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PUNTA GORDA – The Florida International Air Show returns to the Punta Gorda Airport Oct. 16-17, with a 
lineup headlined by the F-16 Viper Demo Team and flybys from the C-17 Globemaster transport plane.  

The F-16 Demo Team, from Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina, is loud and fast – it can easily fly at speeds 
greater than Mach 2.  

The C-17 Globemaster generates awe because of its size.  

“On one hand you’ve got the loud, large F-16 Viper Demo Team, on the other hand you’ve got the C-17 
Globemaster, which is just enormous – holds 500 soldiers,” air show spokesman Steve Lineberry said.  

The show was last hosted in 2019, which was technically the 38th annual show.  

Runway construction work at Punta Gorda Airport pushed organizers to attempt to stage “Wings over Charlotte 
Harbor” in October 2020 as a replacement spectacle but that was ultimately quashed by both funding issues 
and COVID-19 concerns.  

Since then, Lineberry noted, that air shows across the country are back in force, and “the air show community is 
really back at it.”  

 

Once named one of the “Ten Best Air Shows in the World,” by USA Today, the Florida International Air Show has 
raised more than $3 million for area charities and nonprofits. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20200427/air-show-over-charlotte-harbor-is-canceled
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20200427/air-show-over-charlotte-harbor-is-canceled
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20200427/air-show-over-charlotte-harbor-is-canceled


The air show offers a bit of everything. World War II buffs will appreciate the FG-1D Corsair and the SBD 
Dauntless from the Commemorative Air Force.  

Scott Farnsworth will bring the S-211 Marchetti Jet Qyon Aero Sports Team.  

Perennial aerobatics favorite Patty Wagstaff is returning, as is Clemens Kuhlig, aka ChefPitts and his homebuilt 
biplane, The PittS1S.  

Jim Peitz, a Pierre, South Dakota native who also has a home in Cape Coral, will again fly his modified Beechcraft 
Bonanza – with beefed up wings tail – at Punta Gorda.  

Another fan favorite, the SOCOM Para-Commandos, the U.S. Special Operations Command’s aerial parachute 
demonstration team, will also be returning from 2019.  

A variety of details are still in the works. For example, the air show is working with the Military Heritage Museum 
in Punta Gorda to show a movie and bring performers to a meet-and-greet, as part of an “Air Show Week” 
celebration. 

 

How to get tickets to Florida International Air Show 

Air show organizers typically plan for more than 40,000 people to attend the two-day event.  

Ticketing information is at floridaairshow.com. Prices range from $5 for children age 2 to 12, to $25 for a single-
day adult admission, with $5 discounts for seniors ages 62 and up or veterans.  

Photographers can get front-line tent access with water for $75 per day.  

Parking is another $10.  

Special advanced seating with shade tents for a variety of group sizes, as well as VIP parking is also available.  

“Air shows have two things they can sell: shade and how close you can get to the flightline,” Lineberry noted.  

Wherever spectators sit, they’ll notice improved sound to hear new air show announcer Matt Jolley.  

“Our speakers are now 21st century technology, Bluetooth all over the air show grounds," Lineberry said. “We’re 
really excited about the new sound.”  

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20191004/return-of-thunderbirds-highlight-florida-international-air-show-in-punta-gorda
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20191004/return-of-thunderbirds-highlight-florida-international-air-show-in-punta-gorda


 

Earle Kimel primarily covers south Sarasota County for the Herald-Tribune and can be reached at 
earle.kimel@heraldtribune.com. Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald-Tribune. 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2021/08/01/florida-international-air-show-returns-punta-gorda-airport/5388834001/  
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O h ye, of  little faith.
Charlotte County 

should have known 
that Allegiant Air was 
committed to building 
Sunseeker Resort if  only, 
Allegiant President John 
Redmond said Tuesday, 
because why else would they 
keep writing checks to keep 
six giant cranes on the U.S. 
41 site for 17 months?

“We have never, ever 
given up on this project, ever,” 
Redmond told a gathering of  
news media, all looking out on 
Charlotte Harbor from what 
will be glass-windowed meet-
ing rooms. The public prom-
enade lies below, already laid 
out, but not yet landscaped. 
A 200-boat marina is planned, 
but may take longer to finish 
due to federal permitting.

In March 2020, Allegiant 
suddenly shut down a 
$420 million project two years 
in, as the pandemic overtook 
the airline industry and air 
travel halted. Redmond and 
CEO Maury Gallagher prom-
ised the project would restart, 
possibly with a partner, 
within 18 months. It took 17 

Everything 

stays from 2018 

resort plan

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Allegiant President John Redmond at Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor. 
Redmond held a press conference and walk-through Tuesday morning to announce 
the travel company is starting up construction again on the stalled development.

Allegiant aims to open 
Sunseeker by 2023

SEE SUNSEEKER, 4A
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to restart the first airline-owned 
resort in the industry.

The size and details of  
the project remain the same 
post-pandemic, Redmond 
said. That’s 500 hotel rooms 
and 180 extended stay suites, 
some of which can be split into 
two suites, totaling about 785 
keyed accommodations. On the 
elevated first floors will be 18 
bars and restaurants, all owned 
and designed by Sunseeker.

The suites will be unlike 
any in the country, Redmond 
said, reaching 1,350 square feet. 
Several thousand people have 
already said they want to stay 
for six months, Redmond said, 
adding that the suites will not be 
sold as condominiums. No room 
prices were available yet.

“These things have never 
been built anywhere in the U.S., 
as far as I know,” Redmond said 
of  the suites, which will be in 
the towers closest to the bridges 
over the Peace River.

What about the pool?
The big 1,000-foot pool is back, 

but only about 300 feet of  it to 
begin with, Redmond said. It 
will be at “ground” level, or 
raised above parking, on the 
north end of  the lot. The public 
will be able to walk around the 
perimeter and look in, “which 
becomes very aspirational,” 
Redmond said. “You can say, 
‘Wow! I want to stay at that 
resort.’”

Another rooftop pool and 
restaurant will be accessible to 
guests only.

There is no development 
partner, and never really was 
much interest, Redmond said 
Tuesday, despite unfounded 
rumors of  such celebrities as 
Tom Cruise scouting the site 
for the Scientologists. Allegiant 
can build Sunseeker without 
a partner, and will consider a 
good offer only as a fiduciary 
responsibility to shareholders, 
Redmond said.

Finding a new lender was not 
easy at the start of  the pandem-
ic, Redmond said, but now, it is 
more clear that the project has 
great potential. So Allegiant is 
in working out loan terms for 
$350 million with a major lender, 
he said, whose name he would 
not reveal. This would finish the 
nine-story concrete towers, of  
which two to three have been 
built.

Although he did not give 
a start date, Redmond said 
he expects the project to be 
complete possibly by the end 
of  2022, but if  supply chain 

issues slow things down, maybe 
early 2023. While supply chain 
problems afflict industries glob-
ally, Redmond said they have 
researched the issue and do not 
expect it to be crippling.

“It’s in our best interest to get 
this open as fast as we can,” he 
said.

Free public parking is limited 
to county owned land just north 
of  Sunseeker property, at the 
end of  Main Street, Redmond 
said. Onsite parking will cost 

the non-resort public, but 
maybe not if  they go to one of  18 
restaurants planned along the 
promenade.

Redmond cited some 100 
parking spaces he speculated 
the county might provide on 
its adjacent land. The county’s 
Economic Development Director 
Dave Gammon said the county 
won’t build anything, but 
will work something out with 
Allegiant.

Redmond praised Florida, 

Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Punta 
Gorda Airport for surviving 
the pandemic better than other 
parts of the country including 
California and Allegiant’s 
home state of Nevada. He was 
referring to the state’s economic 
status, if  not the COVID status, 
which currently tops the nation 
in new cases.

Allegiant’s nine airports in 
Florida have outperformed 
all of  its other sites, Redmond 
said, and Punta Gorda’s little 
airport has topped every one in 
Florida. A tenth airport opens 
in Melbourne in November.

In construction, the site will 
employ 700 to 800. In action, the 
site will employ 1,150 and be the 
area’s third-largest employer 
after Bayfront hospitals and 
Walmart, Redmond said.

Don’t worry about exposure 
to the elements for the existing 
two and three stories of  cement 
and metal rebar, Redmond said. 
The building that collapsed in 
Surfside near Miami was built 
under far less demanding codes, 
he said.

“We have absolutely no con-
cern, nor does anyone involved,” 
he said.

And the site will be an 
environmental benefit, he said, 
filtering every drop of  water 
with underground filters before 
sending it to the harbor.

The best thing will be the 
excitement generated by the 
site, he said, and everyone will 
want to be part of  it.

“It will be absolutely 
spectacular.”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

SUNSEEKER
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Allegiant President John Redmond (center) talks to media at Sunseeker about the travel 
company’s resumed plans for Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor.

Allegiant President John Redmond shows where phase one of 
a projected 1,000-foot pool is intended to go on the northwest 
side of the property for Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority will review 
a $17 million operating budget 
during their meeting at 9 a.m. 
today at 7375 Utilities Road.

The proposed operating 
budget is 19% higher than what 
the airport is projected to raise 
in revenue by the end of  this 

fi scal year, Sept. 30, according 
to budget documents to be 
discussed Thursday.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
created an unusual look for 
2021 and 2020 budgeted vs. 
actual operating gains. Fiscal 
2020 had an actual operating 
gain of  $2.3 million gain when 
$4.5 million was expected. 
But thanks to federal airport 
funding and quick economic 
recovery, 2021 had actual 
operating gains of  $3.8 million 
compared to an expected 
$2.1 million.

Expenses for Fiscal Year 
2022 are budgeted at only 

$13.3 million, leaving a projected 
operating gain of  $4.1 million. 
Expenses will increase by 
$2.5 million or 19%.

The biggest gain in revenue 
over last year is expected to 
be rental cars, earning about 
$2.6 million more in FY 2022, 
and parking earning about 
$1 million more.

Most of  the airport’s revenues 
come from parking and car 
rentals as well as terminal 
leases. A little more than half  of  
expenses come from employee 
costs including salaries, 
insurance, payroll taxes and 
retirement.

The small airport has far 
more cash these days than 10 
years ago, with $39.2 million 
projected for FY 2022 compared 
to $1.8 million in 2012.

Construction projects for 
FY 2022 include $4.8 million 
to rehabilitate Taxiway D, 
more than $3 million in rental 
car parking and roadway 
improvements and $1.8 million 
to build a fi xed base operation 
hangar and storage space.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

Airport Authority to 
debate post-pandemic budget
Pandemic skewed 

budget vs. actual 

for two years
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The Department of Health in Charlotte County will be offering Covid-19 vaccinations at several locations in the 
month of August. Get your first or second dose and win a $10 gift card. 

The Moderna vaccine will be available Monday-Thursdays from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. - noon at DOH-Charlotte located at 1100 Loveland Blvd., Port Charlotte. 

The Pfizer vaccine will be available to those ages 12 to 17 Monday through Friday from 2 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

New Locations: 

Mid County Regional Library 

2050 Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port Charlotte 

Mon, Wed, Fri 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Tues, Thurs 10:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 



Hampton Point Apartments 

2511 Luther Rd., Punta Gorda 

Monday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Sun Flea Market 

18505 Paulson Dr., Port Charlotte 

Saturday, August 7th from 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Homeless Coalition 

1476 Kenesaw St., Port Charlotte 

August 11th from 9 a.m. - noon 

School House Square 

4300 Kings Hwy., Port Charlotte 

Friday, August 27th 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

Punta Gorda Airport 

28000 A-1 Airport Road, Punta Gorda 

Mon, Wed, Fri 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

First and second doses are available at all locations. 

For more information call 941-624-7200. 

https://news.wgcu.org/news/2021-08-05/extended-hours-and-new-vaccination-locations-in-charlotte  

https://news.wgcu.org/news/2021-08-05/extended-hours-and-new-vaccination-locations-in-charlotte
https://news.wgcu.org/news/2021-08-05/extended-hours-and-new-vaccination-locations-in-charlotte


 
 

 
 

 

  

A Florida lifestyle awaits you in this meticulously maintained home — well cared for by its original owners — with 
impressive curb appeal, mature landscaping and covered porch entry. You’ll find quality built features throughout, 
with a combined area of 2,265 square feet. 

The home was freshly painted in 2020, with a new A/C installed in 2019, and a new hot water heater just installed. 
There are all tiled floors throughout, beautiful wainscoting, crown molding, solid surface countertops, stainless 
appliances, barstool-height breakfast bar, eat-in dinette, center island and built-in desk. There is also a separate 
dining room. 

Tax records show the home as three bedrooms, but it is better described as a two-bedroom home with a 
den/office (no closet). The two-car garage is equipped with a double sink and cabinets. The enclosed backyard 
lanai with tiled floor gives you the perfect spot to watch amazing sunsets. 

Suncoast Lakes features a gated entry, tropical landscaping, 2 miles of sidewalks, a fenced playground area, 
picnic tables, underground utilities, a heated community pool and cabana — all in a pet-friendly community of 204 
homes. The low monthly HOA of $145 includes cable TV, reclaimed water for your sprinkler system, maintenance 
of the pool, common areas, roads, sidewalks and management. It’s all located just north of downtown Punta 
Gorda and Charlotte Harbor, and just 15 minutes from the Punta Gorda Airport. ¦ 

Listed at $365,000 by Curtis Mellon 941- 626- 3640 RE/ MAX Anchor Realty 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/house-hunting-433/  

 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/house-hunting-433/
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/house-hunting-433/
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A Florida lifestyle awaits you in this metic-
ulously maintained home — well cared for 
by its original owners — with impressive 
curb appeal, mature landscaping and covered 
porch entry. You’ll find quality built features 
throughout, with a combined area of 2,265 
square feet.

The home was freshly painted in 2020, 
with a new A/C installed in 2019, and a new 
hot water heater just installed. There are all 
tiled floors throughout, beautiful wainscoting, 
crown molding, solid surface countertops, 
stainless appliances, barstool-height breakfast 

bar, eat-in dinette, center island and built-in 
desk. There is also a separate dining room.

Tax records show the home as three bed-
rooms, but it is better described as a two-bed-
room home with a den/office (no closet). The 
two-car garage is equipped with a double sink 
and cabinets. The enclosed backyard lanai 
with tiled floor gives you the perfect spot to 
watch amazing sunsets.

Suncoast Lakes features a gated entry, 
tropical landscaping, 2 miles of sidewalks, a 
fenced playground area, picnic tables, under-
ground utilities, a heated community pool 

and cabana — all in a pet-friendly community 
of 204 homes. The low monthly HOA of $145 
includes cable TV, reclaimed water for your 
sprinkler system, maintenance of the pool, 
common areas, roads, sidewalks and manage-
ment. It’s all located just north of downtown 
Punta Gorda and Charlotte Harbor, and just 15 
minutes from the Punta Gorda Airport. ■

Listed at $365,000 by Curtis Mellon
941-626-3640

RE/MAX Anchor Realty

House Hunting
2816 Suncoast Lakes Blvd., Port Charlotte
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

After two roller coaster 
budget years, Punta Gorda 
Airport expects to keep 
growing its cash reserve for the 
coming year.

Extra cash in the fiscal 2022 
budget means more money to 
pay higher salaries, to catch up 
on maintenance projects, and to 

buy new things including new 
chairs for passengers waiting in 
the Bailey terminal.

All of  this would be 
accomplished with a 
$13.3 million operating budget 
with $17.4 million in reserves, 
if  the budget is approved in 
September.

The fat cash account also 
means more pressure to spend 
airport dollars on projects 
outside the airport.

Commissioners had 
limited comment at their 
budget workshop Thursday, 
but Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver made a pitch for more 
community investment as well 
as airport investment.

In concert 
with her father, 
state Rep. Mike 
Grant, R-Port 
Charlotte, Oliver 
has been the 
most supportive 
commissioner 
of  proposals to 

privatize the public airport.
In 2020, it would have been 

an unprecedented takeover of  
a profitable American airport, 
but after a fumbled attempt by 
the city of  Punta Gorda to take 
over the airport, and a failed 
attempt by Grant to remove 
district representation of  
airport commission seats, the 
question of  privatization has 

faded into the background.
“I think Punta Gorda Airport 

and this airport authority is 
blessed, not only with good 
leadership, a successful 
low cost model, strong 
partnerships, incredible staff 
and also a little bit of  luck,” she 
said. “We now have reserves 
that exceed our needs.”

Oliver said the airport’s 
needs and wants are being met 
and it is able to anticipate its 
capital improvement plans.

“Because we’re so blessed, I 
think it’s important to consider 
in the future how we as an 
airport authority can be a 
blessing to our community,” 
she said. “What can we do 

going forward 
that will not 
only align with 
our mission 
and support 
the aviation 
industry, but 
also benefit 
the broader 

community.”
She asked the authority and 

the airport’s CEO James Parish 
to “keep an eye open and an 
open mind to opportunities 
that present themselves to us 
where we can be a benefit to 
the community and embark on 
other fruitful partnerships.”

Does the airport have too much money?
Cash reserves 

increase pressure 

for community 

spending
OLIVER PARISH

SEE AIRPORT, 3B
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Authority Commission Chair 
James Herston said Parish 
would likely have a special 
meeting with the Federal 
Aviation Administration for 
that.

That’s because the airport is 
not technically allowed to spend 
its money on anything not 
directly related to the airport. 
Privatization was seen as a way 
around that restriction.

Parish did say this year he 
and others will be looking for 

opportunities to 
bring in industry 
to use some of  
the airport land 
now occupied by 
grazing cattle.

“We are 
thinking of  ways 
to get that jump 

started now that industrial de-
velopment seems to be booming 
in this area,” he said.

The problem has always 
been, he said, that industrial 
companies want to own the 
land, and developers want 
to sell it. The airport is not 
allowed to sell the land, only 

rent it.
Cash accounts have grown 

from a low of  $298,865 in 2005 
after Hurricane Charley, 
to a high of  $30.9 million in 
2021, projected to increase to 
$39.2 million in 2022. Parish 
noted he took over the job right 
after Hurricane Charley.

Asked if  the cash levels are 
too high, Parish said he aimed 
for $15 million of  unrestricted 
funds, which is where the air-
port is now. The experience of  
the pandemic revealed how the 
airport needs to be prepared 
for unexpected catastrophe, he 
noted earlier in the meeting.

He also noted too much cash 
in an airport leads to airline 
pressure to lower fees, but PGD 
already charges low fees to 
Allegiant, the only airline at the 
moment.

Fortunately for airports 
across the country, American 
taxpayers supported airports 
during the pandemic — $24 mil-
lion to Punta Gorda alone.

After the meeting, Herston 
noted that having a cash-rich 
business can be a mixed 
blessing as it becomes a target 
for corporate takeover. Herston 
had been open to privatization, 
but backed off after the Punta 

Gorda City Council, on the 
advice of  an airport consultant, 
made a bid to eliminate the 
authority.

Labor will be the biggest 
issue going forward for the 
airport, Parish said, as manage-
ment struggles to find skilled 
labor in such jobs as airplane 
maintenance. Scheduling 15 
interviews nets only two or 
three people who actually show 
up, Parish said.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Allegiant announces two new flights out of the Punta Gorda Airport to two new 
cities. 

The airlines will connect Punta Gorda to Bentonville, Arkansas and Austin, Texas. 

 

The new routes are part of a 22-route expansion across Allegiant’s network, launching just in time to plan 
winter holiday getaways. 

• Bentonville, Arkansas via Northwest Arkansas National Airport (XNA) – beginning Nov. 17, 2021 
with one-way fares as low as $49.* 

• Austin, Texas via Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS) – beginning Nov. 18, 2021 with 
fares as low as $49.* 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-announces-two-new-nonstop-flights-from-punta-gorda-airport   

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-announces-two-new-nonstop-flights-from-punta-gorda-airport
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-announces-two-new-nonstop-flights-from-punta-gorda-airport
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OUR VIEW

Can, should 
airport share 
its wealth?

OUR POSITION: The Punta Gorda Airport 
Authority has worked hard to build up its 
cache of  money so why should they share 
it and is it even possible?

Imagine you’re a working stiff who gets by, 
but who has to live paycheck to paycheck.

Your next-door-neighbor drives a brand 
new luxury car, has a home twice the size of  
yours, regularly hosts fancy parties and you 
hear he’s sending his kid to Harvard.

This guy obviously has some money to 
burn.

Would it hurt him to share a little bit of  
his wealth with you?

That’s sorta the situation with the 
Punta Gorda Airport. Airport Authority 
Commissioner Venessa Oliver suggested at 
last week’s meeting that the board look at 
sharing some of  its $17.4 million in reserves 
with the community. While not opining on 
how or where to spend some of  that money, 
Oliver thought it would be good to share 
some of  the extra riches with an entity that 
would benefit the community as a whole.

Her suggestion didn’t get too far.
The biggest obstacle of  course is the 

oft-repeated iron fist rule by the Federal 
Aviation Administration that funds derived 
from the profitable operation of  an airport 
can only be used on airport projects. You 
can’t loan the money. You can’t spend it on 
anything that is not on airport property. The 
money has to be spent on the airport.

“That’s the federal law,” said 
Commissioner Rob Hancik.

Hancik is right, of  course. But Oliver, in a 
follow-up conversation, suggested there may 
be ways to get around the FAA if  the board 
was willing to think outside the box.

“There are projects we could maybe spend 
money on like the Charlotte Technical 
College and the (mechanic courses being 
offered),” she said. “That is way to advance 
the needs of  the community.

“There are so many things we could do 
besides increase our number of  passengers. 
We can be creative within the parameters of  
the FAA guidelines to support our mission 
and promote aviation.”

Oliver said she had nothing specific to 
propose but she felt the board should “look 
at what we can do and not what we can’t do.”

The Airport Authority has provided 
logical, valued guidance for a long time 
— rebuilding from the Hurricane Charley 
destruction in 2004 to quite likely the most 
profitable airport its size in Florida. Its 
members deserve a standing ovation for the 
work they’ve done.

And that is good reason to at least lend an 
ear to Oliver’s ideas. She’s the newcomer. 
She came into office on a well-financed 
campaign that rubbed some people the 
wrong way.

Hancik, for one, survived an elected two 
years before Oliver came on board against 
another candidate who was back by Oliver’s 
father, Republican Rep. Michael Grant. That 
election, which included mailers critical of  
Hancik, has left a bitter taste.

Hancik and Kathleen Coppola are up for 
re-election in 2022. Coppola has said she 
would not run again but all the fuss over 
privatization might spur her to reconsider, 
Hancik guessed. Whatever happens, he 
expects candidates who think more like 
Grant and Oliver will challenge for those 
two seats and they will have a lot of  money 
to spend, he said.

We hope the board’s position on 
privatization or sharing money does not 
come down to a bitter election. We’d like 
to see some movement toward a broader 
approach to projects and how to spend the 
money attributed to the board’s hard work 
over the years.

There is plenty of  room for idea sharing.

Charlotte Sun 
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Bentonville, Arkansas and Austin, Texas will be easier to fly to soon. 

Two new non-stop flights from the Punta Gorda Regional Airport will begin in mid-November. In an announcement 
on Aug. 10, airport officials revealed that Allegiant Airlines plans to begin service to Bentonville, Arkansas and 
Austin, Texas. Service to Austin will be on Sundays and Thursdays, and service to Bentonville will be twice 
weekly on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  

Service to Austin via Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS) will be on Sundays and Thursdays, and service 
to Bentonville via Northwest Arkansas National Airport (XNA) will be twice weekly on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Flight days, times and fares can be found at Allegiant.com. Locals can save $18 per person, per flight by buying 
tickets at the Bailey Terminal during ticketing hours. 

https://news.wgcu.org/2021-08-10/allegiant-airlines-adds-two-non-stop-flights-at-punta-gorda-airport  
 
 
 

https://www.flypgd.com/
https://www.flypgd.com/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tOHXHR13eYBSx-OzE3_sn2Re9Vp2j0-cjOQfkrEEy-zppKacMdR-1916-4D9RLMhOpT7oUDLrUP0VniGX9HBuAHe86FbnmpP_0Fa3nbwTx1epY3VfZr2bD4ix6m33SINlrCIBRTCE73NPQ2sfqMKmg==&c=pWV79sikxjk4hpx3pPeFOz3JU_K6dsjO8LzUdzRlKCxAorBs1I8bNw==&ch=tr4Z2_7jTqissAlS3QBmmJIuwt56cvY0ho-L0sjNPyUl0v55Y7kMgg==__;!!IkmNjII!Skod6OJe-5TdkrHklZlePd-AgZpKb25Mx8gOA2tuZccFHE9gyqNdMNSfqMTdbIF32A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tOHXHR13eYBSx-OzE3_sn2Re9Vp2j0-cjOQfkrEEy-zppKacMdR-1916-4D9RLMhOpT7oUDLrUP0VniGX9HBuAHe86FbnmpP_0Fa3nbwTx1epY3VfZr2bD4ix6m33SINlrCIBRTCE73NPQ2sfqMKmg==&c=pWV79sikxjk4hpx3pPeFOz3JU_K6dsjO8LzUdzRlKCxAorBs1I8bNw==&ch=tr4Z2_7jTqissAlS3QBmmJIuwt56cvY0ho-L0sjNPyUl0v55Y7kMgg==__;!!IkmNjII!Skod6OJe-5TdkrHklZlePd-AgZpKb25Mx8gOA2tuZccFHE9gyqNdMNSfqMTdbIF32A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015lZRFKkg-GwU6dskU-M3-YusWkJ4k4Cp_13y64Sg8AZ605fJ35QKz6iASTnOS_tQ08HzoRPl-zNP27QJYWVbyRaggeite9dcCVs3IddfZDX9j33MpYmGCy8AFGrred08yLpBNaWX9VtPfg2vVtyt80R0bI45QtnW8tk_3SUNRi0=&c=ejNJ2gDdrE632Qvs9U_UkjeioKW9hCpGvLb0F3CWan-SUL0A2ONzpQ==&ch=PsTIDlaTjAm1yuKTPz9yT6Qvv1EXK-gw9I3LB2rjCeTFac2kIQA7mw==__;!!IkmNjII!Skod6OJe-5TdkrHklZlePd-AgZpKb25Mx8gOA2tuZccFHE9gyqNdMNSfqMQZEVPN2Q$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015lZRFKkg-GwU6dskU-M3-YusWkJ4k4Cp_13y64Sg8AZ605fJ35QKz6iASTnOS_tQ08HzoRPl-zNP27QJYWVbyRaggeite9dcCVs3IddfZDX9j33MpYmGCy8AFGrred08yLpBNaWX9VtPfg2vVtyt80R0bI45QtnW8tk_3SUNRi0=&c=ejNJ2gDdrE632Qvs9U_UkjeioKW9hCpGvLb0F3CWan-SUL0A2ONzpQ==&ch=PsTIDlaTjAm1yuKTPz9yT6Qvv1EXK-gw9I3LB2rjCeTFac2kIQA7mw==__;!!IkmNjII!Skod6OJe-5TdkrHklZlePd-AgZpKb25Mx8gOA2tuZccFHE9gyqNdMNSfqMQZEVPN2Q$
https://news.wgcu.org/2021-08-10/allegiant-airlines-adds-two-non-stop-flights-at-punta-gorda-airport
https://news.wgcu.org/2021-08-10/allegiant-airlines-adds-two-non-stop-flights-at-punta-gorda-airport


By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Two new destina-
tions will be available for travelers out of  
Punta Gorda Airport this fall.

Allegiant announced it will add 
nonstop service to Bentonville, Arkansas, 
and Austin, Texas, this November with 
one-way fares starting at $49.

“We’re excited that Allegiant keeps 
expanding its service to new destinations 
that our locals can enjoy,” Airport 
spokesperson Kaley Miller told The Daily 
Sun.

“I’ve heard a lot of  enthusiasm about 
the Austin route, as it’s known for having 
an awesome live music scene, cool 
neighborhoods and surrounding lakes 
for outdoor exploration.”

Airport adds 
2 Allegiant 

routes
Flights to Austin, 

Arkansas will be  

available this fall

FILE PHOTO PROVIDED

An Allegiant airplane at the Punta 
Gorda Airport

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2021  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION C 

SEE AIRPORT, 3C

Charlotte Sun 

clipper
Highlight



www.yoursun.com  |  The Daily Sun WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2021    PAGE 3C

Miller went on to say that 
Bentonville is a major moun-
tain biking area with trails in 
the Ozark Mountain hills, as 
well as in the city.

Bentonville is also hometown 
to Walmart and its original 
headquarters.

Starting Nov. 17, 2021, service 
to Bentonville, via Northwest 
Arkansas National Airport 
(XNA), will be available twice 
weekly on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays.

Service to Austin, through 
Austin-Bergstrom International 
Airport (AUS), will be available 
on Sundays and Thursdays, 
beginning Nov. 18, 2021.

“Punta Gorda has been an 
incredibly popular gateway to 
Southwest Florida for Allegiant 
customers,” said Allegiant 
spokesperson Hilarie Grey. “ 
There’s a growing population in 
that northwest Arkansas area, 
and we’ve seen a lot of  demand 
for nonstop flights to Florida 
destinations.”

Grey said Punta Gorda has 
been a frequently requested 
route from the Arkansas 

area due to its access to other 
Southwest Florida cities, in-
cluding Naples and Fort Myers.

“Similarly,” she continued, 
“although you probably think 
of  Austin primarily as a 
destination city because of  the 
music and cultural scene, there 
is high demand among local 
residents there who are looking 
for convenient, nonstop flights 
for vacations in Southwest 
Florida.”

Allegiant is also adding 
two new routes at Sarasota 
Bradenton International 
Airport (SRQ), including:

Cedar Rapids, Iowa via The 

Eastern Iowa Airport (CID) – 
beginning Nov. 19, 2021 with 
one-way fares starting at $49.

Tulsa, Oklahoma via Tulsa 
International Airport (TUL) 
– beginning Dec. 15, 2021 with
one-way fares starting at $49.

“A hallmark of  Allegiant’s 
service is to connect travelers 
to warmer destinations where 
they can enjoy a variety of  
outdoor leisure activities,” said 
Drew Wells, Allegiant senior 
vice president of  revenue and 
network planning, in a press 
release.

“We’re continuing that 
tradition with this expansion by 

giving customers more afford-
able, nonstop options to visit 
Florida, Arizona and California 
during the fall and winter 
seasons,” he continued.

Seats and dates are limited 
and fares are not available on 
all flights.

Flight days, times and fares 
can be found at Allegiant.com.

Other flights and information 
can be found at FlyPGD.com

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
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One easy way to conserve electricity 
while saving on your electric bill is to 
power down your computer when you are 
not using it. If you are one to jump on and 
off your pc for work or pleasure, LCEC 
energy experts recommend that you put 
your . computer in sleep mode whenever 

FPRA Southwest Florida 
Chapter to meet Sept. 14 

The Southwest Florida Chapter of the 
Florida Public Relations Association will 
host its monthly luncheon from noon to 
1:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 14, at Dave and 
Buster's, 13499 S. Cleveland Ave., Ste. 
400, Fort Myers, inside Bell Tower Shops. 

The September luncheon will feature 
the president of FPRA, Devon Chestnut, 
APR, CPRC, and a panel of chapter mem
bers who attended the 82nd FPRA state 
conference in August. Panelists will 
include conference scholarship recipients 
and members of the chapter leadership 
team who will share conference highlights 
and key takeaways from top industry lead
ers nationwide. 

In addition to her role as FPRA presi
dent, Chestnut is the communications man
ager for Cox Communications. 

The featured panelists include: 
Alexandra Argueta of Pushing the 
Envelope, Kelly Apfel of Midwest Food 
Bank, Jennifer Benton, APR, CPRC of 
TeleSpecialists, Ashley Loubier of M&M 
Multimedia and Juliana Metzner of Vectra 
Digital. 

This luncheon will also serve as the 
swearing-in ceremony for the 2021-2022 
board and leadership team. 

The cost to register for this event is $30 
for members, $40 for future members and 
$25 for students. Please register at: 
https://www.fpraswfl.org/event-registra
tion/fpra-events/september-program
recapping-82nd-fpra-state-conference/. 

For additional information, please visit 
the Southwest Florida Chapter of FPRA 
website at http://www.fpraswfl.org. 

Gelman admitted to 
Federation of Defense 
and Corporate Counsel 

The law finn of Henderson, Franklin, 
Starnes & Holt, P.A., last week announced 
that stockholder and litigation attorney 
Heath Gelman was accepted into member
ship with the Federation of Defense and 
Corporate Counsel. 

Gelman represents individuals and com
panies in matters of automobile negligence, 
premises liability, professional liability, 
first party insurance and wrongful death. 
He also handles construction defect litiga
tion and represents lawyers, architects, 
engineers and other design professionals in 
various aspects of risk management, claims 
and litigation. Gelman brings a unique per
spective after serving as both defense 
counsel for over a decade and then as a 
plaintiff personal injury lawyer with one of 
the largest law firms in the United States. 
He is also a contributor the Southwest 
Florida Business arid IP Blog, with a focus 
on COVID-related litigation. 

Gelman received his undergraduate 
degree from Florida Atlantic University 
and his law degree from St. Thomas 
University School of Law. He may be 
reached at heath.gelman@henlaw.com or 
by phone at 239-344-1273. 

Henderson Franklin is one of the 
largest, locally-based law firms between 

Good 

possible. 
Below is the cost difference for keeping 

your desktop computer with an LCD 
screen on 24/7 for an entire year: 

• Fully powered: approximately $89
• Sleep mode: approximately $20
Other tips to keep in mind when it

comes to your pc: 
• Power off monitor if you will be

away from your computer for more than 
20 minutes. 

• Power off your computer and monitor
if you will be away from your computer 
for more than two hours. 

BUSINESS BRIEFS 

ill 

Allegiant announces 
new nonstop service 
from Punta Gorda Airport 

Allegiant this week announced nonstop 
service to Bentonville. Ark., and Austin, 
Texas, from Punta Gorda Airport. To cele
brate, Allegiant is offering one-way fares 
on the new routes as low as $49. 

The new routes are part of a 22-route 
expansion across Allegiant's network, 
launching just in time to plan winter holi
day getaways. 

The new routes to Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD) include: 

• Bentonville, Arkansas, via Northwest

Arkansas National Airport (XNA) - begin
ning Nov. 17, 2021. 

• Austin, Texas via Austin-Bergstrom

International Airport (AUS) - beginning 
Nov. 18,2021. 

Allegiant's full network expansion 
announced includes 24 additional cities, 
Las Vegas, Minneapolis and Fort 
Lauderdale among them. 

For more details, optional services and 
baggage fees, please visit Allegiant.com. 

A veteran banking professional, Golden 

Boat Lifl Covers 

Email: 

w 

• uncn your oesKtop ror a iaprnp wrncn
uses substantially less electricity. 

• Look for the Energy Star logo when
purchasing electronics. 

Visit the Energy Efficiency tab on 
lcec.net to discover more ways to help you 
save. 

has 26 years of experience in community 
and regional banking. He joined the bank 
in 2015 to oversee the bank's market 
expansion and the development, growth 
and management of all retail locations. In 
2019, he was named director of business 
development and is responsible for the cul
tivation and retention of consumer and 
commercial clients, as well as leading com
munity relations. 

He will continue to manage the bank's 
business development efforts pursuing 
opportunities for long-term growth and 
revenue in Southwest Florida. His added 
responsibilities include originating com
mercial loans and developing new com
mercial relationships. 

A Fort Myers native, Golden graduated 
from University of Central Florida and the 
Consumer Bankers Association's Graduate 
School of Retail Banking. Founded in 
2003, Sanibel Captiva Community Bank 
has two locations on Sanibel Island and six 
more locations throughout Lee County. To 
learn more, visit www.SanCapBank.com. 

Daugherty joins 
Spiro & Associates 
as senior art director 

Spiro & Associates Marketing, 
Advertising, Public Relations and Brand 
Architecture has announced the hiring of 
Heather Daugherty as the new senior art 
director. 

Daugherty will be working alongside a 
team that will execute branding material 
for the clients of Spiro & Associates. 

Daugherty is bringing more than 20 
years of design experience to the agency. 
She has spent most of her career designing 
books in the publishing industry in New 
York City, working for Penguin Group, 
Random House, HarperCollins Publishing 
and most recently, Scholastic Inc. 

Daugherty was born in Detroit, Mich., 
and raised in the Tampa Bay area where 
her family still lives. She started her educa
tion in fine arts at The University of Tampa 
where she studied photography but trans
ferred to the New England School of Art 
and Design at Suffolk University in 
Boston, Mass., where she received her 
bachelor of fine arts in graphic design. 

Spiro & Associates is a Southwest 
Florida marketing, advertising, public rela
tions and brand architecture firms. The 
company serves local, regional, and nation
al clients in the fields of land development, 
construction, retail, residential and com
mercial real estate, law, marine, business, 
residential services, and many more. 
Online: SpiroAndAssociates.com or con
tact 239-481-5511. 
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Florida International Air Show
The Florida International Air Show 

will be Oct. 16-17 at the Punta Gorda 

Airport. Featuring the F-16 Viper Demo 

Team, the C-17 Globemaster III and 

more. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets on sale 

now. Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 

Airport Road, Punta Gorda. For more 

information, call 833-743-3427 or www.

floridaairshow.com.

 Featured

Aug. 14 - 20
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Allegiant Air has announced new service to airports
in Sarasota-Bradenton and Punta Gorda.

The Las Vegas-based airline said it will begin ser-
vice to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, from
Sarasota-Bradenton later this year. Cedar Rapids ser-
vice will start Nov. 19 and fl�ights to and from Tulsa will
begin Dec. 15.

At Punta Gorda Airport, which was Allegiant’s busi-
est destination during the height of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the airline will start fl�ights to Bentonville, Ar-
kansas, Nov. 17. Flights to Austin, Texas, will start the
next day.

All four fl�ights will have a one-way introductory fare
of $49. 

Both Cedar Rapids and Tulsa are new routes for Sa-
rasota-Bradenton. Adding these two destinations
bumps the airport’s total to 50. 

“These two cities would be new markets for us
that’ll allow us to continue to diversify and add a more
consistent year-round infl�ux of visitation through
these types of services,” Elliott Falcione, executive di-
rector of the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau, said. 

The Sarasota area, including Manatee County, was
named as No. 9 on U.S. News & World Report’s list of
the top places to live in the country about a month ago.
That makes this a great time to leverage that status to
new markets, Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sara-
sota County, said.

“That’s a great way of introducing us to a market,”
she said. “We can’t wait to welcome visitors from those
two cities.” 

The Midwest in general has always been a strong
market for the Sarasota-Bradenton area, airport presi-
dent and CEO Rick Piccolo said. He said he’s also glad
that Allegiant, which is the largest carrier at the air-
port, has added a western destination in Tulsa.

The airport mostly fl�ies to the Northeast, Midwest

and Southeast but has added some western destina-
tions, like Denver, in recent months. 

This year has been an especially strong one, busi-

Laura Finaldi Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Adding destinations
New Allegiant fl�ights 
to Cedar Rapids, Tulsa 
at SRQ to start this year

Allegiant Air has added new service at Sarasota-
Bradenton International Airport and Punta Gorda
Airport. HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

See ALLEGIANT, Page 6A

Alexandria
Highlight



6A | MONDAY, AUGUST 16, 2021 | NAPLES DAILY NEWS +

ness-wise, for the Sarasota-Bradenton
airport. Southwest Airlines joined in
February with fl�ights to four destina-
tions and six months later that number
is up to 19. 

The airport has broken its own pas-
senger traffi�c record several times this
year, most recently in June, with
312,909 travelers. This comes during a

time of record-breaking tourism for the
Sarasota-Manatee area.

Allegiant is also behind the new Sun-
seeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, which
was delayed by 18 months because of
the pandemic. Allegiant plans to re-
sume construction on the resort this
month. 

John Redmond, president of Alle-
giant, said at a press conference last
week that the airline will likely fl�y 2 mil-
lion people in and out of Punta Gorda
alone by 2022. 

Allegiant
Continued from Page 3A



SARASOTA, Fla. — Low-cost carrier Allegiant is connecting more travelers to the Tampa Bay area with new 
flights out of Sarasota Bradenton International Airport. 

New flights to SRQ will be available from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, at fares as low as $49, the 
company announced. 

The new routes are part of Allegiant's expansion of its services in 25 cities across the U.S. Other airports in Florida 
with new Allegiant flights include Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport, Punta Gorda Airport and Fort Lauderdale-
Hollywood International Airport. 

"A hallmark of Allegiant's service is to connect travelers to warmer destinations where they can enjoy a variety of 
outdoor leisure activities," Drew Wells, Allegiant's senior vice president of revenue and network planning, said in a 
statement. "And we've continued that tradition with this expansion by giving customers more affordable, nonstop 
options to visit Florida..." 

The airline is well known for connecting travelers to destinations through airports in smaller cities where 
commercial air service might be lacking. 

Flight day, times and low fares can be found at Allegiant.com. 

https://www.wtsp.com/article/travel/allegiant-airlines-sarasota/67-32f15511-c3bb-40e0-bab4-8ef6b1e8128d  

https://ir.allegiantair.com/news-releases/news-release-details/allegiant-announces-major-service-expansion-22-new-nonstop
https://ir.allegiantair.com/news-releases/news-release-details/allegiant-announces-major-service-expansion-22-new-nonstop
https://ir.allegiantair.com/news-releases/news-release-details/allegiant-announces-major-service-expansion-22-new-nonstop
https://www.allegiantair.com/?fbclid=IwAR2Sv7lYHmUkghy230SYMZNIU3F5dPfPY8koMMVCOZdSQpU_PP_or1lqG60
https://www.allegiantair.com/?fbclid=IwAR2Sv7lYHmUkghy230SYMZNIU3F5dPfPY8koMMVCOZdSQpU_PP_or1lqG60


Summer 
passenger 
numbers 

‘promising’
July airport travel  

up 10% from 2019

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda 
Airport representatives are feeling 
positive about travel this summer with 
passenger counts resembling that of 
2019 before the pandemic.

“The numbers are very promising as 
July’s 2021 passenger numbers were 
nearly 10% higher than 2019,” said 
airport spokesperson Kaley Miller.

July 2021 passenger totals were 
recorded at just over 161,000 compared 
to around 147,000 in July 2019.

In July 2020, the passenger count was 
significantly lower — around 47,600 — 
due to the pandemic.

For summer 2021, PGD saw around 
142,000 passengers in June, a 5.3% jump 
from June 2019’s 135,000 passenger total.

In May 2021, they only had around 
97,000 travelers fly through Punta Gorda 
Airport, which was down almost 21% 
from 2019.

Passenger data from 2019 offers a 
better comparison due to the fact the 
airline industry was affected so heavily 
by shutdowns and other issues during 
the pandemic in 2020.

Despite that progress, less travel is 
expected for August and September, but 
that is a common trend for the area.

“August and September are usually 
the slowest months of the year, and this 
year will be no different,” Miller said.

Based on Allegiant’s flight schedule, 
she said they are predicting passenger 
numbers for the next few months to 
trend with their comparative months in 
2019.

PGD reports show that for August 
2019 around 98,000 passengers traveled 
through PGD with September 2019 at 
almost 57,100.

In October 2019, however, travel 
through PGD picked back up with 
passenger counts recorded at around 
117,500.

“Allegiant schedules fewer flights in 
August and September, but things will 
pick up again in October, November 
and December,” Miller said. “We hope 
passengers continue booking flights and 
feel confident travelling.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com

SUN FILE PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Passengers walk onto an Allegiant flight 
out of Punta Gorda Airport.
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A North Carolina-
based commercial real estate development 
firm has received preliminary approval 
to build a 250,000-square-foot distribution 
center on Piper Road in Punta Gorda, and its 
tenant will likely be FedEx.

SunCap Property Group’s website shows it 
has built five projects in Florida, and all are 
FedEx distribution centers of  similar size to 
the facility planned for Punta Gorda.

A call to FedEx confirmed a FedEx 
distribution center in Punta Gorda is being 
discussed.

“FedEx Ground is engaged in discussions 
with local officials for the potential leasing 
of  a package distribution center on Piper 
Road,” an email from a FedEx media repre-
sentative confirmed. 

“A project of  this size requires careful 
planning and close coordination with the 
developer, city, county and state officials,” 
the representative said, adding that the 
firm will not publicly discuss details of  the 
project until it has been finalized.

Can firm 
deliver FedEx to 

Punta Gorda?
Planned 250,000-square-

foot building would be 

among largest in city

SEE FEDEX, 12A
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SunCap Property Group 
LLC, represented by the 
firm’s legal counsel Jason 
Bria, submitted the firm’s 
site plan to Charlotte County 
on May 27. It was approved 
on June 29, said Maryann 
Franks, the county’s 
Community Development 
zoning coordinator.

The facility and parking 
lot — with spaces for more 
than 430 vehicles — will 
take up some 25 to 30 acres 
of  the 100-acre parcel, said 
Dave Gammon, executive 
director of  the Charlotte 
County Office of  Economic 
Development.

He called the project 
“impressive” and a great 
addition to the community.

“It is going well in the 
planning department,” he 
added.

Groundbreaking is slated 
for November.

“The tenant would occupy 
the building in a year,” 
Gammon said. “It would be 
ready in the 2022 season.”

He said the location 
was “ideal,” being near 
Interstate 75 and Punta 
Gorda Airport, and although 
the entrance will be on Piper 
Road, a large portion of  the 
property is along Jones Loop 
Road.

Once finished, the distri-
bution center will be one 
of  the largest buildings in 

the area. Cheney Brothers, 
which is a 345,000-square-
foot facility, is north of  the 
proposed SunCap Property 
Group site.

The building, which is 
near the large pond off Piper 
Road, will be visible from 
I-75, Gammon noted.

Calls to SunCap Property
Group representatives and 
an email to Jason Bria were 
not returned.

Franks said the firm will 
next submit its final site 
plan for review, and upon 
approval SunCap will be able 
to pull its building permits.

SunCap has built FedEx 
distribution centers in 
Pompano Beach, West Palm 
Beach, Jacksonville and two 
in Miami.

FEDEX
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTO PROVIDED BY SUNCAP PROPERTY GROUP

This FedEx ground distribution center in Miami, built by developer 
SunCap Property Group, is 247,334 square feet. The developer is 
planning a facility of similar size in Punta Gorda.
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Stimulus money  
for airport, Allegiant
Editor:

I do not like to write letters 
to the editor but I would like to 
comment on an opinion piece, 

August 10, concerning Vanessa 
Oliver’s suggestion that the airport 
spend money on other than airport 
projects.

You were very complimentary 
about how the airport 
commissioners had managed 
money. Possibly you did not know, 
or forgot, that in 2020 the Punta 
Gorda Airport applied for and 
received, $24 million in stimulus 
money, which obviously they did 
not need.

Allegiant received $90 million 
in stimulus money, which enabled 
them to show a profit the next 
quarter.

So maybe the airport could 
contribute to each Charlotte County 
resident when they write the check 
on April 15 to the I.R.S to begin to 
replenish the federal government’s 
general fund for the $114 million 
donation to Allegiant and the P.G. 
Airport?

Bob Starr
Punta Gorda

Our smiles, not lives, 
important to governor
Editor:

If  I should pass away due to the 
Delta COVID-19, I have asked my 
family to make sure the mortician 
puts a smile on my face.

I wouldn’t want my great 
governor not to see my smiling face.

He believes seeing that smile is 
more important than your life.

Harry Thomas
Port Charlotte

Governor: Your 
leadership is lacking
Editor:

Governor DeSantis:
As retired county administrator 

of  Charlotte County, Florida, I want 
to send you a direct message of  
how disappointed I am in your poor 
leadership.

I believe that your 
actions regarding COVID-19 
recommendations are a direct 
result of  where Florida is regarding 
Florida being the leading state in 
the number of  cases across the 
country.

I am pleading that you support 
the CDC and the White House 
recommendations.

If  not, I will not be able to support 
you in any future endeavors.

Raymond J. Sandrock
Punta Gorda

Biden has brought  
troubled times for all
Editor:

A reader recently asked how 
Trump’s policies compared to 
Biden’s. It will not take much space 
to answer. Trump’s policies were 
the complete opposite of  what we 
have today.

With Trump we had:
Record employment, folks being 

lifted out of  poverty at record 
levels, our allies were paying 

their bills, our adversaries were 
held in check, our borders were 
secured, inflation was held in 
check, our cities were safer and 
law enforcement supported, and a 
vaccine developed in record time 
to deal with COVID-19. And, we 
were also energy independent. 
Others could be listed but these are 
representative of  Trump’s policies.

Under Biden we have complete 
chaos everywhere we look with 
more developing each day. If  
members of  either political party 
are happy with what’s going on in 
Washington today, then God help 
us because we will have truly lost 
our way as a country. One might 
also ask, If  a wife truly loved her 
husband how could she subject him 
to the embarrassment President 
Biden experiences almost daily? 
Is living in the White House that 
important? As we now know if  the 
answers are not written down, he’s 
in trouble and it’s really sad to 
watch.

God Bless America and all she 
stands for and may we soon work 
our way out of  these troubled times.

Joe Gregory
Port Charlotte

Maybe our generals  
not that great
Editor:

One of  today’s (8/4) letter writers, 
in referring to Donald Trump, said: 
He lost me when he stated, “I know 
more than all the generals…”

Question: Was that in reference to 
the same generals who’ve failed to 
win a war, not one single war, since 
WWII?

Just curious.
Alex Gregorewsky

Port Charlotte

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters are welcome on virtually any 

subject, but we do have some rules. 
Please keep them to less than 250 
words. Letters will be edited to length 
as well as for grammar and spelling. All 
letters must be signed with full name 
—  not initials. An address and telephone 
number must be included, but will not 
be published. Due to the number of 
letters received, we are able to run only 
one letter per person per month. 

Opinions and statements made in 
letters are solely those of the individual 
writers. 

Mail your letters to The Sun, Letters 
to the Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, 
Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or email 
them to letters@yoursun.com. Further 
questions, call 941-681-3003.
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Challenges to the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority’s 
election process had airport 
commissioners at odds again 
Thursday.

In a 4-1 vote, the board set 
in motion re-establishing a 
February 2021 resolution that 
supports its current require-
ment of  one commissioner 

from each of  the county’s five 
districts.

In February, state Rep. 
Michael Grant, R-Port 
Charlotte, proposed eliminat-
ing district-level voting for the 
authority.

At Thursday’s meeting, 
Commissioner Rob Hancik 
warned that Grant could raise 
the issue again at the Nov. 
10 meeting of  the legislative 
delegation.

“I think we need to be 
prepared,” Hancik said. “In 
anticipation that he (Grant) is 
probably going to try it again 
— I don’t know if  he is or not 
other than his statement (at the 
February legislative meeting) 

that he would do so.
“I think we should establish 

a resolution, as we have in the 
past, on what our position is 
about changing the structure of  
the Airport Authority.”

The February 2021 resolu-
tion, which was also approved 
4-1, established the authority’s
opposition to eliminating sin-
gle-member districts to make
way for at-large commissioners
and supported maintaining
their current geographical
representation.

Commissioner Vanessa Oliver, 
Grant’s daughter, opposed the 
idea of  bringing the new resolu-
tion before the authority, calling 
it “a little presumptuous.”

“I would hate for this airport 
commission to make a decision 
about future resolutions when 
the timing is not appropriate,” 
Oliver said. “There’s nothing 
on the table (for the November 

delegation). There’s been 
no agenda produced and no 
recommendations made. 

Should Airport board have say in election method?
Contentious issue 

resurfaces at 

meeting

Charlotte County Airport 
Authority Commissioner Rob 
Hancik

SUN PHOTOS BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Charlotte County Airport 
Authority Commissioner 
Vanessa Oliver

SEE ELECTION, 3B
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“Unless we want to 
come across this (as) 
a little jumpy, a little 
presumptuous,” she 
continued, “I think we 
should probably wait 
and see what is proposed 
before deciding that we 
are adamantly opposed to 
everything.”

Oliver also thought it 
would be wrong of  the 
board to make decisions 
about its own election 
process.

“It’s highly 

inappropriate for this 
board, which is a mutual 
government authority, to 
take a political position 
as it relates to the method 
in which we are elected,” 
she said. “If  we want to 
present our own opinions, 
I think that is fine to do as 
individual citizens.

“It does not affect the 
airport, it just affects us 
as commissioners and us 
politically,” she added. 
“It’s a political matter, 
let’s be clear about this.”

The new resolution 
still has to be brought 
back before airport 
commissioners at a future 

meeting before anything 
official is in place.

CARR STAYING PUT  
AS AIRPORT ATTORNEY 

A proposal to seek 
new legal counsel for the 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority was shot down 
Thursday without even a 
vote.

Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver had made the 
motion, saying lucrative 
contracts to area law 
firms deserve to go out 
for bid.

“This is important 
for transparency and 
accountability to put this 

out for bid,” she said. “It’s 
good governance.”

Her motion died with-
out receiving a second 
from other authority 
members.

Attorney Darol Carr 
has been serving the 
authority since March 
2017.

Oliver was concerned 
that an actual contract 
for those services was not 
available.

“I think this is another 
instance where we must 
have lost the contract 
because when I asked 
for all the copies of  the 
contracts that we have for 

professional services, all I 
got was a barely two-page 
letter (acknowledging 

Carr’s) selection,” she 
said. “I did not see an 
actual contract signed 
by the authority and 
the (Farr Law Firm) to 
perform the services.”

Punta Gorda Airport 
CEO James Parish said 
that’s how they have 
“proceeded in the past.”

“The board’s policy has 
been to hire an attorney 
and stick with them until 
such time that we are not 
happy with them or they 
decide to resign or retire,” 
he said.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Punta Gorda Airport 
Attorney Darol Carr
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A Fort-
Myers based aviation company 
on Friday was close to signing 
a lease to build a mechanics 
facility on 66 acres at the 
Punta Gorda Airport, the firm 
confirmed.

“We are actively negotiating 
this today,” Blackbird Aviation 
Group CEO Frank Matos said.

Airport spokesperson Kaley 
Miller confirmed that was 
underway as well.

“Economic Development 
has also been working with 
Blackbird, but (it) has not yet 
signed a lease,” she said. 

The land is on the northeast 
end of  the airport.

At a Charlotte County Airport 
Authority meeting this spring, 
Airport Chief  Executive Officer 
James Parrish estimated 
the company’s cost to build 

Aviation firm 
expected to 
land at PGD

Maintenance facility  

will be on about  

66 acres near 

airport

SEE AVIATION, 10C
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the facility could be 
$100 million.

The proposed 
maintenance, repair and 
overhaul facility, when 
completed, is expected 
to be about the size of  a 
Walmart Supercenter.

Matos said he could 
not provide further 

information other than 
to say the deal was about 
to be completed.

“Details are coming 
next week for sure; 
we are meeting as we 
speak,” he said.

After several months, 
Matos said the deal 
becoming a reality was 
“the icing on the cake.”

AVIATION
FROM PAGE 1C

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

The Blackbird Aviation mechanics facility was proposed to go on 66 acres on the left side of this aerial 
view of Punta Gorda Airport.

About Blackbird Aviation Group
Blackbird Aviation 

Group LLC is a Florida 

Foreign Limited-Liability 

Company filed on June 

22, 2021.

The registered agent 

on file for this company 

is Robert A. Hovnan, 

located in Coral Springs.

The company’s principal 

address is 17598 

Rockefeller Circle, Suite 

201, Fort Myers.

The company’s 

principals are Frank 

Matos from Fort Myers, 

and Julia S. Matos, from 

Virginia Gardens, Florida.

SOURCE: BIZAPEDIA.COM
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

A 40,000-square-foot industri-
al building is nearing comple-
tion off Piper Road in Punta 
Gorda, and three more will 
be built at the site, according 
to Rob Humpel, president of  
Florida Premier Contractors.

In addition to being the 
president of  FPC, Humpel is 
also a partner in the Woodlawn 
Industrial Park group, which 
owns the property located a 
half-mile south of  Punta Gorda 
Airport.

Due to be finished Oct. 1, 
the multi-use building in the 
Airport Commerce Center is a 
“spec” building. Recently The 
Daily Sun talked with Humpel 
about his project that will likely 
attract manufacturers — and 
jobs — to Punta Gorda.

Why did you decide to build a spec 
home rather than wait for would-be 
tenants to come to you?

For three to four years, 
we’ve had about a dozen people 

wanting to move their business 
to this area, and some who 
needed more space. When we 
told them how long it would 
take to build, some said they 
needed the space in six months, 
as they had already sold their 

building in North Carolina, for 
instance.

How long does it take to complete 
a building like the ones you have 
planned?

After getting permits, etc., the 

actual building process takes 
10 months to a year, so roughly 
a year and a half. There have 
been delays in getting certain 
materials, so probably a year 
and a half  (if  delays continue 
for the next building).

So now, when tenants are looking 
for space, they can move right in?

Yes.

Will one or more tenants occupy the 
building?

The configuration is flexible. 
There could be one tenant 
taking up the 40,000 square feet, 
or eight needing 5,000 square 
feet each, or any combination 
in between: 10,000, 15,000, 20,000 
square feet, etc.

These will be leased commercial 
spaces?

Either a person can lease the 
building, or we can sell it.

What kinds of businesses have 
expressed previous interest, and 
which types do you think will come?

We’ve talked with 

manufacturers: automotive 
lighting and building LED light-
ing; roof  racks, AC, and sheet 
metal work. Some company 
might need more space for its 
parts supplies, for example. The 
space can accommodate cabinet 
makers. We have loading docks, 
high ceilings, ample power and 
plumbing, and the building is 
fully fire-sprinklered.

Can the building accommodate a 
showroom?

A glass and window company 
wanted a showroom up front, 
with offices, and a warehouse 
in the rear. We want to keep 
things as flexible as possible.

You have plans to build three 
more similar buildings; when will 
construction begin on them?

After we sell or lease the 
first building, we will begin the 
second.

What is the exact address of the 
property?

28261 Woodlawn Drive, in 
Punta Gorda.

40K-square-foot building nearing completion in Punta Gorda

SUN PHOTO BY NANCY J. SEMON

The first of four, 40,000-square-foot buildings at the Airport 
Industrial Center on Woodlawn Drive off Piper Road, will be 
finished Oct. 1, said Florida Premier Contractors president, Rob 
Humpel.

Charlotte Sun

clipper
Highlight

clipper
Highlight



PUNTA GORDA - SOCOM Para-Commandos will be back in action when the show returns the the 
Punta Gorda airport. 

The Para-Commandos are the U.S. Special Operations command's premier aerial parachute 
demonstration team. They perform at high visibility events across the nation and are comprised of active-
duty special operators, such as Army Special Forces, Army Rangers, Navy Seals, Air Force Combat 
Controllers and Marine Raiders.   

The Florida International Air Show will take place on October 16 and 17. Head over 
to https://www.floridaairshow.com/ to snag your tickets! 

https://www.snntv.com/story/44580364/socom-paracommandos-return-to-the-florida-international-air-show  

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.snntv.com/story/44580364/socom-paracommandos-return-to-the-florida-international-air-show
https://www.snntv.com/story/44580364/socom-paracommandos-return-to-the-florida-international-air-show
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topstories from BusinessObserverFL.com 
SARASOTA-MANATEE 

Airline adds 
new routes 

Allegiant recently added non
stop service to Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
from the Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport. 

The new routes are part of 
a 22-route expansion across 
Allegiant's network. The 
Cedar Rapids route will begin 
Nov. 
19, according to a statement, 
and the service to Tulsa will 
begin Dec. 15. The airline also 
is adding nonstop flights from 
Punta Gorda Airport to 
Bentonville, Arkansas, and 
Austin, Texas, beginning 
mid-November. 

BYTHE 
NUMBERS 

$170,000 
Cost to transform a Brooks 
Burgers location in Naples 
into Ben Allen's Backyard 
Grill &Pub 

PAGE7 

$3 million 
Projected 2021 revenue for 
high-end safe manufacturer 
Safe and Sound, up 150% 

from 2020 
PAGES 

$100 million 
Value of Seagate 
Development Group's 
current projects in 
Southwest Florida 
PAGE10 

40 
Tons of equipment mobility 
device-maker Harmar is 
moving 1 mile in Sarasota, 
to its new plant 
PAGE12 

$17.2 million 
Price Ben Mallah paid for 
John's Pass in Madeira 
Beach 
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Golf course architect Kipp Schulties will begin a renovation of Kingsway 
Country Club near Port Charlotte, Florida, this autumn. 
The renovation is part of a wider development project that includes the 
construction of a Sunseeker Resort, which was suspended by owner Allegiant 
Travel Company in March 2020 due to the pandemic. 

Schulties will oversee the renovation of all components of the golf course. 
Work will also include regrassing, new irrigation and drainage systems, and 
the expansion of the driving range and short game areas. Maintenance 
facilities will also be relocated to improve the playability of the course. 

When renovations have been completed, the club – located ten minutes from 
the resort – will open exclusively to members and guests of the Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor. 

The new resort, located near the Punta Gorda Airport – a base of operations for Allegiant Air – will be the 
largest in the region. It will feature approximately 500 hotel rooms, more than 180 suites, conference spaces, 
restaurants, bars, retail outlets, a spa and a fitness centre. 

“When we first announced a temporary pause in construction, we always envisioned restarting within 18 
months. I’m happy to say that we’re right on track,” said Allegiant president John Redmond. “Very soon, you’ll 
see spinning cranes and construction crews in action again, working to finish what will be an incredible, 
integrated resort experience bringing exceptional value for both our guests and local residents.” 

Construction for the entire development is expected to take 18 to 24 months. 

https://www.golfcoursearchitecture.net/content/kipp-schulties-to-begin-kingsway-renovation-in-southwest-florida  

 

https://www.golfcoursearchitecture.net/content/kipp-schulties-to-begin-kingsway-renovation-in-southwest-florida
https://www.golfcoursearchitecture.net/content/kipp-schulties-to-begin-kingsway-renovation-in-southwest-florida


 

 

 

Allegiant Air will expand its network again this fall by adding 22 new routes to entice  winter 
travelers trying to plan escapes to the sun.  

That includes seven new year-round routes departing from Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport for the Las 
Vegas-based ultra low-cost airline. 

The new flights roll out in late October, November and December in time for the holiday travel season.  

“A hallmark of Allegiant’s service is to connect travelers to warmer destinations where they can enjoy a 
variety of outdoor leisure activities,” Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice president of revenue and network 
planning, said in a press release. “And we’ve continued that tradition with this expansion by giving 
customers more affordable, nonstop options to visit Arizona, Florida and Texas during the fall and winter 
seasons.” 

Allegiant's new flights from Arizona 

From Mesa Gateway, the carrier will provide service to: 



• Amarillo, Texas (starting Nov. 18).  
• Flint, Michigan (starting Nov. 18). 
• Springfield, Illinois (starting Nov. 18). 
• Tulsa, Oklahoma (starting Nov. 18).  
• Orange County, California (starting Nov. 19).  
• Spokane, Washington (starting Nov. 22).  
• Minneapolis (starting Nov. 24) 

 

The announcement was part of a larger one about new Allegiant flights around the country. Here are some 
of the other destinations in the network expansion.  

From Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport in Florida: 

• Minneapolis (starting Oct. 1). 
• Las Vegas (starting Oct. 7). 

From Palm Springs, California: 

• Des Moines, Iowa (starting Nov. 18). 
• Indianapolis (starting Nov. 18). 
• Provo, Utah (starting Nov. 19). 

From Austin, Texas: 

• Punta Gorda, Florida (starting Nov. 18). 
• Palm Beach, Florida (starting Nov. 19). 

From Minneapolis: 

•  Destin, Florida (starting Oct. 1). 
• Mesa (starting Nov. 24). 

From Punta Gorda Airport in Florida: 



• Bentonville, Arkansas (starting Nov. 17). 
• Austin, Texas (starting Nov. 18). 

From Provo Airport in Utah: 

• Houston (starting Nov. 18). 
• Palm Springs, California (starting Nov. 19). 

From Orange County, California:  

• Mesa, Arizona (starting Nov. 19). 
• Sioux Falls, South Dakota (starting Nov. 19). 

From Sioux Falls Regional Airport in South Dakota: 

• Orange County, California (starting Nov. 19). 
• Fort Lauderdale, Florida (starting Dec. 15). 

From Sarasota, Florida: 

• Cedar Rapids, Iowa (starting Nov. 19). 
• Tulsa, Oklahoma (starting Dec. 15). 

From Fort Lauderdale: 

• Sioux Falls, South Dakota (starting Dec. 15). 
• Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (starting Dec. 15). 
• Peoria, Illinois (starting Dec. 15). 

How to book an Allegiant sale fare 

Allegiant is offering introductory fares of $39-$59 one way on these routes. Keep in mind the airline 
operates an unbundled business model, meaning it offers low base fares and charges for carry-on and 
checked baggage as well as seat assignments. Make sure to factor those in your budget. 

Book at https://www.allegiantair.com.  

You can connect with Arizona Republic Consumer Travel Reporter Melissa Yeager through email 
at melissa.yeager@azcentral.com. You can also follow her on Twitter and Instagram.  

Support local journalism like this story by subscribing today.  

https://www.azcentral.com/story/travel/airlines/2021/08/10/allegiant-air-routes-new-flights-phoenix-mesa/5546772001/  

https://www.allegiantair.com/
https://www.allegiantair.com/
mailto:melissa.yeager@azcentral.com
https://twitter.com/melissayeagr
https://www.instagram.com/melissayeagr/
https://offers.azcentral.com/specialoffer?gps-source=CPNEWS&itm_medium=onsite&itm_source=TAGLINE&itm_campaign=NEWSROOM&itm_content=MELISSAYEAGER
https://www.azcentral.com/story/travel/airlines/2021/08/10/allegiant-air-routes-new-flights-phoenix-mesa/5546772001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/travel/airlines/2021/08/10/allegiant-air-routes-new-flights-phoenix-mesa/5546772001/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dive Brief 

• Allegiant Travel Company announced that it will resume construction this month on its 
Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte County, Florida, after it had been halted due to the pandemic and 
its negative effects on the travel and hospitality industry. 

• John Redmond, president of Allegiant, said during a press conference last week that Allegiant 
plans to finish construction within 18 months, and that the waterfront resort north of Fort Myers 
is expected to open by early 2023. 

• During an investor call on Thursday, Redmond said that when complete, the development on the 
Peace River will be unlike any other in the state because it will be built 16 feet above the mean 
high-tide line, making it better prepared to avoid damage from hurricanes. 

Dive Insight 

As the coronavirus pandemic enters a new, uncertain phase with the delta variant causing spikes in 
cases, the fate of the hospitality industry is still up in the air. Nevertheless, tourism in the Sunshine State 
seems to be rebounding from last year's COVID-19 challenges. For instance, in a six-week stretch in June 
and July, Orlando-area hotels and motels recorded record occupancy, according to news outlet WESH 2. 

Allegiant's second-quarter earnings show the company earned close to pre-pandemic levels of revenue, 
bringing in $472.4 million last quarter, compared to $491.8 million two years ago. 

https://www.constructiondive.com/news/allegiant-stops-work-on-1b-florida-resort-due-to-coronavirus/578556/
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/allegiant-stops-work-on-1b-florida-resort-due-to-coronavirus/578556/
https://edge.media-server.com/mmc/p/dwk624nn
https://www.wesh.com/article/tourism-florida-vacation-comeback/37263071
https://www.wesh.com/article/tourism-florida-vacation-comeback/37263071
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-travel-company-second-quarter-2021-financial-results-301343586.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-travel-company-second-quarter-2021-financial-results-301343586.html


The Sunseeker project has been bolstered by a new $350 million loan from an undisclosed lender, with 
the resort as collateral, according to the Sarasota Herald Tribune. 

Redmond is committed to sticking to the timeline, he said in the press release. When the project was 
paused, it was about a third of the way built, according to executives on the investor call, and the overall 
project has an estimated budget of about $510 million.  

"When we first announced a temporary pause in construction, we always envisioned restarting within 18 
months. I'm happy to say that we're right on track," Redmond said. 

When completed, the resort will have 500 hotel rooms, along with 55,000 square feet of meeting and 
conference space and 19 restaurants and bars. Tied into the hotel's construction is also a golf course, 
which is being renovated as a package with the hotel, and will open at the same time. 

Working on the golf course renovations is Kipp Schulties, who has designed golf courses at Boca Raton 
Resort & Club and Quail Lodge Resort & Club. The project will employ about 800 construction workers 
and will employ 1,150 people once completed, according to a press release.  

When speaking with local news station ABC7, Redmond was adamant about quashing any rumors that he 
was planning to sell the project at any point in the process. Redmond also emphasized that because the 
resort was projected to bring in 2 million people to the nearby Punta Gorda Airport, it was important to 
keep going on the project. 

"We have never given up on this project, ever," Redmond told ABC7. 

https://www.constructiondive.com/news/allegiant-sunseeker-resort-constructed/604700/  

 

 

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/08/03/sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor-construction-resuming-august/5454231001/
https://ir.allegiantair.com/news-releases/news-release-details/sunseeker-resorts-resumes-construction-charlotte-harbor
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Las Vegas-based low cost carrier Allegiant Air has introduced Allways Rewards, an airline 
loyalty program the carrier says is designed specifically for leisure travelers. The 
announcement coincides with the airline’s release of its winter schedule which adds 22 new 
nonstop routes. 

Members in the new Allways Rewards program receive one point for every dollar spent at 
Allegiant.com, and two points per $1 for spending over $500 (excluding taxes and fees). 
Points are available for use 72 hours after travel on Allegiant and can be redeemed at the rate 
of 1ȼ per point. 

There are no blackout dates or usage fees and no minimum requirements for redemption. 
And since points are awarded to the buyer rather than to an individual traveler, the Allways 
member will receive full credit for purchasing family travel, not just the cost of their own 
ticket. 

Another key benefit to be added later this year, according to the airline: Allways Rewards 
members will receive a five percent discount on all airfare purchased at Allegiant.com. 



Allways Rewards rolls out as the airline announces a winter schedule that adds 22 new 
nonstop routes, expanding service in 25 cities across the US. The new routes include: 

• To Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport (VPS) in Florida from Minneapolis-Saint Paul 
International Airport (MSP) and Las Vegas’ McCarran International Airport (LAS). 

• To Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) in Arizona from Rick Husband Amarillo 
International Airport (AMA); Flint, MI, Bishop International Airport (FNT); Springfield, IL, 
via Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport (SPI); Tulsa, OK, International Airport (TUL); John 
Wayne Airport (SNA) in Orange County, CA; Spokane, WA, International Airport (GEG), 
and Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport (MSP). 

• To Palm Springs International Airport (PSP) in California from Des Moines, IA, 
International Airport (DSM), Indianapolis, IN, International Airport (IND), and Provo, UT, 
Airport (PVU). 

• To Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (AUS) in Texas from Punta Gorda, FL, 
Airport (PGD) and Palm Beach, FL, International Airport (PBI). 

• To Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) in Florida from Bentonville, AR, via Northwest Arkansas 
National Airport (XNA) and Austin, TX, via Austin-Bergstrom International Airport 
(AUS). 

• To Provo, UT, Airport (PVU) include from Houston, TX, via William P. Hobby Airport 
(HOU) and Palm Springs, CA, via Palm Springs International Airport (PSP). 

• To John Wayne Airport (SNA) in California from Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) 
and Sioux Falls, SD, via Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD). 

• To Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD) in South Dakota from John Wayne Airport (SNA) 
and Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, FL, International Airport (FLL). 

• To Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) in Florida from Cedar Rapids, IA, via 
The Eastern Iowa Airport (CID) and Tulsa, OK, International Airport (TUL). 

• To Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL) in Florida from Sioux Falls 
Regional Airport (FSD), Harrisburg, PA, International Airport (MDT), and Peoria, IL, 
International Airport (PIA). 

Flight days, times and fares can be found only at allegiantair.com. 

“A hallmark of Allegiant’s service is to connect travelers to warmer destinations where they 
can enjoy a variety of outdoor leisure activities,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s senior vice 
president of revenue and network planning. “And we’ve continued that tradition with this 
expansion by giving customers more affordable, nonstop options to visit Florida, Arizona and 
California during the fall and winter seasons.” 

allegiantair.com 

https://www.businesstravelerusa.com/business-traveler-usa-story/allegiant-launches-allways-rewards/  
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Aug. 11—Allegiant Air announced new service to airports in Sarasota- Bradenton and Punta Gorda on Tuesday. 

The Las Vegas-based airline said it will begin service to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Tulsa, Oklahoma, from Sarasota-
 Bradenton later this year. Cedar Rapids service will start Nov. 19 and flights to and from Tulsa will begin Dec. 15. 

At Punta Gorda Airport, which was Allegiant's busiest destination during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the airline will start flights to Bentonville, Arkansas, Nov. 17. Flights to Austin, Texas, will start the next day. 

All four flights will have a one-way introductory fare of $49. 

Both Cedar Rapids and Tulsa are new routes for Sarasota- Bradenton. Adding these two destinations bumps the 
airport's total to 50. 

"These two cities would be new markets for us that'll allow us to continue to diversify and add a more consistent 
year-round influx of visitation through these types of services," Elliott Falcione, executive director of 
the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, said. 

The Sarasota area, including Manatee County, was named as No. 9 on U.S. News & World Report's list of the top 
places to live in the country about a month ago. That makes this a great time to leverage that status to new 
markets, Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said. 

"That's a great way of introducing us to a market," she said. "We can't wait to welcome visitors from those two 
cities." 

The Midwest in general has always been a strong market for the Sarasota- Bradenton area, airport president and 
CEO Rick Piccolo said. He said he's also glad that Allegiant, which is the largest carrier at the airport, has added a 
western destination in Tulsa. 

The airport mostly flies to the Northeast, Midwest and Southeast but has added some western destinations, 
like Denver, in recent months. 

This year has been an especially strong one, business-wise, for the Sarasota-Bradenton airport. Southwest 
Airlines joined in February with flights to four destinations and six months later that number is up to 19. 

The airport has broken its own passenger traffic record several times this year, most recently in June, with 
312,909 travelers. This comes during a time of record-breaking tourism for the Sarasota- Manatee area. 

Allegiant is also behind the new Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, which was delayed by 18 months because of 
the pandemic. Allegiant plans to resume construction on the resort this month. 

John Redmond, president of Allegiant, said at a press conference last week that the airline will likely fly 2 million 
people in and out of Punta Gorda alone by 2022. 

Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune. 
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Budget airline Allegiant will be offering another direct flight toward the end of the year from Northwest 
Arkansas National Airport to Florida. 
 
The flights to Punta Gorda Airport located on Florida's southwest coast between Sarasota and Fort Myers 
will begin Nov. 17 and will have introductory one-way fares as low as $49. Flight days, times and rates can 
be found on the Las Vegas-based carrier's website. 
 
The airline said in a Tuesday news release it was adding 22 new direct flights and expanding service to 25 
new cities. 
 
In June, Allegiant said it's adding a nonstop route from Northwest Arkansas National Airport to Houston 
and in May it said it was adding flights from the Northwest Arkansas airport to St. Petersburg and Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
https://www.nwaonline.com/news/2021/aug/12/northwest-arkansas-national-gain-florida-flight/  
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