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PUNTA GORDA — Balancing charm and growth is the challenge for local officials when 
considering future development. 

“This is the hardest part of our job,” Charlotte County Economic Development Director Dave 
Gammon said. “Charlotte County is a very charming community and a very charming county 
and I have bosses that have me on the (balance) scale every Monday.” 

Gammon and Punta Gorda Manager Greg Murray broke down that balance during a TEAM 
Punta Gorda event Thursday at the Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association in Punta Gorda. 

“How do you balance charm with the growth?” Gammon said. “We’re going to get growth 
anyway, we can’t just shut it off. But we’re trying to do it smart and bring in the businesses to 
work with us.” 

Murray echoed Gammon’s sentiment.  Punta Gorda is “trying to continue to preserve our small 
town character. That balance between charm and development are certainly things we have to 
look at,” Murray said. 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY 

At the meeting, Gammon outlined multiple projects throughout the county. In Murdock Village, 
Gammon said developer Kolter Land Partners bought 450 acres to build about 2,000 residential 



units right now. County Commissioners also recently approved a contract with Kolter for another 
186 acres in Murdock Village to extend the West Port development. 

“We also have a parcel on the east with a group called Arredondo Pointe to maybe do a new 
commercial entertainment center for Port Charlotte,” he said. 

Promenades Mall, 3280 Tamiami Trail, in Port Charlotte will be undergoing changes in the near 
future.  In 2020, Charlotte County commissioners approved a mixed-use zoning ordinance 
allowing a developer to increase density on a site and increase height. 

“What we’re trying to do is attract people to one site so they don’t have to drive around our 
community,” Gammon said. “The developer plans on spending $100 million on our community.” 

It was called a “walkable, mixed-use development.” 

“On the top, those will be 1,100 apartments,” Gammon said. “In the middle area will be offices 
and on the bottom is all walkable so these people won’t be jumping on our roads like they would 
be under the general development.” 

The Port Charlotte Town Center mall is going to foreclosure sale Feb. 28. 

“We have worked with a number of developers that love the mixed-use zoning ordinance,” he 
said. “They can build up to almost 200 feet here if they meet all the requirements.” 

Gammon said the mall site will be a tremendous opportunity for new housing, office and new 
retail. 

While there won’t be any “for sale product” at Allegiant Air’s Sunseeker Resort, Gammon said 
the development will be a $600 million investment in the Charlotte County community. 

“It will be a 510-room resort hotel and about 167 extended stay suites in two towers,” he said. 

There will also be 19 unique concept restaurants, cafes and bars, and a 55,000-square-foot 
conference center. 

“Allegiant is a data company. They know where their customers are coming from and going,” he 
said. “They believe they can capture them all here and I think it’s a great success story for 
Charlotte County and Punta Gorda.” 



Gammon also highlighted other housing developments throughout the county, as well as new 
developments at the Charlotte County Airport Park which encompasses Punta Gorda Airport and 
other vacant property. FedEx has broken ground on a new distribution center there. Other 
industrial developments are also in the works for the area. 

PUNTA GORDA 

City Manager Greg Murray said Punta Gorda’s vision is “distinctly different” than the county’s 
Economic Development. 

“We have something very complementary (however and) we need both sides of that coin to 
make things work,” he said. 

He said there is no goal to have 200-foot buildings in Punta Gorda. 

“We need that development to occur to actually support our businesses in Punta Gorda when we 
have those rooftops that are coming in to support our local and large businesses,” Murray said. 

Murray said developments that the city wants to see may not be just downtown or specifically 
large operations like Cheney Brothers. 

“We do still need that in our periphery,” he said. “We need jobs and we need rooftops that 
support those jobs and that whole economic climate is what drives our small businesses and 
allows them to thrive.” 

The city has a variety of commercial developments going, including two assisted living facilities 
and a new car wash, among others in the works. 

“We know that over the next five years, looking at projects like the assisted living facility is 
going to help us increase our assessable tax base, so that we can recover the amount of monies 
that we need operationally...That way our expenses meet our revenues and we don’t have to draw 
from our general fund reserves like we have in the past,” he said. 

The city’s population continues to grow as larger communities like Punta Gorda Isles, Burnt 
Store Isles, and Burnt Store Meadows available properties fill up. 

“The aggregate number of residential properties that we can develop in those areas right now is 
less than 1,000 homes,” he said. “As we buildout, what we are really looking at is what do we do 
to support the periphery of the city where we are looking to build more of a commercial base, 
like in the Jones Loop Road area, where there will be some additional residential base of course, 
too.” 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/whats-ahead-for-charlotte-punta-gorda/article_e30291a4-81fb-11ec-909c-5b3b91664837.html

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/whats-ahead-for-charlotte-punta-gorda/article_e30291a4-81fb-11ec-909c-5b3b91664837.html
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Good day to all! 
The Charlotte County 
Historical Society’s annual 
Florida Frontier Days 
festival is coming up Feb. 
25 and 26 at the Punta 
Gorda History Park, 501 
Shreve St. Hope to see you 
there.

Did you know that in 
addition to seven sons of a 
well-known Punta Gorda 
family serving their 
country in several branches 
of the armed forces during 
World War II and the 
Korean War, two were at 
the vanguard of aviation 
history?

Archie Bailey, born in 
Tallahassee, and Josephine 
McIntear of Bellview, 
Florida, were married in 
Arcadia on July 20, 1905 
and came to town shortly 
thereafter.

He worked at the Punta 
Gorda Ice Plant, then as a 
lineman for the DeSoto 
Telephone Company, and 
by the 1940s was a well-
known electrician. They 
had 11 children, nine boys 
and two girls.

Their oldest, Maurice, 
born in May 1906, enlisted 
in the Army shortly after 
his 36th birthday. He was a 
driver for the Red Ball 
Express, a primarily 
African American unit 
tasked with supplying front 
line troops in the European 
Theatre during World War 
II. 

Berlin, born in 
November 1912, enlisted 
just before his 30th 
birthday. He served as an 
Electrician’s Mate 1st Class 
with the Navy’s 3rd 
Construction Battalion 
(Seabees) in the Pacific 
during World War II.

Upon discharge, he 
returned home to follow in 
his dad’s footsteps, also 
becoming a well-known 
electrician and serving for 
several years on Punta 
Gorda’s Planning 
Commission.

Charles, born in 
November 1918, after his 
sister Josephine, enlisted 
shortly before his 24th 
birthday after attending 
Bethune-Cookman College 
for two years on a football 
scholarship. School 
founder Mary McLeod.

theaters, piloting a 
P-40 Warhawk and P-51 
Mustang. He is credited with 
downing two enemy fighter 
aircraft. His P-40 was named 
“Josephine,” after his 
mother and
a sister, and the P-51 was
“My Buddie.” After the war,
he returned
to Bethune-Cookman and
earned a degree in
elementary education,
remaining in Volusia County
to teach school.

Harding was born 
in October 1920 and enlisted 
in the Navy shortly before 
his 22nd birthday. Think 
about the math and you’ll 
see an enlistment pattern 
with the first four 
sons. He served as an 
electrician’s mate second 
class aboard a destroyer 
escort, USS Mason. Looks 
like the sons had learned a 
lot from their dad. The 
Mason was the Navy’s first 
ship with a predominantly 
African-American crew 
during World War II and 
served in the Atlantic 
theater. After his discharge, 
Harding earned a degree in 
education from Bethune-
Cookman, teaching and 
becoming a school principal 
in Florida’s Brevard County.

his brothers into World War 
II, he joined the Air Force in 
June 1951 and flew F-84 
Thunderjets. First Lt. Bailey 
was 
one of only two African 
American fighter pilots from 
Florida during the Korean 
War, but saw no combat 
duty.

Tragically he died in an 
automobile crash, only 28 
years old.

PHOTO 
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Charles Bailey
 Bethune, instrumental in 
convincing Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to establish a 
flight school for African-
American pilots, arranged 
for his transfer to Alabama’s 
Tuskegee Institute where he 
enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps.
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The legacy of the Baileys
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theaters, piloting a 
P-40 Warhawk and P-51 
Mustang. He is credited with 
downing two enemy fighter 
aircraft. His P-40 was named 
“Josephine,” after his mother 
and
a sister, and the P-51 was
“My Buddie.” After the war,
he returned
to Bethune-Cookman and
earned a degree in
elementary education,
remaining in Volusia County
to teach school.

Harding was born 
in October 1920 and enlisted 
in the Navy shortly before 
his 22nd birthday. Think 
about the math and you’ll 
see an enlistment pattern 
with the first four 
sons. He served as an 
electrician’s mate second 
class aboard a destroyer 
escort, USS Mason. Looks 
like the sons had learned a 
lot from their dad. The 
Mason was the Navy’s first 
ship with a predominantly 
African-American crew 
during World War II and 
served in the Atlantic theater. 
After his discharge, Harding 
earned a degree in education 
from Bethune-Cookman, 
teaching and becoming a 
school principal
in Florida’s Brevard County. All dedicated signs can be 

viewed at online library 
resources. Select “Programs and 
Services,” then “History 
Services” and “Virtual 
Programs.” Visit the same site 
and select “History Exhibits” to 
find out what history related 
programs and videos are 
available, particularly the 
“Cookie House” tours every 
Friday from 10:30 a.m.–2:30 
p.m. through March 25 at Cedar 
Point Environmental Park and 
James Abraham’s lecture series, 
“Endless Charlotte.”

Second Lt. Bailey, the first 
African American armed 
forces pilot from Florida, 
earned his wings in April 
1943. He then joined the 99th 
Fighter Squadron, better 
known as the “Red Tail 
Squadron,” due to the planes’ 
color scheme, as part of the 
allied invasion of North 
Africa. Bailey flew 133 
combat missions in the North 
African and European 

his brothers into World War 
II, he joined the Air Force in 
June 1951 and flew F-84 
Thunderjets. First Lt. Bailey 
was 
one of only two African 
American fighter pilots from 
Florida during the Korean 
War, but saw no combat duty.

Tragically he died in an 
automobile crash, only 28 
years old.

The “Fighting Bailey 
Brothers” answered their 
country’s call and have been 
memorialized by having the 
passenger terminal at the Punta 
Gorda Airport and a city park 
at the corner of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard and 
East Virginia Avenue named in 
their honor. There are also 
photos of the brothers at the 
park. Five of the brothers are 
interred at the Lt. Carl Bailey 
Cemetery on Scott Avenue.

Check out History Services’ 
yearlong project, “Telling Your 
Stories: History in the Parks.” 
It began in January with 
placement of the first 
interpretive sign “Charlotte 
Harbor Spa” at South County 
Regional Park. The 
last was dedicated 
Dec. 15 at Centennial Park 
featuring Florida postcards.

“Did You Know” appears, 
typically, every other 
Wednesday, courtesy 
of this newspaper and the 
Charlotte County Historical 
Center Society. The Society’s 
mission 
is to help promote and preserve 
Charlotte County’s rich history. 
A family membership is only 
$35 and provides 
complimentary access 
to over 300 museums and 
technical centers nationwide. 
We are 
also always looking for 
volunteers and interested 
individuals to serve as board 
members. If you believe our 
area’s history is as important 
as we do, please visit Charlotte 
County Historical Center 
Society online, or call 
941-613-3228 for more
information.
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Supply chain issues are causing the estimated budget of Allegiant's Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor 
to increase by 10-15%. 

On a quarterly earnings call Wednesday afternoon, Allegiant Travel Company President John Redmond 
said that because of price increases and delivery problems caused by delays in the global supply chain, the 
total budget for Sunseeker could end up being $585 million, which is 15% more than the $510 million 
budget projected last August. 

"After restarting the project and spending some time understanding the impact to the budget due to the 
unexpected supply chain disruption that impacted price and delivery timeframe, I mentioned in the last 
call the budget could increase by 10-15%. That estimate has not changed as of today," Redmond said. 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant, a travel company that operates the dominant airline at nearby Punta Gorda 
Airport, started work on Sunseeker in late 2018. The airline also has a huge presence at nearby Sarasota-
Bradenton International Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport.  

Construction halted after the pandemic hit in 2020, and resumed in August 2021 after Allegiant secured a 
$350 million construction loan and placed the hotel as collateral.  

So far, $211 million has been spent on Sunseeker, including $23 million funded by debt and $188 million 
from Allegiant. Capital expenditures on the resort for 2021 were $51 million, according to the company.  

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/07/30/allegiant-resume-construction-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor/5430408001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/columns/2021/10/31/shortage-and-supply-chain-issues-hit-sarasota-manatee/8580924002/


In order to provide what Redmond referred to as 
"some level of comfort," Allegiant has bought out or 
signed commitments for 74% of the revised budget. 
By the end of the second quarter 2022, that 
figure should be close to 100%.  

Despite the supply chain delays, Sunseeker is still set 
to open by 2023, according to the company.  

The massive, 785-key resort, which sits on the banks 
of the Peace River, is designed to put Charlotte 
Harbor on the map as a vacation destination. It 
represents Allegiant's first foray into the resort 
business. 

When it opens, Sunseeker will have a marina, 55,000 square feet of meeting and event space, a state-of-
the-art fitness center, restaurants, bars, retail stores, two towers filled with extended stay rooms and a 
rooftop pool with a restaurant that will only be accessible to hotel guests.  

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant. Punta Gorda was its best-performing airport throughout the 
pandemic, and the airline flies about 8 million leisure travelers in and out of the Sunshine State each year. 

Allegiant also flies to 29 destinations from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport and to nearly 60 
from St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. New service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Austin, 
Texas is scheduled to begin in April.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/ 

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/01/flights-austin-texas-begin-via-allegiant-air-sarasota-bradenton/9297125002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/03/allegiant-president-sunseeker-budget-could-reach-585-million/6638126001/
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA 
— James Abraham, 
author of  “Century: 
A People’s History of  
Charlotte County,” 
will give his second 
talk for FGCU’s Black 
History Month Lecture 
Series tomorrow at 
the Military Heritage 
Museum.

His topic “Black on 
Black Crime,” will 
address crime in the 
Black community. The 
lecture starts at 10 a.m.

Abraham, who began 
to hold lecture series 
through FGCU several 
years ago, told The 
Daily Sun that “nothing 
big is being done on 
Black History Month in 
the county.”

“I’ve been trying for 
years to get the school 
district involved,” he 
said.

Sadly, a lot of  our 
local prominent Black 
citizens would be lost to 
history if  it weren’t for 
those who uncovered 
their contributions, 
Abraham pointed out.

“Don Moore — a Sun
reporter — stumbled 
across the Bailey 
brothers.” Today, the 
Punta Gorda Airport 
terminal is named 
after the family whose 
sons served during 
World War II and made 
numerous contributions 
to the community.

He said there was 
little press when the 
fi rst Black woman to 
graduate Charlotte 
High School — Gertha 
Jean Haddock, died.

“Her death was 
not remarked on in a 
manner befi tting her 
contribution to history.

“Consider her 
brothers — Calvin 
and Ellison, who were 
also part of  the fi rst 
generation of  education 
integration. Or John 
Henry Allen, the fi rst 
Black postal worker 
and an NAACP leader. 
They’re part of  history, 
but are they recognized 
as such?”

Abraham said he 
began to give lectures 
through FGCU to 
make people aware of, 
among other things, 
Black Americans 
both living and dead, 
who contributed to 
our community. His 
research led him 
to publish a book 
containing multiple 
Black citizens who 
contributed to the 
quality of  life we have 
today.

“Benjamin Baker 
ensured that there 
would be a Black public 
education apparatus 
in Charlotte County 
back when African-
Americans were still 
being coerced into 
turpentine camps and 
road gangs,” he said.

“Mary Nightingale 
and her husband, Abe, 
won the respect of  east 
Englewood and McCall 
residents for their 
probity and leadership 
during the Thirties. 
They lived right here 
and are as much a 
part of  our history as 
is Frederick Douglass 
or George Washington 

Carver.”
He continued, “Look 

at today, where we 
have the late Isaac 
Thomas or the mother-
son team of  Martha 
R. Bireda, Ph.D.
(author and director
of  the Blanchard
House Museum) and
Jaha Cummings
(Punta Gorda City
councilman), all three
proud inheritors of
generations of  Black
leadership.”

Abraham talked 
about Sonja Wright — a 
native Punta Gorda 
resident who produced 
two histories of  the 
community.

He said his research 
continues to discover 
more who made 
contributions to 
Charlotte County. 
“Through my work 
with Naomi Pringle, a 
Port Charlotte author 
of  Jamaican heritage, 
I learned about the 
vibrant Caribbean 
culture right here in 
Charlotte County.

“This is all history, 
it’s right here.

He gave a shout-
out to Carmen E. 
Marshall of  East 
Elementary School who 
has been organizing 
Black History Month 
activities for students 
in the school. She is the 
fi rst Black teacher at 
the school in 50 years.

And closer to home, 
his wife Ginger, who 
retired three years 
ago, was the fi rst Black 
teacher at Deep Creek 
Elementary School.

“The point is, that 
Black history is 
American history and 
it’s our job to keep it 
vibrant and real.”

For his lecture series, 
Abraham said he uses 
national examples to 
explain local issues.

“It all starts at home; 
if  we understand how 
national systems work, 
we can point to local 
examples of  where 
change is needed.”

Each lecture costs $30 
and all are from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30, Mondays.

Upcoming lectures 
in the series are: “A 
White Man’s Country,” 
February 21, and 
“Disparate Justice, 
Desperate Justice,” on 
February 28.

For further 
information go to fgcu.
edu, call 239-434-4838, 
or email jguerra@
fgcu.edu. The Military 
Heritage Museum is 
located at 900 West 
Marion Avenue in 
Punta Gorda, phone 
941-575-9002.

Author addresses 
‘Black on Black 

Crime’
FGCU lecture series runs 

though February 28

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMES 
ABRAHAM

Sonja Wright is a native 
Punta Gorda resident 
who has produced 
two histories of her 
community.
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PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Travel Co. is promoting the man with the 
Sunseeker vision, John Redmond, to its chief executive officer. 
Allegiant’s current CEO and co-founder, Maurice Gallagher, will 
transition to the title of executive chairman of the company’s board of 
directors. The change takes place June 1, but the move has been 
happening for several years, Gallagher said in the company news release 
Monday. 

“In truth, John’s promotion to CEO and my step to executive chairman 
simply formalizes title changes that have been working in practice for the 
last several years,” he stated. 

Investors had been asking Gallagher how he would handle the transition in leadership in the airline 
industry. Gallagher has been a small airline entrepreneur since the 1980s and was among the founders of 
ValuJet airline. A 1996 ValuJet crash that killed 110 in the Everglades ultimately caused the company to 
merge with AirTran, which later was folded into Southwest, but ended service in 2014. 

ValuJet officials long have blamed a contractor for the crash — caused when a fire erupted in a cargo 
compartment. SabreTech, the contractor, was noted by an FAA investigation for improperly storing 
hazardous material. 

Gallagher took over Allegiant in 2001 when it had only one 
airplane. He built up Allegiant using the approach of flying 
jetliners only a few times a week from small airports to leisure 
locations, mostly in Florida including Punta Gorda. The airline 
could afford to fly infrequently due to the strategy of buying 
lower cost used aircraft.   

As the airline has gotten larger, Allegiant announced earlier 
this year that it would start buying new aircraft, specifically 50 
new 737 Max planes from Boeing.  Allegiant’s model has also 
leaned on revenue outside of airfare including credit cards, car 
rentals, and since 2017, a plan for a large resort at Charlotte 
Harbor. Sunseeker is under construction and due to open in 
2023 as the first airline-sponsored resort. 

The move to hospitality as a new revenue source brought in Redmond in 2016. His entire background 
before Allegiant was in hotels, gaming and leisure resorts, including being on the board of Vail Resorts 
Inc. His background is heavy on Las Vegas, where Allegiant is headquartered. He has been president and 



CEO of MGM Grand Resorts and also chief financial officer for Caesars Palace Corp. The company did 
not respond immediately to questions about whether the company would be announcing a new president. 
Currently, the plan is Redmond will assume both roles of president and CEO. 

“I am honored to be the next CEO of Allegiant Travel Company,” Redmond said in the news release. 
“Under Maury’s transformational leadership, Allegiant has evolved from a single-airplane airline to a 
fully-integrated travel company and completely redefined how consumers think about leisure travel.” 
Gallagher praised Redmond. 

He said Redmond’s promotion will “create opportunities for upward mobility within the company, further 
enabling continuity among executive management as Allegiant executes on its planned growth strategy. 

“I am confident under his leadership, Allegiant will continue to remain atop the industry in profitability, 
innovation and customer excellence,” Gallagher said. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-to-promote-redmond-to-ceo/article_5ea9582a-882c-11ec-975e-d77312a48d2f.html

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-to-promote-redmond-to-ceo/article_5ea9582a-882c-11ec-975e-d77312a48d2f.html


PUNTA GORDA — The Punta Gorda Airport and Charlotte County’s visitors’ bureau want to generate 
social media buzz with three selfie spots at the airport terminal. 

The life-size fishing and beach scenes are at the departure check-in area and near the baggage claim. 

The hope is that visitors arriving for vacations from Sun Country or Allegiant airlines will start or end 
their trips using the county’s marketing taglines, #BestSideOutside or #FlyPGD. Those taglines help 
travelers, the airport and the tourism bureau find the social media fans of Charlotte County. 

The two newest scenes include one with actual paddleboards and large lettering for visitors to stand under 
that says, “Landed in our Happy Place.” 

On the departure side, another scene includes a large fish on a fishing rod overlooking the intracoastal 
waterway and mangroves with the line “Catch You Later.” 

A third scene has two chairs in front of a Gulf of Mexico coast sunset painted by local artist Larry E. 
Palmer. 
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PGD partnered with the Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor and Convention Bureau to create the 
displays. 

“We hope the spots are seen as festive and fun, and we encourage everyone to share socially,” VCB 
Director of Marketing Maureen Morgenthien said. 

Since masks are still required inside the Bailey Terminal, airport staff encourages passengers to smile 
with their eyes and post with #PGDSmize — the newly coined pandemic term for smiling with your eyes. 

“We encourage visitors to take advantage of all three photo spots and walk through the corridor between 
ticketing and baggage claim to enjoy Art In Public Places, historical exhibits and the free Flybrary book 
exchange,” said Kaley Miller, PGD’s Marketing & Communications manager. 

Airport staff is planning to offer promotional prizes for picture takers that use the hashtags when posting 
and sharing. Details will be announced at a later date. 

The photo op spots are open, so passengers traveling can capture their photos while at PGD and then 
watch Facebook.com/PuntaGordaAirport for upcoming information about the promotion. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/dont-forget-to-pose-at-airport/article_246acbcc-885d-11ec-9db4-5f74999c1b53.html 

http://facebook.com/PuntaGordaAirport
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/dont-forget-to-pose-at-airport/article_246acbcc-885d-11ec-9db4-5f74999c1b53.html
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The Punta 
Gorda Airport and Charlotte 
County’s visitors’ bureau want to 
generate social media buzz with 
three selfie spots at the airport 
terminal.

The life-size fishing and beach 
scenes are at the departure check-
in area and near the baggage claim.

The hope is that visitors 
arriving for vacations from Sun 
Country or Allegiant airlines 
will start or end their trips using 
the county’s marketing taglines, 
#BestSideOutside or #FlyPGD. 
Those taglines help travelers, the 
airport and the tourism bureau 
find the social media fans of  

Charlotte County.
The two newest scenes include 

one with actual paddleboards and 
large lettering for visitors to stand 
under that says, “Landed in our 
Happy Place.”

On the departure side, another 
scene includes a large fish on 
a fishing rod overlooking the 
intracoastal waterway and 
mangroves with the line “Catch 
You Later.” 

A third scene has two chairs in 
front of  a Gulf  of  Mexico coast 
sunset painted by local artist Larry 
E. Palmer.

PGD partnered with the Punta
Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor 
and Convention Bureau to create 
the displays.

“We hope the spots are seen as 
festive and fun, and we encourage 
everyone to share socially,” VCB 
Director of  Marketing Maureen 
Morgenthien said.

Since masks are still required 
inside the Bailey Terminal, airport 

staff encourages passengers to 
smile with their eyes and post with 
#PGDSmize — the newly coined 
pandemic term for smiling with 
your eyes.

“We encourage visitors to take 
advantage of  all three photo spots 
and walk through the corridor 
between ticketing and baggage 
claim to enjoy Art In Public Places, 
historical exhibits and the free 
Flybrary book exchange,” said 
Kaley Miller, PGD’s Marketing & 
Communications manager.

Airport staff is planning to offer 
promotional prizes for picture 
takers that use the hashtags when 
posting and sharing. Details will be 
announced at a later date.

The photo op spots are open, 
so passengers traveling can 
capture their photos while at PGD 
and then watch Facebook.com/
PuntaGordaAirport for upcoming 
information about the promotion.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

Don’t forget to pose at airport
Airport and tourism 

bureau set up  

selfie spots

Punta Gorda Airport has this selfie spot for travelers 
to take one last shot before they head home.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Here is where Punta Gorda Airport wants you to take 
a selfie when you arrive for your vacation. Use the 
hashtag “BestSideOutside, or #FlyPGD.

2022_02_10_otb_enc_06.pdf  1 10-Feb-22  01:42:52

clipper
Highlight



Incidents where lasers were pointed at aircraft hit an all-time high in 2021, including some that occurred 
at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport.  

The number of dangerous laser incidents, which is when a laser is pointed directly at aircraft and 
potentially obscuring the pilot's sight, hit 9,723 in 2021, an increase over 6,852 in 2020 and 6,136 in 
2019.  

Shining a laser at an aircraft is a serious safety threat, according to the Federal Aviation Administration, 
as it can incapacitate pilots responsible for the safety of hundreds of passengers. 

The increase in incidents can be attributed to several factors, including the abundance of inexpensive 
lasers available for sale, stronger lasers that can hit aircraft at higher altitudes, the wide availability of 

https://www.faa.gov/


green lasers, which are more visible to the human eye, and greater awareness by pilots to report 
incidents.  

Last year, two strikes occurred at Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport, according to FAA data. A green laser 
was shone at a helicopter at SRQ on Oct. 17 and another was 
shone at an SR22 small aircraft on Dec. 6, according to the 
data. The FAA reported 13 incidents at the airport in 
2020, including one where a pilot was temporarily blinded 
after a man pointed a laser at a plane. The airport reported three 
incidents filed in 2021 and six in 2020. Rick Piccolo, president 
and CEO of the airport, said the discrepancy could be because 
sometimes the pilot could report the incident directly to the 
FAA, rather than the airport.  

While laser incidents aren't very common at 
Sarasota-Bradenton, they are a concern, Piccolo 
said. He said there's been one incident reported 
so far in 2022.  

"It seems to have gotten a little better as people 
get educated about the dangers and that they can 
be prosecuted," Piccolo said.  

Since the FAA started recording laser strike data 
in 2010, pilots have reported 244 injuries, the 
administration said.  

There were about 600 laser incidents in Florida in 2021. Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County had 
four in 2020 and 2019 each but none in 2021, according to FAA data. Kaley Miller, the airport's 
marketing and communications manager, said the airport is fortunate that lasers have not been a huge 
issue.  

"We continue to monitor the situation nationally and follow FAA guidance. We will also work locally 
with the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office if concerns are reported," Miller said.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/10/federal-aviation-administration-aircraft-laser-incidents-almost-10-000-2021-
about-600-florida/6706005001/ 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2020/01/23/sheriff-man-blinds-pilot-while-pointing-laser-at-planes-landing-at-sarasota-bradenton-airport/1842701007/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/manatee/2020/01/23/sheriff-man-blinds-pilot-while-pointing-laser-at-planes-landing-at-sarasota-bradenton-airport/1842701007/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/10/federal-aviation-administration-aircraft-laser-incidents-almost-10-000-2021-about-600-florida/6706005001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/10/federal-aviation-administration-aircraft-laser-incidents-almost-10-000-2021-about-600-florida/6706005001/
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
concept behind a new 
tiki bar at Fishermen’s 
Village in Punta Gorda 
began simply enough for 
Kurt Brown.

“We have a beach,” he 
said. “There should be a 
bar.”

That was a couple 
of  years ago, Brown 
said. He owns Village 
Brewhouse near the 
center of  Fishermen’s 
Village, 1200 W. Retta 
Esplanade.

Through the brew-
house, Brown operates 
the new Sunset Beach 
Club Tiki Bar on the 
“dry beach” along the 
west side of  the village. 
The tiki bar opens daily 
at noon.

The Sunset Beach Club 
Tiki Bar opened Jan. 3.

“I see lots of  younger 

people out here during 
the day,” Fishville 
spokesperson Kathy 
Burnam said. “As the 
day goes on, it starts to 
get a little bit older and 
then into the evening.”

Fishville has long been 
more of  a destination for 
retirees.

“I think our crowd is 
getting more eclectic,” 
she said. “Much more 
so than it ever was 
and more than we ever 
thought it could be.”

The dry breach was 
created near the end 
of  2017. Fishville broke 
ground on the new bar in 
May 2021.

“Once we had a good 
idea of  what it was going 
to look like in July 2021, 
we put in the equipment 
order on an eight-week 
lead,” Brown said.

Some of  that equip-
ment still has yet to show 
due to shipping issues 

during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

At first, Brown said the 
tiki bar felt kind of  like a 
“best kept secret.”

“The first couple 
weeks were slower but 
the weather wasn’t nice 
either,” he said.

The first week of  
February was a different 
story.

“That was an amazing 
week for sales and for the 
weather, so it just keeps 
growing and getting 
busier every day,” Brown 
said. “It’s rewarding 
when we got to the end 
of  that week and we saw 
it full seven days in a 
row.”

While serving beer, 
liquor and other drinks, 
Brown said they do have 
a limited food menu 
available.

“We have about eight 
items,” he said. “That 

will change and adjust 
as we figure out what 
people are asking for and 
what they really want. 
The food comes out of  
the Village Brewhouse 
kitchen.”

The tiki bar has also 
been an asset for guests 
staying at The Suites re-
sort on the second story 
of  Fishermen’s Village.

“Part of  our success 
has been with people 
who fly into Punta Gorda 
Airport, come here and 
are waiting to check into 
the Suites,” Brown said. 
“They sit at the tiki until 
their check-in time and 

if  they want to just come 
and sit here all day, they 
can.”

Having the support 
of  Fishermen’s Village 
management and own-
ers, ATA Fishville, has 
also been a major benefit 
for Brown.

“A lot of  this has been 
made possible because of  
the fact of  the relation-
ship we’ve had with the 
owner (John Larmore) 
and the people involved,” 
he said. “They have been 
very much investing in 
the property, investing in 
the people here, and open 
to new ideas to make the 

property updated and 
much better than it was.”

Fishville General 
Manager Patti Allen is 
one of  those people who 
have helped bring the 
tiki bar project together.

“Many people have 
found (our dry beach as) 
this slice of  heaven to 
view and enjoy our spec-
tacular sunsets,” Allen 
said. “With the addition 
of  the new Tiki Bar one 
can sip a cocktail and 
gaze at our beautiful 
Charlotte Harbor.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

New tiki bar bringing 
more ‘eclectic’  

crowd to Fishville
Sunset Beach Club Tiki Bar opens at  

Fishville dry beach in Punta Gorda

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

The Sunset Beach Club Tiki Bar at Fishermen’s Village is staying busy since 
opening January 3.

STAFF REPORT

NORTH PORT — The 
Friends of  Shannon Staub 
Public Library FriendShop 
is holding a “Sweetheart of  a 
Deal BOGO Sale” on donated
items.

It takes place Feb. 14-19.
“As a special bonus, folks

who clip, print, or take a 
screenshot of  this article can
present it to our staff for an 

extra $1 off their purchase 
total,” ” FriendShop manager 
Alan Savela said in a post 
about it.

Savela said the group oper-
ates solely to help support the 
library and its programs.

“And to be more effective
and accurate, we’re rebrand-
ing. We’re not just a used 
bookstore; we’re a FriendShop 
offering handmade greeting
cards, earbuds, flash drives,

notecards, and Friends com-
munity cookbooks,” he said.

The post said FOSSPL and 
FriendShop staff collaborate 
with Suncoast Technical
College and its students.

Students refurbished the
bookstore’s library book
cart, “transforming it into a 
traveling mini bookstore with
its own honor box for sales,” 
it said.

Other collaborations are

being considered, Savela said.
“This one would enlist the

expertise of  carpentry faculty 
and students,” he said.

The collaboration this week
involves flyers available on 
tables and cashier’s station of
the STC Bistro inviting diners 
to the FriendShop, discounting
$1 off purchases.

SCT culinary arts students 
serving Latin American-
themed lunch from 10:45 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday.

The FOSSPL FriendShop is 
at Suncoast Technical College,
4675 Career Lane, North Port, 
off the lobby. Store hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

Celebrate Valentine’s week with friends

adno=3833278-1

freedomrehabaquatictherapy.com

Friday, February 18th at 4pm
What is Aquatic Th erapy Workshop
Learn how Aquatic Th erapy is diff erent than water aerobics, what diagnoses 
are appropriate for aquatic therapy, what Freedom Rehab can do for you!  
Attendees will be getting into our 91* salt water pool to feel what aquatic 
therapy is! (Bathing suit and towel required) 

Friday, February 25th at 4pm 
Balance & Dizziness Workshop
Learn 3 components of balance, tips and tricks to reduce your fall risk, ex-
ercises you can do at home, #1 mistake people with balance issues make and 
what Freedom Rehab can do for you!
Why should YOU attend?  Th ese free community workshops are provided 
to educate you to be a better consumer about your health and wellness.  As
a locally owned, award-winning business, we pride ourselves on providing 
superior services to our clients and to our community!
Pre-registration required for our upcoming events!  Most insurances cover our 

therapy services, we recommend you to bring your insurance information and 

calendar to schedule your evaluation!  Space and appointments are limited.

CALL NOW!!  941-400-1505
FREEDOM REHAB
Aquatic Th erapy & Balance Center
17162 Toledo Blade Blvd  Port Charlotte

Are you frustrated with average, cookie-cutter, 
and ineffective ways to deal with your pain, 

poor balance, and weakness? 

Imagine a fun, innovative, and life changing 
alternative to dull, painful, and unproductive 

rehabilitation.

(941) 400-1505

1975 S. Tamiami Trail  | Venice, FL
941-493-1911

ReflectionsInGold.com

EST. 1982

@reflections_in_gold     |     @refl ectionsingold941
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Nobody compares to our Jewelry Repair!

Gift Ideas 
Starting at 

$99.99
#TonyIsAGirlsBestFriend
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PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla., Feb. 16, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- The highly anticipated Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor announces today that the property is officially accepting guest reservations for stays 
beginning May 2023. 

The independently flagged property – which will be the first completely new-build resort with more than 
300 rooms to open in Southwest Florida in over thirteen years – features 785 well-appointed guest rooms 
including 189 top-tier luxury suites. When finished, the resort will offer guests 60,000 square feet of 
meeting and conference space, 19 total dining options and bars, two pools, and retail outlets situated 
along a scenic harbor walk. A state-of-the-art fitness center and spa will be located on the third floor of 
the resort's main tower. In addition to its prime waterfront location, Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor will feature a world class 18-hole golf course exclusive to hotel guests. 

"We could not be more excited to open up reservations for our future guests," said Sunseeker Resort 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Micah Richins. "This project is the culmination of 

years of brainstorming, planning, and constructing a property that will undoubtedly elevate Floridian 

hospitality. With dynamic culinary offerings, well-curated guest activities, and a world-class golf course 

we look forward to welcoming the world to our destination resort."  

Guests staying at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor will be able to pick from a signature list of 
guestrooms and suites. The resort's accommodations range from coastal-inspired premium rooms to the 
luxurious Sunsuites™, a hotel-within-a-hotel concept that will include lavish one-to-three bedroom 
layouts. Guests staying in Sunsuites will have their choice of 189 well-appointed one, two, and three-
bedroom suites ranging from 875 to 1,700-square-feet. Each will include a chef-level kitchen with Sub-
Zero/Wolf stainless steel appliances, an entertaining area and private spacious outdoor balcony. Guests 
will also have access to special services including a separate check-in experience and private lounge 
access that offers amenities such as complimentary non-alcoholic beverages, small bites throughout the 
day and a pre-arrival concierge. 

This new resort will become a center of activity in Charlotte Harbor, offering visitors a portal to some of 
the finest amenities on the gulf coast. These include: A state-of-the-art 7,100-square-foot fitness center 
and a full-service spa and salon as well as two pools including a 117,000-square-foot ground-level 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=3215008440&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Sunseeker+Resort+Charlotte+
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=3215008440&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Sunseeker+Resort+Charlotte+
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=2023084042&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Harbor
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=3215008440&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Sunseeker+Resort+Charlotte+
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=3215008440&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Sunseeker+Resort+Charlotte+
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=2023084042&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Harbor
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=3215008440&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Sunseeker+Resort+Charlotte+
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=2023084042&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=Harbor


experience and an adults-only rooftop retreat. The resort will also boast 60,000-square-feet of combined 
convention space with top-of-the-line features, including two ballrooms fully equipped with A/V systems. 
The convention center encompasses the main ballroom, junior ballroom, two executive boardrooms, 12 
meeting rooms, and an ideation suite with three separate breakout rooms. Guests will also have access to 
an exclusive (and resort-only) 18-hole golf experience. The golf course, designed by Kip Schulties, will 
be home to high-end practice facilities and additional culinary offerings. In addition to event spaces, 
fitness areas and lifestyle offerings, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor will offer foodies a plethora of 
options for dining, boasting a variety of global cuisines and robust wine program intended to satisfy any 
and every craving with 19 dining outlets – including 11 bar areas. 

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is Allegiant Travel Company's first full resort experience. The resort 
is located just ten minutes from Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), where guests will enjoy convenient access to 
and from their flights. PGD services more than 50 Allegiant destinations throughout the United States. In 
addition to Punta Gorda, Allegiant currently operates flights from nearby St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport (PIE), Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB) and Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport (SRQ) – all within a two-hour drive of Charlotte Harbor. In total, Allegiant currently 
moves nearly 8 million leisure travelers in and out of Florida every year. 

In celebration of its website launch, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is extending a special "Intro to 
Paradise" offer for two-night stays or longer that will include a complimentary view upgrade, early check-
in and late check-out (subject to availability), free airport shuttle transportation to and from Punta Gorda 
Airport & Sarasota Airport, a VIP welcome gift and the chance to win a trip to attend Sunseeker's Grand 
Opening weekend event. This offer is available to book on sunseekerresorts.com until May 1, 2022. 

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is located at 4949 Tamiami Trail Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980. For 
more information or to make reservations at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, 
visit www.sunseekerresorts.com or call (833) 909-5700. For the most up-to-date news and information, 
please follow the hotel on Instagram @sunseekerresorts. 

ABOUT SUNSEEKER RESORT CHARLOTTE HARBOR 

Opening in 2023, Florida's newest luxury resort located in Charlotte Harbor is the first resort property of 
Sunseeker Resorts, a wholly owned subsidiary of Allegiant Travel Company.  Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor occupies over 22 waterfront acres with 785 guestrooms, including 189 Signature Sunsuites™. Set 
upon the Peace River and Florida Gulf Coast, this premier resort offers 19 original dining and bar 
concepts; including six stand-alone restaurants and a multi-dining experience. Additional hotel amenities 
include a waterfront boardwalk, two unique rooftop and waterfront pool experiences, 60,000-square-feet 
of combined convention space, full-service spa and salon, a 7,100-square-foot state-of-the-art fitness 
center with four group exercise studios with specialty instructor lead classes, three retail and market 
shops, and an 18-hole championship level golf club exclusive to hotel guests only. The resort is 
conveniently located within a short drive of Punta Gorda, Fort Myers, Tampa, St. Petersburg-Clearwater, 
and Sarasota airports. For more information, visit www.SunseekerResorts.com. Follow us on 
Instagram: @Sunseekerresorts and like us on Facebook: @Sunseekerresorts. 

ABOUT ALLEGIANT AIRLINES 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, 
focused on connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 1999, 
Allegiant Air has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-
nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today, Allegiant's fleet serves communities across the 
nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average domestic round trip ticket. For more 
information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, is available 
at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF 

https://www.mysuncoast.com/prnewswire/2022/02/16/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-now-accepting-reservations-2023-opening/

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=1451503559&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com&a=www.sunseekerresorts.com
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=1813816110&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsunseekerresorts%2F&a=%40sunseekerresorts
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=1906359005&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=%C2%A0
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=401666429&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sunseekerresorts.com%2F&a=www.SunseekerResorts.com
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=1497313343&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsunseekerresorts%2F&a=%C2%A0
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=83599883&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsunseekerresorts%2F&a=%40Sunseekerresorts
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=679136907&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsunseekerresorts&a=%C2%A0
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=1887004324&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsunseekerresorts&a=%40Sunseekerresorts
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3445081-1&h=2266482182&u=http%3A%2F%2Fallegiant.com%2F&a=Allegiant.com
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE HARBOR — Allegiant 
Travel Co. wants to know whether it 
can have seaplanes at its Sunseeker 
resort on Charlotte Harbor and the 
Peace River.

Charlotte County lawyer Rob 
Berntsson submitted a request for zon-
ing determination to Shaun Cullinan, 
with Charlotte County’s Planning and 
Zoning department Monday.

“The owners of  the resort are con-
sidering allowing seaplane operations 
at the resort,” Berntsson stated.

Cullinan didn’t immediately respond 
to requests for information, nor did 
Allegiant spokespeople in Las Vegas.

The 580-room resort is under 
construction on a 22-acre waterfront 
site on U.S. 41 just north of  the 
bridges to Punta Gorda. Following a 
17-month construction hiatus during 
the pandemic, the $585 million project 
resumed last summer. Allegiant 
President John Redmond has told 
investors the resort will open either 
late 2022 or early 2023.

Also in anticipation of  opening, en-
gineers for the resort have submitted 
construction plans for two entrance 
towers that will bear the Sunseeker 
logo of  a stylized blue sun.

Will 
seaplanes 

land at 
Sunseeker?

Allegiant Travel Co. 

asks Charlotte County 

for zoning on aircraft

SEE SUNSEEKER, 4A
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The sun logo doubles as the image of  
a jet engine propeller, Redmond has told 
the media. Sunseeker will be the fi rst 

airline-owned resort in the nation.
The plan is to shuttle passengers from 

Allegiant fl ights at nearby Punta Gorda 
airport to the Charlotte Harbor site.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

SUNSEEKER
FROM PAGE 1A

SUN PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

Sunseeker construction as of Feb. 15 looking north from Charlotte County’s 
river walk west of the southbound bridge over the Peace River. Allegiant 
Travel Co., which is building the resort, has asked for zoning determination for 
seaplanes.

DR. SUSAN R. BROOKS
General Dentistry
 Implants • Cosmetic 
• Nitrous Oxide
• Dentures & One Day Repair
• Laser Periodontal Therapy
New Patients Welcome

3440 Conway Blvd. #2A 
(Behind Post Offi ce)
Port Charlotte 

941-234-3420
www.susanrbrooksdds.com

FINALLY IN 
PORT 
CHARLOTTE 
LOW COST 
DENTURES!!
CALL US NOW!!
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• View vintage, experimental, homebuilt & general aviation aircraft
• Meet and greet visiting aviators
• Visit a Variety of exhibitors

Buchan Airport X36 | Englewood FL
Saturday, March 5, 2022 | 9am - 2pm
The Fly-in will be held on the South side of Buchan Airport 

(1390 Old Englewood Road)
Breakfast 9am - 11am & Lunch 11am -  2pm  

Served at Tables under the Tent

Proceeds go for scholarship winners who are interested in aviation careers

PLEASE NOTE: Sarasota County Ordinance does not allow pets on the airport.
Info: Call Dan Harrison 941-474-1551 – conquestmusic@comcast.net

FREE
ADMISSION!

941.473.1403 | GOMULCH.COM
850 N. Indiana (Hwy 776) | Englewood

M-F: 7:30 AM - 5 PM  |  SAT: 7:30 AM - 2 PM
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FEBRUARY SPECIALS

Order Online - Home Delivery

$2549 16-2-8 Lawn &
Landscape Fert
50LBS | WAS $3300

$525 2CF JG Flower &
Vegetable WAS $739

$225 0.75CF JG Organic
Garden Mix WAS $399

WE HAVE ROUNDUP!

Jim’s Bathroom Grab Bars, LLC
941-626-4296
JimsGrabBars.com

Masks wornat all times!
Lic. # 123956
Ins.# VGMD1018G5136-5

Highly recommended by occupational therapists and physical therapists.

Next Door Winner 2018 - 2021 • www.nextdoor.com • Read our reviews online!

Shower
Safely!!Shower
Safely!!

Various Lengths 12” thru 32”

Exclusively Carry
Moen Grab Bars

Let Us Install A Safety 
Shower & Bathtub

Don’t Wait to Fall to Call! 

GRAB BAR
Also Installed by Commodes

Serving Charlotte & Sarasota County for 28 years!

Over 28 Years Experience
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See Sports
section, starting 

on PAGE 7B

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE HARBOR — The 
Sunseeker resort may be unfinished, but 
its owner, Allegiant Travel Co., is taking 
reservations.

The new subsidiary of  Allegiant Travel 
Co. on Tuesday announced the opening 
of  the Charlotte Harbor resort — a first 
for an airline — in early 2023.

But those interested won’t be able to 
reserve a room for before May 2023.

Construction on the 22-acre site began 
in March 2019, halted in March 2020 
when airline funds tanked during the 
pandemic, and restarted in September 
2021.

The opening is for phase 1 and a few 
parts of  phase 2, including a 1,000-foot 
waterfront pool.

“This project is the culmination of  
years of  brainstorming, planning and 
constructing a property that will un-
doubtedly elevate Floridian hospitality,” 
Sunseeker Executive Vice President 
Micah Richins stated in a news release. 
“With dynamic culinary offerings, 
well-curated guest activities, and a world-
class golf  course, we look forward to 
welcoming the world to our destination 
resort.”

The resort will also include a 2,400-foot 
waterfront walkway open to the public, 

environment where students 
learn critical thinking skills,
learn to question everything, 
and how to think versus what 
to think. I am a firm believer 
in parental rights, family and
liberty.”

Woods said his kids are his 
motivation for running for
office, and said parents need to 
know what is going on in the
schools.

“I am not a political person 
… our education system needs
people willing to stand up for
parental rights, family rights, 
family values and children’s

Sunseeker 
taking 

reservations — 
for May 2023
Charlotte Harbor resort 

still under construction

PHOTO PROVIDED

This is a view of what a courtyard area 
of Sunseeker resort is expected to 
look like when completed. The parent 
company, Allegiant Travel Co., opened 
the website up to reservations for dates 
more than a year from now.

SEE SUNSEEKER, 3B

Greg Wood running for Sarasota County School Board District 5
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Greg Wood is a candidate 
for Sarasota County Schools 
Board district seat 5.SEE GREG, 3B
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which the county required as 
part of  its rezoning deal.

Sunseeker will try to capture 
income from that group with 
some 19 restaurants along the 
walkway.

County officials are debat-
ing whether to build public 
parking or try to talk Allegiant 
into building more for the 
public rather than just guests 
and employees.

The resort walkway will 
connect to extensive county 
walkways at both ends.

The 785-key resort (including 
189 long-stay suites) is the 
first large resort (more than 
300 rooms) built in Southwest 
Florida in 13 years, according 
to Allegiant Travel Co.

Allegiant Airlines plans to 
ferry guests the 10 minutes 
from the Punta Gorda Airport, 
where the airline has most 
of  the daily flights from 50 
locations.

Available reservations 
run from May-July 2023, so 
there is no statement of  rates 
in Florida’s high season of  
winter. Prices in the summer 
time frame so far range from 
$200 a night for two people in a 

hotel room who are members 
of  Allegiant’s reward system 
to a top rate of  $900 for a 
three-bedroom suite.

Prices increase for the best 
views.

The resort has many savings 
packages including for long 
stays. Allegiant predicts some 
snowbirds will find it easier 

or cheaper to pay for a suite in 
Sunseeker for weeks or months 
rather than maintain property 
in Florida.

Allegiant plans to increase 
profits by encouraging direct 
booking and by selling the 
resort to its current passen-
gers — over 8 million a year 
come to Florida, according to 

the press release.
With large meeting and 

ballroom spaces, the resort will 
be able to host conventions, 
weddings and conferences. 
The website is www.
sunseekerresorts.com.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Sunseeker construction as of Feb. 15 looking north from Charlotte County’s river walk west of 
the southbound bridge over the Peace River. Allegiant Travel Co., which is building the resort, 
is taking reservations for May 2023.

year 2026,” Coover stated. 
“It has been a point of  
pride to partner with the 
families in our communi-
ty to provide educational
choice for our students 
and we look forward to 
continuing that partner-
ship for many years to
come.”

The buyer is listed as 
Little Sharks Inc., a cor-
poration based in Miami
Beach, according to the 
Sarasota County Property 
Appraiser.

The seller was Toledo 
Blade Design Center 
LLC. The property 
previously sold in June 
2006 for $524,200, before
the 36,000-square-foot 

building was constructed 
in 2008.

Matthews Real Estate, 
based in El Segundo,
California, represented
the seller, “who was look-
ing to capitalize on the 
thriving Florida commer-
cial real estate market” 
and described the location
as an “affluent submarket 
of  Sarasota and included
a short-term lease.”

“Although a short-term 
lease can intimidate
buyers, we were able to 
source investors who 
understand the value of
having an A school as 
a tenant and the large 
capacity the building 
offered,” said Daniel
Gonzalez, the real estate 
associate who closed the
sale. “Charter schools
are a niche sector of  

real estate but with our
connections, marketing
efforts, and market
knowledge we found a 
credible buyer within our 
client’s timeframe.”

The buyer, “an
international investor, 
recently began to dispose 
of  residential assets and
was interested in ac-
quiring high-performing 
assets with the potential 
for higher yields. The 
Imagine Charter School
fits these criteria, as it 
reports higher yields 
than most single-tenant 
buildings in the area,” 
Matthews stated in a Feb. 

4 news release.
The Upper School

campus, for middle 
school and high school 
students, is across Toledo
Blade Boulevard from 
the Elementary Campus 
at 2757 Sycamore St. It’s
owned by Woodoff LLC
and Will-Ridge LLC in 
University Park, Florida. 
Imagine is leasing that
building through 2026.

Imagine Schools        is 
a national nonprofit 
family of  public charter 
schools that was founded 
in 2004. It has 51 public
charter campuses in 
seven states and educates 

29,000 students, according 
to its website, www.
imagineschools.org.

As charter schools, 
Imagine Schools are part 
of  the Sarasota County 

Public Schools district. 
For more about Imagine 
Schools North Port, visit 
imagineschoolatnorth 
port.org.
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The Sunseeker Resort from Allegiant Air, still under construction in Charlotte County, is now officially 
taking reservations. 

The massive Charlotte Harbor resort, which is still mostly scaffolding and concrete, is booking guests for 
stays starting in May 2023. Rooms can be booked over the phone at 833-909-5700 or on the resort's 
website, sunseekerresorts.com. 

To celebrate the launch, the hotel is offering a special “intro 
to paradise” deal. The special, available to guests staying 
two nights or longer, will include a complimentary view 
upgrade, early check-in and late check-out if available, free 
airport shuttle transportation to and from Punta Gorda 
Airport and Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, a VIP 
welcome gift and the chance to win a trip to attend the 
resort's grand opening.  

"This project is the culmination of years of brainstorming, planning, and constructing a property that will 
undoubtedly elevate Floridian hospitality," Micah Richins, executive vice president and chief operations 
officer for Sunseeker, said. "With dynamic culinary offerings, well-curated guest activities, and a world-
class golf course we look forward to welcoming the world to our destination resort.”  

https://www.sunseekerresorts.com/


Sunseeker is the first resort from Allegiant Travel Company and the largest hotel to open in Southwest 
Florida in more than 13 years. It will have 785 guest rooms, including nearly 200 luxury suites, two 
pools, 19 dining and drinking options, 60,000 square feet of meeting and conference space and retail 
situated along "a scenic harbor walk" on the Peace River.  

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
There will also be a state-of-the-art 7,100-square-foot fitness center and an 18-hole golf course available 
to resort guests only.  

Construction on Sunseeker has been underway since 2018. It hit a snag when COVID-19 hit, but resumed 
in August of last year after Allegiant secured a $350 million construction loan.  

Delays in the global supply chain have bumped the projected budget of the resort from $510 million to 
$585 million, company president John Redmond said in a February earnings call. But Redmond said he 
doesn't expect any more budget increases, and the resort is on track to be completed early next year. 

Allegiant, which is based in Las Vegas, has a sizable presence in Southwest Florida. Its airline flies to 
more than 50 destinations from the Punta Gorda Airport, 29 from Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport and nearly 60 from St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport.  The airline said it moves about 8 
million travelers in and out of Florida every year.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/18/sunseeker-resort-still-under-construction-now-taking-reservations/6836244001/ 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldtribune.com%2Fstory%2Fbusiness%2Fcolumns%2F2021%2F10%2F31%2Fshortage-and-supply-chain-issues-hit-sarasota-manatee%2F8580924002%2F
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/01/flights-austin-texas-begin-via-allegiant-air-sarasota-bradenton/9297125002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/18/sunseeker-resort-still-under-construction-now-taking-reservations/6836244001/
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The August, 2022, Primary 
Election will have two of  the 
five seats on the Charlotte 
County Airport Board up for 
election. District 2 is currently 
held by the author, who 
will run again. In District 4, 
Stan Smith, who has a life-
long career in aviation, has 
registered as a candidate.

In February 2021 there was 
a proposed legislative effort to 
change how Airport Authority 
commissioners are elected, 
but the legislative effort was 
terminated because of  the 
pushback from the citizens 
of  Charlotte County. We do 
need a mechanism to verify 
a candidate’s residency of  at 
least 6 months in their district 
to qualify. This needs an 
enforcement method, maybe 
by a recommendation of  the 
Charter Review Committee. 
Remember the last election 
a candidate was on the 
authority ballot who lived in 
Sarasota!

So why is the 2022 authority 
election so important? 
Remember the controversy of  
privatizing the airport? There 
were and are strong advocates 
of  placing the airport in 
private hands. Fortunately, the 
authority voted to maintain 
the governance of  the airport 
by the citizens of  Charlotte 

County. We will probably 
never know the motivation 
to privatize the entire airport 
and can only guess who was to 
benefit.

The Punta Gorda Airport 
is doing extremely well and 
survived the downturn of  air 
travel caused by COVID-19. 
Air travel is back at PGD and 
we are building for the future 
with airport improvements 
and user facilities.

Some highlights about 
your airport. We continue 
to be financially strong 
with no reliance on county 
tax expenditures and, most 
important, we anticipated 
airline passenger numbers 
to increase. In 2019, 1,644,916 
airline passengers went 
through the airport, but in 
2020 passengers declined 
to 1,189,681 due to COVID. 
In 2021 air travel started 
to recover and the airport 

handled 1,569,836 passengers! 
You can fly to 53 cities out of  
Punta Gorda, though some are 
seasonal.

Not only airline traffic 
is increasing, so is general 
aviation, comprising 
individuals and businesses 
that own their own aircraft. 
Growth demands maintaining 
and providing facilities to 
service our air transportation 
demands. We have some 16 
projects underway to service 
our growth, amounting to 
approximately $60-plus-
million in improvements! 
One major change and 
improvement is the new 
General Aviation Terminal 
on Challenger Road 
encompassing a number of  
aircraft storage hangers and 
space for aviation business. 
Moving this activity to the 
north side of  the airport will 
make room for expanded 

passenger and airline 
facilities.

We have provided a number 
of  information vehicles for 
you to keep track of  what is 
going on at the airport. You 
can go to our website flypgd.
com which can provide you 
an answer for just about any 
question you might have. The 
Airport Authority meetings 
are live streamed and 
available for playback on the 
Punta Gorda Airport YouTube 
page. The web page will give 
you dates of  the meetings, 
agenda and meeting minutes.

We are now even more 
attractive for privatization. 
Hopefully, the privatization 
issue will not be reborn. 
Charlotte County is fortunate 
to benefit from all the 
visionary and financial 
planning without tax burdens 
on our citizenry. I urge you 
to carefully evaluate the 2022 

campaigns for the Airport 
Authority, especially if  we 
have competing candidates, on 
what they bring to the table. 
As of  this writing we only 
have two aviation experienced 
candidates but the unknown is 
still ahead of  us.

Rob Hancik, A.A.E., 
chairman, Charlotte County 
Airport Authority

Rob Hancik is a member of  the 
Charlotte County Curmudgeon 
Club and can be reached at 
cccurmudgeions@gmail.com

Punta Gorda Airport made it through pandemic fine

ROB HANCIK
Curmudgeon  Club

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES

State Rep. Mike Grant
(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan 
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell 
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101 
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS

State Sen. Joe Gruters 
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton 
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-34-0073
Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717 
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026

Not only airline traffic is increasing, so is general aviation, comprising 
individuals and businesses that own their own aircraft. Growth 
demands maintaining and providing facilities to service our air 

transportation demands. We have some 16 projects underway to 
service our growth, amounting to approximately  

$60-plus-million in improvements! 
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735 South Beneva Road,
Sarasota, FL 34232
941-366-4954
www.YourFarmandGarden.com

Voted No.1 Garden Center in SarasotaVoted No.1 Garden Center in Sarasota!!
Plants, Trees, Pottery, Landscaping & Garden Supplies,Unique and Artistic Garden Decor

The Sunseeker Resort from Allegiant
Air, still under construction in Charlotte
County, is now officially taking reserva-
tions.

The massive Charlotte Harbor re-
sort, which is still mostly scaffolding
and concrete, is booking guests for
stays starting in May 2023. Rooms can
be booked over the phone at 833-909-

5700 or on the resort’s website, sunsee-
kerresorts.com.

To celebrate the launch, the hotel is
offering a special “intro to paradise”
deal. The special, available to guests
staying two nights or longer, will in-
clude a complimentary view upgrade,
early check-in and late check-out if
available, free airport shuttle transpor-
tation to and from Punta Gorda Airport
and Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport, a VIP welcome gift and the

chance to win a trip to attend the re-
sort’s grand opening. 

“This project is the culmination of
years of brainstorming, planning, and
constructing a property that will un-
doubtedly elevate Floridian hospital-
ity,” Micah Richins, executive vice
president and chief operations officer
for Sunseeker, said. “With dynamic cu-
linary offerings, well-curated guest 

Sunseeker now taking reservations
Laura Finaldi
Sarasota Herald-Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SUNSEEKER, Page 9C
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activities, and a world-class golf course
we look forward to welcoming the world
to our destination resort.”

Sunseeker is the first resort from Al-
legiant Travel Company and the largest
hotel to open in Southwest Florida in
more than 13 years. It will have 785 guest
rooms, including nearly 200 luxury
suites, two pools, 19 dining and drinking
options, 60,000 square feet of meeting
and conference space and retail situat-
ed along “a scenic harbor walk” on the
Peace River. There will also be a state-
of-the-art 7,100-square-foot fitness
center and an 18-hole golf course avail-
able to resort guests only. 

Construction on Sunseeker has been

underway since 2018. It hit a snag when
COVID-19 hit, but resumed in August of
last year after Allegiant secured a $350
million construction loan. 

Delays in the global supply chain
have bumped the projected budget of
the resort from $510 million to $585 mil-
lion, company president John Redmond
said in a February earnings call. But
Redmond said he doesn’t expect any
more budget increases, and the resort is
on track to be completed early next year.

Allegiant, which is based in Las Ve-
gas, has a sizable presence in Southwest
Florida. Its airline flies to more than 50
destinations from the Punta Gorda Air-
port, 29 from Sarasota-Bradenton Inter-
national Airport and nearly 60 from St.
Pete-Clearwater International Airport. 

The airline said it moves about 8 mil-
lion travelers in and out of Florida every
year.

Allegiant's Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is now taking reservations for
May 2023. THOMAS BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE

Sunseeker
Continued from Page 1C



Seagate Development Group is in the preconstruction phase of a 60,000-square-foot design-build facility for 
American Builders & Contractors Supply Co. Inc. It is set to break ground in the second quarter at the Charlotte 
County Park of Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport. The full-service development company is in 
permit for site development and construction of a 53,200-plus-square foot warehouse as well as a 6,700-plus-
square-foot office area. The pre-engineered metal building will include metal panels and a stucco office façade 
as well as a fenced outdoor yard. With six acres in the first phase, the newest location for America’s largest 
wholesale distributor of roofing, siding and more will have 2.5 acres for future expansion. ABC Supply is slated 
for completion in the first quarter of 2023. 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/seagate-to-break-ground-on-abc-supply-in-q2/ 

https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/gb_daily/seagate-to-break-ground-on-abc-supply-in-q2/


From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 7:00 AM 
Subject: ABC Supply to break ground in Q2 

NEWS 

SEAGATE TO BREAK GROUND ON ABC SUPPLY IN Q2 

Seagate Development Group is in the preconstruction phase of a 60,000-square-foot design-build 
facility for American Builders & Contractors Supply Co. Inc. It is set to break ground in the second 
quarter at the Charlotte County Park of Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport. The full-
service development company is in permit for site development and construction of a 53,200-plus-
square foot warehouse as well as a 6,700-plus-square-foot office area. The pre-engineered metal 
building will include metal panels and a stucco office façade as well as a fenced outdoor yard. With 
six acres in the first phase, the newest location for America’s largest wholesale distributor of roofing, 
siding and more will have 2.5 acres for future expansion. ABC Supply is slated for completion in the 
first quarter of 2023. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com


By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Rapid growth is creating opportunities 
and problems for Charlotte County 
businesses, government and law enforce-
ment, according to community leaders 
speaking at a State of  the County online 
assembly.

One opportunity is a potential 
$100 million investment in rebuilding the 
Promenades Mall along U.S. 41 to include 
1,100 apartments on top floors, 17,500 
square feet of  office space in the middle 
and a walkable retail area on the ground 
level, Economic Development Director 
Dave Gammon told an online gathering 
of  local leaders Wednesday.

Hosted by the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce, speakers pro-
moted their accomplishments in 2021 and 
laid out the big projects coming this year.

Punta Gorda & Englewood Visitor & 
Convention Bureau has hired a new per-
son to market 55,000 square feet of  new 
conference space opening in 2023 at the 
new Sunseeker resort, Tourism Director 
Sean Doherty said.

“That’s going to be really a game 

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Only a
few unfinished items need to
be finished before the new
Englewood Helping Hand 
building opens.

With community support, 
Englewood Helping Hand 
raised more than $370,000

for a new building 200 yards 
away from Englewood United
Methodist Church, 700 E. 
Dearborn St.

The social services agency
has a food, utility and other
assistance is available to clients
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays

Currently, food distribution 
for Sarasota and Charlotte 
county residents is in a drive-th-
ru format at the temporary 
building behind the church.

Hamsher Homes is building
the nonprofit’s new headquar-
ters. Things are going well.

“One of  the things we are
waiting on is the garage door,”

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B 

See Sports
section, starting 

on PAGE 7B

County leaders 
announce new 
developments, 
address growth
Chamber of Commerce 

holds State of County 

session

CHARLOTTE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ZOOM

Capt. Andres Rodriguez of the Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s Office was one of 
several county leaders to speak about 
accomplishments and new issues in the 
State of County Zoom gathering.

SEE LEADERS, 3B

Helping Hand needs food donations, freezer
Englewood 

organization’s new 

headquarters is 

nearing completion

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Children and adults can help volunteer at the temporary food 
pantry at Englewood Helping Hand while the new building is 
under construction.SEE FOOD, 3B
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changer for us,” Doherty 
said of  the resort owned by 
Allegiant Airlines that is ex-
pected to open early next year.

Gammon agreed.
“Sunseeker is going to 

change Charlotte County forev-
er,” he said. “People all over the 
country are looking at this.”

Growth has led to new 
problems in law enforcement, 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office Capt. Andres Rodriguez 
said.

“We’re now getting 911 calls 
from areas that previously 
just had cows,” he said, adding 
the county is still a commu-
nity where residents feel safe 
enough to walk outside at night.

Looking back at the pan-
demic in 2021, law enforcement 
saw increases in mental health 
problems and drug overdoses, 
Rodriguez said. Charlotte 
County Sheriff Bill Prummell 

initiated a new team approach 
with behavioral health and 
medical staff to keep these 
cases out of  the jail.

For Punta Gorda, Manager 
Greg Murray said the city man-
aged to change long-standing 
problems in budgeting in the 
last year, so that will no longer 
empty its reserves.

It will continue to pursue the 
annexation of  properties that 
lie within the city’s outline and 
service area, thus gaining taxes 
for property the city is already 
serving with police and fire.

And the city must address 
how to fill prominent, vacant 
commercial lots without 
triggering resident objections to 
tall buildings, he said.

Growth is being fueled by 
a nationwide migration to 
Florida. The median sale 
price of  a home jumped 26% 
from 2020 to 2021, said Sharon 
Neuhofer, head of  the Punta 
Gorda, Port Charlotte, North 
Port Association of  Realtors.

Inventory is so low, there’s 

only a one-month supply of  
homes now, she said.

Home builders are struggling 
to keep up with demand, said 
Donna Barrett, chief  executive 
officer of  the Charlotte DeSoto 
Building Industry Association.

The production of  materials 
has broken down worldwide, 
she said, leading to such delays 
as 52 weeks at one time for 
windows. It’s down to 28 weeks 
for windows, she said.

To address the shortage of  
people in construction, she 
said, the CDBIA is providing 
scholarships to local high 
school students who want to 
study construction.

If  you want to build a house 
now, she said, expect it to take 
up to two years.

Punta Gorda Airport CEO 
James Parish said the airport 
met with six airlines last 
week interested in learning 
more about the the area. He 
also spoke of  the imminent 
completion of  a new air center 
for noncommercial flights. The 

center has space to be used for 
meetings and special events 
with catering and technology.

Compared to four years ago, 
schools have increased enroll-
ment, teacher pay, and school 
ranking, School Committee 
member Kim Amontree said.

But third-grade reading profi-
ciency dropped, most likely due 
to online learning during the 
pandemic, she said.

At the county level, Deputy 
Administrator Emily Lewis 
highlighted the latest year of  
the pandemic in which the 
county distributed $5.7 million 
in federal and local aid to resi-
dents and businesses, $1 million 
to nonprofits and water and 
sewer payment assistance to 
618 households.

In the coming year, Lewis 
said, the county will be lobby-
ing on behalf  of  residents who 
recently learned their federal 
flood insurance will climb 
dramatically. The county will 
also complete long-running 
road projects such as Olean 

Boulevard, plus start new 
projects including fire stations 
and the Port Charlotte Beach 
Complex renovation.

Many residents and some 
officials have told Gammon that 
they want to slow down growth 
to maintain the county’s small 
town charm. Growth will 
happen one way or another 
here, Gammon said, because of  
the tens of  thousands of  still 
vacant tiny lots sold by General 
Development starting in the 
1950s.

Most of  those empty lots have 
no sidewalks, sewers or water 
lines, he noted. So the county 
needs to use its new mixed use 
re-zoning category to encour-
age more creative development 
that creates a sense of  better 
community.

And the county needs to 
attract more younger people to 
work and diversity the commu-
nity, he added.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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ALAN JACKSON’S 
SELECT OPENING ARTIST FROM THE LATEST 

 “HONKY TONK HIGHWAY TOUR” 
COVERS FROM: 

GEORGE JONES • WAYLON JENNINGS 
GEORGE STRAIT • MERLE HAGGARD 

JOHNNY CASH • WILLIE NELSON 
HANK WILLIAMS JR • KEITH WHITLEY

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY! ORDER ONLINE OR BY PHONE: 
WWW.SUNEVENTS.COM • 941-833-5444

 

MARCH 12TH, 2022 • 7:00PM
Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center

75 TAYLOR STREET • PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950

DIRECT FROM NASHVILLE
IMPRESSIONS OF COUNTRY’S GREATEST LENGENDS

PLUS STONE-COUNTRY ORIGINALS

REAL COUNTRY 
MUSIC
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Chi-Town Transit Authority is an 8-piece group based out of Atlanta, GA, established in 2017 and dedicated to 
reproducing the “Chicago” concert experience. As a tribute band, Chi-Town features a tight horn section along 

with the dynamic vocal harmonies that Chicago is famous for!  They perform all of the familiar and famous 
songs covering over 4 decades of steady hits written and recorded by Chicago. Chi-Town’s emphasis is on the 

kind of live show that brings down the house and leaves the crowd calling for more!… If it’s excitement  
you are looking for, Chi-Town Transit Authority is the band who can bring it!

A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC 
OF CHICAGO

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY! ORDER ONLINE OR BY PHONE: 
WWW.SUNEVENTS.COM

941-207-1038

March 31, 2022 • 7:00pm
Venice Community Center

326 Nokomis Ave S 

Venice, FL 34285

April 3, 2022 • 7:00pm
Charlotte Performing Arts Center

701 Carmalita Street 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950
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Price tag of first-of-its-kind 
resort rises to $585 million 
Long-anticipated 
Sunseeker is booking 
for next year. 

I
f you build it, they will 
come. That movie line, as 
classic and overused as 

it might be, has pretty much 
summed up the driving prin
ciple behind Allegiant Air's 
years-long quest to build and 
open the Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor in Charlotte 
County. 

Now, after five years and a 
global pandemic, the world is 
about to find out if the airlines' 
real-life work turns out as well 
and dreamlike as the baseball 
field did in the movie. 

John Redmond, Allegiant's 
president and CEO come June 
1, put it this way when he vis
ited the site in August: "We've 
been working day and night 
on this, and you haven't seen 
anything until you have seen 
this project." 

When it opens, the resort 
will have 785 rooms as well 
as 19 restaurants and bars, 
two pools, a spa and salon, a 
117,000-square-foot "ground
level experience," an adults
only rooftop retreat, 60,000 

MARK GORDON 

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor's views include an overlook of 

Peace River. 

square feet of meeting space, 
a harbor walk and an 18-hole 
golf course. 

Included in the room mix.will 
be 189 luxury one- to three
bedroom suites that will range 
in size from 875 to 1,700 square 
feet and come with chef-level 
kitchens, private balconies and 
separate check-in services and 
private lounges. The company 

f ' 

----�--

calls this hotel-within-a-hotel 
concept Sunsuites. 

According to Allegiant's an
nual report released Feb. 2, the 
amount spent on the project 
as of Dec. 31 was $211 million, 
with $23 million of that being 
debt and $188 million paid for 
by the company. The entire 
project, according to the an
nual report, is expected to cost 

as much as $585 million, up 
from an original price tag of 
$510 million. Of that, 60% to 
63% is expected to come from 
financing. 

In a presentation, the com
pany forecasts an 85% annual 
occupancy. 

According to Allegiant, a 
low-cost airline pioneer, the 
company is employing about 
800 construction workers for 
the project. About 1,150 people 
will work at the resort when it 
opens. 

Sunseeker dates to early 2017, 
when airline officials scouted 
sites in Punta Gorda. The fish
ing village, with a population of 
about 18,000, is within a two
hour drive of four airports that 
shuttle millions of passengers 
a year into the Sunshine State 
from the Northeast and Mid
west. That was the initial driver 
for Sunseeker. 

Allegiant paid around $35 
million for the 24-acre site for 
Sunseeker in 2017. 

Allegiant passenger tallies 
from airports in those areas 
- Fort Myers, Punta Gorda,
Sarasota-Bradenton and St.
Pete-Clearwater - have only
exploded since then. The air
line was expected to surpass 2

million passengers in and out 
of Punta Gorda alone in 2022, 
Redmond said in 2021. And 
its biggest airports in terms 
of passengers coming out of 
the pandemic were Southwest 
Florida International in Fort 
Myers and Sarasota-Bradenton 
International. 

Redmond, during his 2021 
visit, called the airport traffic 
data validation for "why we 
did the resort here in the first 
place." 

By March 2020, phase-one. 
construction was about one
third done. 

Then the pandemic hit and 
the work stopped. 

The decision to postpone -
not cancel or sell - Sunseeker 
and wait out the pandemic was 
made after substantial delib
erations among the executive 
team. One key toward perse
vering, officials said, despite 
the carrying costs, was that the 
value of the project would be 
hindered if it sold unfinished. 

Persevering included main
taining six cranes towering 
over the project, humongous 
hoists that stood motionless 
for 17 months. Asked at a 2021 
press event how he could allow 
that, Redmond said, "You can 
keep them if you write a big 
check every month. I won't tell 
you how much it is, but it's ugly 
times six." 

Construction restarted in 
the fall of 2021 and, if all goes 
as planned, the first guests 
will begin arriving right before 
summer 2023. 
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Construction is about to begin on ABC Supply Co.’s new facility near Punta Gorda Airport. 

The company is building a 53,200-square-foot warehouse and 6,700 square feet in office space at the 
Charlotte County Park of Commerce, next to the airport. The pre-engineered building will have metal 
panels and a stucco façade for the office, according to Seagate Development Group. 

Seagate is building the facility, which is expected to be completed early next year. The company is 
currently working on permitting for site development.  

ABC Supply is based in Beloit, Wisconsin. The wholesale distributor of building supplies was founded in 
1982 and has 15,000 employees working at 800 locations, including more than 40 in Florida. Sales in 
2020 topped $12.1 billion. 

The company specializes in roofing supplies as well as exterior and interior building products. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/building-supply-company-primed-to-begin-construction-of-60-000-square-foot-facility 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/building-supply-company-primed-to-begin-construction-of-60-000-square-foot-facility
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A new subdivision 
planned for south of  Jones Loop Road in 
Punta Gorda could run into airplane noise 
issues in its future.

Seagrass subdivision developers, Jones 
Loop Road LLC, are currently working with 
the city to rezone a portion of  land near the 
intersection of  Jones Loop and Tamiami 
Trail from commercial use to residential.

The developers want to build around 240 
lots for single-family homes and residential 
amenities.

At a Feb. 16 City Council meeting, 
Charlotte County Airport Authority 
Commissioner Rob Hancik, among others, 
suggested the city could push private 
property developers to grant “avigation 
easements” to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 
if  developments were located within a flight 
path. The PGD complex is located at 28000 
Airport Road which is around 5 miles north 
of  Jones Loop Road.

The Seagrass development was not on the 
meeting’s agenda that day.

According to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, an avigation easement 
provides the right of  an aircraft to cause 
noise, vibrations, fumes, deposits of  dust, 
fuel particles, fear, interference with sleep or 
communication, among other issues.

The Seagrass development is planned for 
an area that is “directly into the approach 
of  Runway 4-22” at PGD, Hancik said at the 
meeting.

“Before you consider somewhere along the 
line for a zoning change requirement for the 
development that is currently going on the 
corner of  Jones Loop and U.S. 41,” he said, “I 
know that there is an opinion by your (city) 
planning people that there is no authority to 
grant an easement, but I would tend to differ 
with that.”

Runway 4-22 is currently being rehabilitat-
ed and is planned to reopen in January 2023, 
according to PGD Communications Manager 
Kaley Miller.

“In 2021, PGD had 87,599 takeoffs and 
landings, but I do not have the breakdown 

There is a new 
development 

in flight’s path
City: Airport responsible 

for noise easements

SEE AIRPORT, 4C
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PicklePlex volunteer Tom 
Ward. Ward is also president of  
pickleball organization Peace 
River Picklers in Punta Gorda.

“This is all fun, win or lose,” 
he added. “The pickleball com-
munity is a good community to 
be a part of  with good people 
and good sportsmanship.”

The APP tournament in 

Punta Gorda is the second stop 
so far on their 32-city tour this 
year.

Around 820 players signed 
up for the APP tournament in 
Punta Gorda.

Although no official count 
was in yet, Reilly said they had 
somewhere around 700 spec-
tators attend the tournament 
over the five days. 

She added that the tour-
nament wouldn’t have been 
possible without volunteers.

“Our volunteers have just 
been outstanding,” Reilly 
said of  the 40 or so volunteers 
helping out each day.

“Along with that, the people 
of  the area have been awe-
some coming out and being 
spectators; it’s been a fantastic 
turnout all around.”

Volunteer Suzy Monnon said 
she used to help run music 
festivals in Canada.

“This APP tournament is 
very well-run all around for 

an all-around experience,” 
Monnon said. “PicklePlex 
is like the pickleball Disney 
World.”

With construction being 
planned to add an additional 
eight courts at PicklePlex this 
summer, PicklePlex board 
member Nancy Prafke said 
there is nothing but growth for 
their future with APP. 

“APP is a great group and 
well-organized and easy to 
work with,” Prafke said. “We’re 

happy to have this partnership 
and blessed to have them 
coming here.

“APP had to turn people 
away (because of  space) so we 
know that when we get the new 
courts built, this tournament 
will be much larger.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

TOURNEY
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of  which runway was used 
for each takeoff and landing,” 
Miller told The Daily Sun 
Thursday. “Runway 4-22 was 
the main commercial airline 
runway, and will return to be-
ing so once rehab is complete.”

Because of  the ongoing 
runway construction, Hancik 
told the City Council that there 
might not seem to be an issue at 
this time.

“One of  the big things that 

easement does is it protects 
the facility and the community 
that the airport is in from noise 
lawsuits,” he said.

“We’re just trying to protect 
the airport from future en-
croachment,” Hancik added. 
“Right now, as I understand it, 
our staff is trying to work out 
(possible easement details) with 
the developer.”

In a Feb. 18 letter from City 
Attorney David Levin to City 
Council members and city staff, 
Levin explained that the ease-
ment is “an interest in private 
property and the air overhead.”

“(The easement) grants to 
an airport the unobstructed 
use and passage of  all types of  
aircraft in and through the air-
space to and from an airport,” 
Levin wrote,

He added that neither an 
airport nor any other govern-
mental entity may compel a 
private property owner to grant 
an avigation easement without 
violating state and federal due 
process clauses.

Ultimately, Levin wrote 
that the city is not responsible 
for negotiating an avigation 
easement.

“The burden is upon an air-
port to negotiate with a private 
property owner for the pur-
chase of  an avigation easement, 
not upon a local government to 
extort the same in return for 
a development approval,” he 
wrote.

Assistant City Manager 
Melissa Reichert told The Daily 
Sun that the Airport Authority 
has submitted an email 
request to the Seagrass devel-
oper requesting an avigation 
easement.

“This would be an issue 
between the Airport Authority 

and the developer,” Reichert 
said. “The city of  Punta Gorda 
has no authority to request or 
require an avigation easement 
as a condition of  approving the 
Planned Development.”

Reichert added that the 
proposed Seagrass planned 
development is scheduled for 
a final reading and potential 
adoption at the March 16 City 
Council meeting.

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com
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Ja’Nyrein Washington

RUNNING BACK, PORT CHARLOTTE

One week into the 

season, Port Charlotte 

running back 

Ja’Nyrein Washington al-

ready has a comfortable area 

lead in rushing touchdowns.

In a 36-7 win over Lemon 

Bay, Washington scored three 

touchdowns in the fi rst half, 

amassing 82 yards on eight 

carries. Washington is a big, 

bruising back that can keep 

his balance after contact and 

break for long runs.

“(Washington) runs how 

he lives his life, he’s tough,” 

Port Charlotte coach Jordan 

Ingman said. “He’s great in 

the classroom, he’s great in 

the weight room, he’s great 

at practice. What you see 

on Friday night is how he 

carries himself  in all phases 

of  his life.”

Lemon Bay golfer Christain 

Chandler opened her 

senior season with a strong 

performance in a tri-match with 

Venice and Port Charlotte on 

Aug. 22.
Chandler led the fi eld with a 

round of  37 on the par-35 front 

nine of  Lemon Bay Golf  Club. 

Lightning cut the round short, 

so scores were calculated off  

average strokes over par for the 

fi ve holes played before stop-

page. Chandler was fi ve strokes 

better than the next highest 

score.
“Christain played really 

strong in tough, hot and rainy 

conditions and scrambled well 

to save pars,” Lemon Bay coach 

Darrell Roach said. “She also 

said she had mostly one-putts.”

Christain Chandler
GOLFER, LEMON BAY

Family Owned & 

Operated for 38 years

13 Boat Lines

Repower Specialists Call KG

7 Days a Week 941-628-500
0

www.IngmanMarine.com

1189 Tamiami Trail | Port Charlotte 

941-255-155
5

15001 Gasparilla Rd. | Placida

941-697-100
0

8311 N. Tamiami Trail | Sarasota

941-360-008
8

14531 N Cleveland Ave. | N Fort Myers

239-599-906
9
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Rosen, who’s dealing with 

the humbling reality of  being 

discarded by the Cardinals 

quarterba
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16-year-old learning to drive.
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Sioux Falls Regional Airport is bringing back another California city to its nonstop destinations. 

Allegiant Air will begin nonstop flights from Sioux Falls to San Diego, as well as back, beginning in 
May, according to a press release from the company. 

The round-trip flights from Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD) to San Diego, California via San Diego 
International Airport (SAN) begin May 19. 

What days will be in service have not yet been announced, but the new route is kicking off with fare deals 
as low as $59 for a one-way trip. The new route is part of a nine-route expansion across Allegiant’s 
network, launching just in time for vacations. 

“We’re thrilled to kick off 2022 with a network expansion in twelve of our markets,” said Drew Wells, 
Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and planning said about the expansion. 

One goal Wells added is that new routes assist in "connecting travelers in some of the smaller cities we 
serve to several popular vacation destinations such as Nashville, Savannah, Roanoke and San Diego.” 

Currently, Allegiant offers these nonstop flights from Sioux Falls 

Austin, Texas via Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS) 



Phoenix, Arizona via Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) 

Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville International Airport (BNA) 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida via Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) 

Las Vegas, Nevada via Las Vegas-McCarran International Airport (LAS) 

Los Angeles, California via Los Angeles International (LAX) 

Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 

St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) 

Orlando, Florida via Orlando International Airport (SFB) 

Santa Ana, California via John Wayne Airport (SNA) 

https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/business-journal/2022/02/01/sioux-falls-regional-airport-gets-return-nonstop-california-allegiant-flight-
san-diego-2022/9298729002/ 

https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/business-journal/2022/02/01/sioux-falls-regional-airport-gets-return-nonstop-california-allegiant-flight-san-diego-2022/9298729002/
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/business-journal/2022/02/01/sioux-falls-regional-airport-gets-return-nonstop-california-allegiant-flight-san-diego-2022/9298729002/
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Sioux Falls Regional Airport is bringing back another California city to its nonstop destinations. 

Allegiant Air will begin nonstop flights from Sioux Falls to San Diego, as well as back, beginning in 
May, according to a press release from the company. 

The round-trip flights from Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD) to San Diego, California via San Diego 
International Airport (SAN) begin May 19. 

What days will be in service have not yet been announced, but the new route is kicking off with fare deals 
as low as $59 for a one-way trip. The new route is part of a nine-route expansion across Allegiant’s 
network, launching just in time for vacations. 

“We’re thrilled to kick off 2022 with a network expansion in twelve of our markets,” said Drew Wells, 
Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and planning said about the expansion. 

One goal Wells added is that new routes assist in "connecting travelers in some of the smaller cities we 
serve to several popular vacation destinations such as Nashville, Savannah, Roanoke and San Diego.” 

Currently, Allegiant offers these nonstop flights from Sioux Falls 

Austin, Texas via Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS) 

Phoenix, Arizona via Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) 

Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville International Airport (BNA) 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida via Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) 

Las Vegas, Nevada via Las Vegas-McCarran International Airport (LAS) 

Los Angeles, California via Los Angeles International (LAX) 

Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 

St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) 

Orlando, Florida via Orlando International Airport (SFB) 

Santa Ana, California via John Wayne Airport (SNA) 

https://news.yahoo.com/allegiant-brings-back-nonstop-flight-180517214.html 
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On Tuesday, Allegiant announced new nonstop service 
between Rhode Island International Airport 
(PVD) and Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville 
International Airport (BNA).  

The new route begins April 21, 2022, with one-way 
fares as low as $49.  

Flights from PVD to BNA will operate twice per week, 
on Thursdays and Sundays, and will utilize the 186-seat 
Airbus-320. 

Nashville is perhaps best known as the capital of 
country music, with local attractions including the 
Country Music Hall of Fame and the city's famous 
Music Row district. The city also serves as an excellent 
jumping-off point to explore the rest of Tennessee’s 
many historical sights and tourist attractions. 

Allegiant now offers three routes from Rhode Island T. F. Green International Airport, including year-
round service to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) in Florida, and summer seasonal service to Cincinnati-
Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG). The addition of this new route brings Rhode Island T. F. 
Green International Airport’s current nonstop route count to 26, marking a 53% increase in the number of 
nonstop routes from PVD since 2016. 

Service from PVD to Punta Gorda, which also serves surrounding communities including Fort Myers, FL, 
is currently available twice a week on Thursdays and Sundays.  Starting June 16, 2022 flights to PGD will 
increase to four times per week (Tuesday/Thursday/Saturday/Sunday) through July, three times per week 
in August, October and November, and twice per week in September. On June 16, 2022, Allegiant will 
also resume summer seasonal service from PVD to Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport 
(CVG), operating twice a week on Thursdays and Sundays through August 14, 2022. This is the fourth 
consecutive year that Allegiant has offered this seasonal summer route between CVG and PVD. 

 
https://www.golocalprov.com/business/new-direct-flights-from-ri-international-to-nashville-on-allegiant-starting 

 

 

 

https://www.golocalprov.com/business/new-direct-flights-from-ri-international-to-nashville-on-allegiant-starting


 

Supply chain issues are causing the estimated budget of Allegiant's Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor 
to increase by 10-15%. 

On a quarterly earnings call Wednesday afternoon, Allegiant Travel Company President John Redmond 
said that because of price increases and delivery problems caused by delays in the global supply chain, the 
total budget for Sunseeker could end up being $585 million, which is 15% more than the $510 million 
budget projected last August. 

"After restarting the project and spending some time understanding the impact to the budget due to the 
unexpected supply chain disruption that impacted price and delivery timeframe, I mentioned in the last 
call the budget could increase by 10-15%. That estimate has not changed as of today," Redmond said. 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant, a travel company that operates the dominant airline at nearby Punta Gorda 
Airport, started work on Sunseeker in late 2018. The airline also has a huge presence at nearby Sarasota-
Bradenton International Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. 

Construction halted after the pandemic hit in 2020, and resumed in August 2021 after Allegiant secured a 
$350 million construction loan and placed the hotel as collateral. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/07/30/allegiant-resume-construction-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor/5430408001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/columns/2021/10/31/shortage-and-supply-chain-issues-hit-sarasota-manatee/8580924002/


So far, $211 million has been spent on Sunseeker, including $23 million funded by debt and $188 million 
from Allegiant. Capital expenditures on the resort for 2021 were $51 million, according to the company.  

In order to provide what 
Redmond referred to as "some 
level of comfort," Allegiant has 
bought out or signed 
commitments for 74% of the 
revised budget. By the end of the 
second quarter 2022, that figure 
should be close to 100%. 

Despite the supply chain delays, 
Sunseeker is still set to open by 
2023, according to the company. 

The massive, 785-key resort, 
which sits on the banks of the 
Peace River, is designed to put 
Charlotte Harbor on the map as a 
vacation destination. It represents 
Allegiant's first foray into the 
resort business. 

When it opens, Sunseeker will have a marina, 55,000 square feet of meeting and event space, a state-of-
the-art fitness center, restaurants, bars, retail stores, two towers filled with extended stay rooms and a 
rooftop pool with a restaurant that will only be accessible to hotel guests. 

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant. Punta Gorda was its best-performing airport throughout the 
pandemic, and the airline flies about 8 million leisure travelers in and out of the Sunshine State each year. 

Allegiant also flies to 29 destinations from Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport and to nearly 60 
from St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. New service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Austin, 
Texas is scheduled to begin in April. 

https://news.yahoo.com/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-track-160451033.html 

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2022/02/01/flights-austin-texas-begin-via-allegiant-air-sarasota-bradenton/9297125002/
https://news.yahoo.com/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-track-160451033.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WARWICK, RI — It just got a little easier for Rhode Islanders to get away to the heart of country music. 
Last week, Allegiant announced a new nonstop route to Nashville, Tennessee. 

The flights will run twice-weekly, on Thursdays and Sundays. The new route joins Allegiant's other non-
stop routes from Rhode Island T.F. Green International Airport, including Punta Gorda Airport in Florida 
and seasonal service to Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky International Airport. 

Nashville is known as the seat of country music, home to the Country Music Hall of Fame and the famed 
Music Row district. 

https://patch.com/rhode-island/cranston/allegiant-launches-flights-ri-nashville 

 

 

https://patch.com/rhode-island/cranston/allegiant-launches-flights-ri-nashville


PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla., Feb. 16, 2022 /PRNewswire/ -- The highly anticipated Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor announces today that the property is officially accepting guest reservations for stays 
beginning May 2023.  

The independently flagged property – which will be the first completely new-build resort with more than 
300 rooms to open in Southwest Florida in over thirteen years – features 785 well-appointed guest rooms 
including 189 top-tier luxury suites. When finished, the resort will offer guests 60,000 square feet of 
meeting and conference space, 19 total dining options and bars, two pools, and retail outlets situated 
along a scenic harbor walk. A state-of-the-art fitness center and spa will be located on the third floor of 
the resort's main tower. In addition to its prime waterfront location, Sunseeker Resort 
Charlotte Harbor will feature a world class 18-hole golf course exclusive to hotel guests. 

"We could not be more excited to open up reservations for our future guests," said Sunseeker Resort 
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Micah Richins. "This project is the culmination of 

years of brainstorming, planning, and constructing a property that will undoubtedly elevate Floridian 

hospitality. With dynamic culinary offerings, well-curated guest activities, and a world-class golf course 

we look forward to welcoming the world to our destination resort."  

Guests staying at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor will be able to pick from a signature list of 
guestrooms and suites. The resort's accommodations range from coastal-inspired premium rooms to the 
luxurious Sunsuites™, a hotel-within-a-hotel concept that will include lavish one-to-three bedroom 
layouts. Guests staying in Sunsuites will have their choice of 189 well-appointed one, two, and three-
bedroom suites ranging from 875 to 1,700-square-feet. Each will include a chef-level kitchen with Sub 
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Zero/Wolf stainless steel appliances, an entertaining area and private spacious outdoor balcony. Guests 
will also have access to special services including a separate check-in experience and private lounge 
access that offers amenities such as complimentary non-alcoholic beverages, small bites throughout the 
day and a pre-arrival concierge. 
 
This new resort will become a center of activity in Charlotte Harbor, offering visitors a portal to some of 
the finest amenities on the gulf coast. These include: A state-of-the-art 7,100-square-foot fitness center 
and a full-service spa and salon as well as two pools including a 117,000-square-foot ground-level 
experience and an adults-only rooftop retreat. The resort will also boast 60,000-square-feet of combined 
convention space with top-of-the-line features, including two ballrooms fully equipped with A/V systems. 
The convention center encompasses the main ballroom, junior ballroom, two executive boardrooms, 12 
meeting rooms, and an ideation suite with three separate breakout rooms. Guests will also have access to 
an exclusive (and resort-only) 18-hole golf experience. The golf course, designed by Kipp Schulties, will 
be home to high-end practice facilities and additional culinary offerings. In addition to event spaces, 
fitness areas and lifestyle offerings, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor will offer foodies a plethora of 
options for dining, boasting a variety of global cuisines and robust wine program intended to satisfy any 
and every craving with 19 dining outlets – including 11 bar areas. 
 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is Allegiant Travel Company's first full resort experience. The resort 
is located just ten minutes from Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), where guests will enjoy convenient access to 
and from their flights. PGD services more than 50 Allegiant destinations throughout the United States. In 
addition to Punta Gorda, Allegiant currently operates flights from nearby St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport (PIE), Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB) and Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport (SRQ) – all within a two-hour drive of Charlotte Harbor. In total, Allegiant currently 
moves nearly 8 million leisure travelers in and out of Florida every year. 
 
In celebration of its website launch, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is extending a special "Intro to 
Paradise" offer for two-night stays or longer that will include a complimentary view upgrade, early check-
in and late check-out (subject to availability), free airport shuttle transportation to and from Punta Gorda 
Airport & Sarasota Airport, a VIP welcome gift and the chance to win a trip to attend Sunseeker's Grand 
Opening weekend event. This offer is available to book on sunseekerresorts.com until May 1, 2022. 
 
Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is located at 4949 Tamiami Trail Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980. For 
more information or to make reservations at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, 
visit www.sunseekerresorts.com or call (833) 909-5700. For the most up-to-date news and information, 
please follow the hotel on Instagram @sunseekerresorts. 
 
ABOUT SUNSEEKER RESORT CHARLOTTE HARBOR 

 
Opening in 2023, Florida's newest luxury resort located in Charlotte Harbor is the first resort property of 
Sunseeker Resorts, a wholly owned subsidiary of Allegiant Travel Company.  Sunseeker Resort Charlotte 
Harbor occupies over 22 waterfront acres with 785 guestrooms, including 189 Signature Sunsuites™. Set 
upon the Peace River and Florida Gulf Coast, this premier resort offers 19 original dining and bar 
concepts; including six stand-alone restaurants and a multi-dining experience. Additional hotel amenities 
include a waterfront boardwalk, two unique rooftop and waterfront pool experiences, 60,000-square-feet 
of combined convention space, full-service spa and salon, a 7,100-square-foot state-of-the-art fitness 
center with four group exercise studios with specialty instructor lead classes, three retail and market 
shops, and an 18-hole championship level golf club exclusive to hotel guests only. The resort is 
conveniently located within a short drive of Punta Gorda, Fort Myers, Tampa, St. Petersburg-Clearwater, 
and Sarasota airports. For more information, visit www.SunseekerResorts.com. Follow us on 
Instagram: @Sunseekerresorts and like us on Facebook: @Sunseekerresorts. 
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ABOUT ALLEGIANT AIRLINES 

 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, 
focused on connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 1999, 
Allegiant Air has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-
nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today, Allegiant's fleet serves communities across the 
nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average domestic round trip ticket. For more 
information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, is available 
at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF 
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