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Airplanes waking 
us up all night
Editor:

Dear Punta Gorda Airport 
Owner/Manager:

I would like to thank you for 
allowing Allegiant Airlines to fly 
over my home this morning at 
12:45 a.m. and again at 1 a.m. at 
1,000 feet. After our house was 
awakened and we got those who 
were startled back to bed, I have 
looked at the PGD schedule and see 
that we will have yet another plane 
at about 2:30 a.m. Yippee!

It is much more important for 
the late night passengers be flown 
in fast, loud and low so that they 
can get some rest really soon…the 
rest of  us be damned.

As you are aware this 
neighborhood never had 
commercial passenger jets come 
low overhead or in the middle 
of  the night. The excuse that 
you the operator and controlling 
force with PGD are incapable of  
finding a solution, or controlling 
your airlines with this incessant 
nuisance is truly disappointing.

The Daily Sun newspaper 
reported you spent $12 million on 
this “temporary” runway. ...wait! 
You spent what...? And this is 
temporary, really? Can I get that in 
writing?

Greg Taylor
Charlotte Harbor
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Bretan is my choice for 
Airport Authority seat
Editor:

When I evaluate a candidate 
for political office, I ask myself  
two simple questions. First, 
does the person have the 
experience to do a good job 
in the role? And second, what 
is that person’s motivation to 
run for that position? When 
I ask these questions of  the 
candidates running for the 
Airport Authority, it becomes 
very clear that Eric Bretan is 
the right person for the job.

Eric has an undergraduate 
degree in finance and 
marketing from the University 
of  Virginia and an MBA in 
finance from The Wharton 
School of  Business. He 
spent 15 years working with 
some of  the most successful 
corporations, municipalities, 
and airports in the United 
States, advising them on 
growth and risk mitigation 
strategies. Eric then took those 
skills and started a successful 
small business here in Punta 
Gorda.

Eric Bretan’s twin boys 
attend Punta Gorda Middle 
School and his primary 
reason in running for Airport 
Authority is to make Charlotte 
County a place where his 
sons would want to live and 
thrive. Eric has already 
demonstrated this passion 
through his work as a board 
member of  the Punta Gorda 
Chamber of  Commerce, vice 
chair Referendum Oversight 
Committee for Charlotte 
County Schools, and various 
roles with the local Boy Scouts. 
Eric believes that a low-cost, 
successful airport can improve 
the quality of  life for all 
residents via lower taxes, more 
high-quality jobs, and easier/
cheaper travel throughout the 
country.

Eric Bretan has earned my 
vote for Airport Authority, I 
hope he has earned yours too.

Kristin Reiss
Punta Gorda
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BEST�POLITICAL�PINOCCHIO 
James Herston needs a map and a conscience

If you’re a voter, ask James 
Walker Herston where he 
lives — and watch his nose 
grow. Mr. Herston has been 
a Charlotte County Airport 
Authority commissioner and 
vice chair of the board, proud-
ly serving District 5. And 
that’s a problem. Because the 
Airport Authority requires all 
elected commissioners live in 
the district they serve for at 
least six months before running for the seat — which 
Mr. Herston did not. After concluding an investigation, 
the State Attorney’s Office determined that the politi-
cian falsified records concerning his address in order 
to dupe voters. So now Mr. Herston, who is also the 
CEO and president of Herston Engineering Services 
Inc., can add “jailbird” to his list of accomplishments 
— as he was arrested in late March on several elec-
tion fraud charges: one count each of unauthorized or 
unlawful acts related to driver license or identifica-
tion card and criminal use of personal identification 
information, both third-degree felonies. He was also 
charged with two counts of perjury, both first-degree 
misdemeanors. Too bad Jiminy Cricket wasn’t around 
when Mr. Herston needed a conscience.

May 5, 2022
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By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE HARBOR — The 
price tag for Sunseeker Resort’s 
construction has gone up by around 
$100 million as of  Wednesday.

Allegiant Travel Co. — building the 
Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor 
— stated in a filing with the SEC on 
Wednesday that the total construction 
cost for the project is $618 million.

The cost of  the resort’s construction 
has increased periodically since the 
start of  the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
original estimate placed it around 
$500 million.

After a 17-month delay in construc-
tion, that figure was bumped up to 
$510 million in September 2021; by the 
end of  last year, it was again estimat-
ed to be between $560 million and 

$585 million.
The SEC filing by Allegiant indicat-

ed the increased costs were “primar-
ily due to inflationary pressures on 
materials as well as supply chain 
delays.”

Of the now $618 million cost, 
$275 million has been spent on the 
project as of  March 31 — $188 million 
in funding from Allegiant itself  and 
$87 million funded by loans.

Sunseeker Resort is scheduled to 
open in the second quarter of  2023, 
according to the May 4 filing.

The SEC filing also indicated 
Allegiant saw a net income loss of  
approximately $7.9 million for the first 
quarter of  2022. This translated into a 
loss of  44 cents per share.

“Despite a nearly 40 percent 
increase in the cost per fuel gallon 
throughout the quarter, we recognized 

a more than 21 percent operating 
margin during March,” Allegiant 
CEO Maurice J. Gallagher Jr. said in a 
news release included in the filing.

Allegiant estimated its total operat-
ing revenue at just about $500 million 
for the first quarter of  2022, against 
total operating costs of  approximately 
$493 million.

The largest share of  revenue came 
from passenger purchases at nearly 
$463 million in the first quarter of  
2022, up noticeably from around 
$256 million in 2021’s first quarter.

In Q1 2021, fuel costs came to 
around $82.8 million; for the first 
quarter of  2022, it rose to approx-
imately $164 million, overtaking 
salaries as the largest operational 
expense.

Sunseeker costs rise to $618 million

Cost up more than $100M due to material prices, supply chain woes

RENDERING PROVIDED

A rendering of the Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor in Port Charlotte, slated to open in 2023.

SEE COSTS, 4A

By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
and ALEX VEIGA

AP BUSINESS WRITERS

NEW YORK — A sharp sell-off 
left the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average more than 1,000 points
lower Thursday, wiping out the
gains from Wall Street’s biggest 
rally in two years, as worries 
grow that the higher interest 
rates the Federal Reserve is us-
ing in its fight against inflation
will derail the economy.

The benchmark S&P 500 fell 
3.6%, marking its biggest loss in 
nearly two years, a day after it 
posted its biggest gain since May
2020. The Nasdaq slumped 5%, 
its worst drop since June 2020.
The losses by the Dow and the
other indexes offset the gains 
from a day earlier.

“Yesterday’s sharp rally was

not rooted in reality and today’s
dramatic selloff is a reversal of  
that misplaced exuberance,” said 
Ben Kirby, co-head of  invest-
ments at Thornburg Investment
Management.

Wall Street’s breakneck day-to-
day reversal reflects the degree
of  investors’ uncertainty and 
unease over the array of  threats 
the economy is facing, starting 
with inflation running at the 
highest level in four decades, 
and how effective the Federal
Reserve’s bid to tame higher 
prices by jacking up interest 
rates will be.

On Wednesday, the Federal
Reserve announced a widely
expected half-percentage point 
increase in its short-term 
interest rate. Stocks bounced 
around following the move but 
then sharply rose as bond yields 

fell after Fed Chair Jerome
Powell reassured investors by 
saying the central bank wasn’t
considering shifting to more
aggressive, three-quarters point 
rate hikes as the Fed continues 
with further rate increases in 
coming months.

But whatever relief  Powell’s
remarks gave stock investors
vanished Thursday. Stocks 
slumped and bond yields 
climbed. The yield on the 10-year
Treasury note rose to 3.04%. 
Rising yields are sure to put 
upward pressure on mortgage 
rates, which are already at their 
highest level since 2009.

Investors remain uneasy about
about whether the Fed can do
enough to tame inflation without
tipping the economy, which is

Stocks slump 3% as worries grow over higher interest rates

AP FILE PHOTO

The Dow Jones Industrial Average lost more than 1,000 
points Thursday, wiping out recent gains from Wall Street’s 
biggest  rally in two years. Some have concerns higher 
interest rates to fight against inflation may derail the 
economy.SEE STOCKS, 4A
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The Las Vegas-based 
airline also shared some 
other positive points in 
their release, such as 
a marked increase of  
new members for their 
Mastercard program 
and awaiting federal 
approval for a deal with 
Mexican airline Viva 
Aerobus.

Sun Country Airlines 
— the other notable 
airline operating out of  
Punta Gorda Airport — 
also recently released its 
quarterly finances. The 
company estimated a 
$3.6 million net income 
for the first quarter of  
2022, calculated to be a 
$12.3 million adjusted 
net income or a 20 cent 
increase in income per 
share.

“These results 
came despite much 

higher-than-expected 
fuel prices and Omicron-
driven headwinds 
earlier in the quarter,” 
Sun Country CEO Jude 
Bricker said.

Sun Country’s first 
quarter operating 
revenue was reported 
to be roughly $226.5 mil-
lion, while operating 
costs came to about 
$204.6 million.

Sun Country also saw 
a major spike between 
first quarter of  2021 and 
2022 in fuel costs. In 2021, 
first quarter fuel costs 
came to approximately 
$24.2 million; for 2022, 
the first quarter fuel 
costs were calculated at 
over $64 million.

News releases for both 
airlines said that they 
anticipate the demand 
for airlines services to 
remain strong heading 
into the second quarter 
of  2022.

COSTS
FROM PAGE 1A

already showing signs of  
slowing, into a recession. 
In addition to high infla-
tion and rising interest 
rates, investors are grap-
pling with uncertainty 
over lingering supply 
chain disruptions and 
geopolitical tensions.

“The biggest issue is 
there are just a lot of  
moving parts and the 
unanswered question is 
to what extent as the Fed 
attempts to tame infla-
tion will that result in 
economic slowing, and 
perhaps, a recession,” 
said Terry Sandven, 
chief  equity strategist 
at U.S. Bank Wealth 
Management.

The S&P 500 fell 153.30 
points to 4,146.87, while 
the Nasdaq slid 647.16 
points to 12,317.69. The 
Dow briefly skidded 
1,375 points before clos-
ing down 1,063.09 points, 
or 3.1%, to 32,997.97.

Smaller company 
stocks also fell sharply. 
The Russell 2000 fell 
78.77 points, or 4%, to 
1,871.15.

The Fed’s aggressive 
shift to raise interest 
rates has investors 
worrying about whether 
it can pull off the delicate 
dance to slow the econo-
my enough to halt high 
inflation but not so much 
as to cause a downturn.

On Wednesday, Powell 
said there was a “good 
chance” that the econ-
omy will have a “soft 
or softish landing or 
outcome” as the central 
bank raises rates.

But Wall Street isn’t 
necessarily convinced.

“Concerns focus on 
whether the Fed will 
have to become even 
more hawkish to bring 
demand down — and 
that would involve slow-
ing the economy more 
than they now project,” 
said Quincy Krosby, 
chief  equity strategist 
for LPL Financial. “And 
today’s market action 
is questioning whether 
‘soft-ish’ is plausible.”

The latest move by 
the Fed to raise interest 
rates by a half-per-
centage point had 
been widely expected. 
Markets steadied this 
week ahead of  the policy 
update, but Wall Street 
was concerned the Fed 
might elect to raise rates 
by three-quarters of  
a percentage point at 
its next meeting. Powell 
eased those concerns, 
saying the central bank 
is “not actively consider-
ing” such an increase.

The central bank also 
announced that it will 
start reducing its huge 
$9 trillion balance sheet, 
which consists mainly of  
Treasury and mortgage 
bonds, starting June 1. 
Those large holdings 
are a policy tool the Fed 
uses to keep long-term 
interest rates, like those 
on mortgages, low.

When Powell said the 
Fed wasn’t considering 
a mammoth increase in 
short-term rates, that 
sent a signal to investors 
to send stock prices 
soaring and bond yields 
tumbling. A slower pace 
of  interest-rate hikes 
would mean less risk of  
the economy tipping into 
recession, as well as less 
downward pressure on 
prices for all kinds of  
investments.

But diminishing the 
odds of  a three-quarters 
point hike doesn’t mean 
the Fed is done raising 
rates steadily and sharp-
ly as it fights to tame 
inflation, not even close. 
Economists at BNP 
Paribas still expect the 
Fed to keep hiking the 
federal funds rate until 
it reaches a range of  3% 
to 3.25%, up from zero to 
0.25% earlier this year.

“We do not think 
this was Chair Powell’s 
intention,” economists at 
BNP Paribas wrote in a 
report, citing the market’s 
jubilance on Wednesday, 
“and we reckon we could 
see coming ‘Fedspeak’ 
seek to re-tighten finan-
cial conditions.”

The Bank of  England 
on Thursday raised its 
benchmark interest rate 
to the highest level in 
13 years, its fourth rate 
hike since December as 
U.K. inflation runs at 
30-year highs.

Energy markets
remain volatile as the 
conflict in Ukraine 
continues and demand 
remains high amid tight 
supplies of  oil. European 
governments are 
trying to replace energy 
supplies from Russia and 
are considering an em-
bargo. OPEC and allied 
oil-producing countries 
decided Thursday to 
gradually increase the 
flows of  crude they send 
to the world.

STOCKS
FROM PAGE 1A
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PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PUNTA GORDA HOUSING AUTHORITY WILL BE AC-

CEPTING PRE-APPLICATIONS FOR THE HOUSING CHOICE 

VOUCHER (SECTION 8) RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

PRE-APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE STARTING ON 

MAY 9, 2022 AT 9:00 AM AND WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL 

5:00 PM, MAY 23, 2022.

Pre-Applications are available via the internet at: 

www.puntagordaha.org  

Applicants without access to a computer may access the Punta 

Gorda Housing Authority’s website from a computer at any pub-

lic library. Applicants may also pick up a pre-application at the 

Punta Gorda Housing Authority Administration Offi  ce located 

at 340 Gulf Breeze Ave, Punta Gorda, FL 33950.

PGHA will give the following preference(s) to all applicant(s).

Applicants who live, work or have been hired to work in the Punta 

Gorda Housing Authority’s jurisdiction 

(Charlotte County, City of North Port).

AND/OR

Applicants whose head, co-head, spouse or sole member has verifi -

able employment prior to admission at a minimum of 20 hours per 

week.  Applicants whose head, co-head, or spouse or sole member 

is age 62 or older, or meets HUD defi nition of a disabled person will 

be eligible for the working preference.

Pre-Applications will be accepted by Fax or U.S. Mail

NO PRE-APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED IN PERSON

Mailing Address:

Punta Gorda Housing Authority 

340 Gulf Breeze Ave

Punta Gorda, FL 33950

All mailed pre-applications MUST be received 

no later than 5:00 pm, Monday, May 23, 2022 

Fax:

(941) 639-1753

All faxed pre-applications MUST be received 

no later than 5:00 pm, Monday, May 23, 2022

No duplicate applications will be accepted. Any duplicate 

applications with same or similar household members will have 

both applications denied. Prior to adding any households to 

the waiting list the PGHA will conduct extensive crosschecks to 

remove duplicate applications. Submitting a duplicate applica-

tion will not improve your chances of being placed on the wait 

list and issued a voucher.

Does submitting a pre-application mean I’m on the wait list? No. 

PGHA has adopted a lottery selection policy. Following the closing 

of the waitlist, PGHA will select 500 applicants by 

lottery to be placed on the HCV waitlist. Th e order of all 

applicants selected to be on the waitlist will be completed by lottery 

number and preference point system.

How do I know if I am on the wait list? On or aft er June 16, 2022, 

applicants may check their status and rank by calling My Wait List 

at 1-501-404-4133.

Th e public is reminded that there is no charge to apply. Applicants 

are encouraged to immediately report any individual or organiza-

tion who attempts to charge a fee for completion of the application 

process. Applicants should not respond to any fraudulent requests 

for an application fee.

If you are a person with a disability or need assistance in 

completing an application, assistance will be available by calling 

(941) 639-4344 or TTY: (800) 955-8771
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GO to YourSun.com and CLICK 
on CONTESTS to enter through 
May 23rd. Enter daily for more 
chances to WIN the prize. Look 
for the opportunity to receive 
"Extra Chances" to WIN.

Presented by

It PAYS to READ, PLAY 
and WIN with 

You could WIN a NATIONAL PRIZE of 
$5,000 towards your next home improvement 

or $500 in GIFT CARDS from 
The Grill at 1951 in Port Charlotte 

and DJM Advisory Group - 
Insurance and Financial Services.

It's Here! 
One of Our 

Most Popular
Sweepstakes 
of the Year.

YourSun.com

Jim’s Bathroom Grab Bars, LLC
941-626-4296
JimsGrabBars.com

Masks wornat all times!
Lic. # 123956
Ins.# VGMD1021 G5136-8

Serving Charlotte & Sarasota County for 28 years!
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Hancik has needed 
experience for airport
Editor:

Saturday, April 30, I attended 
a picnic where both a number 
of  various Charlotte and Lee 
candidates were offered an 
opportunity to address the 
attendees. Of  special interest were 
the two candidates for the Airport 
Authority. Recently published 
letters supporting Bretan left me 
with questions on how he was going 
to accomplish his vision.

His little speech talked about 
taxes, airport debt and industrial 
development. His experience in 
the financial business leads me 
to believe he may be interested in 
privatizing the airport!

The incumbent Hancik with 
decades of  aviation experience 
stated the airport is not on the 
tax roles of  Charlotte County, has 
only $1.7 million of  debt which 
is minimal. Hancik said Bretan’s 
vision of  three to four more 
airlines demonstrated his lack of  
knowledge on how airline markets 
are developed.

From what I read and hear the 
airport is doing quite well and has 
projects going on to take care of  its 
growth. I will be voting for Hancik 
who has demonstrated he has 
earned re-election.

Sue Brown
Punta Gorda
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No reason at all  
to vote Hancik out
Editor:

Voters of  Charlotte County do 
some investigation, on the Airport 
Authority candidates on the facts. 
The candidate opposing current 
Authority Chairman Hancik has 
had letters to the editor that aren’t 
based on current successes of  the 
Airport Authority.

Just look what is going on out 
there. Reported projects in The 
Daily Sun are reconstruction of  the 
runways, expanded parking lots 
with shuttle service, new aircraft 
storage hangers, relocation of  the 
facilities servicing airplane owners, 
making way for more airline space. 
It is clear that the airport is focused 
on enhancing facilities and services 
for airport users.

The airport is doing great with 
Hancik’s airport and aviation 
experience. There is no reason to 
vote him out.

Chris Smith
Punta Gorda
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Allegiant Air announced new service between Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport and Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport in Minnesota starting in October. Allegiant, a low-cost airline based in Las 
Vegas, said that service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Minneapolis-St. Paul will start Oct. 
6. Introductory one-way fares will start as low as $49, according to the airline.

"We look forward to connecting vacationers from Minnesota and Ohio to popular costal destinations in 
Florida," Drew Wells, the airline's senior vice president of revenue and planning, said. "Allegiant is 
dedicated to providing the most affordable, accessible flights -- without the hassle of layovers or 
connections.” 

Allegiant already has a sizable operation at Sarasota-Bradenton airport. The airline launched at SRQ in 
April 2018 with three destinations, and today, it serves 29. Most recently, Allegiant began service 
between service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Austin, Texas, on April 14.  

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant, which is building its first resort, 
Sunseeker, on the Peace River in Charlotte Harbor. The 785-key hotel, 
which was delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, is under 
construction and expected to open next year. 

John Redmond, Allegiant's president, said at a press conference last year that the airport flies 8 million 
leisure travelers in and out of Florida every year. Charlotte County's Punta Gorda Airport was the airline's 
busiest destination during the pandemic, Redmond said. Two other airlines currently offer service to 
Minneapolis-St. Paul from Sarasota-Bradenton: Sun Country Airlines and Delta Air Lines.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/05/06/allegiant-air-starting-service-midwest-sarasota-bradenton/9677742002/ 

https://srq-airport.com/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/10/allegiant-airlines-adds-flights-sarasota-bradenton-punta-gorda-airport/5551505001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/10/allegiant-airlines-adds-flights-sarasota-bradenton-punta-gorda-airport/5551505001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/01/flights-austin-texas-begin-via-allegiant-air-sarasota-bradenton/9297125002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/2019/08/22/sun-country-airlines-joining-sarasota-bradenton-airport/4382404007/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/05/06/allegiant-air-starting-service-midwest-sarasota-bradenton/9677742002/
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By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Local 
airports say that disturbances 
between passengers and per-
sonnel have been down since 
the suspension of  the mask 
mandate.

This corresponds with a na-
tional drop in such disturbanc-
es, though the trend predates 
the mandate’s end.

The Federal Aviation 
Administration has stated on 
their website that there were 
approximately 1.9 incidents 
involving “unruly passengers” 
for the week of April 17-24, down 
from 4.4 for the previous week.

It was on April 18 when a 
judge ruled the CDC’s mandate 
for passengers to wear masks 
was beyond the organization’s 
authority.

Many airlines announced the 
end of  the mask mandate that 
night. Videos online showed 
passengers cheering and re-
moving their marks mid-fl ight 
in celebration.

Frederick J. Piccolo, pres-
ident and CEO for Sarasota 
Manatee Airport Authority, 
said that passenger and staff  
interactions were normal when 
the mask mandate was fi rst put 
into place. Over time, however, 
people seemed to grow more 
frustrated with the regulation.

The Sarasota-Bradenton 

International Airport was 
already requiring employees to 
wear masks before the mandate 
was put into eff ect in 2020. 
The Airport also made other 
moves to combat the spread 
of  COVID-19 – doubling their 
janitorial staff , making hand 
sanitizer and masks available 
to passengers, and installing 
temperature-testing machines 
and sneeze guards at terminals.

“We did all that within the 
fi rst month of  the pandemic,” 
Piccolo said.

Piccolo noted the sneeze 

guards and temperature 
machines are in the process of  
being phased out at the airport; 
however, the Airport Authority 
plans to maintain the size of  
their janitorial staff  and contin-
ue to stock masks and sanitizer 
for those who want them.

Kaley Miller, spokeswoman for 
the Punta Gorda Airport, said 
that there was a similar tension 
with passengers acting unruly 
with staff  during the mandate.

“Overall, I think there is a 

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — At 
5, Mark Lampart was 
scooping snakes out of  his 
Englewood neighbor’s pool.

Now, the 23-year-old regu-
larly relocates rattlesnakes 
and other “scary” snakes
and kills nuisance Burmese 
pythons in the Everglades.

“Snakes play an environ-
mentally significant role in
the ecosystem in Florida 
and giving them a second
chance after we took their 
land is the least we can do,”
Lampart said.

The Lemon Bay High
School alumnus said he 
doesn’t remember a time 
when he wasn’t interested 

in snakes. He said with the 
ongoing volume of  con-
struction and development 
throughout Englewood,
there have been lots more
snake sightings.

That’s fine with Lampart.
“Snakes are afraid of  

humans,” he said. “If  you 
cross paths with a snake, 
keep going. They will try to 
get away from you because 
you are bigger, and the 
snake thinks you are likely

trying to eat it because you
are a predator.”

Lampart removes all
kinds of  snakes from yards,
drains, gutters, attics and
other places and relocates 
them.

The only snakes he kills 
are the Burmese pythons, 
which are non-native 
reptiles.

“They (Burmese pythons)

End of mask mandate, return of polite?
Airport tensions

ease after judge

nixes mandate

Man removes snakes from 

residential areas, finds them homes

Eastern diamondback 
rattlesnakes are 
spotted in regional 
neighborhoods 
where there’s a lot of 
construction. Mark 
Lampart, who has no fear 
of snakes, removes and 
relocates them.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY 

MARK LAMPART

“You have to act so quickly that there’s 
really no time to be scared.”

Mark Lampart
snake catcher

MORE INFO
For more information,

call 941-662-6447 or 

visit his Facebook page, 

www.facebook.com/

mark.lampart.169.

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — Donna Crawford is days
away from homelessness.

The North Port woman, 57, has health
and developmental disabilities, was unable 
to pay rent at
a mobile-home 
park. Both of  her 
parents are dead 
and Crawford has
no income.

Park owners
could have an 
eviction notice
served next week. 
At that point,
Crawford must
leave.

But she has 
friends and 
advocates willing
to help.

Their obstacles
are twofold.

Sky-high 
Southwest
Florida rents, averaging more than $2,000 per
month in Sarasota County, are up 30-40% in 
some instances; and landlords reluctant to 
lease to nonprofits, Ellen Domke said.

Domke is a board member with When All 
Else Fails, a North Port-Englewood housing 
advocacy group pledging up to $2,500 in
monthly rent to help Crawford.

But it’s not easy. One local man with a
rental bumped the monthly fee when Domke’s
group requested it for Crawford and three
other disabled women, she said. That rate
nearly doubled from $2,400 to $1,000 for each 
woman, well over the group’s budget.

“We were hoping for compassionate and 
nice,” she said. “But it’s not like that.”

Crawford isn’t alone in her dilemma. 
Millions of  older Americans suff er from
the lack of  aff ordable housing, with more
than 4 million of  them over 65 living in

Victim of rent hikes
Friends scramble to aid 

North Port woman

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Donna Crawford could be 
homeless if advocates
can’t fi nd aff ordable 
housing by next week.

By JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — A series
of  sales-tax “holidays” on 
such things as school clothes, 
hurricane supplies and tools 
and a suspension of  the state
gas tax in October topped a 
package signed into law Friday
by Gov. Ron DeSantis.

The tax package (HB 7071), 
passed by the Legislature in 
March, will reduce state and 
local revenues by $804.3 mil-
lion during the upcoming 
fi scal year, according to a 
House staff  analysis. The total 
will increase to about $1.1 bil-
lion when future impacts are
factored in.

Along with holding 

traditional tax-holiday periods
before the school year and 
as hurricane season starts,
the package will eliminate
taxes during all or part of  the 
2022-2023 fi scal year on items 
including baby clothes, dia-
pers, children’s books, Energy 
Star appliances, impact-resis-
tant doors and windows, new 
mobile homes and admissions 
to Formula One Grand Prix 
races and the Daytona 500.

“This bill comes at an 
opportune time, as families 
grapple with the rising costs 
of  everyday expenses like
gas, food and clothing,”
Department of  Children and
Families Secretary Shevaun 
Harris said during an appear-
ance with DeSantis in Ocala. “I 

know that every penny saved 
counts.”

State leaders touted that the 
election-year package will help 
consumers.

“The tax relief  you’re going 
to see are going to be breaks 
for really critical needs, like
gas, diapers, disaster sup-
plies, tools for skilled trades,
recreational activities, you
name it,” DeSantis said. “And, 
so, families are going to be able
to save for things that really 
matter for them.”

DeSantis, whose youngest 
child is 2 years old, highlighted 
the tax breaks for diapers and
baby clothes during a bill-sign-
ing ceremony at Sam’s Club

DeSantis signs tax ‘holidays,’ gas-tax break

SEE TAX, 7A

THE KNACK OF
SNAKE-CATCHING

SEE SNAKE, 4A SEE RENT, 4A

SEE UNRULY, 4A

NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA FILE PHOTO

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Friday signed a tax package for the 
upcoming year.
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eat everything,” he said. “They 
impact the ecosystem. They eat 
rodents, raccoons and ‘pos-
sums. Occasionally when you 
catch a 17-foot one, you call it a 
deer eater — they eat white tail 
deer. These snakes cut down 
the population of  fur-bearing 
mammals down south. It’s a 
real problem. They are doing a 
ton of  damage.”

Lampart said the problem 
began after Hurricane Andrew 
hit Florida in 1992.

“An exotic breeding facility 
that raised Burmese pythons 
on the edge of  the Everglades 
was hit by the hurricane and 
hundreds of  these snakes went 
missing,” he said. Over the 
years, they have reproduced in 
the swamps, creeks and forests 
of  the Everglades.

“I catch and kill them,” he 
said of  the pythons.

Lampart said he’s never been 
afraid of  snakes, even if  they 
are large or poisonous.

“There are times I’m in the 
Everglades and I don’t see my 
target,” he said. “There are 
other times when I’m happy I 
found what I was looking for. 
You have to act so quickly that 
there’s really no time to be 
scared.

“Anybody who reacts to a 
snake it is out of  fear,” he said. 
“I have an understanding of  the 
snake and can predict what it’s 
going to do. If  you see a snake, 
leave it alone. Keep your dog 
away from it, because the snake 
can bite it in the face. The 
snake is defending itself.”

Lampart said he likes snakes 
so much because they play a 
vital role in the ecosystem.

“Snakes maintain a balance 
in the food chain,” he said. 
“They are a keystone species 
like the gopher tortoise which 
means without them, the 
ecosystem would collapse.

“In Florida, we have the dry 
season and forest fires. The 
majority of  the wildlife seeks 
refuge in the tortoise burrow. 
The Eastern diamondback 
rattlesnakes share the burrow. 
Rodents also use the burrow 
and then create smaller 

tunnels that collapse and create 
more problems. So it’s good 
the snakes eat the rodents. 
Therefore, the snakes manage 
the rodents and keeps the 
burrows healthy in the case of  
forest fires.”

Lampart said he will relocate 
any snake, even if  it’s an 
unwanted pet. He said they 
shouldn’t be let loose in water-
ways because, like Burmese 
pythons, they can dangerously 
impact the ecosystem.

Lampart said his full-time job 
interferes with his snake calls.

“I once had to get a 6-foot red-
tail boa out of  an attic at a run-
down house in Englewood,” 
he said. “There were trees 
overhanging the home, which 
may have been how the boa got 
inside.

“It wasn’t a routine removal.”
Lampart has other hobbies 

besides catching snakes. He 
also likes to catch and release 
sharks.

But that’s another story.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

SNAKE
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARK LAMPART

Englewood resident Mark Lampart relocates a Eastern 
diamondback rattlesnake from a residential neighborhood.

general sense of  relief  and 
a positive change in attitude 
since masks are optional 
now,” Miller stated in an 
email to The Daily Sun.

The Punta Gorda Airport 
previously had access to a 
supply of  cotton masks for 
distribution to passengers, 
provided by FEMA; Allegiant 
Air also provided a “health 
and safety kit” to passengers, 
which included face masks.

While the mask distribu-
tion is no longer ongoing, the 
airport does plan to maintain 
the increased sanitation 
protocols implemented early 
on in the pandemic.

While the end of  the 
mandate has been credited 
with easing tensions, the FAA 
previously stated that the 
implementation of  a “Zero 
Tolerance” policy against 
unruly passengers had 
contributed to the decline in 
such incidents.

There have been 1,311 
reported unruly passenger 
incidents across the country, 
according to the FAA, as 
of  Tuesday, May 3; so far 
this year, 415 investigations 
into such cases have been 
initiated.

Investigations into unruly 
passengers hit a 26-year high 
of  1,099 in 2021, according to 
FAA data, sharply increasing 
from 183 in 2020. The lowest 
number of  investigations 
reported was just 91 cases in 
2017.

The Daily Sun reached out 
to the Florida Department of  
Health in Charlotte County 
to ask if  the end of  the mask 
mandate would reduce 
demand and availability of  
face masks.

“At this time, transmission 
is low, and Charlotte County 
residents have access to a va-
riety of  resources, including 
masks, immunizations, test-
ing, and treatments,” FDOH 
spokeswoman Meranda Pitt 
said.

UNRULY
FROM PAGE 1A

THOUSANDS OF PLANTS TO CHOOSE FROM

VOTED #1 GARDEN CENTER AND LANDSCAPER IN VENICE
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0-
1 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON-SAT 8:00AM TO 6:00PM • SUN 9:00AM TO 5:00PM

WWW.MRTLAWNANDGARDEN.COM

TWO LOCATIONS
VENICE

MRT ACE Lawn and 
Garden Center

5175 Englewood Rd Venice, FL 34293
 Phone: (941) 493-1293 

PORT CHARLOTTE 
MRT ACE Hardware and

 Garden Center

2775 El Jobean Rd Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Phone: (941) 883-7117

20212021

BUY 3

GET 1 FREE
3 GALLON PLANTS

Expires 5/13/22. Of equal or lesser 
value. Not able to combine with any 
other coupons or offers. Cannot be 
used on fruit bearing plants. Limit 3 free 
plants for each coupon presented per 
customer per day. Must bring in coupon 
from paper. No copies. Refunds will not 
be given. Additional restrictions may 
apply. See: MRTlawnandgarden.com 
for further information. 

VOTED BEST GARDEN CENTER, 
DECORATIVE CONCRETE, LANDSCAPING, LAWN EQUIPMENT, HARDWARE STORE



 
PUNTA GORDA - Local airports say that disturbances between passengers and personnel have been 
down since the suspension of the mask mandate. This corresponds with a national drop in such 
disturbances, though the trend predates the mandate’s end. 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration has stated on their website that there were approximately 1.9 
incidents involving “unruly passengers” for the week of April 17-24, down from 4.4 for the previous 
week. 
 
It was on April 18 when a judge ruled the CDC’s mandate for passengers to wear masks was beyond the 
organization’s authority. Many airlines announced the end of the mask mandate that night. Videos online 
showed passengers cheering and removing their marks mid-flight in celebration. 
 
Frederick J. Piccolo, president and CEO for Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority, said that passenger and 
staff interactions were normal when the mask mandate was first put into place. Over time, however, 
people seemed to grow more frustrated with the regulation. 
 
The Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport was already requiring employees to wear masks before the 
mandate was put into effect in 2020. The Airport also made other moves to combat the spread of COVID-
19 – doubling their janitorial staff, making hand sanitizer and masks available to passengers, and 
installing temperature-testing machines and sneeze guards at terminals. 
 
“We did all that within the first month of the pandemic,” Piccolo said. 
 
Piccolo noted the sneeze guards and temperature machines are in the process of being phased out at the 
airport; however, the Airport Authority plans to maintain the size of their janitorial staff and continue to 
stock masks and sanitizer for those who want them. 
 
Kaley Miller, spokeswoman for the Punta Gorda Airport, said that there was a similar tension with 
passengers acting unruly with staff during the mandate. 
 
“Overall, I think there is a general sense of relief and a positive change in attitude since masks are 
optional now,” Miller stated in an email to The Daily Sun. 
 
The Punta Gorda Airport previously had access to a supply of cotton masks for distribution to passengers, 
provided by FEMA; Allegiant Air also provided a “health and safety kit” to passengers, which included 
face masks. 
 
While the mask distribution is no longer ongoing, the airport does plan to maintain the increased 
sanitation protocols implemented early on in the pandemic. 
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While the end of the mandate has been credited with easing tensions, the FAA previously stated that the 
implementation of a “Zero Tolerance” policy against unruly passengers had contributed to the decline in 
such incidents. 
 
There have been 1,311 reported unruly passenger incidents across the country, according to the FAA, as 
of Tuesday, May 3; so far this year, 415 investigations into such cases have been initiated. 
 
Investigations into unruly passengers hit a 26-year high of 1,099 in 2021, according to FAA data, sharply 
increasing from 183 in 2020. The lowest number of investigations reported was just 91 cases in 2017. 
 
The Daily Sun reached out to the Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County to ask if the end of 
the mask mandate would reduce demand and availability of face masks. 
 
“At this time, transmission is low, and Charlotte County residents have access to a variety of resources, 
including masks, immunizations, testing, and treatments,” FDOH spokeswoman Meranda Pitt said. 

https://www.yoursun.com/faa-unruly-passengers-decreased-after-mandate-suspended/article_25117ac2-cd62-11ec-a01a-87c844d36f2d.html 

 

https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-zero-tolerance-policy-against-unruly-passengers-here-stay#:~:text=Under%20the%20policy%2C%20the%20FAA,rate%20more%20than%2060%20percent.
https://www.yoursun.com/faa-unruly-passengers-decreased-after-mandate-suspended/article_25117ac2-cd62-11ec-a01a-87c844d36f2d.html
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Bretan wants to 
reduce costs to fly
Editor:

As a frequent traveler, having 
a convenient, low-cost airport in 
Punta Gorda is extremely important 
to me and my family. This is why 
I am supporting Eric Bretan for 
Airport Authority. Eric believes the 
airport should keep the taxes paid 
by commercial airline passengers 
and airlines low. The airport already 
has over $30 million in cash that it is 
not currently using, why should 
passengers and airlines pay more to 
fly out of the airport? I’ve been 
having to fly out of Sarasota to save 
money.

Eric’s opponent for Airport 
Authority believes that airlines and 
passengers should pay higher fees 
for their use of the airport. He is 
also on record saying that it’s a good 
idea for the airport to have debt. 
Could this be a reason that other 
airlines are not flying into Punta 
Gorda? I would love it for Southwest 
or JetBlue to start service at PGD 
and I think with Eric’s leadership 
this can become a reality.

I also appreciate the fact that Eric 
Bretan wants the airport to work 
much more closely with the FAA to 
ensure that everything that can be 
done is done to minimize noise over 
residential areas. In contrast, when 
his opponent hears of aircraft noise 
complaints from his constituents, he 
brushes them off and tells them to 
speak with staff.

I believe Eric Bretan is the clear 
choice for Airport Authority. I hope 
you do too and will vote for Eric this 
August. Thank you!

Stacy Roush
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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Vote no to airport 
debt and to Hancik
Editor:

As a small business owner in the 
1980s, I experienced firsthand the 
strain that high-rate debt can place 
on even a successful enterprise. 
That is why I can’t understand why 
Rob Hancik, candidate for Airport 
Authority, wants the Punta Gorda 
Airport to start issuing significant 
amounts of  debt to finance its 
growth.

In numerous newspaper articles 

and board minutes, Hancik 
is quoted as being in favor of  
increasing the airport’s debt load. 
And how will the airport pay 
back this debt? Hancik is also on 
record wanting to increase the 
fees both passengers and airlines 
pay to the airport. This is the 
exact same thing he did working 
at the Springfield Airport in 
Missouri. The airport issued over 
$100 million worth of  bonds to 
finance its growth, most of  which 
the passengers of  the airport are 
still paying off today.

Fortunately for Charlotte 
County, Hancik’s plans have so far 
been thwarted by other members 
of  the Airport Authority board and 
staff. Issuing bonds or debt in a 
rising-rate environment benefits no 
one but Wall Street and big banks. 
Vote no to debt. Vote no to higher 
taxes and fees. Vote no to big 
finance. Vote no to Rob Hancik.

Richard Francois
Punta Gorda

Can DeSantis keep us in
Daylight Savings?
Editor:

I was just wondering if  the great 
DeSantis, with all of  his power, can
keep us in daylight savings time. 
There is light from 6:30 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Light for kids to go to school
safely and light that lasts long 
enough for dinner at Farlows. I
think it would be good for tourism 
and for us locals. Like I said, just
wondering.

Caroline Cataldo
Port Charlotte

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters are welcome on virtually any 

subject, but we do have some rules. 

Please keep them to less than 250 

words. Letters will be edited to length 

as well as for grammar and spelling. All 

letters must be signed with full name 

—  not initials. An address and telephone 

number must be included, but will not 

be published. Due to the number of 

letters received, we are able to run only 

one letter per person per month. 

Opinions and statements made in 

letters are solely those of the individual 

writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, Letters 

to the Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, 

Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or email 

them to letters@yoursun.com. Further 

questions, call 941-681-3003.

Viewpoint
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Someone needs to step up.

Hancik deserves our 
vote in Authority race
Editor:

How lucky are we in Charlotte 
County to have the Punta Gorda 
Airport in our backyard? And how 
lucky are we to have an extremely 
qualified candidate running for the 
Airport Authority in District 2 in 
Rob Hancik.

He has extensive aviation 
experience. He spent 32 years 
as director of  aviation at the 
Springfield/Branson National 
Airport, MO, received a lifetime 
achievement award from the 
Missouri Airport Managers 
Association, is an accredited 
airport executive and has testified 
before the U.S. Congress on 

aviation issues and as an expert 
witness.

His objectives include: enhancing 
airport revenues without relying 
on local taxpayer support; 
maximizing airport development 
through grants and partnerships; 
maintaining transparency with 
the community; recognizing the 
importance of  the general aviation 
tenant community and users; and 
providing long-term, experienced 
vision and planning for the 
airport, which does not include 
privatization.

How lucky are we to have Rob 
Hancik running for re-election? 
Very lucky! He deserves our vote!

Wendy Sullivan
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant  

(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)

North Port Office: 941-429-4560 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 

Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-534-0073 

Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 

Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026
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At the same time,
any amendment will
need state approvals
before it is adopted and 
incorporated into the
comp plan, Cullinan 
said. State offi  cials 
want amendments to
provide “predictable and
meaningful standards.”

The three options
proposed for Cape Haze 
by county staff  are:

• To set the maximum 

density at 30 dwelling 
units per acre for
properties outside of  
the Coastal High Hazard
Area and for properties 
west of  the Myakka
River and Charlotte
Harbor. Within the 
designated high hazard 
areas in Cape Haze, no 
more than 15 dwelling
units per acre will be
permitted.

• Limiting maximum 
densities to 15 dwelling 
units per acre west 
of  the Myakka and
Charlotte Harbor.

• Limiting maximum 
densities to 15 units 
per acre and limiting
the aff ected area to
properties along the 
Boca Grande Causeway
to the swing bridge,
properties at the 
junction of  Placida and 
Gasparilla roads.

Commissioners will 
be asked to clarify what
geographic boundaries
in Cape Haze they want
to set for the land use
amendment.

While the Friends of  
Cape Haze are not in

complete agreement with
any of  the three options, 
the group begrudgingly
gave its support to 
the “not ideal” second 
option.

“The (second option) is 
the best and would limit
development in West
County to up to 15 units/
acre,” the group stated. 
“Other options would
allow up to 30 units/acre 
or apply only around the 
Boca Grande Causeway.”

“It’s spectacularly 
important,” said Percy 
Angelo, a spokeswoman 

for the Friends of  Cape
Haze. She and other 
residents feel Cape Haze 
needs all the protections
possible from over 
development.

Concerns over future
growth in Cape Haze 
surfaced in March when
the commissioners voted
to acquire properties 
along Coral Creek to
develop a kayak/canoe 
launch and other passive
park amenities. Those 
properties were zoned 
for manufactured homes
and would allow lots 

for 18 or 19 homes to be
developed.

The County 
Commission meeting 
begins 9 a.m. Tuesday
in the commission 
chambers, Room 119, at 
the Charlotte County
Administration Center, 
18500 Murdock Circle,
Port Charlotte. The 
commission’s agenda is 
posted online at www.
charlottecountyfl .gov.

Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com

CAPE
FROM PAGE 1B

superior in fi ve out of  
nine social and economic 
factors, including a 
higher percentage of  
high school graduates
and lower percentages 
of  unemployment,
children in poverty and 
children in single-parent
households.

The state rate of  
people with “some col-
lege” was higher, while
Charlotte County had
the lower numbers for
violent crime and injury 
deaths.

Among physical 
environmental factors,
Sarasota County had 
cleaner air; no drinking 
water violations; and a
lower percentage of  peo-
ple with a long commute 
to work who drive alone.

Charlotte County
had a lower percentage 
of  people with severe
housing problems and 
the state overall had
a lower percentage of  
people who drive to work
alone.

Visit CountyHealth
Rankings.org to see the
complete reports.

HEALTH
FROM PAGE 1B

BY STAFF REPORT

SARASOTA — Allegiant 
has added to its northern and 
western routes.

In a Friday news release, it 
announced seven new routes 
starting in August — including 
more airports in Minnesota and 
California.

“We’re thrilled to grow our 
network and provide Allegiant 
travelers with new fl ight 
options,” said Drew Wells, 
Allegiant senior vice presi-
dent — revenue and planning. 
“Our recent announcement to 
begin base operations in Provo, 
Utah has opened the door for 
an expanded route map and 

these new fl ights will connect 
area travelers to four top-tier 
destinations.”

The Midwest is also on its 
mind.

“We look forward to connect-
ing vacationers from Minnesota 
and Ohio to popular costal des-
tinations in Florida. Allegiant 
is dedicated to providing the 
most aff ordable, accessible 
fl ights — without the hassle of  
layovers or connections,” Wells 
said.

The new route connecting 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport 
with Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport begins 
Oct. 6. It’ll have an introductory 
one-way fare for $49 — minus 
tax and must be purchased by 
May 8, according to some of  the 
fi ne print.

It’s also adding new routes 
from Akron-Canton Airport 
to Sanford, starting Oct. 6; and 
from Akron-Canton Airport 

to Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport — also 
starting Oct. 6.

Other expansion takes 

Allegiant to San Diego, Las 
Vegas, Portland, Ore. and 
Sanford, from its Provo, Utah 
airport.

It noted fl ights are subject to 
changes. For more information 
on fl ights and fares, visit www.
Allegiant.com.

Minnesota 

residents have new 

option for flights to 

Florida in October

SUN FILE PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Passengers load onto an Allegiant fl ight out of Punta Gorda Airport recently.

Allegiant adds new route to SRQ

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
Cooper Street seeks 

volunteers
Cooper Street, a nonprofi t 

after-school program for students
grades K-6, has reopened under 
new management. Volunteers
are needed to help children with
their homework from 4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Monday-Thursday. Vaccination
and masks are required. For more
information, call 941-626-9140.

FSW Charlotte Campus
Observatory opens for 2021-22

viewing season
Friday is the last opportunity 

for viewing sessions for the
season at The James & Barbara
Moore Observatory at the Florida 
SouthWestern State College 
Charlotte Campus. Observation 
sessions begin 30-45 minutes
after dark, outdoors and weather
permitting. Sessions are free 

and open to the public. The FSW 
Charlotte Campus is at 26300 
Airport Road, Punta Gorda.

For more information or for
a full schedule of  observatory 
events, call 941-637-3518 or 941-
637-5652, or visit https://www.fsw.
edu/charlotte/observatory.

Property Appraiser accepting 
2023 exemption applications
The Charlotte County Property 

Appraiser is accepting 2023 ex-
emption applications. Homestead
exemption applications can be
fi led online. Visit www.ccapprais-
er.com for further instructions.
In addition, applications may be
fi led in person at one of  the offi  ce 
locations; 18500 Murdock Circle,
Port Charlotte; South County
Annex, 410 Taylor Street, Punta 
Gorda, and West Charlotte Annex,
6868 San Casa Drive, Englewood, 
or obtain an instruction sheet and 

application form at www.ccap-
praiser.com to apply by mail. The 
fi ling deadline is 5 p.m. March 1, 
2023. For more information, call
941-743-1593.

Valerie’s House
Valerie’s House has resumed 

in-person grief  support groups at 
three Valerie’s House locations. 
The nonprofit, which helps 
children grieve the loss of  a loved 
one, has experienced an increas-
ing number of  families seeking 
grief  counseling.

Valerie’s House is implementing
safety precautions at all of  its 
locations, including requiring all 
employees to be vaccinated and 
wear masks during group therapy 
sessions. Families, however, will 
not be required to be vaccinated. 
More information can be found at
www.valerieshouse.org.

CAMERON LOH
ATTORNEY- AT-LAW

Living Trusts
Joint...$600

Single...$500

NFA Firearms Trust ..........$600

Simple Will .............$125
Health Care Surrogate .....$100
Power of Attorney ............$100

No Consultation Fee

Probate • Living Trusts • Wills

1620 Placida Rd. Suite D • Englewood

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisement. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifi cations and 
experience. Clients may be liable for any expenses in addition to fee.

941-475-4418
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ZUSMAN EYE CARE CENTER

Team Eye Consultant
Tampa Bay Rays
624-4500

www.zusmaneyecarecenter.com
Neil B. Zusman, 
M.D., F.A.C.S.

Voted Best Ophthalmologist 
2009-2015, 2018, 2020, 2021
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ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY LICENSE # AL13053

HERITAGE OAKS ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
7374 SAN CASA DRIVE  |  ENGLEWOOD, FL 34224  |  HERITAGEOAKSLIVING.COM

Voted 2020 and 2021 Best of Englewood Winner Assisted Living & Memory Care

Clean Air
COMMITMENTENGLEWOODENGLEWOOD

20222022
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Happy Mother’s Day

The home-like fee of Heritage Oaks Assisted Living & Memory Care creates a
comfortable environment where residents are free to explore their interests

through an array of daily activities and social events.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR CALL 941.698.2600

IT’S NOT LIKE HOME.
IT IS HOME.TM
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$125
ANYTIME

941-423-6955
www.heroncreekgcc.com  

Heron Creek Blvd North Port FL 34287 
Sumter Blvd Between US41 & I-75, Exit 182

Starting Sunday, May 8 
Golfer Appreciation Special: 

$42 
before 7:45 or aft er 12:30

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$1111111111111122222222255555555
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYTTTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIMMMMMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEEE
$59

ANYTIME
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GULFCOAST

Allegiant Air announced new ser-
vice between Sarasota-Bradenton In-
ternational Airport and Minneapolis-
St. Paul International Airport in Min-
nesota starting in October.

Allegiant, a low-cost airline based
in Las Vegas, said that service be-
tween Sarasota-Bradenton and Min-
neapolis-St. Paul will start Oct. 6. In-
troductory one-way fares will start as
low as $49, according to the airline.

"We look forward to connecting va-
cationers from Minnesota and Ohio to
popular costal destinations in Florida,"
Drew Wells, the airline's senior vice 

Allegiant
adding local
flights to
Twin Cities
SRQ-MSP service
will begin in October 

Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Allegiant Air said it will begin flying
between Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport and
Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport in October. DAN WAGNER/

HERALD-TRIBUNE STAFF PHOTO

See ALLEGIANT, Page 6C



Sale applies to all Carpet, Hardwood, Laminate and Vinyl. 
Offer good through

941-667-4510

5/31/22

president of revenue and planning,
said. "Allegiant is dedicated to providing
the most affordable, accessible flights --
without the hassle of layovers or con-
nections.”

Allegiant already has a sizable opera-
tion at Sarasota-Bradenton airport. The
airline launched at SRQ in April 2018
with three destinations, and today, it
serves 29. Most recently, Allegiant be-
gan service between service between
Sarasota-Bradenton and Austin, Texas,
on April 14. 

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant,

which is building its first resort, Sun-
seeker, on the Peace River in Charlotte
Harbor. The 785-key hotel, which was
delayed because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, is under construction and ex-
pected to open next year.

John Redmond, Allegiant's presi-
dent, said at a press conference last year
that the airport flies 8 million leisure
travelers in and out of Florida every
year. Charlotte County's Punta Gorda
Airport was the airline's busiest desti-
nation during the pandemic, Redmond
said.

Two other airlines currently offer ser-
vice to Minneapolis-St. Paul from Sara-
sota-Bradenton: Sun Country Airlines
and Delta Air Lines. 

Allegiant
Continued from Page 1C
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Hancik, Authority 
are doing a super job
Editor:

I know Rob Hancik as a neighbor 
and president of  the Burnt Store 
Lakes Property Owners Association 
having almost 700 homes. He has 
historically demonstrated his 
leadership over the past 18 years in 
maintaining the management of  a 
deed restricted community.

Recently there have been a couple 
letters on his opponent which raised 
questions in my mind as being true, 
so I asked Mr. Hancik for the facts. 
Hancik’s opponent envisions three 
to four more airlines! The Authority 
consistently is exploring new mar-
kets with both existing and other 
airlines. The Authority’s business 
model has worked in Allegiant’s 
expansion to over 50 cities and new 
service by Sun Country Airline. 
Hancik also stated the airlines in 
2021 paid the Authority 94 cents per 
passenger to use the airport. Now 
that doesn’t sound like Hancik is 
opposed to the current business 
model.

Also, the only debt the Authority 
has is a $1.7 million loan currently 
being paid off with the terms of  the 
loan agreement! The airport does 
not receive any local tax support. 
The Airport Authority and its 
management staff are doing a great 
job at our airport.

Sandra J. Funk
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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Travel distance from
Babcock Ranch

7

1. Publix, Fort Myers Shores 5.8 miles

2. North Fort Myers 7 miles

3. Downtown Fort Myers 13 miles

4. Edison Mall 18.5 miles

5. Punta Gorda Airport 24.4 miles

6. RSW 24.5 miles

7. Downtown Punta Gorda 28 miles

DRIVING DISTANCES FROM BABCOCK RANCH

SmartChoicesHealth.com
239-785-3307 ext. 10
Locally Owned and Operated 

at Babcock Ranch

SCAN 
TO 

LEARN 
MORE!

DID YOU KNOW?
US Health 
Insurance 
and Medicare
Stop at the 
Border

It’s true, US Health Insurance and
Medicare Plans stop at the  border.
Don’t leave your medical care to chance! 
Traveling abroad can be an exciting 
adventure, but what happens if you become 
ill or injured during your journey? Medicare 
and many domestic plans offer very little or
no coverage for international travelers. Smart 
Choices Health offers Patriot Travel Medical
Insurance®, a plan that provides a wide range
of benefits, 24-hour availability, and services 
designed specifically for those traveling
outside their country of citizenship.

Whether you are moving abroad,
traveling between countries or maintaining 
multiple countries of residence, we have a
medical plan to fit your needs.

This plan includes 
benefits such as:
  • Emergency Evacuation
  • Repatriation Coverage
  • Emergency Reunion
  • Common Carrier  Accidental Death
  • Accident Death & Dismemberment

Please Contact

Barbara Saxton
barbara@smartchoiceshealth.com
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SEE SUNSEEKER, A34 

Sunseeker Resort to introduce new 60,000 square foot event center
SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

The highly anticipated Sunseek-
er Resort Charlotte Harbor is set to 
become much more than just a tra-
ditional waterfront resort. Occupying 
more than 22 waterfront acres, Sunseek-
er Resort Charlotte Harbor — located at 
4949 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte — is 
the first resort property of Sunseeker 
Resorts, a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Allegiant Travel Company.

Now the independently flagged prop-
erty, which will offer guests the finest 

COURTESY PHOTO

A rendering of the completed Sunseeker Resort, now accepting reservations for May 2023.
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amenities on the gulf coast, features 
plans for a 60,000-square-foot event 
space featuring world-class catering, 
innovative breakout areas, immersive 
indoor/outdoor spaces and stunning 
waterfront views of the Charlotte Har-
bor. 

From social events to corporate 
meetings, the cutting-edge event facility 
offers the latest multimedia equipment, 
with the ideal mix of privacy, flexibil-
ity and convenience transforming any 
event into an unforgettable experience. 
Easily situated close to five airports 
— Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), Sara-
sota-Bradenton International Airport 
(SRQ), St. Pete-Clearwater Internation-
al Airport (PIE), Tampa International 
Airport (TPA) and Orlando Sanford 
International Airport (SFB) — and 
accessible to Tampa, Sarasota, Miami 
and Orlando, Sunseeker Resort offers 
the perfect combination of versatility 
and leisure for groups of all sizes. For 
groups looking to fly directly into Punta 

Gorda, Allegiant Air’s private charters 
are available from any U.S. airport for 
easy access to Sunseeker Resort. 

“The response from the meeting 
industry has been incredible, due to 
the fact that we will be the first com-
pletely new-build resort with 300-plus 
rooms to open in Southwest Florida in 
over three years,” said Renee McKen-
ney, CMP, executive director of Sales, 
Services and Experience “Groups are 
excited and can’t wait to experience the 
vibrancy of a new destination.” 

As one of the largest convention 
spaces in the West Coast of Florida, the 
event space will encompass the main 
ballroom, junior ballroom, two execu-
tive boardrooms, 12 meeting rooms and 
an ideation suite with three separate 
breakout rooms. From small, intensive 
work sessions or intimate events to 
major corporate summits for hundreds, 
the indoor and outdoor space features 
state-of-the-art audio and visual tech-
nology, dramatic lighting capabilities 
and high-resolution digital displays 
optimized for hybrid meetings. With 
22-foot-high ceilings and floor-to-ceil-
ing windows that overlook the spec-
tacular views of Charlotte Harbor and

a chef de cuisine preparing dishes in 
a dedicated banquet kitchen to the 
highest culinary standard, Sunseeker 
Resort offers a dynamic environment 
that allows groups the opportunity to 
customize and create their own unique 
event experience. 

“Associated Luxury Hotels Interna-
tional is honored to be engaged with 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, a 
luxury destination on the West Coast 
of Florida, that will include elegantly 
modern accommodations, ample first 
class meeting space, excellent culinary 
experiences and endless activities,” said 
Ashly Balding, ALHI chief sales offi-
cer. “This property is a true gem and 
has a phenomenal team, led by Renee 
McKenney, that is passionate to serve 
and ready to explore your next meeting 
opportunity.”

Set to become the center of activity 
in Charlotte Harbor, Sunseeker Resort 
offers the convenience of hosting an 
event and allowing for the conversation 
to continue over 18 holes of champi-
onship golf, on a private sunset char-
ter sailboat, or over a gourmet dinner 
crafted by the resort’s acclaimed chefs. 
Featuring 596 state rooms and 189 sig-

nature Sunsuites, the resort will be 
fully equipped with the finest ame-
nities, including a rooftop pool and 
lounge oasis, and a ground-level cas-
cading, ultra-luxe resort-style pool, 
retail outlets situated along a scenic 
harbor walk, a 7,100-square-foot state-
of-the-art fitness center with four 
group exercise studios with specialty 
instructor-led classes, tranquil spa, a 
world-class golf course exclusive to 
hotel guests, and 20 wholly-owned and 
branded food-and-beverage concepts, 
including seven standalone restaurant 
destinations with dedicated private din-
ing rooms for the ultimate intimate 
event spaces, 11 bars and lounges, two 
poolside offerings and a 25,000-square-
foot multi-dining experience.

Opening next year, Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor is now accepting 
guest reservations and RFPs for stays 
beginning in May 2023. For more infor-
mation on group and meeting bookings 
or to make reservations at Sunseeker 
Resort Charlotte Harbor, see www.sun-
seekerresorts.com or call 833-909-5700. 
For the most up-to-date news and infor-
mation, follow the hotel on Instagram 
@sunseekerresorts. ■

SUNSEEKER
From page 28
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The highly anticipated Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is set to become much more than just a 
traditional waterfront resort. Occupying more than 22 waterfront acres, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor — located at 4949 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte — is the first resort property of Sunseeker 
Resorts, a wholly owned subsidiary of Allegiant Travel Company. 

Now the independently flagged property, which will offer guests the finest amenities on the gulf coast, 
features plan for a 60,000-square-foot event space featuring world-class catering, innovative breakout 
areas, immersive indoor/outdoor spaces and stunning waterfront views of the Charlotte Harbor. 

From social events to corporate meetings, the cutting-edge event facility offers the latest multimedia 
equipment, with the ideal mix of privacy, flexibility and convenience transforming any event into an 
unforgettable experience. Easily situated close to five airports — Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), Sarasota 
Bradenton International Airport (SRQ), St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE), Tampa 
International Airport (TPA) and Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB) — and accessible to Tampa, 
Sarasota, Miami and Orlando, Sunseeker Resort offers the perfect combination of versatility and leisure 
for groups of all sizes. For groups looking to fly directly into Punta Gorda, Allegiant Air’s private 
charters are available from any U.S. airport for easy access to Sunseeker Resort. 

“The response from the meeting industry has been incredible, due to the fact that we will be the first 
completely new-build resort with 300-plus rooms to open in Southwest Florida in over three years,” said 
Renee McKenney, CMP, executive director of Sales, Services and Experience “Groups are excited and 
can’t wait to experience the vibrancy of a new destination.” 

As one of the largest convention spaces in the West Coast of Florida, the event space will encompass the 
main ballroom, junior ballroom, two executive boardrooms, 12 meeting rooms and an ideation suite with 
three separate breakout rooms. From small, intensive work sessions or intimate events to major corporate 
summits for hundreds, the indoor and outdoor space features state-of-the-art audio and visual technology, 
dramatic lighting capabilities and high-resolution digital displays optimized for hybrid meetings. With 22-
foot-high ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows that overlook the spectacular views of Charlotte Harbor 
and a chef de cuisine preparing dishes in a dedicated banquet kitchen to the highest culinary standard, 



Sunseeker Resort offers a dynamic environment that allows groups the opportunity to customize and 
create their own unique event experience. 

“Associated Luxury Hotels International is honored to be engaged with Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor, a luxury destination on the West Coast of Florida, that will include elegantly modern 
accommodations, ample first-class meeting space, excellent culinary experiences and endless activities,” 
said Ashly Balding, ALHI chief sales officer. “This property is a true gem and has a phenomenal team, 
led by Renee McKenney, that is passionate to serve and ready to explore your next meeting opportunity.” 

Set to become the center of activity in Charlotte Harbor, Sunseeker Resort offers the convenience of 
hosting an event and allowing for the conversation to continue over 18 holes of championship golf, on a 
private sunset charter sailboat, or over a gourmet dinner crafted by the resort’s acclaimed chefs. Featuring 
596 state rooms and 189 signature 

Sunsuites, the resort will be fully equipped with the finest amenities, including a rooftop pool and lounge 
oasis, and a ground-level cascading, ultra-luxe resort-style pool, retail outlets situated along a scenic 
harbor walk, a 7,100-square-foot state-of-the-art fitness center with four group exercise studios with 
specialty instructor-led classes, tranquil spa, a world-class golf course exclusive to hotel guests, and 20 
wholly-owned and branded food-and-beverage concepts, including seven standalone restaurant 
destinations with dedicated private dining rooms for the ultimate intimate event spaces, 11 bars and 
lounges, two poolside offerings and a 25,000-squarefoot multi-dining experience. 

Opening next year, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is now accepting guest reservations and RFPs for 
stays beginning in May 2023. For more information on group and meeting bookings or to make 
reservations at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, see www.sunseekerresorts.com or call 833-909-5700. 
For the most up-to-date news and information, follow the hotel on Instagram @sunseekerresorts. 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/sunseeker-resort-to-introduce-new-60000-square-foot-event-center/ 

 

http://www.sunseekerresorts.com/
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/sunseeker-resort-to-introduce-new-60000-square-foot-event-center/
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Don’t be fooled by 
Bretan’s talk of 
improvements
Editor:

The April 27 letter to the 
editor titled “Bretan believes 
airport can be much better,” 
conflicts with that which 
has been reported by your 
newspaper detailing the great 
improvements and activities 
that are going on at the Punta 
Gorda Airport.

How can someone with 
little aviation experience 
accomplish what is happening 
with the existing management 
leadership? Bretan has 
reported to have a banking/
financial background. Is this 
tied to another attempt to 
privatize the airport and take 
it out of  the hands of  Charlotte 
County citizens?

I encourage voters not to be 
swayed by political rhetoric 
and an unknown agenda. 
Bretan doesn’t seem to know 
what he is talking about. 
The facts and the incumbent 
Hancik’s success at the airport 
speak for its success.

Barbara Makray
Port Charlotte

Viewpoint
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The last two election cycles 
in Charlotte County have 
brought forward Airport 
Authority candidates 
interested in airport 
privatization. And now it 
seems to be showing up again 
as a leading issue in this 
year’s Authority election. So, 
let’s examine the subject more 
closely.

In 1997, the U.S. Congress 
established the Airport 
Investment Partnership 
Program formerly referred to 
as the Airport Privatization 
Pilot Program. This program 
was supposed to explore 
privatization as a means 
of  providing access to 
numerous sources of  private 
investment capital for 
airport improvements and 
development.

Those airports in the U.S. 
that evaluated the prospect 
of  privatization determined it 
was not in their interests. This 
should tell you something: 
not a good idea! There are 
no U.S. airports that have 
become fully privatized. There 
are always businesses on an 
airport that use the public/
private/partnership (PPP) 

model, like a parking garage, 
rent-a-car facilities, a hotel, 
but the airport managements 
have never become completely 
private.

Airports including the 
Punta Gorda Airport are 
usually well funded since 
they can use tax exempt debt 
financing, the Passenger 
Facility Fee, federal grants 
from the Airport Improvement 
Program and Florida State 
Airport grants. In addition, 
the 2020 CARES Act 
provided millions of  dollars 
to airports including Punta 
Gorda.

There are many airport 
privatizations in Europe, Asia-
Pacific and in Latin America. 
But it seems U.S. airports are 
not convinced of  the program.

The rules for U.S. airports 
are that all revenues 
generated by an airport must 
stay on the airport and can’t 
be diverted to anything or 
any entity outside the airport. 
However, revenue dollars from 
the privatization can leave 
the airport for any purpose. 
An important check on 
privatization is that two-thirds 
of  the airlines serving an 
airport must approve of  the 
deal.

It seems pretty simple why 
privatization is not a good 
move. The investors expect a 
profit from their investment. 
They get that profit from 
airport generated revenues 
which should be used to 
operate, maintain and improve 
the airport. Important airport 
services and improvements 
might suffer as revenue is 
diverted to pay the investors.

Airlines become the richest 
target for increasing revenue 
by mandating higher fees for 
airport use, and that is why 
airline approval is needed 
for privatization. Suppose 
the corporation running the 
airport chooses an airline with 
fewer destinations and poorer 

service because that airline 
agrees to provide higher fees 
to the airport. A quite likely 
scenario under privatization.

A publicly controlled airport 
must balance the needs of  the 
customers against the desire 
for higher revenues, since the 
people can ultimately elect a 
different Airport Authority.

Here is what has happened 
in Charlotte County over the 
last few years. The Authority 
had contracted a financial 
consultant to explore the 
opportunities that might be 
provided by privatization 
of  the airport. Numerous 
meetings with individual 
Authority members and the 
consultant were held over a 
number of  months. This was 
supposed to be an educational 
process for Authority 
members. Having completed 
this, the subject was scheduled 
as an agenda item at an 
Authority meeting.

Numerous people addressed 
the Authority comprising 
of  politicians, economic 
development organizations 
and charitable organizations, 
who were all in favor of  
privatization of  the airport. 

All obviously were hoping 
to be recipients of  some of  
the dollars that privatization 
would pay to the Authority.

Considerable discussion was 
held by the Authority. The 3-2 
vote to terminate exploring 
privatization was based on the 
fact that no U.S. airport has 
entirely privatized. Moreover, 
the potential investors 
were never identified, 
and to continue with the 
investigation just opened the 
door wider to a bad idea.

Allegiant Airlines put 
the final nail in the coffin 
with correspondence that 
they would object to and 
not approve privatization of  
the Punta Gorda Airport as 
required by the law.

The Authority decided not 
to pursue a legal investigation 
of  the process as in the end, 
privatization at this point is a 
dead issue.

Richard Pitz is a member 
of  the Charlotte County 
Curmudgeon Club, and can be 
contacted at CCCurmudgeons@
gmail.com

Let’s take a look at airport and privatization

RICHARD PITZ
Curmudgeon Corner

Honest, I’m going to write 
a book chockful of  random 
thoughts someday (my more
serious book about religion is 
already available on Amazon), 
but deadline pressures keep 
forcing me to cannibalize my
ideas for this column instead.

For instance, do you get 
confused by the (microscopic
and/or smeared) “sell by” 
and “best if  used by” labels 
on products? “Best if  used by
November 2022.” “Best if  used 
by July 2023.” Considering the 
sodium and sugar content in 
most of  the products, maybe 
the labels should announce, 
“Best if  used by the jerk
whose widow you would like
to marry in about five years.”

Why do we waste our time
soliciting highly subjective
information from the people 
in our lives? A business owner 
can ask how things went in 
his absence. One employee 

will start flailing his arms 
and announce his honest 
perception, “All hell broke 
loose!” Another will adopt 
the British “stiff upper lip” 
and sincerely assure the boss, 
“We had a trifle of  increased
activity.” A good surveillance
camera system would
solve the discrepancies. Of
course, there might be some 
conflicting cost estimates. 
(“It’ll cost an arm and a leg!” 
“It already paid for itself
when you were a gleam in 

your father’s eye!”)
Can movies and TV shows

drop the term “safehouse” 
when the police or CIA are 
talking about a location to 
stash a witness? As soon as 
the authorities utter the word
“safehouse,” it’s a “double dog 
dare you” for terrorists and
mobsters. The situation could
get worse only if  the feds 
promised witnesses, “You’ll be
snug here, but you’ll have to 
share a room with a gaggle of  
red-shirted Enterprise crew 
members.”

I understand that doctors
glean a modicum of  useful 
information from the standard
“How would you rate your
pain – on a scale from 1 to 10?”
question, but surely, we could 
start lopping off numbers from 
each end of  the spectrum. I 
mean, “1” sounds like you’re
bragging or in denial. And 
“10” carries the connotation

of  “As soon as you turn 
your back, I’m stealing your
prescription pad and getting 
sweet relief ! And why didn’t
you ask me about the pain 
before the waiting-room chairs
and the weigh-in???”

Are anthropologists for 
real? They can find a single 
tooth in an excavation and 
breathlessly declare, “This 
belonged to a redheaded
Neanderthal named Gronk,
but his friends all called him
‘Buddy.’ He slept on his left 
side, thought cirrocumulus
clouds looked like mastodon
flatulence and always flipped 
his lucky pebble to decide 
whether it was a hunting day
or a gathering day.” But let
the anthropologist’s spouse 
ask something like, “Did you
see that tramp Staci spilling
out of  her tight blouse?” and
it’s “Really? I hadn’t noticed.”

I hate people who try to 

talk you into things you
immediately recognize as bad 
ideas. “Don’t knock it until
you’ve tried it.” “Don’t knock 
it until you’ve tried it.” But if  
you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.
I’ll get my revenge as soon 
as my furniture arrives from
the state pen. (“Welcome. I’ve 
saved you a spot of  honor in 
my new easy chair. Go ahead, 
give Old Smokey a try. Don’t
knock it until you’ve tried it.”)

Thanks for letting me rob
Tyree to pay Tyree. Darn. I 
should’ve used that one in my
religion book. (Best if  used 
before the Four Horsemen
arrive.)

Danny Tyree welcomes email
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.
com and visits to his Facebook 
fan page “Tyree’s Tyrades.”

Care for some stolen random thoughts?

DANNY TYREE
Tyree’s Tyrades
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Citizens must demand 
answers from county
Editor:

• Parking question for county
commissioners: Sunseeker’s 60,000 
s.f. event center! Sunseeker proxim-
ity to five regional airports. Not all
convention attendees will arrive by
shuttle from Punta Gorda airport,
but by rental cars. Where will they
park? Who accepted/signed the
parking plan and final site plan?
Properly planned developments are
designed to be self  sufficient (capa-
ble of  supporting all users needs “on
site” — including sufficient parking).

• Imposing a red flag law, con-
fiscating guns is a violation of  the 
Second Amendment, and the Fourth 
Amendment, is a taking without due 
process.

• Why does the commission refuse
filing for condemnation of  the 
Chevron and applying to FDOT for 
rerouting Melbourne Street to create 
a signalized, T-intersection with 
U.S. 41, but is considering closing off 
cross over, which will force south-
bound traffic over the bridge into 
Punta Gorda and back, to access the 
proposed Whiskey Joe’s at U.S. 41 
and Melbourne?

• Harpoon Harry’s planned
relocation onto Bayshore Street in 

Charlotte Harbor, with one curb cut 
— very bad idea!

• Constitutional Republic, what
does that mean and how many high 
school graduates, or even elected 
officials know anything about the 
U.S. Constitution and its Bill of  
Rights? Why are many elected 
officials violating it and why are they 
not held to account (prosecuted) for 
their illegal actions, such as encour-
aging the harassing of  our Supreme 
Court judges?

• Patriotic Americans must pay
attention and demand answers and 
accountability for false/misleading 
statements/actions of  Marxist/
Leftist elected and morally deficient, 
unelected officials! Citizens should 
demand answers!

Richard C. Russell
Port Charlotte
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PUNTA GORDA — For 73 veterans and their escorts, Saturday night was like no other, as hundreds 
greeted their return from a one-day trip to Washington, D.C. A massive crowd packed the Punta Gorda 
Airport terminal to give the veterans a rousing welcome back. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
The trip was made possible by Southwest Florida Honor Flight, part of the national Honor Flight network. 
Founded in 2005, the nonprofit organization flies around 22,000 veterans each year to the nation’s capital 
to tour war memorials. 

 
Word had gotten out about the Southwest Florida veterans’ 
return to Punta Gorda, and the public arrived with signs 
and American flags, eagerly awaiting Allegiant chartered 
flight 4601 due to arrive around 9:45 p.m. But as air travel 
goes, the flight was delayed and didn’t land until shortly 
after 10 p.m. 

Also touching the ground within minutes of the Honor 
Flight was an Allegiant flight from Toledo. It was decided 
to let the Toledo passengers disembark first, and this gave 

https://www.honorflight.org/about-us.html
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the crowd a chance to practice chanting “USA, 
USA,” and shout “Welcome back,” and “Thank you 
for your service.” 

A stunned group of Ohioans entering the terminal 
were greeted with flag-wavers and the roar of the 
crowd. Some of the Toledo passengers decided to 
play along by waving back, pumping their fists, and 
giving high-fives to the well-wishers. Then the 
veterans arrived. 
 
The Guns N Hoses Pipes and Drums of Southwest Florida, which had been practicing in the parking lot 
and terminal earlier, formed two columns, and a color guard preceded the veterans as they made their way 
into the terminal. 
 

Bagpipers played patriotic music including “The Army Goes 
Rolling Along,” and upon spotting the first veterans, the 
crowd’s roar grew even louder. Some of the veterans looked 
stunned. Outside the terminal, some commented on the 
reception they received. James Martin, of Nokomis, said, 
 
“I don’t usually tear up,” said James Martin, of Nokomis. 
But he admitted that the crowd’s enthusiasm moved him. 
Martin served in the Navy during the Cuban Missile Crisis 
and the Vietnam war. 

 
Danny Winick, of Nokomis, was a Vietnam veteran who served in the Marines, remembered when he was 
“greeted” at Los Angeles International Airport in 1966 by bystanders holding “balloons full of blood and 
rotten eggs” for returning veterans. Robert Richardson, of Punta Gorda, was greeted by his daughter-in-
law at the airport and took the time to talk about the welcoming he and the other veterans received 
Saturday night. 
 
He served in the Navy during the Korean War, stationed in the North 
Atlantic. Richardson said he was overwhelmed by the warm response the 
veterans received. Bill Hewitt, of Bradenton, said he served in the Air 
Force’s 9th Air Postal Unit. 
 
“We moved mail from 1966 to 1967.” 
 
He sat next to Army combat veteran Leo Eineker, who served in the Army 
infantry in 1968 and 1969. Both belong to VFW Post 12055 in Bradenton. 

Eineker said the reception at the terminal was “just 
incredible; it was an awesome experience.” 
 
He said he had expected to see maybe a half-dozen 
people welcoming their return. 
 
“It was over the top,” he said. 



 

The veterans were accompanied by volunteer chaperones. One of them was 
Englewood Realtor Amber Craft. 
 
“I did this because I feel it is important for veterans to be honored and to get to go 
visit Washington D.C. to see all the war memorials,” she said. “To be able to share 
their memories with each other as well as with others.” 
 
This was Craft’s first Honor Flight, but she hopes it won’t be her last. 
 

“I feel this is important to veterans and families as it is a time to reminisce with each other, remember 
friends and comrades lost.” 

 

  
  
  
  

 

 

 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/honor-flight-veterans-return-to-patriotic-welcome/article_50e66d08-d3ff-11ec-85c8-
23bc33bcc5a8.html 
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PUNTA GORDA — For 73 
veterans and their escorts, 
Saturday night was like no 
other, as hundreds greeted their 
return from a one-day trip to 
Washington, D.C.

A massive crowd packed the 
Punta Gorda Airport terminal 
to give the veterans a rousing 
welcome back.

The trip was made possible by 
Southwest Florida Honor Flight, 
part of  the national Honor 

Flight network. Founded in 2005, 
the nonprofit organization flies 
around 22,000 veterans each 
year to the nation’s capital to 
tour war memorials.

Word had gotten out about 
the Southwest Florida veterans’ 
return to Punta Gorda, and 
the public arrived with signs 
and American flags, eagerly 
awaiting Allegiant chartered 
flight 4601 due to arrive around 
9:45 p.m.

But as air travel goes, the 
flight was delayed and didn’t 
land until shortly after 10 p.m.

Also touching the ground 
within minutes of  the Honor 
Flight was an Allegiant flight 
from Toledo. It was decided 
to let the Toledo passengers 
disembark first, and this gave 
the crowd a chance to practice 
chanting “USA, USA,” and 
shout “Welcome back,” and 
“Thank you for your service.”

A stunned group of  Ohioans 
entering the terminal were 
greeted with flag-wavers and the 
roar of  the crowd.

WELCOME HOME

Honor Flight veterans return to patriotic greetings

Vietnam Navy 
veteran Bernard 
Schiefer was 
all smiles as he 
was honored 
by dozens of 
flag-waving 
supporters at 
the Southwest 
Florida 
Honor Flight 
processional 
for veterans 
returning from 
spending a day 
in Washington, 
D.C.

SUN PHOTOS BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Julie Fincham holds a special greeting for the veterans returning to 
the Punta Gorda Airport after a day in Washington, D.C.

SEE HOME, 5A
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Returning veterans with their special guardian, 
who assisted each veteran throughout the visit to 
Washington, DC, received a “Welcome Home” as 
friends and families shouted “USA.”

Katherine Adamo, Roberta Nelson, Lori Weisensee, and Susan Matthews await 
the arrival of veterans from the Honor Flight arriving at the Punta Gorda Airport.

Peter Harrison leads the members of the Guns and 
Hoses Pipes and Drums of Southwest Florida at 
the beginning of the processional for the returning 
veterans from the Honor Flight.

Dozens of friends and family of the Southwest Florida Honor Flight veterans arrived early 
to welcome them back from spending a day in Washington, DC.

Virgi Bondi with Honor Flight veteran Dewayne 
Smith.

Julie Fincham, Jackie Muehlie, Christy Smith and 
Jack Smith hold special, handmade “Welcome” 
signs for the returning veterans.

SUN PHOTOS BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Diane Choate, Jerry Choate and Judy Dunn were on hand to salute their mother, Mary Becker, and father, Robert Becker, an Air Force 
veteran who flew 46 missions over Korea.

Tammy Heying, who flew in from Iowa; Beverly Heying and Kim 
Winslow, surprised U.S. Air Force veteran Leon Heying as he arrived 
back in Punta Gorda.

Carolyn Laskey, Felicia Jovais, Kathleen Devaney, and Cindy Yeger, all Southwest 
Florida Honor Flight staff members, distributed hundreds of American flags 
before the arrival of the veterans.

Some of  the Toledo 
passengers decided to 
play along by waving 
back, pumping their fists, 
and giving high-fives to 
the well-wishers.

Then the veterans 
arrived.

The Guns N Roses Pipes 
and Drums of  Southwest 
Florida, which had been 
practicing in the parking 
lot and terminal earlier, 
formed two columns, and 
a color guard preceded 
the veterans as they 
made their way into the 
terminal.

Bagpipers played 
patriotic music including 
“The Army Goes Rolling 
Along,” and upon spotting 
the first veterans, the 
crowd’s roar grew even 
louder.

Some of  the veterans 
looked stunned.

Outside the terminal, 
some commented on the 
reception they received.

James Martin, of  
Nokomis, said, “I don’t 
usually tear up,” but he 
admitted that the crowd’s 
enthusiasm moved him.

Martin served in the 
Navy during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and the 
Vietnam war. 

Danny Winick, also a 
Vietnam veteran from 
Nokomis who served in 
the Marines, remembered 
when he was “greeted” at 
Los Angeles International 
Airport in 1966 by 
bystanders holding “bal-
loons full of  blood and 
rotten eggs” for returning 
veterans.

Robert Richardson, of  
Punta Gorda, was greeted 
by his daughter-in-law 
at the airport and took 
the time to talk about the 
welcoming he and the 
other veterans received 
Saturday night.

He served in the Navy 
during the Korean War, 
stationed in the North 
Atlantic.

Richardson said he 
was overwhelmed by 
the warm response the 
veterans received.

Bill Hewitt, of  
Bradenton, said he served 
in the Air Force’s 9th Air 
Postal Unit. “We moved 
mail from 1966 to 1967.”

He sat next to Army 
combat veteran Leo 
Eineker, who served in 
the Army infantry in 1968 
and 1969.

Both belong to VFW 
Post 12055 in Bradenton.

Eineker said the recep-
tion at the terminal was 
“just incredible; it was an 
awesome experience.”

He said he had expected 
to see maybe a half-dozen 
people welcoming their 
return.

“It was over the top,” 
he said.

The veterans were 
accompanied by volunteer 
chaperones. One of  them 
was Englewood Realtor 
Amber Craft.

“I did this because I feel 
it is important for veter-
ans to be honored and to 
get to go visit Washington 
D.C. to see all the war
memorials,” she said.
“To be able to share their
memories with each other
as well as with others.”

This was Craft’s first 
Honor Flight, but she 
hopes it won’t be her last.

“I feel this is important 
to veterans and families 
as it is a time to reminisce 
with each other, remem-
ber friends and comrades 
lost.”

The Daily Sun Staff 
Writer Elaine Allen-Em-
rich contributed to this 
report.

HOME
FROM PAGE 1A

Returning veterans from the Southwest Florida Honor Flight received a hero’s welcome from dozens of 
friends and families after arriving at the Punta Gorda Airport, who chanted “USA” USA” for the veterans.

Bob Kelly, a member of the Guns and Hoses Pipes 
and Drums of Southwest Florida.
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OPINIONS

As one of  your fellow 
Charlotte County neighbors, 
a licensed aircraft mechanic, 
flight engineer and pilot, 
with over 30 years of  
combined military and airline 
experience and a local Realtor, 
I have a vested interest in 
the future of  Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD). I also serve on 
the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority, so I’d like to take 
this opportunity to share 
insight into what the Airport 
Authority’s role is, and what 
it can and can’t do within its 
authority.

The Airport Authority is 
responsible for maintaining 
airport runways, taxiways 
and the airfield pavement 
used by aircraft, as well as all 
airport-owned facilities that 
are accessed on the ground. 
However, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) has 
complete control over all 
airspace above the United 
States and its territories. 
Neither the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority Board nor 
staff has any legal authority to 
mandate specific flight paths.

PGD’s FAA-approved 
Master Plan Update 
outlines necessary capital 
improvement projects, such as 
the reconstruction of  the main 
commercial Runway 4-22, 

which was built in the 1940s.
Once the project is 

completed at the end of  2022, 
commercial airliners will 
return to primarily using 
Runway 4-22 in 2023. Airline 
and other commercial pilots 
prefer Runway 4-22 because 
it has the best windage, is 
longer, and provides for 
instrument landings. These 
procedures are directed by the 
FAA and Air Traffic Control 
Tower. However, airline pilots 
may also continue using 
Runway 15-33 when Runway 
4-22 is unavailable in the
future due to air traffic or
weather conditions.

While Allegiant and Sun 
Country don’t regularly 
schedule flights beyond the 
11 p.m. hour, occasionally 
flights do come in after 
midnight. This could be due 
to enroute weather delays, 

for example, so there could 
be a planeload of  passengers 
arriving later than planned, 
or it could be a plane getting 
repositioned into PGD for 
a morning departure the 
following day.

The Airport Noise and 
Capacity Act (ANCA) of  1990 
enacted by the FAA does 
not allow airports to limit 
timing of  aircraft operations 
and made it very difficult for 
airports to impose mandatory 
restrictions, however, it 
did require a substantial 
reduction in noise by aircraft 
manufacturers. As such, 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority worked with 
Allegiant to become the first 
Airbus A320 base in 2018, a 
fleet of  planes which is much 
quieter than the previous MD-
80 aircraft.

Because PGD is an airport 
for many types of  aircraft 
operators who engage 
in interstate commerce 
(commercial transportation 
between states), it falls into 
same category as Interstate 
I-75. The Airport Authority
is not allowed to put time
limits on when that traveling
commerce will occur.

Since the Airport Authority 
can’t control flight paths or 
timing of  aircraft, what can 

we do? We can ask pilots to 
abide by recommended and 
voluntary noise abatement 
procedures. We partner 
with general aviation 
pilots, business users and 
commercial airlines to make 
them aware of  noise sensitive 
communities, but we do not 
control the airspace and there 
are limits to where pilots can 
fly.

Visually, from above, the 
approach path looks like a 
cone with the runway being 
the point. As a the closer you 
are to the airport, the more 
consistent the flight paths are. 
Additionally, the FAA requires 
pilots to be on, what is known 
as, a “stabilized approach 
path” when landing.

To make a stabilized 
approach the pilot will 
minimize wing movement 
and obtain a steady rate of  
decent. In other words, a plane 
cannot make a significant turn 
just before landing, nor can 
it suddenly lose altitude just 
before touchdown.

As our population grows, 
more of  our residents are 
taking notice of  the fight 
paths and surrounding 
development. That’s why 
the Airport Authority has 
secured avigation easements 
with surrounding developers 

in the past and will continue 
to do so in the future (as 
Jones Loop LLC has recently 
agreed to). For example, 
we have existing avigation 
easement agreements with 
TAG Creekside LLC, Ventura 
Lakes, “through-the-fence” 
condo hangars, Florida 
Lakes, Woodland Estates, 
Cheney Brothers site, jail site, 
and adjacent Publix-owned 
property. 

We understand our 
neighbors are watching PGD 
closely, and we encourage the 
public to attend our monthly 
Airport Authority Board 
meetings, watch them on 
YouTube and stay engaged. 
Simply visit the “Meetings, 
Agendas & Minutes” link on 
the FlyPGD.com homepage 
to stay updated with Airport 
Authority business and the 
planning process.

Paul Andrews is a Charlotte 
County Airport Authority 
commissioner.

What Punta Gorda Airport can and can’t do

PAUL ANDREWS
Airport Authority 

Commissioner

WASHINGTON — To 
conserve the reverence
it needs and deserves, 
the Constitution should 
be amended rarely and 
reluctantly. There is, however, 
an amendment that would 
instantly improve the 
legislative and executive
branches. It would read: 
“No senator or former 
senator shall be eligible to be 
president.”

Seventeen presidents were
previously senators. Seven 
of  them — Harding, Truman, 
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, 
Obama, Biden — became 
senators after 1913, when the 
17th Amendment took the 
selection of  senators away 
from state legislatures. The 
federal government’s growth, 
and the national media’s
focus on Washington, has 
increased the prominence 
of  senators eager for 
prominence, although it often 
is the prominence of  a ship’s 
figurehead — decorative,
not functional. As president-
centric government has 
waxed, the Senate has waned,
becoming increasingly a 
theater of  performative
behaviors by senators who 
are decreasingly interested 
in legislating, and are 
increasingly preoccupied
with using social media for 
self-promotion.

In Jonathan Haidt’s recent
essay for the Atlantic, “Why 

the Past 10 Years of  American 
Life Have Been Uniquely
Stupid,” the New York 
University social psychologist 
says social media users by 
the millions have become 
comfortable and adept at
“putting on performances” 
for strangers. So have too 
many senators. Haidt says
social media elicits “our most 
moralistic and least reflective
selves,” fueling the “twitchy 
and explosive spread of
anger.”

The Founders feared such
incitements, long before social
media arrived.

Politicians, and especially
senators with presidential 
ambitions and time on their 
hands, use social media to
practice what Alexander 
Hamilton deplored (in
Federalist 68) as “the little
arts of  popularity.” Such 
senators, like millions of
Americans, use social media
to express and encourage 
anger about this and that. 
Anger, like other popular 

pleasures, can be addictive,
particularly if  it supplies the 
default vocabulary for social 
media.

Today, the gruesome 
possibility of  a 2024 Biden-
Trump rematch underscores 
a Hamilton misjudgment: He 
said in Federalist 68 there is 
a “constant probability” of  
presidents “pre-eminent for 
ability and virtue.” Banning
senators from the presidency 
would increase the probability 
of  having senators who are 
interested in being senators,
and would increase the 
probability of  avoiding:

Presidents who have never 
run anything larger than 
a Senate office. Who have 
confused striking poses — in 
the Capitol, on Twitter —
with governing. Who have 
delegated legislative powers to 
the executive — for example, 
who have passed sentiment-
affirmations masquerading
as laws: Hurray for education
and the environment; the 
executive branch shall fill in
the details.

And who have been 
comfortable running the 
government on continuing
resolutions (at existing 
funding levels) because 
Congress is incapable of  
budgeting. There have been 
128 CRs in the previous 25 
fiscal years — 41 since 2012.
Why look for presidents
among senators, who have

made irresponsibility routine?
The 328 senators of  the 

previous 50 years have
illustrated the tyranny of  the 
bell-shaped curve: a few of
them dreadful, a few excellent,
most mediocre. Although Josh 
Hawley, Missouri’s freshman
Republican, might not be
worse than all the other 327, 
he exemplifies the worst about
would-be presidents incubated
in the Senate. Arriving there 
in January 2019, he hit the
ground running — away
from the Senate. Twenty-
four months later, he was
the principal catalyst of
the attempted nullification
of  the presidential election
preceding the one that he 
hopes will elevate him.
Nimbly clambering aboard
every passing bandwagon 
that can carry him to the 
Fox News greenroom, he 
treats the Senate as a mere 
steppingstone for his ascent to
an office commensurate with
his estimate of  his talents.

The constitutional 
equilibrium of  checks and 
balances depends on a 
rivalrous relationship between 
the executive branch and
houses of  Congress that are
mutually jealous of  their 
powers. “The interest of  the 
man must be connected with 
the constitutional rights of  the 
place,” and government will 
be controlled by “this policy
of  supplying, by opposite 

and rival interests, the defect 
of  better motives” (James
Madison, Federalist 51).

This institutional 
architecture has, however, 
been largely vitiated 
by party loyalties: 
Congressional members
of  the president’s party 
behave as his subservient 
teammates; members of  the 
opposing party act as reflexive
opposers. This changes the 
role of  the House, whose 
members are generally not
so telegenic and are more 
regimented, less than it does 
the role of  the Senate, which 
degenerates into an arena of  
gestures, hence an incubator
of  would-be presidents.

One of  today’s exemplary 
senators, Mitt Romney, surely 
is such partly because, his 
presidential ambitions retired,
he nevertheless wants to be
a senator. Were all persons 
with presidential ambitions
deterred from becoming 
senators, this probably 
would improve the caliber of  
senators, and of  presidents, 
and the equilibrium between
the political branches.

George Will’s email address is 
georgewill@washpost.com.

An idea to bar senators from the presidency

GEORGE WILL
Washington Post

Florida communities 
are rallying to protest the
Parental Rights in Education 
Act — or, as it’s better known, 
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill —
which will go into effect on 
July 1.

The American Civil
Liberties Union and Families
for Safe Schools were among 
a long list of  supporters 
standing with LGBTQ+ 
students and families.
And, while Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ goal is to
silence their messages, the 
families, communities and
organizations protesting the 
new law appear to be growing 
bolder.

The family of  the late Walt 
Disney, founder and creator 
of  the Disney empire, are 
considered conservative and 

private, but they recently
expressed disappointment 
over Florida’s new bill.
Charlee Corra, a Disney heir, 
is transgender. Her father, 
Roy P. Disney, and his wife are 
supporters of  the LGBTQ+ 
community and resolute to not
let this happen elsewhere.

The new law and national
outrage may affect attendance 
at Disney World, which
receives 58 million visitors
annually. But the controversy 
over Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay”
bill may not be the only detour 
to vacationing at the “most 
magical place on Earth.”

Costs to visit are prohibitive 
for some families and may

soon increase as DeSantis
revoked Disney’s decades-long
status as an “independent 
special district,” which had 
exempted the company from
certain taxes. These costs may
need to be absorbed by Florida 
taxpayers and consumers to 
make up for the $1 billion 
debt.

As poverty increases across 
the country, Disney is hiking
its prices. In 2022, ticket prices
increased between 2% and 6% 
with a four-day pass for one 
person, rising to $12 more
than last year. For a “park-
hopper pass” allowing visits
to multiple parks, visitors will 
pay an additional $25.

In March, Disney unveiled 
the new Star Wars: Galactic 
Starcruiser Hotel, which costs 
a family of  four a staggering 

$6,000 for two nights. While
the cost includes food and 
entrance to Hollywood 
Studios, the price tag is out of  
reach for most visitors.

In 2022, average weekly 
earnings for full-time workers
is $1,037. Based on this, one
parent would have to work
almost six weeks to pay for 
the “bespoke experience” of
a “real-life roleplaying game” 
offered by the Star Wars-
themed hotel.

The average salary increase
for Disney employees in 2022
is 3.4%. The inflation rate is 
8.5%, the highest increase in
a single year since 1981. A
recent Gallup poll shows that
41% of  adults believe they are
worse off financially than a 
year ago. And costs of  food,
housing and gas continue to

rise, while middle- to upper-
income individuals are less 
positive their finances will 
improve anytime soon.

Both Disney and Florida 
seem to be out of  touch with
the public, whether through 
high prices that are out of  
reach for most Americans or a
law that discriminates against 
the LGTBQ+ community.

Katie Greenan is an assistant 
professor of  communication at 
the University of  Indianapolis 
and a Public Voices Fellow
through The OpEd Project.

Florida’s Disney World is losing its magic
KATIE GREENAN 

Progressive Perspectives

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant  

(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)

North Port Office: 941-429-4560 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 

Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 

Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-534-0073 

Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 

Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026
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Punta Gorda Airport is ranked the fifth most affordable airport for domestic flights, according to 
figures from NetCredit. Flight prices vary dramatically from airport to airport due to factors such as 
competing airlines and availability. NetCredit ranked airports that receive at least 0.5% of annual U.S. 
commercial passengers. PGD, which services Allegiant and Sun Country Airlines, has an average 
domestic fare of $142.48, which places it behind only No. 1 Atlantic City, New Jersey; No. 2 Orlando 
Sanford; No. 3 St. Petersburg-Clearwater and No. 4 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway. 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/pgd-is-top-5-most-affordable-airport-for-domestic-flights/ 

 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/pgd-is-top-5-most-affordable-airport-for-domestic-flights/
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Airport has potential to 
grow, ease tax burden
Editor:

My name is Eric Bretan and I 
am running for Airport Authority, 
District 2. While campaigning, I have 
had the privilege of  meeting with 
many of  my fellow Charlotte County 
citizens and have listened to their 
hopes and concerns regarding the 
airport. While each of  these conver-
sations were unique, a few common 
themes emerged.

First, people want the airport to 
operate on a low fee structure and 
to bring in additional commercial 
airlines to increase the number of  
travel destinations. They reject my 
opponent’s assertions that PGD 
should charge passengers and air-
lines higher fees and that the airport 
cannot handle additional carriers.

Second, citizens do not want the 
airport to take on significant debt 
to fund its future growth. They 
worry, as I do, that giving funds like 
Blackrock control over the Airport’s 
finances is dangerous. Airport 
revenue should stay in Charlotte 
County, not be sent to Wall Street as 
my opponent has proposed.

Third, people want the airport 
to respect private property rights 
around the airport. Unlike my op-
ponent, I do not believe the airport 
should bully property owners into 
giving up rights with no compen-
sation or using eminent domain to 
take property.

And finally, citizens would like 
the benefit of  lower property taxes 
through the development of  the 
commercial/industrial land around 
the airport. Like them, I believe 
that this area has the potential to 
drive county revenue, high paying 
jobs, and economic development for 
decades to come.

Thank you and I hope to continue 
to earn your vote!

Eric Bretan
Punta Gorda
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We need to keep Hancik  
on airport board
Editor:

Airport Authority elections in 
recent years have been uninteresting 
to downright nasty. Four years ago, 
we experienced the worst election 
in the airport’s history — a Julie 
Price challenging the incumbent 
Rob Hancik. Price was backed 
with thousands of  dollars in “dark 
money” from Tallahassee PACs. 
Thankfully, Rob Hancik, with 
proven performance and experience, 
was re-elected.

The 2020 Authority election had 
three seats up. A Sarasota resident 
filed to run, which was engaging 
but inconsequential. Two of  the 
incumbents went unchallenged. 
However, the third seat was vacated 
by long-term member Pam Seay who 
supported then-candidate Vanessa 
Grant Oliver. Challenged by Bob 
Starr, Oliver was elected by the same 
dark interests that supported Price.

Now, we have the upcoming 2022 
election. Rob Hancik is running 
for re-election with an opponent 
who came out of  nowhere and who 
was propped up by the same Price-
and-Oliver interests. The question 
is, what’s going on in this year’s 
election?

The majority of  the current 
Authority commissioners have 
delivered and are delivering a highly 
successful airport. Hancik, with 
his years of  aviation experience, 
provides insight to the complexity of  
an airport and its development.

Analyzing published letters in The 
Daily Sun, Hancik’s opponent’s let-
ters of  support do not represent the 
facts and lack leadership credentials 
and experience. Leadership, integri-
ty, experience, and individuality are 
traits needed to competently imple-
ment the Authority’s vision.

But, once again, there’s a com-
pulsion to shift the majority of  the 
Airport Authority board and to 
modify its direction.

Keep Hancik! Re-elect Rob Hancik!
Barbara A. Reichert

Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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Smear campaign on 
Hancik is unwarranted
Editor:

In a recent letter to the editor, a 
writer propels a smear campaign 
against Charlotte County Airport 
Authority Commissioner Rob 
Hancik. While he claims that Mr. 
Hancik takes a page out of  the 
“Democratic handbook,” it appears 
that the writer is using another 
strong arm authoritarian’s tactics of  
lying, cheating, and stealing. Is there 
no penalty for lying?

Did I miss the “liberal spin 
machine” coming to town? Did I 
miss the high Hancik tax increase? 
Did I miss Hancik not wanting the 
benefits from a thriving commer-
cial/ industrial park around the 
airport? Did I miss when the Airport 
Authority stopped using conserva-
tive economic values?

Give me a break. This amateur 
smear tactic is so evident to those of  
us that follow the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority business and 
politics. Yes, it is going to be any-
thing but normal in the next Airport 
Authority election, or is it?

Carl Parsons
Punta Gorda
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: PGD IS TOP 5 MOST AFFORDABLE AIRPORT FOR DOMESTIC FLIGHTS 
 

 

NEWS 
 
PGD IS TOP 5 MOST AFFORDABLE AIRPORT FOR DOMESTIC FLIGHTS  

 

Punta Gorda Airport is ranked the fifth most affordable airport for domestic flights, 
according to figures from NetCredit. Flight prices vary dramatically from airport to airport 
due to factors such as competing airlines and availability. NetCredit ranked airports that 
receive at least 0.5% of annual U.S. commercial passengers. PGD, which services 
Allegiant and Sun Country Airlines, has an average domestic fare of $142.48, which 
places it behind only No. 1 Atlantic City, New Jersey; No. 2 Orlando Sanford; No. 3 St. 
Petersburg-Clearwater and No. 4 Phoenix-Mesa Gateway.  

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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Bretan would keep 
taxes low at airport 
Editor:

I write in support of 
Eric Bretan for the Airport 
Authority. Eric Bretan believes 
that keeping taxes low at the 
airport will lead to greater 
growth in passengers and 
revenue. He believes that in 
a time of increasing interest 
rates, the airport should not 
be eager to take on debt. Eric 
Bretan believes that Charlotte 
County benefits from a thriving 
commercial/industrial park 
around the airport.

In contrast, Rob Hancik has 
consistently voted to increase 

fees paid for by commercial 
airline passengers and airlines. 
During his career, he has also 
been a strong proponent of  
increasing the debt load of  the 
two airports he has worked 
for. And Hancik has never 
prioritized the commercial de-
velopment around the airport, 
believing that government 
growth is more important than 
business growth in Charlotte 
County.

So I ask voters to make the 
wise decision and say no to 
high taxes and debt spending. 
Vote for Eric Bretan.

Daniel Smith
Port Charlotte
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STAFF REPORT

CHARLOTTE HARBOR — 
Wanting to work at Sunseeker?

It’s going to have about 1,200 
positions, and its new Career 
Center is set to open at its 
nearby golf  course.

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor officials made the 
announcement Wednesday, 
saying the hiring facility will 
be “adjacent” to the resort’s pri-
vate golf  course, which is being 
called Aileron. It anticipates 
bringing potential workers in 
for “in-person” interviews in 
the fall.

Sunseeker is being built by 
Allegiant Travel Co. with many 
of  its airline flights coming 
into Punta Gorda Airport. 
Sunseeker is accepting reser-
vations for stays starting a year 
from now — in May 2023.

Before that happens, though, 
it’s going to need employees.

“The Career Center is 
designed to simplify the hiring 
process for future Sunseeker 
employees, handling interviews, 
new hire processing, onboard-
ing and job training all on-site,” 
according to a news release 
from the company. “This resort 
will become a center of  activity 
in Charlotte Harbor and is 
expected to become the third 
largest employer in Charlotte 
County.”

Sunseeker will have more 
than 700 rooms and — officials 

note — it’s the first resort of  
that size built in Southwest 
Florida in more than 13 years. 
It is needing workers for a vari-
ety of  hotel service jobs along 
with restaurant management, 
financial management, house-
keeping and other careers, the 
news release stated.

“Sunseeker Resort’s Career 
Center is here to welcome our 
future and current employees 
as we prepare for the resort’s 
grand opening,” Human 
Resources Director Jenny 
O’Brien said. “Our top priority 
is to find the most talented and 
unique team members wishing 
to be part of  our community 
that is dedicated to providing 
memorable moments for our 
future guests.”

Sunseeker to offer 1,200 jobs
Allegiant company 

to be county’s 3rd 

largest employer

SUN PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is under construction. The 
Allegiant project is set to open in May 2023.

By JOSH BOAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — As President Joe 
Biden embarks for Asia on Thursday, he’s
facing a new risk at home for the econ-
omy and his Democratic Party: a global 
slowdown caused by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and the pandemic shutting down
Chinese cities and factories.

The world economy can’t cast U.S. bal-
lots. But it’s a hidden force in this year’s
midterm elections and could influence 
whether Democrats retain control of  the 
House and Senate.

It’s an additional challenge that high-
lights the steep climb for Biden, whose
approval ratings have plunged as prices 
for everyday goods in the U.S. have soared.

Several economists said they think the 
U.S. is insulated from the rising energy 
costs that threaten Europe and from
China’s decline in industrial output. But
there are clear spillovers as high gasoline 
prices continue to weigh on voters’ minds
and bank accounts.

Federal officials acknowledge that
global events might make it harder for 
inflation to fall to levels that would assure
the American public. Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen said Wednesday in Germany
that she believes the strong job market 
means the U.S. can avoid the downturn 
being seen around the world.

“We have a great deal of  economic mo-
mentum in the United States,” Yellen said.
“But you know, this is an environment 
that is filled with risks, both with respect
to inflation and also potential slowdowns.”

Yellen’s successor as chair of  the 
Federal Reserve, Jerome Powell, said in a 
radio interview for Marketplace last week
that the central bank’s ability to lower 
inflation while keeping the economy going
could depend on what happens globally.

STAFF REPORT

SARASOTA — After five years, the 
circus is set to return.

Feld Entertainment made the 
rumored announcement official 
Wednesday morning out of  its main 
Palmetto base.

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey circus’ Greatest Show On Earth 
returns in the fall 2023.

“As passionate stewards of
Ringling, we are committed to creating 
a lifestyle brand that connects with 
families and sparks real fun 365 days a 
year through live performances, digi-
tal content, consumer products, school 
curricula, youth circus arts programs 

and more,” Feld Entertainment CEO 
Kenneth Feld said in a news release. 
“We are innovating all aspects of  the 
live show and modernizing the fran-
chise to create an engaging property 
that is built for today’s families and 
will last another 150 years.”

For decades, the winter headquar-
ters of  the circus was in Venice, and 
those Venice residents who were
involved with the circus said they are 
happy to hear the news.

“Whatever they do is first class,” 
Chuck Sidlow said.

Sidlow was a Clown College grad in 
1977 and went on to be the youngest 
boss clown in the old Ringling show.

“Because they are the masters of
promotion and publicity, maybe there 
is another surprise for the public 
coming,” he said.

Tito Gaona, another Venice resident 
who was a trapeze artist for the circus, 
said he, too, is overjoyed at the news.

“How beautiful to bring the Ringling 
back,” Gaona said. “It will be the 
biggest entertainment for the new 
generation.”

Auditions are underway throughout 
the world to identify acts for the 
circus, according to the news release.

“The creative team is not only 
looking for exceptional talent, but also 
larger-than-life personalities whose 
stories of  commitment and dedication 
to their craft will create powerful 
connections with the audience,” the 
news release states. “Auditions for 
The Greatest Show On Earth are now 
taking place in countries including 
Ethiopia, France, Mongolia, Argentina 
and the United States.”

It notes it will also look at adding 
products, including collectibles, 
games, toys and other aspects of  the 
circus.

Ringling Bros. circus announces return
‘Greatest Show  

On Earth’ resumes  

fall 2023

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FELD ENTERTAINMENT

Auditions for the next incarnation of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus The Greatest Show On Earth have 
taken place around the world, including in Mongolia.

Sagging global 
economy adds 

to US woes

SEE RINGLING, 4A

SEE JOBS, 4A

SEE WOES, 5A
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It discussed its benefits, 
which including health care, 
a 401(k) program and other 
aspects. Team members and 
their eligible members of  
their family could fly on 
Allegiant flights to more than 
100 destinations, it said.

“At Sunseeker Resorts we 
believe that our employees 
are our most valuable assets,” 
Sunseeker Resorts Chief  
Operation Officer Micah J. 
Richins said.

Richins also serves as 
executive vice president for 
Sunseeker Resorts.

“They are the key to cre-
ating an unforgettable resort 
experience and surpassing 

the expectations of  our 
guests,” Richins said. “We are 
thrilled to launch our Career 
Center and look forward to 
adding incredible talent to 
our organization and intro-
ducing them to something 
that we believe in more than 
anything else: our culture.”

Sunseeker Resort ameni-
ties will include:

• State-of-the-art
7,100-square-foot fitness 
center

• Full-service spa and salon
• Two pools; a

117,000-square-foot 
ground-level experience 
and an adults-only rooftop 
retreat.

• 60,000-square-feet of
combined convention space 
with including two ballrooms 
with high-tech equipment.

“Guests will also have 
access to an exclusive 18-hole 
golf  experience and a pleth-
ora of  options for dining, 
boasting a variety of  global 
cuisines and robust wine 
program intended to satisfy 
any and every craving with 
20 wholly-owned and branded 
food & beverage concepts 
including seven restaurant 
destinations, eleven bar 
areas and 25,000-square-foot 
multi-dining venue,” it said.

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor will sit on more 
than 22 waterfront acres 
overlooking Charlotte Harbor 
and near the Peace River and 
Florida Gulf  Coast.

For more information, visit 
www.sunseekerresorts.com 
or call 833-909-5700, the news 
release stated.
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List Price: $559
Your Price

$199ea
SAVE $720

on a pair

Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids Direct to You

$199 for the HearClear GO Rechargeable

Hearing Aid That’s Packed with Technology
Our HearClear GO is the most affordable member of our rechargeable hearing aid family. It features 

advanced digital technology at an extremely low price. The GO is powered with many of the key 

technologies of high-end hearing aids while leaving out fancy bells and whistles that increase cost. 

With the GO, you’ll hear more clearly and save money.P

How do we do this? It’s simple. We sell direct, eliminating the middleman and expensive retail 

locations that can add thousands to the overall  

cost. Then we go one step further and ignore the suggested retail price! 

Your lightweight and discreet GO hearing aids work at a fraction of the cost of name brand hearing  

aids, and are ultra-convenient. With the GO’s FREE Charging Station, you won’t have to worry 

about those pesky little batteries. Simply charge at night and go all day. The GO is pre-programmed 

for most mild to moderate hearing loss, with no expensive professional adjustments needed. 

Simply take them out, put them in, and GO.

For just $199 each, they’re perhaps the best value in America, because we pack in so much 

technology. And our customer care team is made up of seasoned professionals, committed to 

bringing you the best service and information available. 

Purchasing is risk-free with our iron-clad money-back guarantee. We’ve been in business for 25 

years with an A+ BBB rating. Start hearing all that life has to offer again. Call today before prices go 

up.
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understand with less feedback than old analog

technology

Don’t worry about replacing batteries!

One Charge Gives a Full Day of Use!
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Automatic Noise Reduction

& Feedback Canceler

100% Money Back Guarantee

Free Telecare Convenience

No costly professional appointments needed! With our free 

telecare, you can call our friendly and caring staff from the 

comfort and safety of your home to discuss your hearing care. 

You’ll enjoy ongoing assistance to help you achieve the

best hearing experience with your hearing aids!

Thousands of 
5-star Reviews!

“I was very happy from day one.

The product is very good!”
-Fay E., Watertown, WI

US Owned Company

100% 
Money-back 

Guarantee

Serving America Since 1996! AdvancedHearing.com/FLS
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Android App Store.

WEEK OF MAY 19-25, 2022 Vol. XIII, No. 36 • FREEwww.Flor idaWeekly.com
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GETAWAYS

Your Guide to the Region’s Summer Escapes

Staycations
& Getaways
Your guide to the region’s 
summer escapes. INSIDE 

The Nancies
Florida Weekly’s arts & 
entertainment writer takes 
an irreverent look back at the 
past season. A21 

Society
Honor Flight returns to Punta 
Gorda Airport. A35 

Safe Boating Week
USCG Auxiliary is offering 
courses in safety. A28 
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Florida Weekly welcomes submissions for the Society pages from charity galas and fundraising events, club meetings and other to-dos around town.
We need 300-dpi photographs of groups of two or more people, facing the camera and identified by first and last names. Questions? Email bmassey@fl oridaweekly.com.
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First Charlotte County Honor Flight for veterans returns, Punta Gorda Airport

1. Declan Pollodk and Alex Ford
2. Donald Metlcher and Larry Cluck
3. Braydon Laroche
4. Claudia Ruihley
5. Dan Parker and Nancy Miller
6. Debi Lux, Teresa Draffone and Janice Hazen
7. Christy Smith, Jack Smith and Julie Fincham
8. J Bobbie Salak, Anne Lenon and Patty Hamilton
9.  Kylie Caparo, Cole Orlando and Karen Caparo
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Mental Health Awareness Walk, Gilchrist Park, Punta Gorda

 1. Rachel Struebing
 2. Abigail Short

3. Sattie Longchamp, Abbey Laellner and Farah
Fishman

 4. Ashley Chandler
5. Brianna Hackbarth and Charlie of the Woodwinds 
6. Kelly Decker, Sgt. Craig Brandon, and Trista 

Zimmerman
7. Susie Holiday, Lisa Sheridan, Skip Struebing and

Rachel Struebing
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 1. Rachel Strue
 2. Abigail Short
 3. Sattie Longc

Fishman
 4. Ashley Chan

5. Brianna Hack
 6. Kelly Decker

Zimmerman
 7. Susie Holiday
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1. Declan Pollodk and Alex Ford 
2. Donald Metlcher and Larry Cluck 
3. Braydon Laroche 
4. Claudia Ruihley 
5. Dan Parker and Nancy Miller 
6. Debi Lux, Teresa Draffone and Janice Hazen 
7. Christy Smith, Jack Smith and Julie Fincham 
8. J Bobbie Salak, Anne Lenon and Patty Hamilton 
9. Kylie Caparo, Cole Orlando and Karen Caparo 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/first-charlotte-county-honor-flight-for-veterans-returns-punta-gorda-airport/ 

 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/first-charlotte-county-honor-flight-for-veterans-returns-punta-gorda-airport/
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Hancik does not act  
like a conservative
Editor:

It is a bit confusing to me 
why Rob Hancik is running as a 
Republican for Airport Authority as 
most of  his voting record and public 
statements show a politician much 
more aligned with the ideology of  
the radical liberal left. For example, 
he has always been a significant 
proponent of  deficit spending, first 
racking up over $100 million of  debt 
on behalf  of  the Springfield, MO 
airport and now stating that debt 
is good for the Punta Gorda airport 
going forward.

Hancik also has always loved 
high taxes and fees. Again, in 
Springfield, he levied all kinds 
of  high costs on passengers and 
the airlines that flew into the 
airport. And here in Punta Gorda, 
he has consistently voted to raise 
passenger costs and expressed 
frustration that Allegiant does not 
pay higher fees.

Hancik believes that government 
rights trump private rights as well. 
He has stated that it is ok for an 
airport to use eminent domain to 
force private property owners to 
give up their land and for a city 
government to force a developer to 
grant an easement to the airport 
with no compensation.

And Hancik has consistently 
favored government growth 
over small business economic 
development. He never seems to 
want to see companies expand on 
airport grounds or attract new 
industries. But he always wants to 
spend airport revenue on new pet 
projects.

Maybe it’s time for Hancik to join 
a party that is better aligned with 
his values.

Terry Tait
Port Charlotte

Viewpoint
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Setting record straight  
in airport operations
Editor:

Responding to my opponent’s 
May 17th letter, he thinks by 
repeating the same lies over and 
over that you, the voters will believe 
it! I give you more credit.

I’m flattered that my opponent 
thinks I have these great powers to 
accomplish all the things he accuses 
me of  and forgets I am only one 
vote of  five and it takes a majority 
vote of  the Airport Authority 
to make things happen and is 
usually done unanimously. The 
airport imposes no taxes on county 
residents as it is self-supporting. 
The airport is very successful. 
We have a business model that I 
support and it generates income 
to operate and develop the airport. 
Developing land on the airport is 
a primary consideration of  the 
Authority and staff.

The two airlines serving Punta 
Gorda Airport provide service 
to 50-plus destinations. We are 
constantly working on route 
expansion with our existing and 
other airlines. The Authority 
cannot by federal law prohibit any 
airline from providing service at 
PGD.

Didn’t know about “Black 
Rock” but apparently, known to 
my opponent with his financial 
background as an airport 
investment entity. My opponent 
has stated he would like to further 
investigate airport privatization. 
He should also know by now all 
revenues generated at the airport 
must stay at the airport. Only 
under privatization of  the airport 
can funds be spent elsewhere.

My opponent has defined our 
“negotiations” for property 
acquisition as bullying property 
owners. There is federal law that 
defines how airports acquire 
property and property rights.

Rob Hancik
Punta Gorda
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Honor Flight was a 
wonderful experience
Editor:

I would like to extend a heartfelt 
“thank you” to all who planned, 
organized and participated in 
the Honor Flight of  May 14 from 
the Punta Gorda Airport to 
Washington, D.C. Thank you.

To the Southwest Honor Flight 
organization that planned and 
provided the flight, provisions, and 
guardians for each U.S. service 
veteran on board. To the Punta 
Gorda Fire Department and EMTs 
on board to look out for the well 
being of  our vets.

To the staff of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport, TSA agents from their 
kindness and consideration shown 
to our veteran men and women. The 
airport greeted the return flight 
with a red-white-and-blue display of  
lights in the control tower.

To The Daily Sun’s front page 
coverage of  the Honor Flight’s 
return (May 16 edition).

To all who made the Honor 
Flight’s return a huge success: 
the Pipe and Drummers, the color 
guard, the motorcycle brigade, the 
various clubs and all the many 
residents who came, waving flags, 
holding hand-made signs and giving 
a very special welcome to our vets 
as they returned home.

So emotional! Many of  our vets 
were previously greeted home 
from wars to protests and scorn. 
My husband is a Vietnam vet and 
he was overwhelmed by the entire 
experience and so grateful to all 
who made it possible.

Thank you!
Judith Scarberry

Punta Gorda
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Editor: 

I would like to extend a heartfelt "thank you" to all who planned, organized and participated in the Honor 
Flight of May 14 from the Punta Gorda Airport to Washington, D.C. Thank you. 
 
To the Southwest Honor Flight organization that planned and provided the flight, provisions, and 
guardians for each U.S. service veteran on board. To the Punta Gorda Fire Department and EMTs on 
board to look out for the well being of our vets. 
 
To the staff of the Punta Gorda Airport, TSA agents from their kindness and consideration shown to our 
veteran men and women. The airport greeted the return flight with a red-white-and-blue display of lights 
in the control tower. 
 
To The Daily Sun's front page coverage of the Honor Flight's return (May 16 edition). 
 
To all who made the Honor Flight's return a huge success: the Pipe and Drummers, the color guard, the 
motorcycle brigade, the various clubs and all the many residents who came, waving flags, holding hand-
made signs and giving a very special welcome to our vets as they returned home. 

So emotional! Many of our vets were previously greeted home from wars to protests and scorn. My 
husband is a Vietnam vet and he was overwhelmed by the entire experience and so grateful to all who 
made it possible. 

Thank you! 

Judith Scarberry 

Punta Gorda 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-honor-flight-was-a-wonderful-experience/article_388181f0-d902-11ec-b6d8-
93c79b4c36c7.html 
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VENICE – With an eye toward determining whether an air traffic control tower is needed because of 
increasing traffic at the Venice Municipal Airport, the Venice City Council is launching an update of the 
airport's master plan. 

Such an update would include an assessment of whether a control tower is warranted.  

The decision came following a presentation Tuesday by Dave Wimberly and Paul Hollowell of Venice 
Aviation Society, Inc., which included discussion of the airiport's increased use. 

“What was once a nice small-town airport has been discovered,” said Wimberly, the VASI president. 

Hollowell, the VASI treasurer, pointed out that there are about 90,000 takeoffs or landings – logged 
collectively as “operations” – every year at the airport, as tracked by Vector airport systems cameras. 

Hollowell noted that an air traffic control tower directs flow around the airport in the same way that either 
a roundabout or traffic signals control vehicular traffic on roads. 

Both speakers stressed that the airport is currently safe. 

“As far as the airport now, the pilots are on their game,” Hollowell said “When you enter the pattern you 
are on your game to maintain the perspective, the situational awareness.” 

The current master plan was developed in 2008 and approved in 2011. 



VASI made a request in March 2008 for the city to apply to the FAA for a tower under its contract tower 
program, in anticipation of aviation growth. 

That council did not act on the request. 

Venice Airport Director Mark Cervasio noted that the airport had slotted a request for funding to conduct 
a new master plan in the 2025 fiscal year, so the council is asking for funding from the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which would cover up to 90% of the plan's cost. 

The findings would then be used by the FAA to conduct a cost-benefit analysis of building a control 
tower. 

The city could have also hired a consultant at anywhere from $8,000 to $10,000 to collect the data the 
FAA would use as the basis for its analysis but the master plan rewrite offers a more comprehensive 
solution. 

If the FAA decides a tower is warranted, it could build and operate it, but a more likely scenario – such as 
at Punta Gorda Airport – would have it established as a contract tower that would be built by the city and 
paid for out of the airport enterprise fund. 

It would then be staffed by FAA-certified contractors. 

A third operation would be e remote tower, where an off-site contractor directs air traffic remotely and 
monitors it through a series of cameras and infrared sensors. 

That option is primarily being used in Europe but is currently in operation as pilot projects at airports in 
Loveland, Colorado, and Leesburg, Virginia. 

In other action  

Also on Tuesday, the Venice City Council:  

• Approved a letter to Sarasota County, asking to be looped in as the county decides how it will 
improve the intersection of Pinebrook Road with Venice and Ridgewood avenues. The council also 
voiced approval for a three-pronged proposal by the Central Venice Coalition to improve the intersections 
and ensure that Pinebrook Road be maintained as a neighborhood road.   

• Approved the second reading of an ordinance placing proposed charter amendments on the 
November ballot.  

• Directed the city Environmental Advisory Board to research methods to reduce or eliminate single-use 
water bottles at all municipal buildings.  

• Continued discussion of the proposed rewrite of the city's land development code. In public comment, 
developer Pat Neal, of Neal Communities, said he is considering filing plans to build a proposed shopping 
center at the southwest corner of Jacaranda Boulevard and Laurel Road as soon as this week, to establish 
vested development rights. Proposed changes to the new code would limit the size of commercial 
construction in a planned-unit development. Neal noted that the plans he has ready to file include a gas 
station. He said plans for a newer vision that would not include a gas station would not be completed in 
time to preserve those rights.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/05/25/venice-council-shows-interest-adding-control-tower-airport/9903351002/ 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/05/25/venice-council-shows-interest-adding-control-tower-airport/9903351002/
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GULFCOAST Victor Hull, editor 

941-361-4883

victor.hull@heraldtribune.com

VENICE – With an eye toward de-
termining whether an air traffic con-
trol tower is needed because of in-
creasing traffic at the Venice Munici-
pal Airport, the Venice City Council is
launching an update of the airport’s
master plan.

Such an update would include an
assessment of whether a control tower
is warranted. 

The decision came following a pres-
entation Tuesday by Dave Wimberly
and Paul Hollowell of Venice Aviation
Society, Inc., which included discus-
sion of the airiport’s increased use.

“What was once a nice small-town
airport has been discovered,” said
Wimberly, the VASI president.

Hollowell, the VASI treasurer,
pointed out that there are about
90,000 takeoffs or landings – logged
collectively as “operations” – every
year at the airport, as tracked by Vec-
tor airport systems cameras.

Hollowell noted that an air traffic
control tower directs flow around the
airport in the same way that either a
roundabout or traffic signals control
vehicular traffic on roads.

Both speakers stressed that the air-
port is currently safe.

“As far as the airport now, the pilots
are on their game,” Hollowell said
“When you enter the pattern you are
on your game to maintain the perspec-
tive, the situational awareness.”

The current master plan was devel-
oped in 2008 and approved in 2011.

VASI made a request in March 2008
for the city to apply to the FAA for a
tower under its contract tower pro-
gram, in anticipation of aviation
growth.

That council did not act on the
request.

Venice Airport Director Mark Cer-
vasio noted that the airport had slotted
a request for funding to conduct a new
master plan in the 2025 fiscal year, so
the council is asking for funding from
the Federal Aviation Administration,
which would cover up to 90% of the
plan’s cost.

The findings would then be used by
the FAA to conduct a cost-benefit
analysis of building a control tower.

The city could have also hired a con-
sultant at anywhere from $8,000 to
$10,000 to collect the data the FAA
would use as the basis for its analysis
but the master plan rewrite offers a
more comprehensive solution.

If the FAA decides a tower is war-
ranted, it could build and operate it,
but a more likely scenario – such as at
Punta Gorda Airport – would have it
established as a contract tower that
would be built by the city and paid for
out of the airport enterprise fund.

New study
for Venice
airport to
eye control
tower issue 
Assessment will look 
at whether the feature 
is needed as traffic at
location has increased

Earle Kimel
Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See VENICE, Page 11C
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It would then be staffed by FAA-cer-
tified contractors.

A third operation would be e remote
tower, where an off-site contractor di-
rects air traffic remotely and monitors
it through a series of cameras and in-
frared sensors.

That option is primarily being used
in Europe but is currently in operation
as pilot projects at airports in Love-
land, Colorado, and Leesburg, Vir-
ginia.

In other action 

Also on Tuesday, the Venice City
Council: 

• Approved a letter to Sarasota
County, asking to be looped in as the
county decides how it will improve the
intersection of Pinebrook Road with
Venice and Ridgewood avenues. The
council also voiced approval for a
three-pronged proposal by the Central
Venice Coalition to improve the inter-
sections and ensure that Pinebrook
Road be maintained as a neighbor-
hood road. 

• Approved the second reading of
an ordinance placing proposed charter
amendments on the November ballot. 

• Directed the city Environmental
Advisory Board to research methods to
reduce or eliminate single-use water
bottles at all municipal buildings. 

• Continued discussion of the pro-
posed rewrite of the city’s land devel-
opment code. In public comment, de-
veloper Pat Neal, of Neal Communi-
ties, said he is considering filing plans
to build a proposed shopping center at
the southwest corner of Jacaranda
Boulevard and Laurel Road as soon as
this week, to establish vested develop-
ment rights. Proposed changes to the
new code would limit the size of com-
mercial construction in a planned-unit
development. Neal noted that the
plans he has ready to file include a gas
station. He said plans for a newer vi-
sion that would not include a gas sta-
tion would not be completed in time to
preserve those rights. 

Earle Kimel primarily covers south
Sarasota County for the Herald-Tri-
bune and can be reached at earle.
kimel@heraldtribune.com. 

Venice
Continued from Page 1C
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No dark money in  
Bretan’s campaign fund
Editor:

Eric Bretan’s opponent for 
Airport Authority frequently claims 
that “dark money” is supporting 
Eric’s candidacy. I wanted to see 
just who these “dark money” 
supporters are, so I went to the 
Charlotte County Supervisor of  
Elections website and downloaded 
his list of  donors. What I found was 
very surprising!

Eric Bretan is supported by a 
local primary care physician. He 
is supported by an estate planning 
attorney. A couple of  local real 
estate agents contributed to his 
campaign. A few local insurance 
professionals were donors. The 
founder of  a residential flooring 
company contributed along with 
that of  a blinds and window 
treatment business. The head of  a 
local wealth management company 
was listed as a contributor. As 
was an orthopedic surgeon and an 
anesthesiologist. Local contractors 
are Bretan contributors. A number 
of  retired folks donated to Eric’s 
campaign. And several young 
families supported the Bretan 
campaign as well.

The contributors to Eric Bretan’s 
campaign are a cross section of  
the vibrant Charlotte County 
community. The question I have is 
why the community doesn’t want 
to support his opponent. Looking 
at the number and amount of  
contributions from both campaigns, 
it is very clear that Charlotte 
County is very much behind one 
candidate — Eric Bretan. His vision 
to keep the airport’s costs low, 
increase competition, minimize 
debt, and increase economic 
activity around the airport has 
generated tremendous support 
around the community. It is why I 
will be voting for Eric Bretan and I 
hope you will too.

Janice Francois
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint

sophia
Highlight

clipper
Highlight

Alexandria
Highlight



PAGE 4B FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

Vote for Hancik and 
against privatization
Editor:

I have had the honor to meet Rob 
Hancik and discuss his views for 
the future of  our airport. Rob does 
not support the idea of  privatization 
of  our Punta Gorda Airport. It is 
in our best interest to maintain 
control in Charlotte County of  
the Punta Gorda Airport. Many 
misleading letters in The Daily Sun 
newspaper recently have contained 

false information about Rob 
Hancik’s leadership on the Airport 
Authority District 2.

Under Robs leadership our 
airport has grown to be one of  
Charlotte County’s greatest assets. 
His objectives as our commissioner 
are to maintain transparency with 
our community and enhance the 
airport’s revenues without relying 
on local taxpayer support. Rob 
wants to maximize the airport 
development through grants and 
partnerships. He also recognizes the 
importance of  the General Aviation 
Tenant Community users.

One of  the most important 
reasons that I support Rob 
Hancik for Airport commissioner 
is because he does not support 
privatization of  Punta Gorda 
Airport. Privatization of  our airport 
only benefits the people who are 
investing in it and takes the power 
away from our local authority. 
Doesn’t it make you wonder why 
they are mounting such a strong 
opposition to the citizens of  
Charlotte County keeping local 
control of  the Punta Gorda Airport?

Terry Hoffman
Port Charlotte

Viewpoint
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Hancik’s opponent lacks 
any airport experience
Editor:

Before retiring, you may have 
been in the position to hire 
employees for your company. It’s a 
daunting job with sometimes risky 
consequences.

Would you have hired a nurse 
with no training? How about a 
surgeon? An airline pilot, a welder, 
plumber, electrician? Of  course 
not!

Then why in the world would 
you vote for anyone other than Rob 
Hancik for the Airport Authority? 
This is the problem in our country, 
unqualified individuals being put 
in power.

His challenger has absolutely no 
aviation experience!

To make matters worse, in my 
opinion, Rob Hancik’s opponent 
may be backed by the factions 
trying to privatize the Punta Gorda 
Airport.

His claims of  saving us, the 
taxpayers money, is absurd.

Rob Hancik is a fiscal 
conservative representing the 
best interests of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport. He is the only person who 
is qualified and has a proven track 
record to earn our vote. Voting 
for an unknown, with no aviation 
experience, and suspect intentions, 
is just plain foolish! Vote to 
keep Rob Hancik on the Airport 
Authority Board.

Sean Harris
Punta Gorda

Viewpoint
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Setting record straight 
on Eric Bretan’s motives 
Editor:

My husband, Eric Bretan, is 
campaigning for the Airport 
Authority. In a very hurtful way, 
Eric’s opponent has questioned 
his motives for running for this 
position so I would like to set the 
record straight.

The primary reason Eric decided 
to run for the Airport Authority 
is that he wants to give back 
to Charlotte County. We have 
been extremely blessed with the 
support of the community for our 
small business over the last eight 
years. This success has driven 
Eric to find ways to return the 
favor, volunteering his time with 
the Punta Gorda Chamber of 
Commerce, Boy Scouts of America, 
and Charlotte County Schools. 
Running for the Airport Authority 
is just the next step in his journey 
to give back to the community 
which has given us so much.

Second, Eric is running for the 
Airport Authority to create a place 
where our children and future 
grandchildren would want to call 
home. Charlotte County has always 
struggled attracting working 
professionals. A vibrant airport 
can help bring in new industries 
and spur economic growth in our 
community. Managed correctly, it 
can also drive property taxes down 
and provide inexpensive travel 
options to cities all across the U.S.

So before deciding on who to vote 
for this August, I would urge you to 
get to know Eric. Charlotte County 

deserves an Airport Authority that 
we can all be proud of, and I know 
Eric Bretan is the right person for 
the job.

Robin Bretan
Punta Gorda
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The sky is falling, the sky is 
falling! Is Chicken Little right 
or is Jack attempting to climb a 
beanstalk in downtown Punta 
Gorda?

There seems to be a perverted 
interest in the sky in what is 
left of  an almost unspoiled town 
on the west coast of  Florida’s 
waterfront. In ancient Babylon 
the people started building a 
tower to reach heaven, hence 
the Tower of  Babel. God would 
have no part of  this, so he 
confused their minds and they 
all wound up speaking different 
languages. The construction 
stopped, but the different 
languages persist throughout 
the earth.

Apparently, this curse of  lan-
guages has reared its ugly head 
here in Punta Gorda. It seems 
that different languages are 
being spoken by the residents, 
Realtors, real estate developers 

and the City Council. The 
subject is building heights.

The residents of  Punta Gorda 
have been very vocal about 
preventing tall buildings in 
the city, especially the down-
town area. It appears that the 
large vacant lot downtown 
has remained vacant because 
of  the building height issue. 
Developers want to build high-
er, make their fast buck, and 
get out of  Dodge (or is it Babel?) 
leaving Punta Gorda’s residents 

inflicted with a ruined down-
town like all the other cities up 
and down Florida’s west coast. 
We have our own pandemic!

The value of  this property 
is high because it is expected 
that allowed building heights 
will increase to permit taller, 
more expensive structures, i.e., 
“betting on the come.” Punta 
Gorda’s City Council has been 
wishy-washy on the subject be-
cause it has yet to take a strong, 
unified stand on not permitting 
taller buildings!

Being born and raised in 
Chicago, I keep remembering 
the old adage that “money 
talks” and guess who’s got the 
money and the loud mouths. 
Pressure is being put on the 
City Council members just 
has it has been on the Airport 
Authority. The citizens of  
Punta Gorda must continue 
to be very vocal about their 

opposition to the malignancy of  
increased building heights. An 
attempt is also being made to 
add another shill to the Airport 
Authority (notice the inane 
letters to the editor), and this 
must be guarded against in the 
City Council.

Once developers are con-
vinced that permissible build-
ing heights will not increase, 
the price of  the property will 
most likely decrease substan-
tially and then can be used as 
the residents prefer. This does 
not require a zoning change, 
only that the existing regula-
tions remain!

How about building the 
high rises along I-75? Who 
would object to this besides the 
ranchers, cattle, cattle rustlers, 
and perhaps a latter-day Butch 
Cassidy? Of  course, no one 
willing to spend big bucks 
would want to live there.

We must be on constant 
guard to prevent the profit mo-
tive of  developers from ruining 
our waterfronts, our living 
areas, and our core downtown 
district. Real estate develop-
ment should be encouraged, but 
in its proper location. There is 
no reason why a balance cannot 
be achieved, but it requires 
constant vigilance.

As elections approach, expect 
things to get ugly in town, but 
even more so at the airport. 
To wit, “when the debate is 
lost, slander becomes the tool 
of  the loser.” Now watch the 
“cards and letters” come in to 
tell us how great ruining the 
downtown will be and how the 
airport needs “breaking.”

Anthony Biell is a member of  the 
Charlotte County Curmudgeon 
Club. Readers may reach him at 
cccurmdgeons@gmail.com

We don’t need tall buildings in Punta Gorda

ANTHONY BIELL
Curmudgeon Corner

One of  my family members
ended up in the ER for a week 
after a bad fall.

The hospital we chose and its 
staff were wonderful in every
way, but this time, one im-
portant thing was missing: an
appropriate number of  nurses
to deliver superior care.

The nurses who were there
did their best. They are work-
ing long hours and exhausting 
themselves and, still, the ones
we met were cheerful and 
supportive.

There is a special place
in Heaven for people in this
profession.

But where did all the nurses
go?

We moved our family mem-
ber to a skilled nursing center
last weekend, where physical 
therapy will hopefully restore
mobility.

But that center, too, is short 
on nurses. By our count, there
are six nurses for 200 patients 
— mostly elderly patients who
need exceptional attention and
care, but are just not getting it.

I assumed that the COVID-19 
pandemic was behind the
shortage and, to a degree, it is.

Though it sped up the retire-
ment of  many nurses across

the country and made things 
worse, according to Healthline, 
the nursing shortage has been a 
challenge going back 10 years.

The greater challenge is that
demand for nurses is soaring 
because America is getting old-
er as millions of  Baby Boomers 
enter their golden years.

Health reforms have also 
given more people access to
quality health insurance, which
has led to more patients at
hospitals.

Currently, the average age 
of  RNs in this country is 50 — 
and long hours working heavy
workloads is simply burning 
nurses out and causing more 
errors in medical treatment.

For someone whose loved 
one needs exceptional medical 
care RIGHT NOW, this is a very 
unsettling issue.

It’s one of  so many short-
ages of  late: Empty shelves in 
grocery stores, cars that are
way too expensive because our 
supply chain is a mess and air-
plane flights that are canceled 
or delayed.

This situation is not the
America I’ve known most of  
my life.

I’ve encountered many very 
smart and accomplished people 
in the business world who 
solve gigantic problems and get 
things done to the benefit of  us 
all.

So where are the smart 
people who are working on the 

nursing shortage?
A complex challenge requires 

a complex solution.
Will our federal government 

ever figure out how to do real
immigration reform and let 
more nurses and physical 
therapists and doctors into our
country?

Can’t our universities
restructure and ramp up their
nursing programs to bring 
many new talented nurses into
the field?

And can’t hospitals and
long-term care facilities pony
up better salaries and offer 
flexible, non-burnout schedules

that allow nurses – who gener-
ally get into this field because 
they want to care for people – to
do their best work?

How about retention bonuses 
and longer vacations to sunny
climates where nurses can
recharge?

Hey, employers, can’t you 
create grants to fund nursing
education? You, too, federal
government.

The fact is, the more over-
worked the nurses are at your
facility, the more medical 
mistakes will be made — how 
many massive lawsuits do
you want to pay for when you 
can get ahead of  the problem 
and produce a pipeline of  new
nursing talent?

Get creative for goodness
sake.

I’m seeing firsthand how a
severe and chronic nursing 
shortage – and a total lack of
problem solving – is having a
negative impact on my beloved 
family member.

Come on, America. We’ve got 
work to do.

Tom Purcell is an author and
humor columnist for the Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review. Email
him at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

We must do something about the nursing shortage

TOM PURCELL
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
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COMMENTARY

Hot off the press, the new 
Englewood Chamber of  Commerce 
Community Guides are in.

With a completely refreshed and 
redesigned look, these guides will 
be available at the chamber and 
throughout the county at local 
businesses.

We work with Realtors, title 
companies and homeowners asso-
ciations to make sure our guides 
get out to new residents. We have a 
display at the Punta Gorda Airport 
and work with hotels and vacation 
rental companies to get our guides 
out to visitors as well.

The guides include a directory of  
all our chamber members listed by 
category with a spotlight on our All 
Star members.

There is great information about 
our local community, including 
education on local fish, turtles, 
birds, shells and more.

We even showcase some pictures 
from our annual signature events 
like the golf  scramble, Boots & 
Bling and our awards banquet.

Pick up a copy and see if  you are 
in any of  the pictures.

Thank you to Kristen Conti with 
Peacock Premier Properties for 
submitting the winning photo in 
our photo contest to be featured on 
the cover of  the guide.

LEADERSHIP GRADUATION
Join us as at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday as we celebrate the 
success of  Leadership Englewood 

Class of  2022. Check presentations 
will be made to Englewood Animal 
Rescue Sanctuary, Kids’ Needs of  
Greater Englewood and The Long 
Walk Home. Come show your 
support and enjoy wonderful food 
and comradery at the beautiful 
Boca Royale Golf  & Country Club. 
Guests will have their choice 
of  NY strip steak, Faroe Island 
salmon with lemon butter dill 
sauce or chicken Marsala. Dinner 
includes salad and sides consisting 
of  mashed potatoes and mixed 
greens and dessert. There will 
be a cash bar. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit www.
EnglewoodChamber.com.

FUN AFTER 5
Come out from 5-7 p.m. June 8 for 

some fun after 5! Lighthouse Grill 
at Stump Pass, 260 Maryland Ave., 
Englewood will be host. Be sure 
to bring a door prize if  you want 
a chance on winning a week’s ad 
on the chamber’s digital billboard. 
There are usually more than 100 

attendees at the monthly events, 
perfect for meeting a lot of  people 
in a short period of  time. This is 
a great fun way to promote your 
business. Enjoy food, drinks, music 
and camaraderie. There is no cost 
for this event, however, bring some 
cash for the 50/50 raffle. No regis-
tration necessary.

CHAMBER GOLF SCRAMBLE
Get your businesses noticed 

and have fun while doing it. Mark 
your calendars for July 30 for the 
Chamber’s Annual Golf  Scramble. 
It will be held at Rotonda Golf  
& Country Club’s Long Marsh 
Course. Whether you are a golf  
enthusiast or you’ve never played 
a game in your life, you are sure to 
enjoy this event. Find out more on 
the events section of  our website, 
www.EnglewoodChamber.com. The 
idea is to have chamber businesses 
purchase a team of  four. Businesses 
can use their team as an employee 
team building outing, a get together 
among friends, client appreciation, 
or you can invite people you would 
like to get to know better to in-
crease business connections.

Doug Izzo is executive director of  
the Englewood Florida Chamber 
of  Commerce. 601 S. Indiana 
Ave., Englewood. Contact him at 
doug.izzo@englewoodchamber.
com, 941-474-5511, or visit www.
englewoodchamber.com

Englewood Chamber debuts new 
Community Guides

DOUG IZZO
Englewood Chamber
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GETTING THE EAA B-17 BACK INTO THE AIR 

BY TOM EWING

THE COMMON BOND BETWEEN each and every EAA 
member is the shared passion for flight. For us,     avi-
ation is not just a mode of transportation, it is a 
lifestyle. It matters very little whether our partic-
ular interest is with homebuilt, vintage, aerobatic, 
or warbird aircraft — or even the everyday Cessna 
or Piper. We share a common desire to preserve 
the past, guard the present, and protect the fragile 
future of noncommercial aviation. Countless sto-
ries highlight the extraordinary lengths to which 
EAA members will go to further this cause. This is 
the remarkable story of one such group of EAA 
members and aviation enthusiasts who came 
together in Punta Gorda, Florida, to save one of the 
most important living pieces of aviation history.
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THE AIRPLANE

ew airplanes are as iconic 
and recognizable as the
Boeing B-17. The design is 
beautiful, and the sound is 
unmistakable. To see one in 
person is truly awe-inspir-
ing. This feeling never leaves 
you, even if you fly the B-17 
on a regular basis. It’s easy to 

understand why a young Seattle newspaper 
reporter, seeing the B-17 prototype for the first 
time during its public debut in 1935, dubbed it 
the Flying Fortress. The moniker became so 
popular that it continued through future gen-
erations of Boeing bombers with the B-29 
Superfortress and the B-52 Stratofortress. It’s 
easy to understand why the B-17 Flying 
Fortress is still regarded as one of the most leg-
endary aircraft ever to take to the skies.

A total of 12,731 examples of this extraordinary 
bomber were produced, and the vast majority of 
them were built in a period of only three and a half 
years. To put this number in perspective, consider 
that the commercial jet airliner produced in 
greater numbers than any other in the entire his-
tory of the jet age is the Boeing 737. Only 10,700 
Boeing 737s have ever been produced, and that’s 
happened over a span of 54 years.

The B-17 was used primarily in the 
European theater as a high-altitude daylight 
strategic bomber during World War II. The 
B-17’s primary mission  was to destroy indus-
trial and military targets that supported the 
Axis powers’ war effort. It was initially 
thought that the extensive defensive arma-
ment on the B-17 would be sufficient to protect 
the aircraft and crew from attacking enemy 
aircraft. However, the threats to high-altitude 
heavy bombers proved to be much more formi-
dable than originally expected. Losses of U.S. 
bombers were alarmingly high, especially 
during the early months of the bombing cam-
paign. In all, 4,735 B-17s were lost in combat 
during WWII, each with 10 men onboard. A 
similar number of B-17s were lost in training 
and noncombat operations. It’s truly sobering 
to understand the danger faced by every WWII 
bomber crew member. Even with production 
numbers as  incredibly high as they were, B-17s 
were being lost so rapidly that the U.S. Army 
Air Forces inventory never exceeded 4,600. By 
the end of WWII, fewer than 3,700 B-17s 
remained in the U.S. Army Air Forces’ 

Aluminum Overcast, EAA’s B-17 Flying Fortress

inventory. Many of these war-weary B-17s had 
given their all and were simply scrapped in 
place. Others were returned to the U.S. to lan-
guish in desert storage. With the world now
safe from tyranny, their job was done.

Statistics as shocking as this are not unique to 
B-17 bombers during WWII. The industrial and 
military effort required to protect our freedom was 
the greatest in the history of humanity. The sacri-
fice in human life necessary to protect our freedom 
was immense. Time passes, and it becomes easier 
to forget that by the time the United States entered 
WWII, almost all of Europe had already fallen to 
the Nazi onslaught. It becomes easier to forget that 
less than one year after the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
much of the Pacific and Far East had fallen victim 
to the Japanese Empire. It becomes easier to forget 
that 3 percent of the entire Earth’s population died 
as a result of WWII. If not for the sacrifice of “the 
greatest generation,” we’d likely be living in a very 
different world today.
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Currently, only 46 intact B-17 Flying 
Fortress airframes remain in existence. Of the 
remaining B-17s, only nine are considered air-
worthy. Even fewer actually fly regularly and 
are approved to offer living history flights to 
the public. B-17s are far rarer than P-51s, 
Corsairs, and almost any other WWII aircraft.

One of the most recognizable of these 
remaining B-17s is EAA’s Aluminum Overcast.

THE MISSION

Stories of WWII veterans returning home 
from war often follow a common theme. These 
veterans did not consider themselves heroes. 
They did not glamorize war as an exciting 
adventure. They only wanted to put the trag-
edy of WWII in the rearview mirror and get on 
with their lives. Their uniforms and medals
were placed in boxes and stored away in clos-
ets. In many cases, their personal stories of 
heroism were never passed down to their chil-
dren and grandchildren. These WWII veterans 
were heroes, and their stories need to be told.

EAA has owned Aluminum Overcast for 
more than 40 years. During that time, the orga-
nization has had the honor of flying countless 
veterans, including bomber crew members who 
flew the B-17 during WWII. EAA has brought 
this B-17 flight experience to countless chil-
dren, grandchildren, and family members of 
these heroic WWII veterans. It has flown the 
ashes of WWII veterans and the flags that 
draped the caskets of others. It has brought 
this history to schoolchildren who otherwise 
may have never understood the sacrifice of this 
generation. It has brought the story of the 
greatest generation to the public throughout 
the country in order to keep this history alive. 
Those of us who crew Aluminum Overcast are 
volunteers, and we consider ourselves caretak-
ers of this very important history.
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THE TOUR RESUMES

As with many EAA events and activities, the Aluminum 
Overcast B-17 tour was put on hold during the pandemic. For 
many months, Aluminum Overcast remained tucked away in 
the Weeks Hangar in Oshkosh. Finally, in March 2021, it was 
time for the tour to resume. Aluminum Overcast was flown to 
Lawrenceville, Georgia, for its first tour stop of the new sea-
son. Other than a minor disagreement with a large bird over 
which of the two would occupy the same airspace, all went 
well with the Lawrenceville tour stop. Then it was on to 
Lake City, Florida. After an uneventful tour stop, Aluminum 
Overcast was flown to Lakeland, Florida, where annual B-17 
training would occur for the EAA volunteer B-17 pilots and 
mechanics. Aluminum Overcast performed flawlessly 
throughout the weeklong training event.

Once training was complete, EAA pilots Neil Morrison 
and I flew Aluminum Overcast to the next scheduled tour 
stop in Punta Gorda, Florida. EAA Chapter 565, our B-17 
tour sponsor in Punta Gorda, can also claim bragging rights 
when it comes to some very interesting WWII history. The 
Army Corps of Engineers built Punta Gorda Army Airfield 
on the site of the current airport in 1941 as a P-40 training 
base. The airfield remained active until the end of WWII. 
Three decades after the war ended, one of the few reminders 
that this was once an air base was an abandoned concrete 
bullet trap used for sighting in aircraft machine guns. Its 
concrete walls were 14 inches thick and the interior was 
filled with sand in order to contain the bullets. The founding 
members of EAA Chapter 565 acquired the structure in the 
late 1970s and transformed it into the permanent chapter 
home still in use today.

The Punta Gorda tour stop was certainly shaping up to 
be a very successful event. The weather forecast was great, 
and quite a few B-17 flights were planned over the course of 
the weekend. The only task remaining was to wrap up some 
routine maintenance before tour flights started the follow-
ing morning.

EAA volunteer pilots Tom Ewing and Neil Morrison arriving in Punta Gorda.

Punta Gorda Army Airfield bullet trap before and after  

its transformation into the EAA Chapter 565 headquarters.

B-17 MAINTENANCE

The historical significance of Aluminum Overcast
is well understood by all those involved in this pro-
gram, and that is reflected in the comprehensive 
maintenance this aircraft receives. There are two 
pilots, two TAMOs (touring aircraft maintenance
officers), two tour coordinators, and two vans con-
taining tools, parts, and support equipment at each
B-17 tour stop. Electronic engine analyzer data 
from all four Wright Cyclone engines is down-
loaded after each day of flying and is then 
uploaded to SavvyAnalysis. From there, it is elec-
tronically screened for any unusual indications. 
The engine analyzer data is also monitored each 
day by no less than two sets of eyes. It is safe to say 
that very little, from an engine maintenance stand-
point, can slip through the cracks. Routine engine 
and airframe maintenance for Aluminum Overcast
includes daily inspections, comprehensive 
30-flight-hour inspections that are performed 
while on tour, and 120-flight-hour inspections that 
are performed at the maintenance base.
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Tim Bourgoine is a well-known and 
respected name within the B-17 community. 
He has been maintaining B-17s for many 
years and is one of the lead TAMOs for 
Aluminum Overcast. We were fortunate to 
have Tim with us during our tour stop in 
Punta Gorda. It was during his routine 
inspection that areas in the wing fittings were 
discovered that appeared to show signs of 
fatigue. Problems in these particular areas are 
not new to B-17s. An airworthiness directive 
applicable to all B-17s was issued in 2001 that 
requires dye penetrant and visual inspections 
in specific areas of the wing fittings. EAA has 
always maintained compliance with this AD. 
Any defects found in these areas during 
inspection require the affected materials to be 
replaced. This is a complex procedure, and 
it’s precisely the daunting task we faced.

The fact that this specific problem was dis-
covered during routine maintenance is 
validation of the success of the EAA mainte-
nance program. Similarly, the fact that EAA 
maintenance takes a very conservative 
approach toward operating the B-17 validates 
the success of the EAA safety program. In this 
case, the decision was made to cancel the 
Punta Gorda tour stop flights. This approach is 
necessary for EAA to adhere to its very high 
safety standards.

THE RECOVERY

I think I’m pretty safe in saying that John 
Hopkins, EAA’s director of maintenance, is 
one of the most knowledgeable and talented 
warbird techs in the industry. If there is a 
problem with a warbird, he’s the guy you want 
on your side. After the problem was identified, 
John caught the next flight to Punta Gorda. 
John’s inspection confirmed the initial diagno-
sis. Aluminum Overcast was grounded.

We were now faced with a serious logistical 
problem. With Aluminum Overcast 1,500 miles 
away from the maintenance base in Oshkosh, and 
with inadequate facilities and support to perform 
the repairs, we were faced with what seemed like 
a nearly insurmountable task. To make matters 
worse, we were six short weeks away from the 
beginning of hurricane season, and the Aluminum 
Overcast was stuck in a location where corrosive 
salt air could permeate every part of its 76-year-
old fuselage. The thought certainly crossed my 
mind that Aluminum Overcast’s future was in seri-
ous jeopardy.

In addition, AirVenture 2021 was only three months away. 
John’s maintenance staff in Oshkosh was already on a very tight 
schedule and was rushing to have everything ready to go in time 
for the event. The  cancellation of AirVenture 2020 due to the pan-
demic was quite a blow to EAA. Jeopardizing the success  of 
AirVenture 2021 by redirecting resources was not an option. This 
problem could not have come at a worse time.

DEDICATED AND TALENTED VOLUNTEERS

There is a camaraderie among the members of EAA Chapter 565, 
the warbirds community, the airport authority, and the mainte-
nance crews at Punta Gorda Airport that I have rarely witnessed at 
any other airport. Once EAA chose to cancel any further flights of 
Aluminum Overcast, it would have been easy for the folks at Punta 
Gorda Airport to close the door, turn off the lights, and leave the 
aircraft’s fate in the hands of others. But that’s not how they roll. 
After the problem was identified, it was all hands on deck.

The first hurdle we faced was finding shelter for the B-17. This 
was not going to be a quick repair, and it would be all but impossi-
ble to accomplish without a hangar. We were certainly not 
optimistic. After all, what’s the chance of finding an available han-
gar large enough to accommodate the 104-foot wingspan of a  B-17 
in Punta Gorda? This is where the story gets really interesting!

The entire first flight of the Punta Gorda B-17 tour stop was
reserved by Chuck Bushman, the founder and CEO of Arcadia 
Aerospace, for his employees and family.

Arcadia Aerospace provides high-tech specialized manufacturing 
and quality-control solutions for the aerospace industry. It was cer-
tainly a disappointment to Chuck that this special B-17 flight was 
canceled. When Chuck learned of the serious problem we faced, he 
invited us to his hangar. Arcadia Aerospace operates out of a 120-foot 
-wide hangar with an attached office building. In the rear half of the 
hangar are bays housing some impressive high-tech robotic equip-
ment. In the front of the hangar was the most perfect vacant area for 
parking a wounded B-17. And did I forget to mention that the hangar is 
air-conditioned? Chuck generously offered the use of his hangar if we 
could find a way to squeeze the 104-foot wingspan through his 85-foot 
door opening. John Hopkins is no stranger to fitting large airplanes 
through small doorways. He was confident that it could be done.

Once we had the hangar lined up, John had to return to Oshkosh 
to continue preparations for AirVenture. The logistics of preparing 
the B-17 and moving it to the Arcadia Aerospace hangar were left to
me and the trusted EAA chapter volunteers at Punta Gorda Airport.
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CHEAPEST PRICE IN TOWN

Larry McClure is the president of EAA Chapter 565 
in Punta Gorda. He’s also a man with many local connec-
tions, and with a drive and determination that endure 
until a job is done. Larry was exactly the right person at 
the right time for the job that lay ahead. His leadership 
skills, gained through decades as a Navy pilot and United 
Airlines captain, would be tested over and over in the 
coming days. The job ahead would require plenty of vol-
unteers, a tug capable of moving a B-17, a plan for 
emptying nearly 1,200 gallons of fuel that was onboard 
the B-17, good weather, and a bit of luck.

With no shortage of willing EAA Chapter 565 mem-
bers, the task of assembling volunteers would be the 
easiest challenge to overcome. Larry also asked United 
Airlines Capt. Jim Lyons if they could use his two porta-
ble fuel tanks. The next key participant Larry enlisted 
was Ron Mallard, the airport manager at Punta Gorda 
Airport. Ron is a warbirds enthusiast with a bit of expe-
rience as a B-25 crew member. The final key volunteer 
was Paul Crowley, owner of PSC Warbird Aviation. He 
had the one available tug that might stand a chance 
against a B-17.

Aluminum Overcast was towed from the EAA ramp to 
a remote staging area where defueling would begin the 
following morning. One would think that finding a home 
for 1,200 gallons of free avgas defueled from a B-17 would 

be a simple task. Not so much. This 
fuel can’t simply be pumped into the 
normal airport fuel supply because of 
the contaminant-testing protocol. 
The first order of business was 
breaking the bad news to Ron that 
we were about to destroy his fuel 
sales at Punta Gorda Airport. With 
that task behind us, Larry worked to 
line up enough airplanes to take the 
fuel as fast as we could offload it 
from the B-17. Each of the two porta-
ble fuel tanks had a capacity of 200 
gallons. While the B-17’s fuel was 
being transferred into one portable 
tank, the other portable tank was 
being trailered around the airport, 
filling the tanks of any local airplane 
owners who showed up. All the 
while, fuel had to be transferred from 
wing to wing and tank to tank on the 
B-17 to move it to the proper location 
for defueling. It’s complicated, but 
let’s just say that I’m hoping the 
emphasis in next year’s B-17 pilot 
recurrent training is on the fuel sys-
tem! The defueling process started 
early in the morning and lasted
until dusk.

MURPHY’S LAW

That evening was spent running  
computer models of tow paths and 
fuselage overlap angles that would be 
required to pivot the 104-foot B-17 
wingspan through the 85-foot door 
and into the hangar. This might be a 
walk in the park for John Hopkins, but 
my computer model showed just 
inches to spare.

Early the next morning, Paul 
Crowley connected the tug to 
Aluminum Overcast’s tow bar and 
prepared for the short trip to the 
hangar. Before moving the plane, we 
walked the tow route to take one 
more look. We knew the final turns 
would be a challenge due to narrow 
taxiways with no fillet and an uphill 
slope. Then there was the final pivot 
turn into the hangar with little room 
for error. No time to waste — it was 
time to move the B-17.
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At first, all went well and the tug handled the weight of 
the B-17 nicely. However, once we reached the area of tight 
turns, the tug struggled. The stop-and-go motion put a flex-
ing force on the tow-bar cap that finally caused it to break. 
Yes, it was our only tow bar. The B-17 was stranded and now 
blocking the only taxiway a local flight school had for get-
ting in or out. Fortunately, they were good sports. They 
were very patient while we explored our options.

Ron Mallard jumped in with a couple of possibilities, the 
first of which was a robotic tug that was rated for the weight 
of a B-17. We tried this, but the drive tracks would not grip 
the pavement in the spot where we were located. Ron then 
mentioned that there was an old rusted tow bar on the oppo-
site side of the field that we could try. The adjustable coupler 
jackscrew on this tow bar was rusted, but we managed to 
render it usable with some penetrating oil and coaxing from 
a hammer. We were back in business. However, we quickly 
ran into the same problem. The tug simply didn’t have the 
power to move the B-17 through the tight turn.

We were running out of options when Chuck Bushman 
mentioned that Arcadia Aerospace had a forklift and cargo 
straps that could be used to help the tug by pulling from the 
front tow points on the B-17. When it was suggested that 
the small forklift wheels may not get the necessary traction, 
Chuck said, “Then I’ll get our second forklift.” Are you kid-
ding me? Is there any obstacle that the people of Punta
Gorda Airport can’t overcome? This is exactly what we 
needed to make the final uphill climb to the hangar ramp 
area. What remained was the final pivot turn to position 
Aluminum Overcast through the door and into the hangar. 
It took a couple of attempts to squeeze the B-17 into the 
hangar, but we were successful. Yes, my computer model 
was correct — there were only inches to spare. With 
Aluminum Overcast safely tucked away in the hangar, 
everyone could finally breathe a sigh of relief.

The repair work necessary to bring Aluminum 
Overcast back to flying status meant that we would be 
in the Arcadia Aerospace hangar for several months. 
Arcadia Aerospace frequently works with classified 
and proprietary aerospace parts; this requires a high 
level of security within its facility. EAA employees, 
contractors, and volunteers would not be able to sim-
ply come and go as they pleased. Ned Rose is an 
Arcadia Aerospace employee, EAA Chapter 565 mem-
ber, experienced airplane builder, and a pilot who is 
quite impressive at the controls of his RV-7. Ned 
became our liaison to Arcadia Aerospace and has 
helped us immensely. He has put in countless hours 
with the maintenance team operating heavy equip-
ment, helping to remove B-17 engines, and working 
side by side with them on many other tasks. In addi-
tion, Ned coordinated the volunteer work to build 
wooden cradles used to support the fuselage while 
wing work is underway. Without the valuable help of 
Ned and these incredible volunteers, much of what we 
are accomplishing would not be possible.

By now, you have clearly identified the pattern 
that followed us through the entire Punta Gorda tour 
stop. We faced what seemed like a relentless wave of 
obstacles. Each time, the volunteers at Punta Gorda 
Airport bulldozed their way through. They would not 
accept defeat. I don’t know if any other place in the 
entire country, or perhaps even the world, could have 
come up with the facility, equipment, volunteers, 
ingenuity, and leadership required to accomplish this 
enormous task.

Throughout this entire process, Chuck Bushman and 
the employees of Arcadia Aerospace have been incredibly
helpful. They have run their business with half the han-
gar space they previously had. They have tolerated the 
noise and disruption that is unavoidable when perform-
ing heavy maintenance. They have generously assisted 
with the multitude of tasks that go along with a project of 
this magnitude. The generosity of Chuck and Arcadia 
Aerospace is far beyond what we could have ever imag-
ined. For all they have done, they have asked nothing 
in return.

One day, the last of the airworthy B-17 Flying 
Fortresses will be towed away from the flightline and into 
a museum for permanent static display. When that day 
comes, the only stories many people will ever know 
about the bravery and sacrifice of the WWII bomber 
crew members is what can be printed on a museum 
exhibit display sign. That will be a sad day indeed, but it 
won’t come anytime soon. Aluminum Overcast will fly 
again and continue its mission, thanks in large part to 
Chuck Bushman, Arcadia Aerospace, EAA Chapter 565, 
and all the great volunteers who shared our dream of 
keeping this history alive. When you next see Aluminum 
Overcast fly, you will know that the spirit of Punta Gorda 
Airport flies with it. 

Aluminum Overcast flight jackets being presented to volunteers.
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Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport's newest carrier is adding its seventh nonstop route at the 
airport about a year after entering the market. 

Starting on Oct. 6, Allegiant Air will offer flights between the Twin Cities and Sarasota Bradenton 
International Airport (SRQ) on Florida's Gulf Coast. A spokesperson says the Las Vegas-based budget 
airline plans to operate it twice a week year-round, but in general, it considers all routes to be seasonal 
and subject to demand. 

In a statement announcing this and several other new routes, Allegiant's senior vice president of revenue 
and planning, Drew Wells, said "demand for air travel is at an all-time high." 

The airport still hasn't fully recovered from the pandemic slowdown, however. The number of flights at 
MSP in April was only 77% of the 14,254 flights scheduled in April 2019, according to data from 
aviation analytics firm Cirium. 

Late last June, Allegiant announced that it was joining MSP and officially became the airport's 18th 
carrier when it launched flights destined for Asheville Regional Airport in North Carolina, Punta Gorda 
Airport and Palm Beach International Airport, both in Florida. 

Since then, it's added routes to Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport in Florida, Phoenix-Mesa Gateway 
Airport in Arizona and McGhee Tyson Airport in Tennessee. 

Delta Air Lines and Sun Country Airlines also offer seasonal flights between the Twin Cities and 
Sarasota, Fla., during Minnesota's colder months. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2022/05/09/allegiant-air-nonstop-route-msp-sarasota-florida.html 

 

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/search/results?q=Drew%20Wells
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2022/05/09/allegiant-air-nonstop-route-msp-sarasota-florida.html
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These Are the Cheapest Airports and 
States for Domestic Flights Right  
Now New Jersey and Florida residents have got it made. 
By Megan Schaltegger              Published on 5/10/2022 at 3:05 PM 

 

Editor's Note: We know COVID-19 is continuing to impact your travel plans. Should you travel now, be 
sure to familiarize yourself with the CDC's latest guidance on domestic and international travel as well as 
local requirements, protocols, and restrictions for both your destination upon your arrival and your home 
city upon your return. Be safe out there. 



We've already come to terms with the fact that soaring fares and flight cancellations aren't slowing down 
anytime soon, but at least I can take solace that my go-to airport is among the cheapest for domestic trips. 
Hopefully, you can too.  

Loan company NetCredit has rounded up the most inexpensive states and airports to fly out of nationally, 
which is pretty crucial information given current rates. 

According to the study, New Jersey is the cheapest, with an average domestic flight price of $205.60. The 
Garden State also boasts the most budget-friendly airport in the US. The Atlantic City International 
Airport with a flight average of just $109.43. Its state counterpart, Newark Liberty International Airport, 
averages closer to $300 per roundtrip flight. 

Florida trailed New Jersey with an average $257.36 on domestic flights with five of its airports making 
the top 10 cheapest airports in the country list. 

 

"Sometimes your go-to airport is neither the cheapest nor most affordable option," editor at NetCredit 
Bonnie Payo told Travel + Leisure. "Competition is a major factor, with prices often cheaper at big 
airports with multiple airlines or rival airports nearby. With some airlines seeing some airports as hubs for 
business [travelers] who are less choosy about higher fares, ticket prices are often more expensive." 

Here are the top 10 cheapest airports in the US for domestic flights:  

1. Atlantic City International Airport 

2. Orlando Sanford International Airport 

3. Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport 

4. St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport 



5. Punta Gorda Airport  

6. Norman Y. Mineta San José International Airport  

7. Long Island MacArthur Airport 

8. Oakland International Airport  

9. Hilo International Airport 

10. LaGuardia Airport 

 

https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/cheapest-airports-states-domestic-flights  

https://www.thrillist.com/news/nation/cheapest-airports-states-domestic-flights
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VENICE – With an eye toward determining whether an air traffic control tower is needed because of 
increasing traffic at the Venice Municipal Airport, the Venice City Council is launching an update of the 
airport's master plan. 

Such an update would include an assessment of whether a control tower is warranted. 

The decision came following a presentation Tuesday by Dave Wimberly and Paul Hollowell of Venice 
Aviation Society, Inc., which included discussion of the airiport's increased use. 

“What was once a nice small-town airport has been discovered,” said Wimberly, the VASI president. 

Hollowell, the VASI treasurer, pointed out that there are about 90,000 takeoffs or landings – logged 
collectively as “operations” – every year at the airport, as tracked by Vector airport systems cameras. 

Hollowell noted that an air traffic control tower directs flow around the airport in the same way that either 
a roundabout or traffic signals control vehicular traffic on roads. 

Both speakers stressed that the airport is currently safe. 

“As far as the airport now, the pilots are on their game,” Hollowell said “When you enter the pattern you 
are on your game to maintain the perspective, the situational awareness.” 

The current master plan was developed in 2008 and approved in 2011. 



VASI made a request in March 2008 for the city to apply to the FAA for a tower under its contract tower 
program, in anticipation of aviation growth. 

That council did not act on the request. 

Venice Airport Director Mark Cervasio noted that the airport had slotted a request for funding to conduct 
a new master plan in the 2025 fiscal year, so the council is asking for funding from the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which would cover up to 90% of the plan's cost. 

The findings would then be used by the FAA to conduct a cost-benefit analysis of building a control 
tower. 

The city could have also hired a consultant at anywhere from $8,000 to $10,000 to collect the data the 
FAA would use as the basis for its analysis but the master plan rewrite offers a more comprehensive 
solution. 

If the FAA decides a tower is warranted, it could build and operate it, but a more likely scenario – such as 
at Punta Gorda Airport – would have it established as a contract tower that would be built by the city and 
paid for out of the airport enterprise fund. 

It would then be staffed by FAA-certified contractors. 

A third operation would be e remote tower, where an off-site contractor directs air traffic remotely and 
monitors it through a series of cameras and infrared sensors. 

That option is primarily being used in Europe but is currently in operation as pilot projects at airports in 
Loveland, Colorado, and Leesburg, Virginia. 

In other action 

Also on Tuesday, the Venice City Council: 

• Approved a letter to Sarasota County, asking to be looped in as the county decides how it will 
improve the intersection of Pinebrook Road with Venice and Ridgewood avenues. The council also 
voiced approval for a three-pronged proposal by the Central Venice Coalition to improve the intersections 
and ensure that Pinebrook Road be maintained as a neighborhood road. 

• Approved the second reading of an ordinance placing proposed charter amendments on the 
November ballot. 

• Directed the city Environmental Advisory Board to research methods to reduce or eliminate single-use 
water bottles at all municipal buildings. 

• Continued discussion of the proposed rewrite of the city's land development code. In public comment, 
developer Pat Neal, of Neal Communities, said he is considering filing plans to build a proposed shopping 
center at the southwest corner of Jacaranda Boulevard and Laurel Road as soon as this week, to establish 
vested development rights. Proposed changes to the new code would limit the size of commercial 
construction in a planned-unit development. Neal noted that the plans he has ready to file include a gas 
station. He said plans for a newer vision that would not include a gas station would not be completed in 
time to preserve those rights. 

https://news.yahoo.com/study-venice-airport-master-plan-090419329.html?fr=sychp_catchall&guccounter=1 
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