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The state budget approved June 2 includes $3 million for a new combined hangar and classroom facility 
for Charlotte Technical College’s FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance Technician School. 

The larger and enhanced facility, at Punta Gorda Airport, is necessary to meet the aviation industry’s 
demand for aircraft mechanics, according to a statement. In addition, airport officials in the statement say 
that state funding is “essential to keep CTC’s costs low enough for tuition to remain affordable for 
students.” 

“Training new Airframe & Powerplant certified mechanics is essential to the future of air travel and the 
aviation industry,” CCAA Chair Robert Hancik says in the release. “This funding will further solidify 
CTC’s success and allow for the continued expansion of its training program at PGD.” 

CTC’s Aviation Maintenance Technician school was launched in August 2021, utilizing its home-base 
campus in Murdock as well as renovated facilities at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrowing the current 
building and hangar at PGD, as it only allows for 50 students at a time.  

The new hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time 
and will be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the PGD AviEx. This 
location will “streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft 
maintenance businesses,” the release states. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a 
long-term lease with Charlotte County Public Schools to occupy and maintain it. 
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State Rep. Michael Grant, R-Port Charlotte, and State Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, sponsored the 
appropriations request. 

“Our local educators, community and businesses leaders got behind the project and helped us raise 
awareness on a state level,” CCAA Commissioner Vanessa Oliver says in the release. “We want to thank 
them for their supportive letters, and our government officials in Tallahassee, for demonstrating their 
commitment to aviation initiatives in Charlotte County.” 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-lands-dollar3m-in-funding-for-expanded-training-school 
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority announced $3 million was approved in the state budget for a 
new combined hangar and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical College’s Federal Aviation 
Administration-certified Aviation Maintenance Technician School. A larger training facility at Punta 
Gorda Airport is necessary to meet the aviation industry’s demand for aircraft mechanics. The new 
hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time. It will 
be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the PGD AviEx. This location 
will streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft maintenance 
businesses. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a long-term lease with Charlotte 
County Public Schools to occupy and maintain the facility. 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/charlotte-technical-college-approved-for-3-million-in-state-funding-for-new-aviation-
technician-facility/ 
 
 
 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/charlotte-technical-college-approved-for-3-million-in-state-funding-for-new-aviation-technician-facility/
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They’re living the American 
dream.

And they don’t want it to end.
Jordy Beumer and Sharon

Hooijkaas left their native
Amsterdam for Punta Gorda
and have owned Zoet Sweet
Boutique for six years now. 
Their food and sweets have
become a must-have for 
customers — especially those
of  Dutch descent who have not 
been able to get their favorite 
Netherlands foods in America.

Their cakes, sweets, ice
cream and dinner dishes have
become so popular they are
looking to expand, for a second
time. They have already set up 
a restaurant in a once-vacant 
unit next to their sweet shop,
but that’s just a start. Their 
catering and wholesale busi-
ness is picking up and forcing 
them to consider building an
industrial kitchen.

But, before they make that 
kind of  investment, they have a 
hurdle to clear.

The E-2 visas, that allowed 

them to come to the U.S. as
investors, were temporary and 
can now only be renewed for
two to five years. They run 
out next year. And, an E-2 visa 
cannot be turned into a green
card, which is the normal route
most immigrants take if  they 
want to live here.

“We want to go for an E-1
visa that would eventually
allow us to get a green card,” 
Sharon said.

“Right now, we can’t get a 
loan to expand or hire people
(because of  the visa problem),” 
Jordy said, adding that even
another E-2 extension would

not give them the security they 
need to expand and invest in 
their business.

Talk about a dilemma.
Their success depends a lot 

on support from us. E-1 visas 
are awarded people who have
special talents or are especially 
important in their community.

“There are so many hoops
you have to jump through,”
Sharon lamented.

“We are trying to do 
things the right way,” Jordy
explained. “We are getting 
recommendation letters from
companies we work with 
and from businesses we sell 
wholesale to. We need to show
those businesses rely on us.

“We’re even talking to 
Charlotte Technical College 
about doing an internship 
program,” he said.

I haven’t tried any of  their 
products, but the stuff they
make has to be good.

They’ve won several 
awards for their desserts and 
homemade ice cream — like 

the Guinness ice cream they
deliver to the Celtic Ray — and
they were recently named best 
place for lunch and best caterer 
in the Harbor’s Hottest poll.

Jordy was a chef  in the 
Netherlands and taught Sharon 
all about baking. She picked it
up fast and now makes all the 
custom cakes and sweets.

The couple relies on a
seven-to-eight person staff, 
some full-time, some part-time,
to help them prepare foods and 
cater to weddings, parties and 
even church events.

“Right now we need a good 
baker, but they are very hard to 
find,” Jordy said.

Almost as difficult as an E-1 
visa.

You may want to drop by
their sweet shop or restaurant
at 27670 Bermont Road in
Punta Gorda, Units 2 and 3. If
you do, tell me how you liked
it and maybe you can write a
letter telling those visa folks
you want to keep Jordy and 
Sharon here.

Let’s keep these sweet treats in America

SUN PHOTO BY SUE WADE

Zoet proprietors Sharon 
Hooijkaas and Jordy Beumer 
are working toward the 
green card that will allow 
their business to continue 
flourishing in Punta Gorda.

COMMENTARY

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — For manufacturing company 
owner Jerry Goin, communication is almost non-ex-
istent with Punta Gorda Airport officials.

Goin’s cabinet design company, Gulf  Contours, 
has operated on the airport’s property for decades 
despite having lease issues over the last several 
years.

In an April workshop, Airport Chief  Executive 
Officer James Parish revealed the possibility of  
a long-term lease for Goin’s company in a new 
industrial facility planned for the airport’s industri-
al park.

“I had a conversation right here with Airport 
Authority Commissioner Rob Hancik and Parish 
after the workshop and at that time we were of  the 
opinion we would be contacted so that we could ex-
press our desire and perhaps even talk about type of  
a building would be sufficient for our needs,” Goin 
told commissioners at a recent Airport Authority 
meeting.

“You’re talking now about getting a proposal from 
some designer (for the building),” he added. “I have 
no clue whether or not that particular building will 
meet our needs.”

The Airport Authority recently approved a 
contract for engineering company Michael Baker 
International to design the new facility.

“I asked Michael Baker since they are already in 
the process of  designing our other facility that they 
put together a proposal for this,” Parish told com-
missioners, adding the facility would be 75 feet deep 
and 150 feet long.

Issues 
continue for 

manufacturing 
company at  
PG Airport

Officials approve  

design contract for  

new industrial facility

SEE AIRPORT, 3B
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“It would allow 
separation with walls 
50 feet, so we could 
have three potential 
tenants or one taking the 
whole space,” he said. 
“Construction costs are 
estimated, depending on 
how much conditioned 
space is wanted, some-
where between $1.4. and 
$2.1 million.”

Parish also said they 
would want to pre-lease 
the building before it is 
constructed.

Goin said he’s not 
going to sign a lease for 
a building he knows 
nothing about.

“You want somebody 
to stand up here and say, 
‘Hey, we’re going to be 
the tenant,’” he said. “I’d 
love to be your tenant, 
but I’m not going to be 
the tenant for something 
I don’t know what is 
going to exist, where 
it’s going to exist. That 
would be crazy. I would 
very much like to talk. 
We have specific require-
ments and I’ve relayed 
that to the board before 
and we’ve heard nothing. 
I don’t think that’s right.”

Goin’s custom cabinet 

business has operated at 
7500 Golf  Course Blvd. in 
the airport’s industrial 
park for more than 20 
years.

Over the last several 
years, airport officials 
have gone back and forth 
regarding his lease and 
whether or not to end or 
extend it, citing the area 
is intended for filling fuel 
tankers.

In September, the 
Airport Authority agreed 
to extend Goin’s lease 
another year to allow 
him time to find a new 
location. That decision 
was made only weeks 
after a majority voted 
against the extension.

Goin has been 
searching for new 
potential locations in 
DeSoto, Sarasota and 
Lee counties. He said 
Charlotte County didn’t 
have options for the level 
of  power he needs to 
operate other than that 
on the airport property.

Airport Attorney 
Darol Carr said Goin 
hasn’t shown any sign 
of  vacating the current 
building.

“I wrote to them and 
asked them a couple of  
things, one of  which was 
an update on their cur-
rent process,” Carr said. 

“I have not heard back 
from Mr. Goin. I have no 
other additional infor-
mation with their plan to 
vacate the building at the 
end of  August.”

Carr added that he has 
reiterated to them that 
they have 90 days from 
the end of  this month to 
begin the exit process.

After that time, “the 
board will have to decide 
how to proceed,” Carr 
said.

“Again we’ve been 
labeled the bad guy,” 
Goin said.

Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver encouraged 
airport staff to meet with 
Goin, but nothing was 
resolved at the meeting.

“I think we should 
reach out to Mr. Goin if  
that is something that 
would be good for Gulf  
Contours and maybe 
increase that communi-
cation a little bit,” she 
said. “Maybe drop by (his 
shop) and walk through. 
I think that would be 
helpful.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
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Construction has started on a new, nearly 60,000-square-foot facility for ABC Supply in Charlotte 
County.  The building, which will include a 53,200-square-foot warehouse and 6,700 square feet of office 
space, will sit on 6 acres at the Charlotte County Park of Commerce, next to the Punta Gorda Airport. 

Seagate Development Group, which is building the 59,900-square-foot facility, says crews have started 
working and will focus for the next month on the slab and site work. That’ll be followed by getting the 
metal building up over the next six months and, finally, the interior will be built out. The building is 
scheduled to be finished early next year. When done, 2.5 acres will remain for future growth. 

ABC Supply is based in Beloit, Wisconsin. The wholesale distributor of building supplies was founded in 
1982 and has 15,000 employees working at 800 locations, including more than 40 in Florida. Sales in 
2020 topped $12.1 billion. 

The company specializes in roofing supplies as well as exterior and interior building products. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/construction-starts-on-60-000-square-foot-facility-for-national-building-supply-distributor 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/construction-starts-on-60-000-square-foot-facility-for-national-building-supply-distributor
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Seagate Development Group broke ground on a new facility for American Builders & Contractors 
Supply Co. Inc., a wholesale distributor of roofing and siding, at the Charlotte County Park of 
Commerce, adjacent to Punta Gorda Airport. The pre-engineered metal building, including metal panels 
and a stucco façade, will accommodate a more than 53,200-square-foot warehouse and a more than 
6,700-square-foot office area, along with a fenced outdoor yard. The office space will feature a 
conference room, break room and showroom. It will sit on 6 acres, with 2.5 acres for future expansion. 
The design-build is slated for completion in the first quarter of 2023. 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/construction-begins-on-abc-supply-facility-in-punta-gorda/ 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/construction-begins-on-abc-supply-facility-in-punta-gorda/
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 7, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL COLLEGE APPROVED FOR $3 MILLION IN STATE 
FUNDING FOR NEW AVIATION TECHNICIAN FACILITY 

NEWS 

CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL COLLEGE APPROVED FOR $3 MILLION IN STATE FUNDING 
FOR NEW AVIATION TECHNICIAN FACILITY  

The Charlotte County Airport Authority announced $3 million was approved in the state budget for a 
new combined hangar and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical College’s Federal Aviation 
Administration-certified Aviation Maintenance Technician School. A larger training facility at Punta 
Gorda Airport is necessary to meet the aviation industry’s demand for aircraft mechanics. The new 
hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time. It will 
be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the PGD AviEx. This location will 
streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft maintenance 
businesses. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a long-term lease with Charlotte 
County Public Schools to occupy and maintain 
the facility. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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We know it may be hard to believe. An
area that once was part of an old mine
site near Mosaic’s former Hooker’s
Prairie phosphate mine is now 
a thriving bird sanctuary. But that’s 
exactly what happened. In the spring
of 2021, Audubon Florida, a decades-
long community partner of Mosaic’s, 
confirmed an estimated 30-40 pairs 
of breeding Roseate Spoonbills had 
chosen to nest near the reclaimed 
habitat which features abundant food 

sources and protection from would-be
predators. That makes the site near 
Hooker’s Prairie one of the largest 
Roseate Spoonbill breeding colonies 
in our region, second only to the Alafia
Bank Bird Sanctuary. Going forward, 
Mosaic will partner with Audubon 
Florida to census the breeding birds 
at Hooker’s Prairie and document 
the nesting effort by the spoonbills 
and the many other wading birds that 
nest there.

To learn more, visit www.mosaicfloridaphosphate.com

We Provide a Safe Haven 
for Breeding Birds

75

75

31

74

78

78

80

82

41

Gorda

North
Fort

Myers

North
Fort

Myers

Lehigh
Acres

Lehigh
Acres

EsteroEsteroSanibelSanibel

CaptivaCaptiva

Fort
Myers
Beach

Fort
Myers
Beach

FortFort

Cape
Coral
Cape
Coral

Pine
Island
Pine

Island

Placida

Gorda

Placida

Babcock
Ranch

Babcock
Ranch

Charlotte
Harbor

Pine
Island
Sound

Gulf  of
Mexico

1

2

3

1

4

6

5

Travel distance from
Babcock Ranch

7

1. Publix, Fort Myers Shores 5.8 miles

2. North Fort Myers 7 miles

3. Downtown Fort Myers 13 miles

4. Edison Mall 18.5 miles

5. Punta Gorda Airport 24.4 miles

6. RSW 24.5 miles

7. Downtown Punta Gorda 28 miles

DRIVING DISTANCES FROM BABCOCK RANCH

www.FlyPGD.com 
28000 A-1 Airport Road • Punta Gorda, FL 33982

Explore 50+ nonstop, 
low-cost destinations 

Choose PGD
as your 

SWFL airport
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON ABC SUPPLY FACILITY IN PUNTA GORDA

NEWS 

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON ABC SUPPLY FACILITY IN PUNTA 
GORDA  

Seagate Development Group broke ground on a new facility for American Builders & 
Contractors Supply Co. Inc., a wholesale distributor of roofing and siding, at the Charlotte 
County Park of Commerce, adjacent to Punta Gorda Airport. The pre-engineered metal building, 
including metal panels and a stucco façade, will accommodate a more than 53,200-square-foot 
warehouse and a more than 6,700-square-foot office area, along with a fenced outdoor yard. The 
office space will feature a conference room, break room and showroom. It will sit on 6 acres, 
with 2.5 acres for future expansion. The design-build is slated for completion in the first quarter 
of 2023.

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Charlotte 
County students interested in 
airplane maintenance will have 
room to work at Punta Gorda 
Airport.

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority announced 
that $3 million has been 
approved in the state budget 
for a combined hangar and 
classroom facility for Charlotte 
Technical College’s Federal 
Aviation Administration-
certified aviation maintenance 
technician school.

“This is incredible,” 
Authority Commissioner 
Vanessa Oliver said. “It’s a 
boon for the entire region. 
Students will come from other 
counties, as well. It’s also great 

for attracting other airlines to 
the area.”

The new hangar facility is 
planned to have four class-
rooms to accommodate up to 
100 students at a time.

“PGD is becoming Southwest 
Florida’s leading airport for 
aviation-related training pro-
grams, through CTC’s Aviation 
Maintenance Training program 
and various commercial flight 

training programs,” airport 
CEO James Parish said. “We’re 
sowing the seeds for the future 
by encouraging onsite airlines 
to pair with certified aircraft 
mechanics and commercial 
pilots trained right here at 
Punta Gorda Airport.”

The facility will be located 
within the airport’s new 
aviation expansion area, called 
the PGD AviEx.

The Airport Authority is 
planning to construct the 
facility and enter into a long-
term lease with Charlotte 
County Public Schools to 
occupy and maintain the 
facility.

CTC Director Deelynn 
Bennett told The Daily Sun 
they look forward to the new 
facility.

“We are excited about our 
new future facility and the 
continued opportunity that this 
program will bring to assist 
in the workforce shortage of  
mechanics,” Bennett said. “Our 
partnership with PGD has been 
nothing but supportive and 
very collaborative.”

“Having our program located 
directly at the airport helps to 
promote and support additional 
aviation partnerships,” she con-
tinued, “and build relationships 
that will assist in our students 
being employed.”

PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller said the new facility 
has to be larger because of  the 
growing student enrollment.

“CTC just brought in an 

additional unit for classrooms 
and an additional unit for 
restrooms, just to be ready for 
the fall,” Miller said.

State funding is necessary to 
keep CTC’s costs low enough 
for tuition to remain affordable 
for students, according to 
PGD documents

The project aims to diversify 
economic development oppor-
tunities in the region, as well as 
create new job candidates and 
support a burgeoning aviation 
industry in Florida.

“It’s progressing at a great 
rate and will allow for a 
program to continue to expand 
where local students can excel,” 
Oliver said. “The whole reason 
I’m on the airport board is 
because I want to benefit the 
entire community, and I want 
our county students to have 
high-paying jobs while staying 
in the county.”

Students interested in the 
program can contact Debbie 
Ederer at 941-255-7500, ext. 1728.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Funding will boost 
CTC aviation 
maintenance 

technician school

WHO DOESN’T LOVE ICE CREAM?
The folks who helped make 

the Deep Creek food truck 
revolution possible had opened 
Watson’s Ice Cream, serving 
35 flavors of  Yoder’s ice cream, 
only a month before the first 
truck pulled into their lot.

The Blankenships had 
always dreamed of  having 
their own shop near home 
in Deep Creek. They’d run a 
coffee shop in Rhode Island, 
a Newport restaurant, and 
industrial catering trucks (not 
roach coaches, mind you) at 
the Groton shipyards.

Now they’re combining the 
best of  both worlds.

“Street food is big in New 
York, but it just dies when it 
hits Connecticut and Rhode 
Island,” Jay said. “But now 
it’s getting big here. Some of
these operations are cleaner 
than restaurants, and if  they 
specialize in one thing and do 
it well, they make a killing.”

They expect to host a truck 
at Watson’s, not just once a 
month, but all the time.

“We’d like as many regular 
trucks as possible because the 
neighborhood is showing up,” 
said Jay. “Provided they do 
well, I’d love to see a festival 
of  four food trucks out there.

Ideally, we want a truck every 
weekend and some during 
the week.”

Watson’s Ice Cream ($), 941-
255-3248, 1540 Rio De Janeiro 
Avenue, Deep Creek, is open 2 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday to Sunday.

TACO FLEET GROWS
Paul Bolt and wife Daisy 

Cortes, also from Deep Creek,
bring their kids to Watson’s all
the time for ice cream. So Paul
knew just where to hold the
grand opening of  the fourth 
Cortes family food truck to join
two Cesar’s Tacos and son Dany
Cortes’ Danny’s Food Truck.

El Guero Tacos debuted 
outside Watson’s Ice Cream 
and sold out fast, just like 
everybody else.

Bolt had apprenticed with 
the master six years ago, when 
he started working with Cesar 
and Maria Cortes on weekends. 
After coming on full time, he 
took over Cesar’s original, 
smaller trailer for events.

Eager to get another truck 
on the road to cover the recent 
explosion of  events and to 
introduce some new items — 
like carne asada fries with 
authentic white queso (cheese), 
fried ice cream and eventually 
tortas (fluffy Mexican 
sandwiches) and chimichangas 
(deep-fried burritos) — he 
launched El Guero.

The logo displaying his face 
and thunderbolt medallion 

should tell you: Paul Bolt is 
El Guero.

The name is a kindlier 
version of  “gringo,” a good-
natured nickname for blue-
eyed blonds who are obviously 
not Mexican.

“Our Spanish-speaking 
customers started calling 
me that when they heard 
me speaking Spanish,” Bolt 
explained.

El Guero Tacos ($-$$, 941-
249-7970), can be located via 
Facebook @El-Guero-Tacos. 
Cesar’s Tacos ($-$$, 941-623-3027) 
and Danny’s Food Truck ($-$$, 
941-276-1756) are often parked at 
Rita’s Italian Ice & Frozen Custard, 
4255 Tamiami Trail (Publix 
plaza), Charlotte Harbor, but 
they can also be found via 

Facebook @cesarstacoss and @
Dannys-Food-Truck.

Send restaurant and bar 
news and recommendations
to columnist Sue Wade at
suewade47@aol.com.

Average price ranges are $ =
inexpensive (under $10), $$ = 
moderate ($11-$30), and $$$ =
pricey (over $30), including tip
and beverage. Outside dining
available = O.

PERFECT
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTOS BY SUE WADE

Paul Bolt held the grand opening of his and wife Daisy Cortes’ 
El Guero Tacos at Watson’s Ice Cream in Deep Creek.

El Guero Tacos, the fourth 
truck to join the Cesar’s 
Tacos fleet, serves the same 
traditional Mexican street 
tacos plus extras.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Florida representatives have approved $3 million for a 
combined hangar and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical 
College’s Federal Aviation Administration-certified aviation 
maintenance technician school.

State approves $3M for Charlotte tech college facility

Board member Bridget 
Ziegler ended up against 
the for-profit plan as well.

“There are some areas
I am still concerned with 
and I am very uncomfort-
able with the financial 
impact we might be
responsible for,” she said.
“I am for school choice but 
I want options that make
sense, so I will not be sup-
porting this application.”

About 20 speakers
expressed opposition
against the new charter 
school during the hearing
of citizens at the meeting.

At an April meeting, 
Asplen told the charter 
board members the
district is in the process
of building a K-8 school
about a mile away from
the proposed site in
Wellen Park.

Other schools within
a few miles include 
Englewood Elementary, 
Taylor Ranch Elementary 

and Venice Middle
School. Also nearby are
Englewood SKY Academy, 
a nonprofit charter 
middle school along with
State College of  Florida 
Collegiate School on the 
campus of  SCF-Venice.

ASPLEN RECEIVES RAISE
At the May 10 workshop,

the School Board dis-
cussed Asplen’s contract
and compensation. The 
superintendent received
an evaluation of  highly

effective for the 2020-21
fiscal year and it was
agreed that Asplen should 
have received a salary
adjustment.

Consensus was reached
that the superintendent
should receive an increase
of $12,000 to his base 
salary retroactive to 

July 1, 2021.
“I think he has done 

a great job, worked very
hard and earned our 
respect,” Goodwin said.

SCHOOL
FROM PAGE 1B
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$3M in state funding OK’d for aviation tech facility
The Charlotte County Airport 

Authority has announced that, on June 
2, Gov. Ron DeSantis approved $3 mil-
lion in the Florida state budget for a 
new combined hangar and classroom 
facility for Charlotte Technical College’s 
FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School.  

A larger training facility at Punta 
Gorda Airport (PGD) is necessary to 
meet the aviation industry’s demand for 
aircraft mechanics, and state funding 
is essential to keep CTC’s costs low 
enough for tuition to remain affordable 
for students.

“Training new Airframe & Power-
plant certified mechanics is essential 
to the future of air travel and the avia-
tion industry,” said CCAA Chair Robert 
D. Hancik. “This funding will further

solidify CTC’s success and allow for 
the continued expansion of its training 
program at PGD.”

The new hangar facility is planned to 
have four classrooms to accommodate 
up to 100 students at a time and will be 
located within the airport’s new avia-
tion expansion area known as the “PGD 
AviEx.” This location will streamline 
on-the-job training as the area becomes 
a hub for avionics and aircraft mainte-
nance businesses. CCAA is planning to 
construct the facility and enter into a 
long-term lease with Charlotte County 
Public Schools to occupy and maintain 
the facility.

State Rep. Michael J. Grant (R-Port 
Charlotte) and Sen. Joe Gruters (R-Sara-
sota) sponsored the appropriations 
request, which is intended to diversify 

economic development opportunities in 
the region, create new and high-quality 
job candidates, and support a burgeon-
ing aviation industry in Florida.

“Our local educators, community and 
businesses leaders got behind the proj-
ect and helped us raise awareness on a 
state level,” said CCAA Commissioner 
Vanessa G. Oliver, who serves as the 
legislative liaison for the board. “We 
want to thank them for their supportive 
letters, and our government officials 
in Tallahassee, for demonstrating their 
commitment to aviation initiatives in 
Charlotte County.”

CTC’s Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician school was launched in August 
2021 utilizing its homebase campus in 
Murdock as well as renovated facilities 
at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrowing the 

current building and hangar at PGD, as 
it only allows for 50 students at a time. 

The Governor’s Office and Rep. Grant 
received more than two dozen letters 
of support from Allegiant Air, Char-
lotte County Economic Development, 
Economic Development Partnership, 
CareerSource Southwest Florida, Char-
lotte County Chamber of Commerce, 
Arcadia Aerospace, Florida SouthWest-
ern State College, Commercial Broker 
Danny Nix, Turbine Weld Industries, 
Piper Aircraft, In the Loop Consulting,  
Hendry County Public Schools, Intrepid 
Aerospace, FGCU’s Office of Innovative 
Education & Partnerships, Farlow’s on 
the Water, Blackbird Aviation and the 
Charlotte County Composite Squadron 
of the Civil Air Patrol. ■
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PUNTA GORDA — Seagate Development Group recently broke ground on a new 60,000-square-foot 
warehouse adjacent to Punta Gorda Airport. It will be occupied by American Builders and Contractors 
Supply Co. Inc., known as ABC Supply. The building includes 53,200-square-foot of warehouse and 
6,700 square feet of office space, located on 6 acres at the Charlotte County Park of Commerce. 

ABC Supply is touted as the nation’s largest wholesale distributor of roofing, siding and other materials. 
Headquartered in Beloit, Wisconsin, it was founded in 1982 and has 15,000 employees working at 800 
locations. The company occupies a warehouse facility on U.S. 17 in Punta Gorda but will vacate that site 
once the new warehouse is built, according to Seagate Development Group Vice President Mark Coon. 

Seagate is based in Fort Myers. 

There are also ABC Supply warehouses in Sarasota and Cape Coral. 

Herston Engineering Services, a local firm, is providing engineering, and PDS Architecture of Fort Myers 
is the architect. 

Seagate Development Group crews are working on the slab and site work to be followed by getting the 
metal building up over the next six months. 

The building is expected to be finished by early next year; 2.5 acres will remain for future growth. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/new-warehouse-being-built-adjacent-to-punta-gorda-airport/article_17830b8e-e74b-11ec-848f-
e704464748e6.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/new-warehouse-being-built-adjacent-to-punta-gorda-airport/article_17830b8e-e74b-11ec-848f-e704464748e6.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/new-warehouse-being-built-adjacent-to-punta-gorda-airport/article_17830b8e-e74b-11ec-848f-e704464748e6.html
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London Bay Renovation specializes in
renovating luxury homes in Southwest
Florida’s most exclusive neighborhoods.

With real estate interest in custom
home building continuing to grow, reno-
vation has seen substantial growth for
clients who prefer to modify their current
home to complement the current styles.
From complete interior and exterior
makeovers to room additions, kitchen
and bath remodels, and design accents.
London Bay Renovation blends home-
owners’ unique perspective with modern
features, upscale fi�nishes, and the latest
design trends in the industry to create
homes that refl�ect personal lifestyles.

“When you bought or built your home
fi�ve or 10 years ago, it may have been per-
fect for your needs at the time. But, over
the years, styles have changed,” said
Steve Miller, vice president of London
Bay Homes. “Maybe your family has
grown, and you have grandchildren in
your life now or have developed a new
hobby that requires a dedicated and spe-
cialized space. Many of our clients fi�nd
themselves living in a Mediterranean-
style home and want to transition to a
more coastal contemporary modern look.
Whatever the reason is, our team works
to shape your home to refl�ect your life-
style.”

London Bay Renovation’s custom
work is expertly showcased in two sin-
gle-family residences at Miromar Lakes
Beach & Golf Club and Mediterra, Naples’
premier golf and beach club community.

The Hellers had their eyes set on a
family home in Miromar Lakes Beach &
Golf Club that, while it had stunning
views and great “bones,” its 20-year-old
façade left some elements to be desired.
Upon consulting with London Bay Reno-
vation on the four-bedroom, fi�ve-bath
residence, the collective group concluded
the home needed a complete interior re-
design, coupled with some exterior mod-
ifi�cations.

“It is the second London Bay home we
have had, with the fi�rst being new con-
struction,” said Karen Heller. “As satisfi�ed
London Bay homeowners, when we de-
cided to do a whole house renovation, we
didn’t hesitate to work with them again.
We knew we would receive excellent

by bringing to life a vision that made their
Southwest Florida retreat their own.

London Bay Renovation completely
transformed the views – indoors and out
– in a dramatic update of their new home
in the Lucarno neighborhood.

“Renovating allowed them to person-
alize and modernize their home with a
team that puts design and quality fi�rst,”
said Patrick Guyton.

Along with refreshing the kitchen and
modernizing the master bath, the team
re-envisioned the original pool place-
ment to design an elegant courtyard with
a fountain and fi�repit and maximized
space behind the home to create the ulti-
mate lake-view outdoor living area with
an updated outdoor kitchen, custom
pool, and lush landscaping.

While the kitchen footprint remained
the same, the end result is a completely
refreshed space with more storage and
improved overall fl�ow. Dated raised panel
maple cabinets were replaced with a 

Gravina, Smith, Matte & Arnold
Marketing and PR
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See RENO, Page 21R

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Seagate Devel-
opment Group has broken ground on a
new facility for American Builders &
Contractors Supply Co., Inc. – America’s
largest wholesale distributor of roofi�ng,
siding and more – at the Charlotte Coun-
ty Park of Commerce, adjacent to the
Punta Gorda Airport.

Crews will spend the next month con-

ducting site work and adding the slab to
the ground. This will be followed by six
weeks of metal building erection before
fi�re suppression and interior tenant im-
provement work begins.

This pre-engineered metal building –
including metal panels and a stucco fa-
çade – will accommodate a 53,200-plus-

square-foot warehouse and a 6,700-
plus-square-foot offi�ce area, along with
a fenced outdoor yard. The offi�ce space
will feature a conference room as well as
a break room and showroom.

This Seagate-designed and devel-
oped facility will sit on six acres, with 2.5
acres for future expansion.

“ABC Supply has served companies
like ours for 40 years, so it’s our pleasure
to serve them as they continue to grow
and make a diff�erence to industries
throughout the U.S.,” said Matt Price,
CEO & Partner of Seagate Development
Group. “This location is ideal all the way
around – for ABC Supply as they con-
tinue to have a profound presence in
Southwest Florida and for Seagate as we
broaden our design-build services in
Charlotte County – which is attracting
more individuals and businesses every
day.”

Earth Tech Enterprises – a Seagate
Development Group company – is the
site contractor, responsible for the silt
fence and discing of vegetation as well
as the construction entrance and im-
porting approximately 15,000 cubic
yards of fi�ll dirt. ABC Supply’s facility is
being engineered by Herston Engineer-
ing Services and designed by PDS Archi-
tecture.

This design-build is slated for com-
pletion in the fi�rst quarter of 2023.

Seagate
breaks
ground on
ABC Supply
Seagate Development Group
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Seagate Development Group has broken ground on a new facility for American
Builders & Contractors Supply Co., Inc. at the Charlotte County Park of
Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport. SUBMITTED

Making training a priority
When building a winning team, it is

important to prioritize training. At Mo
Better Garage that prioritizing takes the
shape of making large investments in the
learning and development of our teams.
Our commitment to Naples and Fort My-
ers is to provide the very best garage door
service and garage door installation.
From hiring a professional trainer to
oversee our programs to building the
best-in-class content to developing a lab
at our corporate headquarters in South-
west Florida, we take training seriously.
The result for Naples and Fort Myers is
that when you call Mo Better Garage, you
will be in the hands of a fully trained Ga-
rage Door Professional. It is one of the
many ways we can confi�dently say that
we are the best company in the business. 

Why does training matter for con-

sumers?
Unlike many home services catego-

ries, certifi�cation is not required in order
to be a garage door technician. In order to
ensure our team is fully trained and able
to handle any situation, we have built our
own certifi�cation program. The company
invests heavily in a fi�ve-week program
focused on several areas that allow us to
fulfi�ll our mission to our community. 

Parts of our training

Customer service
Your family and your home are priori-

ties for us on every call. We appreciate
the level of trust Southwest Florida
homeowners have provided us by allow-
ing us access to their homes. In order to
repay this trust, we have constructed a
formatted approach to handle our ap-
pointments. Our goal is always to wow
our customers. 

Inner-workings of garage doors
Our goal with training is to build pro-

fessional garage door technicians. Part
of the learning and development ensures
that all technicians understand all the
components of a garage door. Your ga-
rage door is the largest moving part of
your home. Moreover, your garage door
system is arranged to allow all the parts
to work together. When there is failure
with one part, it can impact the others.
Our team uses their product knowledge
to ensure you have everything you need
to have your door work properly. 

Maintenance appointments
Garage doors are likely to be the most

taken-for-granted feature of the home.
One of the ways we are helping home-
owners in Naples and Fort Myers gain
longer life from their garage door sys-
tems is by bringing maintenance to the
market. Our 19-step maintenance pro-
gram ensures your garage door is in good
working order and that we are taking the
needed steps to help you extend the life
of your garage door system. This mainte-
nance program is part of our technician

training.
Installing doors
All of the parts of your door work to-

gether. When we are installing a door, we
take care to ensure that each piece is in-
stalled correctly and then tested for cor-
rect operation. The work of newly
trained teams is overseen onsite by ex-
perienced fi�eld managers to ensure all
the steps are followed.

In the end, selecting the right garage
door company is a huge part of how you
ensure the safety and security of your
family and home. Your garage door is the
largest moving part of your home and it
deserves to be maintained, serviced and
installed by a team of professionally
trained technicians. At Mo Better Ga-
rage, we can promise homeowners in
Naples and Fort Myers that when they
select us, that professionalism is what
they will get. Would you like to make your
garage Waaay Mo Better? Give us a call,
we are happy to help. How do I know?
Because I am Mo.

Why training programs matter when selecting a garage door company
Mo Better Garage
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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Seagate Development Group has
broken ground on a new facility for
American Builders & Contractors Sup-
ply Co., Inc. – America’s largest whole-
sale distributor of roofing, siding and
more – at the Charlotte County Park of
Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gor-
da Airport.

Crews will spend the next month
conducting site work and adding the
slab to the ground. This will be followed
by six weeks of metal building erection
before fire suppression and interior
tenant improvement work begins.

This pre-engineered metal building
– including metal panels and a stucco
façade – will accommodate a 53,200-
plus-square-foot warehouse and a
6,700-plus-square-foot office area,
along with a fenced outdoor yard. The
office space will feature a conference
room as well as a break room and show-
room.

This Seagate-designed and devel-
oped facility will sit on six acres, with
2.5 acres for future expansion.

“ABC Supply has served companies

like ours for 40 years, so it’s our plea-
sure to serve them as they continue to
grow and make a difference to indus-
tries throughout the U.S.,” said Matt
Price, CEO & Partner of Seagate Devel-
opment Group. “This location is ideal
all the way around – for ABC Supply as
they continue to have a profound pres-
ence in Southwest Florida and for Sea-
gate as we broaden our design-build
services in Charlotte County – which is
attracting more individuals and busi-
nesses every day.”

Earth Tech Enterprises – a Seagate
Development Group company – is the
site contractor, responsible for the silt
fence and discing of vegetation as well
as the construction entrance and im-
porting approximately 15,000 cubic
yards of fill dirt. ABC Supply’s facility is
being engineered by Herston Engineer-
ing Services and designed by PDS Ar-
chitecture.

This design-build is slated for com-
pletion in the first quarter of 2023.

Seagate Breaks
Ground on 
ABC Supply
Seagate Development Group
Special to Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA A new facility for American Builders &
Contractors Supply Co., Inc. SUBMITTED
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OPINIONS

Dear Friends,
I love Southwest Florida. We 

all do; this is our home. One of  
the primary reasons why I serve 
in public offi  ce is to improve our 
community, to build it into a 
multigenerational region where 
our children and grandchildren 
don’t have to move across the 
state or country for a job. That 
is why I am honored to serve 
you in the Florida House of  
Representatives.

Together with Senators Ben 
Albritton and Joe Gruters, we 
are your voice in Tallahassee. 
Thanks to our eff orts and the 
leadership of  Governor Ron 
DeSantis, the $109.9 billion 
Freedom First Budget has been 
signed into law. Unlike the 
federal government, the State 
of  Florida must have a balanced 
budget.

The consequences of  
Washington spending are being 
felt by all of  us. National issues 
of  rampant infl ation, supply 
chain problems and rising 

housing costs have crushed 
our pocketbooks. In Florida, 
we refused to raise taxes, but 
instead provide record levels 
of  tax relief  and reserve funds. 
Our policies allow us to increase 
funding for mental health 
treatment by $176 million. The 
budget provides $800 million 
to bolster teacher salaries, a 
$250 million increase from last 
year, and law enforcement 
earned a well-deserved raise. 
But what does the Freedom 
First Budget mean to us in 
Charlotte County?

The Freedom First Budget 

means investing in the future. 
Our delegation prioritized 
$3 million for the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority to 
construct a new hangar and 
classroom structure for an 
aviation maintenance techni-
cian school. This will be ad-
ministered in partnership with 
our Charlotte County Public 
Schools. Our residents will 
have a pathway towards skilled, 
high-paying, high-demand jobs 
in the fi eld of  aeronautics.

The Freedom First Budget 
means investing in education. 
Schools will see an increase of  
approximately $385 more per 
student funding in the upcom-
ing fi scal year. The district will 
also receive almost $4.5 million 
towards school readiness 
services for early learning and 
$2.5 million more for voluntary 
prekindergarten. State funding 
for local nursing education will 
see $618,774. Almost $3 million 
will be released for Charlotte 
County workforce education 

funding.
The Freedom First Budget 

means investing in our environ-
ment. Red tide aff ects us all, and 
that’s why $3 million of  reoc-
curring funding goes to Mote 
Marine Aquarium research to 
prevent and mitigate red tide.

The budget includes $1 mil-
lion for the natural fi ltration 
of  Charlotte Harbor using 
clams. Meanwhile in eff orts to 
improve water quality, Charlotte 
County is awarded $2 million for 
septic-to-sewer conversion.

The Freedom First Budget 
means investing in our neigh-
borhoods. Funding for a new 
Emergency Training Center for 
our fi rst responders is included 
for the City of  Punta Gorda. The 
city also receives $497,900 for the 
restoration of  the historic A.C. 
Freeman House. Honoring our 
veterans, the William R. Gaines, 
Jr. Veteran’s Memorial Park is 
in the budget for $2 million to-
wards the Beirut Peacekeepers 
Memorial Tower.

The Freedom First Budget 
means investing in our 
infrastructure. To improve 
transportation and evacua-
tion routes, the 62-year-old 
drawbridge on State Road 31 
is slated to be replaced and 
completed byJanuary 2026, 
with $30 million allocated to 
start. State Road 776 will be 
resurfaced in the El Jobean area 
at the cost of  $2.5 million. The 
Charlotte County section of  I-75, 
newly named the Purple Heart 
Highway, has $1.5 million for 
maintenance, and Harborview 
Road will be widened from 
Melbourne Street to I-75 with 
$6.4 million dedicated to that 
project.

The Freedom First Budget 
means good things for our 
Southwest Florida region. I 
truly appreciate the oppor-
tunity to serve you. If  I may 
ever be of  assistance, please 
contact me at Michael.Grant@
MyFloridaHouse.gov or 
941-613-0914.

State budget gives Charlotte County a boost

MICHAEL GRANT
State Representative

 If  the pronoun police of
Wisconsin’s Kiel Area School 
District were just another 
woke excrescence on American 
education, they would be 
merely local embarrassments.
These enforcers are, however, 
a national disgrace because 
they are a direct consequence 
of  federal lawlessness with a
progressive pedigree.

In April, the district lodged a 
complaint against three eighth-
grade boys for the off ense of
“mispronouning,” referring to a 
classmate using the biologically
correct pronoun “her” instead 
of  the classmate’s preferred
“them.” This, district offi  cials 
— supposed educators — said,
constitutes “sexual harass-
ment,” a Title IX violation.

Title IX of  the Education
Amendments of  1972 was
enacted long before Congress
could have imagined today’s
progressive dogma that gram-
mar should refl ect, through
pronouns, the most advanced 
thinking about gender fl uidity. 
Title IX’s operative language 
says no person “shall, on the
basis of  sex, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the
benefi ts of, or be subjected to
discrimination” in education.

This language has been 
reasonably taken to encompass
sexual violence, unwanted 

touching and such “unwelcome
conduct” as persistent spoken
sexual innuendo, stalking, etc.
Now, however, the Wisconsin
district, which is perhaps proud 
of  its progressive improvising,
has made this category of  
conduct elastic enough to 
encompass mispronouning.
The district’s behavior is
trickle-down lawlessness that 
stems from the arrogance and 
cynicism of  the U.S. Education 
Department.

Making a mockery of  Title IX 
illustrates what some progres-
sive theorists call “dynamic
statutory interpretation,” 
meaning law enforcement en-
tirely untethered from congres-
sional intent — actually, from
law. In 2014, Catherine Lhamon,
an Education Department 
assistant secretary for civil
rights, sent an explanation of  
a 2011 “Dear Colleague” letter 
to people who are in no sense 

“colleagues” of  federal bureau-
crats: college administrators. 
She directed them to comply 
with 66 pages of  “guidance” 
on sexual harassment policies.
Many of  the policies produced
campus kangaroo courts in 
which persons — almost always 
young men — accused of  sexual 
misbehavior are routinely de-
nied due process.

Nationwide, accusers are
identifi ed, in the language of  
prejudgment, as “survivors.” 
The accused are denied the
right to question their accusers 
and can be convicted on a
mere “preponderance of  the 
evidence,” not evidence beyond 
a reasonable doubt. By one
recent count, there are more 
than 700 due-process lawsuits
from victims of  make-believe
courts on campuses, seeking
justice in real courts.

R. Shep Melnick, a Boston
College professor and co-chair 
of  the Harvard Program on 
Constitutional Government 
notes this: Lhamon breezily
says she resorted to expli-
cating the “Dear Colleague” 
letter, thereby evading the
Administrative Procedure
Act’s rule-making require-
ments, because the 66 pages 
were, in her words, merely 
“an explanation of  what Title 
IX means.” Sixty-six pages 

of  “explanations” that, if  not 
adhered to, can result in federal
compliance investigations and
termination of  the institutions’ 
federal funding.

In 2014, Lamar Alexander, 
the Tennessee Republican
who was a former university 
president and the senator most 
conversant with higher educa-
tion, asked Lhamon who gave 
her the power to issue detailed, 
eff ectively mandatory “expla-
nations.” With smug hauteur, 
she said: “You did when I was
confi rmed.”

President Biden has brought 
her back. Although a Senate 
committee refused to recom-
mend her confi rmation as head
of  the Education Department’s 
Offi  ce of  Civil Rights, the 
Senate confirmed her in a 51-50 
party-line vote. Her progressive
spirit — “social justice” righ-
teousness unrestrained by law
— is on display in Wisconsin’s
Kiel School District.

There, the regnant 
Lhamonism that has seeped 
into educational crevices
from coast to coast, and
from kindergarten through
graduate school, has resulted
in yet another progressive
attempt to supplant free speech
with compulsory speech.
Fortunately, the three mid-
dle-school miscreants accused 

of  “mispronouning” seem
to understand that the best
defense is a good off ense.

Represented by the Wisconsin
Institute for Law & Liberty, 
the boys are arguing that their
use of  biologically correct, if
politically incorrect, pronouns 
is speech protected by the First
Amendment. The Constitution 
also forbids the district from 
compelling them to speak as 
district bureaucrats suddenly
— how long ago did they em-
brace this orthodoxy? — prefer. 
Furthermore, the institute says
it has spoken with another Kiel
Area family “whose daughter 
was recently given an in-
school suspension for ‘sexual 
harassment’ based on a single 
statement using an allegedly
‘wrong’ pronoun — and the 
statement was said to a third
party, not even to the allegedly
‘misgendered’ student.”

Perhaps Kiel Area schools 
can waste time trying to bully
children into conformity to 
this or that fad because the 
schools have so splendidly
accomplished their actual task: 
education. It might, however, be 
best if  schools that are eager to 
engage in pronoun policing not
even attempt education.

George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.

When the pronoun police come for eighth-graders

GEORGE WILL
Washington Post
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State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560
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Liz Cheney was addressing 
her fellow Republicans. But 
more than that, she was speak-
ing to posterity.

“I say this to my Republican
colleagues who are defending 
the indefensible,” she said at
Thursday night’s opening hear-
ing of  the Jan. 6 House select
committee. “There will come
a day when Donald Trump is 
gone, but your dishonor will
remain.”

The Wyoming congresswom-
an, daughter of  the former vice 
president, and vice chair of  
the committee, outlined for the 
country, and for history, two 
contrasting stories about the
bloody insurrection.

One was a tale of  honor and 
duty. Officials in the Justice
Department and White House,
to a greater extent than was
previously known, confronted
Trump about his election lies
and repeatedly threatened to 
resign if  he followed through 
with his darkest impulses.

The other was a tale of  bru-
tality and deceit by Trump and 
a small band of  loyalists. They 
knew he had lost, and yet, as 
Cheney put it, “Trump oversaw
and coordinated a sophisticat-
ed, seven-part plan to overturn 
the presidential election and
prevent the transfer of  presi-
dential power.”

In perhaps the most chilling 
moment of  the hearing, Cheney 

spoke of  former White House 
offi  cials’ testimony about
Trump’s bloodthirstiness
toward his own vice president.
“Aware of  the rioters’ chants to
hang Mike Pence, the president 
responded with this sentiment,
quote, ‘Maybe our supporters 
have the right idea.’ Mike
Pence, quote, ‘deserves it.’ “

With rare exception, 
Republican offi  ceholders have
chosen to side with Trump, who 
indicated his vice president 
deserved to be hanged, and 
who, when begged by his staff
to call off  the mob, responded:
“They’re doing what they
should be doing,” according to
committee testimony.

Republican members of
Congress forced Cheney out of
her party leadership position 
and are trying to oust her in
a primary; they blocked an
independent, nonpartisan 
commission to investigate the
events of  Jan. 6; they attempted 
to sabotage and then boycotted 

the “illegitimate” Jan. 6 com-
mittee. They have continued to
perpetuate the fi ction, believed
by most Republican voters, that 
the election was fraudulent
— House GOP leader Kevin 
McCarthy on Thursday again 
would not say that President 
Joe Biden was the legitimate
victor — and that the insurrec-
tion was but a protest, a tourist
visit or “legitimate political
discourse.”

On Thursday, Cheney got
her rebuttal — beamed live in 
prime time to millions of  homes 
by networks, with the notable 
exception of  Fox News, which
chose to shield its viewers from 
the facts. Over 35 minutes, 
she delivered a methodical
indictment of  Trump’s role in
planning and fomenting the
violence, drawing occasional 
gasps and murmurs from the
media, staff  and lawmakers in
the room.

Cheney spoke, repeatedly, of
those who “honored their oaths
of  offi  ce” and “did their duty,” 
who saw a “higher duty to the 
United States Constitution.”
And she shamed her colleagues 
who have so plainly ignored
theirs. “We don’t swear an oath 
to an individual or a political
party,” she said. “We take our
oath to defend the United States 
Constitution, and that oath 
must mean something.”

And she spoke of  those 

without honor.
Trump, according to his own

former aides’ testimony, “did
not really want to put anything 
out calling off  the riot or asking
his supporters to leave.” Trump 
refused for hours the demands 
of  his staff , family and others
to “instruct his supporters 
to stand down.” He off ered to 
appoint Justice Department 
offi  cial Jeff  Clark to the position
of  attorney general if  Clark
would send a department letter 
to states falsely claiming to 
have “identifi ed signifi cant con-
cerns that may have impacted 
the outcome of  the election.”

Cheney spoke, too, of  Rep.
Scott Perry (Pa.) and other
Republican congressmen who 
she said “sought presidential
pardons for their roles in
attempting to overturn the 2020 
election.” She spoke of  Jared 
Kushner dismissing threats by 
the White House counsel to re-
sign on principle as “whining.”
And she spoke of  Trump meet-
ing secretly in the White House 
with his enablers — Michael
Flynn, Sidney Powell, Rudy
Giuliani and others — who
fl oated the idea of  the military 
seizing voting machines.

They might have gotten 
away with it, too, if  other 
Trump aides and appointees
hadn’t honored their duty to 
country and oaths of  offi  ce. 
Cheney described how these

Trump offi  cials — White House
counsel Pat Cipollone, acting
attorney general Jeff Rosen,
acting deputy attorney general 
Richard Donoghue — pushed 
back. She described the many 
advisers telling Trump and his 
chief  of  staff , Mark Meadows,
that their allegations were
“complete nonsense,” or that 
“there’s no there there.” And 
she recounted Pence’s brave 
stand against Trump — and for
the Constitution — on Jan. 6.

Even Fox News’s Sean
Hannity tried to stop the mad-
ness, in a text to Trump press
secretary Kayleigh McEnany: 
“Hey now, no more crazy
people, no more stolen election 
talk. Yes, impeachment and
25th amendment are real. Many
people will quit.”

Replied McEnany: “Love that.
That’s the playbook.”

It’s beyond the Jan. 6 commit-
tee’s mandate to explain how so 
many people who began with 
honorable instincts ultimately 
retreated to join Trump. And
there is probably no convincing 
them, nor the tens of  millions 
they have deceived, to correct
course now. But the commit-
tee’s work gives hope that the
dishonorable will, at least, earn 
history’s rebuke.

Follow Dana Milbank on
Twitter, @Milbank.

Trump will be gone, but GOP’s ‘dishonor will remain’

DANA MILBANK
Washington Post
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PORT CHARLOTTE — The Trump Club sponsored a spirited debate 
Tuesday between Charlotte County Airport Authority candidates who 
denied allegations each made about the other. Businessman Eric Bretan is 
running against incumbent Robert Hancik for the District 2 seat on the 
board. During the Trump Club’s monthly meeting at The Grille 1951, both 
Republican candidates told the gathering why they should be elected. But 
the debate was dominated by mud-slinging, with both denying what the 
other had said about him. Bretan, who got to speak first, called privatization 
“the elephant in the room.” 
 
He said he wanted to “set the record straight” regarding his stance on the 
issue and that his opponent “time and time again” had accused him of being 
in favor of privatizing Punta Gorda Airport. Bretan told the gathering that in 
a phone call, he asked Hancik to “stop spreading falsehoods” and that 
Hancik said, “Is that it?” and then hung up.  
 
He said Hancik “is lying to the people in Charlotte County” and said he called for Hancik “to resign from 
the race immediately.” 
 
“I want to grow and keep the airport in Charlotte County hands,” Bretan said. 
 
When Hancik took the microphone, he said he wanted to set the record straight: “I want to grow and keep 
the airport in Charlotte County hands.” 
 
“In the United States no airport has been privatized,” he added, despite a privatization act which has been 
around since the 1990s. 
 
Hancik referred to a June 14 letter in The Daily Sun in which Bretan said he has never supported 
privatizing the airport. 
 
“Not until this morning’s letter to the editor has he (Bretan) denied his interest in privatizing the airport,” 
he said. “Privatization isn’t my boogeyman. Charlotte County voters know where I stand.” 
 
Hancik also said Airport Authority Commissioner Vanessa Grant Oliver, who was a proponent of an 
earlier failed privatization effort, “as an individual is actively supporting my opponent and raising funds 
for his campaign. Remember, she voted to continue with the privatization project.” 
 
He further accused Oliver of “using her influence with the Economic Development Partnership to garner 
votes for my opponent.” 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/pgd-authority-candidates-both-say-theyre-against-privatization/article_20824e8c-ec0c-11ec-8f56-
17185a049986.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/pgd-authority-candidates-both-say-theyre-against-privatization/article_20824e8c-ec0c-11ec-8f56-17185a049986.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/pgd-authority-candidates-both-say-theyre-against-privatization/article_20824e8c-ec0c-11ec-8f56-17185a049986.html
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — The 
Trump Club sponsored a 
spirited debate Tuesday 
between Charlotte County 
Airport Authority candidates 
who denied allegations each 
made about the other.

Businessman Eric Bretan 
is running against incumbent 
Robert Hancik for the 
District 2 seat on the board.

During the Trump Club’s 
monthly meeting at The 
Grille 1951, both Republican 
candidates told the gathering 
why they should be elected.

But the debate was 
dominated by mud-slinging, 
with both denying what the 
other had said about him.

Bretan, who got to speak 
first, called privatization “the 
elephant in the room.”

He said he wanted to “set 
the record straight” regarding 
his stance on the issue and 
that his opponent “time and 
time again” had accused him 
of  being in favor of  privatizing 
Punta Gorda Airport.

Bretan told the gathering 
that in a phone call, he asked 
Hancik to “stop spreading 
falsehoods” and that Hancik 

said, “Is that it?” and then 
hung up.

He said Hancik “is lying 
to the people in Charlotte 
County” and said he called 
for Hancik “to resign from the 
race immediately.”

“I want to grow and keep the 
airport in Charlotte County 
hands,” Bretan said.

When Hancik took the 
microphone, he said he wanted 
to set the record straight: “I 
want to grow and keep the 
airport in Charlotte County 
hands.”

“In the United States no 
airport has been privatized,” 
he added, despite a 
privatization act which has 
been around since the 1990s.

Hancik referred to a 
June 14 letter in The Daily Sun 
in which Bretan said he has 
never supported privatizing the 
airport.

“Not until this morning’s 
letter to the editor has he 
(Bretan) denied his interest 
in privatizing the airport,” he 
said. “Privatization isn’t my 
boogeyman. Charlotte County 
voters know where I stand.”

Hancik also said Airport 
Authority Commissioner 
Vanessa Grant Oliver, who 
was a proponent of  an earlier 
failed privatization effort, 
“as an individual is actively 
supporting my opponent and 
raising funds for his campaign. 
Remember, she voted to 

continue with the privatization 
project.”

He further accused Oliver 
of  “using her influence with 
the Economic Development 
Partnership to garner votes for 
my opponent.”

Bretan said that neither 
Oliver nor her family 
contributed even $1 to his 
campaign.

The Charlotte County 
Supervisor of  Elections 
website, which posts 
contributions given to 
candidates, did not show any 
contributions made by Oliver 
or a member of  her family, 
including her father, Rep. 
Michael Grant, who did favor 
privatizing the airport.

Bretan said he has many 
supporters who support his 
candidacy and his policies, 
regardless of  whether they 
were in favor of  privatization 
in the past or present.

Hancik said that in a 
June 2 phone call, Bretan 
threatened him with a “cease-
and-desist order, libel and 
defamation lawsuit alleging 
that I said he supported airport 
privatization. Never said it and 
he has never denied it until 
today.”

The matter of  a complaint 

filed against Hancik by Bretan 
also came up at the meeting.

Hancik said he received a 
complaint on June 10 that 
Bretan filed with the Florida 
Elections Commission stating 
that his re-election flier which 
contains the Punta Gorda 
Airport public website was an 
election endorsement, which 
he denied.

Bretan confirmed he had 
an attorney in the matter and 
that a clerk named Donna 
Malphurs at the Florida 
Elections Commission in 
Tallahassee agreed with him 
that the logo “is implying 
endorsement,” he said.

Malphurs was unavailable 
for comment Tuesday.

Hancik denied his flyer 
violated any election law and 
said the Punta Gorda Airport 
website is a public one and 
“provides information on all 
commissioners and our voting 
record.”

Bretan said that it would 
take several months, possibly 
some time around December, 
for the Elections Commission’s 
determination to be made.

The primary election is 
Aug. 23.

PGD Authority candidates deny they want privatization

SUN PHOTOS BY NANCY J. SEMON

Robert D. HancikEric D. Bretan
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Airport lands $3 
mlWon for project 

The state budget approved 
June 2 includes $3 million for 
a new combined hangar and 
classroom facility for Charlotte 
Technical College's FAA-cer
tified Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School. 

The larger and enhanced 
facility, at Punta Gorda Air
port, is necessary to meet the 
aviation industry's demand for 
aircraft mechanics; according 
to a statement. In addition, 
airport officials in the state
ment say state funding is "es
sentialto keep CTC's costs low 
enough for tuition to remain 
affordable for students." 

State Rep. Michael Grant, 
R-Port Charlotte, and State
Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota,
sponsored the appropriations
request.

Financial terms of the invest
ment weren't disclosed. 

Gulfcoast IT provides IT 
security, onsite anq. remote 
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OUR VIEW

Aviation 
program’s 
growth a  
big plus

OUR POSITION: Money from the Legislature 
to boost an aviation maintenance school 
program at the Punta Gorda Airport will 
pay big dividends in a number of  ways.

The state budget approved earlier this 
month includes a $3 million outlay for 
a new hangar and classroom center 

for Charlotte Technical College’s Aviation 
Maintenance Technician School.

The program is certified by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) and trains 
aircraft mechanics.

There is plenty of  government spending 
these days, especially at the federal level, 
that merits scrutiny especially consider the 
fiscal and monetary drivers of  painfully 
high inflation rates.

Too often, elected officials think throwing 
money at a problem or issue is the answer. 
But this outlay has economic and workforce 
development merits.

Airlines and the aerospace sector need 
mechanics and other workers. These 
positions are essential for safe and efficient 
air travel and cargo. And like with many 
other sectors and professions, aerospace 
industry needs mechanics and technicians.

The average salary for an airline 
mechanic is $61,500 with annual pay 
going as high as $97,600, according to 
CareerBuilder. These are the pay levels 
more of  our neighbors need here in Florida.

Inflation is at 40-year highs nationally 
with higher prices and housing costs even 
more pronounced across Florida including 
communities such as North Port, Sarasota, 
Tampa and Fort Myers.

CTC officials said the state money 
will also help keep tuition and costs of  
attendance low for students. High costs for 
technical schools, colleges and universities 
is a challenge — especially for lower-income 
students who can end up being saddled with 
significant student loan debt.

The training hub can also help propel 
more economic development at Punta 
Gorda Airport.

The airport has a $1.3 billion economic 
impact via its flights from Allegiant Air 
and aviation operations, according to a 
2019 study by the Florida Department of  
Transportation.

The CTC program can also help attract 
more local aerospace and aviation 
operations to the region. The workforce 
pipeline combined with Florida’s business 
and growth friendly policies as the state 
and local level can help attract aviation 
businesses to locate here.

We see that with engineering, business 
and other technical schools in Florida and 
other parts of  the country. Those types od 
synergies can also foster entrepreneurship 
and help grow local supply chains that 
establish regions as industry hubs.

The CTC technician school is outgrowing 
its current space which accommodates 50 
students.

The state funding will help expand 
program to 100 students via four 
classrooms in a hangar facility as well as 
space for avionics and aircraft maintenance 
businesses.

The latter component of  meshing 
workforce development with business 
attraction and growing local jobs is worth 
strong support.

We also need to grow higher-wage and 
technology oriented sectors in Florida. We 
should be competing with Texas and other 
states for aerospace and aviation jobs.

Florida is still frequently miscast as a 
destination for tourists and retirees.

Workforce pipelines and the economic 
potential and the Punta Gorda airport can 
help the region more effectively compete for 
jobs and business investments.

They can also help change the state and 
region’s economic image for the better.

Viewpoint
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By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — It’s smooth 
sailing back to the Florida House of  
Representatives for candidates represent-
ing Charlotte County.

But there could be uncharted waters for 
some candidates in the Charlotte County 
Commission election — and a sitting 
Sarasota County commissioner is sailing 
off into the sunset — for now.

The qualifying stage for Florida elec-
tions closed out at noon on Friday for 
federal, state and local elections.

For the House Districts 75 and 76 — rep-
resenting west and east Charlotte County, 
respectively — there will only be one 

Candidate list finalized for primary
Several officials going into 

November unopposed

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Punta Gorda Council Members Jaha Cummings, left, 
and Mark Kurhaski, middle left, along with Mayor 
Lynne Matthews, middle right, and others sing along 
to “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

INSIDE
• Christian Ziegler

chooses against second

term

• Emrich gains second

term unopposed in

North Port

• Sarasota County 

School Board to have 

different look after 

election

See page 6ASEE PRIMARY, 4A
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candidate, each running 
unopposed: Republican 

Michael 
Grant for 
District 
75 and 
Republican 
Spencer 
Roach for 
District 76.

District 76
also includes 
DeSoto 

County and the northern-
most area of  Lee County.

State election records 
previously 
listed a 
Democrat, 
Mitchell 
Schlayer as 
a possible 
opponent 
against 
Roach;
however, 
as of  noon 

on June 17, Schlayer was 
instead listed as filing for 
House District 80, where 
he is the likely general 
opponent for Republican 
Adam Botana.

Charlotte County voters 
will see a contested race at 
the state Senate level, as 

incumbent 
Republican 
Ben 
Albritton 
Jr. will be 
joined in 
the race by 
Democrat 
Christopher
Proia.

At the 
local level, a number 
of  important races are 

expected to be decided in 
the primary.

Both Christopher 
Constance 
and Stephen 
Deutsch, 
both 
Republicans, 
are listed as 
running for 
re-election to 
the Charlotte
County 
Commission 
for District 
2 and 4 
respectively.

Constance 
is slated to 
face two 
challengers 
within the 
Republican
primary: 

David Edward Kalen Jr. 
and Jaha Cummings.

Cummings was a 
last-minute addition to 
the primary — one that 
Constance was not expect-
ing. Cummings is currently 
on the Punta Gorda City 
Council and is a fifth-gener-
ation of  a Florida family.

Deutsch will also face 
two Republican challengers 
in his primary: Mark 
“Gunny” Stevens and Tom 
Sullivan.

The District 2 and 4 
seats on the Punta Gorda 
Airport Authority are also 
up for grabs. In both races, 
a GOP incumbent will face 
off  against a challenger 
from their own party in 
the primary: incumbent 
Robert Hancik against 
challenger Eric Bretan in 
District 2 and incumbent 
Kathleen Coppola against 
challenger Stanley Smith 
in District 4.

The Charlotte County 

School Board of  Education 
has two seats up for 
election this year. As of  
Friday, Cara Reynolds will 
be running for re-election 
unopposed in District 1. 
The other seat, District 4, 
will come down to a two-
way race between James A. 
Barber and John LeClair.

Sarasota County 
Commissioner Christian 
Ziegler, a prominent voice 
in GOP politics and conser-
vative concerns, is walking 
away from politics — for 
now. He didn’t give reason 
why he was stepping away. 
Ziegler was going to face 
a new county district 
realigned into much of  the 
city of  Sarasota.

Charlotte County voters 
will also see uncontested 
races for State Attorney 
and Public Defender in the 
20th Judicial Circuit. Both 
State Attorney Amira Fox 
and Public Defender Kathy 
Smith are unopposed for 
re-election; both office-
holders are registered as 
Republicans.

The 20th Judicial Circuit 
serves Charlotte, Collier, 
Glades, Hendry, and Lee 
Counties.

There are also three 
seats on the Punta Gorda 
City Council up for election 
this year. Of  those three, 
two will be uncontested: 
Donna Peterman running 
for District 1 and Lynne 
Matthews running for 
District 4.

Matthews serves as the 
mayor of  Punta Gorda; the 
position of  mayor is chosen 
from among the elected 
City Council members.

Peterman issued a state-
ment on her unopposed 
candidacy on Friday. She 

referred to Punta Gorda 
as an “amazing historic 
community with a wonder-
ful quality of  life.”

“The biggest challenge 
we face is managing growth 
in a way that protects that 
experience while producing 
a sustainable revenue 
base,” said Peterman in the 
statement.

The contested race on 
the City Council will be 
between William Dryburgh 
and Rachel Keesling for 
District 2; the incumbent, 
Debby Carey, did not file to 
run for re-election, accord-
ing to information from 
the city of  Punta Gorda’s 
website.

Cummings, one of  the 
candidates for the County 
Commission, previous-
ly served as the City 
Councilman for District 1. 
His name was listed on an 
initial slate of  candidates 
for the city race, but he 
ultimately withdrew from 
the city race.

In an email to The Daily 
Sun on Friday, Cummings 
said he came to the conclu-
sion he could best pursue the 
solution to local problems in 
the County Commission.

“In serving on the City 
Council for the last six 
years, I have come to real-
ize what the root problems 
of  issues affecting the qual-
ity of  life our residents and 
the environment are, and 
to address these challenges 
it requires action from the 
county level,” Cummings 
stated in the email.

Primary elections are 
scheduled for Aug. 23; the 
general election, which 
includes congressional 
mid-term elections and the 
governor’s race, is Nov. 8.
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Local News

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — The city debates 
impact fee hikes, the costs for future 
services that governments and schools 
assess to developers on Tuesday.

The idea is in anticipation of
greater demand on fire-rescue, law 
enforcement, parks and recreation, 
government buildings, solid waste and 
transportation services.

North Port is one of  the country’s 
fastest-growing cities of  under 100,000. 
Roads, drainage and water must expand 
to meet that growth. Impact fees on a 
new house will run $15,000 alone.

North Port is also considering a 
mobility fee to cover broader traffic 
impacts, even regionally.

The city in March bumped its impact 
fees 25%. But Florida had roadblocked 
that with House Bill 337, which had 
statewide municipalities or schools 
explaining a “demonstrated need” in a 
report to the state.

By JOHN HACKWORTH
COMMENTARY EDITOR

PUNTA GORDA — Katheen 
Coppola attended Saturday’s 
Republican Executive 
Committee shindig prepared 
to talk about her race for an 
unprecedented ninth term 
on the Punta Gorda Airport 
Authority.

She was gearing up for 
a second run against pilot 
Stanley Smith, whom she 
defeated in 2018.

“Gene Murtha came up to 
me and said: ‘Congratulations.’ 
I said: ‘What for?’ He said for 
winning the race,” Coppola 
said. “Gene showed me on his 
computer that my opponent 
had withdrawn. Apparently 
Mr. Smith pulled out sometime 
Friday.”

The deadline for qualifying 
was noon Friday.

At the end of  her new term, 
Coppola will have served on 
the board for 36 years.

“When I started, we were a 
puddle-jumper of  an airport,” 
Coppola said. “Now, I think 
we can fly to (about 50) cities 
and we’re the No. 1 business 

in Charlotte 
County. ... 
People come up 
to me when they 
see the insignia 
on my shirt and 
say ‘We just had 
a great flight.’”

Coppola had 
said four years ago that she 
was ready to step down.

“But I decided to put my hat 
in the ring because we have 
not finished the expansion,” 
she said. “My work is not done. 
The runways still have to be 
finished.”

She said people asked her to 
stay on — and that’s when she 

considered it.
Coppola said she takes 

serving constituents 
personally.

“When they used to call me 
about airplane noise, I went to 
their homes and sat on their 
lanai,” she said. “Once a plane 
flew over so close I swear 
I could see the color of  the 
pilot’s eyes. That was before we 
had the control tower.”

She said she believes the 
tower has made a substantial 
difference to help pilots.

“I can’t solve all the 
problems, but people 
appreciate that I care.”

Coppola said the board’s 

biggest challenge the next 
four years would be to bring a 
factory or boost the economy 
for the airport’s industrial 
property.

The Daily Sun tried to 
contact Smith, but he was 
unavailable.

Coppola said she has had 
some great experiences as a 
board member, but her most 
fun day was when she met a 
rock star.

“Jimmy Buffet flew in to 
refuel and I got to meet him,” 
she said. “He and his wife and 
child were on the plane and 
they had a bunch of  stuffed 
animals.”

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — A Kemp’s ridley
sea turtle had a tough weekend.

On Saturday night, a Knight Island
angler inadvertently hooked the rare
reptile — one of  most endangered and
smallest of  sea turtle species.

Fortunately for the sea turtle, Terry
and Bundy Pyle, both sea turtle patrol 
volunteers, came upon the angler and 
hooked turtle.

The hook was lodged inside the 
turtle’s mouth, Terry Pyle said. The 
angler was using cut bait, a piece of  a 
mullet, when the turtle tried for a bite.

As required, the couple contacted 

the state sea turtle stranding team for 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. They were directed
to bring the turtle to Mote Marine 
Laboratory. Mote has a 24-hour hotline, 
and a biologist responded immediately.

The Pyles met the biologist at the 
Winchester Boulevard-South River 
Road intersection. The turtle was 
then taken to Mote’s Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation Hospital where it was
dubbed “Jessica” by Mote staff.

“Jessica” is reportedly doing well.
“Our stranding investigations staff

biologist, Amber Lea Kincaid, shared
with me the turtle is doing well,” Mote
spokeswoman Olivia Cameron said
Monday. “Staff are planning to remove
the hook this week.”

Kincaid said the hook is in the 
esophagus, and the hospital staff were
running all the diagnostics Monday
necessary to make sure the animal is 
stable for surgery.

The public can visit Mote’s hospital
patients online at mote.org/hospital/
turtle.

Since 1995, Mote has operated its hos-
pital, admitted and treated more than
650 sea turtles, including those sick-
ened during the Deepwater Horizon oil
spill in 2010 and sea turtles suffering 
from fibropapilloma tumors.

To learn more about Mote, visit
mote.org.

FALSE STARTS WEEKEND
Both north and south of  Stump Pass, 

local beaches saw an abundance of  
false crawls. A false crawl is when a 
female turtle drags itself  on to a beach,
but then turns around and into the
Gulf  without laying its eggs.

Generally, on the worse day, false 
crawls will number no more than 50%
of the nests laid.

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Jaha
Cummings vows to make
housing and local jobs provid-
ing living wages priorities if  
he’s elected to Charlotte County
Commission’s District 2.

The three-term Punta Gorda
City Council member said he 
decided to run because “serving 
(on) the City Council I saw
there are larger issues which 
affect unincorporated Charlotte 
County, and I can be of  more
use to residents in this role.”

He called housing “a major 

issue.”
“Charlotte County has some

of  the most land platted, and
that can solve the housing 
situation quickly.”

He announced his candidacy
Friday.

“Despite the 
abundance of  
land in Charlotte
County, we have 
homelessness,
we have families 
unable to live 
the dream of
home ownership, 

which is the cornerstone of  
passing wealth from generation
to generation,” he said.

Cummings is an eighth-
generation Floridian and a 
fifth-generation resident of  
Punta Gorda.

The manager of  Coldwell 
Banker Sunstar in Punta

Gorda, Cummings graduated
from Dartmouth College. After
graduation, he moved to Tokyo
to begin his career. He returned 
to Charlotte County in 2015.

He was elected to the City
Council in 2016 and serves on
various governmental commit-
tees along with nonprofit and
business boards.

Cummings said young people
should be “able to work in 
Charlotte County and have
careers here.”

He said they shouldn’t have
to move away to earn a living
wage.

Cummings said Charlotte

County is in a strategic position 
for future job growth. It would
be ideal as a distribution center
handling goods coming in to 
Florida ports, then shipped by 
rail, he said.

“I specifically got on the
Florida Freight Advisory 
Committee because in 
speaking with District One 
(Southwest Florida) officials 
from the Florida Department of  
Transportation (learned) that
Charlotte County is in the best
position of  all to make use of  its 
logistic location.”

North Port 
to bump new
construction 

costs
Impact fees for growth, 

state stalled city’s plans

SUN FILE PHOTO BY CHRIS PORTER

The North Port City Commission on 
Tuesday debates raising impact fees
to help pay for growth in one of the 
fastest-growing communities in the 
country.

SEE COSTS, 3B

Coppola gets ninth term on Airport Authority
Opponent drops 

out of race

COPPOLA

Cummings seeks County Commission seat
Housing, jobs creation are top priorities for current Punta Gorda City Council official

CUMMINGS

SEE CUMMINGS, 3B

Tough weekend for turtle
Hooked Kemp’s  

ridley healing at  

Mote Marine Lab

PHOTO COURTESY OF TERRY AND BUNDY PYLE

A rare Kemp’s ridley sea turtle was accidentally hooked by a fishermen this weekend. The rare turtle, named Jessica 
by rescuers, was at Mote Marine Lab in Sarasota on Monday awaiting surgery.

SEE TURTLE, 3B
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I just have to vent about 
Allegiant Airlines
Editor:

I keep seeing letters about the 
airport, privatizing it and other 
issues. But I have not seen anyone 
address the issue of  Allegiant, 
which in my opinion is one of  the 
worst airlines in the world, why 
do they have a monopoly at the 
airport?

I know Sun Country now has a 
few flights. I don’t know history of  
Allegiant and the airport but for the 
life of  me I can’t see how anyone 
would want to fly that airline. My 
last two trips my return flight has 
been canceled for various reasons, 
and it has cost me more than $1,000 
for both trips to get back home. My 
initial fare for each trip was less 
than $200.

Their customer service on the 
phone is just about nonexistent. It 
takes 3 to 4 hours to even be able to 
reach someone on the phone. The 
gate person is no help at all.

When I moved to Punta Gorda I 
was so excited that the airport was 
so close. And Allegiant with their 
headquarters in Las Vegas where 
I use to live, I cannot even get to 
Las Vegas. I can call Southwest and 
be on the phone in five minutes 
and talk to someone who was very 
helpful unlike Allegiant.

I will never fly Allegiant again. 
I know their flights are full and 
everyone is flying on them so my 
little letter will not hurt them one 
bit but I have just had it with them 
and I just had to vent to someone or 
everyone.

Robert Kostner
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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I have never said 
I favor privatization
Editor:

President Trump has the 
Washington Post to write falsehoods 
about him; I have The Daily Sun to 
do the same about me. For months, 
this paper has published letters to 
the editor perpetuating the myth 
that I want to privatize our Charlotte 
County Airport.

Recently, The Daily Sun published 
an article citing this as fact. This is 
fake news.

Unequivocally, I am not in favor of  
privatizing our airport. I was in favor 
of  hearing the privatization proposal 
because the presentation could have 
identified areas where the airport 
could improve. There is a huge 
difference between wanting to see 
what was in the proposal to actually 
wanting to privatize.

Our community deserves an 
airport that constantly attracts more 
businesses and high-paying jobs. I 
have not brought back more than 
$9 million of  state funding to the 

airport for a runway extension, fire 
training structure, new hangar con-
struction and aeronautics training 
facility for it to go into private hands.

Privatization is not happening — 
period. I believe our community is 
smarter than to be distracted by the 
boogeyman of privatization. It is 
a cheap scare tactic being used for 
political purposes. The real question 
is what is the vision for the airport 
over the next five years, 10 years? 
How will the airport improve?

Complacency means you fall 
behind the competition; innovation 
means you thrive. If  we were satisfied 
with an airplane, we never would 
have reached into space with a rocket. 
Flight is meant to inspire, not divide.

Rep. Michael Grant
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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Local News

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — State Rep. Michael 
Grant told the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority on Thursday he does not favor 
privatizing Punta Gorda Airport.

His comments came after he thanked 
the Charlotte County Airport Authority 
for working with the Charlotte County 
Public Schools Board in bringing 
Charlotte Technical College’s Aviation 
program to the airport.

He changed subjects and referred to 
his letter to the editor which appeared 
in The Daily Sun on Thursday in which 
he said the paper “has published letters 
to the editor perpetuating the myth that 
I want to privatize our Charlotte County 
Airport.”

He told the board he has never favored 
privatization.

“I’ve raised over $9 million for this 
airport in the past six years since I’ve 
been in the Legislature,” he said. “And 
it’s unlikely that somebody who has done 
that kind of  activity would be looking 
for privatization and having that state 
money go to a private entity.”

He said he wanted to “reinforce” that 
at the meeting.

“And if  you hear anybody talking 
about that Mike Grant was in favor of  
privatization, please shut it down,” he 
said.

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Selling 
Jell-O shots, hosting poker runs 
and tending bar for friends are 
all fundraisers Mayor for a Day 
candidates have done to raise 
money for Englewood charities.

The Pioneer Days committee
launched the Mayor for a Day
contest this week. The commit-
tee hopes at least six worthy

candidates will apply for the 
coveted title this year.

Mayor for a Day helps raise 
money for nonprofit groups
in Englewood before Pioneer 
Days. A nonprofit can nominate
someone in their group to
be the candidate, or anyone 
including business owners, can 
run for the position and donate 
the money to the charity.

Each $1 they collect is count-
ed as one vote for each candi-
date. The winner is the one who 
collects the most dollars with 
100% of  the proceeds going to
the candidate’s charity.

Grant denies 
wanting 

privatization 
for airport

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KAYLEY MILLER

Vanessa Oliver, assistant secretary/
treasurer of the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority with Rep. Michael J. 
Grant, who is her father.

SEE GRANT, 3B

Mayor for a Day candidates sought in Englewood
Pioneer Days

event helps  

local charities

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Volunteers came to the first planning meeting of the Pioneer Days event Wednesday at Elsie 
Quirk Library. They discussed the Mayor for a Day race, the Pioneer Days parade and pageant, 
Diaper Derby and Cardboard Boat Races.SEE MAYOR, 3B
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In his letter to the editor, 
Grant wrote previously he 
“was in favor of  hearing the 
privatization proposal because 
the presentation could have 
identified areas where the 
airport could improve. There 
is a huge difference between 
wanting to see what was in the 
proposal to actually wanting to 
privatize,” he wrote.

In December 2020, Grant, 
state Sen. Ben Albritton and 
state Sen. Joe Gruters were at 
the state legislative delegation 
showcase held at the Punta 

Gorda Isles Civic Association.
There, residents and com-

munity leaders had the chance 
to present requests to the 
representatives.

At the gathering, Allegiant 
Travel Co.’s Dec. 8 letter 
surfaced in which it exercised 
its veto power to kill a plan to 
privatize the airport.

The Punta Gorda City 
Council planned to ask legis-
lators to help them revive a 
lucrative privatization plan for 
PGD.

The Airport Authority, 
including Airport Authority 
Commissioner Rob Hancik, had 
already rejected the city’s plan 
to seek private partners.

And opposition from 

Charlotte County commis-
sioners caused a divided City 
Council to withdraw its strate-
gy 3-2.

However, the issue had 
not yet died. Former airport 
Commissioner Pam Seay urged 
Grant, Albritton and Gruters 
to reconsider its rejection now 
that the city was withdrawing.

A copy of  a letter from 
Allegiant to Airport CEO 
was circulating at the delega-
tion presentation, in which 
Allegiant’s CFO Greg Anderson 
wrote that the airline had seri-
ous concerns with the proposal 
to privatize PGD.

Airport Commissioner 
Vanessa Oliver spoke to The 
Daily Sun and asked why the 

airport commissioners hadn’t 
seen the proposal which includ-
ed promises of  three potential 
bidders.

Oliver is the daughter of  
Grant.

Punta Gorda Airport Public 
Information Officer Kaley 
Miller told The Daily Sun she 
assumed Authority members 
saw the investors’ proposal 
in their discussions with the 
consultant.

Anderson in his letter 
summarized federal legislation 
effectively giving Allegiant veto 
power over any privatization 
deal.

“I think that puts the nail in 
the coffin,” Hancik said.

In December 2020, at least 

two other airport commission-
ers disagreed, as well as Grant.

Proponents of  the privatiza-
tion said it was an opportunity 
for economic growth for a coun-
ty offering mostly low wage 
jobs serving more retirees.

Oliver chastised her fellow 
Authority members at the time 
for shutting down the process 
before they could review any of  
the proposals from investment 
and management companies.

In his Wednesday letter 
to the editor, Grant wrote: 
“Privatization is not happening 
— period. I believe our com-
munity is smarter than to be 
distracted by the boogeyman of  
privatization.”

GRANT
FROM PAGE 1B

“I ran for mayor and donated 
all of  the proceeds to Kids’ 
Needs of  Englewood,” said 
Kendra Jayne Porter, local 
contractor and community 
advocate. “After the race was 
over, I stuck with the charity 
and continued donating.”

Porter was invited to co-chair 
this year’s event with Jeanie 
Joyce, another community 
advocate and Pioneer Days 
board member.

“That’s the beauty of  the 
Mayor for a Day race, it brings 
recognition to local nonprofit 
groups and allows candidates to 
meet lots of  people during the 
campaign,” Joyce said. “Prior 

to Covid hitting, the last batch 
of  candidates raised $66,000 for 
charities. It’s a big deal.”

All candidates must send 
in a photo and biography of  
themselves to the committee. 
Each must attend at least two 
candidate debates.

“We take the Mayor for a Day 
serious, it’s got to be a person 
who represents Englewood, 
who makes a difference in the 
community,” said Chris Phelps, 
longtime Pioneer Days chair.

“It helps groups meet more 
people in the community and 
gives back to the community. 
The candidate picks the fund-
raisers. Some sell Jell-O shots 
and another candidate wore the 
Mayor for the Day sash every-
where they went in Englewood. 
It was a conversation starter 
and a way to make money.”

The winner gets to ride in a 
special car during the Pioneer 
Days Parade.

“When I ran for mayor, the 
charity I picked was Bikers 
Against Child Abuse. B.A.C.A. 
and it helped raise awareness 
about this group that provides 
aid, comfort, safety, and sup-
port for children who have been 
sexually, physically and emo-
tionally abused,” said Candace 
Giunta, owner of  Wiseguys 
Barbershop in Englewood East.

She sweetened her fundrais-
ing efforts by offering a chance 
to win two free haircuts every 
month for a year for a $5 dona-
tion. “We also had a poker run. 
It also helped raise awareness. I 
had a lot of  fun running for the 
Mayor for a Day and met lots of  
great people.”

The Mayor for a Day is 

one of  several Pioneer Day 
events including a cardboard 
boat race, car shows, diaper 
derby, parade, Little Miss/Mr. 
Englewood Pageant, Chalkfest, 
and three-day festival.

This year’s theme is “Back to 
the Future.”

The deadline to declare a 
Mayor for the Day candidate is 
July 15.

All money must be turned in 
by 3 p.m. Sept. 1, and the “win-
ner” will be contacted the next 
day and officially announced 
Sept. 3, opening of  this year’s 
66th Pioneer Days Festival and 
receive the “Mayor sash” and 
the special guest at the ribbon 
cutting for Pioneer Days the 
new Pioneer Plaza park.

Duties will include riding 
in a vehicle for the Parade on 
Labor Day (vehicle provided 

by the committee) and selected 
“Mayor’s Choice Award” in the 
Open Car Show on Sept. 3.

“The duties don’t stop there 
— the mayor will proudly wear 
the sash and be the Mayor for 
a Day until next Labor Day 
weekend in 2023,” Phelps said.

Public appearances may also 
be part of  the yearlong brag-
ging rights, she said.

The application should 
be completed at www.
EnglewoodPioneerDays.com. 
That’s also the place to upload a 
photo and pay the entrance fee. 
Voting will also be available at 
www.EnglewoodPioneerDays.
com through PayPal.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

MAYOR
FROM PAGE 1B
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PUNTA GORDA — Sitting in 
the tail gunner’s seat as the Berlin 
Express clawed its way through the 
air above an undeveloped expanse 
of  Charlotte County, it was easy for 
me to slip through time and imagine 
being a member of  my dad’s fl ight 
crew during World War II.

The Berlin Express never saw 
action in the European or Pacifi c 
theaters. It never left the West Coast 
during its operational days, but the 
venerable B-25 is one of  the very few 
airworthy ships of  its line.

It is at the Punta Gorda Airport 
for the weekend, thanks to the 
Experimental Aircraft Association.

The EAA is off ering rides aboard 
the Berlin Express in a price range of  
$360-$400 per passenger, eight passen-
gers at a time, but the real reason for 
the EAA’s visit had to do with a plane 
at the other end of  the airport.

Mary Dominiak, one of  the EAA’s 
volunteers, said Thursday’s fl ights 
were “thank yous” to a group of  
enthusiasts and volunteers who 
are helping with the restoration of  
another World War II-era plane, the 
B-17 known as Aluminum Overcast.

“We’re doing a tour stop, but the 
primary reason is appreciation for the 
Punta Gorda community and all of  
the people who have chipped in and 
volunteered to help save one of  the 
most special pieces of  aviation history 
in existence,” said Tom Ewing, who 
took right seat on Thursday’s fl ights 
alongside pilot Kris Riese.

“It’s only because of  the people in 
Punta Gorda that (the Overcast) will 

B-25 on display,

available for flights, 

out of Punta Gorda 

Airport this weekend

SUN PHOTOS BY STEVE LINEBERRY

A view from a window of Charlotte County aboard the B-25 Mitchell bomber.

Chuck Britton, a Vietnam veteran, looks 
out of the machine gunner’s window, of the 
B-25 Mitchell Bomber, during a fl ight.

The B-25 Mitchell Bomber 
— “The Berlin Express”

30 Minutes over
Charlotte Harbor

SEE HARBOR, 4A

Ken Halliday, B-25 Mitchell 
bomber crew chief, gives a 
safety briefi ng to passengers 
before the plane fl ight.

Kris Riese is lead pilot of 
the B-25 Mitchell bomber, 
“The Berlin Express.”

Living at its Best!
Waterfront

shellpoint.org/seminarsad
no

=3
84
83
21
-1

sophia
Highlight

clipper
Highlight



PAGE 4A SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2022    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

ever fly again,” Ewing 
said. “If  not for this 
airport, these people, 
these volunteers, that 
piece of  history would go 
away and it would end up 
in some kind of  museum 
and the only thing people 
would know about the 
sacrifice and heroism of  
the World War II bomber 
crews is what you could 
put on a little display 
sign.”

The Overcast will head 
to Arcadia, where it will 
spend the next year or so 
undergoing a restoration. 
Once finished, it will take 
to the skies alongside 
the Berlin Express and 
the vintage aircraft will 
continue to tell their 
stories one flight at a time 
as a visceral, real-world 
experience.

For me, the flight of  
the Berlin Express was 
something more than 
that. It was an opportuni-
ty to reach out and touch 
the soul of  a father who 
passed away before my 
third birthday.

Sitting in the tail, 
racing over that small 
patch of  Charlotte County 
swampland in high heat, 
my father’s missions 
in New Guinea and the 
Philippines leapt from a 
box of  flight logs, pictures 
and medals and spread 
beneath me in the mind’s 
eye.

CATCH-25
Ewing is adamant about 

reminding people of  the 
B-25’s role in waging — 
and ending — World War 
II.

He recounted the flight 
of  Doolittle’s Raiders, 16 
B-25s that improbably 
took off from the deck 
of  the USS Hornet four 
months after Pearl 
Harbor and rained 
terror on Tokyo during a 
daring, one-way flight.

Those 30 seconds over 

Tokyo were meant to do 
just that — rain terror. 
The bombs did little 
physical damage, but 
the entire Japanese war 
strategy was fatefully 
altered by the realization 
America had the capacity 
to strike the homeland so 
early on.

“They held four 
fighter groups back after 
Doolittle,” Ewing said. 
“Otherwise, they would 
have gone out into the 
Pacific. They ended up 
extending the defensive 
perimeter around the 
Pacific Rim instead of  
sending them to a little 
place called Midway 
Island.”

The Battle of  Midway 
is considered the turning 
point of  the war in the 
Pacific. Perhaps without 
Doolitte’s B-25s, the 
Japanese presence would 
have been overwhelming, 
leading the battle to a 
different outcome.

The B-25 was intro-
duced in 1941 and more 
than 10,000 would be 
produced. Some went 
to Europe, but the bulk 
went to the Asia-Pacific 
theater. The RAF flew 
900 B-25s. The Soviets 

received more than 850. 
Various Chinese entities 
received more than 130.

On Nov. 11, 1942 
in Columbia, South 
Carolina, a 23-year-old 
man from Topeka, 
Kansas became one of  
the first officers in the 
newly formed 345th 
Bombardment Group’s 
498th squadron. He would 
learn to fly B-25s over 
the South Carolina sand 
hills, dropping dummy 
bombs on Lake Murray 
to the northwest of  
Columbia and crashing 
a trainer just outside 
Greenville.

Training complete, the 
345th moved across the 
country and boarded a 
ship in San Francisco for 
the journey to Australia. 
Shortly after arrival, 
their B-25C and B-25D 
ships were transformed 
into the war’s most 
formidable strafers, 
their medium-bombing 
missions exchanged for 
implementation of  tree-
top terror.

By then, the young 
man from Topeka had 
risen through the ranks 
to squadron commander. 
For the next two years, 

the 498th and the rest 
of  the 345th pounded 
Japanese positions 
from Wewak to Rabaul 
to Biak and on into the 
Philippines.

Meanwhile in 
December 1943, a B-25H 
with a serial number of  
43-4432 was accepted into 
service. It was the 327th 
of  roughly 1,000 H models 
to come off the Kansas 
City and California 
assembly lines. It served 
out the war as an admin-
istrative aircraft in the 
Pacific Northwest.

After the war, it 
was sold as surplus 
and passed through a 
series of  owners until 
it landed in the hands 
of  Tallmantz Aviation. 
It was given a facelift 
and sent to Hollywood. 
There, it would play the 
role of  a ship named the 
Berlin Express in the 1970 
movie version of  Joseph 
Heller’s novel, Catch-22.

In 1975, the EAA took 
ownership and restored 
it to its original condi-
tion, but kept the Berlin 
Express moniker and 
artwork, which features a 
cartoonish mug of  Hitler 
in a set of  crosshairs.

30 MINUTES OVER 
CHARLOTTE HARBOR

In flight, I moved 
quickly from the tail 
gunner position to the 
nose gunner’s seat 
as the Berlin Express 
turned back toward 
PGD. Coming in low 
over the water, wind 
rippling through my 
clothes as I looked out 
over the twin .50-caliber 
machine guns, I thought 
of  the servicemen lost 
during the countless B-25 
missions throughout 
the war. I was thankful 
my father wasn’t among 
them, though he nearly 
gave his life on a mission 
over Rabaul that would 
earn him a Distinguished 
Flying Cross.

That run was immor-
talized in a painting 
titled “Parafrags on 
Rabaul” in which my 

father’s ship, Little 
Nell, is seen dropping 
parafrag ordnance along 
the shoreline of  Simpson 
Harbour. The painting, 
by celebrated aviation 
artist Jack Fellows, is 
signed and hangs on my 
home office wall.

The mission took place 
during the same month 
the Berlin Express rolled 
off the assembly line. 
Funny, those little things 
that link our present 
with our past.

It’s a link I will cherish 
on the heels of  an experi-
ence I’ll never forget.

Flights for the public 
will be available through 
Sunday afternoon at 
Punta Gorda Airport. 
For reservations, 
call 800-359-6217 or 
920-379-4244.

HARBOR
FROM PAGE 1A

SUN PHOTOS BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Ken Halliday, crew chief of the B-25 Mitchell bomber, helps the EAA 545 
members into the B-25 for their ride over Charlotte County.

Tom Ewing, pilot of the B-25 Mitchell bomber, gave 
a historical overview of the B-25 and its impact in 
World War II during The Doolittle Raid and the The 
Battle of Midway.

The Mitchell B-25 takes off for a flight over 
Charlotte County.

Fred and Meg’s home was the perfect size for them – 
10 years and two kids ago. When they needed to add a 
bedroom, their home equity line of credit with LMCU 
made it easy. Now Fred and Meg are loving their new 
space and already planning their next home project.

• No fees or out-of-pocket
 costs in most cases**
• Fixed rate home equity
 loans also available

Get started today. Call (866) 532-2914
or visit HomeEquity.LMCU.org

— Fred and Meg, LMCU members

HOME EQUITY
RATES AS LOW AS

3.74%*

APR

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Best rate available to well qualified borrowers with under 80% Combined Loan to Value (CLTV). Your rate may be higher based on your specific CLTV, term, and credit score. Rates as of 5/9/22 and subject to change after 
account opening. HELOC rates are variable and based on the current index margin; rates will not exceed 12%. Home Equity loans are available for properties located in Michigan or Florida. Fees may differ in Florida. Terms, loan amount maximums, 
and other restrictions apply. Call or see branch for details. $5 membership required if not a member. **If home value is not available through LMCU’s Automated Valuation Model, an appraisal may be required. Certain unique property acquisitions 
including inherited or newly constructed homes may require full title. ***Contest ends 7/8/2022. You can enter once per day for the duration of the contest. Entrant must be 18 or older and a Michigan or Florida resident. One-time entry using an 
LMCU ATM may become available during the sweepstakes. For a complete list of contest rules visit www.LMCU.org. NMLS #442967. Fred and Meg are LMCU members and were compensated for their participation.
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OUR VIEW

Free pass to Legislature cheats voters
OUR POSITION: Democrats 
should be ashamed they 
cannot offer candidates in so 
many races for a seat in the 
Florida House and Senate
.

F lorida is falling into an 
autocracy. And Democrats 
have to shoulder much of  

the blame.
As Florida becomes a solid 

red state, as opposed to “pur-
ple” prior to the Ron DeSantis 
victory, Republican office 
holders find themselves on 
more solid ground than ever. 
And they have a huge treasure 
chest of  funding to fall back on 
— especially in congressional 
races and key state races.

All indications are Democrats 
are too often throwing up their 
hands instead of  spending 
money and time challenging 
strong Republican candidates.

The lack of  opposition cheats 
voters of  opportunities to hear 
the issues debated in public. 

And it cheats every citizen of  
making sure their best interests 
are served by someone who has 
to earn a seat at the table, not 
have it given to them.

According to the Tampa Bay 
Times, Democrats failed to 
offer a candidate in 15 of  the 
40 races for a seat in the state 
Senate. And, no Democrat 
filed to contest 41 of  the 120 
openings for the state House of  
Representatives.

Look no further than 
Sarasota and Charlotte counties 
for examples.

There are no Democrat 
opponents this November for 
James Buchanan, Republican 
state representative in District 
74; Michael Grant, Republican 
state rep for District 75; or 
Spencer Roach, Republican 
state rep for District 76.

The lack of  candidates in 
local races is disappointing 
too — even those that are 
nonpartisan. Not one Charlotte 

County race for School Board, 
County Commission or the 
Punta Gorda Airport Authority 
will be decided in November. 
The winner of  seats that need 
to be filled will emerge from the 
August primaries.

We asked Teresa Jenkins, 
chair of  the Charlotte County 
Democratic Party, if  the 
problem is money or a general 
feeling of  futility in an area 
where Republicans are a solid 
majority.

“We are disappointed 
too,” she said of  the lack of  
candidates.

“We have candidates when 
we’re going against the real 
radical right opponents, like 
Greg Steube,” Jenkins said 
of  Andrea Kale, a North Port 
Democrat who is taking on 
Steube. “But, especially in 
Charlotte County, there are not 
a lot of  issues or people unhap-
py with how things are going.

“And,” she added, “you have 

to look at our demographics. 
We have a lot of  retirees who 
came here to enjoy (the good 
life) and they like their rec-
reation.” She said it is more 
difficult to find older people 
who want the hassle and the 
work it takes to campaign.

Jenkins said, however, there 
are closet Democrats who run 
for office as Republicans.

“That’s the sad part,” she 
said. “They believe they have to 
have an R by their name to get 
elected.”

The Democrat chair said 
running for office during the 
contentious feuding between 
parties can be scary.

“There are death threats,” 
she said. “I have even had them. 
But candidates, Democrats and 
those perceived to be RINOs, 
have even had threats made 
against their families.”

We don’t doubt that much, 
perhaps all, of  Jenkins’ charges 
and excuses are on target. 

Running for office — both for 
Republicans and Democrats — 
takes courage and a thick skin. 
Stories about national candi-
dates for office being threatened 
are becoming more and more 
common as the chasm between 
left and right grows wider and 
deeper.

Republicans, in Florida 
at least, have tapped into a 
groundswell of  uneasiness with 
the Democrat agenda. They’ve 
found a champion in Gov. Ron 
DeSantis who shows no fear 
in speaking his mind. Couple 
all that with the generosity of  
supporters and it’s a difficult 
challenge for Democrats to 
overcome.

Still, we’re disappointed to 
see so many uncontested seats, 
especially in the state House 
and Senate where more and 
more laws and rules are being 
passed that restrict the power 
of  local governments and 
impact our lives.

HAVE SOMETHING  
TO SAY?

Letters are welcome on virtually 

any subject, but we do have some 

rules. Please keep them to less 

than 250 words. Letters will be 

edited to length as well as for 

grammar and spelling. All letters 

must be signed with full name 

—  not initials. An address and tele-

phone number must be included, 

but will not be published. Due to

the number of letters received, we 

are able to run only one letter per 

person per month. 

Opinions and statements made 

in letters are solely those of the 

individual writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, 

Letters to the Editor, 23170 

Harborview Road, Charlotte 

Harbor, FL 33980, or email them 

to letters@yoursun.com. Further 

questions, call 941-681-3003.

Where do our reps 
stand on Social
Security?
Editor:

There is a clear contrast 
between Democrats and 
Republicans on Social
Security. Most voters,
however, aren’t hearing about 
it.

This is a tale of  two
competing plans for Social
Security: 1) the Larson plan, 
called Social Security 2100, 
which has over 200 sponsors 
and 2) Senator Rick Scott’s 
11 Point Governing Agenda 
that will “sunset” (end) Social
Security.

The Larson plan calls for 
expanding Social Security 
benefits, including increasing
the annual Cost of  Living
Adjustment (COLA). The 
Scott plan calls for phasing
out Social Security unless 
Congress votes to reauthorize 
it every five years.

It’s time for voters to 
reach out to their Congress
members to get them on 
the record: Do they support 
Larson’s plan to expand Social
Security, or do they support 
Scott’s plan to destroy Social 
Security?

Call your representative.
Find out where they stand on 
Social Security.

Voters want to know their
answers, especially before the 
November elections.

Shelley Klein
Port Charlotte

Disney’s price hikes rob 
people of their dreams
Editor:

I am so disappointed that 
the Disney Corporation is now 
outpricing itself  from people
Walt Disney himself  wanted to
bring the joy of  his vision.

I was at the original Disney 
only a couple of  years after it
opened and I still have those 
wonderful memories. Growing 
up only a few towns away 
from Disneyland, it was an
integral part of  my life, both
as a child and as an adult.

When I moved to Florida 
the first thing I wanted to
do was go to Disney World. I 
have been almost every year
for extended stays for the
past 20 years. Since opening 
after the closure, due to the 
pandemic, it has come back 
like a vulture, pray on people’s
dreams, both young and old.

The everyday person can 
now not afford to share in
the wonder of  Disney’s (the 
man) original dream. To share 
his vision of  fantasy with
everyone regardless of  age 
and background.

Shame on you Disney
Corporation!

Eleanor Brew
Punta Gorda

Age just a number for 
Commissioner Deutsch
Editor:

A few people say Stephen 
R. Deutsch is too old to
serve as a Charlotte County 
commissioner. Here are a few 
examples of  people with great 
accomplishments after they 
turned 80:

• Leonid Hurwicz earned a 
Nobel Prize in economics at
age 90.

• Rosemary Smith still drove 
a Formula One Renault race
car at age 82.

• William Shatner became 
the first 90-year-old in space.

• Pablo Picasso, at age 87, 
produced 347 engravings in
one year.

Stephen R. Deutsch has:
• Never missed a regular 

session of  the Charlotte
County Commission.

• Been an active church
member.

• Supported the Homeless 
Coalition, Habitat for 
Humanity and YMCA.

• Been active in veterans’
affairs.

• Been a strong supporter 
of  law enforcement, first
responders and firefighters.

• Been accessible and
dedicated to the people of
Charlotte County.

Let’s not let age 
interfere with the great 
accomplishments Stephen 
R. Deutsch has made in his
position as Charlotte County

commissioner.
Age equals experience and 

great accomplishments for 
Charlotte County.

Jeffrey Anlauf
Port Charlotte

Get facts straight on oil
production, profits
Editor:

Today’s Daily Sun (June 14)
has another letter from either
an uneducated or just another
retrumplican, same thing in 
many cases.

On Biden’s first day in office 
he halted construction of  the 
remainder of  the Keystone
Pipeline. The pipeline was 
not transporting any crude 
because it was not completed
yet, scheduled completion was 
sometime in 2023.

The writer complains that
Biden halted leases to oil 
companies. The major oil 
companies currently have 
more than 9,000 leases, they 
are not drilling on any of  
them. Their top executives 
have admitted the reason
is because they are making
massive profits by raising the 
price rather than spending
money to drill more.

He complains because we
were energy independent 
when Trump was president,

We were energy 
independent for two months in 
2019, the pandemic kept people 
off the highways thus using
less fuel.

In 2021 the U.S. imported 
about 8.5 million barrels
daily. The writer thinks this 
is because of  Bicen. Wrong 
again. In that same time
period 2021, oil companies 
exported about 8.6 million
daily. Why? Because it is more
profitable for them.

They have openly admitted
this.

The president has no power 
to stop this. The United States
is a capitalist society not a
communistic society.

I know these facts will just 
fly over the writer’s head, 
but anyone can check them
out with a few taps on their 
keyboard.

Jean A DelBonis
Rotonda West

Authority incumbent is 
doing a good job
Editor:

When it comes to the 
Airport Authority election,
I can get confused by those 
supporting both candidates. 
Both candidates and their
supporters accuse their 
opponents of  things their 
opponents deny.

I would like to believe that
both candidates are passionate
about service and are good 
people. I don’t know either
candidate or their supporters.

So, who I vote for? I will 
base my decision on this 
question: has the Airport 
Authority been run in an 

acceptable fashion? I believe 
that those on the authority
are doing their job which is
to effectively run the airport, 
expand the travel destinations, 
encourage new carriers,
and keep the fees among the 
lowest in the nation for an 
airport of  its size and growth.

I won’t gamble losing proven 
experience. For that reason, I 
will vote for the incumbent.

Roger Klotz
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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COMMENTARY

There was much joy and 
celebration as The Leadership 
Charlotte Class of  2022 had 
their graduation last Friday 
evening at the Charlotte Harbor 
Event and Conference Center. 
The class had a phenomenal 
experience learning about 
all aspects of  how Charlotte 
County operates. They had the 
opportunity to meet community 
leaders, gain an understanding 
of  community challenges, and 
meet the incredible people who 
combat those challenges. Last 
but certainly not least, life-long 
friendships have been made.

In addition to their expe-
rience, the class put on an 
amazing 80’s Glow Gala Event 
recognizing mental health. 
The beneficiaries of  the event 
proceeds were: Guardian Ad 
Litem Foundation, the Family 
Services Center, Animal 
Welfare League, and Charlotte 
Behavioral Health Care.

Congratulations to the 
Leadership Charlotte Class of  
2022:

• Adrienne Andreae, Re/Max
Harbor Realty

• Rose Askew-Hergenhan,
Commodore, Isles Yacht Club

• Cristin Beverly, Realtors of
Punta Gorda, Port Charlotte, 
North Port & Desoto

• Eric Burke, Charlotte
County Sheriff’s Office

• Christine Carey, Valerie’s
House

• 

Teresa De Costa, Ashley, Brown 
& Smith, CPA’s

• Becca Eldredge, The
Loveland Center

• John Elias, Charlotte
County Public Works

• Dr. Christina Gonzalez,
Private Practice

• John Heck, Jr., Charlotte
County Sheriff’s Office

• BJ Jones, Michael Saunders
& Company

• David Lane, Charlotte
County Clerk’s Office

• Ray Laroche, Charlotte
County Airport Authority

• Ryan Lybeck, Ambitrans
Ambulance

• Nicole Peet, Farr Law Firm
• Cam Pennant, Charlotte

County
• Kim Phillips, Merrill Lynch
• Barbara Roche, Port

Charlotte Town Center mall
• Kimberly Rubino, The

McCrory Law Firm
• Callie Stahl, Peace River

Wildlife Center

• Sean Walter, Punta Gorda/
Englewood Beach Visitor & 
Convention Bureau

• Greg Winkler, Florida
Southwestern College/
Collegiate High School

• Omar Zucco, The Daily Sun
Charlotte County Chamber

activities
Networking at Noon (member 

event): Wednesday, July 13, 
1:45 a.m.–1 p.m. at Laishley 
Crab House, 150 Laishley Ct., 
Punta Gorda. Reservations and 
meal selections are required. 
To RSVP, visit charlottecounty-
chamber.org or call the cham-
ber office at 941-627-2222.

Third Wednesday Coffee (mem-
ber event): Wednesday, July 20, 
8–9 a.m. at Charlotte Harbor 
Event & Conference Center, 
75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda. 
Program: Candidates Forum. 
Hear from the candidates run-
ning in the primary election.

Business Card Exchange 
(member event): Thursday, 
July 28, 5–7 p.m., at The Daily 
Sun, 23170 Harborview Rd., 
Port Charlotte. Bring a gift to 
promote your business. Bring 
plenty of  business cards.

SPECIAL EVENT
New Member Orientation 

(member event): Friday, July 
22, 8–9 a.m. Charlotte County 
Chamber Office, 2702 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte. This is a 

great opportunity for our new 
members to get fully informed 
the of  available benefits to 
ensure maximum return of  
their investment.

New Teachers’ Breakfast: 
Thursday, July 28, 7:30–
8:45 a.m. at Charlotte Harbor 
Event & Conference Center, 
75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda. 
Charlotte County Public 
Schools will be welcoming 
approximately 200 new 
teachers. We are looking 
for our members to sponsor 
a new teacher. Sponsoring 
a new teacher is $45. Each 
sponsor has the opportunity 
to provide 200 items for the 
New Teachers’ Goodie Bags. 
If  you would like to sponsor a 
new teacher, visit our website 
charlottecountychamber.org 
or call the chamber office at 
941-627-2222.

Ribbon Cuttings (all are
welcome)

Ribbon cuttings are an effec-
tive way to meet the business 
owners (and fellow chamber 
members) in an informal 
atmosphere and develop those 
great connections. Plus, you 
get familiar with their prod-
ucts and services provided. If  
your schedule allows, please 
take the time to show your 
support and attend our ribbon 
cuttings.

Carpenter Homes: Wednesday, 
June 29, 5:30 p.m., 1804 

Tamiami Trail, Suite E-3, 
Port Charlotte. Refreshments, 
snacks, and cake will be 
provided.

Bert’s Black-Widow Harley 
Davidson (showroom grand 
opening): noon, Friday, July 
1, 2224 El Jobean Road, Port 
Charlotte. Following the 
ribbon cutting ceremony, 
lunch will be provided by the 
Twisted Fork.

Stepping Stone Kids Therapy: 
Thursday, July 7, 5:30 p.m. at 
22655 Bayshore Rd., Unit 160, 
Punta Gorda.

JB’s Corner Café (one-year 
anniversary): Tuesday, July 
12, 5:30 p.m. at 1533 Rio De 
Janiero, Suite 1, Punta Gorda.

Bricks & Minifigs (grand 
opening): Saturday, July 16, 
10 a.m. at 1700 Tamiami Trail, 
Unit A-5, Port Charlotte – VIP 
Sneak Peak for Chamber 
members and guests at 
9:30 a.m. Meet and greet 
Master Lego contestants. 
Raffles.

Suncoast One Title & Closings 
(new Punta Gorda location): 
Tuesday, July 26, 5:30 p.m. at 
103 W. Marion Ave., Suite 101, 
Punta Gorda.

Bob White is executive director 
of  the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce.

Congratulations Leadership Charlotte Class of 2022

BOB WHITE
Charlotte County Chamber
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The Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office reported the following arrests:

• Jessica Lauren Burgwinkel,
27, of  Conn. Charges: possession 
of  marijuana, possession of  drug 
paraphernalia and possession of  
a controlled substance without a
prescription. Bond: $6,000.

• Gregory James Bores, 57,
15500 block of  Lime Drive, Punta 
Gorda. Charges: possession of  
amphetamine with intent to 
sell, possession of  a controlled
substance without a prescription
and possession of  drug para-
phernalia. Bond: $25,000.

• Pamela Dawn Peak, 52, 15500
block of  Mapletree Drive, Punta 
Gorda. Charges: trafficking
amphetamine, possession of  a 
controlled substance without
a prescription, possession of
methamphetamine with attempt
to sell, and possession of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: $50,000.

• Brandy Nicole Roth Gibson, 
37, 1300 block of  Hemlock
Avenue, Punta Gorda. Charges: 
three counts of  possession of  a 
controlled substance without
a prescription, possession of
drug paraphernalia, failure to
register motor vehicle, driving 
while license suspended and two 
counts of  off-bond/forfeiture/
revocations. Bond: none.

• Janeshi Battle Qualonda, 
36, of  23500 block of  Charleston
Circle, Punta Gorda. Charges: 

grand theft and fail to disclose
public facts. Bond: $15,000.

• Karl Leslie Patureau, 63, 
26100 block of  Angelica Road,
Punta Gorda. Charges: traffick-
ing amphetamine, possession
of drug paraphernalia, use of  
two-way device to facilitate
a felony, and possession of  a 
controlled substance without a
prescription. Bond: $160,000.

• David Joseph Caro, 34, 500
block of  Highlands Avenue, Port 
Charlotte. Charges: possession of  
a controlled substance without a
prescription, possession of  drug 
paraphernalia, and possession 
of  opium. Bond: $30,000.

• Joshua Scot Roberts, 28, of
Chattanooga, Tenn. Charge: 
DUI. Bond: $500.

The North Port Police Department
reported the following arrests:

• Kyle Coble Ralston, 32, 7500
block of  Berwick Street, North 
Port. Charge: violation of  proba-
tion. Bond: none.

• Alonzo Eli Junior Forbes,
21, 100 block of  San Antonio 
Avenue, North Port. Charge: 
petty theft. Bond: $500.

• Armando Cole Kleiss, 22,
21400 block of  Glendale Avenue, 
Port Charlotte. Charges: two
out-of-county warrants. Bond:
none.

Compiled by Daniel Sutphin

POLICE BEAT

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Officials 
with the Punta Gorda City 
Council and the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority hope 
this week’s meeting is the start 
of  a long relationship.

The two boards have a 
joint workshop planned for 
Wednesday. The workshop 
begins at 10 a.m. at the Punta 
Gorda Isles Civic Association, 
2001 Shreve St., Punta Gorda.

“The purpose 
of  this meeting is 
to open up lines 
of  communica-
tion between our 
two boards and 
staff members 
who govern 
each,” Punta 
Gorda Mayor 
Lynne Mathews 
said.

“We have to 
grow togeth-
er,” Airport 
Authority 
Commission 
Chair Robert 
Hancik said.

The airport is outside of  the 
city limits but brings in thou-
sands of  tourists and potential 

residents year round.
The city is pursuing annex-

ing lands within the airport’s 
flight range.

Housing development is ram-
pant around the city limits and 
also exists around the airport.

“We’re in this together,” 
Hancik said. “The city is part 
of  Charlotte County, and 
the airport belongs to all the 
residents of  Charlotte County, 
which includes Punta Gorda. 
This (meeting we hope) is 
going to develop at least into an 
annual update meeting between 
the two agencies.”

Over the last few years, the 
two agencies have dealt with 
complications arising from 
development.

One issue focused on privat-
ization of  the airport — cur-
rently publicly owned — with 
the city considering possi-
bilities of  airport ownership 
and, more recently, avigation 
easements dealing with new 
housing developments within 
the flight range of  the airport.

The city never moved 
forward with those possibilities 
and the conversation ended.

Avigation easements are 
created to deal with noise from 
airplanes. That conversation 
also went away.

“I have no desire to revisit 
things that happened in the 
past; however, I am sure that 
subject will come up during 
the meeting,” Matthews said. 
“If  so, I will speak on behalf  

of  the city and state that we 
need to clear the air and start 
fresh. There was a lot of  false 
narrative being spread through 
social media platforms and 
unfortunately put both of  our 
boards in a bad light.”

Matthews added that the 
boards have to be a team.

“We must work together for 
the greater good of  the com-
munity, and this meeting is to 
facilitate better lines of  commu-
nication to do so,” she said.

Assistant City Manager 
Melissa Reichert said the city 
plans to work with the airport 
on their mutual future.

“We look forward to 

relationship building with a 
clear and open communication 
that a workshop setting helps 
facilitate,” Reichert said. “The 
CCAA and the city have com-
mon interests in the economic 
vitality of  the community and 
quality of  life for residents.”

Reichert added that 
Wednesday’s meeting provides 
a forum to seek common 
ground.

“A similar meeting is being 
scheduled with the Charlotte 
County Board of  County 
Commissioners later this 
summer,” she said.

Hancik said the joint meeting 
is something both agencies 

wanted to do and looked 
forward to doing.

“There is no question in my 
mind that the joint meeting is 
something that we both want 
to do,” he said. “I think, as 
far as the Airport Authority 
is concerned, and I also think 
Charlotte County, we want to 
dispel that there are any hard 
feelings or a rift between the 
two organizations. We are here, 
and we are going to be here 
forever. We need to cooperate 
and we need to grow together.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Airport officials want to ‘grow together’
Joint meeting 

planned for 

Wednesday
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Allegiant planes at Punta Gorda Airport.
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STAFF REPORT

NORTH PORT — One North 
Port man was hospitalized in 
intensive care and another
jailed on a felony charge 
following a fight over the 
weekend, police reported 
Monday.

The incident happened at 
9:56 p.m. Saturday on the 1200 
block of  Cathedall Avenue.
Police were sent there for
a fight, said Josh Taylor, 
the police department’s 

spokesperson, in
a statement.

When officers 
arrived, the 
found a man
lying on his
back in front 
of  the home,
unconscious and 

not breathing.
Emergency workers started 

life-saving measures and were
able to obtain a pulse.

They took the man, who was
not named in the report, to 

Sarasota Memorial Hospital ER 
in North Port.

Meanwhile, witnesses 
told police that Jason Paul
Sternquist, 49, who lives on the
3500 block of  Winer Road, was 
the other man involved in the
fight.

Witnesses said the victim and
Sternquist had been “feuding” 
for two years, and that
Sternquist was driving around
the block in his SUV.

Sternquist got out of  his 
vehicle walked over to the 

victim who was sitting in his 
vehicle. Sternquist reached into 
the vehicle and grabbed his
cellphone out of  his hand.

The two fought, and the 
victim “who has a history of
medical issues, collapsed and 
needed life saving measures,”
police reported. Officers 
said the man had a “heart 
condition.”

Sternquist left in his SUV.
Police tracked down 

Sternquist and arrested him
Sunday on charges of  battery

and burglary of  an occupied 
conveyance, a felony, and
battery, a misdemeanor. He
was booked into the Sarasota 
County Jail, where his initial
bond was set at $8,000 for 
the two charges. He released 
Monday on bond.

“Our victim in this case is 
currently at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital Main Campus in 
intensive care,” Taylor said in
a statement Monday. “Addition 
charges may be filed, depending 
on the outcome.”

Cops: One man arrested following fight, the other in intensive care

STERNQUIST

By BARB RICHARDSON
SUN CORRESPONDENT

SARASOTA — Circuit Judge 
Andrea McHugh has requested 
written arguments in the 
trial between three for-profit 
hospitals and Sarasota County 

over payments for the care of
indigent patients.

At the conclusion of  the four-
day nonjury trial Thursday, 
McHugh directed the attorneys
for the hospitals and the county
to provide written arguments 
for her consideration within 
45 days before she makes a 
ruling.

The protracted litigation
which began in 2008 involves
claims by the hospitals that
the county owes them more
than $500 million for that care
provided to indigent patients.

Putting that amount into con-
text, the current county budget 
is $1.5 billion and County 
Administrator Jonathan Lewis 
is proposing a $1.4 billion
budget for fiscal year 2023.

The hospitals — Englewood 
Community Hospital (now
HCA Florida Englewood 
Hospital), Venice Hospital (now 
ShorePoint Health Venice),
and Doctor’s Hospital (now
HCA Florida Sarasota Doctors 
Hospital) — attempted to prove 
through their witnesses that 
a special act of  the Florida 

Legislature and local ordinanc-
es created an express contract
requiring payment by the coun-
ty for the services rendered.

Witnesses for the hospitals 
testified that collectively they 
had provided treatment to more
than 40,000 medically indigent 
patients since 2008.

The county, calling former 
Deputy County Administrator
Dave Bullock and former 
Deputy County Attorney Alan 
Roddy as witnesses, argued it
was protected by the doctrine 
of  sovereign immunity, and 

further, that a special act 
cannot remove its sovereign
immunity shield.

McHugh did not indicate
how soon she would make a
ruling in the case once the 
attorneys submit their written
arguments, which are due by
mid-August.

However the judge rules,
it will likely be appealed as
has been the case with other 
rulings in the litigation.

Email: barbara 
richardson996@gmail.com

Judge asks for written arguments in hospital litigation
Hospitals sue 

Sarasota County 

for $500 million 

over indigent care

STAFF REPORT

NORTH PORT — Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s deputies are 
asking the public to help them 
find Wendy Hanleck.

She is considered 
endangered, and may be in 
the North Port area, the CCSO 

stated in an email.
Hanlek, who lives at Arnold 

Avenue in Port Charlotte, was 
last seen Thursday evening at 
her home.

The sheriff’s office released 
a missing persons alert on 
Wednesday on Facebook, but 
deputies have not been able to 

find her.
She is driving a silver 2015 

Chevy Spark. The Florida 
license tag id 11BGRD.

Anyone with information on 
Hanleck’s location, is asked 
to call the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office immediately at
941-639-2101.

Missing: Sheriff’s Office  

searching for Wendy Hanleck

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY CCSO

Wendy L. Hanleck Wendy L. Hanleck car
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta 
Gorda Airport CEO James 
Parish was named the 2021 Air 
Carrier Airport Manager of  the 
Year by the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Southern 
Region Airports Division.

The award is given to an 

airport pro-
fessional who 
exemplifies 
excellence in 
airport manage-
ment, demon-
strates excep-
tional leadership, 
works to pro-

mote the aviation industry and 
has achieved efficiencies and 
improved productivity in their 
organization, according to an 
airport news release.

“This is definitely a 
team award, as our airport 
stakeholders are working 
together to increase airline 
destinations amidst the 

growing shortage of  aviation 
professionals,” Parish said. 
“Thanks to our small but 
resilient staff, and our forward-
thinking CCAA Board, we can 
close the gap by welcoming 
new airport partners and 
strengthening the fabric of  
the entire Southwest Florida 
region.”

Parish was honored for 
his strategic leadership in 
growing air service while 
also making PGD key to the 
future of  aviation workforce 
development.

Parish and his team mapped 
out continued growth in 
commercial air service by 

relocating existing general 
aviation and FBO activities to 
the new PGD Air Center in the 
airport’s Aviation Expansion 
Area on the north side.

PGD has also attracted new 
commercial flight schools Jet 
Access Flight Training and 
Paragon Flight Training to 
become tenants of  the PGD Air 
Center, opening in the fall.

Charlotte Technical College 
opened its FAA-approved 
Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School at PGD in 
August 2021.

Parish was not only integral 
in helping CTC secure its 
initial space at PGD, he and 

the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority advocated for — and 
were notified of  — $3 million 
approved in the Florida state 
budget for a larger facility.

Under Parish’s leadership, 
and with the CARES Act 
Airport Grants, the CCAA 
retained a strong financial 
position despite unpredictable 
circumstances.

The CCAA achieved a 
27% operating margin and 
maintained cash reserves of  
$30-plus million in fiscal year 
2020-21.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Punta Gorda Airport CEO named FAA manager of the year
‘This is definitely 

a team award,’ 
Parish says after 
announcement

PARISH

Although they lived 
only about an hour’s 
distance from one another, 
Walsh did not meet her
future husband, Mike,
until a Christmas party in 
1991. They married three
years later.

“I had a camera since 
I was a teenager,” she
said, “but got more into 
photography when we 
moved to Florida around
2009. Mike bought me my 
first digital camera in 2005, 
against my will, because 
I was spending a lot of
money on film. Once we
moved to Florida, I started 
going to photo clubs and
a neighbor was really into
digital photography. It just 
kept growing from there.”

Her passion really 
escalated when she met 
the person who would be-
come her mentor — Serge 
Ramelli, an international-
ly renowned photographer 
based in Paris, who runs 
the PhotoSerge Institute 
of  Photography.

He also is one of  the 
top teachers of  a photo 
editing platform called 
LightRoom. Walsh grad-
uated from his academy
about two years ago, and
now assists him in operat-
ing the online institute.

“One of  the things 
that I’ve learned from
Serge is that lighting is so
important,” she said. “Just
the time of day, when you 
go and take photos is so
important. You don’t, for 
example, go out in the
middle of  the day when 
the harsh shadows are 
out. You go when the sun 
is low in the sky, either 
early or late in the day. It 
brings out the beauty of  
the location.”

Walsh said she has an
app on her phone that tells 
her exactly the moment
when the sun will rise on
the horizon. She and Mike
will often leave the house 
in the dark in order to set 
up their equipment and be 
ready at the exact moment 
when the morning light is 
at its peak.

“A year ago in March, I 
tried to capture the Milky 
Way at Venice Beach,” 
she said. “We got up in
the middle of  the night 

and we were on the beach
at 3:30 in the morning. 
Complete darkness. It was 
quite creepy, actually. 
Had to use flashlights 
to see our way around.
I captured it above the 
beach lifeguard station. 
Shooting the Milky Way is 
not my passion, but it was
a wonderful experience to
check off our bucket list.”

Walsh said she can
easily spend hours editing
one image using applica-
tions like LightRoom and 
Photoshop.

“I also use a program 
called Topaz where I can
give photographs different
types of  a painterly look 
and it does the brush-
strokes for me. Because 
I was an art teacher first
and studied art history, 
I know different types of  
painting styles.

“I gravitate toward the 
impressionistic style. It’s
a good practice for me
because I can let go of  
the professionalism of
the non-painterly images,
where I spend a lot of  time 
on them, and it’s kind of  
like a freeing, abstract
process.

“I do have some painting 
that I have done. If  you 
had asked me 20 years 
ago my favorite medium, I 

would have said painting. 
My favorite now would be 
photography because I’m 
really into it.”

Walsh’s portfolio
includes landscapes and 
architecture in Florida, 
Europe and Asia. The 
couple lived on Florida’s 
east coast, and later
Parrish, before moving to
Venice three and a half  
years ago.

They love the history 
and small-town feel of
the community as well as
the abundance of  great 
restaurants. She also 
loves the abundance of  
great opportunities for 
photographs.

“When we moved to 
Venice, my photography
exploded because I have 
so many more nice places 
to photograph. When we
lived in Parrish, we had 
to drive 45 minutes to get 
anywhere. But here, we’ll
say, ‘the sky looks cool. 
Let’s just drive over to the 
pier,’ and we can be there
in a matter of  minutes. 
There’s really something
special here.”

Sometimes, the couple
are lucky enough to be in 
the right place at the right 
time to get just the right 
shot.

“But other times,

especially early in the 
morning, you have to plan 
ahead and need to know
what position in the sky 
the sun is going to be at. 
You need to know what
direction the building is 
facing, a whole range of  
variables.”

One of  Walsh’s favorite 
images, and one that
has brought her a lot of
interest and financial

reward, is of  a sunset 
taken beneath the Venice
Fishing Pier.

“We happened to be at
Caspersen Beach taking
photos that evening.
Because Mike is always
on the lookout for me, he
saw clearing between the
clouds and the horizon.
He said, ‘we need to drive
to the pier right now,’
because he knew it was

going to be a crazy bright 
sunset and one I had been 
trying to get for months.

“When we got there, 
the sky was absolutely
breathtaking. I literally
ran, set up my tripod and 
got a couple shots before 
it was gone. I’ve since
sold that image dozens of  
times.”

Walsh also submitted
her image to a worldwide
billboard contest through 
Fine Art America, the 
company that handles the 
sales of  her images. More
than 2,500 photographers 
submitted their work and, 
of  that number, 250 were
juried for consideration.

Her sunset image was 
one of  just 20 images 
nationwide that were
selected for the honor, 
and a billboard displaying 
her photograph appeared 
along I-4, between Orlando 
and Lakeland.

“Emotion is what makes
an image so powerful,” 
she said. “When I edit a 
photo, I try to bring that 
out. My goal is to create 
peaceful images while
capturing the emotion of
it as well.”

To view more of  her 
photographs, visit Walsh’s
website at: liesl-walsh.
pixels.com.

Larry Humes writes
about local history 
and can be reached at 
1926venice@gmail.com.

LENS
FROM PAGE 1B

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MIKE WALSH

Liesl Walsh won a billboard contest from Fine Art America, which placed her photo of the Venice Fishing 
Pier on a billboard near Orlando. The billboard is on I-4 between Orlando and Lakeland at the U.S. 27 exit 
for Haines City.
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Charlotte tourism: A closer look
BY MARY WOZNIAK

mwozniak@fl oridaweekly.com

Charlotte County has fully recov-
ered from the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, said Sean Doherty, tourism 
director of the Punta Gorda/Englewood 
Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau.

“The short answer to that is yes,” he 
said.

For peak season this year, January 
through March, Charlotte County had 
197,300 visitors. That’s a 21% increase 
over 2019, which saw 163,000 visitors. 
Even in 2020, usually the worst year for 
visitor numbers due to the pandemic, 
there were 164,700 visitors, beating the 
pre-COVID season in 2019. 

That makes it look like the pandemic 
didn’t affect visitor numbers much in 
Charlotte County at all.

 “That’s pretty accurate, other than 
the months of March, April and May of 
2020,” Mr. Doherty said. “We were real-
ly hit hard then, particularly in April, 
because in April of 2020, the state shut 
down all vacation rentals and we have 
a significant portion of our lodging 
inventory in the form of vacation rent-
als. So even though our hotels were 
open, all the rentals were shut down” 
— and didn’t reopen until around May 
20, he said. “But then if you look at June 
of 2020, all the way up through now, 
almost every single month, we’ve seen 
an increase over pre-pandemic num-
bers. So we’ve been very fortunate.”

There are some theories as to why 
that’s the case, Mr. Doherty said.  Peo-
ple are looking for less crowded places 
to go. “So they were looking for places 
that were a little more off the beat-
en path, like we are. And we market 

ourselves on our outdoor recreational 
activities. So that was a very good fit 
for that.” During the pandemic, people 
seem to have found a new love for the 
outdoors, he said. 

A big part of Charlotte County’s 
future is tied to Sunseeker Resort Char-
lotte Harbor, a project that has been on 
again and off again, and will increase 
the county’s hotel inventory by 40%, 
just from rooms the project is bring-
ing online, Mr. Doherty said.  The 
resort’s website says amenities include 
785 guestrooms, 55,000 square feet of 
indoor and outdoor meeting and event 
space and two pools. Bookings are 
available as of late May 2023. “I actually 
just hired a meeting sales staff member 
that’s working directly with them to 
help bring in meetings and conven-
tions,” Mr. Doherty said. 

Sunseeker is owned by Allegiant 
Travel Company (Allegiant Air), which 
flies more than a million people per 
year into Punta Gorda Airport, he said. 
A good portion of those passengers 
usually disperse to Lee, Sarasota or 
Collier counties, he said. The hope is 
that people will be funneled right into 
Sunseeker, a resort right on Charlotte 
Harbor, instead of driving elsewhere to 
a resort in another county. He has also 
heard that Allegiant may increase the 
frequency of their flights and possibly 
add new routes.  

In the meantime, tourism officials 
are keeping an eye on gas prices and 
inflation, which affects the way people 
spend money. They’re going to focus 
more on in-state marketing this sum-
mer, because people won’t have to drive 
as far or pay airfare, Mr. Doherty said. 

Businesses are also recovering 

throughout the county, he said. 
Fishermen’s Village, a popular tourist 

destination, is booming. “As experi-
enced by all tourism 
venues in Southwest 
Florida and across 
the state, Fisher-
men’s Village mer-
chant sales were 
primarily impacted 
during April and 
May 2020,” said 
Kathy Burnam, mar-
keting/events man-
ager. “We were very 
fortunate to end the 
year with only a small decrease in 
overall sales.” They attribute it to Gov. 

Ron DeSantis’ initiatives to keep Flori-
da open for business, as well as many 
improvements made to the Fishermen’s 
Village property, she said.

The venue saw “a tremendous resur-
gence” of visitors in 2021 due to pent-up 
demand, and the fact the village is an 
outside venue, Ms. Burnam said. That 
resurgence was accompanied by a “phe-
nomenal” increase in sales, which have 
not stopped, she said. “We continue to 
break all our sales records.”      

So far in 2022, Fishermen’s Village 
shops, boutiques and restaurants has 
seen double-digit increases in sales, Ms. 
Burnam said. They anticipate the trend 
to continue “as the post-pandemic relo-
cation to Florida continues,” she said. ■

BURNAM

COURTESY PHOTO

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, a brand-new 785-guest room resort in Charlotte County, is 
set to host its first guests in late May 2023.
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What it’s like to fl y in a WWII B-25 bomber

INTO�THE�

YONDER�
wildBLUE

BY SAMUEL BURNLEY

Florida Weekly Correspondent

T’S NOT OFTEN YOU GET once-in-a-
lifetime chances. And if experi-
ence has taught us anything, it’s 
that those opportunities should 
be seized upon.

Perhaps the rarest of such 
opportunities is to fly backward 
in time. On Thursday, June 23, I 
was able to do that, albeit meta-

phorically, by boarding a World War 
II-era, medium bomber and flying
over Charlotte County.

The Experimental Aircraft Associ-
ation’s Warbirds of America division 
brought its recently restored North 
American Aviation B-25 Mitchell to 
Punta Gorda to raise awareness and 
funds for the mission to “Keep ’em fly-
ing.” Public flights continued over the 

PHOTOS: SAMUE. BURNLEY / FLORIDA WEEKLY

ABOVE: The gunner’s view from the nose canopy of the B-25. 
BELOW: The North American Aviation B-25 Mitchell bomber in all its 
restored glory. 
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weekend, and the unmistakable sound 
of the two giant radial engines could be 
heard frequently in the skies over Punta 
Gorda. 

I was invited to participate in one of 
the flights specifically for members of 
the media on Thursday afternoon. We 
were asked to meet early at the EAA 565 
chapter building on the Punta Gorda 
Airport grounds to fill out the requi-
site waivers of liability, being reminded 
more than once that the aircraft we 
were about to board was not an airliner, 
not a modern airplane at all.

On the searing tarmac, Tom Ewing, 
co-pilot for the weekend B-25 flights, 
welcomed us by thanking the Punta 
Gorda Airport Authority and the peo-
ple of Punta Gorda for their generosity 
in housing the EAA’s B-17, Aluminum 
Overcast, for which Mr. Ewing is also 
the pilot. The classic warbird has been 
stranded at the airport since April 2021, 
when cracks were discovered at the 
attachment of the wing to the fuselage. 
Since the aircraft has been out of pro-
duction since 1945, parts must be fab-
ricated, and the wing must be removed 
to complete the repair. The EAA hopes 
to fly her home to the headquarters in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, this summer.

Turning the tide
Mr. Ewing went on to describe the 

B-25 Mitchell, a medium-duty bomber 
introduced in 1941, as having had a 
significant influence on the outcome of 
WWII. A group of 16 Mitchells conduct-
ed what became known as Doolittle’s 
Raid, a one-way flight to Tokyo just four 
months after Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Though the response dealt lit-
tle physical damage, it destroyed Japan’s 
confidence that they were safe from 
aerial attack at home and forced them 
to expand their defensive perimeter 
in the Pacific. This change in Japan’s 
strategy ultimately led to the Battle 
of Midway, a turning point in the war. 
Without the Mitchell, Mr. Ewing con-
cluded, history may have been written 
much differently.

In all, about 10,000 B-25 Mitchells 
were produced from 1941 to the end 
of the war. Of those, an even 1,000 
were B-25H models like the aircraft 
that made its way to Punta Gorda — 

this particular one bearing the nick-
name Berlin Express. Out of the nearly 
10,000 Mitchells produced, just over 
100 are still intact, with less than half of 
those airworthy. Most airworthy B-25s 
— and indeed most, in general, with 
4,318 made — are the J variant. Berlin 
Express is one of just two known air-
worthy H models. She was delivered 
on Dec. 23, 1943, and bore the Army Air 
Corps serial number 43-4432.

Following Mr. Ewing’s introductions, 
crew chief Ken Halliday gave our group 
of seven a briefing about our flight in 
the aircraft, noting there were lots of 
places to bang your head, the location of 
“sick sacks” around the aircraft, and the 
bright yellow grab rails added for safety. 
We were not to grab hold of anything that 
looked like a cable, and if we happened to 
use a sick sack, we were welcome to keep 
it as a souvenir. 

With that, we were ready to board the 
aircraft for our brief flight back in time.

Close quarters
The interior of the plane was fitted 

with additional seating to accommo-
date the increased passenger load. For 
takeoff, I sat in the radio operator’s seat, 
which was one of the five crew posi-
tions in the B-25. The radio operator 
doubled as the waist gunner, operating 
two guns, one on each side of the fuse-
lage just aft of the wings. Being a sunny 
June afternoon in Florida, the inside 
of the airplane while on the ramp was 
sweltering. Once airborne, our 2,000 
feet of altitude provided a bit of relief, 
though a far cry from the mere 12 
degrees at the Mitchell’s cruising alti-
tude of 13,000 feet, or the breathtaking 

minus-26 degrees at the plane’s listed 
service ceiling of 24,000 feet. (Guess  
where the term “bomber” jackets came 
from? You’ve got it — bombers.)

Still on the ground, I was thrilled 
to have selected a seat with only a lap 
belt rather than the shoulder harness-
es everyone else had. It took a while 
for the massive, 14-cylinder engine to 
roar to life, sounding at first like very 
loud popcorn on the stove as each cyl-
inder began to fire in sequence. I was 
able to lean forward to enjoy a bit of 
exhaust-scented ventilation propelled 
through a round vent about the size of 
a 50-cent piece by the 12-foot diameter 
propellers behind me as I faced the rear 
of the plane. 

As the pilot applied the throttle for 
takeoff, the noise inside the aircraft 
became deafening. Mr. Halliday dis-
tributed ear plugs outside the plane 
during briefing, and after getting the 
“full experience” I wanted, I retrieved 
my own out of my pocket and put them 
on. Apparently, the noise level was the 
No. 1 complaint of B-25 crews. Once 
airborne, Mr. Halliday signaled to us 
that we were now free to move about 
the cabin. True to his warnings, during 
the 20-minute flight I skinned both 
knees and both elbows, and four days 
later I was still discovering new bruises 
around my body. It took that long for 
the soreness in my quadriceps to begin 
fading, having been taxed to exhaustion 
crawling along the B-25 from nose to 
tail, strapped with two cameras, and 
straining against the foreign gravita-
tional forces of an airplane in flight. 
Most of the time people are seated 
during flight, but I was determined to 
make the most of this experience, and 
that’s exactly what I did.

A taste of reality
The flight proceeded counterclock-

wise in a broad circle over Charlotte 

County, with the airport at 3 o’clock. 
We climbed out over the Peace River 
to about 2,000 feet, flew over Port 
Charlotte and Englewood, turned south 
along the beaches and barrier islands 
around Little Gasparilla Pass, came 
back over the Cape Haze peninsula, 
and finally soared over southern Char-
lotte County on approach back into the 
airport.

I climbed, ducked and crawled all 
over that aircraft, experiencing the 
tight quarters, the noise and vibration, 
the extreme temperatures. The serene 
beauty visible from the canopies in the 
nose and tail stood in stark contrast 
to the dread and apprehension those 
intrepid young airmen must have felt 
from the same positions nearly 80 years 
ago. The experience gave me just a 
small glimpse into that reality, and a 
visceral appreciation for what our ser-
vicemen went through in the skies of 
the Pacific and European theaters of 
WWII. 

But perhaps the most meaningful 
lesson of the day came back on the 
ground underneath the plane. As I 
thanked pilot-in-command Kris Riese, 
Mr. Ewing and Mr. Halliday, I men-
tioned to Mr. Ewing that my grandfa-
ther had worked for Douglas Aircraft at 
Air Force Plant No. 3 in Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma, during WWII. He’d been in charge 
of the sighting-in process of the guns 
on the B-24 Liberator and had to certify 
their accuracy. 

“Do you know what that building is?” 
he asked, indicating the EAA 565 chap-
ter headquarters we’d come from. “It’s 
a bullet trap.” 

What we know now as Punta Gorda 
Airport was built in 1941 as a U.S. Army 
airfield. It was home to a squadron of 
Curtis P-40 Warhawks and later North 
American P-51 Mustangs. And during 
WWII, someone else’s grandfather was 
shooting bullets into that building, just 
like mine was 1,038 miles and two gen-
erations away.

With my flight back in time accom-
plished, I offer heartfelt thanks to tour 
coordinator Mary Dominiak from EAA’s 
Warbirds of America, the B-25 flight 
crew, EAA Chapter 565 and Charlotte 
County Airport Authority for this 
rewarding check off my bucket list.

Beyond that, I have gratitude beyond 
measure to all the crews of the count-
less aircraft who have endured hardship 
and risked — and sometimes lost — 
their lives in flying the missions that 
have kept our nation free. ■

BOMBER
From page 21

COURTESY PHOTOS

The B-25 Mitchell bomber, a still-airworthy relic of World War II, prepares for takeoff. Some of the passengers opted for earplugs to mitigate 
the deafening roar of the engines.

There was no walking — even in a duck — 
to the tail gunner’s turret. The only way back 
there was to crawl on hands and knees.

Pilot Kris Riese and co-pilot Tom Ewing masterfully navigated the B-25 over and around 
Charlotte County.
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PUNTA GORDA, FL (June 3, 2022) – The Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) is pleased to 
announce that $3 million was approved in the Florida State Budget for a new combined hangar and 
classroom facility for Charlotte Technical College’s (CTC) FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School. The budget was approved by Governor DeSantis on Thursday, June 2, 2022.  
A larger training facility at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) is necessary to meet the aviation industry’s 
demand for aircraft mechanics, and state funding is essential to keep CTC’s costs low enough for tuition 
to remain affordable for students. 

“Training new Airframe & Powerplant certified mechanics is essential to the future of air travel and the 
aviation industry,” said CCAA Chair Robert D. Hancik. “This funding will further solidify CTC’s success 
and allow for the continued expansion of its training program at PGD.” 

The new hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time 
and will be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the “PGD AviEx.” This 
location will streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft 
maintenance businesses. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a long-term lease with 
Charlotte County Public Schools (CCPS) to occupy and maintain the facility. 

State Representative Michael J. Grant and Senator Joe Gruters sponsored the appropriations request, 
which is intended to diversify economic development opportunities in the region, create new and high-
quality job candidates, and support a burgeoning aviation industry in Florida. 

CCAA Commissioner Vanessa G. Oliver serves as the legislative liaison for the Board.  “Our local 
educators, community and businesses leaders got behind the project and helped us raise awareness on a 
state level,” said Oliver. “We want to thank them for their supportive letters, and our government 
officials in Tallahassee, for demonstrating their commitment to aviation initiatives in Charlotte County.” 
CTC’s Aviation Maintenance Technician school was launched in August 2021 utilizing its homebase 
campus in Murdock as well as renovated facilities at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrowing the current 
building and hangar at PGD as it only allows for 50 students at a time.  

“Charlotte County Public Schools is very thankful for our partnership with the Airport Authority,” said 
CCPS Superintendent Steve Dionisio. “We are looking forward to growing the Aviation program and to 
providing the future workforce for Southwest Florida.” 

The Governor’s Office and Representative Grant received more than two dozen letters of support from 
Allegiant Air, Charlotte County Economic Development, Economic Development Partnership, 
CareerSource Southwest Florida, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, Arcadia Aerospace, Florida 
SouthWestern State College, Commercial Broker Danny Nix, Turbine Weld Industries, Piper Aircraft, In 
the Loop Consulting,  Hendry County Public Schools, Intrepid Aerospace, FGCU’s Office of Innovative 
Education & Partnerships, Farlows on the Water, Blackbird Aviation, and the Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol. 
 
https://airportimprovement.com/news/3-million-state-funding-approved-new-aviation-technician-facility 

https://airportimprovement.com/news/3-million-state-funding-approved-new-aviation-technician-facility
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) announces that $3 million was approved in the Florida 
State Budget for a new combined hangar and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical College’s (CTC) 
FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance Technician School. The budget was approved by Governor DeSantis 
on June 2, 2022. 
 
A larger training facility at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) is necessary to meet the aviation industry’s 
demand for aircraft mechanics, and state funding is essential to keep CTC’s costs low enough for tuition 
to remain affordable for students. 
 
“Training new airframe and powerplant-certified mechanics is essential to the future of air travel and the 
aviation industry,” says CCAA chair, Robert D. Hancik. “This funding will further solidify CTC’s 
success and allow for the continued expansion of its training program at PGD.” 
 
The new hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time 
and will be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the “PGD AviEx.” This 
location will streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft 
maintenance businesses. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a long-term lease with 
Charlotte County Public Schools (CCPS) to occupy and maintain the facility. 
 
State Representative Michael J. Grant and Senator Joe Gruters sponsored the appropriations request, 
which is intended to diversify economic development opportunities in the region, create new and high-
quality job candidates, and support a burgeoning aviation industry in Florida. 
 
CCAA Commissioner Vanessa G. Oliver serves as the legislative liaison for the board. “Our local 
educators, community and businesses leaders got behind the project and helped us raise awareness on a 
state level,” says Oliver. “We want to thank them for their supportive letters, and our government officials 
in Tallahassee, for demonstrating their commitment to aviation initiatives in Charlotte County.” 
 
CTC’s Aviation Maintenance Technician School was launched in August 2021, utilizing its homebase 
campus in Murdock as well as renovated facilities at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrowing the current 
building and hangar at PGD as it only allows for 50 students at a time. 
 
“Charlotte County Public Schools is very thankful for our partnership with the Airport Authority,” says 
CCPS Superintendent Steve Dionisio. “We are looking forward to growing the aviation program and to 
providing the future workforce for Southwest Florida.” 
 
The Governor’s Office and Representative Grant received more than two dozen letters of support from 
Allegiant Air, Charlotte County Economic Development, Economic Development Partnership, 
CareerSource Southwest Florida, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, Arcadia Aerospace, Florida 
SouthWestern State College, Commercial Broker Danny Nix, Turbine Weld Industries, Piper Aircraft, In 
the Loop Consulting, Hendry County Public Schools, Intrepid Aerospace, FGCU’s Office of Innovative 
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Education & Partnerships, Farlows on the Water, Blackbird Aviation, and the Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol. 
 
https://dommagazine.com/3-million-state-funding-approved-new-aviation-technician-facility 
 
 

https://dommagazine.com/3-million-state-funding-approved-new-aviation-technician-facility


 
“State approves $3M for Charlotte tech college facility at Punta Gorda Airport” 
 

via Daniel Sutphin of the Charlotte Sun — The Charlotte County Airport Authority 
announced that $3 million has been approved in the state budget for a combined hangar 
and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical College’s Federal Aviation 
Administration-certified aviation maintenance technician school. “This is incredible,” 
Authority Commissioner Vanessa Oliver said. “It’s a boon for the entire region. 
Students will come from other counties, as well. It’s also great for attracting other 
airlines to the area.” The new hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to 
accommodate up to 100 students at a time. The facility will be located within the 

airport’s new aviation expansion area, called the PGD AviEx. The Airport Authority plans to construct 
the facility and enter into a long-term lease with Charlotte County Public Schools to occupy and maintain 
the facility. 

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/530391-sunburn-the-morning-read-of-whats-hot-in-florida-politics-6-8-22/ 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/state-approves-3m-for-charlotte-tech-college-facility-at-punta-gorda-airport/article_a37077ce-e676-11ec-a7ae-2b43200b840f.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/530391-sunburn-the-morning-read-of-whats-hot-in-florida-politics-6-8-22/
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) is pleased to announce that $3 million was approved in 
the Florida State Budget for a new combined hangar and classroom facility for Charlotte Technical 
College’s (CTC) FAA-certified Aviation Maintenance Technician School. The budget was approved by 
Governor DeSantis on Thursday, June 2, 2022. A larger training facility at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) is 
necessary to meet the aviation industry’s demand for aircraft mechanics, and state funding is essential to 
keep CTC’s costs low enough for tuition to remain affordable for students. 
 
“Training new Airframe & Powerplant certified mechanics is essential to the future of air travel and the 
aviation industry,” said CCAA Chair Robert D. Hancik. “This funding will further solidify CTC’s success 
and allow for the continued expansion of its training program at PGD.” 
 
The new hangar facility is planned to have four classrooms to accommodate up to 100 students at a time 
and will be located within the airport’s new aviation expansion area known as the “PGD AviEx.” This 
location will streamline on-the-job training as the area becomes a hub for avionics and aircraft 
maintenance businesses. CCAA is planning to construct the facility and enter into a long-term lease with 
Charlotte County Public Schools (CCPS) to occupy and maintain the facility. State Representative 
Michael J. Grant and Senator Joe Gruters sponsored the appropriations request, which is intended to 
diversify economic development opportunities in the region, create new and high-quality job candidates, 
and support a burgeoning aviation industry in Florida. 
 
CCAA Commissioner Vanessa G. Oliver serves as the legislative liaison for the Board. “Our local 
educators, community and businesses leaders got behind the project and helped us raise awareness on a 
state level,” said Oliver. “We want to thank them for their supportive letters, and our government officials 
in Tallahassee, for demonstrating their commitment to aviation initiatives in Charlotte County.” 
 
CTC’s Aviation Maintenance Technician school was launched in August 2021 utilizing its homebase 
campus in Murdock as well as renovated facilities at PGD. CTC is quickly outgrowing the current 
building and hangar at PGD as it only allows for 50 students at a time. 

“Charlotte County Public Schools is very thankful for our partnership with the Airport Authority,” said 
CCPS Superintendent Steve Dionisio. “We are looking forward to growing the Aviation program and to 
providing the future workforce for Southwest Florida.” 
 
The Governor’s Office and Representative Grant received more than two dozen letters of support from 
Allegiant Air, Charlotte County Economic Development, Economic Development Partnership, 
CareerSource Southwest Florida, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, Arcadia Aerospace, Florida 
SouthWestern State College, Commercial Broker Danny Nix, Turbine Weld Industries, Piper Aircraft, In 
the Loop Consulting, Hendry County Public Schools, Intrepid Aerospace, FGCU’s Office of Innovative 
Education & Partnerships, Farlows on the Water, Blackbird Aviation, and the Charlotte County 
Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol. 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/a&p-ia-training/press-release/21270954/charlotte-county-airport-authority-3-million-in-state-
funding-approved-for-new-aviation-technician-facility 

https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/a&p-ia-training/press-release/21270954/charlotte-county-airport-authority-3-million-in-state-funding-approved-for-new-aviation-technician-facility
https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/a&p-ia-training/press-release/21270954/charlotte-county-airport-authority-3-million-in-state-funding-approved-for-new-aviation-technician-facility
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“Kathleen Coppola gets ninth term on Airport Authority”  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
via John Hackworth of the Punta Gorda Sun — Coppola attended Saturday’s Republican Executive 
Committee shindig prepared to talk about her race for an unprecedented ninth term on the Punta Gorda 
Airport Authority. She was gearing up for a second run against pilot Stanley Smith, whom she defeated 
in 2018. “Gene Murtha came up to me and said: ‘Congratulations.’ I said: ‘What for?’ He said for 
winning the race,” Coppola said. “Gene showed me on his computer that my opponent had withdrawn. 
Apparently, Mr. Smith pulled out sometime Friday.” The deadline for qualifying was noon Friday. At the 
end of her new term, Coppola will have served on the board for 36 years.  

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/533766-sunburn-the-morning-read-of-whats-hot-in-florida-politics-6-21-22/ 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/coppola-gets-ninth-term-on-airport-authority/article_aac90602-f0a9-11ec-9ff2-ef2cc2e0a7e8.html
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/533766-sunburn-the-morning-read-of-whats-hot-in-florida-politics-6-21-22/
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The Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Southern Region Airports 
Division named James W. Parish, P.E., CEO of the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority (CCAA) and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), the 2021 Air 
Carrier Airport Manager of the Year. This award is given to an airport 
professional who exemplifies excellence in airport management, 
demonstrates exceptional leadership, tirelessly works to promote the 
aviation industry and has achieved efficiencies and improved 
productivity in their organization. 

Parish was honored for his exceptional strategic leadership in growing air 
service while also making PGD key to the future of aviation workforce 
development. Through master planning and development efforts, James 
has been instrumental in growing the number of commercial airline pilots 
and A&P certified aircraft mechanics that are trained here at PGD. 

“This is definitely a team award, as our airport stakeholders are working together to increase airline 
destinations amidst the growing shortage of aviation professionals,” said PGD’s CEO James W. Parish, 
P.E. “Thanks to our small but resilient staff, and our forward-thinking CCAA Board, we can close the gap 
by welcoming new airport partners and strengthening the fabric of the entire southwest Florida region.” 

Parish and his team thoughtfully mapped out continued growth in commercial air service by relocating 
existing general aviation and FBO activities to the new PGD Air Center in the airport’s Aviation 
Expansion Area (PGD AviEx) on the north side. This will relieve congestion in the Bailey Terminal area 
and allow more room for airline aircraft. 

With designs for new box hangars and T-Hangars are already in place, Parish envisioned the PGD AviEx 
to become an economic development hub, and a home to new flight schools and aviation maintenance 
facilities. Leveraging the success of onsite commercial flight schools Flight Fast Track and AeroGuard 
Flight Training Center, PGD attracted new commercial flight schools Jet Access Flight Training and 
Paragon Flight Training to become tenants of the PGD Air Center opening this Fall. 

Charlotte Technical College (CTC) opened its FAA-approved Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT) 
School at PGD in August 2021. Parish was not only integral in helping CTC secure its initial space at 
PGD, he and the CCAA Board advocated for and were notified of $3 million approved in the Florida 
State Budget for a larger facility. The AMT School’s new location in the PGD AviEx is intended to 
facilitate on-the-job training, accommodate growing enrollment and keep tuition affordable for students. 

Under Parish’s leadership, and with the CARES Act Airport Grants, the CCAA retained a strong financial 
position despite the most unpredictable circumstances. The CCAA achieved a 27% operating margin and 
maintained cash reserves of $30+ million in Fiscal 2020-21. 
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Parish is dedicated to continuing PGD’s low-cost airport model that is attractive to airlines like Sun 
Country and Allegiant that serve 50+ destinations, while also retaining a strong general aviation and on-
airport business community. 

The CCAA’s ongoing $200-million+ Capital Improvement Program also includes completion of the new 
PGD Air Center, Runway 4-22 reconstruction, Runway 9-27 rehabilitation, new hangars, taxiway and 
taxilane improvements, and road network improvements along with planned expansion of the Bailey 
Terminal. 

Parish was named the “Aviation Professional of the Year” in 2017 by the Florida Department of 
Transportation and serves on the boards of the Florida Airports Council, Charlotte County Economic 
Development Partnership, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce and Punta Gorda Chamber of 
Commerce.  He is a Leadership Charlotte Class of 2019 Alumni and a member of Leadership Florida’s 
Cornerstone Class of 2020-21. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21272648/james-parish-named-faas-airport-manager-of-the-year?utm_source=AIRB+E-
Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB220628004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H
9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W 

 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21272648/james-parish-named-faas-airport-manager-of-the-year?utm_source=AIRB+E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB220628004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21272648/james-parish-named-faas-airport-manager-of-the-year?utm_source=AIRB+E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB220628004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21272648/james-parish-named-faas-airport-manager-of-the-year?utm_source=AIRB+E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB220628004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W


 
 
PUNTA GORDA, FL (June 29, 2022) – The Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Southern Region 
Airports Division named James W. Parish, P.E., CEO of the Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) 
and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), the 2021 Air Carrier Airport Manager of the Year. This award is given 
to an airport professional who exemplifies excellence in airport management, demonstrates exceptional 
leadership, tirelessly works to promote the aviation industry and has achieved efficiencies and improved 
productivity in their organization. 
Parish was honored for his exceptional strategic leadership in growing air service while also making PGD 
key to the future of aviation workforce development. Through master planning and development efforts, 
James has been instrumental in growing the number of commercial airline pilots and A&P certified 
aircraft mechanics that are trained here at PGD. 

“This is definitely a team award, as our airport stakeholders are working together to increase airline 
destinations amidst the growing shortage of aviation professionals,” said PGD’s CEO James W. Parish, 
P.E. “Thanks to our small but resilient staff, and our forward-thinking CCAA Board, we can close the gap 
by welcoming new airport partners and strengthening the fabric of the entire southwest Florida region.” 

Parish and his team thoughtfully mapped out continued growth in commercial air service by relocating 
existing general aviation and FBO activities to the new PGD Air Center in the airport’s Aviation 
Expansion Area (PGD AviEx) on the north side. This will relieve congestion in the Bailey Terminal area 
and allow more room for airline aircraft. 

With designs for new box hangars and T-Hangars are already in place, Parish envisioned the PGD AviEx 
to become an economic development hub, and a home to new flight schools and aviation maintenance 
facilities. Leveraging the success of onsite commercial flight schools Flight Fast Track and AeroGuard 
Flight Training Center, PGD attracted new commercial flight schools Jet Access Flight Training and 
Paragon Flight Training to become tenants of the PGD Air Center opening this Fall.  

Charlotte Technical College (CTC) opened its FAA-approved Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT) 
School at PGD in August 2021. Parish was not only integral in helping CTC secure its initial space at 
PGD, he and the CCAA Board advocated for and were notified of $3 million approved in the Florida 
State Budget for a larger facility. The AMT School’s new location in the PGD AviEx is intended to 
facilitate on-the-job training, accommodate growing enrollment and keep tuition affordable for students. 

Under Parish’s leadership, and with the CARES Act Airport Grants, the CCAA retained a strong financial 
position despite the most unpredictable circumstances. The CCAA achieved a 27% operating margin and 
maintained cash reserves of $30+ million in Fiscal 2020-21. 

Parish is dedicated to continuing PGD’s low-cost airport model that is attractive to airlines like Sun 
Country and Allegiant that serve 50+ destinations, while also retaining a strong general aviation and on-
airport business community. 
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The CCAA’s ongoing $200-million+ Capital Improvement Program also includes completion of the new 
PGD Air Center, Runway 4-22 reconstruction, Runway 9-27 rehabilitation, new hangars, taxiway and 
taxilane improvements, and road network improvements along with planned expansion of the Bailey 
Terminal. 

Parish was named the “Aviation Professional of the Year” in 2017 by the Florida Department of 
Transportation and serves on the boards of the Florida Airports Council, Charlotte County Economic 
Development Partnership, Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce and Punta Gorda Chamber of 
Commerce.  He is a Leadership Charlotte Class of 2019 Alumni and a member of Leadership Florida’s 
Cornerstone Class of 2020-21. 

Other significant accomplishments in the 2020-21 Fiscal Year: 
▪ Parish and his team led passenger-centric improvements to enhance airline customers’ 

experiences, including: 
▪ Negotiated an agreement to become the third airport in Florida where Turo 

customers can drop off and pick up cars in a way that’s efficient, safe, and 
airport-approved. 

▪ Completed construction of 1,000 new long-term parking spaces with color-
coded gate canopies, color-coded directional signage and animated LED airport 
entrance sign to improve wayfinding. 

▪ Partnered with a local artist and the Visitor & Convention Bureau to create three 
new tropical, eco-tourism-themed photo op spots at the Bailey Terminal. 

▪ Partnered with the Bailey Terminal concessionaire to add a new 40-seat bar with 
runway views for post-security passengers waiting to depart. 

The FAA Southern Region Airports Division oversees airport planning, environmental, compliance, 
design and safety programs for airports located in the southeastern United States, Puerto Rico and U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

https://airportimprovement.com/news/punta-gorda-airport-s-james-parish-named-2021-air-carrier-airport-manager-year-federal-aviation-
administration 

 

 

https://airportimprovement.com/news/punta-gorda-airport-s-james-parish-named-2021-air-carrier-airport-manager-year-federal-aviation-administration
https://airportimprovement.com/news/punta-gorda-airport-s-james-parish-named-2021-air-carrier-airport-manager-year-federal-aviation-administration
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