pennies from heaven 
– with the valuation is 
really what I’m target-
ing,” he said.

“To understand that,” 
Doherty added, “if  we can 
find places to put it that 

make sense 
for the 
long term 
because of  
what’s on 
the horizon 
(with 
recession), 
maybe I’ll 

be OK with keeping it the 
way it is. My desire is to 
try to have some kind of  
meaningful reduction in 
the millage rate. I just 
can’t see it today.”

Commissioner Stephen 
R. Deutsch said he would 
like to pursue lowering 
the property tax rate, but 
also suggested county 

staff come back with more 
options.

“Go ahead and come 
back with a couple of  
scenarios with an eye 
looking at the economy,” 
he said. “Looking at that 
we are in five weeks or so 
now that we’d have those 
options, perhaps we’ll be 
able to make that choice 
and make some kind of  
reduction then. We’re 
almost two months out 
before we have to make 
that kind of  decision.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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DEUTSCH

The band will also 
prepare for the fall 
concert on Oct. 10 
and have a spaghetti 
fundraiser at the 
school before the 7 p.m. 
performance. The theme 
is Let the Good Times 
Roll which is New 
Orleans style music, a 
celebration of  where the 
band is heading and to 
raise funds for the Sugar 
Bowl trip from Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 1.

“When we were 
planning this trip with 
the band boosters, we 
wanted to make sure 
ever kid who signed up 
paid the same amount,” 
he said. “We want to 
reduce the costs as 
low as possible for the 
students.”

Other fundraisers 
are fan cloth apparel 
that says “Lemon Bay 
High School Marching 
Band” and more sales 
of  the “World’s Finest 
Chocolate.”

Eyrich recently 
discovered music written 
in the 1980s for a band 

trip to perform at the 
Mardi Graw parade. He 
reworked it and the band 
under the direction of  
drum major Corey Pooler 
will play it at the parade 
and in the fall concert.

To learn more about 
the band program or 
to donate, visit www.
bandsoflbhs.com, call 
941-474-7702, email info@
bandsoflbhs.com, or visit 
the Lemon Bay High 
School Band page on 
Facebook.

Email: elaine.allen@
yoursun.com
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County Commission 
District 4 incumbent 
Commissioner Stephen 
R. Deutsch

County Commission 
District 4 candidate Tom 
Sullivan

Punta Gorda Council-
elect Donna Peterman, 
District 1

County Commission 
District 4 candidate 
Mark Stevens

City Council 
District 2 candidate 
Rachel Keesling

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Airport Authority District 
2 candidate Eric Bretan

Airport Authority 
District 2 incumbent 
Commissioner Rob 
Hancik

County Commission 
District 2 candidate 
David Kalin, Jr.

County Commission 
District 2 incumbent 
Commissioner 
Christopher Constance

County Commission 
District 2 candidate and 
outgoing Punta Gorda 
Council member Jaha 
Cummings

School Board District 4 
candidate James Barber

School Board District 4 
candidate John LeClair
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With Coupon. Dine In and Dinner Only.
Can Not be Combined With Any Other 

Offer/Coupon/Certifi cate.
Not Valid on Holidays and Special Events 

Exp:8/1/2022

2150 Tamaimi Trail, Unit 22, Port Charlotte
Same plaza as Neighborhood Walmart

941-883-6800 | www.mychefrestaurant.com

The CHEF restaurant 
caters to all varieties 
of eaters in our newly 
renovated, spacious, 

contemporary and hip 
dining area. Perfect 

for romantic dinners, 
the whole family, 
friends & guests.

Lunch & Dinner Served Daily
Sun - Thurs 11:30AM - 9:00PM

Fri - Sat 11:30AM - 9:30PM

THAI - SUSHI - JAPANESE - AMERICAN CUISINE
FULL BAR - HAPPY HOUR 3:30 TO 5:30 PM

* Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid in full within 12 months. Cannot be combined with any other offers, offer expires 07/31/2022.

941-336-3662

0%
for 12 MONTHS*

INTEREST

NO PAYMENTS &

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
Our Limited-Time

 FINANCING OFFER!

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2002

Call for a FREE INSPECTION

CONCRETE LIFTING

FOUNDATION REPAIR

CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

FL Lic: CBC1257350 | GA Lic: RLQA003805 | AL Lic: 27267

ad
no

=
38

53
62

5-
1

sophia
Highlight



PAGE 2B TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2022    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

OBITUARY POLICY
Obituaries are 

accepted from funeral 

homes and crematories, 

and from families if 

accompanied by a 

death certificate. Full 

obituaries, notices of

services, remembrances

and death notices are 

subject to charges. Email 

the item for publication 

to obits@yoursun.com; 

it must be accompanied 

by a phone number. For 

more information, call 

941-206-1028.

When the 2023 Visitors and Members 
Guide hits the streets this December it 
will be better than ever.

With a distribution of  40,000, it is 
prominently displayed at the Punta 
Gorda Airport (we restock twice a 
week!) and it has high visibility at local 
events, real estate offices, area busi-
nesses and throughout the community.

The guide is also available 24/7 as a 
flipbook on puntagordachamber.com. 
Chamber members can reserve their ad 
space now and save 15% until Sept. 2.

There is no better time to join the 
Punta Gorda Chamber for the added 
exposure! Call today, 941-639-3720. Rates 
are highly competitive and, with a 40,000 
(yes, 40,000) distribution, this is a guar-
anteed way to drum up extra business 
exposure. We tell all of  our partners, the 
more you engage with YOUR Chamber, 
the more business and success you will 
generate from your membership.

Attending an event, sharing your 
story on our social media platform or 
in our e-news blasts and having your 
literature readily available both online 
and in the office is a critical part of  
your marketing mix. It is also one of  the 
lowest costs your business will incur. 
Ask today for details — 941-639-3720.

YOUR CHAMBER’S GOT TALENT
At 7 p.m. on Aug. 4 at the Gulf  

Theater at the Military Heritage 
Museum, 13 acts have been selected 
for our “Your Chamber’s Got Talent” 
night. The overall winner will be 
selected that evening by a panel of  five 
judges and you, the audience! Come 
support the acts and make new friends. 
Tickets are $25 plus fees and are 
available on www.gulftheater.org.

The acts include: Gator Wilderness 
Camp School (music), David 
Obermeier (comedy), Salty Paws 
(music), Kaitlyn Carey (film), Rachel 
Struebing & Monica Babcock (mu-
sic), Marianne Lilly (poetry), Zarita 

Mattox (singer), Jackie Stover & 
Team (dance), Deanna Peden (singer), 
Jimmy & The Ghost Flames (comedy), 
Benjamin Strunk (drummer), Whitney 
Grace (singer) and Isaac James (piano).

ALMOST TIME TO CELEBRATE
Our big Chamber night of  celebra-

tion will be Sept. 17, as we honor our 
leadership, our partners and announce 
our Businesses of  the Year. Tickets 
are already available online at www.
puntagordachamber.com under the 
Shop Chamber tab. Come join us and 
increase your business exposure “to its 
max.”

On this night, our Business of  the 
Year awards will be handed out. The list 
of  applicants that made the deadline for 
submission will be announced shortly. 
The selection process has started and 
the committee has a task at hand to 
select from a great list of  candidates.

MEMBER EVENTS
Tomorrow at noon, we visit the 

Ice House Pub for a true Networking 
Luncheon. Other than introductions 
and announcements, we are dedicating 
our time to meeting, talking, sharing 
and doing business. If  you are not yet 
on the list and want to attend, call us 
today on 941-639-3720 to get your seat at 
the table. $20 covers you!

A full listing of  our members and 
their events and promotions are ready 
for you to view on puntagordachamber.
com. Under Quick Links, click the 
Friday Facts icon and you’ll never be 
out of  the loop.

John R. Wright is president of  the 
Punta Gorda Chamber of  Commerce, 
jrwright@puntagorda-chamber.com.

We offer the marketing 
tool that lasts all year

2023 Punta Gorda 

Chamber Visitors and 

Member Guide sports 

new look, new content

PHOTO PROVIDED

Charlotte Bridal Boutique recently celebrated its 20th anniversary with a 
ribbon cutting at their store at 2395 Tamiami Trail in Port Charlotte.

JOHN WRIGHT
Columnist

Memorials in the Sun
Honor your passed loved ones anytime
with a personalized memorial tribute.

Call (941) 206-1028 for rates.

COMMENTARY

sophia
Highlight



TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM 

Local News

By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Eric 
Bretan appears to have a 
healthy fundraising lead over 
his opponent Robert Hancik, 
largely due to a $10,000 loan 
from himself  to his campaign.

Both Bretan and Hancik 
are currently running in the 
Republican primary for the 
District 2 seat on the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority; 
the winner will go on to run 
unopposed by Democrats in the 

general election.
Hancik is the incumbent for 

the seat.
According to online campaign 

records, Bretan has raised 
a total of  roughly $16,675 in 
campaign contributions as of  
July 8; by contrast, Hancik has 
only raised $6,380.

Most of  Bretan’s war chest 
can be traced to a $10,000 loan 

in his own name 
from March. 
The remaining 
$6,675 was 
raised largely 
over April, May 
and June from 
various individu-
al donations.

Despite this sizable lead in 
fundraising, Bretan has only 
spent about $1,224 in campaign 
expenditures so far. Much of  
that spending has been in dues 
payments to local organizations, 
expected from a local campaign.

The largest such expense for 
Bretan’s campaign was $300 for 
a networking dinner ticket with 
the Charlotte City Republican 
Party, dated on April 2.

Bretan’s campaign has also 

spent $189 on 
marketing 
through the 
Mailchimp 
program from 
the Rocket 
Science Group, 
an Atlanta-based 
firm.

Hancik, meanwhile, raised 
$1,550 in March and $5,825 
between May and June. He 
also loaned money to his own 
campaign, albeit only $100 dated 
from last August.

According to campaign 
records, Hancik has spent about 
$3,036 so far. More than half  of  
that — $1,862 — went toward 
advertising in Florida Weekly.

Other notable expenses 
include $500 for campaign 

advertising with the West 
Charlotte County Republican 
Club and $248.39 for printed 
brochures.

Individual contributions for 
both candidates topped out at 
$500. For Bretan, one such top 
donor was Florida Premier 
Contractors based in Punta 
Gorda; for Hancik, one of  the 
top donors was builder Romolo 
Mattesich.

Both candidates have run an 
excitable campaign focused on 
the future of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport.

At a recent debate, both candi-
dates said that they would stand 
firmly opposed to privatizing the 
airport; at the same time, they 
accused the other of  seeking to 
do so.

Bretan leads Hancik in campaign financing with $10,000 self-loan
Both candidates 

have raised more 

than $6,000

BRETAN HANCIK
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OPINIONS

If  you feel like the airport 
can be better, you want to 
vote for Bretan. This was 
the closing statement of  The 
Daily Sun’s recommendation 
editorial, and I couldn’t agree 
more. My name is Eric Bretan 
and I am proud to be running 
for the Airport Authority, 
District 2.

My innovative platform, 
airport advisory experience, 
and municipal financial 
background will ensure that 
the Punta Gorda Airport will 
be the transportation hub and 
economic driver that Charlotte 
County deserves.

On the Airport Authority, 
my first order of  business 
will be to attract additional 
airlines to the airport. It is 
worrisome to me that PGD 
relies on a single airline for the 

vast majority of  its revenue, 
especially during a period of  
airline industry consolidation. 
By adding competition, we 
will be able to bring down 
the cost of  tickets as well 
as add destination cities to 
the airport. And we can do 
this without significantly 
increasing noise levels over 
residential areas by better 
working with the FAA to 

strategically plot flight paths 
around highly populated areas.

Second, my focus will be 
to grow the commercial/
industrial park around the 
airport which currently is 
very much underdeveloped. 
Our region is overly dependent 
on residential property taxes 
and has been slow to attract 
high paying industrial jobs. A 
thriving airport park will bring 
in much needed tax revenue 
as well as create the jobs 
Charlotte County needs.

Finally, I will bring a new, 
positive energy to the board. I 
will work in harmony with the 
city, county and School Board 
to reach our common goals. I 
will absolutely, unequivocally, 
reject any privatization of  
the airport. Period. I will also 
stop significant debt issuances 

which would give Wall Street 
control over airport financials. 
And with two current 
Authority Board members, 
including my opponent, under 
investigation for election fraud, 
I will champion new ethics 
directives for the airport and 
its leaders.

Why am I so confident that 
I can accomplish these goals? 
I have an MBA from the 
Wharton School of  Business 
and worked 15 years in 
municipal/corporate finance 
where I advised some of  the 
most innovative airports across 
the country. I currently hold 
leadership roles on the Punta 
Gorda Chamber of  Commerce, 
School Oversight Committee, 
and local Boy Scouts. I also 
am an entrepreneur and 
small business owner who 

has learned how to grow and 
lead an organization against 
overwhelming competition. I 
know how to get things done 
and have a track record of  
success to prove it.

In a time of  social 
uncertainty, economic 
volatility, and political 
division, I invite you to 
support my vision of  the Punta 
Gorda Airport where it can 
be a generator of  economic 
prosperity for Charlotte 
County as well as a convenient 
and low-cost transportation 
center to benefit us all. I do feel 
like the airport can be better, 
and I hope you do as well. My 
name is Eric Bretan and I hope 
to earn your vote for Airport 
Authority on August 23.

I can make our airport even better

ERIC BRETAN
Airport Authority candidate

Democrats have been looking 
for a political lifeline and 
believe that the Dobbs case 
overturning Roe v. Wade is it.

The problem is that their 
radicalism makes them out of
step on this issue, as they are 
on so many others.

A party that exists in its own 
echo chamber and that is more 
and more reliant on the votes 
of  a highly educated, socially 
progressive portion of  the 
electorate simply can’t process 
the idea that the rest of  the 
country may be in a different 
place. Instead, it is consumed 
by its own obsessions.

The Democrats held 
congressional hearings on 
abortion and perhaps the most 
memorable moments were
the witnesses holding forth 
on how men can supposedly 
get pregnant and exhibiting 
hesitance to condemn 
infanticide.

There’s a perception in the 
popular mind that overturning 
Roe is tantamount to banning 
abortion everywhere, and it’s 
simply not true. Dobbs doesn’t 

impose a uniform national 
rule. Rather, it allows the 
states to adopt different laws as 
determined by their electorates 
representing the country’s 
diverse political and moral 
geography.

The widespread 
misunderstanding about 
Roe creates confused 
and contradictory public 
sentiment. A recent Harvard/
Harris Poll survey found a 
solid majority, 55%, opposed 
overturning Roe. On the other 
hand, a larger majority favored 
restrictions of  the sort that the 
Roe-enforced abortion regime 
made impossible.

According to the poll, 37% 

want to permit abortion only 
in cases of  rape and incest, 
12% to permit it only before six 
weeks, and 23% after 15 weeks. 
That makes for a total of  72% 
of  voters supporting a policy 
that couldn’t be written into 
law for the last 50 years under 
Roe.

Also, given the option, a 
plurality (44%) believe that 
abortion policy should be 
set at the state level, the 
arrangement that Roe didn’t 
allow and that Dobbs blesses.

Most of  the public isn’t on 
board with the more sweeping 
progressive critiques that have
been made of  the Supreme 
Court in the wake of  the 
decision. Again, according 
to the Harvard/Harris, 63% 
believe that the Supreme Court 
is legitimate and 59% say it’s 
wrong for Democrats to say 
otherwise.

The party can’t resist 
overreaching. It’d be one 
thing if  it embraced the basic 
Western European approach 
of  only permitting abortion 
the first 12 weeks. This would 

mean most abortions would 
still be legal, while the party 
could occupy the political 
middle ground and try to 
isolate pro-lifers favoring total 
bans.

Such a tack is unthinkable,
though. Instead, Democrats 
want a federal codification 
of  Roe that would once again 
wipe away any state discretion, 
and indeed go even further.

As my National Review 
colleague John McCormack 
notes, the Democratic bill 
creates a right to abortion 
before “fetal viability,” or 
the threshold when the fetus 
is likely to survive outside 
the womb. It also forbids 
states from prohibiting post-
viability abortions if  a “health 
care provider” believes that 
continuing the pregnancy 
would risk the mother’s 
“health,” a term that includes 
physical and mental health and 
is supposed to be interpreted 
“liberally.”

This would effectively ensure 
a right to abortion through 
nine months, a position 

that has the support of  10% 
of  the public, according to 
the Harvard/Harris poll. 
Moreover, the bill would cut 
down a swath of  relatively
minor, popular restrictions on 
abortion, including parental 
consent laws and 24-hour 
waiting periods.

If  this legislation were ever 
to become the true focus of  the 
post-Roe debate, there’s no way 
that Democrats would win it. 
It shows the same judgment 
and discernment that had 
elements of  the party talking 
about defunding the police or 
abolishing Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement.

In sum, Dobbs isn’t a magic 
bullet for Democrats. Instead, 
it’s an invitation to open 
debate and deliberation over 
abortion policy that may hold 
opportunities for the party, 
but also has pitfalls that it 
is completely oblivious to or 
determined to ignore — per 
usual.

Rich Lowry is on Twitter 
@RichLowry.

Abortion is not going to save the Democrats

RICH LOWRY
National Review

Many members of  the 
extremist establishment have
a new darling in Ron DeSantis. 
For example, the editor of  
the far-right National Review 
recently gushed that, second 
only to Trump, the Florida 
governor is “the hottest thing” 
in GOP politics: “Ron DeSantis 
is the new Republican Party.”

Interesting, because what
characterizes Ron’s tenure 
(and prompts a collective
swoon for him within the 
rightist hierarchy) is his 
strongman authoritarianism. 
Indeed, DeSantis puts the bull 
in bully, bellowing “culture 
war” hooey, demonizing 
immigrants, fabricating 
claims of  voter fraud, 
promoting COVID-19 lies and 
so forth. Then he imperiously 
asserts government power 
to bully majority will, local 
communities, workers, the 
poor, Florida’s environment, 
truth, fairness, honesty and 
democracy. Consider one of
DeSantis’ autocratic moves 
that, curiously, thrilled 
many who once professed 
to be small-government 
“conservatives.” They are 

now cheering for him to go 
national with his reliance on 
Big Government Boss-ism to 
usurp the people’s democratic 
authority:

Like other Republican-run 
states, DeSantis’s Florida 
keeps manufacturing ways to 
restrict voter participation, in 
particular blocking African 
Americans from the polls. 
In 2018, however, Floridians 
themselves rebuked the 
suppressors by approving 
a ballot measure to expand 
the electorate. A whopping 
65% said YES to eliminating 
a vindictive lifelong ban on 
voting by ex-felons — people 
who had served their time. 
This long-overdue measure of  
simple justice (approved, in 
fact, by a much bigger margin 
of  voters than DeSantis got 
that year) reenfranchised 
about 1.4 million former felons.

But wait — DeSantis had 
old Jim Crow up his sleeve! 
In 2019, he rammed a mean 
technical gotcha into state 

law, preventing former felons 
from voting until they pay 
in full all court fines (many 
arbitrarily and unfairly 
assessed years ago for things 
like marijuana possession). 
The fines can run thousands of  
dollars, so the new law priced 
a big percentage of  these 
newly eligible voters out of  
democratic participation. It’s 
nothing but a crude partisan 
poll tax to keep a select group 
of  poor people from casting 
ballots.

The extreme ugliness 
within DeSantis has yet to 
be fully plumbed. Indeed, it 
keeps surging as his ego and 
presidential ambition combine 
and combust, spewing out 
evermore autocratic, abusive, 
self-aggrandizing schemes 
and scams. For example, 
Florida’s supreme leader 
announced that he intends to 
form his own military force, a 
state army that would report 
only to him (bypassing the 
U.S. chain of  command) “to 
protect the state” in case of  
“emergencies.” What’s an 
emergency? He’ll decide.

To relax, DeSantis 

turns to a favorite hobby: 
Monitoring, scolding and 
proscribing Floridians’ 
free speech rights. Stifling 
a human reality that even 
young kids know, DeSantis 
has outlawed potentially 
comforting discussions in 
elementary schools about 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity that don’t conform 
to Ron’s uptight Republican 
puritanism. His excellency has 
mandated that social studies 
textbooks not include (Get 
this!) any component of  “social 
justice.” Nor can schools teach 
anything that would “denigrate 
the Founding Fathers” or 
examine institutional racism 
in America. Ron adamantly 
opposes what right-wingers 
call a “woke” society — he 
wants one that’s asleep.

Sound asleep. DeSantis 
went wacky this year, inviting 
right-wing activists to review 
and help ban math textbooks. 
Yes, math! These screechers 
object that some real-life topics 
like race and wage disparities 
are being included in math 
problems — never mind 
that that might make math 

relevant to today’s students. 
His cadre of  reviewers also 
rejected elementary school 
math books, alleging that they 
promote “socialist” values 
such as encouraging kiddos to 
“work together” on problems 
and “disagree respectfully.” 
DeSantis’s political censorship 
binge has nixed 42 math books 
for daring to “incorporate 
prohibited topics.”

All of  this comes at taxpayer 
expense, of  course, but most 
intolerable is the steady drip-
drip-drip of  power it drains 
from America’s democratic 
ideals and commitment to 
the common good. I can’t say 
that DeSantis is the worst that 
the GOP will try to put in the 
White House in 2024, but he is 
a signpost of  an increasingly 
assertive American fascism.

To find out more about Jim 
Hightower and read features
by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit
the Creators webpage at www.
creators.com.

DeSantis rise to power is getting a little scary
JIM HIGHTOWER

Creators Syndicate

No abortion for rape 
victims is wrong
Editor:

The end of  abortion rights 
is the beginning of  a personal 
attack on individual freedoms.

The cruelty of  anti-abortion 
bills shows how many 
conservatives care little about 
the well-being of  women 
and girls who have already 
experienced the trauma of  
sexual violence. To provide no 
exceptions for rape in Florida’s 
anti-abortion legislation is 
appalling.

Legal abortions are about 
the safety of  not giving birth 

after rape or not having to 
endure the possible result of
incest. So-called pro-lifers 
reduce abortion decisions 
down to either wanted or 
unwanted pregnancies. This 
myopic perspective neglects to 
address the health imperative 
faced by some women when 
confronted with conditions 
in which terminating a 
pregnancy may be the only 
medical treatment that will 
save their lives.

In life we all must make 
difficult decisions such as 
the choice to terminate a 
pregnancy. Such decisions 
should be made by women 

with input from their doctor, 
not politicians and the 
government.

Laurie Ulrop
Punta Gorda

We need LeClair,  
not a windmill chaser
Editor:

I was so pleased to learn 
about the candidacy of  John 
LeClair for District 4 of  the 
Charlotte County School 
Board. He is first and foremost 
an educator as well as a 
compassionate, articulate 
supporter of  our teachers 

and students. LeClair brings 
a wealth of  experience as he 
is a retired Middle School 
principal with a 32-year career 
in education.

All of  us need to be invested 
in this election. LeClair’s 
opponent, James Barber, 
appears to have no interest in, 
or respect for, our schools, the 
community, or our students. 
He seems more interested 
in tilting at windmills than 
being a thoughtful, effective 
board member. He spins a web 
of  misinformed conspiracy 
theories while demonstrating 
his lack of  interest in 
anything that doesn’t fit his 

radical agenda.
Our students and teachers 

need a board member who 
will listen and work for the 
greater good; not people like 
James Barber who will hold 
the School Board hostage while 
he fights imaginary enemies. 
Our students, teachers, staff, 
and community deserve better 
than Barber.

We deserve an experienced, 
educated, compassionate, and 
rational candidate. We deserve 
John LeClair.

Joseph Pennisi
Englewood
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Charlotte County voters we 
are on the “final approach” to 
the August, 23 primary election 
for the only contested Airport 
Authority seat. First, I say 
“thank you” to all the people 
that are supporting me for 
re-election by word-of-mouth, 
writing letters of  support, and 
campaign donations.

I have been encouraged 
to run for another term and 
to continue providing my 
experienced input into the 
Authority’s decisions as I have 
over the past two terms. Your 
airport is very successful and 
will require decisions over the 
next four years to take care of  
our future air transportation 
demands and facilities. The 
Authority election will be 
open to all registered voters 
regardless of  a political or no 
party affiliation. It is up to you 
the voters to maintain control 

and the direction of  your 
airport through the ballot box.

There have been multiple 
letters to the editor with 
political rhetoric and 
fabricated facts by my 
opponent and his supporters, 
including personal attacks on 
my integrity, and character. 
My campaign, with both 
known and unknown 
supporters, was very 
successful in countering their 

unsubstantiated statements. 
I have not made any personal 
attacks on my opponent and 
maintained a clean campaign. 
My tenure on the Authority 
has been documented in the 
media and the minutes of  the 
Authority meetings.

There are unanswered 
questions about my opponent, 
why is he running for the 
Authority? What does he bring 
to the table?

Who is behind him and 
what is the agenda? Why is 
there an alliance with Airport 
Commissioner Venessa Grant 
Oliver even though he now 
states he doesn’t support 
privatizing the airport?

The same questions have 
been asked of  me in campaign 
presentations and letters to the 
editor and have honestly been 
answered. I have no future 
political ambitions. Although I 

am retired, I have kept up with 
current aviation, airport issues 
and opportunities.

My opponent has little or no 
knowledge of  the complexity 
of  the airport compared to my 
lifetime of  everything aviation.

I started my career in 
aviation with a Bachelor of  
Science in Aeronautics, the 
professional career includes 
two years with the Indianapolis 
Airport Authority. Thirty-
two years as the director of  
Aviation Springfield/Branson 
National Airport, Missouri. 
Almost eight years Charlotte 
County Airport Authority 
and current chairman. An 
accredited airport executive 
by the American Association 
of  Airport Executives (AAAE), 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
Missouri Airport Managers 
Association 2017, past board 
member Airport Council 

International (ACI).Testified 
before United States Congress 
on aviation issues, an aviation 
technical consultant/expert 
witness and pilot. I retired in 
2004 to Punta Gorda.

The Airport Authority with 
our dedicated management, 
staff and employees is taking 
care of  your air transportation 
needs without property 
tax support. Yes, we have 
challenges but we have been 
very successful in finding the 
solutions.

Re-electing Rob Hancik will 
maintain the five existing 
board members of  a very 
successful organization. Vote 
for the Punta Gorda Airport’s 
future with a vote for Rob 
Hancik! Thank you again 
for the unwavering support 
and your vote in the August 
primary election.

Airport’s future relies on your vote

ROB HANCIK
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority Commissioner

Being a professional 
conservationist is not all hip 
waders and binoculars. Just 
as often, it’s the methodical 
review of  draft rules and 
management plans or 
scrutinizing the science of  
regulatory agencies.

It was just this kind of
glamorous work I was involved 
in last month — reviewing the 
St. Johns Water Management 
District Governing Board’s 
Agenda — when an item on the 
consent agenda caught my eye.

It was a request for approval 
of  the District’s new surplus 
lands list. The accompanying 
information included 18,000 
acres of  state-owned parcels 
deemed to be no longer needed 
for conservation. They were
labeled only by the property ID 
numbers, but no maps. They 
would be put up for sale.

Conservation lands protect 
water quality, provide 
habitat, and create recreation 
opportunities for visitors and 
locals alike. If  the item was 
on the consent agenda, it was 

likely already well vetted.
Nonetheless, I’ve always 

found it is better to be safe than
sorry, and as I started checking 
the parcel numbers against 
property appraisers’ records, 
an alarming pattern emerged.

I quickly determined 
the District had produced 
a profoundly flawed list. 
It included parcels in 
Gainesville’s Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park,Central 
Florida’s Hal Scott Preserve,
acreage on rivers, near 

important wetlands, and in 
important wildlife corridors.

Audubon’s team alerted 
other conservation groups
and engaged with District 
leadership immediately, 
who to their credit, agreed
almost immediately to pull 
the item from the meeting
agenda entirely. They have 
since assured us they have
no immediate plans to sell
any conservation lands, and 
promised a better, more
transparent process in the 
future.

This comes as a relief. 
Water management districts 
across Florida own thousands 
and thousands of  acres of
conservation lands that 
provide benefits we as 
Floridians can sometimes 
take for granted. Conservation 
lands support not only 
imperiled species, but those we
hope to keep plentiful.

They capture and clean 
water — reducing runoff 
and thus providing valuable 
flood protection for our 

communities. They give 
us places to recreate and 
support a sustainable and 
desirable segment of  the 
tourism industry. Simply put, 
conservation lands protect us, 
sustain us, cost. Their capacity 
to hold water and mitigate 
the damage from storms is 
especially important in a state 
frequently hit by hurricanes, 
events that will increase in 
both frequency and intensity as 
the climate continues to warm.

In fact, a robust network 
of  conservation lands is 
necessary for both plants and 
wildlife that need to migrate 
upslope, away from sea level 
rise. Many of  the uplands of  
today will be the wetlands of  
tomorrow.

For Florida’s water 
management districts to 
successfully preserve our 
water resources, they must 
protect and preserve natural 
landscapes. In recent years, the 
districts have seen their staff 
shrink and budgets have not 
kept pace with the demands of  

our state.
We need them to be well 

staffed and funded, and have 
a modernized view of  what it 
will take to protect Florida in 
this new century of  sea level 
rise and 23 million residents. 
Without those resources? 
Mistakes happen.

Chris Farrell is a Northeast 
Florida staff biologist and 
policy expert for Audubon 
Florida, the state’s oldest 
statewide conservation 
nonprofit. In this capacity, 
he uses sound science to 
advance common sense policy 
solutions to challenges facing 
the region’s water, wildlife, 
habitat, and resiliency. Check 
out our website here and 
be sure to subscribe to our 
newsletters.

“The Invading Sea” is the 
opinion arm of  the Florida 
Climate Reporting Network, a
collaborative of  news organiza-
tions across the state focusing 
on the threats posed by the 
warming climate.

Audubon stops sale of conservation lands

CHRIS FARRELL
Audubon Florida

Toledo Blade project  
bad idea from the start
Editor:

Baffling and ludicrous that 
North Port may suddenly 
deviate from its comprehensive 
plan, change zoning and plop a 
276-unit “affordable housing”
apartment complex in the 
midst of  a SFR neighborhood. 
Absurd!

Comical, but sad that a 
non-local entity may get 
permission to totally eradicate 
the natural wildlife habitat
within the last large visible
green space along Toledo Blade 
Boulevard. Shocking, especially
for a municipality that requires 
homeowners to get a permit 
before removing a tree. This is 
reality relative to the “major
site and development plan-S 
Toledo Blade Boulevard.”

I trust our officials will not 
fall prey to a typical developer’s
facade, usually accentuated
by dollar signs, or succumb to
possible pressure of  Sarasota 
County. Our administration 
must do its due diligence, and
not rush to a misguided or 
pressured decision. Ask how
an out-of-the-area, lawyered up,
corporate entity, owner will be
held accountable when even-
tual problems arise. It won’t. It
can’t.

The proposal likely appears 
sound and financially lucrative 
but it will completely change 
the character and dynamics of  
the neighborhood. Moreover
developments as such generally
evolve into a total debacle.
Deferred maintenance mounts, 
the buildings fall into disrepair, 
responsible tenants leave,
crime elements emerge and the 

complex becomes a cesspool.
Problems migrate into the

neighborhood, property values
are impacted and infrastruc-
ture and tax dollars become
stressed. The corporate owner 
has likely changed, cannot be 
located and/or is unresponsive 
and leaves us putting out the 
fire. Seems logical to not let the 
fire start, doesn’t it?

Robert L. Ryan
North Port

It’s just not smart  
to vote for Dorbin
Editor:

To quote that great philos-
opher, Forrest Gump, “Stupid 
is as stupid does.” And voting 
for someone, Victor Dorbin,
who is running for North Port 
commissioner who has already
said he wants to break the city 
apart, is simply “stupid.” How 
in the world can you trust him 
to have the city’s best interest
at heart, when he doesn’t like
the city?

I applaud him for being 
honest in his position on the 
matter but he seems to say he
thinks the voters of  the city 
are stupid and will vote for him
even though his stated goal is
to tear the city apart and cause 
financial havoc.

Dorbin was the one of  the 
co-founders of  the move to sep-
arate Wellen Park from North 
Port. His actions have already 
cost thousands of  dollars in 
legal fees. Yet he is arrogant 
enough that he thinks he can
come to the city residents
asking for votes!

Dorbin was quoted as saying 
he signed a petition that would 

ask all of  West Villagers to 
decide. What he didn’t mention
is even though a separation
outcome would hurt North Port 
and perhaps require a tax in-
crease, state law wold not allow 
the rest of  the city residents
to vote on their future. And he
wants to represent the city?

To put it in more simple
terms it’s as if  someone wants
you to marry them and already 
wants a divorce.

Even Forrest Gump can see
through this charade.

Gid Pool
North Port

Conservatives sitting  
on sidelines too much
Editor:

Journalism professor Steve
Pasternak writes, “letters to
the editor are consistently one 
of  the most popular items in a 
daily.” I’m among those who
find the letters section to be the 
most enjoyable part of  my daily
reading.

Others may find it confusing
to read the diametric political
views — stated vehemently, 
righteously, and with certainty. 
I observed in those diatribes 
what seemed a difference in the
frequency of  expressing a left
versus a right-wing viewpoint. 
I checked seven days’ worth of  
letters and, sure enough, found 
roughly a two-to-one disparity, 
with the liberal view dominant.

What accounts for this 
discordant statistic? After all, 
Charlotte County has about 
twice as many registered
Republicans as Democrats. The 
relative frequency of  letters 
equates, then, to four times the

expected level of  left compared
to right.

To reinforce the finding, I
note my experience at a school
board meeting recently. Ten cit-
izens provided comments— two
on personal matters, and eight 
others on left-wing issues like
gay rights, inclusivity, minority
studies and the like. One-
sidedness is what the school
boards apparently have been 
exposed to for several decades. 
No wonder the indoctrination 
we observe these days. Where
were the conservative citizens? 
They were probably home 
venting at their TVs.

Kudos to the Democratic 
activists. They take their beliefs
and confidently transform 
them into action; Republicans
have echo-chamber rallies and 
wave flags at vehicles (it ain’t
enough).

Mike Moses
Port Charlotte

Kalin, Sullivan, Hancik,
Barber get my vote
Editor:

I’ve been a county resident 
and political activist since 2001.

Several past political deci-
sions made have negatively/
financially impacted our
citizenry. Political term limits 
have become mandatory. 
Flow of  new blood, new ideas
into politics is paramount. 
Commissioners Deutsch and
Constance seek their office 
tenures to reach 16 years. 
Sufficient anti-longevity votes 
cast for Tom Sullivan and 
David Kalin will cease such job 
tenure overreach. Backgrounds
of  these challengers qualifies 

them as able successors with 
position specifics found on
their websites. Fortunately, 
when defeated, both Deutsch
and Constance will continue
being CC’s excellent goodwill 
ambassadors.

PG Airport, an award
winning, nationally recognized, 
privately funded organization,
systematically expands its 
quality infrastructure/service
additions reflecting financial
competence. Consumer flight
records show visitation volume
is a financial boon for CC.
Robert Hancik, a proven strong 
Airport Authority leader, will 
intelligently shepherd PGA’s
future growth. Hancik gets my
vote to continue his proven
leadership.

My friend, John Doner, keeps 
a vigilant eye on CC’s public 
school operations. The district 
has a long record of  never 
achieving higher educational
recognition and Doner’s recent
letter clearly pointed out
the latest 1% additional tax
($81 million) CC voters injected
into district coffers have not 
nearly achieved the future 
benefits promised by district 
leaders. Therefore, the school
board requires more qualified, 
non-educational background
members to closely oversee 
all district operations. I will 
cast my vote for Jim Barber, a
businessman who is committed 
to have district policies reflect
the values of  CC taxpayers and 
to have our tax dollars spent 
efficiently.

Bill Bigelow
Punta Gorda

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant
(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-534-0073 
Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026
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The City of  Punta Gorda’s 
staff and elected officials take 
pride in providing attention and 
timely communications with 
residents and visitors.

For example, in June, the 
City Manager’s Office answered 
81 resident inquiries to city 
staff or City Council. A sam-
pling of  the topics addressed 
included sandbags, overgrown 
lawns, speeding, permits, drain-
age, algae, and derelict vessels. 
This list does not include the 
many inquiries City Council 
members answer independently 
without staff assistance.

The city also publishes 
several resources to provide 
information to residents. The 
city website is a comprehensive 
resource with information 
regarding every city depart-
ment. Access this robust tool 
at www.cityofpuntagordfl.
com. The search box at the 

top of  the website allows for 
easy information accessibility. 
The city also publishes a local 
printed guide to Punta Gorda 
services entitled Welcome to 
Punta Gorda Life. Residents 
can find the brochure at local 
businesses, City Hall, the Punta 
Gorda Airport, and by request 
by calling 941-575-3394.

Finally, Punta Gorda 
Developments is a quarterly 
newsletter update of  com-
mercial and multifamily 

developments. If  you would like 
to receive these updates, call 
the City Manager’s Office and 
provide your email to one of  
our staff members.

As a consistent source of  
information about the city, the 
City Manager’s Office each 
Friday creates and publishes a 
Weekly Highlights Report. This 
report conveys significant inter-
est items or projects underway 
by the city departments and 
items of  interest throughout 
the preceding week. To receive 
the information, sign up for 
Enotificiations athttps://bit.
ly/3gZnDHB. In addition, the 
Action Register lists ongoing 
tasks or projects, with target 
dates for completion and com-
ments that provide a progress 
report. It is published on the 
city website every Thursday. 
Additionally, Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram frequently share 

information and pictures that 
capture the beauty of  Punta 
Gorda.

If  you prefer to communicate 
via text, the City of  Punta 
Gorda also has this capability. 
The service is called Text 
My Gov, and it uses a mobile 
phone’s regular text messaging 
service to quickly find links, 
documents, or text that answer 
their questions. No app down-
load is needed. It allows our 
residents and visitors to report 
code violations or report issues 
with city infrastructure 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.

A picture can also be submit-
ted when reporting a problem 
or violation, and the service 
sends the information immedi-
ately to city staff to resolve the 
issue. To use the service, text 
“hi” to 941-347-0747. In addition, 
answers to common questions 
are available 24/7 through 

website searches and prepro-
grammed responses.

Don’t have an immediate 
answer? The question will go to 
a designated mailbox to ensure 
you get a timely response. Text 
My Gov system has logged 3,670 
messages since launching this 
service in early 2021.

Emergency notifications 
are increasingly crucial as we 
reach the height of  hurricane 
season. If  you haven’t signed up 
already for emergency notifica-
tions, I encourage you to take 
advantage of  this free service, 
Alert Punta Gorda. The service 
provides emergency and weath-
er information to those who 
have registered. To sign up, 
visit https://bit.ly/2U9HYOm.

Readers may reach City 
Manager Greg Murray at 
citymgr@cityofpuntagordafl.
com or by calling 941-575-3302.

Several ways you can communicate with us

GREG MURRAY
Punta Gorda City Manager

The single most important 
factor in the quality of  a 
child’s education is the 
teacher at the front of
theclassroom. Teachers 
who engage their students 
in exciting and interesting 
lessons, and challenge themto 
learn and experience success 
are the foundation of  a 
successful school system.

The Charlotte County
Public School District employs 
almost 1,000 classroom 
teachers, but more than 2,000 
people work for CCPS.

Who mows the acres of
school grounds and sports 
fields at over 20 school sites? 
Our grounds keeping teams 
armed with their mowers and 
blowers, braving the heat and 

dodging the summer storms.
What additional assistance

does the district provide to 
students? A caring league of  
over 300 paraprofessionals 
who provide attention, 
supervision, and support to 
students from the time they
step off the bus in the morning 

until they are in the car in
parent pickup.

Where does our fleet of
over 150 drivers, mechanics,
attendants, and safety 
personnel enable our 
students to go every day? Our
employees drive over 10,000 
miles of  bus routes every 
school day.

When a toilet overflows in 
a school, who fixes it? One of
our plumbers or a member of  
our custodial team.

How are we able to serve 
over 25,000 meals a day to
our students? We employ a 
dedicated team of  part-time 
food and nutrition employees 
who ensure that our students
are fed breakfast and lunch
every school day (and even 

when school is out of  session).
Why are substitutes such

an important part of  the 
district? Illness happens. 
Family emergencies happen.
Sometimes our teachers
need to attend training
during the school day. Our
employees need to know that 
their students will continue
learning and all of  their needs 
will be met, even when they
cannot be at work.

Charlotte County is an
Equal Opportunity employer 
currently in search of  over 
200 positions. We are one
of  the largest employers in 
the region. Please visit us at
yourcharlotteschools.net if  
you have any interest in the
wide range of  opportunities 

we have available.
The students of  Charlotte

County depend on their 
teachers, but they also
depend on hundreds of
other employees who work
across the organization to
support student success in 
the classroom. Our employees 
don’t just teach. They drive.
They repair. They cook. They 
clean. But, they all have
one thing in common: They 
care about the children of  
Charlotte County.

Patrick J. Keegan is assistant
superintendent for Human 
Resources and Labor Relations 
and Title IX coordinator
for Charlotte County Public
Schools.

Most important resource to public schools: people

PATRICK J. KEEGAN
Assistant Superintendent,
Charlotte County Schools

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant
(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-534-0073 
Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026

2022_07_30_otb_enc_07.pdf  1 30-Jul-22  01:06:42

sophia
Highlight



Out-of-Market 
Press Coverage



In this episode of the AviationPros podcast, Editorial Director Joe Petrie 
spoke with James Parish CEO, Charlotte County Airport Authority and 
Punta Gorda Airport who was recently named the 2021 Air Carrier Airport 
Manager of the Year. Tune in to hear about the efforts Parish has 
undertaken in recent years and to learn about some tactics airports can use 
to enhance their business and bottom line like Punta Gorda. 

 

 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/podcast/21273467/aviationpros-podcast-episode-92-2021-air-carrier-airport-manager-of-the-year 

 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/podcast/21273467/aviationpros-podcast-episode-92-2021-air-carrier-airport-manager-of-the-year
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Florida is falling into an autocracy. And Democrats have to shoulder much of the blame. 

As Florida becomes a solid red state, as opposed to “purple” prior to the Ron DeSantis victory, 
Republican office holders find themselves on more solid ground than ever. And they have a huge treasure 
chest of funding to fall back on — especially in congressional races and key state races. 

All indications are Democrats are too often throwing up their hands instead of spending money and time 
challenging strong Republican candidates. 

The lack of opposition cheats voters of opportunities to hear the issues debated in public. And it cheats 
every citizen of making sure their best interests are served by someone who has to earn a seat at the table, 
not have it given to them. 

According to the Tampa Bay Times, Democrats failed to offer a candidate in 15 of the 40 races for a seat 
in the state Senate. And, no Democrat filed to contest 41 of the 120 openings for the state House of 
Representatives. 

Look no further than Sarasota and Charlotte counties for examples. 

There are no Democrat opponents this November for James Buchanan, Republican state representative in 
District 74; Michael Grant, Republican state rep for District 75; or Spencer Roach, Republican state rep 
for District 76. 

The lack of candidates in local races is disappointing too — even those that are nonpartisan. Not one 
Charlotte County race for School Board, County Commission or the Punta Gorda Airport Authority will 
be decided in November. The winner of seats that need to be filled will emerge from the August 
primaries. 

We asked Teresa Jenkins, chair of the Charlotte County Democratic Party, if the problem is money or a 
general feeling of futility in an area where Republicans are a solid majority. 

“We are disappointed too,” she said of the lack of candidates. 

Emily
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“We have candidates when we’re going against the real radical right opponents, like Greg Steube,” 
Jenkins said of Andrea Kale, a North Port Democrat who is taking on Steube. “But, especially in 
Charlotte County, there are not a lot of issues or people unhappy with how things are going. 

“And,” she added, “you have to look at our demographics. We have a lot of retirees who came here to 
enjoy (the good life) and they like their recreation.” She said it is more difficult to find older people who 
want the hassle and the work it takes to campaign. 

Jenkins said, however, there are closet Democrats who run for office as Republicans. 

“That’s the sad part,” she said. “They believe they have to have an R by their name to get elected.” 

The Democrat chair said running for office during the contentious feuding between parties can be scary. 

“There are death threats,” she said. “I have even had them. But candidates, Democrats and those 
perceived to be RINOs, have even had threats made against their families.” 

We don’t doubt that much, perhaps all, of Jenkins’ charges and excuses are on target. Running for office 
— both for Republicans and Democrats — takes courage and a thick skin. Stories about national 
candidates for office being threatened are becoming more and more common as the chasm between left 
and right grows wider and deeper. 

Republicans, in Florida at least, have tapped into a groundswell of uneasiness with the Democrat agenda. 
They’ve found a champion in Gov. Ron DeSantis who shows no fear in speaking his mind. Couple all 
that with the generosity of supporters and it’s a difficult challenge for Democrats to overcome. 

Still, we’re disappointed to see so many uncontested seats, especially in the state House and Senate where 
more and more laws and rules are being passed that restrict the power of local governments and impact 
our lives. 

— Charlotte County Sun 

https://www.keysnews.com/opinion/editorials/free-pass-to-legislature-cheats-voters/article_0c0933b0-f7c1-11ec-8dd9-2fb79ef11b55.html 

 

https://www.keysnews.com/opinion/editorials/free-pass-to-legislature-cheats-voters/article_0c0933b0-f7c1-11ec-8dd9-2fb79ef11b55.html



