Local/Regional Press Coverage

ON THE MOVE

In Southwest Florida, you can rent everything from a
pontoon to a luxury yacht with a ful! crew.

ing a multi-million dollar remodel to

include an upgraded lobby, passen-

ger lounge and food marketplace.

So, you have arrived! Now it's time

to choose your chariot to ride in
style, whether by land or sea.
BY LAND •••

While you can, of course, cruise
confidently with options from the

national rental companies, such

as Hertz (which offers options

like a Porsche 911, Mercedes-Benz
G-Class and Tesla at its Fort Myers

Luxury Rentals out of Miami. They

rent and deliver to Naples models of

Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Rolls-Roy-

ces, McLarens, Bentleys ... Oh my.
BY SEA •••

Sometimes, even in the best of

worlds, renting is just a bette,r idea

than owning. Take boating, for exam-

ple. With all the privately owned

boats in the region and plenty of

brokerage firms, you can rent every-

thing from a pontoon to a full-on

yacht with crew, chefs and onboard

and Naples locations) and Enter-

watercraft. Yacht charter services

uars, just to name a few), for a more

days, weeks or longer-if you decide

prise (Aston Martins, Range Rovers,

Teslas, BMW convertibles and Jag-

bespoke experience try Prestige
292

companies like MarineMax and

SYC Yachts can set you up for hours,

you're staying put for season. mi
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Goodwill hiring
60 for three
store openings

Goodwin
Industries
oi
Southwest Florida is opening
three stores over the next three
months, and they are now hiring
to staff the new stores .
The Bonita Springs Good
will recently closed to move to
a new location on Bonita Beach
Road (next to the· Planet Fit
ness). The new location is more
accessible and has a better fl.ow
of shoppers. Plans are to open
the new Bonita Springs store
within the next week. with an
official ribbon-cutting ceremo
ny shortly thereafter. Shoppers
are advised to watch Goodwill
SWFL social media for exact
dates.
Goodwill on Del Prado
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Punta Gorda Airport wins FDOT's project of year

The Florida Department of Transportation named PGD's
Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension its 2021 Commercial Ser
vice Airport Project of the Year. The honor was bestowed to
PGD's CEO James W. Parish at the Florida Airports Council
Annual Conference held in Jacksonville.
Each year, the FDOT presents awards honoring superior
achievement in the categories of Aviation Professional of the
Year, Distinguished Aviation Service, Commercial Service
Airport of the Year, Commercial Service Airport Project of the
Year, General Aviation Airport of the Year, and General Avia
tion Airport Project of the Year.
In order to be considered for the Commercial Service Air
port Project of the·Year, the project had to.demonstrate a sig
nificant contribution to airport development, sustainability, ef
ficiency, capacity and/or safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD's
Master Plan as high-priority projects essential to the local econ
omy and to meeting the FAA's minimum service levels. By ex
tending Runway 15-33 by 593 feet to provide a length of 6,286
feet, PGD will be able to maintain existing air carrier operations
when Runway 4-22 is closed for rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority's innovative proj
ect team also incorporated essential safety and operational im
provements to maximize the airfield for all its users, including
general aviation pilots, on-site flight schools, medical air trans
port, charter services and public services. The Airport Author
ity partnered with Kimley-Hom on the engineering and design
and contracted with Ajax Paving Industries of Florida for the
construction.
"I am proud of how our team took a holistic approach to

project management. They worked together to implement ad
ditional safety improvements while maximizing resources,"
Parish said. ''The project also required close coordination with
federal and state funding partners, tenants, inspectors and con
tractors to ensure milestones, budgets and grant assurances
were met."
PGD's Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension project also in
cluded the following enhancements:
• Runway 15-33's improved design eliminated a known
FAA "hot spot'' at the intersection of Runway 9 and 15. For
decades Runways 9 and 15 were connected, posing collision/
runway incursion risks. The new design not only decoupled the
runways, it added Taxiway Connector El for safe and easy ac
cess to Runway 9.
• It also realigned Taxiway D to have a full 90-degree con
nection to Runway 4, which greatly improved visibility for pi
lots.
• Taxiway H was added as a connectorto the new extension,
and Taxiway A was realigned to run parallel with Runway 4-22.
• This project also included new blast pads to reduce erosion
from jet blast, and runway grooving and drainage improve
ments to reduce standing water.
• Approximately 14 acres of airfield wetlands were filled to
minimize wildlife attractants - resulting in a 50% reduction in
strike reports over similar timeframes in the previous two years.
• In addition, a T-Hangar access road was realigned to avoid
safety area encroachments due to revisions to the displaced
threshold for the Runway 15 End.
• At the Runway 33 End, a roadway was realigned to avoid
encroachment into the new Runway Protection Zone.
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Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch shares his campaign
agenda with supporters at his campaign kick-off event, held Sunday at the
American Legion Post 110 in Port Charlotte.

Charlotte commissioner Deutsch
announces bid for 4th term

C

harlotte County
Commissioner Stephen
R. Deutsch announced
his run for re-election at his
campaign kick-off at the
American Legion Post 110 in
Port Charlotte on Sunday.
More than 100 supporters
were on hand to hear
endorsements from union
leaders, veterans and officials.
Deutsch has been on the
commission for 12 years.

Right: Charlotte County
Airport Authority
Commissioner James
Herston and Jay Hemingway,
Post 110 commander.

Cecilia Zeis, Marcia James, Pam Brown and
Beth Skillings at the sign-in table.
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OUR VIEW

Airport
Authority’s
decision is
disappointing
OUR POSITION: The Charlotte County Airport
Authority’s decision to evict a business is difﬁcult to swallow despite some solid reasons
for their actions.
or years, Charlotte County government
and the Charlotte County Airport
Authority have worked to lure industry
here that offers good jobs, paying more than
minimum wage. It has been a long-stated goal
for a county that likes to brag it is “open for
business.”
That’s why it is so disappointing the
Airport Authority board voted 4-1 Wednesday
to evict Gulf Contours — a business that has
been on airport property for 20 years.
The reasons given sound logical. And, they
probably made good business sense. Board
members claim the owner of Gulf Contours,
Jerry Goin, had problems keeping up with his
rent.
“He would get behind in rent and then
catch up,” Kathleen Coppola, the longest-tenured board member said. “And he does not
pay his county taxes.”
But, even more important, the location of
his business is badly needed to expand the
fuel farm. And, when all is said and done, it is
the need for fuel storage by Allegiant Airlines
that is the real culprit. Allegiant is offering
to pay for a storage facility for 60,000 more
gallons of fuel it expects to need as business
grows, according to Airport Authority CEO
James Parish.
“This all started about six years ago,”
Parish said. “When general aviation moved,
the fuel that fuels Allegiant had to be brought
across taxiways. We gave (Goin) a two-year
lease and then extended it a year. He came
back and wanted another two years.”
Parish said his location is now needed for
the fuel storage.
When you talk to Goin, however, you get a
different feel for how it all came down.
“When the economy crashed in 2008 I did
get behind in rent,” he admits. “But I always
paid up. Unlike some businesses that have
left and never paid what they owed, I do and I
don’t owe anything now. And I pay my county
taxes in payments. I worked that out with the
county so I wouldn’t have to pay with one big
check”.
And how about trying to ﬁnd another location during the lease extension he was given?
Well, Goin will tell you, it’s not the kind of
business you can load up in a pickup truck
and move. There are maybe only one or two
areas in Charlotte County that can accommodate the electric load his business requires.
“I have a million dollars worth of equipment and we require 460 to 480 volts of electricity,” he explained. “And our equipment is
22 feet high.”
Goin said he has explored moving to Fort
Myers or Sarasota counties but he lives here
and has built a good business here for 20
years — paying 14 employees from $30,000 a
year up to $50,000 a year. He said besides the
expense of moving, some of those employees
would leave before making the drive to
Sarasota or Fort Myers.
“I’ve talked to people about buying the
business and looked at joining with another
company,” he said. “But just when it looked
like it might work, the Covid hit and the talks
stopped.”
The board increased Goin’s rent by 50% for
now and said he would be evicted — no one
set a date that we know of.
This is one of those situations where you
can see both sides. It’s easy to be sympathetic
to a 79-year-old man who has built a successful business only to get kicked out.
We wish the board, and/or Goin, could have
come up with a better alternative.
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Miller, Price to co-chair Campaign Cabinet
Forty elite community
leaders banded together in 2019
to join the Inaugural Campaign
Cabinet for United Way of
Charlotte County (UWCC).
While UWCC had a Campaign
Cabinet many, many years
before my time here, I cannot
claim credit for the recreation
of this strategic movement.
Almost four years ago,
Board Member Bill Wood
came to me with the idea to
form a Campaign Cabinet.
He connected us with the
Campaign Chair of the United
Way of the Virginia Peninsula.
They were very helpful in
sharing what their strategies
were and guidelines to launch
a Campaign Cabinet.
The UWCC staff and board
of directors invited a group of
dedicated individuals willing
to speak to the good work that
can be accomplished when we
mobilize in unison, and our
Campaign Cabinet has soared

Punta Gorda Airport. They
have both served on the
Campaign Cabinet for the past
two years and are excited to
lead this group to another
successful year of outreach
and growth.
“The United Way of
Charlotte County, along with
ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
their community partners, are
United Way of
changing the lives of so many
Charlotte County
Charlotte County families in
need,” said Julie Price. “I am
honored to be part of such a
since then. Every year, people
remarkable organization. This
like you inspire those in our
organization has the ability to
community to widen their
connect the dots of the many
perspectives, to invest in our
great charities and services
collective future and to act for
available in our community
a brighter tomorrow.
to transform local lives. Our
As we begin our third
Campaign Cabinet is a unique
year, I proudly introduce our
blend of community residents
2021-2022 Campaign Cabinet
Co-Chairs, Julie Price, Director with a vast array of talents,
that come together to share
of Physician Outreach,
Bayfront Health Port Charlotte resources and challenge each
other to achieve our yearly
and Punta Gorda, and
goals. We accomplish more
Kaley Miller, Marketing and
when we work together and
Communications Manager,

we would love to expand our
team!”
Kaley Miller stated, “We’ll
explore and leverage more
fun in-person opportunities to
connect and raise awareness.
We are going to make a big
impact in a short timeframe,
plus we’re doing our best to
make it fun. I whole heartedly
believe the United Way of
Charlotte County and its
community collaborations
are helping stop the cycle of
poverty in Charlotte County.
This has proven potential to
save time and money in our
healthcare system, schools and
partner agencies. Anyone that
has a heart for our community
and a few extra hours each
month to spare is invited to
join us. Whether it’s giving
your time, or treasure, we hope
you’re inspired by UWCC’s
mission.”
We are grateful for the
volunteer powerhouse that

is our Campaign Cabinet. If
you would like to learn more
about United Way of Charlotte
County, please consider sitting
in on our Campaign Cabinet
training scheduled from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Wednesday. There is
no obligation, but we would be
happy to meet you and for you
to learn more about us. See if
this is a good ﬁt for you. Please
call our office 941-627-3539 or
email info@unitedwayccﬂ.org
for more information.
For more information about
United Way of Charlotte
County’s mission: Mobilizing
the power of our community
to break the cycle of poverty,
please contact Angie
Matthiessen, the executive
director of United Way of
Charlotte County. She can
be reached at director@
unitedwayccﬂ.org or at 941-6273539.
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Punta Gorda Airport introduces
photo spot at Bailey Terminal
Thanks to the Charlotte County Airport Authority’s partnership with the
Arts & Humanities Council of Charlotte
County, Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD) has a new colorful photo
op spot for passengers to capture a selfie and share on social media.
Local artist Larry E. Palmer painted
a Charlotte Harbor sunset mural on a
10-foot wall in the corridor that connects ticketing and baggage claim in
Bailey Terminal. The scene is completed
with two bar-height Adirondack chairs
sourced from Ocean Isles Outdoor, live
greenery provided by TROPEX and a
full-color PGD logo installed by Monarch Direct.
The photo op spot was envisioned
and facilitated by the Art In Public
Places Program Project Coordinator
Leigha Murray, and is available to the
public and travelers alike. It is located
in the middle of the window-facing
corridor that connects ticketing and
baggage claim, just south of the Flybrary. Adjacent automatic doors make
exterior access easy, and parking in the
short-term lot across the street is free
for the first hour.
“The idea is to create an iconic spot
for PGD travelers to take a photo,” said
PGD’s CEO James W. Parish. “We hope
it will create a lasting memory and
reminder of their journey to Southwest
Florida.”
Photo takers are encouraged to

“The idea is to create an iconic
spot for PGD travelers to take a
photo. We hope it will create a
lasting memory and reminder
of their journey to Southwest
Florida.”
— James W. Parish,
CEO, PGD
“check in” on social media with the
hashtags #FlyPGD and #PGDSmize,
and tag @PuntaGordaAirport on Facebook, @PuntaGordaAir on Twitter and
Fly_PGD on Instagram. Since masks
are still required inside Bailey Terminal,
airport staff is encouraging passengers
to smile with their eyes — a recent term
coined as a “smize” or “smizing.”
Mr. Palmer’s handiwork was already
visible at PGD, as his colorful nature-focused paintings adorn the walls in the
corridor and ticketing area as part of
the Council’s AIPP. Mr. Palmer, who has
been painting since he was 12 years old,
donated his time to create the sunset
photo op mural.
“It was an honor to help create such
a beautiful space where travelers can
capture a lasting memory,” he said. ■

PUNTA GORDA — We’re hearing from a Punta Gorda man in the middle of a fight to save his business.
Jerry Goin runs Gulf Contours, a vinyl manufacturer. He’s been leasing space from the Punta Gorda
Airport, but last week the Airport Authority Board told him he has until the end of the month to get out.
Goin has been has been making vinyl products in a warehouse on the airport's property for more than 20
years. It’s full of giant, larger than life machines. Machines that now have to be out of there by the end of
the month.
“We can’t just drive a pickup truck here and move," said Goin.
Goin said, because of his company's space and electricity requirements, there isn’t another building to
move into even if they wanted to leave.
“We have searched Charlotte County for an alternate location, and frankly there isn’t any," said Goin.
Goin said his business is getting evicted because the Airport Authority needs the space in his building to
store more fuel tanks, as Allegiant Airlines expands its operations at the Punta Gorda Airport.
“The idea that putting all these people out of work for a storage building, or storage, doesn’t make much
sense to me," said Goin.
At an emergency meeting of the Airport Authority Board last week, member Vanessa Oliver said it didn’t
make much sense to her either.
“The result will eliminate a source of supplemental income, reduce manufacturing on airport-owned
lands, and most importantly, eliminate 14 Charlotte County jobs," said Oliver during the meeting.
But her colleagues, including board member Robert Hancik, didn’t agree.
“It’s been in our master plan to clear that thing out of there. I’ve been in their building, and quite frankly
it’s a, my opinion, it’s a junk building," said Hancik during the meeting.
Goin said, his only hope at this point is to appeal to the board one more time to get a lease extension. He's
asking for one more year to find a new location to move to.
“Hopefully they’ll be agreeable to extending it," said Goin.
Goin will be going before the Board again Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. to make one final plea for a
lease extension for his business.
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/company-fighting-not-to-be-evicted-by-punta-gorda-airport
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Tourism, flights up despite COVID-19 surge
Tourist tax up 70%
in July compared
to a year earlier
By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

Despite the current COVID
surge, the number of visitors
coming to Southwest Florida
has increased, according to
local tourism officials.
“Our tourism numbers
continue to do well,” said
Sean Doherty, tourism
director for Punta Gorda/
Englewood Beach Visitor

Convention
Bureau.
Doherty
said tourist
development
tax ﬁgures for
July showed a
70% increase
DOHERTY compared
to July 2020.
Preliminary reports for August
“are looking pretty strong as
well,” he added.
Year to date, the tax is up
37.7% versus 2020, Doherty
said, indicating “not only
how our hotels and vacation
homes are faring but also how
our restaurants, attractions

and other hospitality-related
businesses are being positively
affected by the dollars our
visitors are spending on our
destination.”
Doherty said the VCB has
planned a marketing campaign and has entered into
a “co-op with Visit Florida
which received a $5 million
federal grant which they will
use to subsidize 80% of the
campaign.”
He said Allegiant Airline
ﬂights “have been trending in
a very positive direction for
several months now.”
SEE TOURISM, 5A

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Beachgoers enjoy the sun and sand at Englewood Public Beach
on Wednesday. Tourism numbers are good, officials say.
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TOURISM
FROM PAGE 1A

Punta Gorda Airport Public
Information Officer Kaley Miller said
the passenger counts have exceeded
2019 numbers.
According to the latest ﬂight statistics
from PGD, June, July and August this
year had 141,728, 161,248, and 98,296
ﬂights, respectively.
In 2020 for those same three months,
there were 93,767, 91,437, and 60,506
ﬂights.
This year also beat out the pre-pandemic summer of 2019, when June
ﬂights stood at 134,598, July at 146,788,
and August at 98,060.
Visitors coming through the airport
generally spend their dollars locally,
helping to boost restaurant, bar, hotel,
and entertainment venues, Doherty
noted.
“Sales were up this summer,” said
Angie Hunter, manager at the Village
Fish Market in Fishermen’s Village.
Hunter said it was difficult to compare
them to last year, since restaurants were
ordered closed in March and were shut
down for several months.
Restaurant owners Sue and Nick
Randall have plans to reopen their La
Fiorentina restaurant on U.S. 41 South
in Punta Gorda, said Hunter, adding she
did not know when the reopening would
take place.
Earlier, the Randalls cited a labor
shortage preventing them from staffing
their other restaurant.
One local hotel general manager,
Archie Stringﬁeld, said Springhill
Suites Punta Gorda Harborside had a
94% occupancy rate last August, but the
guests weren’t tourists.
“They were health care workers,” he
explained.
Sent to the area by the Florida
Department of Health to conduct testing, many health care workers stayed at
hotels in Punta Gorda, Stringﬁeld said.
However, this August, although
occupancy was “down slightly” from a
year ago, the hotel was still doing a fair
amount of business, he said.
Sarasota faced other problems beside
COVID-19, according to Virginia Haley,
president of the Sarasota Convention
and Visitors Bureau.
“It is difficult to separate the impacts
on the surge on the August numbers,
because we don’t have all of the numbers plus it occurred when there were a
number of other factors going on,” she
said.
Haley said the fact that schools
returned to a regular start date,

SUN FILE PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Passengers deplane an Allegiant flight
at Punta Gorda Airport.
compounded with the area having “red
tide present to some degree on all of our
beaches at the same time, at the start of
the surge and the surge itself,” caused
some to stay away from the area.
Haley said she has some reports
indicating “there were some meeting
groups that have moved their dates to
later in the year.”
Recently, Florida travel-industry leaders met to discuss the state’s tourism
economy.
They expect the surge in COVID-19 to
cause only a brief slowdown.
On Wednesday, at the Diplomat Beach
Resort in Hollywood, the Visit Florida
Board of Directors approved plans for
the state’s tourism marketing arm to
apply for a $14.8 million federal grant
to help the state try to attract travelers
from other parts of the U.S.
The money is tied to $3 billion in
grants made available in July through
the U.S. Department of Commerce’s
Economic Development Administration.
At the marketing conference, it was
revealed travel to Florida from other
states was 223.4% higher in the second
quarter of 2021 than during the same
three-month period in 2020.
Visit Florida President Dana Young
said domestic travel from April 1
through June 30 was 6% higher than in
the same period of 2019.
During the second quarter, the state
attracted 31.7 million domestic and
international visitors during the second
quarter of 2021, an overall 2.2% below
where the state was in 2019.
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Manufacturing company gets lease extension
Airport Authority
reverses earlier
decision to
end tenancy

Gorda Airport’s industrial park
for more than two decades.
He was given a one-year
extension during a Charlotte
County Airport Authority
meeting Thursday, despite a
majority of the commissioners
denying a renewal two weeks
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
ago at an emergency session.
“We’ve been in this for
STAFF WRITER
22 years, and to see it end
PUNTA GORDA — Jerry Goin overnight was pretty heartsaid he can ﬁnally take a breath breaking,” Goin told The Daily
after airport commissioners
Sun. “I guess I can take a deep
granted a lease extension for
breath now and go forward.”
his manufacturing company at
Since the emergency session,
Punta Gorda Airport.
Goin said he has heard from
Goin’s custom cabinet
multiple buyers that could help
business, Gulf Contours, has
him vacate the building, located
operated out of the Punta
at 7500 Golf Course Blvd.

“We are discussing maybe a
merger, acquisition or something like that with a couple of
people (but) I don’t think they’d
appreciate being brought forth
at this time,” Goin said. “We’ve
also been contacted by other
counties to possibly relocate
and some developments there
and we are exploring that.”
Airport Chief Executive
Officer James Parish and the
airport’s lawyer, Darol Carr,
have been trying to end the
lease with Gulf Contours
since 2017, citing that the area
is really intended for ﬁlling
12-14 fuel tankers a day.
SEE AIRPORT, 3B

Jerry Goin
started Punta
Gorda business
Gulf Contours
Custom Cabinets
with wife Janet
nearly two
decades ago. The
Charlotte County
Airport Authority
granted him a
lease renewal
Thursday
despite a
majority of the
commissioners
denying it only
two weeks ago.
SUN FILE PHOTO
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so important that we support
them and I’m really happy
that the board turned around
FROM PAGE 1B
and decided to not evict this
company.”
At Thursday’s meeting,
At Thursday’s meeting,
however, Parish said he would
Commissioner Rob Hancik
proceed with negotiations for
said he thought “the solution
the extension based on the
commissioners’ input to renew. with the cabinet company is a
Negotiations will begin once good one.”
Punta Gorda resident Mike
Carr, who was not present at
Redeheaver
spoke on behalf of
the meeting, returns to town.
Parish said they would have the company, saying he’s been
a contract brought back before a customer for 10 years.
“Your action is going to put
the Airport Authority next
14 people out of work but it’s
month.
not just 14 people, there are
Commissioner Vanessa
spouses and children,” he told
Oliver was the only board
commissioners.
member to vote in favor of
Gulf Contours employee
renewing the company’s lease
Nicole Griffin, a mother of
at the emergency meeting.
four, told The Daily Sun she
She told The Daily Sun she
was grateful for the commiswas happy the rest of the
sioners’ decision.
board reversed their previous
“I did not know what I was
decision.
going to do tomorrow if they
“This is a manufacturing
didn’t extend it,” she said.
company in Charlotte County
“Jerry and Janet are not just
that gives good jobs to good
in the business, they are (also)
people,” she said. “I think it’s

AIRPORT

family and they’ve helped me
out so much tremendously.”
Gulf Contours manufactures
thermofoil cabinet components, such as cabinet doors,
shelves and other cabinet pieces, and has become a major
supplier nationwide, especially
for motorhome developers and
closet companies.
To design those pieces, Goin
has several large, industrial-sized machines that require
more than 20 feet of height and
just as much space in width.
He said those machines would
be difficult to relocate.
“We can’t just move overnight with the size of the
equipment,” Goin said. “We’re
pretty heavy duty over there.
The cost for moving is astronomical, along with the time
needed, so we have got our
work cut out for us.”
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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OUR VIEW

Airport
Authority
decision is
best for all
involved
OUR POSITION: The Punta Gorda Airport
Authority made a good move by relenting
and giving Gulf Contours owner Jerry
Goin a year’s lease to work out the future
of his business.
he ball’s in Jerry Goin’s court now.
The Punta Gorda Airport
Authority reversed an earlier
decision and gave Goin a one-year
extension on his Gulf Contours business
lease on airport property. The goal is that
another year will give Goin time to ﬁnd a
partner, a new location or some alternative
to exit the building he is in that is needed
to expand the airport’s fueling capabilities.
Goin’s business is rather unique in the
products it produces — thermofoil cabinet
components such as shelves and cabinet
doors that are shipped nationwide to be
used in motor homes and closets. In the
ﬁrst meeting with the board Goin talked
about the high ceilings he needed in a
facility to ﬁt his equipment into and the
large electric load he needed. He said
that made it difficult to ﬁnd a location in
Charlotte County to move to.
Goin had found a supporter in the
board’s newest member, Vanessa Oliver,
who made the original motion to extend
the businesses lease in order to save
14 high-paying jobs and not put a man
out of business who had been a part of
Charlotte County for 22 years. That motion
was never seconded. Board members
complained that Goin was often late paying
his rent and even had trouble paying his
county taxes.
All of that fell by the wayside last week,
however, as board members reconsidered
the situation.
“I always said if there was a more
reasonable motion I would support it,”
Airport Authority board member Rob
Hancik said. “Vanessa’s original motion
was for two years. She changed that, and I
seconded it (Thursday).
“I felt at the ﬁrst meeting that Goin
was calling me a liar when he said he did
not know about two workshops I tried to
schedule to get things straightened out.
But I had called and emailed him.
“It became evident though that he
cannot get out of his building in a hurry.
So we went with one year.”
Goin told board members he has
multiple parties interested in buying or
partnering with him in the business.
“We are discussing maybe a merger,
acquisition or something like that with
a couple of people,” Goin told board
members. “We’ve also been contacted by
other counties to possibly relocate ... and
we are exploring that.”
Goin’s plight drew much interest from
members of the community who were very
much concerned about the 14 employees
who would be losing their jobs. Most all of
them make higher-end wages.
Nicole Griffin, a mother of four and an
employee of Gulf Contours, said she “did
not know what I was going to do tomorrow
if (the board) did not extend the lease,”
according to a Daily Sun story by Betsy
Calvert.
This solution was a good one. Board
members, frustrated by lease extensions in
the past, felt the time had come for Goin to
move. Goin, and his supporters, believed
the jobs and beneﬁts they bring by having
a high-proﬁle manufacturing business
in Charlotte County deserved more
consideration from the board.
Now, it’s up to Goin what happens next.
He has one year to move, ﬁnd a partner or
some other solution. It’s an opportunity he
cannot afford to waste.

T
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Tourism has bright future in Charlotte County
The Punta Gorda/
Englewood Beach Visitor &
Convention Bureau hosts
an annual luncheon each
year to celebrate the value
of tourism for Charlotte
County and recognize select
industry partners who have
worked hard to make positive
contributions to the local
tourism industry. This year’s
theme for the event, which
took place the ﬁrst week of
May during National Tourism
Week, was “The Future is
Bright.”
While we were, and still are,
navigating our way through
the pandemic as an industry
and a community, we feel the
theme was appropriate as
we are optimistic Charlotte
County is well positioned to
attract a healthy volume of
visitors who will continue to
support our growing economy
and the jobs that come with it.
The bureau is funded
through the bed tax, or
tourist development tax,
which is levied on visitors
spending less than six months
in a hotel, vacation home
rental, RV park, etc. These

SEAN DOHERTY
Charlotte County
Tourism Director

dollars are then utilized
to market the Charlotte
Harbor Gulf Island Coast
to potential future visitors
with the goal of generating
expenditures not only for
the area hotels and other
lodging establishments but
for many other hospitalityrelated businesses such as
restaurants, attractions and
retail establishments that rely
on visitors for their ﬁnancial
well-being.
Although many destinations
around the country continue
to struggle economically
from a tourism standpoint,
Charlotte County, along
with many of our in-state

counterparts, has beneﬁted
through strategic leisure
travel marketing as well as
a focus on sports tourism
business such as youth
baseball and softball
tournaments. As Charlotte
County is primarily
an outdoor recreation
destination, our marketing
messaging highlighting these
natural assets has resonated
with potential visitors with
a pent-up desire to travel to
a location where they could
feel safe. In addition, staff
at our county sports venues
worked diligently to enact
sensible safety protocols
allowing us to welcome back
a variety of sporting events
to the destination generating
signiﬁcant economic impact
while supporting numerous
jobs.
To put things in perspective,
our most recent TDT
collections, which are a
primary barometer of visitor
expenditures, indicated an
increase of 70% this July
in comparison to July 2020.
Moreover, year to date TDT
is up by 37.7% versus 2020.

One important thing to
consider in addition to this
immediate economic windfall
is that looking ahead these
stark increases represent
a large pool of ﬁrst-time
visitors which we now have
the opportunity to market to
in the near future for repeat
visitation.
But how does tourism
beneﬁt the average Charlotte
County resident? It’s not
just through direct economic
impact and hospitality
industry jobs. As mentioned
before, tourism marketing
efforts are funded solely
through tourist development
taxes, so this investment
is entirely paid for by our
visitors. In addition, due to
local tax contributions from
tourists, each household’s
tax liability is reduced by an
average of over $700 annually.
Lastly, visitor expenditures
contribute signiﬁcantly to
the local option 1% sales
tax. These collections
have contributed to the
development of a variety
of quality of life, public
safety and infrastructure

projects over the years,
including the Centennial Park
recreation center and pool,
the new sailing center at Port
Charlotte Beach Park, a public
safety digital radio system, the
widening of Olean Boulevard
and expansion of the jail’s
medical wing, just to name a
few.
Looking ahead, we are
excited about what’s in store.
With the impending opening
of Sunseeker Resort, the
expansion of Allegiant Air
routes into Punta Gorda
Airport, the continued
development of Babcock
Ranch and the Murdock
Village areas, among a
number of other projects,
the sky’s the limit and the
future of tourism in Charlotte
County truly is bright.
Readers may reach Tourism
Director Sean Doherty at Sean.
Doherty@CharlotteCountyFL.
gov.
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Students flock to Charlotte Technical
College’s airplane mechanics program
Local leaders attend
program’s grand reveal
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Their numbers may be dwindling at college, but the good news
about young students is that they
are showing up to learn airplane
mechanics at Charlotte Technical
College.
Hundreds of local dignitaries and
dozens of students gathered Friday
at the Punta Gorda Airport for the
grand reveal of Charlotte Technical
College’s Aviation Maintenance
Technician School.
“This is different for us,”
said Charlotte County Schools
Superintendent Steve Dionisio. “We
don’t usually build programs not on
our property … This was taking a
chance for a school board.
“It took everybody from the state
to the school board to really buy
into this,” he said. “Initially, we
were a little concerned we wouldn’t
be able to ﬁnd the students.”
But by the time the program
started in mid-August, they had
more than enough. The word was
out, in state and out.
SEE STUDENTS, 8C

SUN PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Chris Ferrentino and Keegan Cox discuss details about the wind intake system
with Mick Thorstenson, a private pilot, at the grand reveal of Charlotte Technical
College’s Aviation Maintenance Technician School at the Punta Gorda Airport.
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Kay Tracy, Frank Matos, Carla Nix, Danny Nix and
Eric Loche at the grand reveal of Charlotte Technical
College’s Aviation Maintenance Technician School
on Friday.

SUN PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

Airplane Frame and Power Plant students at the Punta Gorda Airport and Charlotte Technical College. From
left: Isaac White, Grayson Leonard, Michael Smith and Michael Zucco. All are from Punta Gorda. Behind
them is a donated Boeing jet engine that they use for study and practice.
of parts to the donated
Boeing jet engine. It’s
SUN PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY
for an Airbus, he said,
FROM PAGE 1C
but not as big an Airbus
State and local elected officials, along with those in
Today,
the
school
has
as Allegiant Airlines
the aviation, education and business communities,
enrolled
50
students
ﬂies into Punta Gorda
listen to speakers at the grand reveal of the Aviation
in the 18-month, postAirport, he said.
Maintenance Technician School hosted by Charlotte
high school program.
Many of the students
Technical College at the Punta Gorda Airport.
Another 21 seniors in
Friday said they heard
Charlotte County schools about the program
are taking the required
when they were younger
preliminary courses this students, but it had not
year to join the program started yet. They were
next year, staff said.
ready when the doors
Most are local, but some opened.
are from out of state.
“I think it’s an
Many students
excellent opportunity for
attended the festivities
all the students,” student
Friday, all wearing
Colton Kolenda said. “I
matching orange shirts
always liked working
and all eager to show off with my hands.”
the large airplane parts
Several of the students
they are working with
are young women, who
inside the hangar.
say they feel welcomed.
“I didn’t think engines
“We just have a great
were that big until I
time,” said Julia Fischer,
saw this,” said student
19. She had already spent
Michael Smith, as he
a year at the University
pointed out the myriad
of Florida in Gainesville,
studying chemical
engineering. But there
was nothing hands on.
Her father was
scouting out the airplane
mechanics program for
her boyfriend, she said,
and now they are both
attending. She loves
learning how to use
basic tools, she said,
which she never learned
as a girl.
“This hands-on
experience is way better
than engineering,” she
said.

STUDENTS

SUN PHOTO BY STEVE LINEBERRY

Jesse Vencebi, Aviation Maintenance Technician
School student, shows his daughter, Valora, the
instrument panel on the Engine Stand Control.
When she ﬁnishes
the program, she said,
she’ll probably go into
an avionics program,
which focuses on the
electronics and airplane
instruments, she said.
A college degree might
come down the line, she
said, but she ﬁrst hopes
to work for an airline,
maybe in a bigger city
like Atlanta.
Wherever students

want to go, the market is
waiting for them.
Tuition and supplies
for the program total
about $5,800, but as
a community college
program, the scholarship
options are extensive,
staff said.
Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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Chamber unveils Leadership Charlotte Class of 2022
We had an outstanding
turnout last Thursday night
at the Charlotte Harbor Event
and Conference Center for our
Leadership Charlotte Class of
2022 Reception. There were
more than 120 Leadership
Charlotte alumni whooping
and hollering, welcoming the
new incoming class. Nicholas
Worden, class chair with
Charlotte State Bank & Trust,
and Cheyenne Young, class cochair with Wotitzky, Wotitzky,
Ross, McKinley & Young PA,
did a phenomenal job ushering
in the class.
Congratulations to the
Leadership Charlotte Class of
2022: Adrienne Andreae (Re/
Max Harbor Realty), Rose
Askew-Hergenhan (Associate
Member, Retired), Cristin
Beverly (Crossed Keys Realty),
Eric Burke (Charlotte County
Sheriff’s Office), Christine
Carey (Valerie’s House), Teresa
Da Costa (Ashley, Brown &
Smith, CPA’s), Gwen Day
(Fawcett Memorial Hospital),
John Elias (Charlotte County
Public Works), Dr. Christina
Gonzalez (Private Practice),

BOB WHITE
Charlotte County Chamber

John Heck, Jr. (Charlotte
County Sheriff’s Office), BJ
Jones (Michael Saunders
& Company), David Lane
(Charlotte County Clerk of
the Circuit Court and County
Comptroller), Ray Laroche
(Charlotte County Airport
Authority), Ryan Lybeck
(Ambitrans Ambulance), Nicole
Peet (Farr Law Firm), Cam
Pennant (Charlotte County),
Kimberly Phillips (Visual
Arts Center), Barbara Roche
(Port Charlotte Town Center),
Becca Eldredge (The Loveland
Center), Kimberly Rubino (The
McCrory Law Firm), Callie
Stahl (Peace River Wildlife
Center), Diana Uebelacker
(Busy Bee Cabinets), Sean

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce unveiled the 2022 Leadership Charlotte Class.
Walter (Charlotte County/
Punta Gorda/Englewood
Beach Visitor & Convention
Bureau), Greg Winkler
(Florida Southwestern College/
Collegiate High School) and
Omar Zucco (The Daily Sun).
The Leadership Charlotte
Class of 2022 is about to
embark on a journey to gain an
amazing one-of-a-kind, behindthe-scenes education about
Charlotte County, work collaboratively to leave a legacy and
develop life-long friendships.

We wish them the very best
over the next nine month
and encourage them to truly
embrace their experience.
96th Annual Meeting
Luncheon: Noon-1:30 p.m. Oct.
1 at the Charlotte Harbor Event
and Conference Center. All
members are highly encouraged to attend. Visit our website
at charlottecountychamber.org
to register or call the chamber
office at 941-627-2222.
Business Card Exchange:
5 p.m.-7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.

23, at Beef O’Brady’s, 24901
Sandhill Blvd., Punta Gorda
(Deep Creek location). Bring
plenty of business cards and a
gift to promote your business.
Networking at Noon:
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 13 at
Village Fish Market, 1200 W.
Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda
(center court — Fishermen’s
Village). Reservations and
meal selections are required.
Register on our website or call
the chamber office.
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1940s playground pole
gets preserved in Punta Gorda
Merry-go-round
pole ‘a relic’ from
Black community
rec center

and the pole was seen as a
relic from the days of ‘The Rec’
playground.”
The Rec was an old
recreation center used by the
area’s Black community for 20
years until it was destroyed by
Hurricane Donna in 1960.
Martha Bireda, a longtime
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
area resident, and Blanchard
STAFF WRITER
House executive director, said
PUNTA GORDA — Punta
The Rec was the result of “selfGorda preserved a piece of
help” efforts by four women in
history recently, relocating a
the community — Margie Neal,
merry-go-round pole that dates Loreen Hughes, Gertha Brown
back to the 1940s.
and Earthleen Crump — who
The pole, which had also
formed a committee to provide
been thought to be a maypole,
a play area for Black children.
was located on private property
Bireda said the land for The
on the corner of Dupont Street Rec was originally donated to
and Charlotte Avenue in the
the community by the city.
city’s Historic District.
An old barracks was then
City staff moved the pole to
moved to the land from the
its new location at the Cooper
Punta Gorda Airport. The four
Street Recreation Center in
women repaired the building
early September for future
and formed a group called the
preservation.
“Team Timer Club.”
“The board at the Blanchard
“(Preserving the pole) lets
House Museum discussed
future generations know the
saving the pole years ago,”
history of how recreation
said Scot Shively, who led the
opportunities for African
relocation initiative. “There
Americans evolved throughout
are very few items from (the
the self-help agency in the
historic) neighborhood that
community,” Bireda said.
has survived over the years
Shively said the idea to

move the pole was “simply
to preserve at least one small
piece of history before it ended
up in a dumpster.”
“I’m sure the current owners
of the property (on Dupont
Street) had no idea what was
originally located there, and
possibly didn’t even know the
pole was there,” he said.
The merry-go-round pole’s
new home is located on the
Mary Street side of the Cooper
Street Recreation Center, 650
Mary St., near the sidewalk.
City staff plans to place a
plaque acknowledging the
pole’s history in the near
future.
Punta Gorda Historic
Mural Society President Kelly
Gaylord also supported the
relocation initiative.
“Anything we can do to
preserve our past helps to
provide future generations
with a visual way to better
understand and appreciate it,”
she said.
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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International
Air Show Returns
In October

T

he Florida International Air Show
will return to the Punta Gorda
Airport (PGD) featuring Scott
Farnsworth on Saturday and Sunday,
October 16 and 17. Gates open at 9
a.m. and the show begins at noon.
Farnsworth’s unique flying
opportunities into some of the most
challenging environments provided
the experience that allowed him to be
hired for his first airline job at a very
young age. At age 22, he began flying
jet airliners and has continued in this
career with successful dedication and
enthusiasm.
Farnsworth’s position, both as an
Airbus 321 captain for Jetblue Airways
and founder of AircraftWraps, has
allowed him to explore and pursue his
passions in both aerobatics and lowlevel competition pylon racing. In 2015,
he competed in his XtremeAir XA42
and earned the position of Champion
in the Reno National Air Races Sport
Medallion Class.
The year 2016 proved to be another
exciting year for Farnsworth. In July
2016, he once again captured the title
of air race champion while competing
in Lisbon, Portugal, against pilots
from around the world. Utilizing both
aerobatics and pylon racing on the air
race championship course, Farnsworth

Scott Farnsworth

photo provided

captured another victory while piloting
his XtremeAir XA42. Following this
victory, he competed in the Reno
National Air Races in 2016 in both
the Jet Class and Sport Class. Off the
race course, Farnsworth has joined the
Red Dragon Aero Team and is excited
to bring this new exciting L29 Jet
Formation Team to the spectators and
fans of China.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.floridaairshow.com.
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TSA mobile PreCheck returns
to Punta Gorda Airport
The IdentoGo TSA PreCheck Mobile
RV (www.identogo.com/precheck) will be
coming in October to Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda.
TSA PreCheck is an expedited screening
program that enables identified low-risk
air travelers to enjoy a smart and efficient
screening experience. For TSA PreCheck
travelers, there is no need to remove shoes,
3-1-1 liquids, laptops, light outerwear or
belts. Today, TSA PreCheck has more than
450 lanes at 200-plus U.S. airports.
Times will be from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-5
p.m. Monday, Oct. 18, through Thursday,
Oct. 21; and from 9 a.m.-noon on Friday,
Oct. 22. The Mobile Enrollment Center
will be located in the in the short-term
parking lot across from the Snack Shack.
The TSA PreCheck application program allows U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents to directly apply for
TSA PreCheck. Once approved, travelers
will receive a “Known Traveler Number”
(which can be added to a travelers airline
profile and reservations) and will have the
opportunity to utilize TSA PreCheck lanes
at select security checkpoints when flying
on more than 50 carriers (www.tsa.gov/
precheck/participating-airlines) that currently participate in TSA PreCheck.
To participate in this local enrollment
event, follow these steps to pre-enroll:
• Visit www.identogo.com/precheck to
access the application page.
• Click “Start Application Now,” then
click “New Enrollment.”
• Fill out Steps and choose “Next” at the
bottom of each screen.
• Type in your location at Zipcode/City/
Airport Code box – search.
• Choose location “Punta Gorda, FL –

RV Pop-Up: PGD 10/18-10/22” and click
“Next.”
• Select your desired appointment time
(make sure to make note of your appointment time, as no reminders will be sent
out).
Appointments are limited and are available on a first come, first served basis — so
register as soon as possible. There are 340
total appointments available.
To complete the application process,
you will need to bring documentation
proving identity and citizenship status. If
you have a valid U.S. passport, that is all
you need for ID. You will finish the process onsite by providing your fingerprints
for a background check.
The application fee is $85 and can be
paid by credit card, money order, company
check or certified/cashier’s check. Cash
and personal checks are not accepted.
The TSA PreCheck RV is equipped
with steps and is not wheelchair accessible. If needed, check the TSA’s website to
determine the nearest permanent location
that is ADA compliant. Note that this
enrollment opportunity does not include
Global Entry. Travelers interested in Global Entry must apply through the Trusted
Traveler Program website (https://ttp.cbp.
dhs.gov). ■

The IdentoGo TSA PreCheck Mobile RV (www.identogo.com/precheck)
will be coming in October to Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road,
Punta Gorda.
TSA PreCheck is an expedited screening program that enables identified
low-risk air travelers to enjoy a smart and efficient screening experience.
For TSA PreCheck travelers, there is no need to remove shoes, 3-1-1
liquids, laptops, light outerwear or belts. Today, TSA PreCheck has more
than 450 lanes at 200-plus U.S. airports.
Times will be from 9 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 18, through
Thursday, Oct. 21; and from 9 a.m.-noon on Friday, Oct. 22. The Mobile
Enrollment Center will be located in the in the short-term parking lot across from the Snack Shack.
The TSA PreCheck application program allows U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents to directly apply for
TSA PreCheck. Once approved, travelers will receive a “Known Traveler Number” (which can be added to a
travelers airline profile and reservations) and will have the opportunity to utilize TSA PreCheck lanes at select
security checkpoints when flying on more than 50 carriers (www.tsa.gov/ precheck/participating-airlines) that
currently participate in TSA PreCheck.
To participate in this local enrollment event, follow these steps to pre-enroll:
• Visit www.identogo.com/precheck to access the application page.
• Click “Start Application Now,” then click “New Enrollment.”
• Fill out Steps and choose “Next” at the bottom of each screen.
• Type in your location at Zipcode/City/ Airport Code box – search.
• Choose location “Punta Gorda, FL – RV Pop-Up: PGD 10/18-10/22” and click “Next.”
• Select your desired appointment time (make sure to make note of your appointment time, as no reminders will
be sent out).
Appointments are limited and are available on a first come, first served basis — so register as soon as possible.
There are 340 total appointments available.
To complete the application process, you will need to bring documentation proving identity and citizenship status.
If you have a valid U.S. passport, that is all you need for ID. You will finish the process onsite by providing your
fingerprints for a background check.
The application fee is $85 and can be paid by credit card, money order, company check or certified/cashier’s
check. Cash and personal checks are not accepted.
The TSA PreCheck RV is equipped with steps and is not wheelchair accessible. If needed, check the TSA’s
website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA compliant. Note that this enrollment opportunity

does not include Global Entry. Travelers interested in Global Entry must apply through the Trusted Traveler
Program website (ttp.cbp. dhs.gov).
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/tsa-mobile-precheck-returns-to-punta-gorda-airport/
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Air Show to land in Punta Gorda
History and
aerobatics to take
over Charlotte
County skies
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Not every
pilot wants to be an aerobatic
performer at the Florida
International Air Show in Punta
Gorda, pilot Tom Smith said.
“I don’t like diving for the

ground and missing on purpose,” he said laughing. “I don’t
practice that. I take off and get
as far away from the ground as
I can.”
Smith and his almost 80-yearold Vultee BT-15 — a training
plane ﬂown by most American
pilots during World War II —
will be one of multiple static
displays at this year’s air show.
The air show returns Oct. 1617 at the Punta Gorda Airport,
28000 Airport Road, Punta
Gorda, after being canceled last
year due to the pandemic.
For Smith, the air show is

about honoring the past.
“We’re displaying history,”
he said. “We’re going to have
Vietnam-era planes, World War
II planes and in between the
wars.
SEE AIR SHOW, 3B

Tom Smith lands his almost
80-year-old Vultee BT-15 plane
at Punta Gorda Airport. His
will be one of multiple static
displays at October’s Florida
International Air Show.
SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN
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AIR SHOW
FROM PAGE 1B

“These are treasures
and we are just guardians at the moment
hopefully to pass it on to
someone else who will
appreciate it.”
Smith’s plane was featured Wednesday night
during a media event
hosted by the Florida
International Air Show
organization.
The event was held at
the Air Trek Jet Charter
Company hangar on the
airport’s property.
Punta Gorda Airport
spokesperson Kaley
Miller said they were
excited to have the air
show return.
“I like it because
people get to see more
than just commercial
airliners,” Miller said.
“They get to see the general aviation pilots, the
military jets and a wide
variety of aircraft, and
it educates people about
the aviation community
beyond just commercial
air service.”
This year’s air show
will feature multiple
aerobatic performers,
such as the Air Combat
Command F-16 Viper
Demonstration Team,
performing precision
aerial maneuvers to
demonstrate the capabilities of one of the
U.S. Air Force’s ﬁghter
jets, the F-16 Fighting
Falcon.
Longtime performer
Patty Wagstaff — who
has earned recognition
over the years for her
accomplishments as a
woman and as a pilot —
will take to the air with
her thrilling, low-level
aerobatic routines.
A C-17, the newest
airlift aircraft to enter
the U.S. Air Force’s
inventory, will also be
performing.
The C-17 is capable
of strategic delivery of
troops and all types of
cargo to main operating
bases or directly to

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Florida International Air
Show President Stan
Smith said he expects
this year’s air show to
be phenomenal.
forward bases in the
deployment area.
For more details about
the performers, go to
FloridaAirShow.com.
Airshow President
Stan Smith said it’s
great to see the people
of Charlotte County
come together to give
back to the community.
“What we obtain over
and above what it takes
to run the air show is
donated back to the
community,” Smith said.
“We think this is going
to be a phenomenal
event this year and
going into the future.”
Smith went on to say
that other air shows
around the country
this year have been
seeing big numbers of
attendees.
“People have been
stuck at home for so
long” that they want to
get out, he said.
The Florida
International Air Show
kicks off Saturday, Oct.
16 and runs through
Sunday, Oct. 17.
Gates open at 9 a.m.
and the show begins at
noon.
For tickets or more
information,
go to EventSprout.com/
event/ﬂorida-international-air-show.
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

Just nine months into the year, Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport has shattered its annual passenger
record.
So far this year, the airport has seen 2.03 million passengers, more than the busiest year on record in 1990, when
it had 2.01 million passengers.
Airport President and CEO Rick Piccolo said in a press release the growth means more revenues and lower costs
for airlines.
“As one of only a few debt-free airports in the U.S., the increased revenue collected will allow us to continue
lowering our rates and charges for the airlines serving our airport,” Piccolo said.
The average cost per enplaned passenger, a measure used by airlines to determine the cost of operating, is
expected to drop by 53% in the budget for next year, he said.
“Providing lower operating costs for the airlines that serve our airport will not only make us more competitive, but
[also] encourages both existing and new carriers to expand air service at SRQ,” Piccolo said. “From our ongoing
discussions with airlines, we are confident that SRQ will continue to grow and add additional service over the next
year.”
The airport also reported its monthly passenger traffic figures for August. Last month, Sarasota-Bradenton saw
247,000 passengers. Those numbers are up compared to 135,467 passengers in August 2019 and much higher
than August 2020, when the airport saw 58,115 people.
The August numbers are down compared to July, which was the busiest month in the airport's history with
326,947 passengers. It's not unusual for passenger counts to slow in August, as the rainy season hits
and school resumes.
The Southwest Florida economy has recovered much more quickly than other parts of the country during COVID19 because of lax restrictions and a leisure travel environment with plenty to do outdoors, local tourism officials
have said.

Sarasota County as a whole also continues to set tourism records. As of July, tourist tax collections for fiscal year
2021 totaled $27 million, more than the record $23 million set for the entire 2019 fiscal year. The county's fiscal
year is from Oct. 1-Sept. 30.
“What makes me optimistic about the future is we're able to achieve those figures without some of our key
markets, namely the U.K. and Canada,” said Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County. “If those markets
open to the U.S. around the same time that pent-up demand starts to diminish somewhat, I think we're going to
continue to see strong growth, especially as we get meetings and conventions back.”
During the first spike of the pandemic, Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County was Allegiant Air's busiest
airport, company president John Redmond said last month.
Traffic at Sarasota-Bradenton airport also has grown exponentially since COVID-19 started. Like every other
airport, it had a tough 2020, but it has since added several new routes and one big new carrier — Southwest
Airlines. Southwest started service in February 2021 and now serves 19 destinations.
Other airlines, like Allegiant, also have added new routes, and Delta Air Lines and United Airlines extended
service through the slower summer months.
To handle increases in passengers, the airport is planning several multimillion-dollar projects, including a
terminal expansion, new restaurants, and improved operations for rental car companies and ground
transportation. It's also increasing its parking capacity to prepare for the holiday season.
Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/2021/09/13/sarasota-bradenton-airport-florida-breaks-annualpassenger-traffic-record/8316641002/

PUNTA GORDA – The U.S. Air Force F-16 Viper Demo Team and C-17 Globemaster transport plane are the main
headliners Oct. 16-17 at the 40th Florida International Air Show.
But frequently, the most enduring memories are made while fans talk with pilots who bring their aircraft to
showcase on the ground.
“I like to have planes on the ground, so people can touch ‘em, feel ‘em, talk to the pilots, smell ‘em, crawl on
them,” said Matt Lehn, director of aviation for the air show.
About 20 aircraft will be on static display during the two-day show – including 10 warbirds, as well as other
military and U.S. Coast Guard aircraft.
Many of those are friends of volunteers like Tom Smith, who keeps his 1942 Vultee BT-15 basic trainer in a
hangar at the airport and taxied it to a Wednesday night press and sponsor event hosted at AirTrek Jet Charter
Co.

“I enjoy sharing what we’re fortunate enough to be able to preserve,” said Smith, who first started at the air show
in 2017. “This airplane is 79 years old; it will be 80 in August next year.”
Trainers like Smith's were purchased by the U.S. Army in 1942 for $18,000 and sold at surplus for $200. They
were coveted for their engines, many of which were retrofitted into crop dusters.
Smith and his wife Kim try to fly weekly, and in 12 years, they have just over 1,000 hours on the airplane, and 80
hours on a retrofitted engine.
“We just flew it to South Carolina last Thursday,” Smith said. “Went to a fly-in up there and came back Sunday.”

The pilots who display their aircraft at the Florida International Air Show are just as passionate as Smith when it
comes to history.
“We have a mix from World War II to Vietnam coming,” Smith said. “We have a MASH helicopter coming.”
“We love going to shows and talking to people,” he added. “The performers have their job to do, they can’t go out
to talk to everybody.”

Two big acts
The aerial performers are led by the two military aircraft.
The F-16 Demo Team is based at Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina. The plane, which is the same one used
by the Thunderbirds, can easily fly at speeds greater than Mach 2.
“This is one ship, once aircraft, everything they do is fast and low, right in front of you,” Lehn said.
“It’s going to be low, fast screaming over your head and doing stuff you don’t see the Thunderbirds do.”

The C-17, which can carry 500 troops, will be about 300 feet away from the audience and has some tricks of its
own.
“A C-17 can go backward on its own, on the ground, it can take off in a very short distance and turn on a dime,”
Lehn said.
This particular C-17 crew, he noted, took part in the recent evacuation flight from Afghanistan.
Thousands to attend event
The Florida International Air Show was last hosted in 2019, which was technically the 38th annual show.

Runway construction work at Punta Gorda Airport pushed organizers to attempt to stage “Wings over Charlotte
Harbor” in October 2020 as a replacement but that was ultimately quashed by both funding issues and COVID-19
concerns.
Air show organizers typically plan for more than 40,000 people to attend the two-day event. Prices range from $5
for children age 2 to 12 and $25 for single-day adult admission, with $5 discounts for seniors aged 62 and up or
veterans. Parking is another $10.
Photographers can get front-line tent access with water for $75 per day.

Once named one of the “Ten Best Air Shows in the World,” by USA Today, the Florida International Air Show has
raised more than $3 million for area charities and nonprofits.
Something for everyone
The air show offers a bit of everything. World War II buffs will appreciate the FG-1D Corsair and the SBD
Dauntless from the Commemorative Air Force.
Scott Farnsworth will bring the S-211 Marchetti Jet Qyon Aero Sports Team.
Perennial aerobatics favorite Patty Wagstaff is returning, as is Clemens Kuhlig, aka ChefPitts, and his homebuilt
biplane, The PittS1S.
Jim Peitz, a Pierre, South Dakota native who also has a home in Cape Coral, will again fly his modified Beechcraft
Bonanza – with beefed-up wings tail – at Punta Gorda.

Another fan favorite, the SOCOM Para-Commandos, the U.S. Special Operations Command’s aerial parachute
demonstration team, also will be returning from 2019.
Stan Smith, the Florida International Air Show president, credited the roster of volunteers who handle everything
from setup and breakdown of the seating areas to parking.
Food will be available through a series of food trucks and vendors will have bounce houses, climbing walls, and
other attractions for a kids zone.

Dana Carr, chairman of the all-volunteer air show board of directors, noted that following a rocky period – the
show was canceled in March 2015 and returned as an October show in 2016 – the show has continued to be a
boon to the area.
“The tourism and visitors bureau will tell you we put heads in beds in hotel rooms because people come from all
over the state to enjoy our air show,” Carr said. “That’s pretty awesome.
“Now the air show is financially solvent, and hopefully we’ll have a good year this year, and everything will
continue on.”
Interested?
The Florida International Air Show starts at noon, Oct. 16 and 17 at Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 A-1, Airport Rd,
Punta Gorda. Gates open at 9 a.m.
For ticketing information, visit https://www.floridaairshow.com.
Earle Kimel primarily covers south Sarasota County for the Herald-Tribune and can be reached at
earle.kimel@heraldtribune.com. Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald-Tribune.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2021/09/30/florida-international-air-show-kicks-off-punta-gorda-october/5835378001/

