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March 2, 2022 

NBC2 at Noon  

TV Script:  

Allegiant Airlines starts a new nonstop service from Punta Gorda to Ohio. Their celebrating with $33 low 
fares. Plus, everything else you have to pay for a typical Allegiant flight. You can catch them twice a 
week out of Punta Gorda. Allegiant has many more stops. They've also introduced late last year flying 
out of the Punta Gorda Airport. I mean, you can't beat $33. 



 

March 3, 2022 

ABC7 at 5 a.m.   

TV Script:  

Starting today, you can travel across the country for just $33. Allegiant now has nonstop flights from the 
Punta Gorda Airport to Canton, Ohio. The company is offering non-stop one-way tickets for as low as 33 
bucks.  
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In the proposed regulations, 
there are some exceptions.

The city’s 2.5-mile long 
Harborwalk multi-use trail will 
remain open for “pedestrians 
actively engaged in walking 
or jogging and bicyclists 
actively engaged in bicycling,” 

according to city documents.
That will only be permitted 

on the paved portions of  trail. 
Accessory structures, like 
benches and tables, as well 
as open areas adjacent to the 
trail, will also be closed.

At Wednesday’s meeting, the 
City Council also agreed on an 
additional exception for those 
fishing off public piers at the 
parks.

The proposed ordinance 
states that the new closures 
“shall not apply to persons 
actively engaged in fishing” on 
Adrienne Street Pier, Gilchrist 
Pier, Justice Center Pier, 
Laishley Pier, and Nature Park 
Pier.

“There was a concern about 
preventing people from using 
our fishing piers and those 
folks generally fish while fish 

are awake and most of  us are 
asleep,” City Attorney David 
Levin told the City Council.

The Ponce de Leon Park pier 
was not included because the 
entire park already shuts down 
overnight.

There were also exceptions 
for security vehicles assigned 
to special events permitted at
the parks.

City Zoning Official Lisa 

Hannon told the City Council 
that “fully self-contained 
recreation vehicles may be 
parked overnight in any 
city park when required 
for security purposes in 
conjunction with a city 
approved special event.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

COUNCIL
FROM PAGE 1B

Sarasota Doctors Hospital 
and Blake Medical Center in 
Bradenton will become HCA 
Florida Blake Hospital.

HCA announced in 
November that its more than 
450 affiliated facilities in 
Florida would adopt the HCA 
Florida name.

Beginning this week, 
Benjamin said, new names and 
logos will appear on HCA’s 
websites, work wear, billboards 
and signage.

HCA Florida Fawcett 
Hospital, a 253-bed acute 
care facility, will soon begin 
a $60 million expansion. The 
project includes more ICUs and 
operating areas, renovation of
the main lobby, registration, 
and waiting areas.

Also, Fawcett will be opening 
a freestanding emergency 
room in Cape Coral this spring 
and a second freestanding 
emergency room early next 
year serving Port Charlotte 
and North Port. It will be 
called HCA Florida Tamiami 
Trail Emergency, located at
105 Tamiami Trail in Port 

Charlotte, said Benjamin.
On Thursday, HCA Florida 

Fawcett Hospital will host 
Facebook announcement 
events at 10 a.m., noon, 
and 3 p.m. on its Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/
fawcetthospital/.

HCA Florida Englewood 
Hospital has planned events 
today as well, heralding 
recent changes. A caregiver 
celebration is planned for noon 
in the Suncoast Auditorium, 
followed by media interviews.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony 
attended by members of  the 
Englewood Florida Chamber 

of  Commerce takes place at
9:15 a.m., at 700 Medical Blvd. 
in Englewood.

Also, HCA announced two 
new Galen College of  Nursing 
campuses in Gainesville and 
Sarasota will join existing 
campus locations in Tampa 
Bay and Miami.

HCA Florida’s network 
includes about 11,000 staff 
physicians, 77,000 colleagues, 
49 hospitals and more than 
550 physician practices, 
freestanding emergency rooms 
and urgent care centers.

HCA’s name changes come 
on the heels of  Southwest 

Florida’s three Bayfront Health 
hospitals and their affiliated 
medical groups changing their 
names to ShorePoint Health in 
late November.

Now, Bayfront Health in 
Port Charlotte is ShorePoint 
Health Port Charlotte; 
Bayfront Health Punta Gorda 
is ShorePoint Health Punta 
Gorda; Venice Regional 
Bayfront Health is ShorePoint 
Health Venice; Bayfront Health 
Medical Group is ShorePoint 
Medical Group; and Gulf  Coast 
Medical Group is ShorePoint 
Medical Group.

HOSPITALS
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STAFF REPORT

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant 
will start flying from Punta 
Gorda Airport to Akron-Canton 
Airport starting today.

“We’re thrilled to expand our 
service in Charlotte County 
and offer travelers from the 
Buckeye state a gateway to 
southwest Florida,” Allegiant 
Senior Vice President Drew 
Wells said in a news release.

Wells is in charge of  revenue 
and planning.

“We know leisure travelers 
enjoy the convenience Allegiant 
offers: affordable flights that 
get them to their destinations 
without the hassle of  layovers 
or connections,” he said.

The flight to Akron-Canton 
Airport, known as CAK, will 
operate twice a week.

With a big asterisk attached, 
the company said its one-way 

fare on the new route is “as low 
as $33.”

The fares are limited and 
must be purchased by Friday, 
March 4 to travel by May 22. It 
doesn’t include taxes and fees 
along with optional services, 
among other items.

“Flight days, times and the 
lowest fares can be found only 
at Allegiant.com,” it said.

Allegiant adds new route to Ohio
SUN FILE PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Allegiant at Punta Gorda

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

BOCA GRANDE — More 
than 1,400 strawberry short-
cakes are featured at the annual
United Methodist Women’s 
annual Strawberry Festival this
weekend in Boca Grande.

“This is such a wonderful 
event,” said Susan Hanafee,
event chairperson. “It’s a 
terrific time for people to come
together and bond over straw-
berry shortcake.”

The festival is 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday at the Boca Grande 
Community Center, 131 First
St., Boca Grande. It will feature
baked goods, a silent auction, 
strawberry balloon sculptures, 
a book sale, boutique, crafts,
“Boca Burgers,” carnival
games, a cupcake challenge,
balloon volleyball and artisan 

tents. The Lemon Bay High
School Jazz Band will perform, 
and there will be a “wine pull”
and a “jewelry dig.”

“We have jewelry in sand 
bags and the ladies dig for 
them,” Hanafee said.

Proceeds go to scholarships,
help groups at Lemon Bay
High School and women’s and
children’s missions. The United 
Methodist Women have given 
away thousands to the causes.

A furniture sale is set for
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. March 19 at 421 
Gulf  Blvd., Boca Grande, as an 
extension of  the Strawberry 
Festival.

“It’s just too difficult to do 
them both in the same week-
end,” Hanafee said.

For more information, call
317-418-7806.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

Strawberry Festival on Boca Grande this weekend

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Pam Hannah, left, and Judy 
Sando take part in the 2019
Boca Grande Strawberry 
festival. It returns this 
weekend.

With the $5 entrance fee
participants receive a free
ticket for an orchid hourly
giveaway. The society also have 
other raffles including two 
baskets with orchid supplies.

The Englewood Area Orchid
Society is for anyone interested 
in the orchid culture, including 

hobbyists, master gardeners 
and professional growers. The 
group meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of the month, at
St. David’s Episcopal Church, 
401 S. Broadway, Englewood. 
Membership is $15 per year per
family.

For more information, visit
www.EAOS.org.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com
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Your Home. Your Lifestyle. Our Priority.

Local Non-Profi t organizations do great work in our communities 

and Gulf Shores Realty will reward them for their eff orts with a 

$1,000 donation.

It’s your opportunity to recognize Sarasota and Charlotte County 

Non-Profit (501c3) organizations, raise awareness of their good 

works and reward them for dedication to their missions. 

Each month ...
Go to YourSun.com and click on CONTESTS to 
NOMINATE and VOTE for your favorite Non-Profi t 

organization that serves Sarasota or Charlotte County. 

Following the monthly NOMINATIONS phase, area 

residents will be invited to cast their VOTES for the 

Non-Profit that deserves the recognition and reward. 

Join Gulf Shores Realty in supporting those 
organizations that support our communities.

SUN
The Daily

Charlotte • DeSoto • SarasotaYourSun.com

Powered by:
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Help those who help others.

BUSINESS
OF THE YEAR

AWARDS
2021

Professional & Financial

Non-Profit of the Month
NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN

Nominate and Vote EVERY MONTH
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A DECADE OF WINNING!
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Airlines has added a non-stop flight option from the Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD) to the Akron-Canton Airport (CAK) in Ohio. 

The new route will begin on Wednesday, March 2. 

Flights to and from Punta Gorda to Akron, Ohio will operate twice a week, the airline said. 

“We’re thrilled to expand our service in Charlotte County and offer travelers from the Buckeye state a 
gateway to southwest Florida,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and 
planning. 

The company is offering low fares on the new route starting as low as $33, Allegiant officials said. 

Click here for more information. 
 

https://nbc-2.com/features/travel/2022/03/02/allegiant-adds-non-stop-flights-to-ohio-from-punta-gorda/ 

 

https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://nbc-2.com/features/travel/2022/03/02/allegiant-adds-non-stop-flights-to-ohio-from-punta-gorda/


 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Airlines has added a non-stop flight option from the Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD) to the Akron-Canton Airport (CAK) in Ohio.  The new route will begin on Wednesday, 
March 2. 
 
Flights to and from Punta Gorda to Akron, Ohio will operate twice a week, the airline said. 

“We’re thrilled to expand our service in Charlotte County and offer travelers from the Buckeye state a 
gateway to southwest Florida,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and 
planning. 

The company is offering low fares on the new route starting as low as $33, Allegiant officials said. 

Click here for more information. 

https://abc-7.com/lifestyle/travel/2022/03/02/allegiant-adds-non-stop-flights-to-ohio-from-punta-gorda/ 
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Seagate Development Group is in the
preconstruction phase of a 60,000-
square-foot design-build facility for
American Builders & Contractors Sup-
ply Co., Inc. It is set to break ground in
the second quarter at the Charlotte
County Park of Commerce – adjacent to
the Punta Gorda Airport.

The leading, full-service develop-
ment company is in permit for site de-
velopment and construction of a
53,200-plus-square foot warehouse as
well as a 6,700-plus-square-foot offi�ce
area. The pre-engineered metal build-
ing will include metal panels and stucco
offi�ce façade as well as a fenced outdoor
yard.

With six acres in the fi�rst phase, the
newest location for America’s largest
wholesale distributor of roofi�ng, siding
and more will have 2.5 acres for future
expansion.

“We will develop and build a facility
that is poised for longevity and growth –
much like its location,” said Matt Price,
CEO & Partner at Seagate Development
Group. “My team looks forward to ex-
panding our footprint in Charlotte
County and simultaneously contribut-
ing to the county’s economic value as
well as ABC Supply’s success.”

ABC Supply is slated for completion

in the fi�rst quarter of 2023.
About Seagate Development Group
Seagate Development Group is a

leading, full-service development com-
pany specializing in a design-build
process via new construction, custom
renovations, interior design, and man-
agement and leasing services.

Seagate’s high-profi�le, design-build
projects include NeoGenomics’
150,000-square-foot global headquar-

ters and Scotlynn USA Division Inc.’s
60,000-square-foot North American
corporate headquarters as well as man-
aging over 1.5 million square feet of
commercial space.

We are currently building custom,
end-user residences in Esplanade Lake
Club, Quail West, Talis Park, Hill Tide
Estates and other luxury residential
communities throughout Southwest
Florida. In addition to fi�ve estate homes

in the works in Quail West, Seagate de-
veloped, built and sold 28 custom
homes in Windward Isle. Our team also
continues to conduct remodeling pro-
jects in and around the region.

Seagate Development Group’s corpo-
rate headquarters is located at 9921 In-
terstate Commerce Drive in Fort Myers.
For additional information, visit Seaga-
teDevelopmentGroup.com.

Seagate to break ground on ABC Supply in 2Q
Seagate Development Group
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

A rendering for American Builders & Contractors Supply Co. Inc. SUBMITTED

Emily
Highlight
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driven by one of  the 
troopers.

Both Watts and the 
trooper, a 47-year-old 
Tampa woman, were
seriously injured and 
taken to an area hospital.

The northbound lanes 
of  1-75 were closed in the
area for several hours.

The 10K, a fundraiser 
for the Armed Forces
Families Foundation,
had slots for 8,000
participants this year, 
according to organizers.

DUI
FROM PAGE 1C

PHOTO PROVIDED

A Sarasota woman crashed head-on into a Florida 
Highway Patrol trooper who was attempting to block 
her from driving onto the Skyway Bridge, where 
thousands of people were participating in a 10K
fundraiser for veterans.

Because he fought against Russia, his
parents were sent to Siberia after the 
war was over.

“On the way to Siberia, my
grandfather died and they threw 
his body off the train while it was 
moving. My grandmother spent 15 
years in the gulag building roads and 
cutting down trees before she was 
able to leave.”

Lieda said her parents knew 
nothing of  the fate of  the family
members in Ukraine until the nation
became liberated from the USSR in 
1991.

Family members are on their minds
today as they watch two televisions 

and the computer screen, trying to
keep up with the Russian invasion.
She has had some contact with 
cousins there.

“One of  my cousins was in the
hospital after cancer surgery and she 
was moved to the basement when 
the bombing started,” Lieda said. 
“Another cousin with a year-and-a-
half-old baby made it to Poland. The 
men have all joined the army.”

Things have grown worse since I
spoke with Lieda. I’m sure her heart 
is broken for her native country as 
this war plays out.

We have to pray and hope for
the best for the people suffering in
Ukraine. And be thankful for our 
democracy.

JOHN
FROM PAGE 1C

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Charlotte 
County Airport Authority 
Commissioner Vanessa Oliver 
accused her colleagues and 

airport manage-
ment of  disrupt-
ing a developer 
to negotiate an 
airspace aviation 
easement.

Her comments 
came at a Feb. 
24 authority
meeting.

During it, 
Punta Gorda City Councilor 
Mark Kuharski read a state-
ment from the city’s attorney 
accusing the airport of  applying 
undue pressure on Punta Gorda.

It stated the airport is asking 
the city to “extort” a developer 
to give up its rights to sue 
over noise or other airport 
complaints — in exchange for a 
zone change.

The cross-accusations came 
about after a Feb. 16 statement 
by Airport Authority Chairman 
Rob Hancik at a City Council 
meeting.

At that meeting, Hancik told 
the City Council that contrary 
to the city lawyer’s opinion, 
Hancik believes the city could 
include the aviation easement 
in its deliberations over a 
requested zone change.

The developer, Jones Loop 
Road LLC, needs to change 
the zoning from commercial to 
zoning to build 240 apartments 
under the flight path of  one of  
the airport’s two runways. The 
zone change request is sched-
uled for a council meeting on 
March 16.

“The burden is upon an 
airport to negotiate with a 
private property owner for 
the purchase of  an ‘avigation’ 

easement, not upon a local 
government to extort the same 
in return for development ap-
proval,” Kuharski said, reading 
the lawyer’s statement.

He added that an aviation 
easement requires the property 
to accept the rights of  the air-
port to create noise, vibrations, 
fumes, dust, fuel particles, fear 
and interference with sleep. 
Other definitions of  an aviation 
easement note that the proper-
ty owner gives up the right to 
sue for these damages.

Oliver said that this is equiv-
alent to a government taking a 
property by eminent domain, 
which requires compensation.

“I’m opposed to eminent 
domain, and this board needs 
to have discussions about it 
without staff and the chair 
taking a position and making it 
seem as though we have voted 
on it and made a decision as a 
board,” she said.

“I share the city’s concerns 
that this is an unconstitutional 
taking to hold a development 
project hostage and not grant 

a requested zoning request 
unless they grant us this 
avigation easement,” she said. 
“Our chair does not have the 
authority ... our staff does not 
have the authority to make 
policy decisions.”

Protecting the airport from 
future lawsuits comes as the 
small, local operation faces 
major expansion pressure with 
the explosive population growth 
of  Florida, Southwest Florida 
in particular.

PGD, as it is known, has more 
expansion options currently 
than some larger airports, air-
port experts have said. Almost 
all its flights currently are with 
Allegiant Airlines.

Oliver noted the board on its 
agenda was asked to handle 
something as small as spending 
$16,000 for shades in the control 
tower, but they had not been 
informed of  something as 
substantial as negotiations on 
an aviation easement.

Airport Chief  Executive 
Officer James Parish objected 
to the suggestion the airport is 

demanding that the city or the 
developer include the aviation 
easement in deliberations.

“It’s a mischaracterization to 
say we’re holding them hos-
tage,” he said. “We simply sent 
a request to their attorney.... We 
absolutely never demanded, we 
requested the city incorporate 
this into their approval.”

Federal regulations require 
airports and local governments 
to protect the rights of  airspace 
around an airport, Parish said.

“It has been this board’s di-
rection for many years, and the 
state’s direction that entities 
such as the airport, the city 
and the county do whatever is 
necessary to protect airport 
uses,” he said.

Airport attorney Darol Carr 
said the city has notified the 
airport it will not include the 
aviation easement in its hearing 
on the zone change request.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

Airport, city fight over developer disruption
City of Punta 

Gorda won’t ask 
developer for 

easement

The Twelve Tribes’ worldwide
communities, which aim to em-
ulate the first-century Christian
church. Members live together, 
share possessions, eschew TV 
and drug use, and seek to create
a new society free of  the main-
stream’s moral failings.

Arcadia’s Yellow Deli began as 
a bakery, then slowly grew to fill 
the entire space with hand-hewn 
booths and tables, gazebos,
hand-painted murals, upended
bushel-basket lampshades,
yellow gingham curtains and 
macramé wall hangings — all
made by commune members.

The interior echoes with
strains of  mountain music and 
glows with warm yellowness. All 
Yellow Delis, from Australia to
Japan, share that rough-hewn, 
sunshiny look.

”When people ask us who 
our interior designer is, we tell 
them we have the same one 
Noah had,” Spriggs told the 
Chattanooga News-Free Press.

But it’s the cuisine that has
earned it 5-star reviews.

The bakery sells loaves of  its 
own Heritage sourdough, whole-
grain breads, muffins, banana
bread, sweet potato pound cake, 
cookies, scones and sweet rolls.

There’s all-day breakfast, 
homemade chili, exquisitely 
fresh salads, and of  course those 
really, really good sandwiches.
One of  their friendly staff might
even invite you to the big weekly 
dinner at home on W. Oak 
Street.

“All are welcome,” one server 
said, beaming. “We often have
fresh salmon from one of  our 
Northwest communities, but last
week we had enchiladas.”

The Yellow Deli ($, O), 863-884-
1212, 22 N. Polk Avenue, is open 
noon to 8 p.m. Sunday, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Monday to Thursday and 
to 3 p.m. Friday.

ROSÉ CAFÉ, MAKING ARCADIA
SWEETER

It’s no accident that two 
Arcadian bakers are DeSoto
High grads who returned to 
their roots to start businesses.

On her website, Jesi Cline
writes: “My favorite thing to 
do is cook for loved ones and
see the happiness of  gathering
around a great meal.”

A decade ago, she earned a 
full culinary degree but always 
gravitated toward pastry chef
jobs.

In 2018 she returned home 
and opened Batter Up Bakery, 
doing custom cakes and catering 

out of  a little café on N. DeSoto 
Avenue. When COVID killed off
events, Cline pivoted into the full
breakfast/brunch/lunch/sweets 
shop that is today’s Rosé Café.

Its carefree menu has baked 
goods, salads, flatbreads,
sandwiches and charcuterie, in
clever categories like “All You
Need Is Lunch” and “I Guess 
We Should Feed the Kids,” 
along with brunchy beverages 
like rosé spritzer and the 
perfectly Arcadian Beermosa 
— Woodchuck Hard Cider and 
Joshua Citrus orange juice.

Rosé Café ($-$$, O), 863-993-
0111, 12 N. DeSoto Avenue, is 
open 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday 
to Friday and from 9 a.m.
Saturday.

MYSHELLY’S KITCHEN
Myshelly’s Kitchen, at the 

corner of  W. Oak Street, is a
good first stop on antiques row.

Chef-owner Michelle Miller, 
another DeSoto High grad, 
returned to her hometown and
purchased the 1906 building,
also in 2018.

Its whole interior pays hom-
age to antiques. A 5,000-piece
set of  Desert Rose Franciscan 
earthenware sees use every day
in a dining room where Betty
Boop poses in golfing garb next 
to a vintage Coca-Cola sign.

Myshelly’s Kitchen (a play 
on Michelle’s name) uses fresh 
ingredients in all kinds of  soups,
salads and sandwiches from
Monte Cristo to Rachel. Beyond 
the 4 S’s, there are seafood 
entrées and vegan dishes like
frittatas and plant-based chorizo 
bake.

And of  course there are fresh
baked goods every day — tarts,
muffins, turnovers, croissants 
and cheesecake from cotton
candy to Almond Joy.

Myshelly’s Kitchen ($$, O),
863-993-5030, 15 W. Oak Street,
is open daily 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
until Easter. After Easter, closed
Mondays.

HELEN COOKE COOKS AGAIN
After South Devon-born Helen 

Cooke bought Mary Margaret’s
Tea & Biscuit (again, in 2018), 
her British parents slid so seam-
lessly into roles as costumed 
greeters that some patrons 
thought nothing had changed 
about the tea room. Dressed
in Victorian garb, her dad was
often mistaken for original 
co-owner Dennis Tyson.

The menu stayed the same, 
too. There were English scones,
sausage rolls, Cornish pasties,
Bakewell tarts and English 
trifle. A three-tiered high-tea
extravaganza remained, along

with a menu of  tasty soups,
salads and sandwiches.

Last summer, new owners
added a neon beer sign and 
nudged the menu into the
cheeseburger realm of  eateries
like Wheeler’s Café and Oak
Street Deli.

“You can only eat so much 
quiche,” they claimed, then
neglected to pay for so much as
a slice.

The good news? Helen Cooke
is owner again, once more
flavoring Mary Margaret’s with
a British accent.

Mary Margaret’s Tea & Biscuit 
($-$$, O), 863-494-0615, 10 S. Polk
Avenue, Arcadia, is open 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Monday, to 3 p.m.
Tuesday, to 4 p.m. Wednesday 
and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.

Send restaurant and bar news 
and recommendations to colum-
nist Sue Wade at suewade47@
aol.com.

Average price ranges are $ =
inexpensive (under $10), $$ = 
moderate ($11-$30), and $$$ =
pricey (over $30), including tip
and beverage. Outside seating
available = O.

SUE
FROM PAGE 1C

SUN PHOTOS BY SUE WADE

The Yellow Deli is as well known for its friendly service as for its Heritage breads.

Helen Cooke owns Mary Margaret’s Tea & Biscuit again.

OLIVER
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 9, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject EHC TAKES OFF WITH SIX NEW PROJECTS FOR 2022   
 

 
 

NEWS 
 
EHC TAKES OFF WITH SIX NEW PROJECTS FOR 2022   
 
EHC, a construction company that provides pre-construction, earthwork and infrastructure services, 
has announced six new projects. The work includes the development of AC Marriott of Naples and 
Naples Square Commercial, Punta Gorda Airport, Venice Airport, the third phase of Central Avenue, 
and the enhancement of roadway safety along CR833, CR835 and CR846. Established in 
1990, EHC is based in Fort Myers. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  

HONOR FLIGHT

Southwest Florida 
Honor Flight is a 501©3 
nonprofit organization. 
We are the local hub 
serving six counties: 
Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Hardee, Hendry, 
Highlands and Sarasota.

Honor flight is a 
national nonprofit in 
every state. We were 
founded in 2007 and have 
flown over 1,800 veterans 
to Washington, D.C., to 
visit the monuments in 
their honor.

Each charter flight is a 
one-day event. Veterans 
are assigned a guardian, 
who is there to help them 
on the flight and around 
D.C. for the entire day. 
Breakfast, boxed lunch 
and dinner are provided 
by us. We have motor 
coaches meet us at the 
airport and drive us to the 
numerous monuments, 
such as WWII Memorial, 
Korean War Memorial, 
Lincoln Memorial, 
Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, Arlington 
National Cemetery, 
Women in Military 
Service for America 
Memorial, US Marine 
Corps Memorial and the 
Air Force Memorial.

Guardians have a fee 
of  $550, which helps 
to fund the trip for the 
veterans, who fly free. 
The Southwest Florida 
hub does multiple 

fundraisers throughout 
the year to raise money 
for the charter flight. 
When we return the 
night of  the flight, we 
want members of  the 
community to greet our 
veterans at the airport 
waving Unites States 
flags. We are flying from 
Punta Gorda airport this 
year on May 14.

We have applications 
on our website for 
veterans and guardians 
to fill out for future 
flights at swflhonorflight.
org. Veterans are chosen 
by age and health 
conditions that may not 
allow them to fly on a 
future flight. Veterans 
from all eras are 
welcome, however.

All of  our committee 
members are volunteers. 
We have no paid 
employees. 100% of  
donations goes to our 
Honor Flight hub. Please 
check our website for 
our fundraisers. We 
cannot operate without 
volunteers. We welcome 
people to come to our 
monthly meeting at 

American Legion Post 
110, located at 3152 
Harbor Blvd., Port 
Charlotte, the fourth 
Thursday of  each month. 
Monetary donations can 
be sent to: SWFL Honor 
Flight, PO Box 495065, 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949.

Southwest Florida Honor 
Flight takes veterans  

to war memorials

SUN FILE PHOTO

The Southwest Florida Honor Flight group poses for a photo May 4, 2019 at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

Nonprofit 
Spotlight
New residents are 

moving to Southwest 

Florida and looking 

for ways to help the 

community. If you 

want your nonprofit 

featured in an 

upcoming Nonprofit 

Spotlight, email 500 

words about what your 

agency does in the 

community and how 

people can volunteer 

and/or donate. Send 

the Nonprofit Spotlight 

to newstips@yoursun.

com.

A photo or two can be 

included in the email 

as jpgs. Please include 

the first and last names 

of those in the photos.

HONOR FLIGHT
For more information 

about Southwest 

Florida Honor Flight, 

visit swflhonorflight.

org.

NONPROFIT

 SPOTLIGHT

Eric Johnson 
L.F.D.

Micah Botts 
L.F.D.

Carolyn Johnson 
U.S.M.C.

941-833-0600
www.JohnsonTaylorFuneral.com

1515 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

• Offering Cremation & Traditional Burial Services

• Northern Burials

• Veteran Services

ad
no=

3790512-1
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Babcock Ranch

7

1. Publix, Fort Myers Shores 5.8 miles

2. North Fort Myers 7 miles

3. Downtown Fort Myers 13 miles

4. Edison Mall 18.5 miles

5. Punta Gorda Airport 24.4 miles

6. RSW 24.5 miles

7. Downtown Punta Gorda 28 miles

DRIVING DISTANCES FROM BABCOCK RANCH

42850 Crescent Loop, Punta Gorda, FL 33982  I  Phone: (941) 467-1485

OPEN DA ILY  FROM  6 :30  AM – 5  PM
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Featured Events
Ukrainian Food - Take Out
Delicious homemade Pierogi, Cabbage Rolls, Borsch 

and Kielbasa available for takeout every Friday from 

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Hall, 1078 N. Biscayne Dr., North Port (corner of N. 

Biscayne and Price.) 941-423-2427. 

Charlotte County Republican Club 
Monthly Mixer
Meets on Monday Mar. 14 at Beef ‘0’ Brady’s, 1105 

Taylor St., Punta Gorda from 5:00 to 6:30+. $10pp 

includes appetizers-tea-soft drinks and a cash bar with 

happy hour prices. Join the Club Board and members 

in a casual setting. This month a discussion of Punta 

Gorda Airport activities and issues. As usual all elected 

Republican officials and candidates are invited.

THE CHARLOTTE CHORALE PRESENTS 
“AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL”
The Charlotte Chorale invites you to experience the 

grandeur of America’s natural wonders and the spirit 

of freedom they inspire at its America the Beautiful 

concert on Saturday, March 12th at 4pm at Burnt Store 

Presbyterian Church, located at 11330 Burnt Store Rd, 

Punta Gorda, FL 33955. Tickets: Adults: $25; Students: 

$10. For tickets, call 941-204-0033. Website: www.

charlottechorale.com

Gulf Cove Spring Car Show
Sat., March 12, 2022, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., (Rain Date 

3/13/2022) hosted by Florida West Coast Car Club, 

sponsored by Burtch Team at Century 21 Sunbelt 

Realty. Car show at 5149 Norlander Drive, Pt. Charlotte, 

FL 33981 on the Myakka River.  Car entry fee $5.00, 

trophies, 50/50, prize raffles, food vendor available. 

Proceeds benefit the Property Owners of Gulf Cove 

Park Funds. More information at 631-599-3467.

PUNTA GORDA GARDEN CLUB TO HOST 
FLOWER SHOW
Tuesday, March 22, 2022, 1-3 pm, Isles Yacht Club, 

1780 W. Marion Ave, Punta Gorda. A Standard Flower 

Show titled “Those Were the Days” featuring fabulous, 

original floral designs, a lush variety of horticulture 

grown by club members, botanical arts and crafts, and 

educational exhibits. Admission is free, open to the 

public. Enjoy a lovely afternoon of beauty.

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

How to list a Featured Event
To have your event listed in our “Featured 

Events” box, send your wording and your contact 

information to Calendar@YourSun.com at least 

two business days before you want it published or 

call 941-206-1212 for more information. The cost is 

$15 for one day or $12/day for multiple days and 

can have no more than 75 words.
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By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — 
The parents of  Brian 
Laundrie knew he had
killed his fiance, helped
cover his tracks, possibly 
arranging for him to leave
the country, Gabrielle 
“Gabby” Petito’s parents
allege.

Details in Friday’s
filing of  a civil suit, if
proven true, would show
intent by Roberta and 

Christopher Laundrie 
to shield their son from
the consequences of  
killing Petito, according
to wording in a six-page 
document.

Perhaps most damaging 
is the allegation that, as 
Joseph Petito and Nichole 
Schmidt sought contact
with their daughter, 
Roberta Laundrie blocked
cellphone calls and text 
messages.

Access to the Laundries 
through social media was 

blocked as well “with full 
knowledge that Gabrielle 
Petito had been murdered
by their son.”

At the time,
Christopher and Roberta 
Laundrie, through their 
attorney, issued a state-
ment wishing that family
success in finding their 
daughter, according to 
the filing.

Laundrie’s parents, 
in disguising their son’s

Petitos sue Laundries over Gabby’s death
Joseph Petito, father 
of Gabby Petito, 
speaks during a news 
conference, Sept. 28,
2021, in Bohemia, N.Y. In 
a lawsuit filed Thursday
in Florida, the parents 
of Gabby Petito claim 
that Brian Laundrie told 
his parents he had killed 
her when he returned 
home alone from their 
ill-fated western trip in a 
converted van.
AP FILE PHOTO/JOHN MINCHILLO

By CRAIG GARRETT
STAFF WRITER

WELLEN PARK — A large alligator
grabbed a 50-pound dog, dragging it under-
water at the State College of  Florida Venice
campus, wildlife officials confirmed Friday.

Trappers were summoned to capture a
large alligator.

The Wednesday 
evening attack at
a large pond killed 
the large pitbull,
a spokesperson
with the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife
Conservation 
Commission said. 
The owner was 
not injured. The 
dog was not on a
leash, the FWC
said.

A spokesperson for the university was not
available for comment.

The pond, known as Jervey Lake, is
several acres surrounded by a paved walking
path.

It happened at about 7:45 p.m. That area 
is near West Villages Parkway and Wellen
Park, which includes CoolToday Park, the
spring training complex for the Atlanta
Braves.

“At this time, the dog has not yet been
located, and we are contacting the property 
managing authority to determine the best 
course of  action regarding the alligator,” 
Adam Brown, FWC spokesperson said.

Serious injuries caused by alligators are 
rare in Florida, according to reports. The 
FWC administers a Statewide Nuisance
Alligator Program, or SNAP, to address
complaints concerning specific alligators
believed to pose a threat to people, pets or
property, Brown said.

Those with concerns about an alligator
should call FWC’s Nuisance Alligator
Hotline, 866-392-4286.

The FWC also works to keep Floridians 
and visitors informed, including providing
advice at its Living with Alligators and
Crocodiles website.

Gator kills 
dog at SCF

Trapper summoned; wildlife 

authorities warn pet owners

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Trappers were called to capture an alligator 
at the State College of Florida-Venice 
campus in Wellen Park, near North Port.

KEEP PETS SAFE
Dogs and cats are 

similar in size to 

the natural prey of 

alligators. Do not 

allow pets to swim,

exercise or drink in or 

near bodies of water. 

Keep pets on a short 

leash and away from 

the water.

By DAVID KLEPPER  
and ANGELO FICHERA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russia’s baseless claims about
secret American biological warfare
labs in Ukraine are taking root
in the U.S. too, uniting COVID-19
conspiracy theorists, QAnon
adherents and some supporters of  
ex-President Donald Trump.

Despite rebuttals from indepen-
dent scientists, Ukrainian leaders
and officials at the White House
and Pentagon, the online popu-
larity of  the claims suggests some 

Americans are willing to trust 
Kremlin propaganda over the U.S.
media and government.

Like any effective conspiracy
theory, the Russian claim relies on 
some truths: Ukraine does main-
tain a network of  biological labs
dedicated to research into patho-
gens, and those labs have received
funding and research support from
the U.S.

But the labs are owned and
operated by Ukraine, and the work
is not secret. It’s part of  an initia-
tive called the Biological Threat 
Reduction Program that aims to

reduce the likelihood of  deadly out-
breaks, whether natural or man-
made. The U.S. efforts date back to 
work in the 1990s to dismantle the 
former Soviet Union’s program for
weapons of  mass destruction.

“The labs are not secret,” said
Filippa Lentzos, a senior lecturer 
in science and international
security at King’s College London, 
in an email to the Associated
Press. “They are not being used in
relation to bioweapons. This is all 
disinformation.”

Russia’s bioweapon conspiracy theory finds support in US

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
impact of  the Russia-
Ukraine conflict on 
jet fuel prices remains 
unclear for now, Punta 
Gorda Airport officials 
say.

There are concerns 
the conflict could cause 
fuel price hikes similar to 
what motorists are seeing 
at the pump.

“Since the big price 
jump just happened, we 
have not yet seen how 
it has affected private 
travel or our revenues,” 
airport spokesperson 
Kaley Miller said. “We are 
monitoring the situation 
and hoping it does not 

dampen travel plans too 
much.”

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority — the 
board overseeing Punta 
Gorda Airport — has the 
sole rights to sell fuel at 
the airport, Miller said.

Airport staff fuels all 
the commercial airlines, 
jets and aircraft that use 

“Jet A” fuel. Smaller air-
craft using “Avgas 100LL” 
can be fueled by airport 
staff, as well, or use a 
self-service fuel station to 
save money.

Recent jet fuel prices 
appear to be on a slight 
rise, Miller said.

Full service Avgas 
was $5.85 last week and 
rose to $6.30 this week, 
while self-service Avgas 
jumped from $4.85 to 
$5.30. Full service Jet A 
fuel rose from $5.45  

UP IN THE AIR

Punta Gorda Airport: Invasion’s impact on jet fuel unclear for now

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Bailey Terminal at the Punta Gorda Airport

SEE SUE, 8A

HONS VIA AP

This multispectral satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies shows buildings and fuel storage tanks 
on fire Friday at Antonov Airport, during the Russian invasion, in Hostomel, Ukraine. For the latest on the 
war in Ukraine, see page 4A.

WAR IN UKRAINE

INSIDE
Ride share drivers say 

they’ll soon quit over 

high gas prices

See page 8A

Truck drivers struggle 

with high diesel prices

See page 8A

SEE THEORY, 4A

SEE AIRPORT, 8A
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

While anyone driving a ve-
hicle is feeling the pinch at the
pumps, those who earn a living
driving diesel-guzzling trucks
are getting especially hit hard.

Diesel fuel costs double what
it did a year ago.

At a Punta Gorda truck stop, 
Ever Pena was filling up his
flatbed truck. He gets less than 
7 miles to a gallon, he said.

This day, he was spending
$1,000 on fuel which cost $5.39 a 
gallon at his station.

As the owner of  the Lee 
County-based company, Pena
must absorb the cost of  fuel, he 
said.

Inside the convenience store
at a Charlotte County truck
stop, Benny Argota said he was
driving for Easy Express and 
that the cost of  fuel didn’t affect

him, but it did impact his boss.
Don Garner, owner and 

CEO of  Suncoast Trucking 
Academy in 
Punta Gorda, 
said the industry 
is feeling the 
impact of  oil 
prices.

“You bet we 
feel it,” he said.

The biggest 
impact has 
been felt among 

“independent drivers who are 
making a marginal living,” 

Garner said.
Suncoast Trucking has eight 

trucks that are filled more 
than once a week, Garner said. 
Each holds 150 to 200 gallons of  
diesel and gets 4 to 5 miles per 
gallon. “At $5 a gallon, do the 
math.”

New truckers usually work 
for companies, so it would not 
impact them as much as it 
would independent truckers, 
he said.

To help the situation, Garner 
said the U.S. should “use oil 
supplies here.” Garner said the 

amount of  crude oil released 
from the Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve “wasn’t enough to 
meet demand.”

Garner said semi trucks 
have not been converted to 
“green energy” the Biden 
administration is pushing — 
and the technology will be 
expensive once available.

“Many drivers owning their 
own rigs wouldn’t be able to 
afford them anyway,” he said.

Truck drivers struggle with high diesel prices
Cost has doubled in 

a year, mostly since 

the war in Ukraine

By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
staging lot where Uber and Lyft 
drivers wait for rides at Punta 
Gorda Airport was empty.

Usually, it is bustling with 
drivers coming and going.

Eventually, Yarai Reyes 
rolled in, driving a large SUV.

“I paid $63 for gas 20 minutes 
ago,” she said. “In 2021, I was 
paying around $2.20 a gallon.”

On Friday, low fuel prices 
were at $4.15 per gallon in the 
region, with most gas pumps in 
DeSoto, Charlotte and Sarasota 
counties floating between $4.29 
and $4.39 per gallon.

In the wake of  Russia’s in-
vasion of  Ukraine, the average 
cost of  gasoline skyrocketed, 
according to AAA Auto Club.

Reyes said although gasoline 
prices have gone up, Uber and 
Lyft have not raised drivers’ 
rates. She’s wondering how 
high prices can go before 
she can’t afford to do her job 
anymore.

“Uber takes more than 50%,” 
she said.

Lyft’s percentage is similar, 

she said.
Like most ride share drivers, 

Reyes drives for both. The first 
“ping” she gets on her phone, 
indicating she’s been summoned 
to pick up a rider, is the one she 
takes. That way, her odds of  
getting a customer are doubled.

Reyes, who lives in Cape 
Coral, brought a rider to 
Charlotte County. But Uber and 
Lyft don’t compensate drivers 
who must return to their home 
base, so drivers usually wait 

around in the area of  their last 
drop off and hope for a ride 
close to their home.

“I’m not going to be doing 
this much longer. I’m looking 
for another type of  work,” 
Reyes said. “I’m making half  of  
what I used to make.”

About a half-hour later, Gary 
Atkinson drove into the staging 
area.

“I really don’t know what 
to do right now,” he said. “I’m 
quitting after this week.”

Like Reyes, Atkinson 
drives for both Uber and Lyft. 
Atkinson drives a large SUV 
which is considered luxury 
class, and a ride in a vehicle 
like his costs the rider more 
money.

“I just paid $70 for gasoline,” 
he said, adding he brought a 
rider from Fort Myers, where 
he lives, up to Port Charlotte. 
“Now I must wait for a ride that 
hopefully will bring me closer 
to home.”

On some recent rides 
Atkinson “broke even,” he said, 
due to the cost of  fuel and not 
getting a ride back toward his 
home base.

In some instances, there are 
no rides that would take him 
closer to home, and he must 
return with no passenger, 
meaning some trips do not yield 
a profit.

Uber did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Lyft spokesperson CJ 
Macklin emailed a statement.

“We care deeply about the 
driver experience and we’ve 
taken concrete steps to help, 
given rising gas prices,” 
Macklin stated. “Our invest-
ments in programs like our 
GetUpside partnership and 
the Lyft Direct cash back debit 
card are designed to directly 
save drivers money at the 
pump. We’ll continue to explore 
other ways to help the driver 
community.”

John Graves said he drives 
three days a week and tries to 
earn $200 in that time.

“It wasn’t bad until the gas 
shot so high,” Graves said.

The Punta Gorda resident 
said he’s had to turn down $5 
trips “which is what my gas 
would cost.”

“If  I don’t see a ride by 12:30 
today, I’m going back home; 
this week’s been pretty bad.”

‘I’m making half of what I used to make’
Ride share drivers 

say they’ll soon quit 

over high gas prices

SUN PHOTOS BY NANCY J. SEMON

Gary Atkinson waited for a rider headed to 
Lee County, where he lives, so his trip to Port 
Charlotte wasn’t a waste. He said for some 
rides he “breaks even” because of the high 
cost of gasoline.

Yarai Reyes sat for about an hour and she still 
had not gotten a fare from Lyft or Uber at Punta 
Gorda Airport.

involvement, according 
to the lawsuit, “exhibited 
extreme and outrageous 
conduct which consti-
tutes behavior, under the 
circumstances, which 
goes beyond all possible 
bounds of  decency and 
is regarded as shocking, 
atrocious and utterly
intolerable in a civilized 
community.”

The suit asks the 
Laundries, Christopher 
and Roberta, to pay more 
than $100,000 in damages.

“Christoper Laundrie 
and Roberta Laundrie 
knew of  the mental 
suffering and anguish 
of  Joseph Petito and 
Nichole Schmidt, and 
knew that they could 
alleviate, at least in part, 
such mental suffering 
and anguish by disclosing 
what they knew about 
the well-being and the 
location of  the remains 
of  Gabrielle Petito, yet 
they repeatedly refused 
to do so. In doing so, 
Christoper Laundrie and 
Roberta Laundrie acted 
with malice or great 
indifference to the rights 
of  Joseph Petito and 
Nichole Schmidt.

“Christoper Laundrie 
and Roberta Laundrie 

exhibited extreme and 
outrageous conduct 
which constitutes 
behavior, under the 
circumstances, which 
goes beyond all possible 
bounds of  decency and 
is regarded as shocking, 
atrocious and utterly
intolerable in a civilized 
community,” the lawsuit 
states.

Brian Laundrie and 
Gabrielle Petito had been 
living in Christopher 
and Roberta Laundries’ 
North Port home before 
they left on a trip in 
Gabrielle’s Ford Transit 
van in the summer of
2021.

In September, Brian 
Laundrie returned to 
North Port alone in 
her van, which police 
impounded early in their 
investigation.

After an extensive 
search of  the areas they 
visited, investigators 
found Gabrielle Petito’s 
body in a Wyoming 
National Park. She was 
beaten and strangled 

by someone facing her, 
her body left in the 
wilderness.

Police continued 
to track down leads 
and search for Brian 
Laundrie in several 
places, including 
Mayakkahatchee Creek 
Environmental Park in 
North Port and the ad-
jacent T. Mabry Carlton 
Preserve in South 
Sarasota County.

A month later, Chris 
and Roberta Laundrie 
pointed police to an area 
near the search area 
where they thought 
Brian may be. The area 
had been submerged in 
water when police had 
originally searched it.

Officers found his 
decomposed body, along 
with a pistol, a backpack, 
a notebook and other 
personal items.

Brian Laundrie shot 
himself, according to an 
autopsy, within days of  
his disappearance. His 
bones were scattered by
dogs or coyotes in the 

ensuing weeks before his 
remains were found.

When they first be-
lieved their daughter was 
missing, Petito’s parents 

said they tried to call the 
Laundries, but their calls 
went unanswered.

When questioned at
their home in the early 

days of  the case, the 
Laundries directed North 
Port Police to their attor-
ney in New York City.

SUE
FROM PAGE 1A

to $5.90 in a week.
The Airport Authority

purchases PGD aviation 
fuel from Titan Aviation
Fuels.

Each Monday, Titan
Aviation tells the airport 
the available quantity and 
prices of  fuels.

“Once we get new
fuel inventory at higher
price, we have to adjust 
our prices accordingly,”
Miller said.

She added the two
commercial airlines 

operating at PGD — Sun 
Country and Allegiant 
Air — both purchase their 
own fuel in bulk and store
it onsite at the airport’s 
“fuel farm.”

“Airport staff charges 
the airlines 3 cents per
gallon for trucking it out
to the ramp, hooking it up
to the plane and fueling,” 
Miller said.

Allegiant spokesperson
Rachel Christiansen said
they expect the price 
of  oil to “certainly be a
challenge for all.”

“While we do expect
an impact, it’s difficult 
to pinpoint exactly what
that might be since the

situation is changing 
rapidly,” Christiansen
said. “Allegiant is com-
mitted to making leisure
travel affordable for our 
customers.”

Allegiant representa-
tive Sonya Padgett said 
their business model is
designed to be flexible so
the company can respond 
to changes in demand and 
other market conditions.

“We remain mindful 
of  that during times like 
this, so when fuel prices 
rise, we make market
adjustments instead of  
increasing fares,” Padgett 
said. “That means if  we
usually fly a route five

days a week, we may
reduce it to four days...
This allows us to continue
offering our customers 
affordable options for
their vacation travel with 
minimal disruption to 
their plans, while also 
reducing the amount of
fuel we use.”

Dana Carr, executive
vice president of  Air 
Trek, a private aircraft
charter company that 
operates out of  Punta 
Gorda Airport, said they 
won’t be surprised if  the 
conflict affects the price 
of  jet fuel.

“Certainly the Russia-
Ukraine conflict could 

have an impact,” Carr 
said. “It’s a daily basis
that we check fuel prices 
for every flight.”

Carr said fuel prices 
were already rising prior 
to the invasion.

“We’ve seen a 40% 
increase in fuel since last
fall,” he said. “Jet fuel a
year ago, we were paying
average $2 a gallon and 
now average $4 to $5. I see 
it going up steadily.”

On Tuesday, President
Joe Biden banned the
import of  Russian oil,
coal and gas in response
to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Carr hopes the ban will 

help ease fuel price jumps 
but he remains somewhat
skeptical.

“Hopefully, part of  the 
ban will open up domestic 
sources and give us relief
on that,” Carr said. “But 
we will see how politics
plays on that.”

Punta Gorda Airport’s 
aviation fuel prices 
are updated weekly 
at FlyPGD.com/
General-Aviation/
Aviation-Fuel-Prices.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A

“Christoper Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie exhibited extreme and outrageous conduct which 
constitutes behavior, under the circumstances, which goes beyone all possible bounds of decency

and is regarded as shocking, atrocious and utterly intolerable in a civilized community.”
Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt

statement in a lawsuit against Christoper Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie

INSTAGRAM PHOTO

Brian Laundrie was the boyfriend of Gabby Petito.

GARNER

Alexandria
Highlight



PAGE 8A SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022    The Daily Sun  |  www.yoursun.com

involvement, according 
to the lawsuit, “exhibited 
extreme and outrageous 
conduct which consti-
tutes behavior, under the 
circumstances, which 
goes beyond all possible 
bounds of  decency and 
is regarded as shocking, 
atrocious and utterly 
intolerable in a civilized 
community.”

The suit asks the 
Laundries, Christopher 
and Roberta, to pay more 
than $100,000 in damages. 

“Christoper Laundrie 
and Roberta Laundrie 
knew of  the mental 
suffering and anguish 
of  Joseph Petito and 
Nichole Schmidt, and 
knew that they could 
alleviate, at least in part, 
such mental suffering 
and anguish by disclosing 
what they knew about 
the well-being and the 
location of  the remains 
of  Gabrielle Petito, yet 
they repeatedly refused 
to do so. In doing so, 
Christoper Laundrie and 
Roberta Laundrie acted 
with malice or great 
indifference to the rights 
of  Joseph Petito and 
Nichole Schmidt.

“Christoper Laundrie 
and Roberta Laundrie 

exhibited extreme and 
outrageous conduct 
which constitutes 
behavior, under the 
circumstances, which 
goes beyond all possible 
bounds of  decency and 
is regarded as shocking, 
atrocious and utterly 
intolerable in a civilized 
community,” the lawsuit 
states.

Brian Laundrie and 
Gabrielle Petito had been 
living in Christopher 
and Roberta Laundries’ 
North Port home before 
they left on a trip in 
Gabrielle’s Ford Transit 
van in the summer of  
2021.

In September, Brian 
Laundrie returned to 
North Port alone in 
her van, which police 
impounded early in their 
investigation.

After an extensive 
search of  the areas they 
visited, investigators 
found Gabrielle Petito’s 
body in a Wyoming 
National Park. She was 
beaten and strangled 

by someone facing her, 
her body left in the 
wilderness.

Police continued 
to track down leads 
and search for Brian 
Laundrie in several 
places, including 
Mayakkahatchee Creek 
Environmental Park in 
North Port and the ad-
jacent T. Mabry Carlton 
Preserve in South 
Sarasota County.

A month later, Chris 
and Roberta Laundrie 
pointed police to an area 
near the search area 
where they thought 
Brian may be. The area 
had been submerged in 
water when police had 
originally searched it.

Officers found his 
decomposed body, along 
with a pistol, a backpack, 
a notebook and other 
personal items.

Brian Laundrie shot 
himself, according to an 
autopsy, within days of  
his disappearance. His 
bones were scattered by 
dogs or coyotes in the 

ensuing weeks before his 
remains were found.

When they first be-
lieved their daughter was 
missing, Petito’s parents 

said they tried to call the 
Laundries, but their calls 
went unanswered.

When questioned at 
their home in the early 

days of  the case, the 
Laundries directed North 
Port Police to their attor-
ney in New York City.

SUE
FROM PAGE 1A

to $5.90 in a week.
The Airport Authority 

purchases PGD aviation 
fuel from Titan Aviation 
Fuels.

Each Monday, Titan 
Aviation tells the airport 
the available quantity and 
prices of  fuels.

“Once we get new 
fuel inventory at higher 
price, we have to adjust 
our prices accordingly,” 
Miller said.

She added the two 
commercial airlines 

operating at PGD — Sun 
Country and Allegiant 
Air — both purchase their 
own fuel in bulk and store 
it onsite at the airport’s 
“fuel farm.”

“Airport staff charges 
the airlines 3 cents per 
gallon for trucking it out 
to the ramp, hooking it up 
to the plane and fueling,” 
Miller said.

Allegiant spokesperson 
Rachel Christiansen said 
they expect the price 
of  oil to “certainly be a 
challenge for all.”

“While we do expect 
an impact, it’s difficult 
to pinpoint exactly what 
that might be since the 

situation is changing 
rapidly,” Christiansen 
said. “Allegiant is com-
mitted to making leisure 
travel affordable for our 
customers.”

Allegiant representa-
tive Sonya Padgett said 
their business model is 
designed to be flexible so 
the company can respond 
to changes in demand and 
other market conditions.

“We remain mindful 
of  that during times like 
this, so when fuel prices 
rise, we make market 
adjustments instead of  
increasing fares,” Padgett 
said. “That means if  we 
usually fly a route five 

days a week, we may 
reduce it to four days...
This allows us to continue 
offering our customers 
affordable options for 
their vacation travel with 
minimal disruption to 
their plans, while also 
reducing the amount of  
fuel we use.”

Dana Carr, executive 
vice president of  Air 
Trek, a private aircraft 
charter company that 
operates out of  Punta 
Gorda Airport, said they 
won’t be surprised if  the 
conflict affects the price 
of  jet fuel.

“Certainly the Russia-
Ukraine conflict could 

have an impact,” Carr 
said. “It’s a daily basis 
that we check fuel prices 
for every flight.”

Carr said fuel prices 
were already rising prior 
to the invasion.

“We’ve seen a 40% 
increase in fuel since last 
fall,” he said. “Jet fuel a 
year ago, we were paying 
average $2 a gallon and 
now average $4 to $5. I see 
it going up steadily.”

On Tuesday, President 
Joe Biden banned the 
import of  Russian oil, 
coal and gas in response 
to Russia’s invasion of  
Ukraine.

Carr hopes the ban will 

help ease fuel price jumps 
but he remains somewhat 
skeptical.

“Hopefully, part of  the 
ban will open up domestic 
sources and give us relief  
on that,” Carr said. “But 
we will see how politics 
plays on that.”

Punta Gorda Airport’s 
aviation fuel prices 
are updated weekly 
at FlyPGD.com/
General-Aviation/
Aviation-Fuel-Prices.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
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“Christoper Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie exhibited extreme and outrageous conduct which 
constitutes behavior, under the circumstances, which goes beyone all possible bounds of decency 

and is regarded as shocking, atrocious and utterly intolerable in a civilized community.”
Joseph Petito and Nichole Schmidt

statement in a lawsuit against Christoper Laundrie and Roberta Laundrie

INSTAGRAM PHOTO

Brian Laundrie was the boyfriend of Gabby Petito.
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EHC, a construction company that
provides pre-construction, earthwork,
and infrastructure services, an-
nounces six new projects: The devel-
opment of the AC Marriott of Naples,
Punta Gorda Airport, Venice Airport,
the development of Naples Square
Commercial, the third phase of Central
Avenue, and the enhancement of
roadway safety along CR833, CR835,
and CR846.

EHC has remained tremendously
busy throughout 2021 by continuing to
work on a variety of projects. As the
site construction company has en-
tered the new year of 2022, EHC is cur-
rently in the midst of working on high-
value projects with numerous existing
and new clients. 

AC Marriot Naples
EHC is undertaking the construc-

tion work on the new hotel site under
the direction of OTO Development. In
order to fulfi�ll the requirements of the
AC Marriott project in Naples, Florida,
EHC will be supplying sitework, ero-
sion control, fi�ll imports, soil remedia-
tion, underground utilities, storm
drainage, concrete curbing, and brick
pavers.

Venice Airport
For the Venice Airport project, EHC

has been contracted by Wright Con-
struction Group and responsible for
the clear & grub, earthwork, excava-
tion, embankment, subgrade and ba-
serock for the 2,450-foot extension to
Taxiway E. The work will involve plac-
ing approximately 2,800 tons of as-
phalt over 2,800 cubic yards of 
limerock, installing drainage struc-
tures, laying drainage pipes, and 
installing airfi�eld signage and
lighting.

Central Avenue (Phase III)
In conjunction with existing cus-

tomer, Ronto Group, EHC is providing
sitework, clear and grub, excavation
for the underdrain, sidewalk, court-
yard pavers, and fi�nishing the grading
for the Central Ave Phases III project.
Building construction is being con-
ducted at 1125 Central Avenue in Na-
ples, Florida.

Punta Gorda Airport – PGD Run-
way 4-22 Rehabilitation

EHC has been contracted by Wright
Construction to perform the clear &
grub, earthwork, excavation, embank-
ment, subgrade, and baserock for the
removal and replacement of Runway
4-22 at the Punta Gorda Airport for the
Charlotte County Airport Authority.
According to the Airport Authority,
“the runway was constructed in the
1940s and has endured decades of
takeoff�s and landings. Therefore, it is
necessary to remove and reconstruct
the center portion of the runway along
its entirety.” 

Naples Square Commercial
Naples Square is a prestigious dis-

trict of condominiums conveniently
located near downtown attractions. A
commercial component will be includ-
ed in the Naples Square project. EHC
was contracted by the Ronto Group to
perform the following services: site-
work, clear & grub, excavation for un-
derdrain, drainage, sanitary sewer,
potable water, fi�re lines, sidewalks,
pavers, and fi�nal grading. 

Safety Improvements (CR833,
CR835 & CR846)

Located in Labelle, Florida, EHC
was contracted to improve the safety
of CR833, CR835, and CR846 by Hen-
dry County. The scope of service also
entails mobilization, clear-and-grub,
grading, excavation, drainage pipe re-
moval, guardrail removal & installa-
tion, sign installation, riprap, embank-
ment, and stabilization.

For the latest happenings at EHC,
visit www.EHCconstruction.com,
contact (239) 592-0828, or connect
with EHC on LinkedIn.

ABOUT EHC, INC.
EHC, Inc. is a construction compa-

ny that provides pre-construction,
earthwork, and infrastructure ser-
vices. Established in 1990, EHC re-
mains committed to excellence from
pre-planning to project completion
through the latest technology, proven
processes, and an experienced team.
With a schedule-driven approach,
EHC delivers complete solutions tai-
lored to your needs.

For more information, visit
www.EHCconstruction.com. 

EHC takes
fl�ight with 
6 projects
set for 2022
Construction company
eyes variety of eff�orts

Walker Group
Special to Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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Punta Gorda Airport 
and dealing with noise
Editor:

Most people don’t like airplane 
noise disturbing their quiet time. 
Punta Gorda City Council can take 
action to keep it from getting worse, 
in some areas.

They are poised to approve/
disapprove a request by developers 
to a zoning change from 
Commercial to predominantly 
Residential on Jones Loop road and 
U.S. 41, Aldi’s area.

This area will be directly in the 
path of  departing and arriving 
planes of  our airport, and will 
create major noise complaints, and 
subsequent expensive lawsuits. At 
this time the primary runway is 
closed for a year. Many good people 
will have made significant deposits, 
only to discover the noise when 
the runway opens a year from now, 
when it may be too late.

Residential encroachment around 
airports has caused considerable 
damage all over our country. Naples 
airport has not had a commercial 
airline service for over 15 years. 
City officials attempted to place too 
many restrictions on commercial 
flights to satisfy noise complaints, 
so the airlines moved to Fort Myers.

We read about this in the Daily 
Sun, called our elected officials, who 
then surprised the airport manager 
with the news.

The airport manager made the 
city aware of  Avigation Easements. 
Airport officials are working 
with the developers. Avigation 
Easements basically restrict future 
lawsuits. Planes still fly.

Our city needs to ensure that all 
proposed developments complement 
our long-range plan, protect 
our way of  life and minimize 
future plane noise. Punta Gorda 
City Council should deny this 
request for a zoning change to any 
additional residential.

Jerry O’Halloran
Punta Gorda

Emily
Highlight



More planes fly over homes in Punta Gorda, but it is not for added routes. Construction at the airport 
sends those planes on different flight paths, frustrating people who live near the airport. More airplanes 
are flying over Ventura Lakes these days. The people who run the Punta Gorda Airport say they have no 
choice but to re-route traffic. They can no longer put off the reconstruction of one of the two runways. 

“This project’s important for the future of Punta Gorda Airport because this runway is about 80 years old, 
and it’s gone through a lot of wear and tear,” said Punta Gorda Airport Marketing and Communication 
Director Kaley Miller. She said the renovations would take at least a year. 



Judith Lanning lives in Ventura Lakes, just three miles away from the airport. “I do not mind the planes. I 
grew up with B-52s flying over my parents’ home. They would make so much noise and vibration that the 
pictures would rattle on the wall, so these are nothing compared to that,” said Lanning. 

Neighbor Kurt Bishoff is not happy about the increase in air traffic over his home. “The noise is pretty 
scary. Secondly, if a plane should have some type of a failure, I mean, there aren’t too many options 
except for to land right here. All it takes is one airplane to land on your house and that’s the end of that,” 
said Bishoff. 

The airport cannot limit when airlines take off and land, but the airport authority did work with Allegiant 
Airlines to swap out the noisy MD-80 aircraft for the quieter Airbus ones. 

The goal is to finish work on the runway by the end of the year. 

There will be no commercial airline traffic at Punta Gorda Airport from September 6th through 
September 12th for what the airport calls ‘necessary construction connections.’ 

If you want to know more about the runway upgrades at Punta Gorda Airport, you can click here. 

https://www.winknews.com/2022/03/16/neighborhoods-near-punta-gorda-airport-seeing-an-increase-in-planes-overhead/ 

https://www.flypgd.com/runway-updates/?fbclid=IwAR0ncezL3279hkigt_ooYffU1YS6bbwOzDa73U7xHKuMd6EOV3C3wOfpY3Y
https://www.winknews.com/2022/03/16/neighborhoods-near-punta-gorda-airport-seeing-an-increase-in-planes-overhead/


CHARLOTTE COUNTY, Fla. — Imagine jetliners flying over your backyard so low you can see the 
passengers inside. That’s the reality for people living in communities near the Punta Gorda airport. Major 
construction on one of their runways means commercial flights now have a new path over communities 
like Ventura Lakes.  

The roaring of a jetliner is not something you necessarily want to wake up to. But it’s something that’s 
becoming a regular alarm clock for residents like Ollie Niccols and Diane McGrath.  Runway 4-22, which 
was built in the 1940s, was closed in January for construction after the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority received more than $14.7 million in funding for the project. 

The center portion of the runway, which runs 7,193 feet long, is being removed and reconstructed and the 
rest of the runway is being resurfaced. 

“It’s really aggravating,” McGrath said. “They start about 6:30 in the morning.” 

Play the video below for a sample of the sound coming from the roar of an Allegiant Airlines Airbus A-

320. 

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2022/03/15/punta-gorda-airport-flight-paths-change-due-to-runway-construction 

https://www.flypgd.com/4-22-grant/
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2022/03/15/punta-gorda-airport-flight-paths-change-due-to-runway-construction
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By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A lawsuit against 
the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
and its medical contractor at the jail is 
on schedule to start jury selection on 
March 29.

Susan Szakalos first brought the
lawsuit against Sheriff Bill Prummell 
and Corizon Correctional Healthcare in 
2018, regarding the 2016 suicide of  her 
husband, David.

David Franklin Szakalos, 54, of
Englewood, was in custody at Charlotte

County Jail at the time of  
his death.

According to authorities, 
he jumped headfirst from
a second-story catwalk.

He was taken to the 
hospital and died a week
later.

Susan Szakalos alleges 
in her lawsuit that the

sheriff and other entities involved in
David’s custody were in the position to 
evaluate his mental state and should have 
taken better measures to prevent him
from harming himself.

Earlier this month, Szakalos’ attorney 
Oscar Syger filed a motion to strike
affirmative defenses based on “a non-
party’s alleged comparative negligence” 
— namely, testimony that David claimed
to not have thoughts of  suicide when
speaking to Corizon staff.

In the hearing on Wednesday, Circuit
Judge Geoffrey Gentile ruled that such 
a defense is allowed under Florida law. 
However, the defense could not argue 
that the way that David Szakalos jumped
led to his death.

Gentile and the attorneys for each side
also attempted to work out a schedule
for the appearance of  witnesses over the 
course of  the trial. Both sides agreed
that a number of  deputies — being called 
as witnesses for both sides — would be 
questioned by each side back-to-back,
in order to allow them to return to their 
duties.

Szakalos’ attorney is expected to pres-
ent her case over the first three days of  
the trial, starting March 30. Attorneys for
both the Sheriff’s Office and Corizon are
anticipated to make their own separate
defense over the following week.

A last-minute hearing has also been
scheduled for March 24 and March 25, to 
review each legal team’s exhibits for any
material that should be excluded.

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Turbulence was avoided 
Wednesday when developer 
Jones Loop Road LLC revealed 
it will grant an airspace 
easement to Punta Gorda 
Airport.

During a public hearing, 
the City Council approved 
rezoning 87 acres of  land 
south of  Jones Loop Road 

from commercial to residential 
where the developer plans to 
build 240 lots for single-family 
homes and amenities.

“I have notified the airport 
that we will be voluntarily 
granting an avigation 
easement to the airport for the 
project,” said Jones Loop LLC 
attorney Geri Waksler.

An airspace avigation 
easement provides the right 
of  an airplane to cause noise, 
vibrations and more, with the 
aim of  preventing lawsuits 
from nearby communities.

For weeks, the avigation 
easement has been debated 
due to comments made by 
Charlotte County Airport 

Authority Commissioner Rob 
Hancik during a Feb. 16 City 
Council meeting.

Hancik suggested the City 
Council include a condition to 
its rezoning approval requiring 
Jones Loop Road LLC grant an 
avigation easement to Punta 
Gorda Airport (PGD).

The now-rezoned property 
lies within a primary 
commercial flight path from 
the airport, which is around 
five miles north of  Jones Loop 
Road.

City Attorney David Levin 
followed Hancik’s comments 
with a Feb. 18 letter to the 

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Spring Break
a busy time for the Englewood
Community Coalition.

With a public program tonight about
Alateen and a beach cleanup day com-
ing up, organizers are hoping students
can get some useful information and
have fun through the coalition.

The Englewood Community 
Coalition is one of  area groups aimed
at tackling adverse childhood experi-
ences, which they call ACEs.

ACES include negative conditions 
that children may experience before 
age 18 such as an abusive parent,
incarceration, the death of  a parent or
sibling, alcoholism in the family, home-
lessness, poverty and a lack of  food or
good-paying job to help pay bills. ACEs 
can also include traumatic situations
that for a child, such as having a parent 
with a mental illness or being part of  a 
family going through a divorce.

Today, the coalition is sponsoring 
a meeting from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Faith
Lutheran Church, 551 Rotonda Blvd. 
W., Englewood, that’s set up for live
in-person participation and on Zoom.

It features Gretchen Leppla of  
Englewood, who will talk about build-
ing youth resiliency through Alateen.

The program offers prevention
strategies to reduce the likelihood of  
the recurrence and mitigate effects.

A 1990s study showed a significant
relationship between the number 
of  ACEs a person experienced and
a variety of  negative outcomes in 
adulthood, including poor physical and
mental health, substance use and risky 
behaviors.

The Englewood Community 
Coalition is focusing on Alateen as one 
way children dealing with alcoholism 
in their family can cope.

By attending Alateen, teens meet 
others with similar situations. They 
talk about how their lives have been 
affected by someone else’s drinking.

Alateen is not a religious program 
and there are no fees or dues to belong 
to it. It’s usually operated in conjunc-
tion with Alcoholics Anonymous.

“We know it may be challenging 
at first, but Alateen is a real tool for
students struggling or who need an
outlet filled with others like themselves 
who have someone in their life who 
drinks,” said Kay Tvaroch, executive 
director of  the Englewood Community 
Coalition Inc.

One in four children are affected 
by someone’s drinking, Tvaroch said.
“The message to students is you are 
not alone. Alateen can help.”

To attend the meeting and for more
information, visit the Englewood
Community Coalition’s Facebook, or 
visit ccenglewood.com call 941-681-0091 
or email kay@ccenglewood.com to
learn more.

FREEBIES AT THE BEACH
Today and Friday, volunteers with 

the Drug Free D-Fy and the coalition 
will be at Englewood Beach, near the 
bathrooms under an umbrella giving 
away beach goodies to teens.

“During spring break, we are 
trying to set a really positive attitude 
ambiance on the beach,” Tvaroch said.

Tvarcoh said it’s also a great time 
to sign up any teens interested in 
volunteering for the Great American 
Cleanup 8-10 a.m. March 26 at the 
beach. The coalition teamed up with 
Keep Charlotte Beautiful and The 
Waverly restaurant, whose employees 
are volunteering and giving out 
certificates to participants.

“It’s annoying that there’s still lots 
of  cigarette butts on the beach these 
days,” she said. “Thank goodness 
there’s people who are willing to pick 
them up.”

There are door prizes. Anyone who 
signs up in advance will receive a free 
T-shirt while they last. Tvaroch said 
there’s usually 45 to 75 volunteers who 
help — some just show up on the day 
of  the event. Keep Charlotte Beautiful 
supplies the clean up materials.

For more information on the Great 
American Cleanup, call 941-681-0091.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.com

Jail wrongful 
death suit 
clears final 

hurdle
Judge rules defense 

can mention 

“misstatements” by

inmate before suicide

SZAKALOS

Developer settles city, airport debate
Jones Loop LLC 

grants airspace 

easement

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Attorney Geri Waksler told the Punta Gorda Council Wednesday 
that her client, Jones Loop Road LLC, will voluntarily grant the 
avigation easement to Punta Gorda Airport for around 87 acres 
of land in the Jones Loop Road area that is being rezoned from 
commercial to residential. SEE DEBATE, 3B

Alateen, beach cleanup coming up 
for Englewood Community Coalition

PHOTO PROVIDED 

MaryAnn Irwin, Kim Clark and Abi Clark are set up to hand out goodies from Drug Free Youth this week during spring 
break at Englewood Beach.

RJ’s New England 
Seafood Restaurant

We continue to take precautions to keep everyone 
safe. Dine in and take out available.

17753 Toledo Blade Blvd.
Port Charlotte
SR 776 AND TOLEDO BLADE

TUES-THURS: 11AM - 7PM

FRI: 11AM - 8PM

SAT: 11AM - 7PM CLOSED SUN AND MON

941-235-0005                      rjsseafood.com

LAST TABLE SEATED 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO CLOSING.
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City Council, stating the 
responsible to negotiate 
avigation easements 
was the airport’s 
responsibility, not the 
local government.

At Wednesday’s public 
hearing, Waksler said 
Hancik’s comments 
caught their team off 
guard.

“That was a surprise 
to me because we had 
been approached by the 
airport (months ago) and 
we were in the process of  
considering it,” Waksler 
said. “I wish that the 
airport had allowed 
that to play out in its 
natural course rather 
than coming to you and 

creating a tense situation 
between the City 
Council and the Airport 
Authority.”

Waksler said 
negotiations take time.

“They (Jones Loop LLC) 
own the property, but it 

is under contract with 
a national home builder 
who hopes to develop the 
planned development,” 
Waksler said. “They 
had to approach their 
contract purchaser. They 
had negotiations and 
ultimately the purchase 
and sale contract was 
revised.”

Learning of  the 
developer’s involvement 
was helpful for council 
members.

“I think that was 
very important to hear 
that the developer was 
involved,” City Council 
Member Melissa 
Lockhart said.

Mayor Lynne Matthews 
concurred, adding that 
social media users have 
not been kind on the 
subject.

“I have read a lot of  
nasty comments on social 
media about this City 
Council with regard to 
this subject and it’s very 
disheartening because we 
work very hard to try to 
do things the right way,” 
she said.

Hancik’s Feb. 16 
comments also sparked 
response from fellow 
Airport Authority 
Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver during a 
Feb. 24 authority meeting 
where she said it was 
unconstitutional to take a 
project hostage and “not 

grant a requested zoning 
request unless they 
grant us this avigation 
easement.”

A Charlotte County 
Airport Authority 
workshop has been 
called since the Feb. 
24 authority meeting 
to further address the 
avigation easement issue. 
The meeting is set for 
9 a.m., March 22 at 7375 
Utilities Road, Building 
313, in Punta Gorda.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

DEBATE
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

City Council Member Melissa Lockhart thought it 
was important to hear that developer Jones Loop 
Road LLC will be granting an avigation easement to 
Punta Gorda Airport.
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ABC7 at 5 a.m.   

TV Script:  

“They come right over our house really low.” “I can see the wheels. I can see people inside the windows. 
It's pretty amazing.” Some folks living near the Punta Gorda Airport are seeing planes flying so low. 
They're flying so low that they can actually show you the passengers inside. Construction is actually 
happening on some of the runways here. So that's partly to blame. For these commercial flights are 
actually having to take these new paths as they're coming in for a landing and these new paths require 
lower altitudes. This is a specifically near the Ventura Lakes area. So, neighbors that we spoke with say 
they're used to the noise. I mean, you know, it is what it is. But these new flight paths are bringing in a 
lot of extra noise. “It's really aggravating. they start about 6:30 a.m., in the morning. Not only do we 
have Allegiant flying over us. We have other people doing, you know, the stunt airplanes and different 
things going over. The Coast Guard.” So, once that construction on the runway is done, it will allow for 
safer takeoffs and landings. The airport says construction is not going to be done until January. 

 

ABC7 at 9 a.m.  

TV Script:  

“They come right over our house really low.” “I can see the wheels. I can see people inside the windows. 
It's pretty amazing.” Some people living near the Punta Gorda Airport are seeing planes flying so low 
they can actually see the passengers inside. It's happening because construction is going on one of the 
runways and so that these commercial flights will have a new path. So, they're hearing a lot. Neighbors 
we talked to say that they're used to the noise, but these new flight paths are causing a lot of extra 
headaches. “It's really aggravating. They start about 6:30 a.m., in the morning. Not only do we have 
Allegiant flying over us, we have other people doing, you know, the stunt airplanes and different things 
going over. The Coast Guard.” Once the construction on that runway is done, it will allow for safer 
takeoffs and landings. That it's going to be a while, constructions not going to be done until January. 



CHARLOTTE COUNTY, Fla. — Imagine jetliners flying over your backyard so low you can see the 
passengers inside. That’s the reality for people living in communities near the Punta Gorda airport. 

Major construction on one of their runways means commercial flights now have a new path over 
communities like Ventura Lakes.  

The roaring of a jetliner is not something you necessarily want to wake up to. But it’s something that’s 
becoming a regular alarm clock for residents like Ollie Niccols and Diane McGrath.  

Runway 4-22, which was built in the 1940s, was closed in January for construction after the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority received more than $14.7 million in funding for the project. 

The center portion of the runway, which 
runs 7,193 feet long, is being removed and 
reconstructed and the rest of the runway is 
being resurfaced. “It’s really aggravating,” 
McGrath said. “They start about 6:30 in the 
morning.” 

Play the video below for a sample of the 

sound coming from the roar of an Allegiant 

Airlines Airbus A-320. 

https://www.flypgd.com/4-22-grant/


“It’s kind of off and on all day. It starts early in the morning,” Niccols added. “Earlier than it used to be.” 

In addition to the early wake up call, they’re seeing more planes fly over their homes than usual. 

Construction crews will also be building new blast pads at each end of the runway and installing new 
energy-efficient lighting. 

The runway is expected to be closed for about a year 
as the rehabilitation project is completed. While 
Runway 4-22 is closed, the airport will be using 
Runway 15-33 as the primary runway for all of the 
airport’s commercial airline departures and landings, 
officials said. 

“Last year alone, Allegiant had about 10,000 take 
offs and landings on runway 4-22,” PGD’s Kaley 
Miller said “So that means there’s a lot of pavement 
that has been damaged over the years and it needs to 
be repaired.” 

While construction crews add a lime rock base and 
resurface the runway, planes are using these paths to 
take off and land. Some go right over Ventura 
Lakes. 

The construction on Runway 4-22 should not affect 
any passengers’ travel. 

“While most people may not even notice, our 
neighbors directly north and south of Runway 15-33 
will see more activity in 2022,” said PGD’s CEO 
James W. Parish. “We ask for our neighbors’ 
patience and understanding as we complete this 
necessary project.” 



For nearby residents, contractors will be working during normal hours of operation — Mondays through 
Fridays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Airport officials will be encouraging the crews to use Piper Road instead of 
Golf Course Boulevard as well whenever possible. 

“The cows will stampede a little bit if they come in too low. Toby (the pup) gets a little upset, the cat goes 
crazy,” Niccols said. 

But the increased noise won’t last forever. 

“When runway 4-22 reopens, the pilots will try to avoid the most populated areas,” Miller said. 

One good thing about this project is residents do have an end date. Construction is expected to be done 
next January. 

If residents would like to report any specific incidents involving contractors or the work being done, click 
here. 
Once Runway 4-22 reopens, flight patterns will go back to what they were in 2021. 

Click here to go to the Punta Gorda Airport’s FAQ page about the construction project. 

https://abc-7.com/news/local/2022/03/15/punta-gorda-airport-flight-paths-change-due-to-runway-construction/ 

https://www.flypgd.com/runway-updates/runway-updates-contact-form/
https://www.flypgd.com/runway-updates/runway-updates-contact-form/
https://www.flypgd.com/runway-updates/?fbclid=IwAR0ncezL3279hkigt_ooYffU1YS6bbwOzDa73U7xHKuMd6EOV3C3wOfpY3Y
https://abc-7.com/news/local/2022/03/15/punta-gorda-airport-flight-paths-change-due-to-runway-construction/


 

March 17, 2022 

NBC2 News Early Today, 4 a.m.  

TV Script:  

From your Charlotte County news team construction at the Punta Gorda Airport is changing where 
planes fly over neighborhoods. Take a look at these maps, they show the temporary flight paths for 
takeoffs and landings. Well, one of the runways is under construction. You can see here which 
communities are noticing the extra noise. “It's really aggravating. They start about 6:30 a.m., in the 
morning.” “The jets are larger than the ones when I first moved here, and they are coming right over the 
house, and they get really loud.” The construction will allow for safer takeoffs and landing. The project 
should be completed next January. 

 

NBC2 at 5 a.m.  

TV Script:  

From your Charlotte County news team. Construction at the Punta Gorda Airport is changing where 
planes fly over neighborhoods. So, what you say, these maps because they show the temporary flight 
pass for takeoffs and landings while one of the runways is under construction. You can see which 
communities are noticing that extra noise. “It's really aggravating. They start about 6:30 in the morning.” 
“The jets are larger than the ones when I first moved here and their coming right over the house and 
they get really loud.” That construction will allow for safe takeoffs and landings and the project should 
be finished by next January. 

 

NBC2 at 6 a.m.  

TV Script:  

Construction at the Punta Gorda Airport continues this morning. It's changing where planes flyover 
neighborhoods and people are just not happy about it. I want to show you these maps because they 
show the temporary flight paths. This is happening because one runway is under construction. You can 
see some communities are right in that path, which of course, brings a lot of extra noise. “It's really 
aggravating. They start about 6:30, in the morning.” “The jets are larger than the ones when I first 
moved here and their coming right over the house. So, they get really loud.” Once the runway 
construction is over, it will allow for safer takeoffs and landings. For those in the new flight paths the 
project should be done by January. 

 



NBC2 at 11 a.m.  

TV Script:  

Construction at the Punta Gorda Airport continues this morning. It's changing where planes flyover 
neighborhoods and people are just not happy about it. These maps here show the temporary flight 
paths. And this is all happening because one runway is under construction. You can see some 
communities are right underneath the path of those planes, which can bring in a lot of extra noise. “It's 
really aggravating. They start about 6:30 in the morning.” “The jets are larger than the ones when I first 
moved here and their coming right over the house. So, they get really loud.” Once the runway 
construction is all over, it will allow for safer takeoffs and landings. For those in the new flight paths 
though, just in hang in there, the project should be done by next January. 

 



Most folks who moved to Florida from another state can relate to author Rob Hill Sr.’s quote, “My goal is 
to build a life I don’t need a vacation from.” 

We are blessed with an abundance of sunshine, fresh air and coastlines full of wide-open spaces, just 
outside our front doors. You don’t necessarily need a vacation, you simply need to take advantage of a 
day at the beach (or nearby theme park, if that’s your idea of a getaway). 

When you live in Florida, you don’t have to travel far to feel those Vacation Vibes. You don’t even have 
to leave Charlotte County to have the ultimate “travel” experience. 

As United Way of Charlotte County (UWCC) wraps up our annual campaign, we invite you to help us 
reach our campaign goal through the purchase of a chance to win the Ultimate Travel Package, valued at 
over $2,000. 

This prize package, and other small prizes, are possible from the generosity of many local businesses who 
know the value in giving back. Campaign Cabinet Co-Chair Julie Price says, “It is great to see so many 
local businesses come together to support our community through the Ultimate Travel Package 
giveaway.” 

The Ultimate Prize Package is overflowing with local get-away goodies perfect for a Charlotte County 
stay-cation, but it also includes a $250 Allegiant travel voucher and a free week of long-term parking at 
Punta Gorda Airport if you prefer to see something other than palm trees and sand for a few days. 

But what is even better than a vacation, stay-cation, or anything in between is knowing that your giving 
made an impact on your community — our community. 

“All donations to United Way of Charlotte County help local families in need,” says Price. When you 
give to UWCC, you are helping ALICE. ALICE individuals and families are those in our community who 
are working paycheck to paycheck, struggling to make ends meet. These Asset Limited, Income 



Constrained, Employed families work hard but are unable to get ahead or save for a rainy day. 

As of the 2020 ALICE Report, 40% of Charlotte County families fell under the ALICE threshold. These 
numbers have undoubtedly grown because of the pandemic. The need was already great, and now it is 
greater. UWCC uses local donor dollars to support ALICE through programs that provide rent, mortgage 
and utility assistance and free tax preparation. 

Our end-of-campaign fundraiser lets you give while also having a chance to receive. Donations in 
increments of $20 will support the work UWCC does every day to break the cycle of poverty and enter 
you for a chance to win the Ultimate Travel Package or another phenomenal prize. Every $100 donation 
gets a bonus chance at those amazing prizes. 

Our campaign ends on March 31, so you need to get your tickets before then. Everyone that donates 
at www.UCareToWin.com will be invited to a VIP Reception at 4:30 p.m. on April 1 at The Wyvern 
Hotel. 

The live drawing will be at 5:30 p.m. at Perch 360, or you can tune in to Facebook live for all the fun! 

“We’re so thankful for the support of those that have entered the Ultimate Travel Package, and we can’t 
wait to see you at The Wyvern on April 1,” says Kaley Miller, Campaign Cabinet Co-Chair. 

Charlotte County is a great place to live, work, and play. Get a chance at local prizes while giving a 
chance at educational success, financial stability and health and wellness to your neighbors. Your chance 
at local vacation vibes will help make local impact. More details and a link to give can be found 
at www.UCareToWin.com 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/column-you-can-win-vacation-vibes/article_199a9c5e-a63a-11ec-bf69-7fe8f8a35dc0.html 

http://www.ucaretowin.com/
http://www.ucaretowin.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/column-you-can-win-vacation-vibes/article_199a9c5e-a63a-11ec-bf69-7fe8f8a35dc0.html
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Local legislators 
sponsored bills this year 
that delivered funding 
for projects ranging from 
sewer systems to aviation 
training facilities to clams 
to help clean Charlotte 
Harbor.

The state legislature 
passed the largest bud-
get ever this week at 
$112.1 billion, which is 
awaiting review by Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, who can 
veto line items as well as 
legislation. Bigger by 10% 
than the current budget, 

the new budget was 
bolstered by $3.5 billion 
in federal coronavirus 
funding.

Florida legislators as a 
whole brought a national 
spotlight to the state with 
new laws aff ecting both 
social and environmental 
policy:

Local projects slated for 
funding by legislature:

• $2 million for
Charlotte County 
Ackerman Septic-to-
Sewer conversion (Rep. 
Michael Grant, R-Port 
Charlotte; Sen. Joe 

Millions for 
local projects 

slated in latest 
state budget
Local legislators sign 

on for high profile laws

SEE BUDGET, 4A
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Gruters, R-Sarasota)
• $2 million for utilities

communications and 
cyberse-
curity. 
(Sen. Ben 
Albritton, 
R-Wachula)

• $3 mil-
lion for 
aviation 
technician 
training
facility 

at Punta Gorda Airport 
(Grant)

• $2 miillion for
Charlotte County William 
R. Gaines Jr. Veteran’s
Memorial Park (Grant,
Gruters)

• $4 million for Peace
River Basin Water Quality 
Improvements in multiple 
counties

• $2 million toward
wetland mitigation in re-
sevoir project with Peace 
River Manasota Regional 
Water Supply Authority 
(Grant)

• Interstate 75 through
Charlotte 
and Lee 
counties 
designated 
Purple 
Heart 
Highway.

• $990,000
for Legacy
Trail 
planning 

and design in North Port 
(Rep. James Buchanan, 

R-Sarasota)
Some of  the most talked

about social policies that 
were supported by local 
legislators:

• banning abortion after
15 weeks

• constraining educa-
tional programs from 
teaching shame and 
blame on ethnic groups 
for historic events injur-
ing minorities

• constraining education-
al programs in teaching 
young children about gay 
and transgender people

Albritton introduced 
two successful laws 

affecting 
agriculture 
and envi-
ronmental 
interests. 
One allows 
farmers to 
hire fertiliz-
er advisors
in cases 
where state 

laws restricting fertilizer 
use might put farmers 
at a disadvantage on the 
international market.

Albritton also intro-
duced a law protecting the 
availability of  water to 
agriculture around Lake 
Okeechobee. This gener-
ated a backlash, including 
from DeSantis, as it was 
seen as perpetuating the 
release of  algae-laden 
water from the lake 
to the coastal cities of  
Fort Myers and Port St. 
Lucie, affecting Charlotte 
Harbor as well. The 
law, before passing, was 

substantially modified to 
address criticism.

Local environmen-
talist Coty Keller said 
Albritton’s law has been 
partially neutralized, but 
called the most damaging 
environmental law of  the 
session by the Sanibel 
Captiva Conservation 
Foundation. It still allows 
the legislature to block 
rule changes by the 
state’s water management 
districts that might harm 
agriculture interests.

Local legislators largely 
supported a successful 
bill recommended by 

Florida 
Power and 
Light that 
removes re-
quirements 
for utilities 
to buy back 
power from 
home solar 
panels at
full price. 

Grant did not cast a vote.
This law will eliminate 

40,000 jobs in the solar 
industry, Keller said, and 
goes against the will of  
most Floridians in favor 
of  power utilities.

“Do you see a pattern 
emerging here?” Keller 
asked. “Yes, and it’s spe-
cial interests winning out 
over the public interest.”

OTHER LAWS AFFECTING 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

• Legislation creating
a new State Office of  
Resiliency and requir-
ing Department of  
Environmental Protection 
and Department of  
Transportation to invento-
ry flood prone roads in the 
state and issue grants for 
regions to prepare resilien-
cy plans to address climate 
change in the future.

(Keller also opposes this 
law, saying resiliency pro-
grams ignore mitigation 
programs, or strategies 
to reduce the use of  fossil 
fuel.)

Legislators overwhelm-
ing supported new state 
tax holidays for such 
items as gas, diapers, 
tools, appliances, pet 
supplies, children’s books.

BUDGET
FROM PAGE 1A

BUCHANAN

GRANT

GRUTERS

ALBRITTON
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Airport is successful. 
We don’t need big change 
Editor:

I recently read an article by Betsy 
Calvert about an Eric Bretan who 
is running for the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority. He imagines 
he would be “healing rifts and 
adding his expertise in banking and 
finance.” Let’s be real here! The air-
port board is doing extremely well 
in funding the defined direction 
of their master plan. The board 
has secured millions of dollars 
generated from grants, and revenue 
development from airport users 
without a burden on us taxpayers.

He talked about transparency, in 
the past two terms Hancik has been 
on the airport board, transparency 
has noticeably increased. The 
Punta Gorda Airport web page has 
a tremendous amount of informa-
tion including posting in advance of 
their entire monthly meeting agen-
da, with all supporting documents 
including financials and minutes of 
previous meetings. Their meetings 
are open to the public and are 
televised live on YouTube and they 
operate under the Sunshine Law.

It appears if “they” defeat 
Airport Authority Chair Hancik 
we will be facing the issue of 

privatization of  the airport with 
their business model, converting 
revenues to profits for the inves-
tors! Revenues to support airport 
operations and facilities to provide 
for current and future needs of  our 
air transportation will be going 
elsewhere.

Let’s not destroy something that 
is very successful.

Allan Boynton
Punta Gorda

clipper
Highlight
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Most folks who moved 
to Florida from another 
state can relate to author 
Rob Hill Sr.’s quote, “My 
goal is to build a life I 
don’t need a vacation 
from.”

We are blessed 
with an abundance of  
sunshine, fresh air and 
coastlines full of  wide-
open spaces, just outside 
our front doors. You 
don’t necessarily need 
a vacation, you simply 
need to take advantage 
of  a day at the beach 
(or nearby theme park, 
if  that’s your idea of  a 
getaway).

When you live in 
Florida, you don’t have 
to travel far to feel those 
Vacation Vibes. You 
don’t even have to leave 
Charlotte County to have 
the ultimate “travel” 
experience.

As United Way of  
Charlotte County 
(UWCC) wraps up our 
annual campaign, we 
invite you to help us 
reach our campaign goal 

through the purchase 
of  a chance to win the 
Ultimate Travel Package, 
valued at over $2,000.

This prize package, 
and other small prizes, 
are possible from the 
generosity of  many 
local businesses who 
know the value in giving 
back. Campaign Cabinet 
Co-Chair Julie Price 
says, “It is great to see 
so many local businesses 
come together to support 
our community through 
the Ultimate Travel 
Package giveaway.”

The Ultimate Prize 
Package is overflowing 
with local get-away 
goodies perfect for 
a Charlotte County 
stay-cation, but it also 
includes a $250 Allegiant 
travel voucher and a 

free week of  long-term 
parking at Punta Gorda 
Airport if  you prefer to 
see something other than 
palm trees and sand for a 
few days.

But what is even 
better than a vacation, 
stay-cation, or anything 
in between is knowing 
that your giving made 
an impact on your 
community — our 
community.

“All donations to 
United Way of  Charlotte 
County help local 
families in need,” 
says Price. When you 
give to UWCC, you 
are helping ALICE. 
ALICE individuals and 
families are those in 
our community who are 
working paycheck to 
paycheck, struggling to 
make ends meet. These 
Asset Limited, Income 
Constrained, Employed 
families work hard but 
are unable to get ahead 
or save for a rainy day.

As of  the 2020 
ALICE Report, 40% 
of  Charlotte County 
families fell under 
the ALICE threshold. 
These numbers have 
undoubtedly grown 
because of  the pandemic. 

The need was already 
great, and now it is 
greater. UWCC uses 
local donor dollars to 
support ALICE through 
programs that provide 
rent, mortgage and 
utility assistance and 
free tax preparation.

Our end-of-campaign 
fundraiser lets you 
give while also having 
a chance to receive. 
Donations in increments 
of  $20 will support the 
work UWCC does every 
day to break the cycle of  
poverty and enter you 
for a chance to win the 
Ultimate Travel Package 
or another phenomenal 
prize. Every $100 
donation gets a bonus 
chance at those amazing 
prizes.

Our campaign ends 
on March 31, so you 
need to get your tickets 
before then. Everyone 
that donates at www.
UCareToWin.com will 
be invited to a VIP 
Reception at 4:30 p.m. on 
April 1 at The Wyvern 
Hotel.

The live drawing will 
be at 5:30 p.m. at Perch 
360, or you can tune in to 
Facebook live for all the 
fun!

“We’re so thankful 
for the support of  
those that have entered 
the Ultimate Travel 
Package, and we can’t 
wait to see you at The 
Wyvern on April 1,” says 
Kaley Miller, Campaign 
Cabinet Co-Chair.

Charlotte County is 
a great place to live, 
work, and play. Get a 
chance at local prizes 
while giving a chance 
at educational success, 
financial stability and 
health and wellness to 
your neighbors. Your 
chance at local vacation 
vibes will help make 
local impact. More 
details and a link to give 
can be found at www.
UCareToWin.com

For more information 
about United Way of  
Charlotte County’s 
mission: Mobilizing the 
power of  our community 
to break the cycle of  
poverty, please contact 
Angie Matthiessen, 
executive director. 
She can be reached at 
director@unitedwayccfl.
org.

You can win vacation vibes
Ultimate 

travel package 

supports ALICE

We run birthday 
announcements with a 
photo in Sunday’s Sun.
Email your photo, along 
with the name, age and
birth date, to newstips@
yoursun.com.

COMMENTARY

ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
United Way of  Charlotte 

County

Happy birthday to 
Brenda Himmelhaver, 
who turns 70 on March 
22.

Happy birthday to Erv 
Yoas, who turns 108 on 
March 25.

Happy birthday to 
Marylin Koener

BIRTHDAYS
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STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE HARBOR — 
Complaints about low-flying 
jets are coming to the Punta 
Gorda Airport now that all 

flights land on a runway that, 
previously, was rarely used by 
commercial aircraft.

“It was about the middle 
of  January that it became 
really intrusive,” said Gary 
Taylor, who lives along the 
banks of  the Peace River, on 
the opposite side from the 
airport.

His waterfront home is 
under the new flight path for 
Allegiant Airlines. It’s at about 

the point where planes can 
drop below 1,000 feet before 
landing.

“It’s just been relentless,” he 
said.

In January, the airport 
closed its main landing strip, 
called 4-22, to rebuild the 
World War II-era runway. It is 
expected to reopen in 2023.

To prepare for the closure of  
its main runway, PGD rebuilt 
its secondary runway, 15-33, so 

it could take on the traffic for 
a year.

In rebuilding it, they added 
length to allow jets with more 
fuel aiming for longer trips to 
take off. The cost to rebuild 
15-33 was $12 million. The cost
for 4-22 is set at $14.9 million.

The construction projects are 
paid for from a combination of  
federal grants, passenger fees 
and aircraft fuel taxes.

The two runways run in 

different directions, 4-22 is 
somewhat east to west and 
15-33 is northeast to southwest.
The approach for landings of
aircraft is now running over
different neighborhoods.

Most of  the complaints 
are coming from areas not 
previously in the flight path.

“We have seen an uptick in 
calls to our noise concerns 

Jets flying low over new neighborhoods
It will only last a 

year, airport tells 

upset residents

SEE JETS, 6A
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could just leave any person to die?
I know someone knows something.
I just wish the person would fill
in my family’s shoes in this tragic 
event and feel the pain we feel. It’s
not fair,” he said.

Henry recently became homeless 
and was scrapping with his brother. 
Henry rode his bicycle everywhere.

Talea Saylor said the family
doesn’t have money to help with
the basics for Henry’s cremation
expenses.

“My family can’t afford his
memorial — a lot of  us in the 
family are homeless,” she said.
“I’m the closest one to him here 
in Englewood and we struggled 
together he was the sweetest most
helpful man.”

Henry’s niece Kayla Henry 
created a gofundme page to raise 
$1,000 to help the family get 
Henry’s remains. By Monday, $195
had been donated.

“We don’t want the state to 
keep his (Henry’s) body and 
that alone is $500,” she wrote on 
the gofundme page. “It was so 
sudden and unexpected that I 
don’t know what else to do to help 
my grandma (Frank’s mother) … 
she’s already so worried about 
finances and so heartbroken 
losing her son so anything will 
help. Even prayers for our family 
and strength for my grandma and 

understanding for so many of  us.”
Henry is survived by

three daughters, two sons, a 
stepdaughter, five grandchildren, 
his mother, two brothers, a sister, 
several nieces and nephews. He
lived in Florida half  his life. He was
born and raised in Toledo, Ohio.

“Frank never hurt no one and 
he loved fishing and hanging with 
his family who he loved deeply,”
Jojo Saylor said. “Whoever did this
needs to come forward. We deeply
miss him. We need closure. His 

mother is 72-years-old and is lost
without Frank.”

For more information on
the gofundme page, www.bit.
ly/3L12jOb

Anyone with information is
asked to contact the Florida 
Highway Patrol at 941-492-5850 or 
Crimestoppers at 1-800-780-8477 or
dial 347 from a cellphone.

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.com

FAMILY
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTO PROVIDED

Frank Joseph Henry with his daughters Hannah and Justice. He was 
recently killed in a hit and run crash in Englewood.

line and online forms,” 
Punta Gorda Airport 
spokeswoman Kaley 
Miller said. “The 
questions are mainly 
from the Deep Creek 
area, Harbour Heights 
and areas of  Port 
Charlotte. These residents 
are not used to the 
volume of  flights coming 
in and out overhead, 
and they were mainly 
wondering if  this is going 
to be permanent.”

Most residents 
have been “extremely 
supportive,” she said.

Some have gone to 
social media about it.

“I love the planes flying 
over our house and no 
matter how much l am 
always looking up in awe 
and make sure to wave, 
it doesn’t bother me at 
all and l live in view 
of  the airport,” Susie 
Pratt stated on the PGD 
Facebook page.

Allegiant’s switch to 
Airbus jets is credited 
with lowering the volume 
overhead.

But not everyone is 
happy.

“The people LOVING 
the airport do not live 
under the flight path. I 
have lived in the same 
home community since 
1987. We NEVER had 
commercial type big 
bodied jets fly in and 
out of  the airport until 
2007. It has been mortal 
hell since. Our property 
values have sunk and 
we no longer sleep with 
flights arriving and 
leaving late night and 
early morning hours. 
Everyone loves the 
airport as long as they 
do not have to deal with 
the fall out,” said Beth 
Mitchell on the airport’s 
social media page.

Taylor quizzed 

neighbors and found 
some were bothered. 
Households with family 
members experiencing 
dementia were struggling 
as those family 
members were not able 
to comprehend the 
disruption.

As for rest, he said his 
wife sleeps through the 
noise, but he does not.

The real problem, 
however, is the disruption 
of  their outdoor life on 
their deck with a rash 
of  jets landing at dinner 
time. The next batch are 
scheduled for later, but 
appear to be frequently 
late, so it might be 
midnight, he said. All in 
all, its about 20-30 a day 
landing.

The issue is with 
arriving rather than 
departing flights, Taylor 
said. 

One of  Taylor’s main 
concerns is the airlines 
might continue to use 
the 15-33 runway and its 
approach over his house, 
even when the original 
runway reopens in 2023.

“My 
solution 
would 
be go rip 
up the 
concrete 
when this 
thing is 
over,” 
Taylor said 

of  15-33.
He wants to know why 

there wasn’t a noise study 
done before extending the 
15-33 to commercial jets.

Airport Commissioner
Rob Hancik said 
commercial jets were 
already using the 15-33 
before it was extended 
— on occasion. And it 
has been used by smaller 
planes every day. Even 
with its new extension, 
it is still 907 feet shorter 
than the 4-22, he said, 
which will make it less 
appealing to commercial 
flights.

Hancik believes 
commercial flights will 
mostly go back to using 
4-22 after it reopens.

“I understand people’s
concerns, but it’s just 

temporary,” Hancik said.
Hancik, who used 

to run an airport in 
Missouri, said it will 
likely go back to 70-80% 
using 4-22.

The old runway was 
built to accommodate the 
prevailing winds Hancik 
said, so pilots will most 
often use that runway.

Taylor said he met with 
two airport managers on 
this issue Friday, Airside 
Operation Manager 
Ben Duke and Airport 
Operations Director Gary 
Duncan. He praised them 
for their professionalism.

“My impression was 
very positive,” he said.

But he said he did 
not get a clear picture 
of  whether the status 
would return to the 
prior noise levels in his 
neighborhood. And he 
could not get a sense 
of  whether the airport 
would seek to negotiate 
restrictions on the use of  
15-33 by commercial jets.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

JETS
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

The two runways of Punta Gorda Airport meet in a V. The runway on the left has been rebuilt and extended 
so the main runway on the right can be rebuilt next.

GRAPHIC PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

This view of possible flight patterns is available on the Punta Gorda Airport 
website for use during the one year closure of the main runway and use of the 
new full-size runway.
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Legal Notices
03/22/2022

NOTICE OF SALE 
NOTICE OF SALE

Thrifty Mini Storage pursuant to 
the Florida Self Storage Facility 
Act (F.S. 83.801-83.809) hereby
gives Notice of Sale under said
act to wit:  On March 29, 2022 at 
11:00 a.m. at Storagetreasures.
com, Thrifty Mini Storage will 
conduct a sale by select bid on 
the contents of the following units:

Barbara Ostrowski:       #C504
10x25  Generator, Air 
Compressor, totes, Tool chest, 
misc 

TERMS: Cash at time of sale-
items to be removed in full 
same day.Thrifty Mini Storage
reserves the right to accept 
or reject any and/or all bids.
NOTE: TENANTS OF THE ABOVE
LISTED UNITS HAVE UNTIL 5PM
March 14th, 2022 TO BRING THEIR 
ACCOUNT CURRENT AND REMOVE 
THEIR UNIT FROM THE AUCTION.
Publish: 03/15/22, 03/22/22
241501   3837498

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: Able 
Wrecker & Road Service LLC
gives Notice of Foreclosure of
Lien and intent to sell these 
vehicles on 04/08/2022, 8:00
am at 5135 NE Cubitis Avenue
Arcadia, FL 34266, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes. Able Wrecker & Road 
Service LLC reserves the right
to accept or reject any and/or
all bids.
2001 FORD FOCUS 
VIN # 1FAFP34P71W360451
Publish: March 22, 2022
108133   3837503

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned intends to sell 
the Personal Property described
below to enforce a Lien imposed
on said property under the Florida
Self Storage Facility Act. Statues
(Section 83.804-83.809).

The undersigned will sell at public
auction online at www.storaget-
reasures.com on the 6th of April
10:00 am, on the premises 
where said property has been
stored and which are located 
at Guard Space Storage,
19160 Peachland Blvd, Port 
Charlotte, FL 33948, County
of Charlotte, State of Florida, the
following:
Robert Boston 229 
Miscellaneous Items  
Sandra Grindlinger 454 
Miscellaneous Home Items  
Sandra Grindlinger 445
Miscellaneous Home Items  
Gerald Palmieri, Jr 104 
Miscellaneous Items  
Malik Walker 524 
Furniture 

Purchases must be paid for at 
the time of purchase in Certified
funds. All purchased items sold
as is, where is, and must be
removed at the time of sale. Sale
is subject to cancellation in the
event of settlement between 
owner and obligated party. 
Publish: 03/22/2022,
03/29/2022
365228   3838272

OTHER NOTICES 
PEACE RIVER MANASOTA
REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY
AUTHORITY REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSAL
for

OWNER’S AGENT SERVICES

The Peace River Manasota
Regional Water Supply Authority 
(“Authori t y”) is request ing 
proposals from firms for the
purpose of providing program
management services (“Agent”).
Services to be provided by
Agent to the Authority generally 
consist of (but are not limited
to): program/project manage-
ment, technical design reviews, 
procurement assistance, and
construction, engineering, &
inspection.

Proposals must be submitted in 
accordance with the information
packet containing details of the
proposal submittal requirements
(“Information Package”) which
may be downloaded by visiting
the Authority’s website (www.
regionalwater.org).  The Authority
may also use DemandStar,
a third -par ty provider, to 
distribute proposals.  Visit the 
DemandStar website at www.
DemandStar.com for more infor-
mation regarding this service.

S

OTHER NOTICES 
Participation in the DemandStar
system is not a requirement for
doing business with the Authority.
If encountering any dif ficul -
ties obtaining the Information
Package, contact Rachel Kersten
at RKersten@regionalwater.org,
or by calling 941-316-1776.  All
questions related to this Request
for Proposal must be directed in
writing via email to 
procurement@regionalwater.
org using “RFP Question –
Owner’s Agent Services” as
the subject line. The final cut-off
date/time for all questions is
April 6, 2022, at 5:00 p.m.
EST. Questions received after
the scheduled cut-off date/time
for submission of all questions
will go unanswered. All responses
to questions and addenda, if
applicable, will be posted on the
Authority website; however, it is
the responsibility of the Agent,
prior to submitting a proposal,
to review the Authority’s website
to determine if any addenda
were issued and to make such
addenda a part of its proposal.

Agent selection will be in accor-
dance with the Information
Package and the Authority’s
Procurement Policy (adopted
October 1, 2021, or latest revi-
sion), which Agents are hereby
placed on notice of and are
considered to be on constructive
notice of all provisions contained
therein.  A copy of the Authority’s
Procurement Policy is available
on the Authority’s website.
Agents desiring to provide these
services to the Authority must
submit a single electronic file in
searchable PDF format of their
proposal and other required
documentation in accordance
with the requirements contained
in the Owner’s Agent Services
Request for Proposal Documents
via email to procurement@
regionalwater.org,  using
“Response to RFP: Owner’s
Agent Services” as the subject
line.

DEADLINE to submit a proposal is
10:00 A.M. Eastern Standard
Time on April 22, 2022, and
any proposals submitted will
be publicly opened immediately
thereafter. 

Dated this 22nd day of March
2022

Mike Coates, Executive Director
Peace River Manasota Regional
Water Supply Authority
Publish: March 22, 2022
114550   3838375

NOTICE OF RULE 
DEVELOPMENT BY THE

CORAL CREEK COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

In accord with Chapters 120 and
190, Florida Statutes, the Coral
Creek Community Development
District (“District”) hereby gives
notice of its intention to develop
Rules of Procedure to govern the
operations of the District. 

The Rules of Procedure will
address such areas as the Board
of Supervisors, officers and
voting, district offices, public
information and inspection of
records, policies, public meet-
ings, hearings and workshops,
rulemaking proceedings and
competitive purchase including
procedure under the Consultants
Competitive Negotiation Act,
procedure regarding auditor
selection, purchase of insurance,
pre-qualification, construction
contracts, goods, supplies
and materials, maintenance
services, contractual services
and protests with respect to
proceedings, as well as any other
area of the general operation of
the District.  

The purpose and effect of the
Rules of Procedure is to provide
for efficient and effective District
operations and to ensure compli-
ance with recent changes to
Florida law.  The legal authority
for the adoption of the proposed
Rules of Procedure includes
sections 190.011(5), 190.011(15)
and 190.035, Florida Statutes
(2019). The specific laws imple-
mented in the Rules of Procedure
include, but are not limited to,
sections 112.08, 112.3143,
112.31446, 112.3145, 119.07,
119.0701, 189.053, 189.069(2)
(a)16, 190.006, 190.007,
190.008, 190.011(3), 190.011(5),
190.011(15), 190.033, 190.035,
218.33, 218.391, 255.05,
255.0518, 255.0525, 255.20,
286.0105, 286.011, 286.0113,
286.0114, 287.017, 287.055 and
287.084, Florida Statutes (2019).

A copy of the proposed Rules of
Procedure may be obtained by
contacting the District Manager,
c/o Wrathell, Hunt & Associates,
LLC, 2300 Glades Road, Suite
410W, Boca Raton, Florida
33431.
District Manager
Publish: March 22, 2022
427283   3838722

A Bargain Hunters
Delight
Check the

Classifieds First!
A Whole

Marketplace of
Shopping is right at

your
Fingertips!
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HAVE SOMETHING  
TO SAY?

Letters are welcome on virtually 

any subject, but we do have some 

rules. Please keep them to less 

than 250 words. Letters will be 

edited to length as well as for 

grammar and spelling. All letters 

must be signed with full name 

—  not initials. An address and tele-

phone number must be included,

but will not be published. Due to 

the number of letters received, we 

are able to run only one letter per 

person per month. 

Opinions and statements made 

in letters are solely those of the 

individual writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, 

Letters to the Editor, 23170 

Harborview Road, Charlotte 

Harbor, FL 33980, or email them 

to letters@yoursun.com. Further 

questions, call 941-681-3003.

I am happy to endorse 
Tom Sullivan
Editor:

While, I regret that I will 
be pulling out of  the race 
to replace the three-term 
incumbent District 4 Charlotte
County Commissioner Stephen 
Deutsch, I leave knowing that
there is a candidate who when 
elected, will represent the wish-
es of  the majority of  residents
here, Tom Sullivan.

Over the past seven months, 
Tom Sullivan has demonstrated 
his concern for the wholesale 
over-development without
proper infrastructure that has 
come to be characteristic of
county administration these
past 60 years. As a resident and
homeowner, he has witnessed 
how it is the developers that 
Deutsch listens to, and not the 
taxpayers. He has watched, vote
after vote, as commonsense 
planning is put aside, and
zoning changed to suit develop-
ment schemes that continually 
threaten, and not enhance the 
quality of  life here.

I wholeheartedly endorse
Tom Sullivan for he is a decent 
God-fearing man, who is honest
and straightforward.

It is a relief, as a former 
candidate and a resident who
loves this county that in this
midterm election, there is a
candidate who not only under-
stands the concerns of  70% of  
the residents here, but who will
act upon it, once elected.

Ted Ehmann
Murdock

Are these medias  
the same?
Editor:

Is it just me, or does anyone
else see very little difference 
between the Russian and 
American mainstream medias?

Rik Sills
Rotonda west

Isles Yacht Club raises 
money for community
Editor:

A big thank you to the Isles 
Yacht Club for choosing local 
charities to support for their 
IYC Charity Cup fundraising 
events. Events included; 
Mah-Jongg, Tennis Expedition, 
8-Ball Tournament, Nautical
Poker Run, Sail Regatta, Bocce,
and to top off the end of  the
week events, a BBQ Bash with
a silent and live auction. Their
goal was $150,000 and at the
end of  Saturday’s BBQ Bash
more than $150,000 was raised.

The local charities included 
Valerie’s House, Charlotte 
County Habitat for Humanity, 
and a scholarship fund for 
Charlotte County High School 
seniors with the proceeds 
split equally between the 

three recipients.
Giving back to their local 

community should be the 
name of  this charity event. 
The decision was made by 
the Isles Yacht Club Board 
Members and chair of  the 
Isles Yacht Club Charity 
Club, Brenda Brown and her 
committee members to give 
back to local charities in 
Charlotte County. We are so 
blessed to have this club and 
their members care so much 
about the local community that 
they all decided that this is 
going to continue for years to 
come — support for their local 
community.

Truly blessed to be a part 
of  all the different Isles Yacht 
Club Charity Cup events.

Carol Geiger
Valerie’s House Advisory  

Board Member

Our love of oil is cause 
of high gas prices
Editor:

Gas prices are up, causing 
pain at the pump and inflation 
to many consumer goods. 
Americans are rightly angry 
but their anger should aim at 
the cause of  the pain, not at 
President Biden or Congress. 
A previous writer correctly 
identified capitalism and our 
hunger for oil as the root of  
the problem.

In the 1970s Republican 
President Nixon faced this 
when OPEC countries, angry 
with our support for Israel, 
withheld oil, shooting gas 
prices high, causing inflation 
and gas lines.

Capitalism, world market 

forces, the law of  supply 
and demand, sets prices and 
our U.S. oil companies use 
this to gouge us and reward 
stockholders rather than 
drill for more oil. They flaunt 
the profits in reports to 
stockholders. Since those who 
scream the loudest about high 
prices are the same folks who 
tell government to stay out 
of  private business, what do 
you/we suggest? Congress and 
the President can do nothing 
unless you want to give 
government more control.

Love of  carbon energy will 
get us. Right now it finances 
war. And either inflation will 
bring us down, or carbon 
caused climate change will 
kill us due to weather events: 
damaged property and high 
insurance rates. In any case, 
we should identify who and 
what causes our misery. 
Venting anger may feel good, 
but direct it at the cause, not 
where demagogues on cable 
news point you. Whether right 
or left, biased cable’s agenda 
means you need to seek truth 
and accuracy. Find creditable 
news like PBS and NPR.

Dorothy Gaylord
Punta Gorda

Punta Gorda Airport  
will devour the city
Editor:

The Punta Gorda Airport 
monster is on the move. The 
once-peaceful airport is being 
grown to support the egos of  
the local self-styled “movers
and shakers,” who resolutely
intend it supersized for their
version of  “growth.” That

means privatization will be 
reattempted until they finally 
get control of the airport as 
a cash cow for their schemes, 
such as aiding and abetting 
Allegiant.

“The airport is too small 
for such schemes,” you say? 
Recently, the south perimeter 
road was quietly shifted south, 
right up against the Ventura 
Lakes housing subdivision 
property line, with all airport 
trees destroyed, leaving 
no buffer nor room for an 
effective buffer. Using the also 
recently stealthily extended 
15/33 runway configuration, 
all Allegiant traffic now roars 
directly over Ventura Lakes, at 
shingle ripping treetop level, 
as the passengers (literally) 
wave and toast us with a their 
coffees.

Supreme Court should 
order a new election
Editor:

Do as I say, not as I do! 
Tyrannical dictators can
operate at any level of  society, 
from a spouse, supervisor, 
law enforcement, elected and
unelected government official, 
all the way to the White House.

After two years enduring 
some degree of  lock down, 
dependent upon your governing 
official’s belief  in the empower-
ment of: “never let a crisis go to 
waste;” will we recover our full
rights granted as Americans?

How many realize the major 
media outlet: New York Times
finally confirmed the Hunter 
Biden laptop article was verified
to be true, as was originally re-
ported by the New York Post in
October 2020. How many of you
Biden voters, knowing that to be 
fact, would still vote for Biden if
the election were today?

A poll was taken in 2020 after 
the election when more people 
became aware of  the possible
truth and of  the Democrats
who admitted voting for Biden,
one in six said they would not
have voted for him. For the last
14 months an imposter, illegit-
imate, illegally elected person
has been residing in the Oval 
Office, allowed to pick cabinet
members, judicial appointees 
and represent himself  as the 
President domestically and 
internationally.

The Supreme Court should 
convene immediately with the 
sole purpose of  acknowledging 
the story, being indisputable, 
promptly set a date for a new
Presidential election, before
Biden can bring any more 
irreversible harm to our 
country and its citizenry; or 
lying, cheating, and stealing
will become the accepted norm 
in future Presidential elections.

Richard C. Russell
Port Charlotte

Punta Gorda AirportAi
will devour the city
Editor:

The Punta Gorda Airport 
monster is on the move. The 
once-peaceful airport is being 
grown to support the egos of  
the local self-styled “movers 
and shakers,” who resolutely 
intend it supersized for their 
version of  “growth.” That 

There’s no way those aircraft 
can be adhering to altitude 
minimums, let alone noise 
abatement considerations. Just 
yesterday, Jones Loop LLC was 
“induced” to forfeit future 
residents’ right to sue for noise 
issues in exchange for the 
zoning change to allow building. 
Next step will be 
“annexations” and eminent 
domain actions to “quietly” 
abate the very problem our 
politicos created by growing the 
airport and displacing us pesky 
retirees.

The airport will devour Punta 
Gorda, doomed as a retirement 
community. “Won’t affect me,” 
you say? Dream on. The Boeing 
Dreamliners are soon to roar 
over you, too …unless a bunch 
of politicians are fired.

George Fallenbeck 
Punta Gorda

Alexandria
Highlight

Emily
Highlight
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Also, there was “in-
creased risk of  injury 
or accident with alcohol 
in or around the water, 
even if  swimming is not
included,” a Parks division
report stated.

“It just wasn’t the right 
thing,” Langdon added.

City Parks management 
ran comparisons of  a Cape
Coral waterpark, commis-
sioned a survey, assessed 
costs for staff and public 
safety. Results favored
after-hours alcohol sales, 

survey respondents 
willing to pay $20 to partic-
ipate, figures showed.

Only expanded pool
hours, trivia events and 
live music placed ahead 
of  beer/wine sales in 
that survey, with catered
events, dancing, child-care
and karaoke down the list.

The Parks division
returns this budget 
cycle with after-hours’ 
waterpark plan, “as the
commission directs,” 
spokesperson Laura Ansel
said.

Email: craig.garrett@
yoursun.com

BOOZE
FROM PAGE 1B

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Parrotheads, veterans and the 
Punta Gorda Fire Department.

What could these three 
groups have in common?

Parrotheads and the Punta 
Gorda Fire Department will 
be teaming up to help some 
veterans travel to Washington, 
D.C.

The Southwest Florida Honor
Flight, a branch of  the parent 
Honor Flight organization, will 
be taking 80 veterans, includ-
ing six who served in World 
War II, to visit memorials in 
Washington in May.

They will be flying from the 
Punta Gorda Airport.

Each veteran will take a 
guardian assigned to them for 
the day trip.

“This event could not happen 
without the help of  many vol-
unteers, who donate their time 
and energy to organize and car-
ry out the group’s experience,” 
said Chris Lockwood, member 
of  the Parrothead Club, a 
not-for-profit group dedicated to 
tropical rock music, especially 
that of  Jimmy Buffet, as well as 

community service.
“These volunteers must also 

raise the funds needed to pay 
for food and transportation,” 
he said.

Parrotheads stepped up and 
raised $4,500 in cash to benefit 
the Southwest Florida Honor 
Flight.

Then, when the Honor Flight 
directors realized they needed 
to provide four emergency med-
ical technicians for the group 
— one per bus while on tour in 
Washington — Parrothead club 
president, Jerry York, had an 
idea.

Since the club works with the 
Punta Gorda Fire Department 
on the Christmas Cheer 
Charity event each year, York 

reached out to Jennifer Molnar, 
City Fire Marshal, to see if  the 
PGFD could help.

PGFD agreed and is pro-
viding the required EMT 
personnel, with the Parrothead 
Club agreeing to fund the four 
additional tickets.

A check was recently 
presented to the Southwest 
Florida Honor Flight by the 
Parrothead Club. Punta Gorda 

Fire Marshal Jennifer Molnar 
and Fire Chief  Ray Briggs took 
part in the presentation.

“When organizations com-
prised of  charitable individuals 
pull together for the benefit 
of  individuals like our vet-
erans, great things happen,” 
Lockwood said.

“These veterans are so 
deserving of  this recognition 
and Punta Gorda citizens 

should be proud to be a part of  
a community that appreciates 
and honors them this way,” he 
said.

For more information 
about the Southwest Florida 
Parrothead Club, visit www.
SWFLPHC.com, or www.
facebook.com/SWFLPHC.

Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.
com

Parrotheads team up with fire chief to help veterans
Concert planned  

to benefit  

Honor Flight

PHOTO PROVIDED

Front row from left: Penny Fahrbach, Rick Butler, Patti Butler, Meredith Zinn. Second row: 
Jennifer Molnar, Bev Iredale, Ray Wetmore, Jerry York, Ken Reinhardt and Suzie Rinehardt, Chris 
Lockwood and Ray Briggs.

The Victory Dolls
The Victory Dolls will put 

on an Andrews Sisters-style 

USO show at a fundraiser 

at 7 p.m. Friday at the Gulf 

Theater at the Military 

Heritage Museum, 900 W. 

Marion Ave., Punta Gorda. For 

tickets, go to www.gulftheater.

org or email ijames@

militaryheritagemuseum.org 

or call 941-205-8545.

To sign up for an Honor 

Flight, contact Meredith Zinn 

at 941-914-4071 or email 

swflhonorflight@gmail.com.

The county is eyeing
two additional properties,
one of  which had been the 
Grande Tours Kayak and
Paddleboard Center and 
the second an 11-acre res-
idential property abutting 
Coral Creek Bridge.

Acquiring those proper-
ties might prove “a much 
harder climb” for the 
county, Truex suggested.

Because the prices 
exceeded the appraised 
values by more than 40%,
the acquisition needed 
at least four commission
votes, a super majority, 
and each property had to 
be considered separately.

Also, commissioners
agreed to deduct $17,500
for the acquisition of  the 
12555 property, allowing 

the owner to continue 
living in his home for a 
year.

The commission may
have voted unanimously, 
but it was a vote that saw
some debate.

“I want to be clear, 
this is not a ‘need,’ it’s a 
‘want’ — it’s an opportu-
nity buy,” Commissioner
Joseph Tisco said, recog-
nizing its future value to 
Charlotte County. “This 
is an example of  why we
need impact fees for new 
growth.”

Tisco forewarned his 
fellow commissioners he
will press hard for the
county to reinstate parks
and recreational impact
fees that could be used
to offset the costs for the
Coral Creek purchases.

He was also somewhat
disappointed no nonprofit 
or other entity from the

private sector — as was
originally suggested — 
stepped forward to help
offset the costs for the
county.

Commissioner Chris 
Constance had another 
fiscal strategy in mind. 
He suggested the county 
sell off its Bachman tract
on Veterans Highway, 
a portion of  which was
identified for affordable 
workforce housing.

Constance had been 
the lone dissenting voice
four years ago when the
commission voted to enter
a public-private part-
nership plan involving 
some 40 acres of  67.5-
acre Bachman tract for
affordable housing.

A better model for
affordable housing,
Constance suggested 
Tuesday, is how owners
of  Sharky’s Restaurant
in Venice intend to build 
its own housing for its 
employees.

Public support for the
acquisition of  the Placida 
parcels is strong, especial-
ly in West County.

After The Daily Sun 
first published articles on
the proposed acquisition
Feb. 16 and Feb. 18, Truex 
said his fellow Lemon Bay 
Sunrise Rotary members
voiced their strong sup-
port for the acquisition.

Commissioners heard
additional public support 
Tuesday.

“My friends and neigh-
bors are excited about
this purchase,” said Percy 
Angelo, a board member 
of  the grassroots Friends 
of  Cape Haze community 
activist group in Placida.
“It will go very far in 
protecting Coral Creek.”

As far as what’s next
for the two remaining
properties, Truex replied 
to an email Wednesday.

“The next steps are
to organize the people 
that can assist in raising

money for the next two 
parcels, contact the 
representatives of  the 
properties and see what
type of  cooperation they
may be up to,” he stated.

The challenge for the
county, Truex said, is to 
purchase the remaining
two properties before 
someone in the private
sector scarfs them up and 
develops them.

Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com

PROPERTY
FROM PAGE 1B

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

ARCADIA — DeSoto 
County’s 18th annual Pioneer 
Day & BBQ returns Saturday 
to commemorate the area’s 
history and heritage.

“Celebrating Florida’s 
past helps us remember how 
we arrived in the present 
and guides us to where we
are going,” DeSoto County 
Historical Society historian 
Carol Mahler said.

The event runs from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Turner Agri-
Civic Center, 2250 N.E. Roan 
St., Arcadia, with a $5 parking 
charge.

“Our appreciation for our 
past fosters a sense of  pride 
that helps us invest ourselves 
and our resources in our 
community,” Mahler said.

The Turner Center stage 
will have entertainment all 
day from local musicians like 
John Bois, Dennis Mader, Luke 
Wilson, Rita Youngman — a 

member of  the Seminole Tribe 
of  Florida — and more.

The family friendly event 
will feature the Antique 
Tractor and Hit & Miss Engine 

Show, sponsored by the 
Arcadia American Legion.

Barbecue will be available,
as well as other food vendors 
selling smoothies, hamburgers, 
hot dogs and sausages, kettle 
corn and more.

Demonstrators will show 
off their pioneer skills in 
wood carving and crafting, 
toy making, tatting, rag-rug 
making, quilting, butter 
churning and more.

Remembering those skills 
and crafts help modern 
generations appreciate today’s 
conveniences, Mahler said.

“It may also help us in 
situations when we don’t have
access to those conveniences, 
such as the aftermath of  a 
hurricane,” she added.

Actors will also be on 
site portraying some of
DeSoto County’s “legendary 
characters.”

“Two of  them will make an 
appearance at Pioneer Day,” 
she said. “Arcadia Albritton 
Coker, who had a town named 
for her because she baked a 

cake, and Acrefoot Johnson, 
who delivered the mail by 
walking between Fort Ogden 
and Fort Meade — about 60 
miles in one day.”

Mahler said they will 
showcase the fire that led to 
Arcadia’s historic downtown.

“The city of  Arcadia’s 
beautiful historic downtown 
is the result of  a tragedy — 
the Thanksgiving Day 1905 
fire — and we’ll have a display 
about that event that includes 
Arcadia’s classic LaFrance 
fire truck, plus a fire hose 
demonstration.”

More events and pieces 
of  local history will also be 
displayed throughout the 
event.

For more information, go to
HistoricDeSoto.org or find them
on Facebook at Facebook.com/
DesotoCountyHistoricalSociety.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

DeSoto Pioneer Day brings history back to life
Annual event  

kicks off Saturday 

in Arcadia

PHOTO PROVIDED

A quilt display during the 17th Annual Pioneer Day & BBQ 
in Arcadia. The event, and the quilts, return Saturday at the 
Turner Agri-Civic Center in Arcadia.
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ZUSMAN EYE CARE CENTER

We Welcome
Dr. Solano

941-624-4500
www.zusmaneyecarecenter.comDaniel Solano, D.O.

Now Accepting New Patients

Se habla espanol
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� NO waiting period 
� Affordable price
� 70% to 100% coverage on Benefi ts 
� Low Low Monthly Rates
� Basic, Restorative and Major services
 covered immediately

Services covered at 
70% up to $5000 annually 

Outstanding network Call Walt Roberts for 
an immediate quote

941-275-0762

At Last Affordable 
Comprehensive 
Dental Insurance

 or E Mail us at
 wrapa7312@gmail.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon-Sun 8am-5pm
Dedicated to customer satisfaction

(287 South Indiana Ave. • Next to shell gas station)
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W/THIS 
AD ONLY

$4 OFF
Crown 

Jewel Wash

Car Wash & Detail Center

941-681-2167 • www.englewoodcarwash.us.com

Exp: 3/30/22

SENIORS 

ARE OUR 

SPECIALTY

NEW LOW COST DENTURES
DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic • Nitrous Oxide

• Dentures & One Day Repair
• LASER PERIODONTAL THERAPY™

New Patients 

Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A (Behind Post Offi ce) • Port Charlottead
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Charlotte 
Technical College’s Aviation 
Airframe Mechanics program 
students will have to return 
to the classroom in August 
after “gaps” were discovered 
in the course curriculum, CTC 
Director Deelynn Bennett said

Now, instead of  finishing 
the program June 23, students 
enrolled in the program will 
have to return to the classroom 
to finish coursework which did 
not meet FAA standards.

Their new finish date will be 
in November.

Bennett said when the curric-
ulum and student progress was 

submitted to the 
FAA, the agency 
informed the 
school that all the 
requirements for 
the program were 
not being met.

“We have had 
several visits
from the FAA 
that have been 

helpful in providing additional 
guidance,” Bennett said.

The current class has 43 
students between two classes, 
Airframe I and Airframe 
II, which have two full-time 
instructors and three adjunct 
professors, Bennett said.

So far, the students have com-
pleted 900 hours. The program 
constitutes 1,350 hours, and in 
November the students will have 
gone beyond that, she said.

“We are pulling back the reins 
and slowing down,” Bennett 
said. “If  we missed things, we 
have to reteach it, and it has 

CTC aviation program students need more hours
FAA tells school not all requirements are being met

SUN FILE PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Chris Ferrentino and Keegan Cox discuss details about the 
wind intake system with Mick Thorstenson, a private pilot, 
at the grand reveal of Charlotte Technical College’s Aviation 
Maintenance Technician School at the Punta Gorda Airport in 
September, 2021.

BENNETT

SEE PROGRAM, 4A
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the newest district map,
because voting districts
were recently updated as
required following the 
2020 census.

The Airport Authority
consists of  fi ve members 
— one representing each 
district in Charlotte
County — and oversees 
the Punta Gorda Airport.

The State Attorney’s 
offi  ce alleges Herston 
never lived in District 
5, which is made up of  
portions of  Charlotte
Harbor and central Port 
Charlotte.

Authority Chair Rob 
Hancik told The Daily 
Sun that it “is not an
airport issue at this
time.”

“Until this thing 
unfolds, it’s an election 
thing,” he said.

Airport 
Communications
Director Kaley Miller
told The Daily Sun
the airport will not be 
making a statement at 
this time.

Following an inves-
tigation by the State
Attorney’s Offi  ce, 
Herston was charged 
with one count each
of  unauthorized or 
unlawful acts related
to driver’s license or 
identifi cation card
and criminal use of  
personal identifi cation
information.

Both are third-degree
felonies. He was also 
charged with two counts
of  perjury, both fi rst-de-
gree misdemeanors.

“Anyone holding a 
public office must follow 
the law and maintain
public confi dence in
their role in the commu-
nity, to do anything less 

is to erode public trust 
in the political process,” 
said State Attorney 
Amira Fox. “Election 
rules and State laws are 
in place to assure the
political system is just 
and fair.”

Herston is being held 
at Charlotte County Jail
with a $10,000 bond.

Charlotte County
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce Public 
Information Offi  cer 
Claudette Smith told 
The Daily Sun the State
Attorney’s Offi  ce con-
ducted the investigation.

“The only involvement 
CCSO had was his arrest
on the SAO warrant,” 
she added.

He will appear in court 
on a fi rst appearance 
Friday.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

CRIMES
FROM PAGE 1A

Raton and St. Regis 
Residences in Miami.

“We endeavor to 
establish a relaxed and 
sophisticated community 
with a level of  hospitality 
that has a transforma-
tive eff ect on everyday 
life and benefi ts the 
long-term well-being of
its residents,” Integra 
Investment principal 

Victor Ballestas told the 
Fort Myers News-Press. 
“Our hope is to create a 
community that becomes 
an intergenerational 
legacy for families to 
enjoy together.”

Other amenities 
include an 11,000-square-
foot spa, a club house, 
resident lounge and 
full-service restaurant.

Among those features, 
Feinberg is keeping his 
promise to his wife.

Cookie Potter-Feinberg 

is an avid bridge player 
with the Boca Grande 
bridge club. Bridge play-
ers on the island have 
no regular location in 
which to play. Feinberg is 
working on the contract 
that will give a perma-
nent home for the bridge 
club. 

In December, the 
Charlotte County 
commissioners voted 
unanimously approving 
Feinberg’s plans for the 
mixed-use complex.

RESORT
FROM PAGE 1A

RENDERING PROVIDED

Integra’s master plan drawing for Banyan Gasparilla Sound, former home of the Placida fi shery.

to be taught to every 
student.”

She said the school’s 
goal is for the students 
to satisfy the require-
ments and to “have a 
100% pass rate.”

Bennett said the 
Aviation Airframe 
Mechanics program, 
which operates on Punta 
Gorda Airport property, 
is a new school in its 
fi rst year.

“We have had to make 
adjustments,” she said.

One of  the glitches 
found was in timing, 
Bennett said. She gave 
an example in which a 
student might not have 
fi nished a project, as the 

curriculum required 
10 hours for it. But it 
actually took longer 
which was refl ected 
in the student’s grade. 
Therefore, an adjust-
ment had to be made, 
allowing more time for 
the project portion of  
the course.

Bennett said she is not 
involved in overseeing 
curriculum at CTC. Its 
program manager is 
Stephen Nowell.

On Thursday, students 
were informed they 
would have to return 
to class in August to 
complete the missing 
requirements.

Bennett said the 
school will be working 
with students through 
June 23 to complete the 
missing competencies. 

In August, Airframe II 
will start.

“We want a 100% pass 
rate for the airframe 
exam in November,” she 
said.

Bennett said, in the 
inaugural year of  the 
Aviation Airframe 
Mechanics program, the 
school has learned a lot.

She said she didn’t 
know of  any students 
who would be dropping 
out of  the program 
or who would ask for 
refunds because of  the 
delay in fi nishing their 
coursework.

Rumors were circu-
lating Thursday the 
program was shutting 
down.

“We have not closed 
the program. We will 
fi nish and we’ll fi nish 
strong,” Bennett said.

PROGRAM
FROM PAGE 1A

April 2, 2022
7pm

Charlotte Performing Arts Center (Char HS)
701 Carmalita Street

Punta Gorda, FL 33950
To order tickets visit: 

SunEvents.com
or call  

941-207-1038
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Talk turned heated 
Tuesday during a Charlotte County Airport 
Authority workshop on airspace easements at 
Punta Gorda Airport.

“We need to cool things 
off,” Airport Authority 
Commissioner Paul Andrews 
said after the discussion 
slipped into verbal confronta-
tion between Commissioner 
Vanessa Oliver and 
Commission Chair Robert 
Hancik.

“This is a dead subject and 
I don’t think we need to keep 
digging this hole,” Hancik 
said, referring to comments 
he made on airspace avigation 
easements and Punta Gorda 
rezoning stipulations during 
a Feb. 16 Punta Gorda City 
Council meeting.

As Oliver responded, Hancik 
interrupted, adding he wanted 
to close the subject.

But Oliver kept going.
“You want to silence me 

because you don’t agree with 
what I’m saying,” Oliver said. 
“I’m as elected as you are.”

At the Feb. 16 meeting, 
Hancik suggested the City 
Council include a condition 

to its rezoning approval that would require 
developer Jones Loop Road LLC to grant an 
avigation easement to the airport.

An avigation easement provides the right of  
an aircraft to cause noise with the aim of  pre-
venting lawsuits from nearby communities.

In a Feb. 18 letter, City Attorney David 
Levin advised the City Council that the 
airport is responsible for negotiating airport 

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B 

By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — The Englewood 
Community Redevelopment advisory 
board put an end to one small debate.

After considering other names the 
public suggested for the plaza at plaza at
325 W. Dearborn St., the advisory board 
voted to recommend a name to the 
Sarasota County Commission.

Pioneer Plaza.
The plaza, which has been home to 

the Englewood Farmers Market, the 
F.A.M.E. concerts, and multiple festi-
vals, has never had an official name.
Most people have been calling it Pioneer 
Plaza or Dearborn Plaza.

Other suggestions that people

submitted prior to Thursday’s meeting
included Paradise Plaza, Freedom Plaza
and Calusa Plaza, named for the Native 
Americans who once populated the area
that’s now Englewood.

Others suggested it be named for
the pioneering Goff family, real estate
broker Leah Lashbury, and Pat Knox
who has helped care for the less-fortu-
nate in Englewood mostly through the
St. David’s Jubilee Center.

Now it will be up to Sarasota County
commissioners to the final decision on 
the official name.

The plaza remains closed while work-
ers are finishing building permeable 
pathways, a permanent band shell and 
restrooms.

County officials plan an official ribbon
cutting at 9:30 a.m. May 20 at the plaza.

ANOTHER DETOUR
After seeing 30 or more vehicles lined

up and cutting through the Elsie Quirk 
Library parking lot, a new detour along 

Englewood Board: Call it Pioneer Plaza
Decision on naming 

public gathering place 

is now up to Sarasota

County Commissioners

SUN PHOTO BY CHRIS PORTER

As construction nears completion at Englewood’s plaza on West Dearborn 
Street, members of the Community Redevelopement Agency’s board 
recommend it be called Pioneer Plaza. Sarasota County Commissioners have
the final say.SEE PLAZA, 3B

ANDREWS

OLIVER

HANCIK

Authority 
members 

quarrel over 
easement 

debate
Hancik: ‘This is 

a dead subject’

SEE QUARREL, 3B
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE 
— The Manchester
Waterway Civic
Association has
organized a waterway 
cleanup Saturday and
hopes for more boaters
to join.

The Manchester
Waterway runs along 
the western edge of  Port 
Charlotte, connecting to 
both Charlotte Harbor
and the Myakka River.

The cleanup event 
runs from from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday with 
volunteers meeting at 
17087 Ohara Drive, Port 
Charlotte.

Participants can 
register at the home and

dock. They will receive
materials to assist with
the cleanup, as well as 
a free “Keep Charlotte
Beautiful” T-shirt.

MWCA, an all-volun-
teer private foundation,
has teamed with Keep 
Charlotte Beautiful
for the second annual 
cleanup event.

MWCA representative 
Jim Robinson told The 
Daily Sun that volunteers 
do not have to be mem-
bers of  the civic associa-
tion to participate.

“All are welcome,” he
said. “Just stop by the 
pickup location between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. with a
boat, kayak or other wa-
tercraft and instructions 
will be given.”

The Manchester Water, 
Como Waterway and all 
of  the connecting canals 
will be the focus of  the 
cleanup.

“We have been conduct-
ing monthly water quality
checks for more than the 
past 24 months which 
have consistently indicat-
ed that the quality of  the 
water in the Manchester
is good,” Robinson said.
“The cleanup Saturday is
in keeping with our long 
standing commitment 
to keeping the waterway 
environmentally and
ecologically healthy.”

Charlotte County will
be providing a dumpster 
and other collection 
materials for the cleanup.

“We hope to fi ll that 
Dumpster to its capacity,” 
Robinson said.

For more information,
contact Robinson at 
317-997-5267, or go to
the MWCA website, 
ManchesterWaterway.org, 
or the group’s Facebook 
page, Facebook.com/
ManchesterWateray

CivicAssociation.
“Keeping our waterway 

clean and litter free is 
very important to our 
organization and all of
our members because 

we take such pride in
the health and beauty of  
our waterway,” Robinson 
said. “I believe it would
be great if  more organi-
zations would partake in

similar events throughout
the city and county.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Manchester Waterway cleanup set for Saturday
‘All volunteers 

are welcome’

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Manchester Waterway Civic Association has organized a waterway cleanup 
Saturday. This is their second annual cleanup. For last year’s event, volunteers 
took part in an any watercraft they prefer, including kayaks.

easements, not local governments.
At a March 16 meeting, the 

City Council approved Jones 
Loop LLC’s request — without an 
easement condition — to rezone 
an area south of  Jones Loop 
Road to a planned development 
which includes residential and 
commercial aspects.

Previously, portions of  the area 
were zoned highway commercial 
but were never developed, 
while other parts were already 
residential.

The developer has since agreed 
to grant the avigation easement to 
the airport.

Oliver spoke out against 
Hancik’s comments during 
a Feb. 24 authority meeting, 
stating it was unconstitutional 
to “not grant a requested zoning 

request unless they grant us this 
avigation easement.”

At Tuesday’s workshop, she 
added the Airport Authority 
should have been apprised of  the 
situation ahead of  time.

“We had no idea that this was 
coming up and was an issue,” 
Oliver said. “We’re the board. We 
need to be apprised when we’re 
dealing with other governmental 
entities and requesting them to do 
things.”

At the workshop, Hancik said 
his Feb. 16 comments had been 
“distorted” and “fabricated.”

“My statement before the City 
Council was to inform them 
that a zoning change from the 
commercial to residential could 
have consequences for the city 
and the airport,” he said.

Punta Gorda City Council 
Member Mark Kuharski told The 
Daily Sun that the rezoning was 
mischaracterized.

“Before we recently annexed 
this property, it was zoned 
single-family residential fi ve 
in the county so it was always 
residential,” Kuharski said. “All 
we’re doing is rezoning it as 
a planned development. They 
mischaracterized this when they 
say it goes from commercial to 
residential.”

Airport consultant and attorney 
Peter Kirsch told the Airport 
Authority on Tuesday that local 
governments could include 
avigation easement conditions 
when rezoning is involved.

Commissioners cannot 
make offi  cial decisions during 
workshops. However, the airport’s 
policy regarding avigation 
easements will be addressed at a 
future authority meeting.

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com
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$125
ANYTIME

941-423-6955
www.heroncreekgcc.com  

Heron Creek Blvd North Port FL 34287 
Sumter Blvd Between US41 & I-75, Exit 182

Hurry! Off er expires:
 Monday, March 28th

Aft er 12:30  $99
Aft er 1:00  $89
Aft er 1:45  $79

*Excludes Friday

Rolex
Watches

Buy, Sell & Repair
Large Selection

of Diamond
Bezels & Dials

WESTCHESTER GOLD & DIAMONDS
4200-F TAMIAMI TRAIL, PORT CHARLOTTE

(BEHIND ABC LIQUORS)

941-625-0666
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Saturday 10:30 - 4 p.m.

In business over 41 years

Not affi liated with Rolex

adno=3834223-1

CHARLOTTECHARLOTTE

**OFICIAL**

ANUNCIO DE 
ELECCIONES GENERALES
Yo, Laurel M. Lee, Secretaria de Estado del Estado de Florida, 
por el presente anuncio que se llevarán a cabo ELECCIONES 
GENERALES en el Condado de DESOTO, Estado de Florida, el día 
ocho de NOVIEMBRE de 2022, d.C. para determinar la ocupación 
de los siguientes cargos:

Senador de los Estados Unidos 
Representante en el Congreso 
Gabinete del Estado de Florida – Gobernador
Gabinete del Estado de Florida – Vicegobernador 
Gabinete del Estado de Florida – Procurador General 
Gabinete del Estado de Florida – Funcionario Principal de Finanzas
Gabinete del Estado de Florida – Comisionado de Agricultura 
Senador estatal
Representante estatal

JJuez de circuito judicial, Tribunal del duodécimo circuito judicial: 
Agrupaciones  2, 11 y 22 
Junta escolar: Distritos 1, 4 y 5
Comisionado del condado: Distritos 1, 2, 4 y 5

Peace River Soil and Water Conservation District: Agrupaciones 1, 
2, 3 y 5

adno=3838511-1adno=3838510-1

**OFFICIAL**

NOTICE OF GENERAL
ELECTION

I, Laurel M. Lee, Secretary of State of the State of 
Florida, do hereby give notice that a GENERAL 
ELECTION will be held in DESOTO County, State 
of Florida, on the Eighth Day of NOVEMBER, 2022, 
A.D., to fi ll the following offi ces:

United States Senator 
Representative in Congress 
Florida Cabinet - Governor
Florida Cabinet - Lieutenant Governor
Florida Cabinet - Attorney General
Florida Cabinet - Chief Financial Offi cer
Florida Cabinet - Commissioner of Agriculture
State Senator
State Representative
Circuit Judge, Twelfth Judicial Circuit: Groups 2, 11 
and 22 
School Board: Districts 1, 4 and 5
County Commissioner: Districts 1, 2, 4 and 5
Peace River Soil and Water Conservation District: 
Groups 1, 2, 3 and 5



From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: New distribution center coming to Punta Gorda Airport Park 

NEWS 

NEW 120,000-SQUARE-FOOT DISTRIBUTION CENTER COMING TO PUNTA GORDA 
AIRPORT PARK  

MK Architecture has been awarded the architectural design for a new 120,000-square-foot distribution 
warehouse building by Zahra LLC. The facility will be located on Duffie Drive at the Punta Gorda 
Enterprise Charlotte Airport Park. This project will be a distribution warehouse with 18 truck bays as well 
as executive offices. MK Architecture specializes in commercial, multifamily and hospitality architecture 
with offices in Fort Myers, Naples and Lexington, Kentucky 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com


CHARLOTTE COUNTY, Fla. — Anyone driving a car is always aware of when road construction hits. 

Merging into tighter space on highways, navigating detours through cities. Airline passengers may not 
always notice construction when they're on the tarmac, ready to take off or just in moments after landing. 

People around Punta Gorda Airport, in Charlotte County, certainly do. 

The airport is closing its longest runway, 4/22, nearly 7,200 feet for renovations for the entire year. 

This means that all traffic is shifted to runway 15/33, about 1,000 feet shorter and also moving the take-
offs and landings over neighborhoods north and south of the airport. 

Here is the master plan at PGD, according to Miller: 
- Adding more commercial airline parking spots. Miller said Punta Gorda has room for "about ten" spaces
for planes from Allegiant or Sun Country. Passengers at PGD travel from the gate, onto the tarmac, and
up ramps to board the aircraft. Miller said the airport will look to add two more spaces.
- This will also allow more time to add room to the terminal itself at Punta Gorda. In 2013, the airport
reported more than 333,000 passengers. In 2019, that figure surpassed 1.6 million.
- To make room for two more parking spaces, Miller said the construction of runway 4/22 would also
allow private and general aviation aircraft to shift from directly south of the terminal to a place across the
runways, to the eastern end of runway 4.As the work of rebuilding a runway marches on for 2022, the
constant noise at the ends of runway 15/33 fill some of the neighborhoods.

People we spoke with, in a three-block stretch off Jones Loop Road, talked about the aircraft, large and 
small but always with some sound, overhead. They didn't want to go on-camera with FOX 4 but did stress 
how frequent the noise is. 

Our friends in Harbor Heights, parts of Port Charlotte and Deep Creek have seen lots of takeoffs and 
landings," said Miller. "Rest assured, things will go back to how they were in 2021 when (the 4/22 
runway) re-opens in 2023." 

The airport's website said commercial traffic will use 4/22 as first priority or takeoffs and landings once 
the work is complete, with 15/33 to relieve traffic or due to weather conditions. 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/punta-gorda-airport-navigates-busy-march-with-single-
runway 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/punta-gorda-airport-navigates-busy-march-with-single-runway
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/punta-gorda-airport-navigates-busy-march-with-single-runway


PUNTA GORDA — James Walker Herston, vice chair of the Charlotte County Airport Authority, has 
been arrested on charges of election fraud, allegedly saying he lived in a district he didn’t reside in. 

Herston, elected as a board member representing District 5, is accused of falsifying election documents by 
misrepresenting to voters he lived in District 5. The by-laws of the Charlotte County Airport Authority 
require that each commissioner must reside in the district from which the candidate seeks election for at 
least six months immediately before the time of qualification to run for the seat, according to a statement 
from State Attorney’s Office in the 20th District, which covers Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry and 
Lee counties. 

Authorities allege that Herston, 69, a Republican who won his seat in 2020 in an unopposed election, 
never lived in District 5. 

Following an investigation by the State Attorney’s Office, Herston was charged with one count each of 
unauthorized or unlawful acts related to driver’s license or identification card and criminal use of personal 
identification information, both third-degree felonies. He was also charged with two counts of perjury, 
both first-degree misdemeanors. Herston was booked March 24 and released, bonded out, later that day, 
according to the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office. 

“Anyone holding a public office must follow the law and maintain public confidence in their role in the 
community, to do anything less is to erode public trust in the political process,” State Attorney Amira Fox 
says in the statement. “Election rules and state laws are in place to assure the political system is just and 
fair.” 



Herston, according to his LinkedIn profile, is president and CEO of Herston Engineering Services. His 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s booking report lists his occupation as civil engineer. As of March 29, his 
photo still appeared as on the authority’s website as one of the five commissioners. An airport 
spokeswoman, in a March 29 response to Business Observer questions about  Herston's status, says the 
authority is "awaiting further information" and has no official statement. 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority operates as an enterprise fund, totally supported by revenue 
generated from their operations such as rental car concession revenue, parking, fuel sales, hangar leases, 
building and land leases. The authority exercises authority over the 2,000-acre boundary of the Punta 
Gorda Airport. It has five commissioners elected at large by the citizens of Charlotte County; one from 
each of the five districts of the county, each serving four-year terms. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/charlotte-county-airport-authority-vice-chair-charged-with-election-
fraud?utm_source=Daily+Brief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DB+3.30.22 

 

 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/charlotte-county-airport-authority-vice-chair-charged-with-election-fraud?utm_source=Daily+Brief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DB+3.30.22
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/charlotte-county-airport-authority-vice-chair-charged-with-election-fraud?utm_source=Daily+Brief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DB+3.30.22
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More than 20 flights from a Southwest Florida airport to one in North Carolina were canceled, leaving 
many travelers with few options. Flights from Allegiant Air out of Punta Gorda were canceled, and the 
airline’s response to WINK News’ inquiry as to why this happened was the same one heard from several 
stores and restaurants: “We can’t find enough people to work.” 
 
As a result of this labor shortage, Allegiant canceled just about every flight out of Punta Gorda to Raleigh, 
North Carolina, in May, creating chaos for some families. Brian Freeman has looked forward to his 
daughter’s wedding practically since the day she was born. The wedding isn’t happening in Southwest 
Florida but instead in Greensboro, North Carolina, in May. Freeman bought his plane tickets last month, 
but then he got a text saying Allegiant Airlines canceled his and his wife’s flights. 
 
“We received each two text messages indicating that both of our flights had been canceled. You can 
imagine the panic that my wife went through when we read this,” Freeman said. 
 
Freeman and his wife regularly fly with Allegiant. 
 
“We’ve never had a flight canceled in advance,” he said. 
 
Freeman, sadly, has company. Allegiant Airlines confirmed that it has canceled all but one flight out of 
Punta Gorda to Raleigh in May, claiming there’s been an unprecedented labor shortage. Allegiant says the 
airline is offering extra incentives to attract and retain employees. That’s great for Allegiant, but doesn’t 
help Freeman get to his daughter’s wedding. 
 
“The timing is bad because this is the time of year that all these snowbirds are heading back north. And I 
guess a lot of them depend on these airlines to get through,” said Freeman. “So, whether it’s staff, 
gasoline, maybe it’s the fuel for the jets that’s costing more. Whatever the reason, it sure is inconvenient.” 
 
Allegiant says it canceled the flights now to give passengers enough time to make other arrangements. 
Freeman says he was able to do just that. 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2022/03/29/allegiant-canceling-flights-out-of-punta-gorda/ 

https://www.winknews.com/2022/03/29/allegiant-canceling-flights-out-of-punta-gorda/
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GREEN, Ohio (WJW) – Allegiant has a new nonstop service rolling out at the Akron-Canton 
Airport (CAK) this week. 

Allegiant is offering one-way fares on four new routes, all under $50. 

New service from Akron-Canton Airport includes: 

• Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning March 2, 2022 with fares as 
low as $33. 

• Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – beginning March 3, 2022 
with fares as low as $37. 

• Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV) – beginning March 3, 
2022 with fares as low as $44. 

• St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) – beginning March 4, 
2022 with fares as low as $33. 

“Demand for travel is high in Northeast Ohio and the Akron-Canton Airport is an ideal complement to 
our network and business model,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and 
planning. 

“We’re thrilled to offer our customers new, affordable options for planning their trips to the Sunshine 
State and the Peach State. We think area travelers will enjoy our nonstop flights – without the hassle of 
layovers or connections.” 

The flights have to be purchased this week to get the low fares. 

The new flights will be offered twice weekly. 

You can check out fares and flight schedules here. 

https://www.wdtn.com/news/ohio/allegiant-launches-new-flights-from-akron-for-under-50/ 
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https://www.wdtn.com/news/ohio/allegiant-launches-new-flights-from-akron-for-under-50/
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AKRON, Ohio — Allegiant Airlines announced it will begin offering nonstop service to four cities from 
Akron Canton Airport. 

The airline is celebrating with one-way fares on the new routes for as low as $33. 

New service from Akron-Canton Airport includes: 

1. Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning March 2, 2022 with fares as
low as $33.*

2. Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – beginning March 3, 2022
with fares as low as $37.*

3. Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV) – beginning March 3,
2022 with fares as low as $44.*

4. St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) – beginning March 4,
2022 with fares as low as $33.*

*Flights for CAK-PGD must be purchased by March 4 for travel by May 22. Flights for CAK-SRQ and
CAK-SAV must be purchased by March 5 fr travel by June 8. Flights for CAK-PIE must be purchased by
March 6 by May 16.

The new flights will fly twice a week. 

“Demand for travel is high in Northeast Ohio and the Akron-Canton Airport is an ideal complement to 
our network and business model,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and 
planning, in a news release. “We’re thrilled to offer our customers new, affordable options for planning 
their trips to the Sunshine State and the Peach State. We think area travelers will enjoy our nonstop flights 
– without the hassle of layovers or connections.”

https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/akron-canton-news/allegiant-adds-nonstop-service-
from-akron-canton-to-four-cities-with-fare-as-low-as-33 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Excitement is building in Port Charlotte as Floridians eagerly await the arrival of a huge new hospitality 
scheme. 
 

A milestone opening 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, set to become the first newbuild resort with over 300 rooms to open 
in Southwest Florida in more than 13 years, has begun taking guest reservations from May 2023. 
Allegiant Travel Company’s first full resort experience will incorporate a staggering 785 keys, including 
189 luxury suites. 
“We could not be more excited to open up reservations for our future guests,” said Sunseeker Resorts 
executive vice president and chief operating officer Micah Richins. “This project is the culmination of 
years of brainstorming, planning and constructing a property that will undoubtedly elevate Floridian 
hospitality. 
“With dynamic culinary offerings, well-curated guest activities and a world-class golf course, we look 
forward to welcoming the world to our destination resort.” 
 

Abundant lifestyle amenities 
On completion, the resort will offer 19 F&B outlets, two pools including a 117,000 sq ft ground-level 
experience and an adults-only rooftop retreat, shops on a harbour walk, a 7,100 sq ft fitness centre with 
four group exercise studios, and a full-service spa. 
A real highlight of the property promises to be its 18-hole, Kip Schulties-designed golf course open 
exclusively to hotel guests. Meanwhile, events will be hosted across 60,000 sq ft of function space, 
including two ballrooms, two executive boardrooms, 12 meeting rooms and an ideation suite with three 
breakout rooms. 
The resort’s accommodation ranges from coastal-inspired premium rooms to luxurious Sunsuites with 
one to three bedrooms. Each suite is to feature a chef-level kitchen with Sub-Zero/Wolf appliances, an 

https://app.tophotelprojects.com/hotels/25773?lp=https://tophotel.news/lp-free-trial-projects
https://www.linkedin.com/in/micah-richins-54a24737/


entertaining area and a spacious balcony – guests will also benefit from a separate check-in experience 
and private lounge access. Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is located just ten minutes from Punta 
Gorda Airport. 
 
https://tophotel.news/opening-date-announced-for-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor/ 
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AKRON, Ohio (WJW) — Akron-Canton Airport, Allegiant Air and local leaders are celebrating the 
flights’ return to CAK on Friday with a gate party and press conference. 

Allegiant recently announced their new nonstop service with one-way fares on four new routes, all under 
$50. 
 
Travelers on Allegiant can fly to the following warm, sunny locations: 

• Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning March 2, 2022 with fares as 
low as $33. 

• Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – beginning March 3, 2022 
with fares as low as $37. 

• Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV) – beginning March 3, 
2022 with fares as low as $44. 

• St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) – beginning March 4, 
2022 with fares as low as $33. 

The airliner moved from CAK to Cleveland Hopkins International Airport in February 2017 then stopped 
operations at the end of 2021 because of Hopkin’s construction projects and planned expansion boosting 
fares. 

https://fox8.com/news/allegiant-air-flights-take-off-once-again-from-akron-canton-airport/ 
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After a five-year absence, Allegiant Air returns to Akron-Canton Airport (CAK) operating from four new 
cities. 
Flights include: 

1. Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD): with two weekly flights on Airbus 
A320 aircraft. For the northern summer season, a third weekly flight will be added. 

2. Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ): with two weekly flights 
on Airbus A320 aircraft. For the northern summer season, a third weekly flight will be added. 

3. Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV): with two weekly 
flights on Airbus A319 aircraft. For the northern summer season, two additional weekly 
flights are added. 

4. St. Petersburg, Florida through St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE): with two 
weekly flights on Airbus A320 aircraft. 
 

According to data obtained by Aviacionline through Cirium, the company will have 112,128 seats on 
offer between March and November 2021, positioning it as the third-largest carrier at Akron-Canton 
Airport. 
 
The airline operated at Akron-Canton from 2015 to 2017. At the 
time, Allegiant officials said most of its passengers were from the 
Cleveland area and preferred the convenience of Hopkins, forcing 
it to move its operations to Cleveland Hopkins International 
Airport. 
 
https://www.aviacionline.com/2022/03/allegiant-air-resumes-flights-to-akron-canton/ 
 
 

https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://www.aviacionline.com/2022/03/allegiant-air-resumes-flights-to-akron-canton/


 

  
 
FORT MYERS, FL, March 09, 2022 /24-7PressRelease/ — EHC, a construction company that provides 
pre-construction, earthwork, and infrastructure services, announces six new projects: the development of 
the AC Marriott of Naples, Punta Gorda Airport, Venice Airport, the development of Naples Square 
Commercial, the third phase of Central Avenue, and the enhancement of roadway safety along CR833, 
CR835, and CR846. 
EHC has remained tremendously busy throughout 2021 by continuing to work on a variety of projects. As 
the site construction company has entered the new year of 2022, EHC is currently in the midst of working 
on high-value projects with numerous existing and new clients. 
AC Marriot Naples 
EHC is undertaking the construction work on the new hotel site under the direction of OTO Development. 
In order to fulfill the requirements of the AC Marriott project in Naples, Florida, EHC will be supplying 
sitework, erosion control, fill imports, soil remediation, underground utilities, storm drainage, concrete 
curbing, and brick pavers. 
Venice Airport 
For the Venice Airport project, EHC has been contracted by Wright Construction Group and responsible 
for the clear & grub, earthwork, excavation, embankment, subgrade and baserock for the 2,450-foot 
extension to Taxiway E. The work will involve placing approximately 2,800 tons of asphalt over 2,800 
cubic yards of limerock, installing drainage structures, laying drainage pipes, and installing airfield 
signage and lighting. 
Central Avenue (Phase III) 
In conjunction with existing customer, Ronto Group, EHC is providing sitework, clear and grub, 
excavation for the underdrain, sidewalk, courtyard pavers, and finishing the grading for the Central Ave 
Phases III project. Building construction is being conducted at 1125 Central Avenue in Naples, Florida. 
Punta Gorda Airport – PGD Runway 4-22 Rehabilitation 
EHC has been contracted by Wright Construction to perform the clear & grub, earthwork, excavation, 
embankment, subgrade, and baserock for the removal and replacement of Runway 4-22 at the Punta 
Gorda Airport for the Charlotte County Airport Authority. According to the Airport Authority, “the 
runway was constructed in the 1940s and has endured decades of takeoffs and landings. Therefore, it is 
necessary to remove and reconstruct the center portion of the runway along its entirety.” 
Naples Square Commercial 
Naples Square is a prestigious district of condominiums conveniently located near downtown attractions. 
A commercial component will be included in the Naples Square project. EHC was contracted by the 
Ronto Group to perform the following services: sitework, clear & grub, excavation for underdrain, 
drainage, sanitary sewer, potable water, fire lines, sidewalks, pavers, and final grading. 
Safety Improvements (CR833, CR835 & CR846) 
Located in Labelle, Florida, EHC was contracted to improve the safety of CR833, CR835, and CR846 by 
Hendry County. The scope of service also entails mobilization, clear-and-grub, grading, excavation, 
drainage pipe removal, guardrail removal & installation, sign installation, riprap, embankment, and 
stabilization. 
ABOUT EHC, INC. 
EHC, Inc. is a construction company that provides pre-construction, earthwork and infrastructure 



services. Established in 1990, EHC remains committed to excellence from pre-planning to project 
completion through the latest technology, proven processes, and an experienced team. With a schedule-
driven approach, EHC delivers complete solutions tailored to each client’s needs. 
For more information, visit EHCconstruction.com. 
 
https://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/ehc-takes-off-with-six-new-projects-for-the-new-year-of-2022 
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ST. CLOUD — There will be no scheduled commercial flights at St. Cloud Airport this summer as 
Allegiant Air flights to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and Punta Gorda Airport are being temporarily 
discontinued. 

"Since 2012, this will be the first summer that we haven't seen commercial airline traffic," St. Cloud 
Regional Airport Director Bill Towle said. 

Towle said it's typical for Allegiant to suspend service on seasonal routes. For the flights to Mesa, that 
pause typically occurs over a six- to eight-week stint in the fall, during which Allegiant does plane 
maintenance.  However, this year Allegiant will be suspending service from May to October and 
reallocating aircraft to other markets.  

"The performance out of St. Cloud is not the reason that they're seasonally discontinuing," Towle said. 

Towle said the St. Cloud trip is one of the longer flights from Mesa, Arizona, compared to other Allegiant 
routes. For instance, a pilot may be able to to do two shorter runs out of Mesa as opposed to one longer 
haul to St. Cloud. 

"They're always kind of trying to move stuff around to generate the most revenue," Towle said. 

Towle also said summer accounts for about 10% of St. 
Cloud Airport's passenger numbers. 

"It really is one of the slower times of the year," he said. 

The airport will still see traffic in the form of corporate, 
training and single-propeller flights. Towle said this is 
also an opportune time to take care of airport 
maintenance work — things like restriping the parking 
lot. 

Flights to and from Mesa will be on break from May 3 to Oct. 5. Flights to and from Punta Gorda, 
Florida, end April 3. Allegiant's winter schedule has not been announced. 

Flights between Mesa and St. Cloud have been occurring since 2012, and flights to Punta Gorda from St. 
Cloud started in 2017. 

https://www.sctimes.com/story/news/local/2022/03/21/allegiant-temporarily-suspends-flights-st-cloud-regional-airport/9455853002/ 
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(St. Cloud, MN) -- Allegiant Air is discontinuing its summer flights at St. Cloud Airport. 
The flights to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and Punta Gorda Airport are being suspended from 
May to October. St. Cloud Regional Airport Director Bill Towle says it will be the first summer since 
2012 that the facility won't see commercial airline traffic. 
The Allegiant flights to Mesa are typically discontinued temporarily in the fall when the airline does 
plane maintenance. 
 

https://www.am1100theflag.com/news/regional-news/45323-summer-allegiant-flights-at-st-cloud-regional-airport-discontinued 
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