
 

 

CHARLOTTE COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING WITH TENTATIVE  

BUDGET HEARING – AUGUST 19, 2021 – 9:00 A.M. 

 5 

1. Call to Order 

 

2.  Invocation  

 

 Chair Herston gave the invocation. 10 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

4. Roll Call  

 15 

Present: Chair Herston; Commissioners Andrews, Coppola, Hancik and Oliver; Attorney Carr; 

CEO Parish; Mrs. Paglialunga; Mr. Laroche; Mr. Duncan; Mrs. Straw; Mrs. Miller, and Mrs. 

Cauley. Others present: Councilmember Miller; Commissioner Deutsch; Richard Pitz; Steve 

Henriquez; Mark Kistler; others from the private sector, and a member of the press. 

 20 

5. Citizen’s Input 

 

6. Additions and/or Deletions to the Agenda 

 

7. Consent Agenda 25 

 

Commissioner Andrews motioned to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Oliver 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

8. Public Hearing for FY 2021-22 Budget 30 

 

a) Tentative Budget – Mr. Parish commented that there were minor changes from the 

previous presentation. He commented that Staff received a notice from Allegiant so a few 

more passengers were added throughout the year and that nothing else significant changed.  

 35 

b) Citizen’s Input  

 

9. Adopt Tentative FY 2021-22 Budget 

 

Commissioner Hancik motioned to adopt the tentative fiscal year 2021-22 budget as 40 

presented. Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

10. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 

 

Commissioner Hancik inquired if financials are always a month behind. Mrs. Cauley 45 

commented yes as the previous month’s numbers are not able to be finished in time for the 

Board meeting. Commissioner Hancik commented that revenue year to date is over the 

estimated budget by about $1.7 million, there’s a variance in expenses by about $87,000 under 

budget, and a positive variance of about $1.8 million for operating gain. He commented that 

the Airport is in a healthy position and all detail is listed at www.FlyPGD.com with the agenda 50 

http://www.flypgd.com/
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items. Mr. Parish commented that the accounts receivables total outstanding balance is about 

$16,000 and that a lot of the listed customer balances have been paid, which can be seen under 

the explanation. He commented that the Airport continues to operate in the black and a little 

ahead of revenues while staying slightly under budgeted expenses. He commented that he 

would like the Board to keep in mind that the Airport is about to enter the two months that is 5 

generally budgeted for a small loss every year.  

 

11. Liaison Reports 

 

a) Punta Gorda City Council – Commissioner Hancik commented that Councilmember 10 

Miller is present from the Punta Gorda City Council and that the city is monitoring the 

FDOT traffic management conditions associated with north Jones Loop Road and US 41 to 

Piper Road. Mr. Parish commented that he is a part of the focus group for that project. He 

commented that the preliminary idea is a traffic circle at Jones Loop and Piper Road and 

opined that he would like to make the lane a dedicated left turn with a righthand turn back 15 

onto Jones Loop. He commented that the traffic patterns are being looked at as well as the 

future of the land inside of Jones Loop and that traffic circles are very popular in Florida 

right now. He commented that the Airport tried to fund the traffic study with SIS money 

but was turned down because FDOT was doing it. Chair Herston commented that the matter 

is also on the MPO’s radar. Commissioner Coppola inquired as to what the MPO’s opinion 20 

is about traffic circles. Chair Herston opined that as an engineer, he likes circles as traffic 

continues moving. Mr. Parish opined that traffic circles work very well if they’re correctly 

sized. Chair Herston commented that Bermont Road and FL-31 is in design for a traffic 

circle.  

 25 

b) Board of County Commissioners – Commissioner Andrews asked Commission Deutsch 

to provide an update. Commissioner Deutsch commented that the County Commission does 

not have any official meetings in August however everyone is trying to deal with the 

challenge of the uptick in the virus. He commented that the County is back to encouraging 

individuals to wear mask, that September will be busy, and upcoming events include 30 

numerous 9/11 remembrance events, a liberty tree dedication at the William R. Gaines Jr. 

Veterans Memorial Park on October 9th, and a Veterans Day parade and event on November 

6th.  

 

c) Metropolitan Planning Organization/Economic Development – Chair Herston 35 

commented that the local MPO is working to hire a new Executive Director. He commented 

that he attended an MPO-AC meeting in Orlando last week, that they are also struggling to 

hire a new Executive Director as a result of the FDOT wages that pay the salary, that there 

is a discussion to move the position out of the FDOT and opined that it probably won’t 

happen. Commissioner Coppola inquired if there is a list of qualifications for the position 40 

for the local MPO. Chair Herston commented that the Charlotte County HR Department 

puts together requirements and that if 20 applications are received, 17 may be eliminated 

for lack of qualifications. He commented that the three qualified candidates would then go 

to the MPO and they would be ranked. Commissioner Coppola confirmed with Chair 

Herston that the public can attend the meetings where the candidates are ranked and 45 

discussed. Chair Herston commented that Commissioner Deutsch is also on the committee.  

 

d) Community – Commissioner Coppola commented that she was invited to the Trump Club 
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in Punta Gorda where Doctor Gonzalez spoke about the constitution and gave an interesting 

presentation. She commented that she had a wonderful time traveling on Allegiant to Rapid 

City, South Dakota to see Mount Rushmore and that her flights were wonderful.  

 

e) State Legislation – Commissioner Oliver commented that she has nothing to report as the 5 

summer in between elections is generally pretty quiet. Commissioner Hancik commented 

that the State Legislative Delegation meeting for Charlotte County has been set for 

November 10th at 9:00 a.m. at the Military Heritage Museum. He commented that in 

February of this year Representative Grant tried to change the structure of the Authority 

without a vote of the people, which was stopped due to public input. He commented that 10 

Representative Grant commented during the February meeting he would bring the matter 

back up in November and opined that in anticipation of another attempt, a resolution should 

be established as to the Board’s position on changing the structure of the Airport. He 

commented that Representative Grant’s idea was to eliminate districts to vote members in 

at large while increasing the number of Board members to seven and opined that the changes 15 

would make it easier to stack the Board. He opined that other entities, such as the County 

Commission, Punta Gorda City Council and FAC, should also be encouraged to express 

their position on the matter. Chair Herston opined that Commissioner Hancik has made 

many good recommendations and inquired how Commissioner Hancik would recommend 

proceeding. Commissioner Hancik opined that there should be direction from the Board to 20 

the CEO and Counsel to update the February Resolution for the time to be flexible to cover 

a possible agenda topic for the November 10th meeting. He commented that Representative 

Grant may not propose anything. Commissioner Oliver commented that she would hate for 

the Board to make decisions about future resolutions when the timing is not appropriate as 

there has not been an agenda released or recommended. She opined that in less the Board 25 

would like to come across as being presumptuous, the Board should wait to see what is 

proposed before deciding that the Board is adamantly opposed to everything. She opined 

that it is good to have an open mind and be open for suggestions instead of being opposed 

to anything that is potentially a change. Chair Herston inquired if Commissioner Hancik 

would just like a position released as to how the Board feels or about the changes that were 30 

previously proposed. Commissioner Hancik commented that he’s surprised that 

Commissioner Oliver didn’t bring up that the meeting was scheduled even though there 

isn’t an agenda and that he feels very strongly that Representative Grant will try again as he 

stated in his February Zoom meeting. He opined that the previous resolution should be 

updated to ensure something is in place or if the Board would like to follow Commissioner 35 

Oliver’s suggestion, the Board should be prepared to have an emergency meeting at some 

point to discuss the matter. Commissioner Oliver opined that it is highly inappropriate for 

the Board as a neutral governing authority to take a political position as it relates to the 

method in which Board members are elected. She opined that it is perfectly fine as 

individuals and citizens to present personal opinions on the matter, but it is not appropriate 40 

as a Board to have a say in how members are or are not elected. She opined that it’s not 

right to vote on something that does not affect the Airport but instead affects the individual 

Commissioners politically as it is a political matter. Commissioner Hancik commented that 

by making the previously proposed changes, the entire structure of the Authority would be 

changed. Commissioner Coppola confirmed with Commissioner Hancik that 45 

Representative Grant’s previous proposal was to eliminate the districts and have seven 

Board members. Commissioner Oliver commented that the Board should wait to see what 

is proposed before off the record conversations about the matter occur between two Board 
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members. Commissioner Coppola commented that the conversation is not off the record. 

Commissioner Oliver commented that the sidebar conversation is not appropriate as the 

Commissioners should be addressing the Chair. Commissioner Coppola confirmed with 

Chair Herston that she may speak directly to Commissioner Hancik. Commissioner 

Coppola commented that she was unaware that the proposal was to have two more 5 

Commissioners elected at large. Commissioner Hancik commented that all seven 

Commissioners would be at large. Chair Herston commented that he doesn’t recall seeing 

anything in writing about having seven Commissioners. Commissioner Oliver commented 

that Attorney Carr put information together for the Board back in February regarding the 

matter and opined that the Board should review that information. She commented that she 10 

encourages the Board not to spread misinformation and opined that it’s perfectly fine for 

the Board to discuss what has happened in the past but should not be speculating as to what 

may or may not be done in the future. Chair Herston opined that it would be appropriate 

based on today’s discussion to direct Mr. Parish and Attorney Carr to further investigate the 

situation. He commented that it will not be to disseminate information but to instead to 15 

clarify the matter. Commissioner Oliver commented that her concern is the Board is being 

used as a political tool by certain members at this point to wage a campaign. She opined 

that it is an individual’s right to have an issue with the way members are elected but it is 

not appropriate use of the Board’s time and scarce resources to investigate matters that are 

political in nature. She opined that the Board is present to govern, not to vote in matters that 20 

weigh against the way Board members as individuals are elected. Commissioner Hancik 

motioned for CEO Parish and Attorney Carr to be prepared to evaluate and draft a 

Resolution if needed to protect the existing structure of the Charlotte County Airport 

Authority. Commissioner Coppola seconded the motion. Commissioner Oliver 

motioned to amend Commissioner Hancik’s motion to include having Attorney Carr 25 

first research whether or not the Authority’s governing documents permit the Board 

to use the Authority in this manner. Motion to amend Commissioner Hancik’s motion 

failed due to lack of a second. Initial motion passed 4-1, with Commissioner Oliver 

voting no. 

 30 

12. Attorney’s Report 

 

Attorney Carr commented that it’s been a busy month as a number of things are occurring, 

that he’s had the pleasure of working with just about every level of Staff, and that they’re 

always pleasant and informative to work with. He commented that the Faber lease is 35 

ongoing associated with the build out of the bar area, he’s been working with Staff on issues 

pertaining to the general aviation center contractor Johnson-Laux, and Stellar Construction 

has agreed to abate their construction contract for 90-days. He commented that he worked 

on policies that are on today’s Agenda which were self-fueling and an abandoned 

automobile policy. He commented that there is a specific statue that deals with abandoned 40 

vehicles and aircraft on airport property. He commented that the abandoned vehicle he was 

working on has been towed away and the abandoned aircraft is still being worked on 

although Staff has attempted to contact the gentleman in every way possible with no 

response. He commented that Gulf Contours has been a major issue, that it is his 

understanding that there has been no attempt to move the business, and he has been directed 45 

as of September 1st to proceed with eviction of a holdover tenant for the building. He 

commented that he’s uncertain as to Mr. Goin’s motivations or intentions and that his 

understanding is that his direction from the Board is that the lease will not be renewed, and 
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that Mr. Goin has been informed of that repeatedly.  

 

13. CEO’s Report 

 

a) Development Update – Mr. Parish commented that a detailed development report was 5 

provided in the Agenda packet and that Staff is extremely busy with construction, bidding, 

awards, and planning. 

 

b) RFQ Selection Committees – Mr. Parish commented that there are two RFQ’s out which 

include the rehabilitation of taxiway D and general consulting, professional engineering and 10 

planning services. He commented that he would like to receive feedback pertaining to if 

any Board members would like to be on either selection committee. Chair Herston and 

Commissioner Hancik commented that they are both interested in being a part of the 

committees as submittals are scored individually. 

 15 

c) Marketing Update – Mrs. Miller gave a marketing update (see attached). Commissioner 

Andrews commented that he likes the new Air Center name and sign. Commissioner Hancik 

commented that he agrees with Commissioner Andrews, that it looks good, and suggested 

that instead of saying restaurant and bar it should say restaurant and lounge. He inquired if 

the FlyPGD.com logo is necessary on the sign. Mrs. Miller commented that it is just for 20 

consistency to incorporate the existing logo so people can recall and remember that the Air 

Center is part of the Airport. She commented that the FlyPGD logo will only be in the full 

color signs where there is room. Mr. Parish confirmed with Mrs. Miller that there will be 

an LED sign on Challenger Blvd. to advertise tenants and events. Commissioner Coppola 

opined that the interior photo with the palm trees looks familiar to an airport she’s visited 25 

in Georgia. Commissioner Oliver commented that Mrs. Miller did a wonderful job and it 

looks fantastic. She inquired if Staff knows how the Sun Country rates will be in comparison 

to neighboring airports due to the Airport’s low-cost economic model. Mrs. Miller 

commented that she did preliminary research for Sun County and rates were very close to 

the Fort Myers and Sarasota rates and that each day of the week the rate was slightly 30 

different. She commented that she did want to say that the Airport was less expensive than 

the surrounding airports but due to the inconsistency, she couldn’t. Mr. Parish commented 

that airports have to be extremely careful as to what is said in advertising as there is federal 

law that regulates what airlines and airports can say about rates. Chair Herston inquired if 

the PDFs of the general aviation building could be released. Mr. Parish commented that 35 

they are all available on the website. Mrs. Miller commented that www.PGDAviEx.com 

has them listed under the general aviation tab. Chair Herston inquired if on the webpage 

slide it would be better to have Sun Country Airlines and Allegiant on the same line. Mrs. 

Miller commented that they are on separate lines for mobile viewing. Commissioner 

Andrews commented that websites don’t always format the way you’d like for mobile 40 

viewers. Chair Herston inquired if Allegiant should be on top of the list. Mrs. Miller 

commented that she’ll change the order halfway through the campaign for fairness. Chair 

Herston inquired if the extension of Challenger Blvd. has come up. Mr. Parish commented 

that the Airport has to realign Gulf Course Blvd. to get it out of the runway 15-33 RPZ on 

the 15 end, that the option is to extend Challenger Blvd. and close Gulf Course, opined that 45 

the prices are similar, and that the option is being presented to the FAA. Chair Herston 

commented that it caught his attention due to the monument sign. Mrs. Miller commented 

that the current monument sign says Charlotte County Park of Commerce and that she’s 

http://www.pgdaviex.com/
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trying to track down who is in charge of allowing the Airport to fix the sign. Mr. Parish 

commented that the sign is in the right of way, that the Airport argued against the County 

allowing the sign to be placed there, and opined that Staff will have to go to the County to 

get permission to change the sign. Chair Herston commented that he’s been contacted by a 

number of people from the property owners association in that area so he can follow through 5 

to see if he can find a County contact. Commissioner Andrews opined that he likes the photo 

spot opportunities.  

 

d) Aviation Report – Mr. Parish reported on passenger counts, fuel sales and gallons pumped, 

aircraft ops, and hangar vacancies. He commented that TSA will be expanding the mask 10 

mandate through January, which Staff will continue to monitor.  

 

e) Agriculture Leases – Mr. Parish commented that he would just like a consensus from the 

Board as to whether or not they’d like to proceed with agriculture leases. He commented 

that there is currently a grazing lease on the south side of the Airport that’s been in place 15 

for many years, that there’s advantages to having it, and that there are two potential 

agriculture leases on the north side of the Airport on the land that was just purchased. He 

commented that one is a grazing lease and the other would like to plant watermelons, which 

are both potential positives and gets rid of a lot of maintenance for Airport Staff. He 

commented that agriculture leases are not a lot of profit although there is a positive side 20 

when someone else is maintaining the property. He commented that he would like to know 

if the Board would like to go in that direction prior to finalizing the leases and bringing 

them to the Board. Commissioner Coppola opined that it sounds good. Chair Herston 

inquired as to who is responsible for the water use permit and SWFWMD permit. Mr. Parish 

commented that the agricultural user has to have an agriculture management plan filed with 25 

the Water Management District and that the user would be responsible for opening and 

closing the current wells. He commented that the current wells were closed by the previous 

owner and the user would have to pay to open the wells at the start of their lease and close 

them at the end of their lease. Chair Herston inquired as to how much profit the leases will 

make and opined that the most savings is in the maintenance. Mr. Parish commented that 30 

the savings is in the maintenance and that it’s only about $1,000 per year for the entire area. 

Chair Herston inquired as to how many acres will be watermelons. Mr. Parish commented 

about 40 acres and that Staff is continuing to do research to ensure watermelons are not a 

prohibited item on Airports. He commented that unless there is any objection, he will 

proceed on the leases. He commented that the Airport will actually make money on the 35 

palmetto harvesting operation this year as it’s been a good year.  

 

f) GAC Restaurant RFP – Mr. Parish commented that the RFP was released but no responses 

were received. He commented that Staff is looking at a couple opportunities including an 

idea that would require a restaurant operator and the Charlotte Technical College (CTC). 40 

He commented that CTC does have a culinary program where they would teach both front 

and back of the house and that a restaurateur would be needed to hold the licensing although 

CTC would provide a significant portion of the labor. He commented that it would also be 

desired to partner with Cheney Brothers as they have a design team that will design your 

kitchen for flow and help to produce menus. He commented that it’s an interesting idea with 45 

a lot of moving parts but he would like to pursue it for the next couple of months to see if it 

is a viable opportunity. He commented that if that idea falls through, the Airport will have 

to proceed with the build out of the restaurant before finding a vendor to operate it as it is 
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the quarter of a million-dollar layout without a heavy traffic flow to start that is the biggest 

drawback for restauranteurs. He commented that he’ll bring back his recommendation in a 

few months unless the Board would like him to postpone the CTC concept. Commissioner 

Hancik inquired as to what it takes to be granted a liquor license and opined that if it’s 

difficult to get, the Airport could hold the license. Mr. Parish commented that it is difficult 5 

to get because of size but the Airport can get one and has had one in the past and that it is a 

topic of conversation as to who will hold the license. Commissioner Coppola inquired as to 

where Staff has been recruiting to start the business opportunity. Mr. Parish commented that 

if the current idea can’t move forward or it’s decided that it isn’t worth moving forward, 

Staff has made contact with Brokers that would go out to try to find a restaurant for a 10 

percentage. Commissioner Hancik confirmed with Mr. Parish that the major hurdle is the 

capital investment. Mr. Parish commented that it is the reason why the Airport was offering 

$250,000 for build out, that Staff did go up to look at Ocala’s restaurant that is about to 

open as it’s a similar size, and that they were unsuccessful at getting a restauranteur, so they 

put in the capital. Commissioner Hancik inquired as to what they put in. Mr. Parish 15 

commented that they put in another $200,000 for a total of about $450,000 to build the space 

out. Commissioner Coppola inquired if an investment of that type is something a loan can 

be received for. Mr. Parish opined that it would be hard as there is not currently a business 

for that space. Mrs. Miller commented that if anyone listening to the meeting would like to 

be added to the interest list in case the space does go back out for proposals, they can send 20 

her an e-mail at KMiller@FlyPGD.com. Commissioner Hancik inquired if a deal can be 

negotiated now that an RFP has already been released. Mr. Parish commented that a deal 

can be negotiated now and that Staff is communicating with everyone that appeared for the 

pre-bid meeting to determine why they didn’t bid and what the options are to gain interest. 

Chair Herston inquired if special advertising can occur to help with its location. Mrs. Miller 25 

opined that simplifying and increasing the reach of advertising the proposal along with 

potentially using a broker will help. She opined that as the excitement grows with the 

construction of the building, more interest will be shown for the restaurant. Mr. Parish 

commented that it was tough to take people out to a lot of sand and get them excited about 

the possibility. He commented that the food truck program has been very successful with 30 

the Airport’s advertising on social media and online. He commented that the schedule is 

currently full. Mrs. Miller commented that there are food trucks scheduled for every busy 

flight day through February, she still welcomes the opportunity for breakfast food trucks, 

and is considering the possibility of food trucks for some evening flights. She commented 

that with the audience the food trucks receive from customers and onsite employees, there 35 

will be an audience for a restaurant in the Air Center.  

 

14. Old Business 

 

a)  State Lobbyist RFP Selection Committee – Mr. Parish commented that the lobbyist 40 

RFP’s were received and that his suggestion is the same as the last lobbyist RFP which is 

to have the Board individually score them. The Board agreed with Mr. Parish. 

 

15. New Business 

 45 

a) CCAA Attorney RFP – Commissioner Oliver opined that much like the state lobbyist RFP 

and what she had hoped to do with the Authority’s auditor, it’s time to complete an 

Authority Attorney RFP. She commented that Attorney Carr has done a fantastic job and 

mailto:KMiller@FlyPGD.com
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opined that it’s another instance where the contract must have been lost as she did not 

receive it when she requested all contracts for professional services. She commented that 

instead of a contract she received a letter from Attorney Carr thanking the Authority for 

selecting him and opined that a contract needs to be received that is signed by both parties 

for his services. She opined that transparency, openness, and accountability will be achieved 5 

by completing the RFP. Mr. Parish commented that the Authority has never had a contract 

with any Attorney but instead a fee for work outside the general agreement so that if Staff 

is not happy with them, the services can be terminated. He commented that prior to Attorney 

Carr the Authority utilized Attorney Gerrard for twenty-seven years and another attorney 

for fifteen years prior to that. He commented that it’s been the Board’s policy to hire an 10 

attorney and stick with them until a time that the Board is not happy or they resign or retire. 

Commissioner Oliver opined that it’s good governance and it and the lobbyist are lucrative 

contracts that deserve to be released in the interest of transparency and accountability. 

Commissioner Oliver motioned to direct Staff to release an RFP for a Charlotte 

County Airport Authority Attorney. Motion failed due to lack of a second.  15 

 

b) In-line Baggage System – Mr. Parish commented that Staff has been working with the TSA 

as they found funding. He commented that the TSA has been installing in-line baggage 

systems in smaller airports to expedite the handling of checked baggage. He commented 

that the building was designed so that the linear bag belt behind the ticket counter can be 20 

extended outside of the building into a new building. He commented that the TSA is going 

to fund 95% of the design and that AECOM has been contracted as a preferred vendor for 

the TSA and as an Airport consultant. He commented that he and Mr. Laroche have visited 

St. Pete where a system was just finished and that it is a lot of work and structure that needs 

to be built. He commented the agreement is just for the design, that another TSA and FAA 25 

grant will need to be received to build the structure, and opined that he would like to move 

things forward so the hold rooms in the back can be expanded in the future. He commented 

that he’s looking for approval of the OTA with the TSA in the amount of $784,037.85 and 

approval of Supplemental Agreement Number 12 with AECOM for $825,303. He 

commented that the different of the amounts is in the Airport’s current PFC programs, 30 

which is how it’ll be paid. Commissioner Hancik commented that people should be aware 

the OTA is to pay for a portion of Supplemental Agreement Number 12 and not two separate 

cost. Mr. Parish commented that the OTA is covering 95% of the $825,303 and the 

additional 5% will come from PFC funds.  Commissioner Hancik motioned to approve 

the TSA OTA to fund 95% of the in-line baggage system in the amount of $784,037.85. 35 

Commissioner Andrews seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Commissioner 

Hancik motioned to approve the contract with AECOM in the amount of $825,303 for 

the design of the in-line baggage system. Commissioner Coppola seconded. 

Commissioner Hancik confirmed with Mr. Parish that the system will be common use. Mr. 

Parish commented that in St. Pete Allegiant had to completely change their bag tags and 40 

that Staff has already worked with Allegiant to make them aware of the project. He 

commented that the project will go to design this year but may not be built for multiple 

years. Motion passed unanimously. Mr. Parish commented that the Airport goes through 

a very extensive and thorough TSA audit every year that last multiple weeks and that the 

Airport passed with no finding this year. He commented that he would like to recognize 45 

David Smith for the day-to-day operations of running the badging office and Mr. Laroche 

for managing security and working with the TSA.   
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c) Abandoned Vehicle Policy – Mr. Parish opined that it is strange that someone would drive 

to the Airport and never return for their car although it does happen. He commented that the 

Airport has currently identified two or three abandoned vehicles on property which have 

been moved to a gravel lot where the Airport’s maintenance vehicles usually park at night. 

He commented that the policy was completed with help from Attorney Carr. Commissioner 5 

Coppola inquired if Staff tries to contact the vehicles owner. Mr. Parish commented that 

Staff does try to contact the owner multiple times. He commented that there is currently an 

F550 work truck that has been abandoned and there is no definitive answer as to who owns 

the vehicle. Commissioner Coppola inquired if the Airport could sell the vehicles and give 

the money to the school. Mr. Parish commented that it is a very difficult process, that towing 10 

companies have someone to do that, and that it’s Staff’s recommendation to call a tow truck 

company that is contracted with the Airport to let them take care of it.  He commented that 

another abandoned vehicle was repossessed in the parking lot but the repossessor didn’t 

want the vehicle. Commissioner Coppola inquired if there is an auto school like Vo-Tech 

that could take it. Mr. Parish commented that the problem is getting the title to the vehicle, 15 

which is the thing Staff doesn’t want to deal with. Commissioner Andrews motioned to 

approve the Abandoned Vehicle Policy as presented. Commissioner Coppola 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

d) Appropriations Request – Mr. Parish commented that he is waiting for the School Board 20 

to discuss the matter but he would like to put together a joint appropriations request with 

Charlotte County Schools for the next cycle. He commented that the request is looking at 

about $3 million, or $1.5 million for each party, for the construction of a permanent facility 

for CTC’s A&P School. He commented that they are at their projected capacity of 100 

students in class and that an evening course will be added next semester to reach their 25 

maximum facility and parking capacity of 200 students. He commented that the master plan 

set aside an area for WMU and FGCU to build a permanent facility and that CTC would 

use the funds to build a permanent facility in that location that would be a land lease with 

the Airport. He commented that the facility would be pending Legislature approval and full 

funding and that a joint request would allow for money to be pulled from multiple locations 30 

from the Legislatures. He opined that it’s an interesting idea and commented that it’s 

something Senator Albritton is excited about. He commented that he and Mrs. Miller sat 

down with the Superintendent and Director of CTC, that they’re very excited about the 

opportunity, that they’re presenting it to their Board, and that he wanted to present it to the 

Board to ensure it was something that is desired to move forward with. Commissioner 35 

Coppola inquired if this is the aircraft, maintenance, and flight program. Mr. Parish 

commented that this is the maintenance school, not the flight school. Commissioner Oliver 

commented that this is exactly what she spoke about at the previous meeting about using 

the Board for the good of the community and that she supports it. Commissioner Andrews 

opined that it’s a good idea. Mr. Parish opined that he doesn’t need a motion now and 40 

commented that he will bring the matter back prior to the legislative delegation meeting to 

put something together. Commissioner Coppola opined that the airlines should be interested 

in a permanent maintenance school. Mr. Parish commented that the MRO that’s looking at 

building on the Airport would like to make sure the A&P program is successful so they can 

be successful. He commented that CTC’s grand opening is on September 17th. 45 

Commissioner Andrews opined that moving the request forward is excellent for the Airport 

and community.  
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Why 
choose 
PGD 
over 
other 

airports? 

https://www.pureflorida.com/plan-a-getaway/

Targeted digital display ads lead to www.pureflorida.com/plan‐a‐getaway or https://www.flypgd.com/pgdtomsp
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TARGETED DIGITAL DISPLAY 

 August 2021 – January 2022 
 Zip Codes Around MSP
 Targeted based on behavior, 

content & demographics
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 General Aviation Center = working name 
• Too long 
• Too generic
• Not inclusive  

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

PGD Air Center 
recommended name 

The 13,000 square‐foot PGD Air Center will house FBO operations, meeting and event 

space, a restaurant and bar, leasable office suites, pilot lounge and aircraft parking on a 

510,000‐square‐foot ramp. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
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Monument Signs
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Over Door Signs

D
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SELFIE/PHOTO SPOT OPPORTUNITIES

SELFIE/PHOTO SPOT OPPORTUNITIES
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SELFIE/PHOTO SPOT OPPORTUNITIES

SELFIE/PHOTO SPOT OPPORTUNITIES
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