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nt Purchases 

ampa-based e-commerce checkout-
1, has introduced a feature that allows 
to buy directly from sellers who use 
e and mobile platforms while avoiding 
,line shopping carts. Someone read-
1e article about a coffee maker, for 
,ight find a Fast link button somewhere 
e. Click it:._ and you've bought the 
er. 
�rs can also make purchases by click
and can shop via OR code. The Tampa 
ng and Amalie Arena have partnered 
, allow ticket holders at hockey
other events to buy merchandise 
its. 

1s could easily �can a QR code on their 
to purchase merchandise, future game 
nsor products or concert merchandise 
;t checkout with just one click from the 
their seat," says Domm Holland, Fast's 
and CEO. 
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BANKING 

• Mike Smith is the new head
of business banking for Fifth
Third Bank in Tampa, Orlando 
and Jacksonville. He had been 
Fifth Third's business banking 
market manager for the bank's 
Cincinnati region. 

EDUCATION 

� Florida Polytechnic Univer
sity received nearly $150,000 
from the National Science Foun
dation to research the durability 
and longevity of metals used 
in 3-D-printed jet engine parts. 
> Saint Leo University hired 
Mark Gesner to be its new vice 
president of community engage
ment and innovation. Most 
recently, he was executive direc
tor of the Hub for Innovation and 
Community Engaged Learning 
at Cardinal Stritch University 
in Milwaukee. 

HEALTH CARE 

> Tampa General Hospital 
has established TGH General
Surgeons of the Palm Beaches, 

a surgery practice based in West 

By Art Levy 
alevy@floridatrend.com 

Palm Beach. Tampa General's 
collaborative efforts include 
previously announced affiliations 
with the Cancer Center of South 
Florida and the Gastro Group 
of the Palm Beaches.> Blake 
Medical Center in Bradenton 
appointed Steve Nierman the 
hospital's new president and 
CEO. Nierman is the former 
president of Winter Haven Hos
pital and has also been COO of 
Spring Hill Regional Hospital and 
Memorial Hospital of Tampa. 

• Anais Aurora Badia, founder 
of the Florida Skin Center in Fort 
Myers, was appointed dermatol
ogy subspecialty coordinator 
for Lee Health's new Florida
State University College of 
Medicine/Internal Medicine
Residency Program. > The Lung
Cancer Metabolism Working
Group at Moffitt Cancer Center 
won a $10.2-million grant to 
study ways to develop targeted 
therapy for treating lung cancer. 

HOSPITALITY 

> Mainsail Lodging & 
Development, which opened 

the Epicurean Hotel in Tampa 
in 2013, has opened the Epicu
rean Atlanta, the Tampa-based 
hospitality company's second 
Epicurean location.• The 212-
room Floridan Palace Hotel
in downtown Tampa has been 
sold to 1754 Properties, which 
also owns the TradeWinds 
Resort in St. Pete Beach. New 
York-based Triangle Capital 
Group partnered with 1754 
Properties to buy the hotel. 
Developer Antonios Mar
kopoulos was):he seller. The 
price was not disclosed. 

INSURANCE 

> Neptune Flood, a St.
Petersburg-based flood 
insurance firm, has purchased 
Jumpstart Insurance Solutions, 
a California firm that sells 
earthquake insurance. 

REAL ESTATE 

> Gainesville-based Collier 
Co. paid $5.4 million for 14 
acres near 1-75 and Fruitville 
Road in Sarasota, where it plans 
to develop a $70-million, 300-
unit rental development. 

Cynthia Johnson 

has been promoted 

to Pinellas County 

director of economic 

development. She has 

worked for the county's 

economic development 

office since 2000. 

TRANSPORTATION 

> Allegiant and Sun Country
airlines have started service 
between Punta Gorda Airport 
and Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter
national Airport. 

ECONOMIC DEVELO PMENT 

• Brittany Lamont is the 
new president and CEO of 
the Lakewood Ranch Busi
ness Alliance. Lamont was 
previously vice president of 
the Greater Sarasota Chamber 
of Commerce.> Max Stewart 
has been promoted to vice 
president of economic devel
opment of the Bradenton Area
Economic Development Corp. 
� Genesis Systems, .which 
sells equipment that collects 
water from air, plans to move

its headquarters from Kansas 
City to Tampa. The company 
employs 20 but plans to boost 
its workforce to 125. • Global e
commerce company CitrusAd,
which has offices in Australia, 
Spain and the United Kingdom, 
has opened its U.S. headquar
ters in St. Petersburg. CitrusAd, 
which helps connect sellers to 

- --· ---- - ------- - --

/� 
First Watch, 
a Manatee 
County-based 
restaurant 
chain, has 
gone public, 
debuting in 
October on 
the Nasdaq 
exchange under 
the FWRG 
symbol. First 
Watch, which 
focuses on 
breakfast and 
brunch, was 
founded in 1983 
and now has 
420 restaurants 
in 28 states. 
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PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Airlines announced Wednesday it is seeking approval to form an international 

alliance with the low-budget Mexican airline Viva Aerobus. 

Allegiant and Viva jointly submitted an application to the U.S. Department of Transportation for what Allegiant 

called a “fully integrated Commercial Alliance Agreement.” 

Allegiant is also seeking anti-trust immunity, or the right to jointly set prices for fares with another airline. 

Viva is applying to Mexican regulators. Both airlines anticipate they would be able to offer flights under the new 

joint agreement in early 2023. 

It would be a first entry into international travel for Allegiant and a first international alliance between so-called 

ultra-low-cost carriers. 

Both airlines offer no-frills flights and both promote point-to-point travel over the major airline model of connecting 

flights. 

Punta Gorda is one of Allegiant’s prime locations where it is building the first 

airline-operated resort — Sunseeker. 

But Punta Gorda Airport does not appear to be a likely destination for the new 

alliance, however, according to PGD media relations. 

“This announcement does not affect us,” PGD Communications Manager 

Kaley Miller said. “The Charlotte County Airport Authority has no plans at this 

time to make PGD an international airport. PGD does not have customs. We do 

not have the capability for international flights, unless it’s one of 16 airports 

with preclearance.” 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection reports 16 preclearance airports in other countries, and none are in Mexico. 

These are airports in countries with Customs agents pre-clearing passengers before they leave. 

Popular vacation destinations in Mexico available through Viva 

include Cancun, Los Cabos and Puerto Vallarta, the 

announcement states. Viva flies to many other locations in Mexico 

and South America. 

“This groundbreaking alliance should reduce fares, stimulate 

traffic and ultimately link many transborder cities with nonstop 

service,” said Allegiant Chairman Maurice Gallagher, who would 

join the Viva board if the alliance is approved. “In short, it will 

bring meaningful ULCC competition to the U.S.-Mexico market 

for the first time in history.” 

Viva already offers flights to the United States, including Chicago, Houston and Los Angeles, but it does not appear 

to have flights to Florida. 



 

It’s too soon to say what new cities would be added to the roster, said Allegiant’s media relations, but Viva has 

indicated Mexicans are interested in American beach locations as well as popular tourist locations — hint, Orlando. 

 

The alliance is intended to allow both airlines to expand more quickly than they would be able to on their own. The 

U.S.-Mexico air market is the largest international travel market in the world, said Viva Chief Executive Officer 

Juan Carlos Zuazua, and includes substantial demand from Mexicans seeking to visit friends and relatives in the 

United States. All Mexican airlines are currently frozen in their U.S. destination status due to the U.S. Federal 

Aviation Administration’s May decision to downgrade the status of the country’s airline safety oversight from level 

1 to level 2. 

 

Mexico joins a handful of other countries such as Pakistan and Venezuela in this status, according 

to Simpleflying.com. It reflects not the airlines’ safety operations but the country’s governmental oversight abilities. 

 

As a result of this status, Mexican airlines cannot expand their operations in the United States. 

 

Mexico had hoped to return to level 1 status in a few months, but now, are anticipating the upgrade by 2022. 

Allegiant media relations reported they expect the status upgrade to be complete by the time the airlines are ready to 

operate the alliance. 

 

The proposed alliance includes many features of joint operation, such as being able to make a reservation on either 

airline on either website. A passenger would be able to see which airline was operating the plane when making the 

reservation. 

 

Both airlines use Airbus planes. 

 

Fully integrated means the airlines would coordinate on pricing, destination networks, information technology, 

marketing, loyalty programs and more, according to Allegiant’s media relations. 

 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-seeks-alliance-with-mexican-airline/article_3dd24ba8-52d4-11ec-9a2e-73ac4ce6be81.html 

 

 

 

http://simpleflying.com/
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-seeks-alliance-with-mexican-airline/article_3dd24ba8-52d4-11ec-9a2e-73ac4ce6be81.html
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PUNTA GORDA — 
Allegiant Airlines an-
nounced Wednesday it is 
seeking approval to form 
an international alliance 
with the low-budget 
Mexican airline Viva 
Aerobus.

Allegiant and Viva 
jointly submitted an 
application to the 
U.S. Department of  
Transportation for what 
Allegiant called a “fully 
integrated Commercial 
Alliance Agreement.”

Allegiant is also seek-
ing anti-trust immunity, 
or the right to jointly 
set prices for fares with 
another airline.

Viva is applying to 
Mexican regulators. Both 
airlines anticipate they 
would be able to offer 
flights under the new 
joint agreement in early 
2023.

It would be a first 
entry into international 
travel for Allegiant and 
a first international alli-
ance between so-called 

ultra-low-cost carriers.
Both airlines offer 

no-frills flights and both 
promote point-to-point 
travel over the major 
airline model of  connect-
ing flights.

Punta Gorda is one 
of  Allegiant’s prime 
locations where it 
is building the first 
airline-operated resort 
— Sunseeker.

But Punta Gorda 
Airport does not appear 
to be a likely destination 
for the new alliance, 
however, according to 
PGD media relations.

“This announcement 
does not affect us,” 
PGD Communications 
Manager Kaley Miller 
said. “The Charlotte 
County Airport 
Authority has no plans 
at this time to make PGD 
an international airport. 
PGD does not have cus-
toms. We do not have the 
capability for interna-
tional flights, unless it’s 
one of  16 airports with 
preclearance.”

Allegiant seeks 
alliance with 

Mexican airline
Punta Gorda Airport has no 

plans to go international

SEE ALLIANCE, 9A
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school board elections,” 
she stated.

Sarasota County School 
Board member Tom 
Edwards said he was 
opposed to the bill.

“Politics do not belong 
in the school board 
room,” Edwards said. “We 
need to focus on student 
instruction and improving 
student outcomes.”

Sarasota County 
Schools Board chair Jane 
Goodwin also dislikes the 
idea.

“The successful edu-
cation of  students has 
nothing to do with par-
tisan politics,” Goodwin 
stated. “That effort is best 
kept outside of  public 
education school rooms 

and board meetings.”
In Charlotte County, 

there is also initial 
opposition.

“As a citizen and 
School Board member, I 
am opposed to partisan 
school board elections,” 
Charlotte County Public 
Schools Board member 
Kim Amontree said. “The 
politicization of  education 
over the last year has been 
to the detriment of  our 
children. That being said, 
opposing the proposed 
bill is not a priority of  
mine and it should be the 
decision of  local voters in 
each county whether they 
want partisan elections.”

Amontree noted that 
71% of  school board 
members in Florida are 
already Republicans.

“If  this is approved by 
voters as a constitutional 

amendment, NPA (non-
party affiliated) voters 
would be shut out of  the 
primary election of  school 
board members,” she said.

Many Florida school 
board members and 
district superintendents 
were attending a 
conference Tuesday in 
Tampa run by the Florida 
School Board Association 
and the Florida 
Association of  District 
School Superintendents, 
making them unavailable 
for comment Tuesday.

Punta Gorda Vice 
Mayor Debby Carey said 
she would hate to see 
party politics involved 
with school board seat 
races.

“I honestly think you 
need to leave partisan pol-
itics out of  schools,” said 
Carey, who was a public 

school teacher in Illinois 
and Missouri. “Running 
as this party or that party 
distorts what you’re really 
there for, which is to make 
sure that children are 
getting a quality educa-
tion and that should not 
be party defined.”

City Council Member 
Jaha Cummings echoed 
Carey’s sentiment.

“I think it’s better 
that city councils, county 
commissions and school 
boards — all being very 
local governments — stay 
nonpartisan because 
then it’s really strictly 
about the issues and 
not about party. I think 
it’s important that they 
stay nonpartisan,” 

Cummings said.
Gene Murtha, chairman 

of  the Republican Party 
of  Charlotte County, said 
he has not considered the 
issue in depth.

“I would think that at 
least for Florida it might 
be a positive way to go,” 
he said.

He said he “believes 
in partisan elections for 
almost everything; if  I 
were running for office, 
I would like to say what 
party I aligned with.”

All five Charlotte 
County commissioners 
are Republican. 
Commissioner Stephen 
R. Deutsch said he also 
has not read the proposed 
legislation.

“Generally speaking, 
when you look at a 
community like ours, we 
run as a party, but politics 
doesn’t enter into the 
decision-making at this 
level.”

He said that “political 
philosophy” doesn’t 
enter into the County 
Commission’s decisions 
very much “as much as 
what’s best for the 200,000 
plus citizens of  Charlotte 
County.”

Staff Writers Nancy J. 
Semon, Betsy Calvert, 
Daniel Sutphin and Sue 
Erwin contributed.
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U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection reports 16 pre-
clearance airports in other 
countries, and none are in 
Mexico. These are airports in 
countries with Customs agents 
pre-clearing passengers before 
they leave.

Popular vacation destinations 
in Mexico available through 
Viva include Cancun, Los 
Cabos and Puerto Vallarta, 
the announcement states. Viva 
flies to many other locations in 
Mexico and South America.

“This groundbreaking 
alliance should reduce fares, 
stimulate traffic and ultimately 
link many transborder cities 
with nonstop service,” said 
Allegiant Chairman Maurice 
Gallagher, who would join 
the Viva board if  the alliance 
is approved. “In short, it 
will bring meaningful ULCC 
competition to the U.S.-Mexico 
market for the first time in 
history.”

Viva already offers flights 
to the United States, including 
Chicago, Houston and Los 
Angeles, but it does not appear 
to have flights to Florida.

It’s too soon to say what new 
cities would be added to the 
roster, said Allegiant’s media 

relations, but Viva has indicated 
Mexicans are interested in 
American beach locations as 
well as popular tourist locations 
— hint, Orlando.

The alliance is intended to 
allow both airlines to expand 
more quickly than they would 
be able to on their own.

The U.S.-Mexico air market 
is the largest international 
travel market in the world, said 
Viva Chief  Executive Officer 
Juan Carlos Zuazua, and 
includes substantial demand 
from Mexicans seeking to 
visit friends and relatives in the 

United States.
All Mexican airlines are 

currently frozen in their 
U.S. destination status due 
to the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration’s May decision 
to downgrade the status of  the 
country’s airline safety over-
sight from level 1 to level 2.

Mexico joins a handful of  oth-
er countries such as Pakistan 
and Venezuela in this status, 
according to Simpleflying.com. 
It reflects not the airlines’ safety 
operations but the country’s 
governmental oversight 
abilities.

As a result of  this status, 
Mexican airlines cannot expand 
their operations in the United 
States.

Mexico had hoped to 
return to level 1 status in a 
few months, but now, are 
anticipating the upgrade by 
2022. Allegiant media relations 
reported they expect the status 
upgrade to be complete by the 
time the airlines are ready to 
operate the alliance.

The proposed alliance 
includes many features of  joint 
operation, such as being able 
to make a reservation on either 

airline on either website. A 
passenger would be able to see 
which airline was operating 
the plane when making the 
reservation.

Both airlines use Airbus 
planes.

Fully integrated means the 
airlines would coordinate on 
pricing, destination networks, 
information technology, mar-
keting, loyalty programs and 
more, according to Allegiant’s 
media relations.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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MAPS PROVIDED BY ALLEGIANT AIRLINES

Using the Mexican resort town of Cancun as an example, these maps show how many more routes from Cancun to the U.S. that 
Allegiant can offer in the future if it can join with the Mexican airline Viva Aerobus. Map on the left shows Allegiant alone. Map on 
right shows with the alliance.

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

Call 1-877-391-0416 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H2YN56

Order Item #296X Only $23.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping & handling. 

Satisfaction completely guaranteed. Th is gift ships in December at the peak of 

freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2021 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery.  

AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2021.

Fruit so fresh, it’s still on the
tree when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!

•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.

•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!

•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red fl esh with berry undertones.

• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.

• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.

• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H2YN56

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 43%!
*Plus $5.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. 

Limited time off er, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other off er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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Allegiant Air is launching a partnership with a Mexico-based airline, a move that could have 
international travel implications for Southwest Florida. 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant said this week that it will enter a commercial alliance agreement with 
VivaAerobus, a low-cost airline that currently provides service throughout Mexico.  

The idea is to expand low-cost leisure travel between the U.S. and Mexico, and to create new 
transborder, nonstop routes where only connecting service is currently available.  

"This groundbreaking alliance should reduce fares, stimulate traffic and ultimately link many new 
transborder cities with nonstop service," Allegiant Chairman and CEO Maurice J. Gallagher, Jr., said in 
a statement. "In short, it will bring meaningful (ultra low-cost carrier) competition to the U.S.-Mexico 
market for the first time in history.” 

As part of the agreement, Allegiant will invest $50 million in VivaAerobus, and Gallagher will join the 
company's board of directors. If the alliance is approved by U.S. and Mexican regulatory bodies, service 
to places like Puerto Vallarta, Cancun and Los Cabos could start as early as 2023, according to a press 
release. 

The announcement could have huge implications for U.S.-Mexico travel from Southwest Florida. It will 
not, however, impact the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, which has been Allegiant's busiest 
airport during the pandemic. 

"The Charlotte County Airport Authority has no plans at this time to make PGD an international 
airport," spokeswoman Kaley Miller said. 
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And while it's not immediately clear what the impact will be on Sarasota Bradenton International 
Airport, the airlines said the alliance will allow VivaAerobus to add routes to areas where Allegiant has 
a significant presence, including Florida and Las Vegas.  

More than 250 potential new route opportunities have already been identified, the airlines said. 

With 28 routes, Allegiant is the largest carrier at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. It's also 
the largest carrier at Punta Gorda Airport. 

Juan Carlos Zuazua, CEO of Viva Aerobus, said that the U.S.-Mexico market is currently the largest 
international air travel market in the world.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/12/03/allegiant-air-partnering-low-cost-mexican-airline-vivaaerobus/8851005002/

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/subscribenow
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/12/03/allegiant-air-partnering-low-cost-mexican-airline-vivaaerobus/8851005002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/12/03/allegiant-air-partnering-low-cost-mexican-airline-vivaaerobus/8851005002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/12/03/allegiant-air-partnering-low-cost-mexican-airline-vivaaerobus/8851005002/
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
one person who showed up 
to comment on a $5 million 
roundabout plan was the head 
of  transportation for Charlotte 
County Public Schools.

Anthony Conte Jr. attended a 
recent public presentation near 
the Punta Gorda Airport partly 
to say thank you on behalf  of  
school bus drivers. He also came 
to find out if  the intersection 
at State Road 31 and County 
Road 74 will be closed during 
construction.

Florida Department of  
Transportation has been plan-
ning a fix for a hazardous rural 
intersection for several years, 
at the request of  local officials. 
The project now has tentative 

dates and a tentative price tag 
of  $5 million. It’s also funded for 
construction for the first time, 
FDOT engineers said.

Local officials have been 
asking for a change since 2015. 
They got flashing red lights, 
rumble strips, tree removal, and 
then a traffic light. But even the 
traffic lights did not stop the 
death of  two people in 2019.

Design started in 2020. The 
earliest construction could 
begin is summer of  2024, said 
FDOT project manager Zachary 
Tapp, and the stated start time 
is 2025. The most time consum-
ing factor now, engineers said, 
is acquiring the land at the site 
from two property owners. The 
state must go through exten-
sive negotiations to purchase 
right-of-way.

No buildings or development 
exists on the site, which is a 
cross roads between two high 
speed rural roads in eastern 
Charlotte County. There is, 
however, a natural gas pipeline 
on the south east side of  project, 

which affected the design. To 
avoid having to shut down the 
intersection during construc-
tion, engineers placed the 
center of  the roundabout about 
100 feet west of  the intersection, 
which causes County Road 74 to 
angle outward.

The off center construction 
means the intersection will re-
main open during construction.

School bus drivers don’t like 
this intersection, Conte said, 
particularly when they are 
driving in the dark during day 
light savings. Large trucks 
carrying gravel from nearby 
quarries barrel down the roads 
at high speed. There have been 
six fatalities since 2016.

Because the traffic light 
doesn’t guarantee that drivers 
will stop on these rural straight-
aways, school bus drivers take 
extra precautions, Conte said.

“When the light turns 
green, we count three times 
Mississippi,” he said.

Long countdown to roundabout starts
School bus drivers 
can’t wait, school 

official says

SUN PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

Anthony Conte Jr., transportation manager for Charlotte 
County Public Schools, explains the work of school bus drivers 
to engineers from the Florida Department of Transportation. 
FDOT has plans to make the intersection safer with a $5 million 
roundabout.

For weeks I was inundated
with junk mail and phone calls.

They wanted to remind me it 
is time to commit to a Medicare
plan. A Medicare advantage 
plan to be more accurate.

I know many of  you dealt
with the same deluge of  
solicitations.

I like the insurance I had, and
hesitated to change. After all,
I hardly paid a dime this past 
year even though I had what
seemed like a zillion tests and
visited my doctors almost every
month.

But there was one thing 
missing. One perk I enjoyed in
the past that was deleted from
my plan for 2021.

Silver Sneakers!
My doctor says I need to

work out regularly. No better
place to do that than my local 
YMCA. They have a pool. One 
has a basketball court so I can 
practice for the Senior Games. 
They have tons of  exercise 

equipment. Exactly what I need
to stay in shape — or something 
similar to being in shape.

That was it. I wanted an
insurance plan with Silver
Sneakers.

I found one. I signed up.
Couldn’t wait for Jan. 1, 2022, so 
I could go to the YMCA.

Then the hammer fell.
It seems the local YMCA

gurus are into some kind of
third-party disagreement over
Silver Sneakers.

Some clients of  some insur-
ers won’t be covered in 2022.

The letters to the editor 
immediately began, informing 
us at The Daily Sun of  the 
problem.

We had some problems get-
ting information right away, but 
eventually Shannon Matthews,
senior vice president of  op-
erations and innovations at
the Southwest Florida YMCA,
called me to let me know what’s
going on.

Yes, negotiations with one
of  three third-party providers 
for Silver Sneakers were not
successful. But two other
providers will remain on board 
in 2022. You’ll have to go online
or check with your insurance
company to see if  you’re in the 
lucky bunch still covered.

But, Shannon told me the 
YMCA “loves our seniors” and
no one will be turned away. 

To make that true, she said
the YMCA is offering reduced 
$40-a-month memberships to 
seniors who do not qualify
for Silver Sneakers. And, if  
$40 is too much for you, don’t 
be embarrassed to ask for a
scholarship. The YMCA has a
fund that covers membership
fees for those who just cannot 
fit it into their budget.

Do I feel better? Yes.
I’m going to check my

eligibility right now. If  I’m left 
out, I’ll have to cut out some 
doughnuts and an app on my
Firestick and shell out the $40.

See you at the Y.

Silver Sneakers or not, YMCA still a go
COMMENTARY

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

SEE ROAD, 4C

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
Punta Gorda community
rang in the holidays Friday
night in the downtown City 
Marketplace.

Parking was hard to find
but high-fives, handshakes,
and fist bumps were readily
available as hundreds of
people celebrated the holiday 
season and the lighting of  
the downtown Punta Gorda
Christmas Tree at the corner 
of  West Marion Avenue and 
Taylor Street. 

The countdown to light the
tree began just shy of  7:15 p.m.
with the Punta Gorda City
Council members ready, but 
the party went longer into the 
night.

Multiple performers danced 
and sang throughout the

night. Snow machines added a 
bit of  winter to the holiday.

Entertainment included
performances from local
school choirs, the Florida 
Dance Workshop of  Punta 
Gorda and The Rock Box from 
North Port.

For the adults, Marker 5, a 
high-energy classic rock band,
performed into the evening.

Disney characters, bounce 
houses, food trucks and
beverages were also part of  
the festivities.

Punta Gorda rings in the holidays
Hundreds attend downtown  

Christmas Tree lighting

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Families celebrate the holidays in downtown Punta Gorda.
The Punta Gorda community and more rang in the holidays
Friday night in the downtown city marketplace.

INSIDE
Jewish community 
celebrates Hanukkah at 
Fishermen’s Village. 
See page 4C

SEE HOLIDAYS, 4C
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Roundabouts are 
considered the safest 
alternative, according to 
FDOT. They slow down 
traffic before and within 
the intersection. Fatal 
accidents are reduced up 
to 90%, an FDOT infor-
mational video states. A 
traffic signal only reduces 

fatalies by up to 45%.
There will be plenty 

of  warnings for drivers 
before the roundabout 
including flashing LED 
lights, said consulting 
design engineer Brian 
Kennedy.

Drivers will also see 
the curvature of  the road 
change and it will also be 
elevated above the flood 
plain.

“You will fee it. You will 
notice it,” said consult-
ing engineer Brandon 
Bentley.

While the video states 
how roundabouts accom-
modate pedestrians, but 
there will be no accommo-
dations for pedestrians or 
bicyclists at this round-
about. Instead, it is being 
built to accommodate the 
largest of  freight trucks.

The two rural roads 
have no provision for 
pedestrians or bicyclists, 
so there was no reason 
to add crosswalks or bike 
lanes, engineers said. 
FDOT engineers design 
roundabouts differently if  
the traffic includes mostly 
freight carrying trucks. 
This roundabout will have 
a large inner rim they call 
an apron which handles 
the overflow length of  the 
extra long trucks trav-
eling through the rural 
area.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

ROAD
FROM PAGE 1C
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S i! It’s true that Allegiant Airlines 
is finalizing a deal to partner with 
Mexican airline Viva Aerobus.

And the obvious intention is nonstop 
flights to Mexico’s golden beaches.

In a press release last week, Allegiant 
announced plans for a “fully-integrated 
commercial alliance agreement” with the 
Mexican airline to expand operations for 
nonstop leisure air travel between the U.S. 
and Mexico — with, of  course, low fares.

It was called the first venture of  this type 
in the airline industry. Could we expect 
anything from less than those adventure-
some leaders of  Allegiant, the same people 
who decided an airline could build a resort 
in Florida, fly people to it and make a lot of  
money?

Before the deal is completed, Allegiant 
must win the approval of  the Mexican 
Federal Economic Competition Commission 
and the U.S. Department of  Transportation 
for antitrust immunity. And it will make an 
investment of  $50 million in Viva Aerobus, 
which comes with a seat on the Mexican 
airline’s board for Allegiant Chairman and 
CEO Maurice J. Gallagher.

Allegiant touted the deal as beneficial for 
both airlines and a boost for the hospitality 
industry in both nations. It “should reduce 
fares, stimulate traffic and ultimately link 
many new transborder cities with nonstop 
service,” Gallagher said in the news release.

Cancun was one of  the Mexico destina-
tions mentioned as attractive to Americans 
while Las Vegas and Florida were recog-
nized as places Mexicans are drawn to.

If  all goes well, flights between the two na-
tions could begin in early 2023. Punta Gorda 
Airport officials say they have no plans to 
accommodate international flights, making 
Sarasota the logical destination closest to us. 
But, plans can change, can they not?

Allegiant 
staff learning 
Spanish now?

clipper
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Charlie on wrapping gifts:
Don’t forget to

put a bow on it.
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
Florida International Air Show 
announced the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds will return to 
Punta Gorda in 2023.

For 2022, however, FIAS 

representatives said they’ve 
had to cancel the show because 
of  runway renovations and 
other construction at Punta 
Gorda Airport.

FIAS had to cancel the 
show in 2020, as well, due to 
construction at the airport and 
COVID-19 concerns.

Despite the disappointment 
of  having to ground the show 
again, FIAS spokesperson 
Stephen Lineberry said 

everyone on the board has high 
hopes for 2023.

“We’re really excited about 
the Thunderbirds returning,” 
Lineberry said. “They bring 
a total of  70 pilots and crew 
and — as one of  the major jet 
teams — the amount of  people 
that are brought in have a 
tremendous influence.”

The air show is organized by 
a board of  volunteers.

The last time the 

Thunderbirds performed in 
Punta Gorda was 2019, when an 
estimated 75,000 people were in 
attendance.

“What they’re return means 
financially to the Charlotte 
County Community is huge,” 
Lineberry said. “For the 
Thunderbirds, we draw from all 
over the nation and Florida.”

Lineberry said they learned 
Punta Gorda would be the 
Thunderbirds 2023 destination 

Wednesday during the 
International Convention of  
Air Shows in Las Vegas, where 
jet teams are assigned to the 
various air shows across the 
country.

Jet teams are announced two 
years in advance.

“We applied for the 
Thunderbirds for 2023 knowing 
their jet team would not be 

SEE SHOW, 4A

By SOPHIA TAREEN and JENNIFER MCDERMOTT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The number of  Americans 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 reached 200 million
Wednesday amid a dispiriting holiday-season spike 
in cases and hospitalizations that has hit even New
England, one of  the most highly inoculated corners of  
the country.

New cases in the U.S. climbed from an average of  
nearly 95,000 a day on Nov. 22 to almost 119,000 a day
this week, and hospitalizations are up 25% from a 
month ago. The increases are due almost entirely to 
the delta variant, though the omicron mutation has
been detected in about 20 states and is sure to spread 
even more.

Deaths are running close to 1,600 a day on average,
back up to where they were in October. And the over-
all U.S. death toll less than two years into the crisis 
could hit another heartbreaking milestone, 800,000, in 
a matter of  days.

The situation is not as dire as last year’s holiday-sea-
son surge, before the public had access to COVID-19 
vaccines, but the 60% of  the U.S. population that is fully 
vaccinated has not been enough to prevent hot spots.

The cold weather, Thanksgiving gatherings and
a big rebound in holiday travel are all believed to
be playing a role, along with public weariness with
pandemic restrictions.

Lawrence Gostin, director of  the WHO Collaborating 
Center on Public Health Law and Human Rights at
Georgetown University, likened the virus to a wildfire.

“You can clear a forest of  the shrubbery. But if  you 
leave some shrubs and trees standing, the fire will 
find them,” Gostin said. “The virus will find you. It 
is searching for hosts that are not immune. The fact 
that you live in New England or New York doesn’t 
insulate you.”

COVID cases, hospitalizations 

spike as holidays approach

AP PHOTO/DAVID GOLDMAN

Maya Goode, a COVID-19 technician, performs a 
test Tuesday on Jessica Sanchez outside Asthenis 
Pharmacy in Providence, R.I.

SEE CASES, 4A

US hits  
200M vaccine 

milestone

Championship bound

Port Charlotte’s Malachi Algar closes in on the Northampton quarterback during 
Wednesday’s 30-0 Bandits victory in the Pop Warner 12U semifinals in Orlando. The Bandits 
advanced to Saturday’s 12U Pop Warner Super Bowl. See page 9B for more.

SUN PHOTO BY PATRICK OBLEY

By FRANK DIFIORE
STAFF WRITER

Deaths caused by fentanyl 
nearly doubled in the Sarasota-
Manatee-DeSoto tri-county area 
from 2019 to 2020, according to a 
recent state report.

Meanwhile, fentanyl-related 

deaths in Charlotte County 
remained low over the same 
period.

The Florida Department of  
Law Enforcement released its 
annual report on drug-related 
deaths across the state in
November. The report covers an 
overview of  the previous year
and identifies the deaths where
substances were found to be
the cause and deaths where the
substance was just marked as
“present” without contributing 
to the death.

Numbers from the report are
compiled from the statistics 

reported by medical examiners’ 
offices by district. Sarasota, 
DeSoto and Manatee counties are 
all grouped into District 12, while 
Charlotte County alone makes up 
District 22.

Fentanyl was identified by 
the report as responsible for the
highest number of  deaths across 
the state — 5,302 deaths in 2020, 
more than double the number
from 2018.

The report recorded 224 
deaths in District 12 for 2020; of  
that number, 211 deaths were

Drug-related deaths up in 2020
Fentanyl deaths 

triple in Sarasota/

DeSoto; low in 

Charlotte

SEE DEATHS, 4A

Air show grounded for ’22
Thunderbirds will 

return in 2023
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available in 2022. ...I believe that 
the Thunderbirds do 26 shows a 
year and they get hundreds of  
requests a year,” he said.

Lineberry said he believes 
previous Florida International 
Air Shows helped influence the 
Thunderbirds 2023 return.

“Each air show is graded in 
a wide variety of  categories to 
determine if  a jet team will be 
back,” he said. “FIAS has received 
high marks over the years for 
their hosting, attendance and 
successful details that run an air 
show. So, we’re happy to say we 
are once again to be put on the 
Thunderbird’s schedule.”

Lineberry said other performers 

are still being determined for the 
2023 air show to be held Nov. 4-5, 
2023.

More information about the 
Florida International Air Show 
can be found at FloridaAirShow.
com or by searching their organi-
zation on Facebook.

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com

SHOW
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Demand for the vaccine 
— with recent approval 
of  boosters for all adults 
and shots for elementary 
school children — has 
been high amid the surge 
and the emergence of  
the omicron variant, 
whose dangers are still 
not fully understood. On 
Wednesday, Pfizer said 
that the initial two shots 
of  its vaccine appear 
significantly less effective
against omicron but that 
a booster dose may offer 
important protection.

Nearly 48 million 
people have received 
a booster, according 
to the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention. White House 
officials noted the U.S. 
administered 12.5 million 
shots last week, the 
highest weekly total since 
May.

“And that’s critical 
progress as we head 
into the winter and 
confront the new omicron 
variant,” White House 
coronavirus adviser 
Jeffrey Zients said.

At the same time, some 
states, notably in highly 
vaccinated New England, 
but also in the Midwest, 
are grappling with some 
of  the worst surges since 
the start of  the pandemic. 
Hospitals are filling up 
and reacting by canceling 
non-urgent surgeries 
or taking other crisis 
measures, while states 
are strongly promoting 
boosters.

Despite one of  the 
highest vaccination levels 
in the country — over 
74% of  the population 
fully vaccinated — 
Vermont is coping with 
its biggest surge yet. In 
the last week, new cases 

per day are up 54%, and 
the number of  people 
in the hospital with 
COVID-19 has climbed 
18%.

The virus is preying 
on those who haven’t 
gotten their shots: As 
of  Tuesday, 90% of  the 
COVID-19 patients in 
intensive care were
unvaccinated.

“Obviously, it’s not 
where we want to be,” 
Gov. Phil Scott said 
Tuesday, calling the 
situation “extremely 
frustrating.”

More than 400 people 
were in the hospital 
with COVID-19 in New 
Hampshire at the start of  
the week, breaking the 
record set last winter.

New Hampshire Gov. 
Chris Sununu directed 
hospitals to set up 
COVID-19 “surge centers” 
using space normally 
reserved for such things 
as outpatient care.

“Every day for the 
next several weeks, we’re 
likely to see a new high in 
COVID hospitalizations 
in New Hampshire,” said 
Steve Ahnen, president 
of  the New Hampshire 
Hospital Association. 
“With over 1,000 
new cases a day, that 
number’s not going to do 
anything but continue to 
go up.”

Maine likewise is 
struggling with record-
breaking COVID-19 
hospitalizations. Gov. 
Janet Mills on Wednesday 
activated as many as 75 
members of  the National 
Guard to help out.

“The vast majority of
patients in our hospitals 
are unvaccinated. That’s 
especially true of  critical 
care patients,” said 
Andy Mueller, CEO of  
MaineHealth, the state’s 
biggest health network. 
“It requires a tremendous 

amount of  our resources 
to provide care.”

Rhode Island’s largest 
hospital system, Lifespan, 
said staffing shortages 
are at never-before-
seen crisis levels, while 
Kent Hospital said it 
is near capacity and is 
considering delaying non-
urgent procedures.

Dr. Paari 
Gopalakrishnan, Kent’s 
interim president and 
chief  operating officer, 
said the spike is probably 
due to “people letting 
their guards down” 
during the holidays,
and flu season could 
complicate things further.

New Hampshire 
plans to hold a “booster 
blitz” on Saturday 
at 15 locations. Most 
appointments were
booked.

In Berlin, Vermont, 
Mike Labounty got his 
booster Tuesday.

“I have friends that 
are in their 20s that are 
getting sick and friends 
that are 60 that are 
getting sick,” he said. 
“The thing you see on 
Facebook and stuff like 
that is, ‘I just want this 
to be over. I’m very sick,’ 
so I’m just trying to avoid 
that.”

Elsewhere around the 
country, Indiana has 
seen COVID-19 hospital 
admissions double in 
the last month and is 
approaching levels not 
seen since this time a 
year ago, before vaccines 
were widely available.

The number of  people 
in intensive care in 
Minnesota has reached 
the highest level yet 
during the pandemic, 
with 98% of  ICU beds 
occupied. Teams of
military medics have 
been sent into Michigan 
and New Mexico.

CASES
FROM PAGE 1A

identified where fentanyl was deter-
mined to have caused the death. This 
represents a major increase from 2019,
where 133 dead people were found to
have fentanyl in their system and 121 of  
those deaths were caused by fentanyl 
overdoses.

Numbers by county were not included
in the report. However, a chart in the re-
port indicated that Sarasota County saw
at least 25 instances of  deaths caused by 
fentanyl per 100,000 population; DeSoto
County was listed as seeing between 5 
to 9.99 instances of  fentanyl deaths per
100,000 population.

District 22 saw just 26 deaths involv-
ing fentanyl; of  those, 22 were found to
have been caused by fentanyl. There
were 23 total deaths with fentanyl pres-
ent in the deceased system in 2019, with 
19 cases where the death was linked
directly to fentanyl.

The 2020 numbers also included a 
breakdown by age for fentanyl-caused

deaths. In Charlotte County, 10 of  the 
22 deaths were persons between the
ages of  26 to 34; eight deaths for those 
between 35 to 50; and four deaths for
persons 50 and older.

Of  the 211 deaths in District 12, 104
were between ages 35 and 50; 37 people 
were aged 50 or older; 52 people were
between ages 26 and 34; and 18 people 
were between ages 18 to 25.

According to the FDLE, overall
drug-related deaths in Florida increased
by 17 percent from 2019 to 2020.

Cocaine was the second-most common
cause in drug-related deaths after fen-
tanyl, representing 2,400 deaths in 2020, 
followed by ethyl alcohol (1,389 deaths)
and methamphetamine (1,386).

Fentanyl was not the drug most often 
found in dead people overall, according 
to the report. Ethanol was reported to 
be found in just over 6,000 dead people
over 2020, while fentanyl was found 
in a total of  5,806 dead people — when
including people with fentanyl in their 
system but where it was not determined 
to be the cause of  death.

DEATHS
FROM PAGE 1A

FILE PHOTO PROVIDED BY FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW

U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds will return to the Florida International Air Show in Punta Gorda in 2023.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TALLAHASSEE — A 
Florida ethics panel on 
Wednesday announced 
it has found probable 
cause that Democratic 
candidate for governor 
Nikki Fried violated state 
law for failing to properly 
disclose her income on 
financial forms.

The Florida 
Commission on Ethics 
found probable cause that 
Fried, who is also the 
state agriculture commis-
sioner, did not correctly 
disclose lobbying income 
on financial forms 
from 2017 and 2018. A 
Republican Party official 
filed a complaint with the 
ethics board in June after 
Fried amended her filings 
to reflect the previously 
unreported income.

A spokesperson for 
Fried’s campaign said 
she is being targeted for 
fixing her disclosures 
and criticized the ruling 

as base-
less and 
politically 
driven, 
noting that 
the com-
plaint was 
filed days 
after Fried
amended 

her forms and announced 
her candidacy.

“Consistent with the 
administration’s regular 
practice of  feeding 
false information to its 
subordinate agencies, 
Commissioner Fried 
is being attacked for 
following the law and 
showing transparency, 
exactly the opposite of  
what Republican Ron 
DeSantis and his cohorts 
do every day,” said 
campaign spokesperson 
Drew Godinich.

He said Fried will 
request that an adminis-
trative law judge dismiss 
the complaint.

Florida ethics panel: 
Fried didn’t properly 

disclose income

FRIED

AP PHOTO/DAVID GOLDMAN

Leanna Arcila, 7, is licked by Watson, a therapy dog with the Pawtucket police 
department, as she receives her COVID-19 vaccination from Dr. Eugenio 
Fernandez Tuesday at Nathanael Greene Elementary School in Pawtucket, R.I.

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

Call 1-877-391-0416 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H2YN56

Order Item #296X Only $23.99* (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping & handling.

Satisfaction completely guaranteed. Th is gift ships in December at the peak of

freshness. Order by Dec. 17, 2021 for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. 

AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 14, 2021.

Fruit so fresh, it’s still on the
tree when you order!
Our best-loved citrus and orchard fruits.

What a gift – our most popular high-quality citrus and orchard fruits in one 
delicious assortment! Handpicked to order so it’s always fresh and perfect.

•  2 Grove Navels Juicy, tangy-sweet, and seedless: the world’s #1 orange!

•   1 Ruby Red Grapefruit So sweet, they never need sugar.

•  2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines Heavenly sweet and easy to peel. Kids love them!

•  2 Petite Red Navels Gorgeous red fl esh with berry undertones.

• 2 Petite Golden Navels Snack-sized versions of the beloved classic.

• 2 Pears Juicy, creamy, and perfectly ripe.

• 2 Orchard Fresh Apples Crispy and fragrant with the sweet taste of fall.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero Beach, 
FL 32966

IC:  H2YN56

Picked, packed & shipped
with care from the Grove

High in vitamins & antioxidants

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Call now and

SAVE 43%!
*Plus $5.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states.

Limited time offer, good while supplies last. 
Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The Florida International Air Show is being forced to take a hiatus while the main runway 

they use at the Punta Gorda Airport is being renovated. 

“It’s kind of upsetting,” pilot patron Eric Williams said. “I mean I know I love seeing the Airshow. People in this 

area love seeing the Airshow.” 

“The Airshow is now actually 42 years in existence, it began right here at the Punta Gorda airport 42 years ago,” 

chairman Dana Carr said. 

COVID-19 grounded the show in 2020. Now, construction is keeping crews away in 2022. 

“As the airport is developing and the success of Allegiant airline and the overall success of the Punta Gorda airport, 

it necessitated construction of the runways,” Carr sad. “Now it’s time for runway 4 to become reconstructed because 

after all these were built in WWII to support p40 aircrafts now skip ahead 75 years later we’re supporting airbuses.” 

The show will go on in 2023 though with the US Thunderbirds headlining the event. 

“It was a deciding factor for the thunderbirds that they were going to come back to an expanded airport that had 

quality fresh runways,” Carr said. 

“We saw them about two years ago and that definitely inspired a little bit of more love for aviation,” pilot Sydney 

Zhang said after learning about the Thunderbirds return. 

“I didn’t get to catch them before but I’m looking forward to it in the future. It’ll be cool,” Williams said. 

At the end of the day, organizers hope people recognize one year away isn’t a huge deal… and hope it’ll create pent 

up demand for 2023.Punta Gorda Airport officials are also excited to welcome back the Air Show and the 

Thunderbirds in 2023. 

https://nbc-2.com/news/2021/12/09/popular-punta-gorda-air-show-grounded-during-runway-renovations/ 

https://nbc-2.com/news/2021/12/09/popular-punta-gorda-air-show-grounded-during-runway-renovations/
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Centex announces new Cape Coral town-
home community, Sawgrass at Coral Lakes 
230 affordable 

new townhomes 
will be available

PulteGroup, one of the nation’s 
leading and most trusted brands in 
homebuilding for 70 years, has closed 
on the land for a new Centex-branded 
neighborhood called Sawgrass at Coral 
Lakes.

Located within the existing Coral 
Lakes community in Cape Coral off 
Del Prado Blvd., with quick access to 
Pine Island Rd., Sawgrass will offer 230 
new-construction townhomes within 
the guard-gated, master-planned 
neighborhood, which has low HOA 
fees and no CDD. The first release of 
quick move-in homes is anticipated for 
purchase and move in by Summer of 
2022.

“Created in response to market 
demand, Sawgrass introduces Centex’s 
consumer-inspired townhomes at 
a time when there is little inventory 
available in both Cape Coral and Lee 
County,” said Richard McCormick, 
area president of PulteGroup’s Florida 
Divisions. “We’re excited to meet 
buyer demand and offer a high-quality 
townhome in a beautiful, established 
community.”

Expected to start from the upper 
$200s, the new Centex townhomes in 
Sawgrass at Coral Lakes will offer 1,636 
to 1,816 square feet of living space, three 
bedrooms, two-and-a-half baths and 
one- and two-car garages. Homebuyers 
will appreciate the open-concept floor 
plans, large kitchen layouts, first-floor 
half baths and the option for covered 
lanai space. Well-appointed features 
will also include tile roofs and paver 
driveways.

The townhomes will be well suited 
for everyone from entry-level, young 
professional buyers to families looking 
for features like garages and generous 
gathering rooms for entertaining and 

everyday life. Empty nesters and 
snowbirds will appreciate the “lock and 
leave,” low-maintenance opportunity of 
a townhome at an affordable price point 
and low fees.

Homebuyers at Sawgrass will enjoy 
access to two, resort-style swimming 
pools with sundecks, along with a 
country club-style clubhouse with 
fitness center within the established 
Coral Lakes community. Residents can 
also get active on tennis and volleyball 
courts, soccer fields and a baseball field, 
while sidewalks wind throughout the 
community for walking or jogging.

Located in northeast Cape Coral just 
2.5 miles west of U.S. 41, Sawgrass at 
Coral Lakes provides residents with 
easy, convenient proximity to nearby 
recreational opportunities, employment 
and healthcare centers. A Publix-
anchored shopping center is located 
less than one mile away, and a range 
of other retailers and restaurants can 
be found within a few miles of the 
community.

Well-rated nearby schools include 
Diplomat Elementary and Middle 

Schools, North Fort Myers High School 
and Cape Coral High School. Area 
healthcare providers located within five 
miles include Millennium Physicians 
Group, Florida Cancer Specialists and 
Cape Coral Hospital.

Coral Lakes is also within easy driving 
distance of both Southwest Florida 
International Airport and Punta Gorda 
Airport. Families will enjoy being close 
to amenities like Sun Splash Family 
Waterpark, while active residents can 
take advantage of the community’s 
proximity to spots like Del Prado Linear 
Park and Prairie Pines Preserve.

For exclusive monthly updates as the 
community progresses, join the VIP 
Interest List by visiting www.Centex.
com/Sawgrass. 

About Centex
Centex, a national brand of 

PulteGroup, Inc. (NYSE: PHM), 
helps first-time homebuyers put 
themselves in a better place.  Centex 
builds consumer inspired homes 
and communities that balance smart 
design and affordability with a friendly, 
enjoyable buying process.  For more 

information about Centex, visit www.
centex.com. 

About PulteGroup
PulteGroup, Inc. (NYSE: PHM) 

is based in Atlanta, Georgia, with 
operations in more than 40 markets 
throughout the country.  Through its 
brand portfolio that includes Centex, 
Pulte Homes, Del Webb, DiVosta 
Homes, John Wieland Homes and 
Neighborhoods and American West, the 
company is one of the industry’s most 
versatile homebuilders able to meet 
the needs of multiple buyer groups and 
respond to changing consumer demand. 
PulteGroup conducts extensive research 
to provide homebuyers with innovative 
solutions and consumer inspired homes 
and communities to make lives better.

For more information about 
PulteGroup, Inc. and PulteGroup 
brands, go to pultegroup.com; www.
pulte.com; www.centex.com; www.
delwebb.com; www.divosta.com; 
www.jwhomes.com; and www.
americanwesthomes.com.  Follow 
PulteGroup, Inc. on Twitter: @
PulteGroupNews.

With townhomes starting from the upper $200s, Sawgrass at Coral Lakes will offer exceptional, consumer-inspired homes 
and open-concept designs appealing to an array of buyers – from young professionals to families and empty nesters.

clipper
Highlight



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION C 

PG Airport 
passenger 

totals breaking 
past records
November passengers 

exceeded 150,000

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Passenger traffic at 
Punta Gorda Airport in 2021 is breaking 
previous years’ records, airport reps say.

“We had a nearly 15% increase in 
passengers traveling November 2021 over 
November 2019 making that the fifth 
month in a row of record counts,” wrote 
Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) manager 
Audrey Lanczki in an email to The Daily 
Sun.

For November 2021, the airport had 
150,043 passengers fly through compared 
to 130,623 in 2019.

In 2020, they only had 95,706 passen-
gers but that was during COVID-19.

“We are extremely pleased that the 
passenger traffic for 2021 is likely to ex-
ceed 1.5 million (by the end of the year),” 
PGD spokesperson Kaley Miller told The 
Daily Sun.

“Airport staff has worked to increase 
consumer confidence in a post-COVID 
world, and we are thankful for our com-
munity’s continued support,” she added.

Not including December 2021, the 
airport has seen almost 1.4 million 
passengers this year.
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PUNTA GORDA – For the second time in three years, runway improvements at Punta Gorda Airport will force the 

postponement of the Florida International Air Show for 2022. But when the air show returns in November 2023, it 

will include the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds as a headlining attraction.  

The Thunderbirds announced their 2023 air show schedule at the International Council of Air Shows annual 

convention, which was hosted Dec. 6-9 in Las Vegas. 

Both the Thunderbirds and the U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Team, the Blue Angels, typically release their 

scheduled two years in advance, at that annual convention.  

Currently the Thunderbirds are scheduled to appear at the Florida International Air Show on Nov. 4-5, 2023, in what 

will technically be the 40th air show hosted at the airport since it first started in 1982 – though the show this October 

was billed as the 40th anniversary show.  

“Major jet teams tell you when they’re coming,” air show spokesman Steve Lineberry said Monday. “We’re excited 

because of the entire air show season for the Thunderbirds, we are the next to the last air show from around the 

country.”  

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.newsairshow.com/headlines/2021/12/6/thunderbirds-announce-preliminary-2023-schedule


The Thunderbirds' final air show is traditionally their homecoming show at 

Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada, set for Nov. 11, 2023.  

The demonstration team is scheduled to perform four times in Florida skies 

that year, including April 1-2 in Homestead; April 22-23 in Cocoa Beach and 

Oct. 28-29 in Sanford.  

The Thunderbirds will only perform three times in Florida in 2022 – April 9-

10 in Lakeland, April 30-May 1 in Fort Lauderdale and Oct. 29-30 in Sanford. 

The Thunderbirds last appeared at the Florida International Air Show in 2019.  

The 2020 show was postponed because of runway work at the airport, then a 

planned “Wings Over Charlotte” performance was canceled partly because of 

COVID-19 concerns.  

Lineberry noted that going into show season this fall, air show officials already 

planned to take 2022 off because of the runway work.  

Once named one of the “Ten Best Air Shows in the World,” by USA Today, 

the Florida International Air Show has raised almost $5 million for area charities and nonprofits since its inception 

in 1982.  

Though the Blue Angels served as the headliner for the initial air show in 1982, they have not appeared at Punta 

Gorda Airport since 2012 – when the air show was still hosted in March.  

Lineberry said scheduling requirements with the Navy have ruled out requests from the Florida International Air 

Show for that demonstration team, since the show moved from spring to fall in 2016.  

The show had been a staple in the spring but it went on hiatus in 2015 because of mounting costs during peak 

season, then returned as a fall attraction.  

The all-volunteer air show board will spend the time prior to the 2023 show securing sponsors, as well as 

signing other acts.  

That can happen within weeks of the performance date.  

Lineberry cited the appearance of the C-17 Globemaster at the 2021 show as one example.  

The transport team, which took part in the evacuation of Afghanistan, only came available about six weeks before 

the show and was one of two featured acts, along with the U.S. Air Force F-16 Viper Demo Team from Shaw Air 

Force Base in South Carolina.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2021/12/13/air-show-punta-gorda-grounded-2022-thunderbirds-soar-2023/6490456001/ 

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2021/12/13/air-show-punta-gorda-grounded-2022-thunderbirds-soar-2023/6490456001/


8A | WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021 | THE-BANNER.COM

Naples City Council members are set to vote
Wednesday on whether to approve changes to fi�shing
rules at Naples Pier to protect pelicans.

Among the proposed changes are regulating pos-
session of large hooks and lures, closing the pier to
fi�shing between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. daily, prohibiting
unattended poles and starting a pilot program that
would close the pier to fi�shing every Sunday from Jan-
uary to May next year.

The von Arx Wildlife Hospital at the Conservancy of
Southwest Florida fi�rst proposed a suite of solutions to
Naples City Council in June to reduce the number of
injured pelicans getting snagged with fi�shing gear at
the city landmark.

“I just want you to know that everything we have
attempted to do is a very balanced approach based on
a lot of research and a lot of data and also appears to be
similar to communities across the state of Florida,”
Rob Moher, president and CEO of the Conservancy,
said at the June meeting.

The Conservancy reported nearly 200 pelicans
were brought to the wildlife hospital in 2020 after get-
ting tangled in fi�shing gear.

“Our budget can’t sustain these numbers of injured
animals,” von Arx Wildlife Hospital Director Joanna
Fitzgerald told council members in June. “Over
$70,000 is contributed by the Conservancy to rehabil-
itate injured animals — and that’s actually just pelican
numbers. That’s not including any other species.”

Council sent the issue to the Community Services
Advisory Board in September to hash out the fi�ner de-
tails of the proposed changes, and the Naples Police
Department suggested other changes to help offi�cers
enforce city ordinances at the pier separate from the
Conservancy’s eff�orts. Both eff�orts have been com-
bined for the council to vote on Wednesday.

Between Aug. 1, 2017, and Nov. 11, 2021, the Naples
Police Department reported 11 incidents related to fi�sh-
ing violations at Naples Pier, according to department
records. Violations on the pier included using over-
sized fi�shing hooks or reels, catching sharks, using tre-
ble hooks, feeding birds, and using multiple fi�shing
rods.

Some of the police reports note birds and pelicans
becoming tangled in gear that violates city code.

During the advisory board meeting members of the
public voiced concerns about the proposed changes.

In a letter sent to the board, W. Andrew Jack urged
the council to keep the pier’s fi�shing hours intact, sup-
port expanding the Conservancy’s Pelican Patrol oper-

ation, and nurture collaboration between stakehold-
ers.

“These collaborations should increase education
and awareness — particularly for fi�rst-time visitors —
on how to mitigate risks to the pelicans while still en-
joying the unique fi�shing opportunities at the Pier,”
Jack wrote.

The city funds Pelican Patrol seven days a week to
assist with birds injured by fi�shing gear.

In November council member Ted Blankenship
voiced opposition to the full-day fi�shing closure at the
pier while supporting the new ordinance language. He
suggested letting the ordinance take eff�ect fi�rst and re-
visiting the full-day closure if injured pelican numbers
remain high.

“I think that’s a step too far,” he said. “The ordi-
nance is OK with me, but the idea of closing the pier a
day a week is, I think it is premature.”

Council member Raymond Christman said he was a
fi�rst skeptical of the full-day closure, but discussions

with offi�cials on the Pelican Patrol changed his mind.
“This whole package here, including closing the

pier one day a week to fi�shing, really represents an ex-
cellent compromise bringing together people of diff�er-
ent viewpoints,” he said.

If city council passes the changes to the ordinance,
Naples Police Lt. Michael O’Reilly said offi�cers will be-
gin an education initiative at the pier before handing
out written warnings.

Once the public is educated on the changes, he said
fi�rst-time off�enders will receive a $100 fi�ne with each
successive off�ense adding an extra $100.

Members of the public can speak at Wednesday’s
meeting at City Hall for three minutes after fi�lling out a
form at the rear of council chambers and turning it into
the Speaker Request Box near the dais.

Karl Schneider is a Naples Daily News reporter. You
can reach him at kschneider@gannett.com. Follow on
Twitter @karlstartswithk

Naples Pier fi�shing regulations could change to try to protect pelicans
Injured birds getting snagged
with fi�shermen’s gear at site
Karl Schneider
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Von Arx Wildlife Hospital staff admit a brown pelican brought to von Arx Wildlife Hospital by a staff member
from the City of Naples. The pelican was hooked and entangled in fi�shing line at the Naples Pier. LAUREN

BARKLEY/SPECIAL TO THE DAILY NEWS

PUNTA GORDA – For the second time in three years,
runway improvements at Punta Gorda Airport will
force the postponement of the Florida International
Air Show for 2022. But when the air show returns in
November 2023, it will include the U.S. Air Force Thun-
derbirds as a headlining attraction. 

The Thunderbirds announced their 2023 air show
schedule at the International Council of Air Shows an-
nual convention, which was hosted Dec. 6-9 in Las Ve-
gas. 

Both the Thunderbirds and the U.S. Navy Flight
Demonstration Team, the Blue Angels, typically re-
lease their scheduled two years in advance, at that an-
nual convention. 

Currently the Thunderbirds are scheduled to ap-
pear at the Florida International Air Show on Nov. 4-5,
2023, in what will technically be the 40th air show
hosted at the airport since it fi�rst started in 1982 –
though the show this October was billed as the 40th
anniversary show. 

“Major jet teams tell you when they’re coming,” air
show spokesman Steve Lineberry said Monday. “We’re
excited because of the entire air show season for the
Thunderbirds, we are the next to the last air show from
around the country.” 

The Thunderbirds' fi�nal air show is traditionally
their homecoming show at Nellis Air Force Base in Ne-
vada, set for Nov. 11, 2023. 

The demonstration team is scheduled to perform
four times in Florida skies that year, including April 1-2
in Homestead; April 22-23 in Cocoa Beach and Oct. 28-
29 in Sanford. 

The Thunderbirds will only perform three times in
Florida in 2022 – April 9-10 in Lakeland, April 30-May 1
in Fort Lauderdale and Oct. 29-30 in Sanford. 

The Thunderbirds last appeared at the Florida In-
ternational Air Show in 2019. 

The 2020 show was postponed because of runway
work at the airport, then a planned “Wings Over Char-
lotte” performance was canceled partly because of CO-
VID-19 concerns. 

Lineberry noted that going into show season this
fall, air show offi�cials already planned to take 2022 off�
because of the runway work. 

Once named one of the “Ten Best Air Shows in the
World,” by USA Today, the Florida International Air
Show has raised almost $5 million for area charities
and nonprofi�ts since its inception in 1982. 

Though the Blue Angels served as the headliner for
the initial air show in 1982, they have not appeared at

Punta Gorda Airport since 2012 – when the air show
was still hosted in March. 

Lineberry said scheduling requirements with the
Navy have ruled out requests from the Florida Interna-
tional Air Show for that demonstration team, since the
show moved from spring to fall in 2016. 

The show had been a staple in the spring but it went
on hiatus in 2015 because of mounting costs during
peak season, then returned as a fall attraction. 

The all-volunteer air show board will spend the time
prior to the 2023 show securing sponsors, as well as
signing other acts. 

That can happen within weeks of the performance
date. 

Lineberry cited the appearance of the C-17 Globe-
master at the 2021 show as one example. 

The transport team, which took part in the evacua-
tion of Afghanistan, only came available about six
weeks before the show and was one of two featured
acts, along with the U.S. Air Force F-16 Viper Demo
Team from Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina. 

Earle Kimel primarily covers south Sarasota Coun-
ty for the Herald-Tribune and can be reached at ear-
le.kimel@heraldtribune.com. 

Air Show postponed for 2022
Thunderbirds to
headline in 2023
Earle Kimel
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds perform in November 2019, at the Florida International Air Show. The
demonstration team is scheduled to return to the skies over Punta Gorda, Nov. 4-5, 2023, at the Florida
International Air Show. HERALD-TRIBUNE ARCHIVE PHOTO
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From: Gulfshore Business Today <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2021 3:30 PM 
Subject: SOUTHWEST FLORIDA AIRPORTS TO RECEIVE $17 MILLION FROM BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA AIRPORTS TO RECEIVE $17 MILLION FROM BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 

Southwest Florida International Airport (RSW) and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) were awarded more than 
$15.7 million from the U.S. Department of Transportation from funding made available by the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law passed last month. In total, 98 airports in Florida will receive an estimated 
$240.5 million. 

During the first year of the law, RSW will receive $11,418,430 and PGD $4,330,750  that can be invested 
in runways, taxiways, safety and sustainability projects, as well as terminal, airport-transit connections 
and roadway projects. It is the first of five annual rounds of funding Florida airports will receive. 

READ MORE HERE 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
https://www.gulfshorebusiness.com/southwest-florida-airports-to-receive-17-million-from-bipartisan-infrastructure-law/


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021   |  $1.50

SUN
The Daily

Charlotte • DeSoto • Sarasota
SUN COAST NEWS & VIEWS  YOURSUN.COM

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — With 
the year-long closure of  its 
main runway in January, 
Punta Gorda Airport has a 
new webpage showing likely 
changes to flight patterns 
overhead.

Communications Director 
Kaley Miller told airport 

commissioners Thursday 
about the new web links.

https://bit.ly/3maSJhN
The website shows how 

planes from the two com-
mercial airlines, Allegiant 
and Sun Country, are 
expected to fly in and out 
using a runway that was, 
until recently, too short for 
commercial flights. The 
airport has a third runway 
for smaller aircraft only.

The airport will close 
entirely for one week in 
September to accomplish 

Expect new flight patterns when old 
runway closes at Punta Gorda Airport
1940s runway to 

close for year of 

reconstruction

PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

The two runways of Punta Gorda Airport meet in a V. The 
runway on the left has been rebuilt and extended so the 
main runway on the right can be rebuilt next.SEE FLIGHT, 4A
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such projects as adding 
a car lane in front of  the 
main terminal called 
the Bailey Terminal. 
Commercial flights will be 
diverted that week.

“While most people may 
not even notice, our neigh-
bors directly north and 
south of Runway 15-33 will 
see more activity in 2022,” 
said PGD’s Chief Executive 
Officer James Parish. “We 
ask for our neighbors’ 
patience and understand-
ing as we complete this 
necessary project.”

Flight patterns over 
PGD are designed to mit-
igate noise in the closest 
neighborhoods, among 
other purposes. They will 
vary according to weather 
and airline preference, 
said airport officials.

The airport does not 
have authority over 
what routes planes take 
coming and going from 
the airport. That is under 
the control of  the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
But there is a section 

on the airport website 
for residents to submit 
questions and comments 
to the airport.

https://bit.ly/3IXPdkI
In 2020, the airport 

finished lengthening and 
rebuilding the shorter 
runway, called 15-33, 
with a project that cost 
$12 million. The purpose 
was to prepare the airport 
for the one year it would 
take to rebuild the main 
runway, 4-22. The bigger 
runway, 7,193 feet, will 
cost $14.9 million to 
rebuild. From the 1940s, it 
was at risk of  not meeting 
federal safety standards. 
The center of  the runway 
needs to be rebuilt from 
the bottom up, the air-
port’s website states. The 
outer edges will be milled 
and resurfaced.

In the brief  time since 
both runways have been 
available, commercial 
pilots tend to prefer older 
runway during foggy 
weather, 4-22, PGD Chief  
Operating Officer Ron 
Mallard told The Daily 
Sun. That’s because it 
has physical spot lights 
that project up to arriving 
planes, he said, while the 

approach to runway 15-33 
is by satellite guidance 
alone. This comes into 
play mostly in the winter, 
he said. The visibility re-
strictions of  each runway 
vary only by 50 feet of  
elevation and a quarter 
mile, he said.

Both airlines have been 
using both runways in the 
past year that both have 
been open.

These construction 
projects are paid for from 
a combination of  federal 
grants, passenger fees 
and aircraft fuel taxes.

The arcane naming of  
the runways are based 
on how many degrees 
each end of  each runway 
is from magnetic north, 
Commissioner Rob 
Hancik said recently.

Removing more wet-
lands from the airport 
landscape is also part 
of  the project. Airports 
must remove wetlands 
to prevent bird strikes 
which disable planes. 
Wetlands must be recreat-
ed elsewhere in the same 
watershed.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

FLIGHT
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

A ribbon cutting was held in 2020 for the PGD runway 15-33 rebuild that cost $12 million. This runway was 
extended to be available for commercial flights while the other runway is down for repairs.

This view of possible flight patterns is available on the Punta Gorda Airport 
website for use during the one year closure of the main runway and use of the 
new full-size runway.



 

 

 

PUNTA GORDA — With the year-long closure of its main runway in January, Punta Gorda Airport has a new 

webpage showing likely changes to flight patterns overhead. 

Communications Director Kaley Miller told airport commissioners Thursday about the new web links 

at https://bit.ly/3maSJhN 

The website shows how planes from the two commercial airlines, 

Allegiant and Sun Country, are expected to fly in and out using a 

runway that was, until recently, too short for commercial flights. 

The airport has a third runway for smaller aircraft only. 

The airport will close entirely for one week in September to 

accomplish such projects as adding a car lane in front of the main 

terminal called the Bailey Terminal. Commercial flights will be 

diverted that week. 

“While most people may not even notice, our neighbors directly 

north and south of Runway 15-33 will see more activity in 2022,” said PGD’s Chief Executive Officer James Parish. 

“We ask for our neighbors’ patience and understanding as we complete this necessary project.” 

Flight patterns over PGD are designed to mitigate noise in the closest 

neighborhoods, among other purposes. They will vary according to 

weather and airline preference, airport officials said. 

The airport does not have authority over what routes planes take coming 

and going from the airport. That is under the control of the Federal 

Aviation Administration. But there is a section on the airport website for 

residents to submit questions and comments to the airport. 

https://bit.ly/3IXPdkI 

In 2020, the airport finished lengthening and rebuilding the shorter 

runway, called 15-33, with a project that cost $12 million. 

The purpose was to prepare the airport for the one year it would take to rebuild the main runway, 4-22. The bigger 

runway, 7,193 feet, will cost $14.9 million to rebuild. From the 1940s, it was at risk of not meeting federal safety 

standards. The center of the runway needs to be rebuilt from the bottom up, the airport’s website states. The outer 

edges will be milled and resurfaced. 

https://bit.ly/3maSJhN
https://bit.ly/3IXPdkI


In the brief time since both runways have been available, 

commercial pilots tend to prefer older runway during foggy 

weather, 4-22, PGD Chief Operating Officer Ron Mallard told The 

Daily Sun. That’s because it has physical spot lights that project up 

to arriving planes, he said, while the approach to runway 15-33 is 

by satellite guidance alone. 

This comes into play mostly in the winter, he said. The visibility 

restrictions of each runway vary only by 50 feet of elevation and a 

quarter mile, he said. Both airlines have been using both runways in 

the past year that both have been open. These construction projects 

are paid for from a combination of federal grants, passenger fees 

and aircraft fuel taxes. 

The arcane naming of the runways are based on how many degrees each end of each runway is from magnetic north, 

Commissioner Rob Hancik said recently. 

Removing more wetlands from the airport landscape is also part of the project. Airports must remove wetlands to 

prevent bird strikes which disable planes. Wetlands must be recreated elsewhere in the same watershed. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/expect-new-flight-patterns-when-old-runway-closes-in-january/article_362dddc4-5ead-11ec-b874-

b72c6bdf6f9a.html 

 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/expect-new-flight-patterns-when-old-runway-closes-in-january/article_362dddc4-5ead-11ec-b874-b72c6bdf6f9a.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/expect-new-flight-patterns-when-old-runway-closes-in-january/article_362dddc4-5ead-11ec-b874-b72c6bdf6f9a.html
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — You might not have 
noticed that Hollywood came to Punta Gorda 
Airport earlier this month.

Not the big glamour Hollywood, but the 
reality show part.

A California production company contacted 
the airport a few weeks ago asking for permis-
sion to film a scene from a reality dating show.

Which show, they did not say, said PGD 
Communications Manager Kaley Miller.

Federal law says they do not need per-
mission, Miller said, but she contacted the 
airport’s lawyer, Darol Carr.

It was a first, Carr told the Airport 
Commission this week.

They figured out who was liable for 
what. The film crew showed up on Dec. 4, a 
Saturday. It was a scene in which a dating 
contestant meets with the show’s host to talk 
about — something.

They sat on a bench near the “Arrivals” 
door of  the small airport.

Why Punta Gorda?
Maybe because the contestant — a woman 

— is from Cape Coral, Miller speculated.
Did anyone actually get on a plane or greet 

anyone getting off a plane?
No, Miller said.
More evidence that reality shows are not 

tied to reality.
So for whoever follows reality dating shows, 

look for a scene of  two people sitting on a 
bench outside the arrival door at a very small 
airport. It’s not the bus stop scene with Cary 
Grant in “North by Northwest,” but it’s home.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

Dating show 
comes to PGD

Small reality TV scene 

shot outside airport

STAFF PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

This is approximately where a Hollywood 
production company filmed a reality dating 
show scene at Punta Gorda Airport. It was 
on a bench outside the terminal near the 
arrival door, PGD Communications Manager 
Kaley Miller said.
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FPL reports hundreds of power outages 

Florida Power & Light reported thousands of power outages on Tuesday on its website, with the majority of 

those power outages stretching from downtown Fort Myers to the North Naples and Bonita Springs area.   

In addition, a phone company message stated that more than 5,000 customers were without power as of 12:25 

p.m. Tuesday. 

“We are experiencing multiple outages due to severe weather,” a phone message says. “There is no estimated 

time of restoral for any area.” 

Clean-up efforts began immediately on Tuesday at Eagle Ridge Golf Course and Twin Eagle Lane, which was 

also damaged. 

https://floridainsider.com/weather/tornado-hits-fort-myers-with-95-mph-winds-500000-worth-of-damage/ 

 

https://floridainsider.com/weather/tornado-hits-fort-myers-with-95-mph-winds-500000-worth-of-damage/
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Florida airports to receive $240.5 million 
from Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

SEE AIRPORT, A16  

BY JIM TURNER

The News Service of Florida

The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) will award an estimated $240.5 
million to Florida’s 98 airports from 
funding made available by the Biparti-

san Infrastructure Law. The money can 
be invested in runways, taxiways, safety, 
and sustainability projects, as well as 
terminal, airport-transit connections and 
roadway projects. This is the first of five 
annual rounds of funding Florida airports 
will receive. 

“The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has 
given us a once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to build safer and more sustainable 

House Hunting
Stunning villa is just minutes 
away from several award-
winning beaches. A23 

Bottoms up
Distillery tours teach the 
distillation process, offer 
tastings. A25 

Society
The Punta Gorda Christmas 
Parade draws crowds. A39 

First of fi ve rounds, 
airports to submit projects

COURTESY PHOTO

Punta Gorda Airport has been awarded $4,330,750 
from funding made available by the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law.
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We know it may be hard to believe. An
area that once was part of an old mine 
site near Mosaic’s former Hooker’s
Prairie phosphate mine is now 
a thriving bird sanctuary. But that’s 
exactly what happened. In the spring
of 2021, Audubon Florida, a decades-
long community partner of Mosaic’s, 
confirmed an estimated 30-40 pairs 
of breeding Roseate Spoonbills had 
chosen to nest near the reclaimed 
habitat which features abundant food 

sources and protection from would-be
predators. That makes the site near 
Hooker’s Prairie one of the largest 
Roseate Spoonbill breeding colonies 
in our region, second only to the Alafia 
Bank Bird Sanctuary. Going forward, 
Mosaic will partner with Audubon 
Florida to census the breeding birds 
at Hooker’s Prairie and document 
the nesting effort by the spoonbills 
and the many other wading birds that 
nest there.

To learn more, visit www.mosaicfloridaphosphate.com

We Provide a Safe Haven 
for Breeding Birds

AIRPORT
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airports that connect 
individuals to jobs 
and communities to 
the world,” said U.S. 
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg. “With this 
new funding, urban, 
regional and rural 
airports across the 
country now can get 
to work on projects that have waited for 
years, modernizing their infrastructure 
and building a better America.”

Florida airports can submit proj-
ects they wish to use the funds on for FAA 
review in the coming weeks. The FAA 

encourages airports to prioritize projects 
that increase airport safety, equity and 
sustainability. The agency also plans to 
conduct outreach with the minority busi-
ness community on these opportunities 
at airports across the nation.    

The following commercial airports in 
Florida are estimated to receive funding 
during the first year of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law: 

Daytona Beach International Air-
port:  $2,909,224

Eglin Air Force Base/Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach Airport in Valparaiso/
Destin-Fort Walton Beach:  $4,315,247

Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood Inter-
national Airport:  $32,783,431

Gainesville Regional Airport:  
$2,378,103

Jacksonville International Airport:  
$9,003,324

Key West International Airport:  

$3,690,508
Lakeland Linder International in 

Lakeland: $847,399
Melbourne International Airport:  

$2,191,163
Miami International Airport:  

$42,461,693
Northwest Florida Beaches Inter-

national Airport in Panama City:  
$3,940,769

Orlando International Airport:  
$44,055,710

Orlando Sanford International Air-
port:  $5,670,156

Palm Beach International Air-
port in West Palm Beach:  $8,734,292

Pensacola International Airport:  
$4,841,447

Punta Gorda Airport:  $4,330,750
Sarasota-Bradenton International 

Airport:  $4,634,654
Southwest Florida International 

Airport in Fort Myers:  $11,418,430
St. Pete-Clearwater International 

Airport:  $4,914,957
Tallahassee International Airport:  

$3,208,691
Tampa International Airport:  

$21,711,252
An additional 78 reliever and general 

aviation airports across Florida are also 
estimated to receive funding during the 
first year of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law. For an interactive map and listing of 
funding for all Florida airports, visit  www.
faa.gov/bil/airport-infrastructure. 

The money comes from the Airport 
Infrastructure Grant program, one of three 
new aviation programs created by the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The law 
provides $15 billion over five years for 
this program. The FAA estimates the 
backlog of airport modernization and 
safety projects totals $43.6 billion. ■

BUTTIGIEG

Melissa Mogle, president of Wind-
mill Village Social Club in Punta 
Gorda, presents Sue Paquin, pres-
ident of Southwest Florida Honor 
Flight, with a check for $1,600. 
The funds were raised during the 
annual Veterans Dinner where the 
residents provide baskets to raffle 
off.  This year’s dinner had more 
than 40 baskets. Over previous 
years, the residents of Wind-
mill Village have donated more 
than $10,000 to Southwest Florida 
Honor Flight.

Thanks to the generosity of a local benefactor who wishes to remain anonymous,  Sushila Che-
rian, right, presents a check for $5,000 to Southwest Florida Honor Flight President Sue Paquin. 
Southwest Florida Honor Flight is a nonprofit organization whose mission statement is to transport 
heroes to Washington, D.C., to visit and reflect at their memorials, all at no cost to the veter-
ans. Pictured from left to right: Mary Sharp, secretary; Meredith Zinn, vice president; Hank Kenter, 
treasurer; Bernadette Smith, flight coordinator; Sue Paquin, president; and Shushila Cherian.
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The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will award an estimated 

$240.5 million to Florida’s 98 airports from funding made available by the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law. The money can be invested in runways, taxiways, safety, and sustainability projects, 

as well as terminal, airport-transit connections and roadway projects. This is the first of five annual 

rounds of funding Florida airports will receive. 

“The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has given us a once-in-a-generation 

opportunity to build safer and more sustainable airports that connect 

individuals to jobs and communities to the world,” said U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Pete Buttigieg. “With this new funding, urban, regional and rural 

airports across the country now can get to work on projects that have 

waited for years, modernizing their infrastructure and building a better 

America.” 

Florida airports can submit projects they wish to use the funds on for FAA 

review in the coming weeks. The FAA encourages airports to prioritize 

projects that increase airport safety, equity and sustainability. The agency 

also plans to conduct outreach with the minority business community on 

these opportunities at airports across the nation. 

The following commercial airports in Florida are estimated to receive funding during the first year of the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: 

Daytona Beach International Airport: $2,909,224 

Eglin Air Force Base/Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport in Valparaiso/ Destin-Fort Walton 



Beach: $4,315,247 

Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport: $32,783,431 

Gainesville Regional Airport: $2,378,103 

Jacksonville International Airport: $9,003,324 

Key West International Airport: $3,690,508 

Lakeland Linder International in Lakeland: $847,399 

Melbourne International Airport: $2,191,163 

Miami International Airport: $42,461,693 

Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport in Panama City: $3,940,769 

Orlando International Airport: $44,055,710 

Orlando Sanford International Airport: $5,670,156 

Palm Beach International Airport in West Palm Beach: $8,734,292 

Pensacola International Airport: $4,841,447 

Punta Gorda Airport: $4,330,750 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport: $4,634,654 

Southwest Florida International Airport in Fort Myers: $11,418,430 

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport: $4,914,957 

Tallahassee International Airport: $3,208,691 

Tampa International Airport: $21,711,252 

 

An additional 78 reliever and general aviation airports across Florida are also estimated to receive funding 

during the first year of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. For an interactive map and listing of funding for 

all Florida airports, visit www.faa.gov/bil/airport-infrastructure. 

The money comes from the Airport Infrastructure Grant program, one of three new aviation programs 

created by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The law provides $15 billion over five years for this 

program. The FAA estimates the backlog of airport modernization and safety projects totals $43.6 

billion.  

 
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/florida-airports-to-receive-240-5-million-from-bipartisan-infrastructure-law/ 

 

http://www.faa.gov/bil/airport-infrastructure.
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/florida-airports-to-receive-240-5-million-from-bipartisan-infrastructure-law/
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Florida airports to receive $240.5 million 
from Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

SEE AIRPORT, A6  

BY JIM TURNER

The News Service of Florida

The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) will award an estimated $240.5 
million to Florida’s 98 airports from 
funding made available by the Biparti-

san Infrastructure Law. The money can 
be invested in runways, taxiways, safety, 
and sustainability projects, as well as 
terminal, airport-transit connections and 
roadway projects. This is the first of five 
annual rounds of funding Florida airports 
will receive. 

“The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law has 
given us a once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity to build safer and more sustainable 

Society
Kristina Lindbergh comes to 
Captiva for “Gift from the Sea”
community celebration. 
B18 

Bottoms up
Distillery tours teach the 
distillation process, offer 
tastings. B1 

Out and about
Lee County Medical Society 
annual holiday party at 
Sanibel Harbour Marriott. 
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First of fi ve rounds, 
airports to submit projects
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Southwest Florida International Airport in Fort Myers 
has been awarded $11,418,430 from funding made 
available by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.
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We are an
audiology 
practice dedicated
to providing 
state-of-the-art 
hearing care and 
comprehensive 
vestibular evaluations. 

At Gulf Coast Audiology 
we welcome the 
opportunity to talk with 
you and to listen to your 
hearing needs. The 
decision to invest in better 
hearing is one of the most 
important you will ever 
make. Because of this, 
our goal is to provide you 
with compassionate care, 
the most current hearing 
aid technology,  and 
professional service.

When you visit Gulf 
Coast Audiology, you 
can expect expert 
assessments and 
customized treatment 
at every visit.

239-267-7888
8900 Gladiolus Dr. #201 | Fort Myers, FL 33908

www.gulfcoastaudiology.com

SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SINCE 2008!

Gulf Coast 

Audiology
Experts In Hearing And Balance

• Hearing Evaluations • Hearing Aids
• Accessories & Repairs • Tinnitus Management
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Having a hard time hearing 
your loved ones? We can help!

11 55 66

Dr. Drianis Duran

Wishing You 
and Yours a Very

Holiday
Season!

LMCU had the best interest
rates out there.

— Jim and Shari,
 LMCU Members

Get started today.
Call (844) 302-7193
or visit LMCU.org/Auto.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate as of 9/1/21 are subject to change and includes a $15 loan servicing fee. 
Best rate available to well-qualified borrowers with a credit score of 780 and above on 2014 or newer model years. 
Your rate may be higher depending on your credit history, loan purpose, amount, term, and vehicle year. Subject to 
credit and income qualification. $5 membership required if not a member. Jim and Shari are LMCU Members and 
were compensated for their participation.

Jim and Shari have been LMCU members since 2016. They expected 
that if anyone could get them the financing they needed at the best 
rate, LMCU would be in their corner.

Financing your vehicle purchase with LMCU can save you hundreds, 
or even thousands, over the life of your loan – so you can be sure 
you’re taking the path less expensive.

1.99APR
%*

Auto rates
as low as

airports that connect 
individuals to jobs 
and communities to 
the world,” said U.S. 
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg. “With this 
new funding, urban, 
regional and rural 
airports across the 
country now can get 
to work on projects that have waited for 
years, modernizing their infrastructure 
and building a better America.”

Florida airports can submit proj-
ects they wish to use the funds on for FAA 
review in the coming weeks. The FAA 

encourages airports to prioritize projects 
that increase airport safety, equity and 
sustainability. The agency also plans to 
conduct outreach with the minority busi-
ness community on these opportunities 
at airports across the nation.    

The following commercial airports in 
Florida are estimated to receive funding 
during the first year of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law: 

Daytona Beach International Air-
port:  $2,909,224

Eglin Air Force Base/Destin-Fort 
Walton Beach Airport in Valparaiso/
Destin-Fort Walton Beach:  $4,315,247

Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood Inter-
national Airport:  $32,783,431

Gainesville Regional Airport:  
$2,378,103

Jacksonville International Airport:  
$9,003,324

Key West International Airport:  

$3,690,508
Lakeland Linder International in 

Lakeland: $847,399
Melbourne International Airport:  

$2,191,163
Miami International Airport:  

$42,461,693
Northwest Florida Beaches Inter-

national Airport in Panama City:  
$3,940,769

Orlando International Airport:  
$44,055,710

Orlando Sanford International Air-
port:  $5,670,156

Palm Beach International Air-
port in West Palm Beach:  $8,734,292

Pensacola International Airport:  
$4,841,447

Punta Gorda Airport:  $4,330,750
Sarasota-Bradenton International 

Airport:  $4,634,654
Southwest Florida International 

Airport in Fort Myers:  $11,418,430
St. Pete-Clearwater International 

Airport:  $4,914,957
Tallahassee International Airport:  

$3,208,691
Tampa International Airport:  

$21,711,252
An additional 78 reliever and general 

aviation airports across Florida are also 
estimated to receive funding during the 
first year of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law. For an interactive map and listing of 
funding for all Florida airports, visit  www.
faa.gov/bil/airport-infrastructure. 

The money comes from the Airport 
Infrastructure Grant program, one of three 
new aviation programs created by the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The law 
provides $15 billion over five years for 
this program. The FAA estimates the 
backlog of airport modernization and 
safety projects totals $43.6 billion. ■
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FORT MYERS, Fla. — Passengers traveling by air this Christmas Eve may be grounded this holiday. 

It's due to a rise in cases of the Omicron variant of Covid-19, causing hundreds of flights to be canceled and forcing 

airlines and passengers to stay put. 

United Airlines has canceled more than 100 flights that were originally set to depart today. The airline says a surge 

of Covid-19 cases has impacted its workforce. Delta Airlines, meanwhile, have cited potentially bad weather as well 

as the Omicron variant before canceling 90 flights. 

Alaska Airlines has canceled more than a dozen flights after some employees reported a possible exposure to Covid-

19. Each airline said they were trying to reschedule as many passengers as possible.

This comes as travelers are rushing to get home for the holidays. Holiday air travelers are heading out to their 

holiday locations, spending time with family, friends and loved ones. 

AAA estimates 109 million people will be traveling for the holidays. 

At Southwest Florida International Airport, there are currently eleven flights that have been canceled. Those include 

a flight originally scheduled to depart at 9:05 a.m. headed to Atlantic City, one flight scheduled to take off to 

Newark for 10:30 a.m., and another for Cleveland scheduled to leave at 11:40 a.m. have all been canceled. 

For those travelers whose flights have not been canceled, there is good news. There are parking spots currently 

available. Airport officials are suggesting, however, to be dropped off or take a ride share to the airport as to help 

alleviate any traffic build up. 

Meanwhile, at Punta Gorda Airport, one flight has been canceled at this time. An Allegiant Air flight to Grand 

Rapids scheduled for 11:42 a.m. has been canceled. 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/southwest-florida-international-airport-experiencing-handful-of-canceled-flights-due-to-omicron 

https://www.flylcpa.com/flightdata/departures/
https://www.flypgd.com/arrivals/departures/
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/southwest-florida-international-airport-experiencing-handful-of-canceled-flights-due-to-omicron
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PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda 
Airport will receive $4.3 million this 
year from round one of  a fi ve-year 
federal infrastructure bill that passed in 
November.

PGD Chief  Executive Offi  cer James 
Parish will meet in January with 
offi  cials from the Federal Aviation 
Administration to discuss what projects 
Charlotte County’s regional airport 
should undertake, Marketing and 
Communications Director Kaley Miller 
said.

The airport has fi ve years to spend 
the money. More allocations will be 
announced annually in the fi ve-year 
legislation. 

The fi rst year of  funding includes 
$240.5 million for Florida’s 98 commercial 
airports and 78 general aviation airports. 
Nationwide, the bill this year provides 
$2.89 billion to airports. Over fi ve years, 
the program authorized $15 billion 
nationally to airports, which the FAA 
said are about $43.6 billion behind in 
modernization projects.

Other allocations in Southwest Florida:
• Sarasota-Bradenton International

Airport: $4.6 million
• Southwest Florida International

Airport in Fort Myers: $11.4 million
• St. Pete-Clearwater International

Airport: $4.9 million
• Tampa International Airport:

$21.7 million. 
Projects expected with this round of  

funding include a focus on runways, 
taxiways, safety and sustainability proj-
ects, as well as terminal, airport-transit 

PGD to 
receive new 
fed funding

Sarasota airport to get 

$4.6 million in first year

I wish all of  The Daily 
Sun readers who celebrate
Christmas a Merry Christmas.

I hope your
Christmas Day
is fi lled with 
joyful times
with friends and 
family.

It’s been a 
very diffi  cult 
couple of  years
for most, so my 
hope is that this
holiday season
can bring some 
relief  to those 

who are struggling. It’s a good 
time to set aside everything and 
just celebrate the holidays with
loved ones.

For those who may not be
feeling the Christmas spirit, try 
thinking back to the many hol-
idays of  the past. Think of  the 
family traditions you enjoyed in 
the past and the ones that have
endured to this day. Is it the one
gift you opened on Christmas
Eve? Maybe it’s the family meal
that you look forward to every
year. It could be as simple as 
the special ornaments on the 
tree. Maybe even restart one of  

those traditions from your past 
today.

My family has a rather 
unusual family tradition on
Christmas Eve. We celebrate
my birthday. I like my birthday
on Christmas Eve because I
get the opportunity to decide 
what’s for dinner and desserts.
Most people feel bad for people
who have Christmas birthdays,
but my family has always made
it special for me. I know that 
every year the family will be
together to eat yummy foods
while having fun together. 
It’s a guaranteed party 

for every birthday.
Today you could also think

back to the childhood joy you
experienced as a kid. Was it
pretending to sleep in hopes 
of  meeting Santa? Did you run 
downstairs to be the fi rst one
to see all the presents under
the tree? Did you toss aside the 
toys to slide down the stairs in
the boxes the toys came in? I
did. Maybe it was a Christmas
morning breakfast, like eggs 
Benedict.

I remember my sister and 
I waking each other up in the 
middle of  the night only to sit

in front of  our gifts for hours. 
Sometimes we fell back asleep 
as we waited for our parents to
wake up. Finding the appropri-
ate time to wake up our parents
was never easy to calculate
at our young age. My older
brother was usually the last
one in the house to wake up. He
loved his sleep.

Today is a wonderful day 
to call the ones you used to
celebrate the holidays with,
but cannot anymore for
whatever reason. Some of  my

Memories and traditions make the holidays special

GLEN 
NICKERSON

Publisher and
editor of  The 

Daily Sun
SEE GLEN, 3A

SEE FUNDING, 3A
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getting for airports in this first 
year, and only a little less than 
Texas and California.

The Punta Gorda Airport 
is moving forward with 
expansion plans as it seeks 
to accommodate two airlines 
instead of  one and increasing 
traffic to Southwest Florida.

With the large Sunseeker 
resort expected to open in 
2023 just a few miles away, the 
airport has hired consultants 
to conduct an assessment of  
how the airport should expand 
its small main terminal.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

FUNDING
FROM PAGE 1A

connections and roadway 
projects.

Punta Gorda has already 
completed the rebuild of one 
runway and is starting the 
other runway in January with 
previously authorized funding. 
There are plans to add a traffic 
lane into and out of the airport 
to ease congestion.

Airport funding is just one 
part of $1 trillion authorized 
for infrastructure in the the 
bill nicknamed the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Bill.

Florida is getting almost 
twice what New York state is 

home that day. State officials 
took them to a temporary foster 
home, and, Karajman says, 
didn’t allow much contact with 
her.

Although the girls were in 
Karajman’s temporary custody 
as the grandmother, she had 
limited rights.

The courts only became 
involved in allowing grandpar-
ents to have full custody if  they 
can prove it’s in the best interest 
of  the children. Otherwise, 
children in similar situations 
are put into Florida’s foster care 
system and grandparents can 
ask for scheduled visitation or 
eventually adopt the children.

That’s what Karajman did 
with her daughter’s first-born 
child, who is now 13. Karajman 
had custody of  her eldest grand-
daughter since she was 9-months 
old. She later adopted her.

At first, Karajman fought the 
requirements of  a psychiatric 
evaluation, more home studies, 
photographs of  her home 
and what she was serving 
Thanksgiving dinner — along 
with backgrounds of  her guests 
planning to attend the dinner.

But once she realized fol-
lowing the state’s numerous 

orders would help bring the kids 
home for just the Thanksgiving 
holiday, it was all worth it. The 
girls didn’t want to leave the 
home they grew up in or their 
grandmother who raised them.

“I had over 26 people who 
tried to help, but there were so 
many obstacles for months,” she 
said. “It was horrible, because 
they kept sending the girls from 
place to place. They didn’t have a 
steady home with in one school 
with their friends. They were 
always on the move once they 
were in the system.”

After a couple regular visits, 
another home study, new 
fingerprinting, a formal Zoom 
multi-disciplinary meeting with 
DCF, the Safe Children Coalition 
and others, and income verifica-
tion, the state delivered the girls 
to Karajman’s home.

It happened just before 
Christmas.

“We love mama’s cooking,” 
Kiley, 9, said Thursday at her 
grandmother’s home in Venice. 
“I missed having her delicious, 
mouth-watering, eye-popping, 
jaw-dropping food. She makes 
good palacsinta (Hungarian 
crepes), goulash and wiener 
schnitzel. It’s all really good.”

Despite being away, both girls 
earned citizenship awards, and 
Aryana made her the A honor 
roll at their temporary school 
this past year.

Karajman celebrated by bak-
ing with her granddaughters. 
They baked Hungarian cookies. 
The girls created handmade 
ornaments.

They even spent a couple days 
amused by the mischievous Elfy 
the Elf  on the Shelf  who keeps 
messing with the Christmas 
tree, and is spotted in the 
kitchen and living room.

“I felt like my girls were 
kidnapped, and now they are 
back. God took care of  us,” 
she said. “Thank God the girls 
have my blood in them. They 
will overcome this horror what 
they been through. They have 
a bedroom. They are ready 
to go back to Taylor Ranch 
Elementary, where they’ve gone 
since pre-kindergarten.

“I’m very happy we are going 
to spend Christmas with our 
family,” Aryana, 8, said. “We 
already made a gingerbread 
house manger and I ate the head 
off of  one of  the Wise Men. But 
I left baby Jesus alone. He’s safe 
at home in the manger, just like 
us.”

Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com
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By DAVID MCHUGH  
and TALI ARBEL

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Airlines can-
celed hundreds of  flights as 
the omicron variant jumbled 
schedules and drew down 
staffing levels at some carriers 
during the busy holiday travel 
season.

Delta Air Lines and United 
Airlines said they canceled 
flights because of  staff 
shortages tied to the omicron 
variant. Delta canceled 145 
flights on Friday and 111 for 
Christmas Day, according to 
FlightAware. (Other factors, 
such as weather, are also 
causing cancellations.) United 
called off 175 flights on Friday 
and 69 on Saturday.

Not all airlines said COVID 
was disrupting their travel 
schedules. American Airlines 
said it had “nothing to report,” 
while Southwest Airlines said 
“things are running smooth-
ly.” JetBlue did not respond to 
a request for comment.

Flight delays and cancella-
tions tied to staffing shortages 
have been a regular problem 
for the U.S. airline industry 
this year. Airlines encouraged 
workers to quit in 2020, when 
air travel collapsed, and were 
caught short-staffed this year 
as travel recovered.

“The nationwide spike in 
omicron cases this week has 
had a direct impact on our 
flight crews and the people 
who run our operation,” 
United said in a statement. 
“As a result, we’ve unfortu-
nately had to cancel some 
flights and are notifying 
impacted customers in 
advance of  them coming to the 
airport.”

Delta said it canceled flights 
Friday because of  the impact 
of  omicron and possibility 
of  bad weather after it had 

“exhausted all options and re-
sources — including rerouting 
and substitutions of  aircraft 
and crews to cover scheduled 
flying.”

The airlines both said 
they were trying to rebook 
passengers.

While some travelers 
canceled holiday plans 
because of  rising case num-
bers, many others kept to 
their vacations during some 
of  the year’s busiest travel 
days. The Transportation 
Security Administration said 
it expects to screen nearly 
30 million people from Dec. 20 
through Jan. 3, compared with 
nearly 44 million during the 
last holiday season before the 
pandemic.

Germany-based Lufthansa 
said Friday that it was 
canceling a dozen long-haul 
transatlantic flights over the 
Christmas holiday period 

because of  a “massive rise” 
in sick leave among pilots. 
The cancellations on flights 
to Houston, Boston and 
Washington come despite a 
“large buffer” of  additional 
staff for the period. The airline 
says it couldn’t speculate 
on whether COVID-19 infec-
tions or quarantines were 
responsible because it was 
not informed about the sort 
of  illness. Passengers were 
booked on other flights.

According to FlightAware, 
there are nearly 3,400 can-
celed flights on Friday and 
Saturday, with at least half  of  
the cancellations by Chinese 
airlines. About 20% of  affected 
flights — 745 — were to, 
from or within the U.S. This 
is a small fraction of  global 
flights. FlightAware says it 
has tracked more than 120,000 
arrivals in the past 24 hours.

Coronavirus infections 

fueled by the new variant 
have also squeezed staffing 
at hospitals, police depart-
ments, supermarkets and 
other critical operations that 
have struggled to maintain a 
full contingent of  front-line 
workers.

To ease staffing shortages, 
countries including Spain 
and the U.K. have reduced the 
length of  COVID-19 quaran-
tines by letting people return 
to work sooner after testing 
positive or being exposed to 
the virus.

Delta CEO Ed Bastian was 
among those who have called 
on the Biden administration 
to take similar steps or risk 
further disruptions in air 
travel. On Thursday, the U.S. 
shortened COVID-19 isolation 
rules for health care workers 
only.

Airlines cancel flights due 
to COVID staffing shortages

Delta Air Lines, 
United Airlines 

experience 
cancellations

AP PHOTO/CHARLES KRUPA

Travelers wait in line to check in for flights Tuesday at Logan Airport, in Boston. At least three 
major airlines say they have canceled dozens of flights, Friday, because illnesses largely tied 
to the omicron variant of COVID-19 have taken a toll on flight crew numbers during the busy 
holiday travel season.

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — A 
security officer leapt over 
conveyor belt rollers and 
saved a 2-month-old boy who 
stopped breathing at a security 
checkpoint at Newark Liberty 
International Airport in New 
Jersey, newly released video 

shows.
The footage, 

released 
Thursday 
by the U.S. 
Transportation 
Security 
Administration, 
shows TSA officer 
Cecilia Morales
springing into 

action to resuscitate the child 
Dec. 9 after his mother picked 
him up from a car carrier and 
noticed he wasn’t breathing.

Morales, an EMT who has 
been a TSA officer for about 
two months, told the agency she 
performed the infant version of  
the Heimlich maneuver, placing 
the baby face down on her arm 
and patting him on the back to 
get him breathing again.

It was the first time she had 
performed the technique on 
an infant, she said. A pediatric 
EMT arrived a short time later 
to give the baby oxygen. A TSA 
spokesperson said the agency 
didn’t know what caused the 
baby to stop breathing.

“I saw the video afterward,” 
Morales said. “It was the first 
time I’ve ever seen myself  in 
action, saving a life. It was mind-
blowing to watch. I felt that my 
training and experience just 
took over.”

“Two months on the job and 
she’s literally a life-saver,” 
Thomas Carter, the TSA’s 
Federal Security Director for 
New Jersey said in a statement. 
“Officer Morales’s quick 
reaction and actions helped 
ensure that this family will have 
a happy holiday season. Her 
actions were inspiring.”

TSA officer 
saves infant 
who stopped 

breathing

MORALES



 

Charlotte County, Fla. (WWSB) - Two Allegiant Airplanes collided Monday morning at Punta Gorda 

International Airport causing a flight to be canceled. No injuries were reported. Here is a statement from 

Allegiant Airlines: 

 

“This morning as flight 1687, bound for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, pushed back from the gate at 

Punta Gorda Airport, the plane’s wingtip struck the auxiliary power unit on the wing of an empty plane 

parked nearby. There were no injuries. Passengers deplaned, returned to the terminal and the flight was 

canceled. Customers will have the option to receive a full refund or be reaccommodated on another flight. 

We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans. We’ve issued 

additional compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, as well as $150 

vouchers that can be used for future travel.” 

 
https://www.mysuncoast.com/2021/12/27/2-planes-collide-punta-gorda-international-airport/ 

 

https://www.mysuncoast.com/2021/12/27/2-planes-collide-punta-gorda-international-airport/


 

 

 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Two planes collide on the ramp near the gate at Punta Gorda Airport on 

Monday.  Allegiant flight 1687 bound for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport wingtip struck an empty 

plane parked nearby. No one was hurt. Passengers deplaned and returned to the terminal. 

“Customers will have the option to receive a full refund or be re-accommodated on another flight. We’re 

very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans. We’ve issued additional 

compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, as well as $150 vouchers 

that can be used for future travel.” 

 

Allegiant Media Relations 
 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/flight-canceled-after-a-plane-backs-into-another-one-at-punta-gorda-airport 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/flight-canceled-after-a-plane-backs-into-another-one-at-punta-gorda-airport
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Two Allegiant planes collided Monday morning, causing minor damage and canceling multiple flights. 

Allegiant flight 1687 bound for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, pushed back from the gate at Punta 

Gorda Airport, the plane’s wingtip struck the auxiliary power unit on the wing of an empty plane parked 

nearby. The flight was supposed to leave at 6 a.m., but now it is canceled and passengers on board are 

stuck figuring out another way to get home. 

A person on the plane said he felt a big thump, and then the pilot told them their wing had collided with 

another plane. 

“There was a big bump. And I thought we were running over, you know, an uneven pavement on the 

runway, nothing major. And then the pilot came on and said that this is a once in a career experience. I 

need to let you know, we have collided with another plane,” said Scott Miller. 

Miller came to Punta Gorda to visit his parents for the holidays. He was heading back to Springfield, 

Illinois when this happened. 

“I was just so happy to be able to get on a flight to go home. There have been so many cancellations lately 

due to staffing shortages due to COVID and the lack of workforce that I was just happy to be on a plane 

to get home, and then two planes collide,” said Miller. 

According to Allegiant, the wing clipped the auxiliary power unit of the second plane.  WINK News saw 

firefighters remove the wing tip from the plane on the scene.  Both flights have been grounded until 

further notice. Passengers on them had to rebook their flights. 

Port Authority said a few cancellations to and from Niagara falls, Cleveland and Kansas City also 

happened as a result. 

“The line was so long that I wasn’t even going to deal with it. Because I knew the longer you wait, the 

farther out you’re going to get booked. So I just purchased the one on my phone, and they ended up 

reimbursing me for today’s flight. Nobody was really upset, at least not verbally that I saw. We just knew 

this was 2021 in its finest.” 



The FAA is now investigating the incident. Passengers on Miller’s plane got a $150 credit for the flight 

and an additional $250 check for the inconvenience. Miller said the most inconvenient part is that flights 

to Springfield only happen Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, so he is stuck here for another two days. 

https://www.winknews.com/2021/12/27/2-planes-collide-on-punta-gorda-airport-tarmac-causing-minor-damage-flight-canceled/ 

 

 

https://www.winknews.com/2021/12/27/2-planes-collide-on-punta-gorda-airport-tarmac-causing-minor-damage-flight-canceled/


 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — An Allegiant flight collided with an empty plane on Monday morning before 

taking off in Punta Gorda, canceling one flight. 

Allegiant flight 1687 bound for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport sliced a hole in an empty plane parked 

nearby while backing up from the gate at Punta Gorda Airport. 

No injuries were reported. Passengers deplaned, returned to the terminal, and the flight was canceled. 

“Customers will have the option to receive a full refund or be reaccommodated to another flight. We’re 

very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans. We’ve issued additional 

compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, as well as $150 vouchers 

that can be used for future travel,” according to a statement from Allegiant Media Relations. 

https://abc-7.com/news/2021/12/27/plane-collide-at-punta-gorda-airport/ 

 

https://abc-7.com/news/2021/12/27/plane-collide-at-punta-gorda-airport/


 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Two Allegiant airplanes collided Monday morning before taking off in Punta 

Gorda, canceling one flight. 

Allegiant flight 1687 bound for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport sliced a hole in an empty plane parked 

nearby while backing up from the gate at Punta Gorda Airport. 

No injuries were reported. Passengers deplaned, returned to the terminal, and the flight was canceled. 

 

“Customers will have the option to receive a full refund or be reaccommodated to another flight. We’re 

very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans. We’ve issued additional 

compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, as well as $150 vouchers 

that can be used for future travel,” according to a statement from Allegiant Media Relations. 

https://nbc-2.com/news/2021/12/27/two-planes-collide-at-punta-gorda-airport/ 

 

 

https://nbc-2.com/news/2021/12/27/two-planes-collide-at-punta-gorda-airport/
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Dec. 4—Allegiant Air is launching a partnership with a Mexico-based airline, a move that could have 

international travel implications for Southwest Florida.  

Las Vegas-based Allegiant said this week that it will enter a commercial alliance agreement with 

VivaAerobus, a low-cost airline that currently provides service throughout Mexico.  

The idea is to expand low-cost leisure travel between the U.S. and Mexico, and to create new transborder, 

nonstop routes where only connecting service is currently available.  

"This groundbreaking alliance should reduce fares, stimulate traffic and ultimately link many new 

transborder cities with nonstop service," Allegiant Chairman and CEO Maurice J. Gallagher, Jr., said in a 

statement. "In short, it will bring meaningful (ultra low-cost carrier) competition to the U.S.- Mexico 

market for the first time in history."  

As part of the agreement, Allegiant will invest $50 million in VivaAerobus, and Gallagher will join the 

company's board of directors. If the alliance is approved by U.S. and Mexican regulatory bodies, service 

to places like Puerto Vallarta, Cancun and Los Cabos could start as early as 2023, according to a press 

release.  

The announcement could have huge implications for U.S.- Mexico travel from Southwest Florida. It will 

not, however, impact the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, which has been Allegiant's busiest 

airport during the pandemic.  

" The Charlotte County Airport Authority has no plans at this time to make PGD an international airport," 

spokeswoman Kaley Miller said.  

And while it's not immediately clear what the impact will be on Sarasota Bradenton International Airport, 

the airlines said the alliance will allow VivaAerobus to add routes to areas where Allegiant has a 

significant presence, including Florida and Las Vegas.  

More than 250 potential new route opportunities have already been identified, the airlines said.  

With 28 routes, Allegiant is the largest carrier at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. It's also the 

largest carrier at Punta Gorda Airport.  

Juan Carlos Zuazua, CEO of Viva Aerobus, said that the U.S.- Mexico market is currently the largest 

international air travel market in the world.  

Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21249022/allegiant-air-partnering-with-mexicobased-airline?utm_source=AIRB%20E-

Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211206004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H

998%203123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21249022/allegiant-air-partnering-with-mexicobased-airline?utm_source=AIRB%20E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211206004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H998%203123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21249022/allegiant-air-partnering-with-mexicobased-airline?utm_source=AIRB%20E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211206004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H998%203123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21249022/allegiant-air-partnering-with-mexicobased-airline?utm_source=AIRB%20E-Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211206004&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483H998%203123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W


Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport's newest carrier, Allegiant Air, is adding a new nonstop route to eastern 
Tennessee ahead of spring break. 

Allegiant flights between MSP and McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS) in Knoxville, Tenn. are set to start running 
March 9, the Las Vegas-based discount airline announced Tuesday as part of a nine-route expansion across its 
growing network. 

Allegiant launched at MSP in October, with nonstop routes to Asheville Regional Airport in North Carolina and 
Punta Gorda Airport, Palm Beach International Airport and Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport, all in Florida. It 
added another nonstop route between MSP and Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport in Arizona at the end of November. 

As it currently stands, Allegiant will be the only carrier at MSP offering a nonstop route to TYS in the spring. 

Delta Air Lines flew a year-round direct flight between MSP and TYS before the pandemic. That route was paused 
and then brought back over the summer. It's not currently running, but is expected to restart in June, according to an 
MSP airport official. 

Allegiant is the 18th carrier operating at MSP. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/12/07/allegiant-air-new-route-msp-knoxville.html 

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/12/07/allegiant-air-new-route-msp-knoxville.html
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. (Tribune News Service) — For the second time in three years, runway improvements at 

Punta Gorda Airport will force the postponement of the Florida International Air Show for 2022. But when the air 

show returns in November 2023, it will include the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds as a headlining attraction. 

 

The Thunderbirds announced their 2023 air show schedule at the International Council of Air Shows annual 

convention, which was hosted Dec. 6-9 in Las Vegas. 

Both the Thunderbirds and the U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Team, the Blue Angels, typically release their 

scheduled two years in advance, at that annual convention. 

Currently the Thunderbirds are scheduled to appear at the Florida International Air Show on Nov. 4-5, 2023, in what 

will technically be the 40th air show hosted at the airport since it first started in 1982 — though the show this 

October was billed as the 40th anniversary show. 

“Major jet teams tell you when they’re coming,” air show spokesman Steve Lineberry said Monday. “We’re excited 

because of the entire air show season for the Thunderbirds, we are the next to the last air show from around the 

country.” 

The Thunderbirds’ final air show is traditionally their homecoming show at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada, set for 

Nov. 11, 2023. 

The demonstration team is scheduled to perform four times in Florida skies that year, including April 1-2 in 

Homestead; April 22-23 in Cocoa Beach and Oct. 28-29 in Sanford. 

The Thunderbirds will only perform three times in Florida in 2022 — April 9-10 in Lakeland, April 30-May 1 in 

Fort Lauderdale and Oct. 29-30 in Sanford. 



The Thunderbirds last appeared at the Florida International Air Show in 2019. 

The 2020 show was postponed because of runway work at the airport, then a planned “Wings Over Charlotte” 

performance was canceled partly because of COVID-19 concerns. 

Lineberry noted that going into show season this fall, air show officials already planned to take 2022 off because of 

the runway work. 

Once named one of the “Ten Best Air Shows in the World,” by USA Today, the Florida International Air Show has 

raised almost $5 million for area charities and nonprofits since its inception in 1982. 

Though the Blue Angels served as the headliner for the initial air show in 1982, they have not appeared at Punta 

Gorda Airport since 2012 — when the air show was still hosted in March. 

Lineberry said scheduling requirements with the Navy have ruled out requests from the Florida International Air 

Show for that demonstration team, since the show moved from spring to fall in 2016. 

The show had been a staple in the spring but it went on hiatus in 2015 because of mounting costs during peak 

season, then returned as a fall attraction. 

The all-volunteer air show board will spend the time prior to the 2023 show securing sponsors, as well as signing 

other acts. 

That can happen within weeks of the performance date. 

Lineberry cited the appearance of the C-17 Globemaster at the 2021 show as one example. 

The transport team, which took part in the evacuation of Afghanistan, only came available about six weeks before 

the show and was one of two featured acts, along with the U.S. Air Force F-16 Viper Demo Team from Shaw Air 

Force Base in South Carolina. 

https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2021-12-14/air-force-thunderbirds-florida-international-air-show-2023-3968862.html 

 

https://www.stripes.com/branches/air_force/2021-12-14/air-force-thunderbirds-florida-international-air-show-2023-3968862.html


PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The wingtip of a plane loaded with passengers clipped the auxiliary power unit 

of a parked empty aircraft nearby as it pushed back from the gate at a small Florida airport Monday. 

Both planes at Punta Gorda Airport are owned by Allegiant Air, according to a statement from the airline, 

which said there were no injuries. 

The 136 passengers and six crew members of the Springfield, Illinois-bound plane had to disembark, and 

the flight was canceled. 

Passengers had the option of getting on another flight or receiving a full refund. They also were given 

$250 per itinerary, as well as $150 vouchers, Allegiant said in the statement. 

“We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans," the statement said. 

https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/plane-clips-aircraft-bound-for-springfield/article_3c71d7f7-1254-5545-a9d8-

0123d2f86a07.html

https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/plane-clips-aircraft-bound-for-springfield/article_3c71d7f7-1254-5545-a9d8-0123d2f86a07.htmlChristopher
https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/plane-clips-aircraft-bound-for-springfield/article_3c71d7f7-1254-5545-a9d8-0123d2f86a07.htmlChristopher
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. - The Federal Administration Aviation is investigating an incident after an 

Allegiant plane struck another plane while on the tarmac at Punta Gorda Airport in Florida Monday at 

6:40 a.m. local time.  

 

According to the company, Allegiant Airlines Flight 1687 was getting ready to take off to Abraham 

Lincoln Capital Airport in Springfield, Illinois. When the pilot pushed back from the gate, the plane’s 

wingtip struck the auxiliary power unit on the wing of an empty plane parked nearby. 

 

No injuries were reported. 

 

A spokesperson with the airline said the flight was canceled and passengers exited the plane and returned 

to the terminal. The spokesperson said passengers will have the option of receiving a full refund or being 

booked on another flight.  

 

"We’ve issued additional compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, 

as well as $150 vouchers that can be used for future travel," the company said in a statement to FOX 

Television Stations.  

 

"We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans," according to the 

statement. 

 

The incident comes as cancellations and delays bombard the industry, mainly due to staff shortages 

because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 



At least 2,400 flights were canceled around the world on Monday, including about 880 flights in the U.S., 

as the nation’s travel woes extended into the post-Christmas workweek amid the rapid spread of the 

omicron variant. 

Delta, United and JetBlue had all said Friday that the omicron variant was causing staffing problems 

leading to flight cancellations. United spokesperson Maddie King said staffing shortages were still 

causing cancellations and it was unclear when normal operations would return. 

 

To ease staffing shortages, countries including Spain and the U.K. have reduced the length of COVID-19 

quarantines by letting people return to work sooner after testing positive or being exposed to the virus. 

 

Delta CEO Ed Bastian was among those who have called on the Biden administration to take similar steps 

or risk further disruptions in air travel. On Thursday, the U.S. shortened COVID-19 isolation rules for 

health care workers only. 

 

Kelly Hayes and the Associated Press contributed to this report. This story was reported from Los 

Angeles.  

 
https://www.fox5ny.com/news/allegiant-planes-collide-on-tarmac-at-punta-gorda-airport-no-injures-reported 

 

https://www.fox9.com/news/airlines-cancel-delay-thousands-more-flights-due-to-omicron-staff-shortages
https://www.fox5ny.com/news/allegiant-planes-collide-on-tarmac-at-punta-gorda-airport-no-injures-reported


 

 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — One more flight out of the Tampa Bay area was canceled Monday morning, but 

this time it wasn't because of a COVID outbreak. 

 

Two Allegiant planes collided on the tarmac Monday morning at Punta Gorda International Airport. No 

injuries were reported. 

 

As flight 1687, which was bound for Springfield, Ill., pushed back from the gate, the plane's wingtip hit 

the auxiliary power unit on the wing of an empty plane parked nearby, according to the airline. 

After the flight was canceled, passengers deplaned and were given the option to receive a full refund or 

accommodations for another flight. 

 

"We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans. We’ve issued 

additional compensation of $250 per itinerary through a secure electronic transfer portal, as well as $150 

vouchers that can be used for future travel," Allegiant said in a statement. 

 
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/sarasotacounty/planes-collide-punta-gorda-airport/67-4c7fb0c5-6b66-488e-96e0-0bdc0c8bd664 

 

https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/sarasotacounty/planes-collide-punta-gorda-airport/67-4c7fb0c5-6b66-488e-96e0-0bdc0c8bd664


 
 

The wingtip of a plane loaded with passengers clipped the auxiliary power unit of a parked empty aircraft 

nearby as it pushed back from the gate at a small Florida airport. Both planes at Punta Gorda Airport are 

owned by Allegiant Air, which said there were no injuries as the result of Monday's accident. The 136 

passengers and six crew members of the Springfield, Illinois-bound plane had to disembark, and the flight 

was canceled. Allegiant said in a statement that passengers had the option of getting on another flight or 

receiving a full refund. They also were given $250 per itinerary, as well as $150 vouchers. 

by Associated Press 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. (AP) — The wingtip of a plane loaded with passengers clipped the auxiliary 

power unit of a parked empty aircraft nearby as it pushed back from the gate at a small Florida airport 

Monday. 

 

Both planes at Punta Gorda Airport are owned by Allegiant Air, according to a statement from the airline, 

which said there were no injuries. 

The 136 passengers and six crew members of the Springfield, Illinois-bound plane had to disembark, and 

the flight was canceled. 

Passengers had the option of getting on another flight or receiving a full refund. They also were given 

$250 per itinerary, as well as $150 vouchers, Allegiant said in the statement. 

“We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans," the statement said. 

https://thepublicsradio.org/article/plane-clips-other-aircraft-at-florida-airport-no-injuries 

 

 

https://thepublicsradio.org/article/plane-clips-other-aircraft-at-florida-airport-no-injuries
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2021 was a big year for Sun Country. After fully realizing its ultra-low-cost transformation and signing a deal with 

Amazon pre-crisis, the recovery allowed Sun Country to push full speed ahead with an initial public offering (IPO) 

and grow its fleet, thus allowing it to grow its network and add or announce a whopping 27 new airports. Simple 

Flying spoke with Grant Whitney, Sun Country’s Chief Revenue Officer, to learn more about what propelled this 

growth. 

1. Buffalo Niagara International Airport (BUF) in New York

2. Burlington International Airport (BTV) in Vermont

3. Charleston International Airport (CHS) in South Carolina

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Seven new destinations were announced for 2022: 

Sun Country’s big year of growth 

Sun Country Airlines announced 27 new airports in 2021: 

Bradley International Airport (BDL) in Hartford, Connecticut

John Wayne Airport (SNA) in Orange County, California

George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) in Houston, Texas 
Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU) in North Carolina 
Glacier Park International Airport (FCA) in Kalispell, Montana 
Fairbanks International Airport (FAI) in Alaska

Jackson Hole Airport (JAC) in Wyoming

Indianapolis International Airport (IND) in Indiana

Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG) in Kentucky 
Duluth International Airport (DLH) in Minnesota

Owen Roberts International Airport (GCM) in Grand Cayman

Green Bay Austin Straubel International Airport (GRB) in Wisconsin 
Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport (MKE) in Wisconsin 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) in Arizona

Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) in Arizona

Rochester International Airport (RST) in Minnesota

St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) in Florida 
Providenciales International Airport (PLS) in Turks and Caicos 
Asheville Regional Airport (AVL) in North Carolina

Palm Beach International Airport (PBI) in Florida
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4. Jacksonville International Airport (JAX) in Florida

5. Pittsburgh International Airport (PIT) in Pennsylvania

6. Spokane International Airport (GEG) in Washington

7. Vancouver International Airport (YVR) in Canada

Note that this is just a sampling of the various destinations Sun Country Airlines has 

added, and it is not representative of the overall new routes the airline launched in 

2021 or has planned in 2022. 

An inside look at the airline’s growth 

Mr. Whitney stated the following on the airline’s growth in early 2021: 

“We have a really good first quarter seasonality up here, especially north-south taking folks from colder northern climates 

to warmer southern climates, and so we really saw a lot of the demand that was principally at that point going to Florida. 

What we really wanted to do is build the network up here in Minnesota in the Twin Cities, where we sort of are the leisure 

carrier of choice. For us, it was really important just to get out in front of it and make sure that we’re continuing to build 

the network, get that out into the local market. We have really strong direct connections, communications with our 

customer base.” 

In January, as the airline industry was preparing for a recovery boosted 

by the spread of vaccinations, Sun Country got ahead of the game and 

announced the first nine of the 20 new airports it would add in 2021. 

Those initial additions were focused around summer travel, mainly to top 

leisure destinations like Glacier Park, Jackson Hole, and Fairbanks, 

among others. 

Outdoor leisure destinations have outperformed others throughout the 

crisis. Sun Country was not alone in adding new capacity to those 

destinations, but it had a strong foundation. 

The Minnesota customer base is something that few airlines have gone after in earnest. Delta Air Lines has a hub in 

Minneapolis, and while it has made some moves to shore up against Sun Country, the overall might of Minneapolis 

is its focus as a connecting hub 

A key focus was flexibility 

While Sun Country was early in announcing significant growth, it had an eye on staying flexible. As Mr. Whitney 

explained, the airline knew that people were more comfortable booking closer to departure than before and that 

visibility on performance would only come later in comparison to pre-crisis operations: 

“If the times changed, nobody’s going to hold it against you. If you say, “Hey, when we 

planned to do this, we forecast a certain reality in the future, that reality has changed. So 

we’re gonna have to change it.” So I think we felt like we had a strong enough direct 

communication line with our customers that it was the right thing to get us out there and 

show people we were building the network. We saw the leisure demand being pretty 

strong,, specifically in areas where seasonally the demand is typical – the west coast of 

Florida last winter was still very strong with all the news out there. We felt really good 

about the markets we put out into our network, and we’ve proven that all of them worked 

and met expectations.”  

https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-expansion/
https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-expansion/
https://simpleflying.com/delta-minneapolis-sun-country/
https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-april-2021-expansion/


Sun Country has the luxury of being more nimble than some other airlines. It is much smaller than the likes of a 

carrier like Delta, and it has a much closer relationship and stake with the local community in Minneapolis. Another 

thing going for it is the overall model Sun Country operates. 

Sun Country operates on a low-frequency, peak-day model. While it added 20 new cities, most only received service 

a few days a week, focused around peak leisure traveler days. This 

helps mitigate some of the risks for the airline to fill seats on the plane 

while also allowing it to be able to tailor its capacity and network to 

meet demand. 

In the end, Sun Country ended up with a very successful 2021 

schedule. Demand started to pick up from March, and it became clear 

that summer 2021 would be a much better season for travel than 

summer 2020. Leisure travel was one of the first to rebound and 

started to come back during summer 2020, particularly to outdoor 

leisure destinations. That success gave the airline confidence to 

continue to expand throughout the rest of the year and into summer 

2022. 

One of the key takeaways from 2021 is that Sun Country has an exceptionally strong bond with the local 
community, allowing it to be more flexible than other airlines. Based in Minneapolis, Sun Country has made its 
Minnesota-origination customer its key focus, and its growing schedules and network has made it clear that it is 
continuing to work and offer the most utility to these traveler. 

https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-2021-growth/ 

https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-summer-2022-expansion/
https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-summer-2022-expansion/
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https://simpleflying.com/sun-country-2021-growth/


 

 
 

 

 

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The wingtip of a plane loaded with passengers clipped the auxiliary power unit 

of a parked empty aircraft nearby as it pushed back from the gate at a small Florida airport Monday. 

 

Both planes at Punta Gorda Airport are owned by Allegiant Air, according to a statement from the airline, 

which said there were no injuries. 

 

The 136 passengers and six crew members of the Springfield, Illinois-bound plane had to disembark, and 

the flight was canceled. 

 

Passengers had the option of getting on another flight or receiving a full refund. They also were given 

$250 per itinerary, as well as $150 vouchers, Allegiant said in the statement. 

 

“We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans,” the statement said. 

 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/plane-clips-other-aircraft-at-florida-airport-no-injuries/2021/12/27/e254ccfa-675b-11ec-9390-

eae241f4c8b1_story.html 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/plane-clips-other-aircraft-at-florida-airport-no-injuries/2021/12/27/e254ccfa-675b-11ec-9390-eae241f4c8b1_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/plane-clips-other-aircraft-at-florida-airport-no-injuries/2021/12/27/e254ccfa-675b-11ec-9390-eae241f4c8b1_story.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEAR FORT MYERS, Fla. (WSVN) — A passenger on board a Florida plane shared the heart-stopping 

moment when the aircraft struck the wingtip of a parked plane. 

Scott Miller said he was heading back to Springfield, Illinois on Monday on an Allegiant flight out of 

Punta Gorda Airport near Fort Myers when he felt a big bump. 

“Then the pilot came on and said that this is a once-in-a-career experience, ‘I need to let you know we 

have collided with another plane,'” he said. 

Miller said the aircraft’s wingtip had collided with the wing of a parked, empty plane. The Allegiant jet 

was backing up and taxiing to take off when it happened. 

“One passenger had a clear view of where the accident happened. Everybody on the plane was passing 

their cellphones up to this one woman so she could take a picture of the accident and then send the phone 

back to the passenger,” said Miller, “so they could then text it to their family members to say, ‘Here’s 

what we’re dealing with, be in touch soon.'” 

Miller’s flight was canceled and so were several others to and from Niagara Falls, Cleveland and Kansas 

City. 

“Before we were even off the plane, I was on the Allegiant app, booking Wednesday’s flight, to be able to 

get out,” said Miller, “because I knew if I was to go stand in the ticket line with everybody else, I 

wouldn’t have gotten out till Friday.” 



Seven hours after the plane was originally set to take off, the fire department come to cut off the tip of the 

wing that hit the second plane. 

“It’s some holiday inconvenience, and now you’re bumping up against New Year’s,” said Miller. “I 

mean, I’m just glad I found a flight.” 

Both planes sustained minor damage. 

Passengeers on board the Allegiant flight were given a credit and a $250 check. 

The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating the crash. 

Copyright 2021 Sunbeam Television Corp. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The wingtip of a plane loaded with passengers clipped the auxiliary power unit 

of a parked empty aircraft nearby as it pushed back from the gate at a small Florida airport Monday. 

Both planes at Punta Gorda Airport are owned by Allegiant Air, according to a statement from the airline, 

which said there were no injuries. 

The 136 passengers and six crew members of the Springfield, Illinois-bound plane had to disembark, and 

the flight was canceled. 

Passengers had the option of getting on another flight or receiving a full refund. They also were given 

$250 per itinerary, as well as $150 vouchers, Allegiant said in the statement. 

“We’re very sorry for the disruption this has caused to our customers’ travel plans," the statement said. 

https://www.sj-r.com/story/news/2021/12/28/allegiant-plane-bound-springfield-clips-other-aircraft-florida/9037226002/ 

 

https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://www.sj-r.com/story/news/2021/12/28/allegiant-plane-bound-springfield-clips-other-aircraft-florida/9037226002/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Punta Gorda 

 

On Monday morning, two Allegiant flights collided, causing minor damage to the plane and canceling the 

flight. 

 

Allegiant Air flight 1687 to Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport was pushed back from the gate at Punta 

Gorda Airport, where the tip of the plane collided with an auxiliary power unit on the wing of an empty 

plane parked nearby. 

 

I wasn’t injured. Passengers got off the plane, returned to the terminal, and the flight was cancelled. 

 

According to a statement from Allegiant Media Relations, “Customers have the option of receiving a full 

refund or recontaining on another flight. We apologize for any inconvenience caused to your travel plans. 

Safe Electronic Through the remittance portal, we issued an additional $ 250 per itinerary and a $ 150 

voucher for future trips. “ 

 

Scott Miller was a passenger in flight and took a picture of the damage. 

https://floridanewstimes.com/two-planes-collided-with-the-tarmac-at-punta-gorda-airport-causing-minor-damage-and-the-flight-was-

cancelled/399442/ 

December 29th, 2021 
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