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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — With a big 
thumbs up, 98-year-old World War 
II veteran John Allen was back in 
the air Sunday, flying over Charlotte 
Harbor and surrounding areas.

Allen, of  Englewood, served in the 
U.S. Air Force as a crew member on 
a B-24 bomber and part of  15th Air 
Force, which was deployed to the 
European Theater of  the Second 
World War.

Along with pilot Andrew Lohmar, 
Allen took off from Punta Gorda 
Airport on Sunday, flying in the front 
cockpit of  a yellow Boeing Stearman 
biplane.

WWII veteran takes a 

Dream Flight

Vet, 98, flew on B-24 

bombers as part  

of 15th Air Force

SUN PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY

John Allen, a 98-year-old World War II veteran, gives a thumbs up before his Dream Flight in a Boeing Stearman at 
the Punta Gorda Airport.

Dream Flight pilot Andrew Lohmar and WWII veteran John Allen 
completed their recent flight over Punta Gorda and Charlotte Harbor. SEE FLIGHT, 4C
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“I love the open air-
planes,” Allen said. “They 
don’t go very fast — maybe 
120 mph — and it’s a nice 
deal.”

The Boeing Stearman 
is the same aircraft used 
to train many military 
aviators in the late 1930s 
and early 1940s.

Allen’s flight was set up 
through the Dream Flights 
program, a nonprofit 
organization established 
and dedicated to honoring 
seniors and military 
veterans.

“It was real pleasant,” he 
said. “The pilot was good. 
He would roll one way 
and then he would roll the 
other way a little bit. It’s a 
quiet plane and a nice-rid-
ing plane.” 

Allen said he thought 
about taking over the 
controls but, ultimately, 
decided otherwise.

“There was no joystick 
(in the front) and after I 
got seated they said, ‘Don’t 
touch this (and) don’t 
touch that,’” he said.

Among the instruments 
Allen was told not to touch 
were the throttle and the 
foot pedals.

“So, I didn’t touch 
them,” he said laughing.

Allen said he didn’t have 
any real concerns going up 
in the biplane.

“I’ve been in planes 
where there were con-
cerns,” he said. “Sunday 
was a nice flight and the 
pilot knew what he was 
doing.

“We made a big circle, 
basically, around Port 
Charlotte, Charlotte 
Harbor and Boca Grande; 
it was very nice.”

Allen is originally from 
Brooklyn, New York.

After the war, he 
returned to Brooklyn 
and began a career with 
the railroad, retiring 30 
years ago and moving to 
Englewood.

Allen’s Dream Flight 
was set up through his 
friend and neighbor, Holly 
Giblin.

“My neighbor read about 
it some place and she 
knows that I was retired 
from the Air Force,” Allen 
said. “And she thought it 
would be a nice thing to go 
down and take a ride.”

When asked about being 
able to set up the Dream 
Flight for Allen, Giblin 
simply said, “It was a 
privilege.”

FLIGHT
FROM PAGE 1C

SUN PHOTOS BY STEVE LINEBERRY

John Allen, a 98-year-old World War II veteran from Englewood, enters the front cockpit of the Boeing Stearman with the guidance of 
Dream Flight pilot Andrew Lohmar.

John Allen signs the tail of the Boeing Stearman. 
Dozens of veterans who have taken the Dream Flight 
have signed their names on the plane’s tail.

World War II veteran John Allen and Dream Flight pilot Andrew Lohmar 
prepare for takeoff at the Punta Gorda Airport.

John Allen looks over the controls on his return from his Dream Flight. Allen 
served in the U.S. Air Force as a crew member on a B-24 bomber, 15th Air 
Force, and flew 50 sorties during WWII.

The Dream Flights program
The Dream Flights program is a nonprofit organization 

established and dedicated to honoring seniors and 

military veterans.

The organization provides flights with the help of 

donors, community support and volunteers.

Dream Flight passengers take flight in a Boeing 

Stearman biplane, the same aircraft used to train many 

military aviators in the late 1930s and early 1940s.

The Boeing Stearman will be on display at the Florida 

International Air Show Oct. 16-17 at the Punta Gorda 

Airport (PGD).

The Dream Flight flight crew, WWII veterans, family, and 

friends were hosted by the EAA 565.

For more information about the air show, go to 

FloridaAirshow.com.

For more information about the Dream Flights program 

or how to get involved, go to DreamFlights.org.



From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 4, 2021 5:15 AM 
Subject: O-A-K Selected For Punta Gorda Airport FBA Hangar Project   

   

 

O-A-K SELECTED FOR PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT FBA HANGAR PROJECT 
 

In collaboration with SchenkelShultz Architecture, Owen-Ames-Kimball Company (O-A-K) has been 
chosen as the design-build team for the new Fixed Base Operator (FBO) hangar at the Punta Gorda 
Airport by The Charlotte County Airport Authority. The team will provide design and construction turnkey 
activities for this project performance, including architectural programming, design, scheduling and 
construction services. The new standalone hangar with office space and restrooms will be located in the 
Punta Gorda Airport’s Aviation Expansion Area, located on the north side of the airfield off of Challenger 
Road. The facility will comprise an approximately 14,400 square foot, single-story building with office 
spaces and restrooms to serve as a base for transient customers flying into and out of the FBO. O-A-
K’s project manager is Abel Natali, the project superintendent is John Tartaglia, and Matthew Zwack is 
the principal-in-charge. The SchenkelShultz Architecture team includes Gary Krueger, project manager, 
and Nathalie White, project designer. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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https://url.emailprotection.link/?bMGMfBxnZoIFX3tTpgACK-qCCSimKGWdi6WFI9uFCFlnExThvi0QmVGm-Ks0XG90NZV16TOuma1m45mAGyvVJfteIx8GQ-mJAVe5iIXJ8HU0yB9Bb9cpcphs7yCh9OjFhpeBRrYT8zs-wuCGsr4uusVeRzXKXR14i5pSP_SzQwdw%7E
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Looking for sky-high thrills? Plan on attending
the Florida International Air Show Oct. 16-17

On Oct. 16 and 17, there’s only one place 
you’ll want to be: the Florida Interna-
tional Airshow. Since 1981, this has been 
an annual event (except for 2020, due to 
COVID) at Punta Gorda Airport. This 
year is expected to be a great comeback, 
and attendees will be able to meet and 
talk to pilots and performers as well as 
get up close and personal with some of 
the aircraft.

The history of Punta Gorda Airport 
goes back to World War II. Here’s an 
interesting fact: In the United States, the 
first military organization to utilize air-
craft was part of the U.S. Army, and was 
known as the United States Army Air 
Corps. After June 1941, it was called the 
United States Army Air Forces, which we 
know today as the U.S. Air Force.

Back in 1941, plans were put into motion 
to train pilots here, leading to the con-
struction of the Punta Gorda Army Air-
field. So what is now Punta Gorda Airport 
was built by the military, and had more 
than 40 Curtiss P-40 Warhawks, and then 
a fleet of North American P-51 Mustang 
fighter planes. There were many hangars 
built on the field to work on the planes. At 

that time they used “nose hangars,” which 
only allowed enough room in the hangar 
to cover the engine and forward part of 
the plane to be worked on. More than 
3,000 personnel also were associated with 
this airfield, most of them living in Punta 
Gorda and the surrounding area.

After World War II, the Army airfield 
gave the property and facilities to Punta 
Gorda to continue its use as an airport. 
It has been operational since that time, 
and several air carriers, as well as flight 
schools, called this airport home.

The first air show at Punta Gorda was 
back in 1950. At that time, there wasn’t 

much organization — and the air show 
was little more than a showcase for small-
town “barnstormer” flying acts. Pilots — 
flying Boeing-Stearman’s, Waco Aircraft 
Company’s and other’s biplanes, as well 
as Piper Cubs and Taylorcraft — would 
put on aerobatic shows for the attend-
ees, while vendors sold cool drinks and 
“carny” food. Back then, seeing any air-
craft was a treat because general aviation 
was still in its infancy to the public. So the 
shows were a real thrill.

One of the performers in those early 
shows, Betty Skelton, attended the 2008 
air show here, and was an honored and 

Dennis KIRK
p g n e w s @ f l o r i d a w e e k l y . c o m

Award-winning aerobatic aviator Patty Wagstaff will thrill audiences at the air show.

Florida International 
Air Show
» When: Saturday, Oct. 16,

and Sunday, Oct. 17

» Where:Punta Gorda Airport,
28000 A-1 Airport Road, Punta Gorda

» Cost: Prices vary

» Tickets and information:

www.fl oridaairshow.com

In the KNOW

SOCOM Para-Commandos descend with the 
American flag — an awesome and inspiring 
spectacle to see.
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In collaboration with SchenkelShultz Architecture, Owen-Ames-Kimball Company (O-A-K), a preeminent 
general contractor with a longstanding presence in Southwest Florida, has been chosen as the design-
build team for the new Fixed Base Operator (FBO) hangar at the Punta Gorda Airport by The Charlotte 
County Airport Authority.  The team will provide design and construction turnkey activities for this 
project performance, including architectural programming, design, scheduling, and construction services. 

The new standalone hangar with office space and restrooms will be located in the Punta Gorda Airport’s 
Aviation Expansion Area (AviEx), located on the north side of the airfield off of Challenger Road. This 
facility will comprise an approximately 14,400 square foot, single-story building with office spaces and 
restrooms to serve as a base for transient customers flying into and out of the FBO. 

O-A-K’s project manager is Abel Natali, the project superintendent is John Tartaglia, and Matthew Zwack 
is the principal-in-charge.  The SchenkelShultz Architecture team includes Gary Krueger, project 
manager, and Nathalie White, project designer. 

An employee-owned company, O-A-K Florida, Inc.’s Board of Directors comprises members from the 
company’s Florida operations. Owen-Ames-Kimball Company has provided premier general contracting, 
design-build, and construction management services in Southwest Florida since 1982. 

O-A-K’s Florida operation is an affiliate of its parent company located in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The 
Florida operation has offices in Collier and Lee counties. Its Lee County office is located at 11941 Fairway 
Lakes Drive in Fort Myers. Learn more about O-A-K at www.owen-ames-kimball.com. 
 
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-
punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/  

http://www.owen-ames-kimball.com/
http://www.owen-ames-kimball.com/
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/


By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Friday was the 
first day in four years that two airlines 
have operated out of  Punta Gorda 
Airport.

The first 165 passengers from 
the Minneapolis airport arrived at 
12:30 p.m. Friday on Sun Country 
Airlines’ inaugural flight to Punta 
Gorda.

A few hours later, Allegiant Airlines’ 
first flight from the same airport 
arrived.

“Our community is excited about 
welcoming new visitors from Minnesota 
to sunny Southwest Florida,” Airport 
Chief  Executive Officer James Parish 
said in a press release.

Sun Country lands at PGD

Competitor Allegiant’s 

first flight from 

Minneapolis arrives  

a few hours later

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Passengers from Sun Country Airline’s inaugural flight from Minneapolis disembark Friday at the Punta Gorda Airport.

The Punta Gorda Airport decided to greet the first passengers from the 
Minneapolis airport with oranges and other knickknacks from the area.SEE SUN, 5C
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New arrivals were greeted by 
boxes of  free oranges and other 
PGD knickknacks.

Minneapolis-based Sun 
Country announced last fall 
that the airline would compete 
with Allegiant at Punta Gorda 
Airport, adding this warm 
weather site to its list of  cold 
weather escape routes.

Sun Country’s ultra low cost 
model is similar to Allegiant’s. 
Chief  Executive Officer Jude 

Bricker was Allegiant’s chief  
operating officer until 2016. 
He is credited with promoting 
the cost-saving model of  using 
small cities and excluding 
certain days of  the week in the 
schedule.

Sun Country first set its tar-
get date for PGD in December.

But in late June, Las Vegas-
based Allegiant announced 
it would also start a new 
route from the airport in 
Minneapolis. Allegiant’s first 
flight would be in October, 
Florida’s down season.

Within hours, a Minneapolis 

news site reported that Sun 
Country had bumped up its 
first flight to early October as 
well.

Sun County Communications 
Manager Erin Blanton said 
the airline decided to move the 
flight up a few months due to 
increasing demand for leisure 
travel, and the nearly full flight 
proves that the demand is 
there.

“We know folks are look-
ing for convenience, a great 
experience and more variety at 
an affordable fare as they plan 
their next vacation,” Blanton 

said. “By offering this service 
earlier in the fall, we’re able to 
do just that, while connecting 
our guests through MSP and 
PGD before the busy holiday 
season. It’s really exciting to 
see this reflected on today’s 
flight.”

The last time there were two 
airlines was 2017 when Frontier 
was flying out of  PGD, Miller 
said. Before that, a charter air 
service Direct Air operated 
along with Allegiant until it 
shut down in 2012.

Both Allegiant and Sun 
Country are now operating 

flights between Minneapolis 
and Punta Gorda on Monday 
and Fridays to start, adding 
more days during the winter 
months.

A review of  both airlines’ 
websites show that a trip from 
Minneapolis on Nov. 1, return-
ing Nov. 5, would cost $39 each 
way for both airlines. Both air-
lines are ultra low cost airlines 
that focus on direct flights. Sun 
Country does offer connecting 
flights while Allegiant does not.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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In collaboration with SchenkelShultz Architecture, the Owen-Ames-Kimball Company (OAK), an 
outstanding general contractor with a long-standing presence in southwest Florida, was selected as the 
design-build team for the new Fixed Base Operator (FBO) hangar in Punta Gorda Airport Charlotte 
County Airport Authority. The team will provide turnkey planning and construction activities for this 
project service including architectural programming, design, scheduling and construction services. 

The new independent hangar with offices and toilets will be located in the Aviation Expansion Area 
(AviEx) of Punta Gorda Airport on the north side of the airfield away from Challenger Road. This facility 
will include an approximately 14,400-square-foot, single-story building with offices and restrooms that 
will serve as a base for temporary customers flying in and out of the FBO. 

The OA-K project manager is Abel Natali, the project manager is John Tartaglia and Matthew Zwack is 
the principal in charge. The SchenkelShultz architecture team includes Gary Krueger, project manager, 
and Nathalie White, project designer. 

The board of directors of OAK Florida, Inc. is an employee-owned company and is composed of members 
from the company’s Florida operations. The Owen-Ames-Kimball Company has provided world-class 
general contractor, design-build, and construction management services in southwest Florida since 1982. 

OA-K’s Florida operations are a subsidiary of its parent company, based in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The 
Florida operation has offices in Collier and Lee Counties. The Lee County office is located at 11941 
Fairway Lakes Drive in Fort Myers. Find out more about OAK at www.owen-ames-kimball.com. 

Google News Source * www.news-press.com – * Source link 
 
 https://swfloridadailynews.com/owen-ames-kimball-florida-receives-fbo-hangar-project-at-punta-gorda-airport/  

https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/
https://www.news-press.com/story/marketplace/real-estate/2021/10/09/owen-ames-kimball-florida-awarded-punta-gorda-airport-fbo-hangar-project/6003879001/
https://swfloridadailynews.com/owen-ames-kimball-florida-receives-fbo-hangar-project-at-punta-gorda-airport/
https://swfloridadailynews.com/owen-ames-kimball-florida-receives-fbo-hangar-project-at-punta-gorda-airport/
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OPINIONS

For almost 10 years, I have 
had the good fortune to sit on 
the board of  one of  the most 
successful airports in the U.S.

I maintain a long-held belief  
that the key to success is having 
right leadership in place. As I 
look back on the last five years 
at Punta Gorda Airport, it is 
evident that is exactly what we 
have accomplished based on all 
the progress and improvements 
made since James W. Parish, 
P.E. became our CEO in 2016.

Five years ago, we didn’t 
have a secondary runway long 
enough to handle all our airline 
flights. Now, thanks to complet-
ing an award-winning rehabil-
itation project recognized by 
the FDOT as “2020 Project of  
the Year,” a 593-foot extension 
was added on the south end of  
Runway 15-33 increasing the 
length to 6,281 feet.

This extension was necessary 
for commercial airline traffic to 
continue uninterrupted when 
Runway 4-22 is closed for its 
rehabilitation in January 2022.

Five years ago, we didn’t have 
enough parking for our passen-
gers or airliners. Since then, 
we’ve added 1,000 new auto 
parking spots and two more 
spots for commercial airliners.

Five years ago, Allegiant only 
served about 30 cities, and now 
provides service to 50-plus des-
tinations. Sun Country is also 
going to be serving PGD with a 
seasonal route to Minneapolis 
this October through April.

Five years ago, we expanded 
the Bailey Terminal, and we’re 
already planning to expand 
it once again. Past security, 

The Junction is constructing a 
40-seat bar with runway-front
views and expanding their
kitchen to offer more menu
options; planned to open in
early 2022. We’re also designing
a behind-the-scenes baggage
handling system and making
room for more passenger
seating, however construction
is still a couple years out.

Five years ago, we didn’t have 
any workforce development 
programs on airport grounds, 
and now we have three. The do-
mestic demand for professional 
pilots and airplane mechanics 
has fully recovered to pre-pan-
demic levels. Both Flight Fast 
Track and AeroGuard train 
professional commercial pilots 
here at PGD. AeroGuard, in 
partnership with SkyWest, 
even offers $17,500 in Tuition 
Reimbursements for future 
pilots in their program.

Plus, the success of  Charlotte 
Technical College’s Aviation 
Maintenance Technician School 
is really taking off. Nearly 
50 adults and more than 20 
high-school seniors kicked 
off the program this August. 
They’ve already started a feeder 

program for younger high 
school students and are plan-
ning to offer evening classes for 
adults starting in January.

Certified Airframe & 
Powerplant Mechanics gradu-
ating from CTC will make an 
average of  $69,000 annually, 
so this is a key win for our 
community and economic 
development.

Five years ago, the north 
side of  the airport was 
largely undeveloped. Today, 
the new 13,000-square-foot 
PGD Air Center is under 
construction along with a new 
510,000-square-foot aircraft 
ramp; planned to open in 
spring 2022. PGD’s Master Plan 
Update, approved by the FAA in 
2018, recommended relocating 
general aviation activities to 
the Aviation Expansion Area 
off Challenger Boulevard, 
known as the PGD AviEx, so 

the commercial air service has 
room to grow.

PGD AviEx will become a hub 
for GA activities to flourish, as 
well as a prime spot for onsite 
flight schools, aircraft main-
tenance services and related 
training programs to expand. 
Learn more about the plans at 
PGDAviEx.com.

All of  these developments 
don’t happen overnight, and 
they don’t happen without a 
lot of  hard work and collabo-
ration — both internally and 
externally.

While the Charlotte Airport 
Authority Board makes key 
policy decisions, provides 
guidance and representation 
in our community, we wouldn’t 
have been able to attain these 
successes without the strong 
leadership of  CEO Parish.

Parish understands how 
partnerships with educational 

institutions, business tenants 
and contractors, plus more than 
200 T-Hangar tenants, make our 
airport community strong. It’s 
reinforced by everyone standing 
behind PGD’s mission of  “serv-
ing business and community 
through aviation.”

Whenever I stop by the office 
it is very clear that our CEO 
James Parish leads from the 
front, by example. He takes an 
active role in managing a great 
team of  nearly 100 Airport 
Authority employees that are 
dedicated to smooth airport 
operations, improvements, 
efficiency and safety.

Despite the ups and downs 
of  a worldwide pandemic, our 
team has retained their unwav-
ering commitment. I hope you’ll 
join me in letting them know 
that they are appreciated.

Airport staff has made a difference

PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

A ribbon cutting was held in 2020 for the PGD runway 15-33 rebuild that cost $12 million.

PAUL ANDREWS
Charlotte County Airport 

Authority vice chair

Charlotte Sun
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 11, 2021 7:00 AM 
Subject: New Air Service Offered to Minneapolis-St. Paul   

   

 

NEW AIR SERVICE OFFERED TO MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 
 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority announces inaugural flights of the newest route from Punta 
Gorda Airport (PGD) to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) via Allegiant and Sun Country 
Airlines. Both Allegiant and Sun Country flights are scheduled Mondays and Fridays from October 
through January. During February, March and April both airlines have flights from PGD to MSP on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. Both airlines offer different pricing, scheduling and 
amenities. Flight days, times and fares can be found and booked online on each airline’s website. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
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Florida International Air Show
The Florida International Air Show is 

set for Oct. 16-17 at the Punta Gorda 

Airport, Challenger Blvd., Punta Gorda. 

Performers include: The F-16 Viper 

Demo Team, C-17 Globemaster, FG-1D 

Corsair, Patty Wagstaff, Jim Peitz and 

the Beechcraft Bonanza, SOCOM Para-

Commandos and more. For details, visit 

www.floridaairshow.com.

 Featured

Oct. 13-19

Charlotte Sun

clipper
Highlight

clipper
Highlight



B6    ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT    WEEK OF OCTOBER 13-19, 2021 www.FloridaWeekly.com  FORT MYERS FLORIDA WEEKLY

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
SATURDAY10.16
Air Show - The Florida Interna-
tional Air Show is set for today and 
Sunday at Punta Gorda Airport. Gates 
open at 9 a.m. The show starts at 
noon. 21000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. 
www.floridaairshow.com.
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1. Downtown Punta Gorda 28 miles
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3. Downtown Fort Myers 13 miles
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7. RSW 24.5 miles

1

DRIVING DISTANCES FROM BABCOCK RANCH

Emily
Highlight



CHARLOTTE COUNTY FLORIDA WEEKLY www.FloridaWeekly.com WEEK OF OCTOBER 14-20, 2021   ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT    A29

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
#SWFL

TOP
PICKS

10.16-17
■ The Florida
International Air Show
is set for Oct. 16-17 at
Punta Gorda Airport. Gates
open at 9 a.m. The show
starts at noon.

— floridaairshow.com
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
SATURDAY10.16

Air Show - The Florida International 
Air Show is set for today and Sunday 
at Punta Gorda Airport. Gates open at 
9 a.m. The show starts at noon. 21000 
Airport Road, Punta Gorda. www.flor-
idaairshow.com.
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Patty Wagstaff takes to the skies again 
at the Florida International Air Show

SEE WAGSTAFF, A19  

BY SAMUEL BURNLEY

Florida Weekly Correspondent

Patty Wagstaff was not born with an 
airplane’s yoke in her hands, anymore 
than Tiger Woods was born swinging a 
golf club or Tom Brady with his fingers 
on the laces of a football. And while Mrs. 
Wagstaff may not be a household name, in 
the world of aviation and air shows, she is 
every bit of a celebrity.

It is a common misconception that peo-
ple of extraordinary ability did not have 
to work at it. But like the aforementioned 
elite athletes, Mrs. Wagstaff benefited 
from an encouraging father and a dogged 
personal determination to reach her goals.

 And also like them, she not only 
worked her way to stardom, but she also 
continues to dedicate herself — as much 

COURTESY PHOTO

Patty Wagstaff
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WAGSTAFF
From page 1

as any professional athlete — to her career.
By the way, in oversimplified terms, a 

“yoke” is the steering wheel of an airplane 
— and Mrs. Wagstaff has been doing mag-
ical things with them since the mid-1980s, 
just a few years into her flying career. 

Like so many young people who go on 
to become pilots, Mrs. Wagstaff’s interest 
in flying began at home. Her father was 
a U.S. Air Force B-25 pilot who later took 
his wife and two daughters with him to 
Japan to fly as a captain for Japan Airlines. 
In those days, long before the post-9/11 
era of secured cockpits, Mrs. Wagstaff’s 
father would take her on flights in the pis-
ton-powered four-propeller DC6 he cap-
tained, even allowing her to briefly take the 
controls, circling Mt. Fuji on one occasion. 
Mrs. Wagstaff’s sister must have gotten 
similar treatment, as she would go on to 
become a pilot for Continental Airlines. 

After coming back to the States with her 
family, Mrs. Wagstaff arrived at her own 
decision to earn her wings in the most 
ironic of ways. Following a failed takeoff 
attempt on a short muddy field in a char-
tered plane in remote Alaska, she found 
herself hanging upside down from her 
seatbelt beside a fellow passenger. Emerg-
ing shaken up but uninjured, she thought 
to herself, “Heck, I can do better than that.” 

Mrs. Wagstaff described how she “dug 
an airplane out of the snow” and begged 
local instructors in Alaska to give her 
lessons.

“And so, I was very lucky that I learned 
to fly up there,” Mrs. Wagstaff said. “I had 
some really good instructors and it was a 
fantastic place to learn to fly.” 

Cold, dry air is much more dense than 

warm humid air, allowing an airfoil (the 
wing) to generate lift more easily. Combine 
that with the mountainous terrain and its 
effects on air currents, weather and visi-
bility — versus the flat, featureless terrain 
of Florida — and you get an environment 
that will develop and challenge the skill of 
a pilot like few other places in the United 
States.

Around the same time as her venture, a 
committee of like-minded aviators and avi-
ation enthusiasts were organizing the first 
in a 40-year stretch of air shows at a small 
general aviation airport, a former Army 
airfield, known by the airport code KPGD. 
Fast forward to Oct. 16 and 17, and you’ll 
have the opportunity to see Mrs. Wagstaff 

COURTESY PHOTO

Patty Wagstaff is also an aerobatic instructor.

SEE WAGSTAFF, A21  
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Patty Wagstaff will demonstrate her aerobatic skills at the Florida International Air Show.

SOCOM Para-Commandos glide toward Earth 
from 10,000 feet.

A member of the F-16 Viper Demo Team takes 
flight.

perform her award-winning aerobatic rou-
tine at that most recent event, now known 
as the Florida International Air Show, at 
that same airstrip, which has since evolved 
into Punta Gorda Airport. 

In the time since earning her private 
pilot license, the first rung on the avia-
tion ladder, Mrs. Wagstaff has racked up 
an impressive list of certifications and 
ratings including commercial pilot, instru-
ment flight rules, seaplane, rotary wing 
(helicopter) and certified flight instructor, 
including instruction for taildraggers, bush 
planes and aerobatics. Her type ratings, 
which are certifications to fly specific 
models of aircraft, include everything from 
warbirds to military trainers to executive 
jets. She also has performed for millions 
of spectators at air shows throughout the 
world.

But it was aerobatics that captured the 
imagination of Mrs. Wagstaff as a young 
pilot. Even before seeing an aerobatic dis-
play, she began taking aerobatic lessons 
and developing the skills of an expert 
pilot. After attending her first air show, her 
future course came into focus.

Mrs. Wagstaff now resides in St. Augus-
tine, where she runs an advanced training 
and aerobatics flight school, Patty Wagstaff 
Aviation Safety.

And to this day, she continues to push 
herself.

“I mean, I’m a full-time athlete, and so 
that’s what I do,” she said, “… and I’m in 
shape to do this. It’s not like I just go jump 
in the plane once a year and fly an air show. 
It’s something I train for all the time.”

If you doubt for a moment that an aero-
batic pilot is an athlete, consider the forces 
involved. Performing loops, turns and rolls 
subjects the body to multiples — or frac-
tions — of the force of gravity as a product 
of centrifugal force. The tighter the turns 
and loops, and the quicker the rolls, the 
more force is exerted. Gravitational force 
is commonly abbreviated as “G,” where 5 
Gs, for example, means five times the force 
of gravity, or a 175-pound person feeling 
like 875 pounds. According to Mrs. Wag-
staff, her routines include moments of up 
to 10 Gs, equal to the forces experienced 
by fighter pilots, and more than those of 
astronauts rocketing into space.

“You have to tense everything up,” she 
explained, in order to keep your blood 
where it belongs.

“But the negative Gs are really what you 
have to worry about,” she said.

Negative Gs are experienced when the 
cockpit of the airplane is on the outside of 
a turn or loop, slinging the blood toward 
your head.

When that happens, “You just have to 
relax,” she said.

Her routines include moments of up to 
5 negative Gs.

“I keep in shape. I work out,” Mrs. Wag-
staff asserted. “I kind of live my life like 
that to stay in shape. You really have to.”

And it isn’t just physical acuity that 
pilots have to develop.

“You really have to be mindful of every-
thing,” Mrs. Wagstaff explained. “It chang-
es a little bit at every show because the 
show sites are different. Sometimes you’re 
flying over water; sometimes it’s windy. 
You have to flex and adjust.

“You have to stay within a certain box 
(of airspace). You can’t fly over the crowd; 
you can only get so close to the crowd, 
and sometimes the wind is blowing you 
towards them. So, you really have to con-
centrate.”

“When I’m getting ready for an air show, 
I fly every day,” she added. “I usually fly 
around 300 hours a year, and that com-

bines cross country flights, air show prac-
tice flights and giving instruction.”

Mrs. Wagstaff has accumulated an 
impressive total of around 12,000 hours 
of flight in her decades of experience. But, 
“It’s the airline pilots who really rack up 
the time,” she said.

Mrs. Wagstaff said she’s excited to 
return to the Florida International Air 
Show, which is in its 40th year. Due to 
recent runway expansions and the global 
pandemic, this is not the 40th consecu-
tive year for the show, but four decades 
ago “was even before I got my start,” she 
observed, “and I’m proud to be a part of it.”

Along the way, she has accumulated an 
impressive resume of accolades and hon-
ors, which include enshrinement in the 
National Aviation Hall of Fame. One of her 
airplanes, the Goodrich-sponsored Extra 
260, hangs in the Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Mrs. Wagstaff, who will perform an aer-
obatics display in her new GB1 GameBird 
at the Florida International Air Show, is 
rightly proud of her accomplishments and 
of being a role model, for young ladies 
especially, as the first woman to win the 
U.S. National Aerobatic Championships 
— a feat she accomplished three years in 
a row.

“I would tell people that if they are 
interested in flying, they should do it,” she 
said. “And they will find it gives them a 
feeling of accomplishment like no other 
activity. It also builds confidence and gives 
people focus and discipline.

“Plus, it’s fun. The sunsets and sunrises 
are beautiful, and you’re never wasting 
time when you fly.”  ■

Florida International Air 
Show

» When: Saturday, Oct. 16, and
Sunday, Oct. 17

» Where: Punta Gorda Airport, 28000
A-1 Airport Road, Punta Gorda

» Cost: Prices vary

» Tickets and information:
www.fl oridaairshow.com

In the KNOW
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Patty Wagstaff was not born with an airplane’s yoke in her hands, anymore than Tiger Woods was born swinging 
a golf club or Tom Brady with his fingers on the laces of a football. And while Mrs. Wagstaff may not be a 
household name, in the world of aviation and air shows, she is every bit of a celebrity. 

It is a common misconception that people of extraordinary ability did not have to work at it. But like the 
aforementioned elite athletes, Mrs. Wagstaff benefited from an encouraging father and a dogged personal 
determination to reach her goals. 

And also like them, she not only worked her way to stardom, but she also continues to dedicate herself — as 
much as any professional athlete — to her career. 

By the way, in oversimplified terms, a “yoke” is the steering wheel of an airplane — and Mrs. Wagstaff has been 
doing magical things with them since the mid-1980s, just a few years into her flying career. 

Like so many young people who go on to become pilots, Mrs. Wagstaff’s interest in flying began at home. Her 
father was a U.S. Air Force B-25 pilot who later took his wife and two daughters with him to Japan to fly as a 
captain for Japan Airlines. In those days, long before the post-9/11 era of secured cockpits, Mrs. Wagstaff’s 
father would take her on flights in the piston powered four-propeller DC6 he captained, even allowing her to briefly 
take the controls, circling Mt. Fuji on one occasion. Mrs. Wagstaff’s sister must have gotten similar treatment, as 
she would go on to become a pilot for Continental Airlines. 



After coming back to the States with her family, Mrs. Wagstaff arrived at 
her own decision to earn her wings in the most ironic of ways. Following a 
failed takeoff attempt on a short muddy field in a chartered plane in remote 
Alaska, she found herself hanging upside down from her seatbelt beside a 
fellow passenger. Emerging shaken up but uninjured, she thought to 
herself, “Heck, I can do better than that.” Mrs. Wagstaff described how she 
“dug an airplane out of the snow” and begged local instructors in Alaska to 
give her lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And so, I was very lucky that I learned to fly up there,” Mrs. Wagstaff said. “I had some really good instructors and 
it was a fantastic place to learn to fly.” 

Cold, dry air is much more dense than warm humid air, allowing an airfoil (the wing) to generate lift more easily. 
Combine that with the mountainous terrain and its effects on air currents, weather and visibility — versus the flat, 
featureless terrain of Florida — and you get an environment that will develop and challenge the skill of a pilot like 
few other places in the United States. 

Around the same time as her venture, a committee of like-minded aviators and aviation enthusiasts were 
organizing the first in a 40-year stretch of air shows at a small general aviation airport, a former Army airfield, 
known by the airport code KPGD. Fast forward to Oct. 16 and 17, and you’ll have the opportunity to see Mrs. 
Wagstaff perform her award-winning aerobatic routine at that most recent event, now known as the Florida 
International Air Show, at that same airstrip, which has since evolved into Punta Gorda Airport. 



 

 

In the time since earning her private pilot license, the first rung on the aviation ladder, Mrs. Wagstaff has racked 
up an impressive list of certifications and ratings including commercial pilot, instrument flight rules, seaplane, 
rotary wing (helicopter) and certified flight instructor, including instruction for taildraggers, bush planes and 
aerobatics. Her type ratings, which are certifications to fly specific models of aircraft, include everything from 
warbirds to military trainers to executive jets. She also has performed for millions of spectators at air shows 
throughout the world. 

But it was aerobatics that captured the imagination of Mrs. Wagstaff as a young pilot. Even before seeing an 
aerobatic display, she began taking aerobatic lessons and developing the skills of an expert pilot. After attending 
her first air show, her future course came into focus. 

 

 

Mrs. Wagstaff now resides in St. Augustine, where she runs an advanced training and aerobatics flight school, 
Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety. 

And to this day, she continues to push herself. 

“I mean, I’m a full-time athlete, and so that’s what I do,” she said, “… and I’m in shape to do this. It’s not like I just 
go jump in the plane once a year and fly an air show. It’s something I train for all the time.” 

If you doubt for a moment that an aerobatic pilot is an athlete, consider the forces involved. Performing loops, 
turns and rolls subjects the body to multiples — or fractions — of the force of gravity as a product of centrifugal 
force. The tighter the turns and loops, and the quicker the rolls, the more force is exerted. Gravitational force is 
commonly abbreviated as “G,” where 5 Gs, for example, means five times the force of gravity, or a 175-pound 



person feeling like 875 pounds. According to Mrs. Wagstaff, her routines include moments of up to 10 Gs, equal 
to the forces experienced by fighter pilots, and more than those of astronauts rocketing into space. 

“You have to tense everything up,” she explained, in order to keep your blood where it belongs. 

“But the negative Gs are really what you have to worry about,” she said. 

Negative Gs are experienced when the cockpit of the airplane is on the outside of a turn or loop, slinging the blood 
toward your head. 

When that happens, “You just have to relax,” she said. 

Her routines include moments of up to 5 negative Gs. 

“I keep in shape. I work out,” Mrs. Wagstaff asserted. “I kind of live my life like that to stay in shape. You really 
have to.” 

And it isn’t just physical acuity that pilots have to develop. 

“You really have to be mindful of everything,” Mrs. Wagstaff explained. “It changes a little bit at every show 
because the show sites are different. Sometimes you’re flying over water; sometimes it’s windy. You have to flex 
and adjust. 

“You have to stay within a certain box (of airspace). You can’t fly over the crowd; you can only get so close to the 
crowd, and sometimes the wind is blowing you towards them. So, you really have to concentrate.” 

“When I’m getting ready for an air show, I fly every day,” she added. “I usually fly around 300 hours a year, and that 
combines cross country flights, air show practice flights and giving instruction.” 

Mrs. Wagstaff has accumulated an impressive total of around 12,000 hours of flight in her decades of experience. 
But, “It’s the airline pilots who really rack up the time,” she said. 

Mrs. Wagstaff said she’s excited to return to the Florida International Air Show, which is in its 40th year. Due to 
recent runway expansions and the global pandemic, this is not the 40th consecutive year for the show, but four 
decades ago “was even before I got my start,” she observed, “and I’m proud to be a part of it.” 

Along the way, she has accumulated an impressive resume of accolades and honors, which include enshrinement 
in the National Aviation Hall of Fame. One of her airplanes, the Goodrich-sponsored Extra 260, hangs in the 
Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Mrs. Wagstaff, who will perform an aerobatics display in her new GB1 GameBird at the Florida International Air 
Show, is rightly proud of her accomplishments and of being a role model, for young ladies especially, as the first 
woman to win the U.S. National Aerobatic Championships — a feat she accomplished three years in a row. 

“I would tell people that if they are interested in flying, they should do it,” she said. “And they will find it gives them 
a feeling of accomplishment like no other activity. It also builds confidence and gives people focus and discipline. 

“Plus, it’s fun. The sunsets and sunrises are beautiful, and you’re never wasting time when you fly.”  

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/patty-wagstaff-takes-to-the-skies-again-at-the-florida-international-air-show/  

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/patty-wagstaff-takes-to-the-skies-again-at-the-florida-international-air-show/
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/patty-wagstaff-takes-to-the-skies-again-at-the-florida-international-air-show/


 
 

 

  

The Florida International Air Show is back after it was canceled last year due to COVID-19 concerns 
and lack of funding. When the air show planes fly into the Punta Gorda airport it will grab your 
attention. 

Director of Aviation for the air show, Matt Lehn said you can expect to see the same flips and tricks 
from years past, and new planes too. 

“This year we have the C-17 what you just saw land, they do a magnificent demo. They’re out of 
Charleston, the F-16 demo as well. It’s the first time we’ve had it in quite a few years. They’ll be a 
silicon jump team, Patty Wagstaff, world-renowned champion,” said Lehn. 

Lehn said they’re expected to bring in three to five thousand people a day. 

One of the most highly anticipated acts; the C-17 that will be flown by Brian Phillips. “We’re going 
to do a 12-minute demo profile from takeoff to land and that will include a high-speed pass over 
300-knots and a slow speed pass. We’re also going to do a 360° turn.” 

Lehn says this year they’re allowing attendees to get more up close and personal with the planes. 
“We now have our vendors in our aircraft line together on the ramp so when the general public 
comes to the gate they’re going to hit the air show immediately right up to the lot. I like to bring a 
plane so people can get up close to. You’ll see these World War II vets or Vietnam vets, they get to 
interact with an aircraft that they flew 30, 40, 50 years ago, that’s special to me.” 



It is an event that is special, exciting and a chance for plane enthusiasts of all kinds to experience 
the thrill of taking flight. 

Tickets are still on sale for the air show. It takes place on Saturday and Sunday with gates opening 
at 9:00 a.m. You can find information about how to get tickets and what you can and can’t bring 
with you by clicking here or visiting floridaairshow.com. 

https://www.winknews.com/2021/10/14/florida-international-air-show-takes-to-the-sky-this-weekend/  

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.winknews.com/2021/10/14/florida-international-air-show-takes-to-the-sky-this-weekend/
https://www.winknews.com/2021/10/14/florida-international-air-show-takes-to-the-sky-this-weekend/


By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — “Very low and 
very fast” is how the pilot of  the Air 
Combat Command F-16 Viper plans 
to fly this weekend at the Florida 
International Air Show in Punta 
Gorda.

“It’s very loud and intense, and 
everything that people go to air shows 
to see,” said U.S. Air Force Maj. Garret 
Schmitz, who will be piloting solo in 
the Air Combat Command F-16 Viper 
Demonstration Team.

With the fighter jet, Schmitz 
performs precision aerial maneuvers 
demonstrating the capabilities of  the 
USAF F-16 Fighting Falcon.

Schmitz, along with U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Aimee Fiedler, flew into Punta 
Gorda Airport afternoon in prepara-
tion of  this weekend’s air show.

Fiedler flew in the spare plane, 
just in case the lead plane has 
maintenance issues. She will serve as 
ground safety pilot to Schmitz, who is 
the only pilot certified to fly the F-16 
Viper Demo.

“I’ll be his back,” she said.
Schmitz likened his air show 

performance to that of  “your most 
intense 15-minute Crossfit workout 
ever.”

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2021  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B

Air Combat Viper speeds 
into Punta Gorda Airport

U.S. Air Force fighter 

jet will headline Florida 

International Air Show

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

The Air Combat Command F-16 Viper Demonstration fighter jet lands at Punta Gorda Airport for this weekend’s 
Florida International Air Show. The giant C-17 (background) also arrived early for the show.

U.S. Air Force Capt. Aimee Fiedler and 
Maj. Garret Schmitz after landing the 
two Air Combat Command F-16 Viper 
Demonstration fighter jets at Punta 
Gorda Airport.SEE AIRPORT, 3B
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“It’s definitely brutal, 
you’re covered in sweat and 
it’s taxing,” he said. “I’m not 
thinking about any avionics 
like in our day-to-day training.

“I’m not thinking about 
anything other than not 
passing out and what’s my 
next move.”

The fighter jet will get up 
to around 700 mph, which 
Schmitz explained is just below 
the speed of  sound at around 
760 mph.

“Unfortunately, we’re not 
allowed to go faster than the 
speed of  sound because that 
would definitely do a lot of  
damage,” he said.

Head mechanic U.S. Air 
Force Technical Sgt. Mike 
Hutchison said they do around 

20 air shows all over the 
country throughout the year.

“(The F-16 Viper) is a multi-
roll combat capability fighter 
at high G-force maneuvers,” he 
said. “It’s very quick and very 
agile.

“You will see some of  that 
during the show this weekend 
(and) we keep everything 
within eyesight, so you don’t 
lose it off in the distance.”

The C-17, another main 

feature of  this year’s air 
show, also arrived Thursday 
afternoon, measuring around 
174 feet long with a 170-foot 
wingspan.

The C-17 is the newest 
airlift aircraft to enter the U.S. 
Air Force’s inventory and is 
capable of  strategic delivery of  
troops and all types of  cargo 
to main operating bases or 
directly to forward bases in the 
deployment area.

The Florida International 
Air Show kicks off Saturday 
and runs through Sunday.

Gates open at 9 a.m., and the 
show begins at noon.

For tickets or more 
information, go to 
EventSprout.com/event/
florida-international-air-show.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1B

The Air Combat Command F-16 Viper Demonstration soars over 
Punta Gorda Airport in preparation for this weekend’s Florida 
International Air Show.

The C-17, another main feature of this year’s air show, arrived Thursday afternoon, measuring 
around 174 feet long with a 170-foot wingspan.

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

The Air Combat Command F-16 Viper Demonstration Team flew two planes into Punta Gorda Airport on Thursday in preparation for the upcoming Florida 
International Air Show. The plane on the left will be performing with the plane on the right being available for backup.
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Florida International Air Show
The Florida International Air Show is 

set for Oct. 16-17 at the Punta Gorda 

Airport, Challenger 

Blvd., Punta Gorda. 

Performers include: The 

F-16 Viper Demo Team, 

C-17 Globemaster, 

FG-1D Corsair, Patty Wagstaff, Jim Peitz 

and the Beechcraft Bonanza, SOCOM 

Para-Commandos and more. For details, 

visit www.floridaairshow.com.

 Featured

Oct. 16-22
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Light it up

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

An F-16 from the Viper Demo Team fires its afterburner over the Punta Gorda Airport on Friday afternoon, filling the air with 
a chest-rattling roar. Gates open at 9 a.m. today for the two-day Florida International Air Show. Opening ceremonies begin at 
noon today and Sunday at the Punta Gorda Airport. For more information on the air show, go to www.floridaairshow.com.
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SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

The U.S. Special Operations Command Parachute 
Team SOCOM Para-Commandos will be making 
another appearance Sunday at the Florida 
International Air Show in Punta Gorda.

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

ChefPitts (Clemens Kuhlig) performs aerobatic maneuvers in the PittS1S he built in his garage. Gates open at 9 a.m. today for the Florida International Air Show 
at the Punta Gorda Airport with opening ceremonies beginning at noon. For more information, go to www.floridaairshow.com.

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

Mick Thorstenson in a T-28 (with the blue trim) 
performs a “missing man” maneuver with another 
plane.

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

The C-17 Globemaster III flies around the Punta Gorda Airport. “The C-17 measures approximately 174 feet 
long with a 170-foot wingspan,” according to information provided by the air show.

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

The C-17 is a big hit at the Florida International Air 
Show. The plane stands at 55 feet, 1 inch in height, 
and 173 feet, 11 inches in length. Its wingspan is 170 
feet, 9 inches.

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

F-16 Viper soars above the skies of the Punta Gorda 
Airport. The Air Combat Command F-16 Viper 
Demonstration Team is this year’s headliner for the 
Florida International Air Show.

SUN PHOTO BY GLEN NICKERSON

Air Force cadets take the oath Saturday at the Florida International Air Show in Punta Gorda

Putting on a show

Charlotte Sun
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WINGING IT

T here’s still a full day of  excitement left at the Florida International Air Show. 
Gates open at 9 a.m. Sunday at the Punta Gorda Airport with opening cere-
monies beginning at noon. Expected performers include the F-16 Viper Demo 

Team, Patty Wagstaff, U.S. Special Operations Command Parachute Team, among 
many others. For more information, go to www.fl oridaairshow.com.

A fearless osprey fl ies near the SBD Dauntless “Lady In Blue” during the Florida 
International Air Show at the Punta Gorda Airport. Nicknamed “Slow But Deadly,” 
the SBD was “considered the most destructive air weapon of the U.S. Navy,” 
according to air show information. See more photos, page 4C.
SUN PHOTO BY CAPT. JOSH OLIVE
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By RONALD DUPONT JR.
DIGITAL EDITOR

Sometimes, we answer a 
question we didn’t know a lot 
of  people were asking.

A few weeks ago, we 
published a column by a 
local expert who answered 
the question, “What happens 
when you buy a gun?”

Apparently, many of  you 
locally wanted that question 
answered. Then tens of  
thousands of  people across 
the country wanted to read 
the expert’s column, too.

I learned a lot from that 
expert. In fact, I learned that 
a lot of  details I supposedly 
knew were flat out wrong. 
For example, I thought the 
government collected a lot of  
information about a person 
when they buy a gun.

The government doesn’t. 
In fact, it keeps very little 
information.

If you, too, would like to learn 
more about what happens when 
somebody buys a gun, visit:  
bit.ly/3DImL2A

This story was easily the 
most-read of  the week, for the 
second week in a row. Let’s 
look at the rest of  the Top 
Five:

2 ONE DEAD, 2 INJURED IN 
NORTH PORT SHOOTING

I have been telling my 
son for years that he should 
never say, “Oh, that sort of  
thing can’t happen here. That 
only happens in big cities.”

All sorts of  bad things can 
happen right here.

The second-most read story 
this week is the same story 
that was at No. 2 last week. 
It’s a news article about a 
man who allegedly committed 
suicide in North Port.

When police arrived, 
they found that two family 
members had been hurt, too. 
And all of  this happened in a 
somewhat public way.

So, yes, news events we read 
about happening in other parts 
of the state and the country can 
happen here, too. To read the full 
story, visit: bit.ly/3lrAncp

3 GABBY PETITO NEWS 
COVERAGE

Speaking of  news 
events that can happen here, 
too, you need to look no 
further than disappearance 
and death of  Gabby Petito 
and the hunt for her 
boyfriend, Brian Laundrie.

The stories we have been 
writing over the past four 
weeks take up most of  the 
slots in the 100 most-read 
articles list for the past 
week.

You may wonder why 
articles that are weeks old 
are still getting read so 
much. That’s because of  the 
internet. As people look for 
the latest news on the case, 
they tend to click on one 

link, which leads to another, 
and then another, and so on.

Further, as national news 
organizations cover this 
incident, they regularly 
link to our articles, both 
new and old. It’s quite 
something when you realize 
that literally decades into 
the future, our articles on 
this case will likely still be 
sought on the Web.

In the past week, one of  
the most-read stories from 
our coverage is a story with 
a very simple headline: Who 
is Brian Laundrie?

The story is nearly a month old 
but the question in that headline 
is one we are still pondering. To 
read that particular story, visit  
bit.ly/3BOBHfd

4 SUN COUNTRY LANDS 
AT PGD

It’s easy to see why 
this is one of  the most-
read stories in the past 
week. Punta Gorda Airport 
welcomed the first flight 
from Sun Country Airlines 
last week.

This is the first time in 
four years that the airport 
has had two airlines 
operating at the same time. 
How cool is that?

To learn more about the airline 
and where it flies, visit  
bit.ly/3n02Sh1

5 ‘RAT HOUSE’ IN PUNTA 
GORDA ISLES GETS NEW 
OWNER

I could give you all sorts 
of  reasons why this is one 
of  the most-read stories of  
the week but let’s be honest. 
Wouldn’t you want to read 
a local story that has the 
phrase “rat house” in the 
headline?

We’ve been writing about 
this home for a while now. 
It’s amazing how much the 
city of  Punta Gorda has been 
held up by red tape.

To get a better understanding 
of just what’s been happening out 
there and what the neighbors have 
seen, visit: bit.ly/3aHPOHc

Ronald Dupont Jr. is the 
digital editor for The Daily 
Sun and the Venice Gondo-
lier. He can be reached at 
Ronald.Dupont@YourSun.
com.

Story about buying a gun finishes at No. 1 again
Also making the 

Top Five is a story 

about Punta 

Gorda’s ‘rat house’

Members Club
LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE

PHOTO PROVIDED

Passengers from Sun Country Airlines’ inaugural flight from Minneapolis disembark at the 
Punta Gorda Airport.
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Despite 
some minor parking problems 
Saturday, the Florida 
International Air Show was 
a big hit over the weekend, 
organizers said.

“(We) were excited about the 
ticket sales and the reception 
to some of  the new features 

of  the air show grounds such 
as our Flight Line bar, which 
was a hit, and our family and 
friends chalets that sold out,” 
FIAS spokesperson Steve 
Lineberry said. “Everyone also 
raved about the atmosphere 
and food drink in the 
president’s club.”

The air show had around 
8,200 attendees Saturday with 
another 6,500 Sunday. Those 
totals included sponsored 
guests and volunteers.

Overall ticket sale totals are 
still being determined.

Those numbers are low, 
however, compared to 2019 
when an estimated 75,000 
people came for the popular 

United States Air Force 
Thunderbirds performance 
that headlined the show.

Most years, the air show 
would average between 10,000 
and 15,000 per day. Last year, 
the air show was canceled 
because of  COVID-19 and ramp 
reconstruction at the Punta 
Gorda Airport.

“We expected the numbers 
to be lower due to the fact you 
had the Arcadia Fall Rodeo (in 
DeSoto County) going on and 
you also had the Thunderbirds 
performing at the Orlando Air 
and Space Show in Sanford,” 
Lineberry said.

Air Show ‘a hit’ in Punta Gorda
Organizers: 

Attendance  

nearly 15K,  

lower than 2019

SUN PHOTO BY JOSH OLIVE

The C-17 Globemaster III flies around the Punta Gorda Airport. 
“The C-17 measures approximately 174 feet long with a 170-foot 
wingspan,” according to information provided by the air show.SEE AIR SHOW, 3B
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He said they didn’t have 
an option when to hold the 
airshow because the U.S. 
military dictates where and 
when its teams will perform.

“The U.S. military branches 
assign their military jet teams 
(like the U.S. Air Force Viper 
team) so we had to do it this 
past weekend,” Lineberry 
said. “But we are pleased and 
excited for all the attendees 
that came to our air show.”

Since 1981, Lineberry said 
the organization has donated 
more than $5 million to 
working nonprofit groups in 
the area.

“The board of  directors 
appreciate all of  those 
that support FIAS because 
net proceeds go to over 30 
working nonprofit groups,” 
Lineberry said. “If  they 
work the air show, we give 
them a percentage of  the net 
profits, which are still being 
determined.”

Some of  the weekend’s main 
highlights included aerobatic 
pilot Patty Wagstaff, U.S. 
Special Operations Command 
Parachute Team, the giant C-17 
transport aircraft and the F-16 
Viper Demo Team.

U.S. Air Force Capt. Aimee 
Fiedler served as ground pilot 
for the F-16 demo team.

“The hospitality was 
phenomenal,” Fiedler said. “I 
enjoyed exploring Punta Gorda 
during the off hours, eating at 
the restaurants and meeting 
great people.”

The Viper team performs at 
around 20 air shows a year.

Viper team maintenance 
leader Master Sgt. Brandon 
Baden said their experience at 
FIAS was unlike any other.

“We have not experienced 
this kind of  atmosphere 
anywhere between the air 
show fans and organizers 
anywhere, and I’ve been with 
the team for two years,” he 
said.

Baden went on to say that 
when they arrived they saw 
their Viper demo team on 
shirts, posters and banners.

“The excitement from FIAS 
attendees was transferred to 
us and they were amped up to 
do a great show,” he said. “We 
would like to return as soon as 
possible.”

Lineberry said the only 
real issue they had over the 
weekend was with parking 
Saturday.

“We rely on all volunteers 
and organizations to help 
man the booths (and) a glitch 
occurred on Saturday when 
air show organizers found 
that the volunteer parking 
money takers did not appear,” 
Lineberry said.

The issue was solved by 
Sunday, however.

For next year’s air show, 
organizers are considering 
options for increasing the 
efficiency of  the parking 
system.

Lineberry said the FIAS 
team will meet soon to 
determine the next air show’s 
date.

“They will also be looking at 
possibilities of  a new setup due 
to reconstruction ongoing at 
the airport,” he said.

To find out more about the 
Florida International Air 
Show and its history, go to 
FloridaAirShow.com.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIR SHOW
FROM PAGE 1B

PHOTO PROVIDED BY STEVE LINEBERRY

The Calendar Girls provided dancing entertainment to the 2021 
Florida International Air Show attendees.
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Prior to the start 
of  the Florida International Air Show at 
Punta Gorda Airport Friday, Charlotte 
Technical College students enrolled in 
the aviation program got to see first-
hand a preflight check on a military 
giant.

Shortly after 11 a.m., buses shuttled 
the students from an airport office over 
to the mammoth U.S. Air Force C-17 
aircraft, which is the largest transport 
jet of  its kind.

Dwarfing the tarmac at PGD, the 
174-foot-long C-17 cast big shadows from 
its 170-foot wingspan.

Operated by a crew of three — a pilot, 
copilot and loadmaster — the cargo 
transport has a large aft door that can 
accommodate military vehicles and 
palletized cargo.

The students mulled around the 
jumbo jet, then were welcomed to board 
by members of  the plane’s crew. After a 

meet and greet, the students got to ob-
serve crew chiefs conducting preflight 
maintenance.

The Air Force’s C-17 was one of  the 
highlights at the air show last weekend.

The Air Force hosted the class Friday, 
which was part of  the Air Force’s 
recruitment efforts. Air Force Sgt. 
Luther R. Chase, who is a recruiter, 
said airshows are a way to introduce 
students to career opportunities in that 
branch of the service.

CTC’s Aviation Maintenance 
Technician School is located on the 
airport’s grounds and not on the public 
school district’s grounds, which is 
unique.

“We don’t usually build programs 
(that are) not on our property,” 
said Charlotte County School 
Superintendent Steve Dionisio during 
the school’s grand reveal in August.

For student Rebecca Anderson, 
“Airshows started it all for me.”

“My father took me to air shows.”
An adult student at CTC, Anderson, 

23, is currently working but wanted to 
change career paths and follow the thing 
that interests her the most — planes.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B 

Aviation students get 
up-close look at air show
Tour Air Force’s 

largest plane

SUN PHOTO BY NANCY J. SEMON

Rebecca Anderson, left, an adult 
student, said her father took her 
to air shows which is what sparked 
her love of planes and how they 
work. Brandylynn Campbell, 18, is 
a high school student enrolled in 
Charlotte Technical College’s Aviation 
Maintenance Technician School.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Charlotte Technical College’s new Aviation Maintenance Technician School is located on the grounds of Punta Gorda 
Airport. The program was launched in August.

SEE STUDENTS, 3B

Charlotte Sun 

clipper
Highlight



www.yoursun.com  |  The Daily Sun THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021    PAGE 3B

Brandylynn Campbell, 18, is 
a high school student taking 
the aviation program at CTC. 
She, too, was drawn to learning 
about their mechanics and 
maintenance, she said.

Isaac White said he was 
always “interested in planes” 
and said that he is “actually 
doing what I love.”

“The School of  Aviation 
Maintenance is our newest 
program,” said CTC director 
Deelynn Bennett.

Its inaugural class attracted 
47 adults, 22 high school 
seniors, and 32 sophomores and 
juniors, she said.

The students enrolled in 
Airframe, Power Plant, or 
Airframe and Power Plant 
Mechanics programs will no 
doubt find jobs. According to 
Charlotte County Public Schools’ 
website (www.yourcharlotte-
schools.net), aircraft technicians 
are sorely needed.

Some 30% of  the workforce is 
at or near retirement, and over 
the next 20 years Boeing esti-
mates there will be 750,000 new 
aircraft technicians needed.

Median pay is $69,040 per 
year/$33.19 per hour.

Tuition for Charlotte Tech’s 
aviation program is around 
$5,800, but there are grants 
and scholarships available to 
students.

For information on the 
aviation program, go to https://
bit.ly/3m2ruq9.

STUDENTS
FROM PAGE 1B

Isaac White said he has always 
been interested in planes and 
said he really loves what he is 
learning at Charlotte Technical 
College’s aviation school.

SUN PHOTOS BY NANCY J. SEMON

Charlotte Technical College students enrolled in the aviation program were invited to board the 
Air Force’s C-17 and observe the crew chiefs doing preflight inspections.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — ABC Supply, a 
wholesale building supply company 
will add a new 60,000-square-foot metal 
facility on six acres just north of  the 
Punta Gorda Airport.

ABC stands for American Builders 
and Contractors and is the nation’s 

largest wholesale distributor of  
roofing, siding and other materials. It 
is a national company headquartered 
in Wisconsin.

ABC already has a local facility off 
U.S.17 along with numerous locations 
throughout Florida, Charlotte County 
Economic Development Director Dave 
Gammon said.

Herston Engineering Services is a 
local company that will be providing 
engineering. Seagate Development 
Group of  Fort Myers will be the 
general Contractor. PDS Architecture 
of  Fort Myers will be the architect.

“Charlotte County is filled with 
untapped potential and pent-up 

demand,” Matt Price, CEO for Seagate 
said in a press release. “We are already 
in discussion with other potential 
design-builds in the area as we look to 
add to our already growing presence in 
Charlotte County.”

Construction is expected to start 
early in 2022 and be complete by the 
end of  the year, said Seagate.

The new facility will have 54,000 
square feet of  warehouse and 6,000 
square feet of  office space.

ABC did not respond to inquiries 
about the number of  jobs that might be 
added with the new facility.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

Construction supply warehouse expected in 2022
ABC Supply’s 60,000  
square-foot building  
to be built near PGD
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From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 7:00 AM 
Subject: Seagate To Design, Build ABC Supply Facility In Charlotte County  

  

 

SEAGATE TO DESIGN, BUILD ABC SUPPLY FACILITY IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
 

Seagate Development Group will develop, design and build a 60,000-square-foot pre-engineered metal 
building for American Builders & Contractors Supply Co. Inc. The new facility will be located at the 
Charlotte County Park of Commerce, adjacent to the Punta Gorda Airport. ABC Supply’s six-acre facility 
will accommodate a 54,000-square-foot warehouse, 6,000 square feet of office space and a fenced 
outdoor yard. Seagate expects to break ground on this design-build in the first quarter of 2022, with a 
projected fourth-quarter completion. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com
mailto:newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Allegiant Air on Tuesday announced it will start flying between Akron, Ohio, and three Southwest Florida airports 
in March. 

The airline said it will begin service to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport on March 3, Punta Gorda Airport 
on March 2 and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport on March 4. 

To celebrate, the airline is offering introductory one-way fares as low as $59.  

Also included in Allegiant's announcement was Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport in Savannah, 
Georgia.  

The Akron route will bump up the total number of destinations at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport up to 
52. Allegiant remains the largest carrier at the airport with service to 26 destinations.  

Allegiant is also the dominant carrier at Punta Gorda Airport. John Redmond, president of Allegiant, told the 
Herald-Tribune in August that Punta Gorda was the company's best performing airport during COVID-19.  

Drew Wells, senior vice president of revenue and network planning at Allegiant, said Sarasota-Bradenton has 
been a strong market for the airline.  

“Sarasota continues to prove itself as a destination that provides warm getaways where vacationers can enjoy a 
variety of outdoor leisure activities,” Wells said.  

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant. Redmond said the airline moves 8 million leisure passengers in and out of 
Florida every year. The airline is building its inaugural resort - Sunseeker - in Charlotte Harbor. It's currently 
under construction. 

This is the second announcement of new service to come at Sarasota-Bradenton in a week. On Thursday, Avelo 
Airlines announced it would launch service at the airport starting in January, with flights three times per week to 
New Haven, Connecticut. 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport was growing quickly before COVID-19, and that growth has exploded in 
2021. This year is already the busiest in the airport's history - it's on track to welcome more than 3 million 
passengers in 2021.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/10/allegiant-airlines-adds-flights-sarasota-bradenton-punta-gorda-airport/5551505001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/10/allegiant-airlines-adds-flights-sarasota-bradenton-punta-gorda-airport/5551505001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/21/sarasota-bradenton-airport-adds-nonstop-flight-new-haven-connecticut-avelo-airlines/6117312001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/21/sarasota-bradenton-airport-adds-nonstop-flight-new-haven-connecticut-avelo-airlines/6117312001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/21/sarasota-bradenton-airport-adds-nonstop-flight-new-haven-connecticut-avelo-airlines/6117312001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/21/sarasota-bradenton-airport-adds-nonstop-flight-new-haven-connecticut-avelo-airlines/6117312001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/18/sarasota-bradenton-airport-could-see-more-than-3-million-passengers-2021/8506526002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/18/sarasota-bradenton-airport-could-see-more-than-3-million-passengers-2021/8506526002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/18/sarasota-bradenton-airport-could-see-more-than-3-million-passengers-2021/8506526002/
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To deal with its exploding growth, Sarasota-Bradenton is planning several major expansions, including an 
expansion of the terminal, a central rental car facility and a new ground transportation center, among other 
things.  

Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune.  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-announces-flights-between-akron-ohio-and-southwest-
florida/8550775002/?a=a&utm_source=heraldtribune-
Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero&utm_content=FLORIDA-SARASOTA-NLETTER65  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/subscribenow
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-announces-flights-between-akron-ohio-and-southwest-florida/8550775002/?a=a&utm_source=heraldtribune-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero&utm_content=FLORIDA-SARASOTA-NLETTER65
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-announces-flights-between-akron-ohio-and-southwest-florida/8550775002/?a=a&utm_source=heraldtribune-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero&utm_content=FLORIDA-SARASOTA-NLETTER65
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-announces-flights-between-akron-ohio-and-southwest-florida/8550775002/?a=a&utm_source=heraldtribune-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero&utm_content=FLORIDA-SARASOTA-NLETTER65
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-announces-flights-between-akron-ohio-and-southwest-florida/8550775002/?a=a&utm_source=heraldtribune-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=hero&utm_content=FLORIDA-SARASOTA-NLETTER65
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STAFF REPORT

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Air 
announced Tuesday a new nonstop 
route to Akron, Ohio, from both Punta 
Gorda and Sarasota.

The new nonstop route to Akron-
Canton Airport from Punta Gorda 
Airport will operate twice weekly 
beginning March 2. The route from CAK 
to Sarasota Bradenton International 
Airport will begin the next day, also 
operating twice weekly.

“Whether leisure travelers are visiting 
friends and family or enjoying some 
of  the area’s outdoor activities, Punta 
Gorda remains one of  the most popular 
destinations in Allegiant’s network,” 
said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior 
vice president of  revenue and network 
planning, in a statement. “A lot of  our 
customers in Northeast Ohio have 
ties to the Charlotte County region, so 
this new route will provide them with 
a convenient, affordable option for 
planning their trips here.”

Allegiant’s announcement included 
new routes from Akron to St. Petersburg 
and Savannah, Georgia.

To celebrate, Allegiant is offering 
one-way fares on the new route starting 
at $59, but the flights must be purchased 
by Oct. 27 for travel by May 16, 2022.

For more information on dates and 
times, visit allegiant.com.

Allegiant 
adds Ohio 

route in 
Punta Gorda, 

Sarasota

FILE PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant Air is adding a route to Akron, 
Ohio from airports in Punta Gorda and 
Sarasota.
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BUSINESS

Allegiant Air on Tuesday an-
nounced it will start flying between
Akron, Ohio, and three Southwest
Florida airports in March.

The airline said it will begin service
to Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport on March 3, Punta Gorda Air-
port on March 2 and St. Pete-Clearwa-
ter International Airport on March 4.

To celebrate, the airline is offering
introductory one-way fares as low as
$59. 

Also included in Allegiant’s an-
nouncement was Savannah/Hilton
Head International Airport in Savan-
nah, Georgia. 

The Akron route will bump up the
total number of destinations at Sara-
sota-Bradenton International Airport
up to 52. Allegiant remains the largest
carrier at the airport with service to 26
destinations. 

Allegiant is also the dominant carri-
er at Punta Gorda Airport. John Red-
mond, president of Allegiant, told the
Herald-Tribune in August that Punta
Gorda was the company’s best per-
forming airport during COVID-19. 

Drew Wells, senior vice president of
revenue and network planning at Alle-
giant, said Sarasota-Bradenton has
been a strong market for the airline.

“Sarasota continues to prove itself
as a destination that provides warm
getaways where vacationers can enjoy
a variety of outdoor leisure activities,”
Wells said. 

Florida is a huge market for Alle-
giant. Redmond said the airline moves
8 million leisure passengers in and out
of Florida every year. The airline is
building its inaugural resort - Sun-
seeker - in Charlotte Harbor. It’s cur-
rently under construction. This is the
second announcement of new service
to come at Sarasota-Bradenton in a
week. On Thursday, Avelo Airlines an-
nounced it would launch service at the
airport in January, with flights three
times per week to New Haven, Con-
necticut. 

Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport was growing quickly before
COVID-19, and that growth has ex-
ploded in 2021. This year is already the
busiest in the airport’s history - it’s on
track to welcome more than 3 million
passengers in 2021. 

To deal with its exploding growth,
Sarasota-Bradenton is planning sever-
al major expansions, including an ex-
pansion of the terminal, a central rent-
al car facility and a new ground trans-
portation center, among other things. 

Allegiant
adding
service

An Allegiant Air jet arrives at
Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport.
DAN WAGNER/SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE 

Laura Finaldi Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK
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SYRACUSE N.Y. — Onondaga County’s aquarium feasibility study, done for the county’s aquarium 
proposal at Syracuse's Inner Harbor, included a section about the expanding Syracuse Hancock 
International Airport. 

“In the next two years, the airport will construct a new parking facility, new amenities, and a new 
Federal Inspection Station (FIS) that will allow for the airport to accommodate international flights,” 
the study said. 

CNY Central confirmed with airport officials who say the new design will allow the airport to accept 
larger commercial service international flights and bring the existing FIS in line with current 
standards. The airport is not in negotiations with airlines about international flights. 

It also mentioned a new airline and four new direct flights starting in November. Southwest Airlines 
will be the new addition and will offer flights to Baltimore/Washington and Orlando. Frontier and 
American Airlines are also starting service to Miami. 

According to the Syracuse Hancock International Airport Communications Team, the expansion of 
the airport is part of the 2021 Master Plan Update which is still in the initial stages and is expected to 
take 18 months to complete. 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/aquarium-study-reveals-ticket-prices-jobs-and-why-inner-harbor-was-chosen
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/aquarium-study-reveals-ticket-prices-jobs-and-why-inner-harbor-was-chosen
https://syrairport.org/2021-syr-master-plan-update/
https://syrairport.org/2021-syr-master-plan-update/


The airport’s communications team says before the upgrades, the airport has only been able to 
accept and process smaller international business or international general aviation aircrafts which 
clear customs monthly. 

Danny Liedka, the president and CEO of Visit Syracuse, said the more flights offered will help grow 
the area as a year-round destination. With the proposed aquarium and sports complex in Salina, he 
says that will give more reason to travel to Central New York. 

"This will be a world-class aquarium. It’s going to draw people from far away so from an economic 
standpoint this will drive a lot of tourism revenue into our local economy," he said. 

Liedka says the tourism industry is a $900 million in the county and employs 1 in 10 people. These 
new projects would bring that over a billion. 

He said it's not just the aquarium and sports complex that would utilize more flights. The 
international aspect would also be beneficial he says. 

"Universities will take advantage of that— without question for parents and families visiting their 
students," he said. 

SYR’s seasonal routes returning in October include: 

• Allegiant Air's nonstop service to Fort Lauderdale (FLL) 
• Allegiant Air's nonstop service to Orlando-Sandford ( SFB ) 
• Allegiant Air's nonstop service to Sarasota (SRQ) 
• Allegiant Air's nonstop service to Punta Gorda (PGD) 
• Frontier Airline's nonstop service to Tampa (TPA) 
• Frontier Airline's nonstop service to Fort Myers (RSW) 

Travelers at the airport Wednesday say new flights and international flights are good ideas. 

"Syracuse has a lot to offer. It’s just getting people to know what we have and getting them to come 
here and visit us. Spend their money," Judy Delaney, Syracuse, said. 
 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/onondaga-countys-aquarium-study-hints-at-syracuse-hancock-international-airport-expansions  

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/25-million-sports-complex-in-salina-could-help-revive-businesses-hit-by-the-pandemic
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/25-million-sports-complex-in-salina-could-help-revive-businesses-hit-by-the-pandemic
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/onondaga-countys-aquarium-study-hints-at-syracuse-hancock-international-airport-expansions
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/onondaga-countys-aquarium-study-hints-at-syracuse-hancock-international-airport-expansions


 

 

 

By Lightning Reports, Published: October 7, 2021 

Two airlines have added flights from Asheville Regional Airport to Minneapolis/St. Paul, including a 
Minnesota-based low-cost carrier that debuted its AVL service this week. 

Airport and airline officials and passengers celebrated Allegiant airline's inaugural flight to Minneapolis/St. 
Paul (MSP) Thursday with refreshments, prizes and a celebratory ribbon cutting. MSP is Allegiant's 16th 
nonstop flight option from AVL, and now operates twice weekly on Thursdays and Sundays. 

Allegiant now flies from AVL to these 16 cities: Austin, TX (AUS) — seasonal; Baltimore, MD (Washington 
D.C. area) (BWI); Boston, MA (BOS) — seasonal; Chicago, IL (MDW) — seasonal; Denver, Colorado 
(DEN) — seasonal; Destin, FL (VPS) — seasonal; Ft. Lauderdale, FL (FLL); Houston, TX (HOU); Las 
Vegas, NV (LAS); Minneapolis, MN (MSP); Newark, NJ (New York City, NY area) (EWR); Orlando 
(Sanford), FL (SFB); West Palm Beach (PBI), Ft. Myers/Punta Gorda, FL (PGD); Sarasota (SRQ); St. 
Petersburg/Clearwater, FL (PIE). Allegiant will begin service to Key West, FL (EYW) in November, its 
17th destination from AVL. 

Meanwhile, Sun Country Airlines, AVL's newest carrier, also began service to MSP. 

"Asheville and Western North Carolina now enjoy the most robust nonstop flight options than ever before, 
and it is exciting to welcome a new airline to our region," airport director Lew Bleiweis said. 
"Minneapolis/St. Paul is a destination that has been in our top-25 markets for many years, showing that 
there is a demand for air service. We’re excited to introduce Sun Country, a Minnesota-based airline, to 
travelers in our region." 
  

Sun Country Airlines currently operates a total of more than 95 routes across 65 exciting destinations in 
the United States, Mexico, Central America, and Caribbean. The new flight will operate twice weekly on 
Thursdays and Sundays. 
  
Sun Country’s customer experience includes free in-flight entertainment, complimentary non-alcoholic 
beverage service, a new mobile-friendly website with more self-service tools, and new interiors on each 
aircraft. The Sun Country service to Minnesota flies Thursday and Sunday. 
 

https://www.hendersonvillelightning.com/news/10916-avl.html  

https://www.hendersonvillelightning.com/news/10916-avl.html
https://www.hendersonvillelightning.com/news/10916-avl.html


 
 

 

 
 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority announces inaugural flights of the newest route from Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD) to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) via Allegiant and Sun Country Airlines. PGD staff on 
Oct. 8 welcomed Sun Country passengers arriving from MSP at 12:28 p.m. and Allegiant passengers arriving from 
MSP at 2:34 p.m. 

Both Allegiant and Sun Country flights are scheduled Mondays and Fridays October through January. During 
February, March and April both airlines have flights from PGD to MSP on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays. Both airlines offer different pricing, scheduling and amenities to offer passengers a variety of flexible 
options to choose from. 

“Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny southwest Florida. Travelers 
landing at our convenient airport can enjoy an array of outdoor activities surrounding Charlotte Harbor and can 
explore historic waterfront Punta Gorda to the beautiful Gulf beaches within a 45-minute drive,” said James W. 
Parish, Punta Gorda Airport CEO. 

Southwest Floridians traveling to MSP can take advantage of premium shopping, restaurant and entertainment 
options in the Twin Cities, St. Paul and Richfield. 

Flight days, times and fares can be found and booked online at suncountry.com and Allegiant.com. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21241857/charlotte-county-airport-authority-sun-country-and-allegiant-begin-serving-
minneapolis-from-pgd?utm_source=AIRB%20E-
Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211012006&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483
H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W  
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Sun Country Airlines is starting new nonstop seasonal service to seven airports and resuming nonstop service to 
four others from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport this spring. 
 
The new airports joining Sun Country's network are Buffalo (New York) Niagara International Airport (BUF), 
Burlington (Vermont) International Airport (BTV), Charleston (South Carolina) International Airport (CHS), 
Jacksonville (Florida) International Airport (JAX), Pittsburgh International Airport (PIT), Spokane (Washington) 
International Airport (GEG), and Vancouver International Airport (YVR), the Minneapolis-based airline announced 
Tuesday. “We’re excited to offer travelers affordable access to exciting new destinations including some of the 
most beautiful coastal towns on the East Coast, the Great Lakes, and Canada,” Sun Country Chief Revenue Officer 
Grant Whitney said in a statement. 
 
Sun Country (NASDAQ: SNCY) is continuing nonstop service from MSP to Armstrong New Orleans International 
Airport (MSY), Asheville (North Carolina) Regional Airport (AVL), Savannah/Hilton Head (Georgia) International 
Airport (SAV) and General Mitchell International Airport (MKE) in Milwaukee, Wis. 
 
“It is great to see Sun Country continue to grow its service to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport,” 
Metropolitan Airports Commission CEO Brian Ryks said in a statement. “These seven new and four returning 



routes provide great get-away options once the coming winter’s snow melts and people become eager to get out 
and travel again.” 
 
All but one of the routes (Asheville) are seasonal and will be offered in the spring and summer, with service set to 
begin or resume sometime between early April and mid-June. 
 
The airline is also extending its current schedule through early September 2022. 
 
Sun Country recently started running new seasonal nonstop routes for the fall to Asheville Regional Airport, Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, Punta Gorda Airport and Palm Beach International Airport in Florida 
and Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport near Mississippi's Gulf Coast from MSP. Asheville will now continue as a 
year-round route and New Orleans will temporarily pause over the winter and begin again in April. 
 
Next month, Sun Country is launching a new private car service that shuttles as many as four passengers from their 
home within 30 miles of MSP to the airport. 
 
With the latest additions, Sun Country will operate more than 100 routes at 80 airports in the U.S., Mexico, Central 
America, Canada and Caribbean, according to the airline. 
 

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/10/19/sun-country-service-seven-new-
airports.html  

https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/10/19/sun-country-service-seven-new-airports.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/10/19/sun-country-service-seven-new-airports.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2021/10/19/sun-country-service-seven-new-airports.html
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Allegiant announces a new nonstop route to St. Petersburg from Akron, Ohio, beginning March 4, 2022. To 
celebrate, the company is offering one-way fares on the new route as low as $59. 

“St. Pete-Clearwater is one of the most popular destinations in Allegiant’s network,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s 
senior vice president of revenue and network planning. “This new route will give our customers in Northeast Ohio 
an affordable, convenient travel option for their vacations to one of the hottest markets in Florida.” 

More than ever, travelers appreciate the convenience Allegiant provides by offering nonstop flights that get them 
directly to their destination, without the hassle of layovers or connections, Wells said. They also like the 
convenient access through smaller airports Allegiant serves in communities that have traditionally lacked 
commercial air service. 

The new nonstop route from Akron-Canton Airport (CAK) to St. Pete–Clearwater International Airport (PIE) will 
operate twice weekly. Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found only at Allegiant.com. 

The new routes from Akron-Canton Airport in Ohio include: 

1. Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning March 2, 2022 with one-way fares as low as 
$59.* 

2. Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – beginning March 3, 2022 with one-way 
fares as low as $59. 

3. Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV) – beginning March 3, 2022 with 
one-way fares as low as $59.* 

Allegiant offers a unique option to St. Pete-area travelers with low base airfare and savings on rental cars and 
hotels. Travelers can book their entire vacation with Allegiant for less. 

About the introductory one-way fares: 

Seats and dates are limited and fares are not available on all flights. Flights must be purchased by Oct. 27, 2021 for 
travel by May 16, 2022. Price displayed includes taxes, carrier charges & government fees. Fare rules, routes and 
schedules are subject to change without notice. Optional baggage charges and additional restrictions may apply. 
For more details, optional services and baggage fees, please visit Allegiant.com. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21243975/allegiant-airlines-allegiant-announces-new-nonstop-service-to-akron  
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Allegiant will soon return to the Akron-Canton Airport. 

The company announced four new nonstop flights to popular vacation destinations. The flights will begin 
in Spring 2022, just in time for those looking for a Spring Break getaway. 

The new routes include: 

• Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) - beginning March 3, 2022. 
• Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) - beginning March 3, 2022. 
• St. Petersburg, Florida via St. Pete- Clearwater International Airport (PIE) - beginning March 4, 

2022. 
• Savannah, Georgia via Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport (SAV) - beginning March 3, 

2022. 

Fares begin at $59. 
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Allegiant said in a press release that their travelers "like the convenient access through smaller airports 
Allegiant serves in communities that have traditionally lacked commercial air services." 

It's been about four years since Allegiant Air stopped passenger service to Youngstown. 

In July, Western Reserve Port Authority CEO John Moliterno said they were in talks with a number of 
airlines about services to the Valley. He said at the time, "Our hope is that we're able to put together an 
agreement with an airline and be able to make an announcement sometime this Fall about plans for 
2022." 

Following the announcement that Allegiant will return to Akron-Canton Airport, Moliterno told 21 News 
that the finalized deal has not deterred them from continuing their conversations with the airline. 

"We have not stopped working to convince Allegiant that routes flew out of Youngstown were very 
successful," said Moliterno. 

Moliterno said they are still in talks with Allegiant and had their last conversation with the airline just three 
weeks ago. 

21 News asked Allegiant if they had any plans to return to the Youngstown Regional Airport. They said 
"not at this time." 

https://www.wfmj.com/story/45056126/allegiant-returns-to-akroncanton-airport-with-new-nonstop-flights  
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Oct. 26—Allegiant Air on Tuesday announced it will start flying between Akron, Ohio, and three Southwest 
Florida airports in March. 

The airline said it will begin service to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport on March 3, Punta Gorda 
Airport on March 2 and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport on March 4. 

To celebrate, the airline is offering introductory one-way fares as low as $59. 

Also included in Allegiant's announcement was Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport in Savannah, 
Georgia. 

The Akron route will bump up the total number of destinations at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport up to 
52. Allegiant remains the largest carrier at the airport with service to 26 destinations. 

Allegiant is also the dominant carrier at Punta Gorda Airport. John Redmond, president of Allegiant, told 
the Herald-Tribune in August that Punta Gorda was the company's best performing airport during COVID-19. 

Drew Wells, senior vice president of revenue and network planning at Allegiant, said Sarasota- Bradenton has 
been a strong market for the airline. 

" Sarasota continues to prove itself as a destination that provides warm getaways where vacationers can enjoy a 
variety of outdoor leisure activities," Wells said. 

Florida is a huge market for Allegiant. Redmond said the airline moves 8 million leisure passengers in and out 
of Florida every year. The airline is building its inaugural resort — Sunseeker — in Charlotte Harbor. It's currently 
under construction. 

This is the second announcement of new service to come at Sarasota- Bradenton in a week. On Thursday, Avelo 
Airlines announced it would launch service at the airport starting in January, with flights three times per week 
to New Haven, Connecticut. 

Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport was growing quickly before COVID-19, and that growth has exploded in 
2021. This year is already the busiest in the airport's history — it's on track to welcome more than 3 million 
passengers in 2021. 

To deal with its exploding growth, Sarasota- Bradenton is planning several major expansions, including an 
expansion of the terminal, a central rental car facility and a new ground transportation center, among other 
things. 

Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune. 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21244090/allegiant-air-adding-new-flight-destination-at-sarasotabradenton-and-punta-
gorda?utm_source=AIRB%20E-
Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB211027005&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8483
H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W  
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10/27/21 

A new connection is coming to St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. 

Allegiant Airlines announced Tuesday that nonstop flights to and from Akron, Ohio will launch next year. 

Flights will start as low as $59 for a limited time, according to a media release. The route will operate twice a week 
beginning March 4. 

“St. Pete-Clearwater is one of the most popular destinations in Allegiant’s network,” Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior 
vice president of revenue and network planning, said in a statement. 

The Las Vegas-based airliner also announced it’s adding more routes connecting Akron to Florida and Georgia 
starting next year from the Punta Gorda Airport, Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport and Savannah/Hilton 
Head International Airport. 

https://www.tampabay.com/life-culture/entertainment/travel/2021/10/26/allegiant-to-add-nonstop-akron-route-from-st-pete-
clearwater/  
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