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Punta Gorda 

Passengers from the two planes to Punta Gorda remained stuck. 

Due to the heavy fog, Allegiant landed these flights at other Florida airports. But that meant that these 
passengers had to find their own way back. WINK News reporter Zach Oliveri spoke to some of the 
passengers who described the ordeal as a “nightmare.” 

It was difficult to fly in the middle of a pandemic. Flying during the holidays is also a challenge. But for 
Craig Wormald, it was a nightmare. 

“It was as if they dropped you into a ghost town and away from you,” Warmald said. 

He was ready to go home on Thursday night after visiting his family in Providence, Rhode Island. 
Allegiant Air of Warmald was to land at Punta Gorda. Unfortunately, the fog was waiting for them. 

Allegiant states that it has diverted the flight to St. Petersburg for safety and compliance with FAA 
regulations. That meant that Warmald had to find a way back to his home. 

January 1, 2022 



“When I bought such a ticket, I thought. It was a contract. They had to take you from point A to point B. 
It’s not point A to point C.” He said. 

Warmald received a text message with $ 100 compensation for land transportation. 

Jim Gargiuro received $ 150 when his Allegiant flight from Albany was redirected to Sanford. “I got Lyft 
or Uber. No car is available,” Gargiulo said. 

Both men decided to return the taxi to southwest Florida in the final effort to get home. “I have to tell you 
that … it wasn’t the most fun drive in the world,” Gargiulo said. 

“Instead of going home at midnight, I went home around 3:30 am,” Warmald said. Gargiuro said, “I 
arrived here around 5:30 in the morning.” 

These rides were unexpected, not only late to get home, but also not cheap. 

“It cost me $ 350,” Wormald said. 

“It’s a $ 600 shy with a tip,” Gargiulo said. 

Both men may be home now, but they are still dealing with frustration from their detoured flight. 

“The crew was not honest with the people,” Gargiuro said. 

“I don’t know how they can take you to the airport and throw you away, leaving no resources for you,” 
Warmald said. 

You can read the full statement of Allegiant below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://floridanewstimes.com/swfl-passengers-struggle-to-get-home-as-allegiant-redirects-flights/401541/ 
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Charlotte County is lacking in job diversification, according to a recent study. 

"Almost two-thirds of employment in the Punta Gorda MSA is in three industries only," said Amir B. Ferreira 
Neto, professor of economics at Florida Gulf Coast University, who conducted the study. 

The Punta Gorda metro region includes all of Charlotte County. 

Neto, who is director of the university's Regional Economic Research Institute, explained there are 12 business 
"supersectors," and that Punta Gorda metro is deficient in all but three industries: trade, transportation and utilities 
(24.7%); education and health services (19.8%); and leisure and hospitality (14.5%). 

They accounted for 62.2% of total employment in the fourth quarter of 2020, Neto said. 

Furthermore, the top five sectors account for 80.6% of employment in the region. The other two sectors are 
construction (9%) and professional and business services (8.7%). 

The Industry Diversification Index is used to determine how regions fare when it comes to jobs available across 
the 12 "supersectors" which also include financial activities - Punta Gorda MSA has 4.3% of jobs in that industry; 
other services (3.8%); and public administration (6.9%). 

Charlotte County lacks the most in information positions, Neto said. This includes data processing, publishing, 
software, motion picture, broadcasting and other information service industries. 

The next least represented sector in the county is natural resources, and manufacturing comes in at the third least 
amount of jobs in that industry. 

This didn't surprise Dave Gammon, executive director of the Charlotte County Office of Economic Development. 

He said not only Charlotte County, but "all of Florida has a very small manufacturing base." 



Neto's report cites Charlotte County's median age as a reason why it lacks jobs diversification. 

Gammon concurred. "We are the second oldest county in the state; The Villages is number one." 

The average age in Seminole County (The Villages) is 67, while the Punta Gorda metro region has a median age 
of 60, he said. 

The region "remains highly concentrated in industries catered towards the elderly," Neto's report goes on to read. 

Because of the area's concentration in just three areas, it had the second lowest IDI in the state. 

However, the report went on to reveal that some of the area's growth was disrupted by the impacts of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

And this could be good news, according to Gammon. He said when northern states shut down and remained 
closed longer than Florida, there was more interest among businesses considering relocation, as our state was 
closed stayed open longer than northern states, and businesses were able to operate. 

Gammon said his office works with local industry and CareerSource of Southwest Florida, local schools and 
universities, to attract more workers to our area as well as businesses. 

He said it is imperative to provide a labor force for when new businesses do arrive. 

Meanwhile, the county continues to invite businesses to visit our area and consider moving here. 

He cited the Aviation Airframe and Powerplant Mechanics (A&P) training school, which is a partnership between 
Charlotte Technical college and Punta Gorda Airport. Opened in September, it will turn out a workforce of 
certified aviation mechanics, hence potentially attracting more aviation-related companies to the area, Gammon 
said. 

He gave an example of how the county works with CareerSource. When an aluminum boat manufacturer needed 
an aluminum welder, CareerSource helped generate employees. 

Gammon said the county unfortunately lost acreage that could have been used for manufacturing and other 
industries, when General Development Corp. in the 1950s and 1960s platted and sold single-family lots 
throughout most of the Port Charlotte and southern North Port area. 

He said the only acreage which could accommodate a large company's campus would be at the airport's 2,000 
acres. There are also 180 open acres at Murdock Village. 

Gammon said he is optimistic that businesses which have expressed interest in Charlotte County, will relocate. 

"We are doing our best to diversify our county as much as we can," he said, adding that our climate, lower taxes, 
and access to leisure activities such as fishing and boating are all enticements which are expected to continue 
luring more businesses to the area. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/study-charlotte-lacks-job-diversification/article_10601616-db77-11eb-b3ca-b381c6614fe1.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/study-charlotte-lacks-job-diversification/article_10601616-db77-11eb-b3ca-b381c6614fe1.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Airline canceled eight of 38 flights in and out of Punta Gorda on Monday. 
 
Reasons were continuing problems with severe weather in northern states along with staffing shortages 
experienced by all airlines due to COVID quarantining. 
 
“We continue to have an unusual number of cancellations this week,” Allegiant media relations 
spokesperson Sonya Padgett said. “Some have been due to severe weather, and some due to other factors, 
including the type of unanticipated staff impacts from COVID experienced by other airlines and partners 
in places where we fly.” 
 
She said “ongoing impact” can’t be predicted. 
 
“We do anticipate additional delays and cancellations this week, unfortunately,” she said. “Of course, 
when an unanticipated disruption to travel occurs, our customer care team notifies the affected passengers 
directly and relays options to be re-accommodated to another flight, receive a refund, credit or other 
compensation.” 
 
Getting on another flight is problematic for Allegiant flyers, because the airline’s economy model means 
it does not have flights on all days to all cities. The cities with cancellations Monday were Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Nashville, Tennessee; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Louisville, Kentucky and Newburgh, New 
York. All have only two flights a week to and from PGD this week, except Grand Rapids, which has five. 
 



Passengers with cancellations would pay nothing extra for a last-minute seat on a flight to the same city 
pairing, according the airline instructions. They can also request a refund. Allegiant told The Daily 

Sun that it would also accommodate travelers using nearby airports at no extra charge if Allegiant seats 
are available. 
 
Sun Country Airlines, which just started flying out of PGD, had only two flights, an arrival and a 
departure from and to Minneapolis, Minnesota. Neither was canceled. 
 
There were a handful of flights canceled or delayed out of Sarasota Bradenton International Airport as 
well on Monday. 
 
Allegiant ranked at the top of major U.S. airlines cancelling flights Monday, according to data 
on FlightAware.com. Allegiant cancelled 16% of its flights nationwide, the same as Southwest Airlines. 
Jet Blue came in next at 14%. United, Delta, American, Spirit and Frontier were between 4-8%. 
 
Allegiant canceled 13% of flights Sunday, slightly less than Jet Blue and Frontier. 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-cancels-21-of-flights-at-pgd-on-monday/article_55bbba1c-6ccc-11ec-a571-
4353a7c671a0.html 

 

http://flightaware.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-cancels-21-of-flights-at-pgd-on-monday/article_55bbba1c-6ccc-11ec-a571-4353a7c671a0.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-cancels-21-of-flights-at-pgd-on-monday/article_55bbba1c-6ccc-11ec-a571-4353a7c671a0.html


 
 

 

 
 
 
Allegiant Travel Co. will be changing its approach to aircraft and buying 50 new Boeing 737 Max jets after 
switching four years ago to a fleet of Airbus planes. 

The 737 Max made headlines in 2018 and 2019 with two fatal passenger line crashes — in Ethiopia and 
Indonesia. The Federal Aviation Administration ordered Boeing to ground its fleet and fix problems with its flight 
stabilization systems. Eighty-four countries initially banned the jet from passenger service. 

The FAA cleared the airliner in January 2020. 

According to Airline Weekly, since it re-entered service, about 350 Maxes have flown more than 110,000 times 
through August. Another publication did a count that the jet had more than 40,000 flights in the fall. It has not 
been re-certified to fly in China or Russia, according to Airline Weekly. 

Aviation finance analysts say Allegiant’s decision to switch to the 737 Max comes after the company that built 
Allegiant’s current planes — Airbus — gained contracts in late 2021 with two international airlines, KLM and 
Quantas. This reportedly increases competition between Airbus and Boeing. 

To answer questions from stockholders, Allegiant will hold an investors’ conference call at noon Thursday. 

It will take delivery of 10 of the jets in 2023, 24 more in 2024, and 16 additional in 2025, Allegiant Chief 
Financial Officer Greg Anderson told Reuters in an interview. 

Allegiant currently operates 110 Airbus A319s and A320s and will continue buying A320s in the used market, 
Anderson told Reuters. It has some 50 aircraft — 20 A320s and 30 A319s — that it may need to retire over the 
coming decade. 

Punta Gorda Airport is a major hub for the airline and will become more central with the opening of the first 
airline-owned resort, Sunseeker, in Charlotte Harbor in 2023. 

https://airlineweekly.com/2021/08/the-boeing-737-max-is-back-with-passenger-fears-proving-a-mirage/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/allegiant-air-buys-50-new-boeing-737-max-jets-strategy-shift-2022-01-05/


 

The purpose of the purchases and a shift toward new rather 
than used craft, according to Allegiant Chief Executive Officer 
Maurice Gallagher, is to accommodate anticipated growth.  

“Our approach to fleet has always been opportunistic, and this 
exciting transaction with Boeing is no exception,” said 
Maurice J. Gallagher Jr., Allegiant chairman and chief 
executive officer. 

“While the heart of our strategy continues to center on 
previously-owned aircraft, the infusion of up to 100 direct-
from-the-manufacturer 737s will bring numerous benefits for 

the future — including flexibility for capacity growth and aircraft retirements, significant environmental benefits, 
and modern configuration and cabin features our customers will appreciate,” Gallagher said. 

Allegiant is awaiting federal approval of a partnership with Mexican airline Viva Aerobus. The new jets open up 
the option of 400 new routes, said Anderson. 

Leisure travel has increased dramatically during the pandemic, spotlighting ultra-low-cost airlines such as 
Allegiant that use a different business model than the legacy airlines, which relied heavily on business travel. The 
pandemic upended business travel, but ultimately boosted domestic leisure travel. 

“We are thrilled that Allegiant has selected Boeing and the 737 MAX as they position themselves for future 
growth, improved efficiency and operational cost performance,” said Stan Deal, Boeing Commercial Airplanes 
president and CEO. “This deal further validates the economics of the 737 MAX family in the ULCC market and 
we’re excited to stand alongside Allegiant as they integrate these new airplanes into their fleet.” 

The multi-year deal — Boeing’s first with an ultra-low-cost carrier in the United States — includes the purchase 
of 737-7 and 737-8-200 models, as well as options to purchase 50 additional aircraft. 

The new planes offer passengers more leg room and luggage storage space, Allegiant said in a press release. The 
plans will also burn 20% less fuel than the older Airbus 320 aircraft, and will have more seating. 

For maintenance, Allegiant has signed a 12-year exclusive maintenance agreement with the engine manufacturer, 
CFM for the LEAP engine fleet, which will also bring support for the existing Airbus fleet. 

Allegiant currently operates 108 Airbus A319s and A320s and will continue sourcing A320s in the used market. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-to-buy-recently-cleared-boeing-737-max-aircraft/article_6254db7e-6e42-11ec-bf29-f37ed85ca661.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-to-buy-recently-cleared-boeing-737-max-aircraft/article_6254db7e-6e42-11ec-bf29-f37ed85ca661.html


PUNTA GORDA – The Florida International Air Show board of directors elected Denise Dull the first 
female president of the air show leadership team in the 42-year history of the event. 

Dull joined the board in 2021 for the 40th Annual Air Show serving as a co-director of vending & 
concessions. 

She has served as a past Charlotte County Chamber president, past Charlotte County Hospitality 
Association president and is currently employed by the Gulf Coast Partnership as the director of landlord 
engagement, where she helps to educate and advocate for the need for affordable and sustainable housing 
for at-risk populations and military families. 

“I find this the perfect fit for the work that I do at the Gulf Coast Partnership, its housing projects through 
PORCH for Vets and the programs we work with through the county’s Veteran Services Department,” 
Dull said in a prepared statement. “I’ve volunteered at the air show for several years and absolutely love 
it! 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/


“I get to bring the work I do every day, together with creating an amazing event around veterans and our 
military. How is that not a dream come true!” 

A hiatus in the air show schedule is planned for 2022 because of 
runway construction at Punta Gorda Airport. 

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds are returning to Punta Gorda, 
Nov. 4-5, 2023, when the air show resumes. 

The Punta Gorda Airport has hosted the event since its inception 
and will be highlighting a newly renovated runway. 

Stan Smith, immediate past president, will become the newly 
appointed chairman, a position previously held by Dana Carr. 

Carr will continue serving on the board of directors. 

The Florida International Air Show, rated one of the top 10 best air 
shows around the world by USA Today, is a favorite to both 
performers and fans alike.  

For more information visit https://www.floridaairshow.com. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/01/18/denise-dull-elected-new-president-florida-international-air-show/6560523001/ 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/01/18/denise-dull-elected-new-president-florida-international-air-show/6560523001/
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Not-so-smooth sailing

It has been said that sailing is akin to 
long periods of boredom interspersed 
with moments of sheer terror. For some, it 
may seem that way from their own expe-
riences. But for the sailors who have taken 
the time to “learn the ropes,” so to speak, 
it is much more than that.

Just in the past month or so, we have 
had beautiful sailing weather locally, with 
winds in the 10- to 15-knot range. This, 
coupled with the flat water of Charlotte 
Harbor, has made for some fine sailing 
days. There was a storm in December just 
before Christmas, which many of you will 
remember (and some of you may never 
forget). This storm was the result of a cold 
front that passed through our area.

Most of these fronts weaken consid-
erably as they move southward. By the 
time these frontal boundaries reach our 
area, the bigger storms with their rain 
and wind have become milder. The storm 
of Dec. 21 was an exception. Many people 
watched the weather on the news talking 
about this approaching front, and the 
winds at that time were not predicted to 
be extreme — only about 20 to 30 mph 
(which is still pretty windy). During the 
night, the U.S. Coast Guard issued gale 
warnings for our area, which means the 
wind speed was predicted to reach 34 
to 47 knots sustained — not including 

gusts, which can be quite a bit higher. 
Since this warning came late in the day, 
many people were unaware of what was 
approaching.

The gusts during that storm were 
recorded officially at 77 knots at the Punta 
Gorda Airport. Unofficially, there were 
gusts of 90 knots. (For those who were liv-
ing here in the early 1980s, a similar situ-
ation happened, known as the “No-Name 
storm of ’81.”) The recent Christmastime 
storm caused much damage to pool cages, 
lawn furniture, trees, roofs, boatlift covers 
and many boats, too. Off Gilchrist and 
Laishley parks were several dozen boats, 
both power and sail, that were anchored 
or moored. To get back and forth to their 
boats, the owners used a smaller boat 
called a dinghy, either rowing or with a 

small motor. After this storm there were 
quite a few of these dinghys that tore 
loose (some can still be seen along the 
mangroves, awaiting rescue).

There were also several sailboats that 
were lost, sunk or washed ashore down-
wind during the storm. The ones that got 
pushed under the U.S. 41 and I-75 bridges 
were also dismasted as the wind forced 
them under the bridge. Several of these 
still can be seen as you drive over either 
bridge.

There are things boat owners can do 
to minimize the chance for breaking free 
of your anchor — but because this storm 
moved quickly, it caught many people by 
surprise. And what about being caught 
in a storm out in the open water while 
sailing? I have been in gale-force winds 

and swells as high as the mast, and I can 
assure you it was not a fun experience. 
However, being prepared got us through 
safely.

On a sailboat, there is a way to reduce 
the amount of sail, and different boats 
have different ways to do this. Shortening 
sail is called reefing, which means wrap-
ping the bottom of the sail close to the 
boom at the base of the mainsail. There 
are usually at least two (if not three) reef 
points. The jib also has a way to be short-
ened, but the best way is to remove the 
larger sail and replace it with a smaller, 
heavier-built storm sail. This reduced 
sail will keep the boat moving and give 
the person steering (technically known 
as the helmsman) the control to avoid, 
or be able to react to, larger waves. With 
a trained, experienced crew, a good boat 
and room to change course if need be, this 
high-wind sailing can actually be fun. We 
experienced this in the Caribbean quite a 
bit, and the storms subside quickly.

If you are a fair weather sailor, leave 
the rough stuff to the more hearty. But no 
matter what you do, keep a close watch on 
the weather so you can safely enjoy our 
great outdoors. 

Fair winds; calm seas. ■

— Capt. Dennis Kirk and his wife, 
Nancy, are avid mariners and outdoor 
enthusiasts. Since the 1970s, their love of 
nature in Southwest Florida has allowed 
them to experience the dream of writing 
about their travels and adventures of 
sailing, fishing or flying out of their home-
port on the Peace River, the old DeSoto 
marina.

Dennis KIRK
p g n e w s @ f l o r i d a w e e k l y . c o m
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PUNTA GORDA — News of the impasse between 5G telecommunications and the Federal Aviation 
Administration came late in the game to airports, Punta Gorda Airport Chief Executive Officer James Parish told 
The Daily Sun on Thursday. 

“None of us knew this was an issue,” Parish said. 

Southwest Florida’s airports have all responded differently, with Tampa’s airport uploading an entire webpage 
explaining what to expect for passengers. 

The aviation community has followed the 5G issue for years, according to the Airports Council International 
website. AT&T and Verizon recently refused to continue to delay the rollout of the 5G network in the U.S. In the 
final hours, the companies agreed to temporarily delay switching on 5G near certain airports. 

Punta Gorda Airport will not be affected by a national switch to a 5G communications at this point, Parish said. 
Those aircraft, including widebody jets, don’t currently land at PGD, Parish said, unless, one was diverted from 
another airport. 

In the potentially affected jets, airlines fear altimeters may be disrupted by 5G communication traffic. The jets use 
altitude readers for landing in low visibility. 

Parish also said flights arriving at Punta Gorda are relatively short haul, so if the weather is bad in Charlotte 
County, they generally won’t leave the origin airport. That may not be true, he said, with international fights — 
that don’t currently land at PGD. 



In general, the 5G issue only affects landings, not takeoffs. 

News of the impasse is unnerving to airports. 

“I think the FCC and the FAA should work closer together,” Parish 
said. 

When the telecommunications giants refused to extend the delay past 
Jan. 19, major airlines issued warnings of massive delays at airports. 
The telecoms agreed Tuesday to a delay. Some international flights 
have still been canceled. The telecommunications companies, 
Verizon in particular, insist 5G is not bothering European airports; 
however, 5G bandwidth there is not the same as the bandwidth these 
companies bought in the U.S. In the U.S., it is closer to bandwidth 
used by flight altimeters, analysts said. 

“As it stands now, almost 90 commercial service airports will lose their low visibility approach capability,” the 
Airports Council International website states. “This capability will be restored gradually as aircraft manufacturers 
and radio altimeter manufacturers demonstrate they can operate safely in the 5G environment via what the FAA 
calls ‘Alternative Methods of Compliance,’ or AMOCs. During this time, there’s a heightened risk for major air 
traffic disruptions due to aircraft that don’t qualify for an AMOC and aren’t able to to land.” 

Tampa International Airport created a webpage to answer questions about the issue. The airport noted it was one 
of four airports nationwide to participate in simulations about the situation Jan. 4. 

In the simulation, it calculated low visibility problems at departure would have affected a total of 119 commercial 
airline flights at TPA in 2021. 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport staff said the airport does not anticipate a problem in 2022, but 2023 
could be different. 

“We’re not affected, because we were not in any of those 46 zones that they’re (Verizon) going to be launching 
5G,” said Lionel Guilbert, senior vice president of operations and public safety at SRQ. 

He also echoed Parish’s response that the types of “approaches” or planes with the automated landing altitude 
systems, do not use SRQ. 

Fort Myers International Airport said they would seek answers from operations staff, but never responded further. 

At St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport, there are not current concerns. 

Known as PIE, the St. Pete facility is on an FAA list of 50 airports nationwide prioritized for an 5G buffer — a 
zone with no 5G signals allowed — due to their likelihood of low visibility conditions. 

“We don’t have any impacts,” Public Relations Director Michele Routh said. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/southwest-florida-airports-react-to-fight-over-5g-communications/article_2e7aaea8-7a24-11ec-9415-
5b585f72bbf0.html  

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/southwest-florida-airports-react-to-fight-over-5g-communications/article_2e7aaea8-7a24-11ec-9415-5b585f72bbf0.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/southwest-florida-airports-react-to-fight-over-5g-communications/article_2e7aaea8-7a24-11ec-9415-5b585f72bbf0.html


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUNTA GORDA — A new state-sponsored COVID testing site will open next week on property owned 
by the Punta Gorda Airport, Airport Chief Executive Officer James Parish told airport commissioners this 
week. 
 
The plan was for the site to open Monday, however, the company hired by the state, Curative, has not 
confirmed it will be ready to open then, Department of Health Chief Joe Pepe told The Daily Sun late 
Friday. 
 
People coming to be tested should not go to the airport terminal, said Airport Communications Manager 
Kaley Miller. The testing site will be on the west side of Piper Road near the Cheney Brothers company 
location, she said. 

The site will be open from 9 a.m.-6 p.m., seven days a week, Pepe said. It will offer the PCR test that 
takes several days for results. This will give the county three state-sponsored sites in all three regions — a 
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rapid antigen test in West County’s Tringali Park in Englewood and a PCR test at the Mid-County 
Library on Forrest Nelson Boulevard in Port Charlotte. 

Appointments are required and can be made at charlotte.floridahealth.gov, click on the testing sites link. 

There are already testing sites at North Port’s Dallas White Park and the Venice Community Center. 

Adding a public testing site comes as COVID cases and hospitalizations remain high in Charlotte County. 

Data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control for Charlotte County suggest case numbers are steadily 
rising, however those charts are misleading, Pepe said. Case numbers peaked in Charlotte County on Jan. 
6 with 406 cases, he said. Numbers are now declining, but slowly and unevenly. 

“We saw the rapid rise of cases as omicron proliferated, and we had the holidays in there,” Pepe said. 

Holiday travel has consistently caused spikes in case numbers, he said. 

Looking at weekly averages for the week ending Jan. 19, the county reported 2,068 cases according to the 
CDC, which was an increase of 29% from the week before. The positivity rate as of Jan. 17 was 34.5% of 
people testing positive out of those getting tested. 

Hospitalizations are increasing as is the use of intensive 
care beds for COVID patients, but the rates are still 
manageable, Pepe said. 

CDC data shows 97 COVID patients admitted to local 
hospitals in seven days ending Jan. 18, which is 45% 
more than the prior week. 

While case numbers have exceeded the numbers from the 
county’s September surge, hospitalization at present had 
not yet reached the peak from September when daily 
admissions exceeded 20. The new admission average rate 
was 13.57 daily as of Jan. 18. The percent of intensive 
care beds used by COVID patients was 15.7% for the 
seven days ending Jan. 18. That’s up 6% from the week 
before. Pepe confirmed the CDC’s report of no deaths 
from COVID in Charlotte County since late October. 
Reporting of deaths in Charlotte County tends to be periodic, with the state releasing accumulated data at 
one time after each death is evaluated by teams of experts. 

http://charlotte.floridahealth.gov/


For vaccinations, 64% in the county have received the two-dose vaccines. With boosters now required to 
ward off illness, that rate falls to about 27% of the population, based on the CDC’s statement that 43% of 
fully vaccinated in Charlotte County also have the booster. 

Sarasota County officials had their own numbers. 

“According to the Department of Health’s COVID-19 weekly situation report for Jan.14 to 20, 2022 there 
have been 5,280,903 COVID-19 cases in Florida with 63,763 deaths reported. Sarasota County has 
reported 77,008 total cases with 5,447 new cases reported in the last reporting period,” it said. “To date, 
325,862 or 77 percent of Sarasota residents have been vaccinated for COVID-19. 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/coronavirus/new-covid-testing-site-to-open-near-punta-gorda-airport/article_e4b26370-7af9-11ec-a819-
5b01890e22c9.html 

 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/coronavirus/new-covid-testing-site-to-open-near-punta-gorda-airport/article_e4b26370-7af9-11ec-a819-5b01890e22c9.html
https://www.yoursun.com/coronavirus/new-covid-testing-site-to-open-near-punta-gorda-airport/article_e4b26370-7af9-11ec-a819-5b01890e22c9.html


 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The Transportation Safety Administration is continuing its push to get travelers 
signed up for its expedited screening program, PreCheck. 

PreCheck allows pre-screened air travelers to enjoy a simpler airport experience at more than 200 U.S. 
locations. Travelers can leave their shoes, light outerwear and belt on, and their 3-1-1-compliant liquids 
and laptop in their bags. 

The IdentoGo PreCheck Mobile RV will be coming to Punta Gorda Airport from Monday, Jan.31 through 
Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022. 

The Mobile Enrollment Center will be located in the short-term parking lot across from the Snack Shack 
on the following dates: 



• Monday, January 31 through Friday, February 4 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m 
• Monday, February 7 through Wednesday, February 9 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
• Thursday, February 10, from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

How it Works: The TSA PreCheck application program allows U.S. citizens and lawful permanent 
residents to directly apply for TSA PreCheck. Once approved, travelers receive a “Known Traveler 
Number,” which can be added to their airline profile and reservations. This gives them access to TSA 
PreCheck lanes at select security checkpoints. 

1. To save you time and make the enrollment process as smooth as possible, please do the 

following before you come: Click here to access the application page 
2. Click NEW ENROLLMENT. 
3. Fill out the forms and choose Next at the bottom of each screen 
4. Enter your location in the Zipcode/City/Airport Code box, then click Search 
5. Select the location RV Pop-Up: PGD 1/31-2/10 and click Next 
6. Select your desired appointment time. (Please be sure to note your appointment time) 

Appointments are limited and are available on a first come, first serve basis so register as soon as 
possible. 

To complete the application process, you will need to bring documentation proving identity and 
citizenship status! You will finish the process onsite by providing your fingerprints for a background 
check. 

The application fee is $85 and can be paid by credit card, money order, company check, or 
certified/cashier’s check. Cash and personal checks are not accepted. 

https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/tsa-precheck-enrollment-tour-to-visit-punta-gorda 

 

 

https://universalenroll.dhs.gov/programs/precheck
https://www.fox4now.com/charlotte-county/tsa-precheck-enrollment-tour-to-visit-punta-gorda


 

 

 

 

 
PUNTA GORDA — A strong December finish for Punta Gorda Airport passenger traffic has representatives 
expecting an even better 2022. 

“We are pleased to see the total passenger numbers rebounded to pre-pandemic levels (for December),” Punta 
Gorda Airport spokesperson Kaley Miller said. “It shows our resiliency as a nimble airport and the strength of our 
area as a leisure market.” 

For December 2021, 181,771 passengers flew through Punta Gorda, up 9.4% (15,684) from December 2019 with 
166,087. 

In 2020, they only had 107,658 passengers — but that was during COVID-19. 

For November 2021, the airport had 150,043 passengers fly through compared to 130,623 in 2019. In 2020, they 
only had 95,706 passengers. 

Miller said 2022 should be a big year for PGD. 

“If things continue as projected this year, 2022 will be a record-breaking year with more than 1.8 million 
passengers passing through PGD (Punta Gorda Airport),” Miller said. 

https://www.flypgd.com/
https://www.flypgd.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/airports-passenger-numbers-dip/article_a9690526-6b0f-11eb-9300-8752efa1a210.html


Their current record year is 2019 with around 1.64 million passengers flying through PGD, which is slightly 
higher than the 2021 year-end total of almost 1.56 million. 

“Although we’ve recovered from the pandemic remarkably well, COVID-related concerns meant the planes were 
less full in 2021 than they were in 2019,” Miller said. 

For 2020, year-end totals only reached 1.19 million due to the pandemic. 

Miller said they are already seeing a positive outlook for January 2022 travel. 

“Flights coming into PGD in January are generally more full than flights leaving this month as we continue to get 
our seasonal influx of snowbirds,” she said. “The number of scheduled flights and passengers will ramp up 
through March when we’re expecting to have a record-breaking month.” 

Based on schedules for the airport’s two airlines Allegiant Air and Sun Country, Miller explained that there are 
35% more seats available than there were in March 2019 when 221,326 passengers traveled through PGD. 

Official January 2022 passenger totals won’t be released until mid-February. They can be found at FlyPGD.com.  

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/punta-gorda-airport-wraps-2021-with-high-passenger-traffic/article_f8a210ea-7ebb-11ec-a5ed-
378cc0a2fc4b.html  

 

https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://suncountry.com/
https://www.flypgd.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/punta-gorda-airport-wraps-2021-with-high-passenger-traffic/article_f8a210ea-7ebb-11ec-a5ed-378cc0a2fc4b.html
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/punta-gorda-airport-wraps-2021-with-high-passenger-traffic/article_f8a210ea-7ebb-11ec-a5ed-378cc0a2fc4b.html
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NEWS 
 
LAROCHE NAMED DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE AT PGD 

 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority has promoted Raymond A. Laroche to director of operations 

and maintenance at Punta Gorda Airport. He will continue to oversee security, safety, and 

maintenance and will now oversee the airside and landside operations departments as 

well. Raymond, who had served as the manager of facilities and security at PGD for five years, 

recently earned the distinction of Accredited Airport Executive by the American Association 

of Airport Executives. Raymond will continue to report to the chief operations officer, Gary Duncan. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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PUNTA GORDA – The Florida International Air Show board of directors elected Denise Dull the first female president of 
the air show leadership team in the 42-year history of the event. 

Dull joined the board in 2021 for the 40th Annual Air Show serving as a co-director of vending & concessions. 

She has served as a past Charlotte County Chamber president, past Charlotte County Hospitality Association president and is 
currently employed by the Gulf Coast Partnership as the director of landlord engagement, where she helps to educate and 
advocate for the need for affordable and sustainable housing for at-risk populations and military families. 

“I find this the perfect fit for the work that I do at the Gulf Coast Partnership, its housing projects through PORCH for Vets 
and the programs we work with through the county’s Veteran Services Department,” Dull said in a prepared statement. “I’ve 
volunteered at the air show for several years and absolutely love it! 

“I get to bring the work I do every day, together with creating an amazing event around veterans and our military. How is that 
not a dream come true!” 

A hiatus in the air show schedule is planned for 2022 because of runway construction at Punta Gorda Airport. 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/


The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds are returning to Punta Gorda, Nov. 4-5, 2023, when the air show resumes. 

The Punta Gorda Airport has hosted the event since its inception and will be highlighting a newly renovated runway. 

 

Stan Smith, immediate past president, will become the newly appointed chairman, a position previously held by Dana Carr. 

Carr will continue serving on the board of directors. 

The Florida International Air Show, rated one of the top 10 best air shows around the world by USA Today, is a favorite to 
both performers and fans alike. 

For more information visit https://www.floridaairshow.com/. 

This article originally appeared on Sarasota Herald-Tribune: Denise Dull elected new president of Florida International Air 
Show 

https://news.yahoo.com/florida-international-air-show-board-171700400.html  

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/01/18/denise-dull-elected-new-president-florida-international-air-show/6560523001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/01/18/denise-dull-elected-new-president-florida-international-air-show/6560523001/
https://news.yahoo.com/florida-international-air-show-board-171700400.html


 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority announces that Raymond A. Laroche, A.A.E has been promoted 
to director of Operations & Maintenance at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). He will continue to oversee 
security, safety, and maintenance and will now oversee the airside and landside operations departments as 
well. 

Laroche, who had served as the manager of Facilities and Security at PGD for five years, recently earned 
the distinction of Accredited Airport Executive (A.A.E.) by the American Association of Airport 
Executives (AAAE).  Laroche will continue to report to COO Gary Duncan, C.M. 

Laroche has an associates degree in Counter Terrorism Studies as well as a Bachelor’s in Emergency and 
Disaster Management, both from American Public University where he is currently working towards a 
Master's in Legal Studies.  Laroche  is a veteran of the United States Army, where he volunteered for the 
Army Airborne program and was assigned the 82nd Airborne Division 3rd Brigade 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. After his service in the Army, Laroche joined the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) in 2003 during the initial roll-out and found himself drawn to security in aviation. 

Laroche became a screening manager with TSA for the first decade of the agency’s existence, and worked 
at Burlington International Airport, Southwest Florida International Airport and Punta Gorda 
Airport. Laroche was honored as one of Airport Business Magazine’s Top 40 Under 40 in 
2014.  Laroche is celebrating his eighth year of employment at PGD and is active in the local community 
through Leadership Charlotte and various aviation-industry groups such as AAAE, ACI-NA and Florida 
Airports Council. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21254912/charlotte-county-airport-authority-raymond-a-laroche-aae-promoted-to-director-
of-operations-maintenance 
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https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21254912/charlotte-county-airport-authority-raymond-a-laroche-aae-promoted-to-director-of-operations-maintenance



