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Top-flight

Airports
display
paintings,
sculptures and
photography
to enhance
travelers’
experiences.

art

BY NANCY STETSON

nstetson@ﬂoridaweekly.com

W

HETHER YOU’RE FLYING FROM
RSW to ORD or from PBI to
JFK, getting to your destination inevitably involves a lot of
waiting.
First, there’s the recommended advice to arrive two hours before your
departure time.
Then you wait to check your
bags, wait to go through security, wait for your flight to be
called, wait to board.
Maybe when you arrive at
another airport, you’ll have to
wait for a connecting flight.
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Mary Lundburg’s “Milky Way Turtle” is hanging at the Punta Gorda Airport.

ART
From page 26
All that translates to spending a lot of
time in an airport.
“If you’re flying to Atlanta or Charlottesville, you’ll spend more time in our
airport than you do on the airplane,”
says Victoria Moreland, chief communications & marketing officer for Southwest Florida International Airport in
Fort Myers. “That customer experience
belongs to us.
“We need to have the airport reflect
the very, very best that Southwest Florida can offer. So it makes sense to
increase that experience. The airport is
the first thing you see when you come
in, and the last thing you see before you
fly home. It is your first impression and
your last impression.”
So airports in Florida — as well as
around the nation, and all over the globe
— integrate art into their environments.
For example, Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport has a site-specific artwork: a milelong kinetic light sculpture
by Michael Hayden called “Sky’s the
Limit.” The 1987 piece, which incorporates neon lighting, mirrors and electronic music, is located in the tunnel
connecting United Airlines’ Concourse
B and Concourse C. The art makes
traveling through the tunnel an artistic
experience instead of a dreary, claustrophobic one. It cost $1,200,000 at the
time.
Our regional airports don’t have art of
that magnitude, but they do incorporate
art to make traveling a more pleasant
experience.
“We’re experts at airports and the
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Tina Weida’s “Lady Red,” at the Punta Gorda Airport.
transportation industry, but we’re not
experts at art,” says Ms. Moreland. So
she works with the Alliance for the
Arts in Fort Myers, which curates their
temporary exhibits, and with the Lee
County School District, which provides
artwork from elementary, middle and
high school students.
“It’s a really wonderful partnership
for Lee County, between the airport and
art,” she says. “With their relationships
with local artists and local schools,
we’re able to feature more local artists
and the local arts scene. And that’s
important to us.
“Airports are locally owned and oper-

ated. We want Southwest Florida International Airport to be reflective of our
area and our community. What better
way to do that than to have art that is
done by local artists and schools?”
None of the art is on permanent display, and is available for sale through the
Alliance.
“People love to have their art in the
airport; their name is there,” says Ms.
Moreland. “Kids come out (to see their
work on display), parents come out to
see it, grandparents. We put the art in
our corridors going from Concourse B
to D. It’s pre-security. If you’re standing
there, waiting, you’re looking at art.

Kids’ exhibits included past themes of
New Frontiers, Oh the Places You’ll Go
and Wild Things.
Possibly the most famous artwork
the airport has displayed is Louise Nevelson’s “Dawn’s Forest,” which was on
loan from the Baker Museum of Art
(formerly the Naples Museum of Art.)
An abstract sculpture of a forest, it was
the artist’s most complex and largest
piece, completed at the end of her life.
“It was astounding,” says Ms. Moreland. “We put it in the atrium for a year.
It took up a lot of the terminal!”
None of the art has been controversial.
“We want art at an airport to be
conversational, not controversial,” she
says. “We don’t want vanilla, we don’t
want plain. We don’t want bland. I
want something conversational. It’s
colorful, and something that’s representative of what we have here in
Southwest Florida.
“You may not like everything. It’s in
the eyes of the beholder.”

Punta Gorda Airport
The Punta Gorda Airport is small
— just one terminal — so, like a small
house or apartment, doesn’t have a lot
of room for art.
But the airport is committed to displaying art, working with the Arts &
Humanities Council of Charlotte County, which curates their exhibits. They
are all temporary and don’t cost the
airport.
They have art, says Kaley Miller, marketing and communications manager
for the Punta Gorda Airport, “because
it’s a great partnership with the arts
community. The other reason is it helps
beautify our airport and give people
something inspiring to look at,” she
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says. “And in some cases, they lead to
sales for the artists.”
The current exhibit currently has
about 10 paintings by Larry Palmer.
Ms. Miller describes his work as
depicting “natural environment: birds
and trees and wildlife.”
Also on exhibit are photographs by
Tina Weida, who manipulates images
on canvas, and Mary Lundburg, whose
medium is photography on metal. Ms.
Lundburg’s piece has been on display
for a while; it’s a favorite of Ms. Miller
and airport patrons.
“It’s called ‘Milky Way Turtle,’” she
says. “It shows a sea turtle on a beach,
and looks as if you can see the Milky
Way in the sky above it. It’s a baby sea
turtle and the night sky. It’s just really
cool.”
“I choose from our community to
give (local artists) exposure and opportunity,” says Leigha Murray, who wears
many hats. She’s art gallery curator, art
program coordinator and director of
arts at Charlotte Arts & Humanities.
“It’s a way for people to know about
our community. They fly into Punta
Gorda from all over; they’re able to see
our history and our community artists
and what is important to us and how
we depict the area. I have a real good
feeling for what people like and what’s
important.”
She views the relationship of the artists and the airport and Charlotte Arts &
Humanities as a “win-win-win situation.
“I put people together,” she says.
“Everybody’s happy. There’s never anything controversial. It’s appropriate art
that depicts our area so appropriately;
that’s why everybody’s so happy with
the art.”

Palm Beach
International Airport
The Palm Beach International Airport is “known for being easy and convenient, a less-stressful experience for
passengers,” says Lacy Larson, director,
airports marketing and communications
of the Palm Beach County Department
of Airports.
And they’ve got the awards to prove
it.
In 2020 it was named the seventh
best airport in the world and the third
best in the United States by Conde Nast
Traveler’s Readers’ Choice Awards. And
in the same year it was named the ninth
best domestic airport by Travel & Leisure magazine, also chosen by readers.
And JD Power named it second best in
its North American Airport Satisfaction
Survey.
“We feel art plays a part in that,” says
Ms. Larson. “We consider it to be part of
the experience. And as we continue to
grow and accommodate the passengers’
needs and wants, we want to continue to
incorporate art in those plans.”
Back when the airport opened in 1988,
a permanent art collection was chosen
by an arts committee and more than
three dozen pieces acquired.
That art, which includes photographs, paintings and sculptures,
including mobiles, are spread throughout the airport’s three concourses,
both pre- and post-security. There’s
even a sculpture in the pond on the
entry road, she says.
“We do have people commenting on
the arts, how it makes them feel a sense
of hominess, how it creates a calm environment for them,” says Ms. Larson.
Unfortunately, the work can only be
seen at the airport; none of it is online.
The works are not architecturally
integrated into the airport, as they are
at the Miami International Airport or
Fort Lauderdale International Airport
or other airports across the nation, says
Elayna Toby Singer, administrator at
Palm Beach County Art in Public Places.
Ms. Larson and Ms. Singer determine
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Art at Palm Beach International Airport includes photographs, paintings and sculptures.
the themes for the temporary art. Ms.
Singer puts the call out to artists and
curates the gallery, choosing what work
will go in it.
The temporary work is hung in the
gallery space located pre-security on
Level 2 of the terminal, and showcases
15 artists.
The gallery work is for sale, and many
pieces did sell recently, Ms. Larson says.
“We’re doing construction in that
area and we’re getting ready to have
some art in the early fall,” she says.
“The work is by artists who call the
Palm Beaches home,” says Ms. Singer,
and includes nationally known artists.
Hundreds of thousands of visitors
pass through the airport every year, she
says.
“It’s a launch point. On the other
hand, they’re arriving. The gallery and
the permanent collection provide a sensibility and a homey type feel.”
The artwork, she says, show how the
Palm Beaches inspire art.
“They come to our airport and get an
artful welcome,” she says. ■
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RSW hangs works that the Alliance for the
Arts in Fort Myers curates, with artwork from
elementary, middle and high school students,
above.
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Alan Maltz has works like “Painted Light” hanging at RSW airport in Fort Myers.

Budget airline battle
Low-cost Allegiant Air has entered the Minneapolis-St. Paul market — and rival Sun Country Airlines is
responding. Beginning Oct. 7, Allegiant will start year-round service between MSP and Asheville, N.C., and
seasonal service to West Palm Beach, Fla. Allegiant's year-round service to Punta Gorda, Fla., will begin on Oct
8. Within hours of the announcement, Minnesota-based Sun Country unveiled its own new services to Asheville
and West Palm Beach on the same date, and moved up its planned Punta Gorda flights to start on Oct. 7. Sun
Country even matched Allegiant's twice-a-week schedule and offered sale fares from $39-$49, when booking by
July 8. The discount turf war may have started in April when Sun Country joined Allegiant as the only other
airline to serve Punta Gorda Airport, about 25 miles north of Fort Myers.
Staff Report
https://www.startribune.com/budget-airline-battle-second-chicago-amtrak-train-quarantines-lifted/600074321/

Budget airline Allegiant, based out of Las Vegas, is going to start flying out of Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport this fall, 2021. This is great for those of us who want to travel but also want to travel on a budget. Allegiant
will offer direct, non-stop flights to three different locations.
What is Allegiant Airlines?
Allegiant is technically based out of Summerlin, NV which is a suburb of Las Vegas. They were originally founded in
1997 as WestJet Express, according to their Wikipedia page. Allegiant is well known for their budget-friendly flights.
For example, a random round-trip flight in July that I looked at between Nashville and Cedar Rapids, IA would cost
you about $91 per person round-trip.
Where Will We be Able to Fly w/ Allegiant?

There will be three direct flights from MSP.
Asheville, North Carolina - Asheville Regional Airport - flights starting October 7th, 2021 - introductory one-way
price: $49
Palm Beach, Florida - Palm Beach International Airport - flights starting October 7th, 2021 - introductory one-way
price: $49
Punta Gorda, Florida - Punta Gorda Airport - flights starting October 8th, 2021 - introductory on-way price:
$49
On top of that, there's a one-time special that Allegiant will have this November. They'll have a one-timeonly roundtrip flight from MSP to Los Angeles (LAX) for the Vikings vs. Los Angeles Chargers game on November 14th,
according to Bring Me the News.
I checked this out on Allegiant's website. If you want to book this trip, say you're departing from MSP, traveling to
LAX, and it'll prompt you to select the only two dates they have available for this trip. You'll have to fly out of MSP to
LA on Friday, November 12th, and fly back Monday, November 15th. The cost is $83 one-way, so $166 round-trip
per person (before any fees).
https://krforadio.com/budget-airline-to-begin-flying-out-of-msp-starting-this-fall/

As Elsa moved towards Florida’s Gulf Coast Tuesday, airports throughout the region began preparing for the
storm, warning travelers about imminent cancellations and the possibility that they’d have to shut down.
By 5 p.m., two of the largest airports in the region — Tampa International Airport and Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport — had announced they would shut down later in the day.
Sarasota-Bradenton officials announced mid-afternoon that the airport would cease operations at 6:30 p.m.
It joined Tampa’s airport, which announced at about 8:20 a.m. that it would suspend commercial service at 5 p.m.
and follow that up with suspension of cargo service at 10 p.m.
Meanwhile, Punta Gorda Airport said it was keeping an eye on developments and that runways would remain
open as long as conditions were safe. “However, if winds are sustained at 50 m.p.h., aircraft operations and tower
operations will cease.”

Tuesday began with Tropical Storm Elsa working its way up the Gulf Coast, bringing with it heavy rains and
fears of a storm surge that would lead to heavy flooding. By mid-afternoon, as airport officials watched to see
how the storm would progress and decided how to move forward, Elsa began gaining strength and tropical
storm watches turned to hurricane watches.
Gov. Ron DeSantis had already declared a state of emergency for 15 counties, including Polk, Pasco,
Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee and Collier.
As the storm moved north and concern that a worse-than-expected storm was coming, airport officials took to
social media to tell travelers to stay in contact with airlines for the latest information and for flight updates.
By late afternoon Tuesday, flights between St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport and airports in Ohio, New
York and Kentucky were canceled. And on its website, Southwest International Airport was telling travelers that
“if you are traveling this afternoon/evening on American, Frontier, JetBlue, Southwest or United, many flights
have been cancelled. Other carriers will be making changes as TS Elsa progresses.”
With so many cancellations and delays, it is likely to take a few days to untangle the scheduling mess and for
normalcy to return.
Despite that, airports in the region say they are ready for business as usual Wednesday morning.
Sarasota-Bradenton officials say they expect to re-open at 6 a.m. and Tampa International officials hope to resume
operations at 10 a.m. after examining their facilities for damage.
At St.Pete-Clearwater, Yvette M. Aehle, deputy director of airport finance and administration, says, “everything
is still on for tomorrow morning.”
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/elsa-wreaks-havoc-on-regions-airports-forcing-closings-and-cancellations
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Mapping out the future for SR 776
Regional board to
look at intersection
improvements,
widening projects
By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — The future
is being mapped out for State
Road 776 in Charlotte County.
“We don’t want it to look
like U.S. 41,” Gary Harrell told
the citizens advisory board for
the Charlotte County-Punta
Gorda Metropolitan Planning
Organization.
The group is tasked with
recommending where Charlotte
County’s share of federal and
state transportation dollars
should be spent.
The MPO board — made up of
three county commissioners, a
Punta Gorda City Council member and an elected Charlotte
County Airport Authority
member — will be asked to
review a proposed S.R. 776 road
improvements plan July 19.
“This is the critical period,”
said Harrell, who is the MPO’s
executive director. The Florida
Department of Transportation
is now in the process of repaving, improving and critically
examining its roadways.
The repaving project for State
Road 776 in Englewood East,
which was planned years ago, is
nearly complete.
The MPO needs to have a plan
in place for S.R. 776 to garner
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Widen State Road 776 in Englewood East? Someday. State planners say now is the time to start
planning for it.
funding from state transportation officials, Harrell suggested.
The majority of S.R. 776
study focuses on intersection
improvements, lengthening and
adding turn lanes where needed.
The study identiﬁes what can
be short-term projects in 2025,
mid-term projects in 2035 and
long-term projects in 2045.
Among short-term projects, the
plan calls for better coordination
of traffic signals at the S.R. 776 intersections with San Casa Drive,
Oriole Boulevard, Winchester
Boulevard and WillmingtonGulfstream boulevards.

The plan also recommends
enhancing the interconnections
of neighborhoods north-andsouth of the state road in
the Gulf Cove area with new
roadway crossings and providing “commercial retroﬁts”
along the South Access Road
and Pendleton Avenue west of
Sunnybrook Boulevard.
To learn more, visit ccmpo.
com or call 941-883-3535.
Email: steve.reilly@yoursun.
com
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How a fish lured sportsmen to Charlotte Harbor
Good day to all. The 30th
Freedom Swim went off
without a hitch. A few of us
did swim last year on the QT.
The ﬁrst was in 1992, so even
though this year is the 29th
anniversary, it is the 30th time
the swim has taken place.
Happy to say I have made them
all. Best conditions in years,
beautiful day.
Did you know tarpon
were not considered game
ﬁsh until 1885? The mighty
Atlantic tarpon (Megalops
atlanticus), one of just two
species, although plentiful in
Charlotte Harbor waters and
occasionally caught in a seine
net before then, had previously
been landed only by accident
due to its great strength, size
and agility. However, that was
about to change.
W. H. Wood, of New
York City, determined to
demonstrate the feasibility of
landing tarpon by rod and reel,
did so in March 1885. Utilizing
cut mullet as bait, a sturdy
5-foot bamboo rod, an ungeared
reel made of rubber and metal,
and 1,200 feet of 21-thread line,
he hooked one from a skiff not
far off some mangroves. After a
26-minute ﬁght, six leaps, and a
“run” of about half a mile, the
5 feet, 9-inch, 117-pound tarpon
was landed.
The feat, apparently a big
deal at the time, was widely
reported by the London
Observer and Scientiﬁc
American, quickly making
the tarpon king of all game
ﬁsh. Once the railroad came to
Punta Gorda on Aug. 1, 1886,
the waters of Charlotte Harbor
became easily accessible.
Leading sportsmen of the
United States, Canada and
England, including Sir Bache
Cunard, grandson of Sir
Samuel Cunard, the Canadianborn British shipping magnate,
made their way here hoping
to test their skill against the
mighty silver king tarpon. It
wasn’t long before Charlotte
Harbor became the world’s
most famous tarpon ﬁshing
grounds and Punta Gorda,
“Home of the Silver King
Tarpon.”

FRANK DESGUIN
Columnist

The “Silver King” became
so commercialized, folks could
have their picture taken next
to a recent catch for a fee. In
fact, I have a photograph of
my grandad in his mid-20s
with a good-sized tarpon,
which he didn’t catch, soon
after he came to town in 1925.
It cost him 10 cents. And now
you know why Charlotte High
School’s mascot is the tarpon.
Don’t you wish you could be a
ﬁsh?
Florida currently holds 29
tarpon world records, with
all major ﬂy-ﬁshing records
caught off the West Coast
near Homosassa. The state
record for ﬂy ﬁshing is 202
pounds, 8 ounces, on 20-pound
tippet, set in May 2001. The
state record for conventional
tackle is 243 pounds, caught
on just 20-pound test off Key
West, in 1975. The all-tackle
world record, caught off
Guinea-Bissau in West Africa
March 20, 2003, is 286 pounds,
9 ounces, a “monster” over
7½-feet long. With longevity of
around 80 years, that one had
to be pretty close.
Several estimated to be over
300 pounds, based on unofficial
measurements, have been
caught since then, the most
recent in May of this year off
Columbia. However, for one
reason or another, they did not
make the record book.
Photographs of tarpon
ﬁshing on Charlotte Harbor
can be viewed by visiting
Charlotte County online
library resources. Select
“Library Catalog,” click
on “Physical Items,” then
“Archive Search.” Enter the
subject of your search on
the “Search” line. Visit the
same site and select “History
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Whether in the Pass, on the beach or in the Harbor, you can bet that a hooked tarpon will go
aerial at some point.
Exhibits” to ﬁnd out what
history related programs and
videos are available. Photos
are also available on the
Punta Gorda History Center’s
website.
Also, check out History
Services’ yearlong project,
“Telling Your Stories: History
in the Parks,” that began in
January with placement of
the ﬁrst interpretive sign
“Charlotte Harbor Spa”
at South County Regional
Park. The second, featuring
portions of a General
Development Corporation
brochure promoting Port
Charlotte is at Port Charlotte
Beach. The third is at
Englewood Beach, featuring
the Chadwick Beach pavilion.
The fourth is at Tringali
Park, featuring Buchan’s
Landing in Englewood. The
ﬁfth is at Carmalita Softball
Park’s playground, featuring
the Punta Gorda Baseball
Field, circa 1933, then on West
Virginia Avenue between Gill
and McGregor Streets, where
the First Baptist Church
campus is located today. The
next will be dedicated at Randy
Spence Park in El Jobean on

Tarpon
July 28 featuring “Filming
Tarzan.” All dedicated signs
can be viewed at online library
resources. Select “Programs
and Services,” then “History
Services” and “Virtual
Programs.”
“Did You Know” appears,
typically, every other
Wednesday, courtesy of this
newspaper and the Charlotte
County Historical Center
Society. The Society’s mission
is to help promote and preserve

Charlotte County’s rich
history. A family membership
is only $35 and provides
complimentary access to over
300 museums and technical
centers nationwide. We are also
always looking for volunteers
and interested individuals to
serve as board members. If you
believe our area’s history is as
important as we do, please visit
Charlotte County Historical
Center Society on-line, or
call 941-613-3228 for more
information.

Celebrating the Uniqueness of Life
with Personalized Services

CHARLOTTE

Micah Botts
L.F.D.

Eric Johnson
L.F.D.

941-833-0600

www.JohnsonTaylorFuneral.com
1515 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda

Carolyn Johnson
U.S.M.C.

adno=3790505-1

• Pre-Arrangement Services
• Offering Cremation & Traditional Burial Services
• Northern Burials
• Veteran Services

As airports across the region handle an industry-wide resurgence in flying, both in commercial and general
aviation, there’s a renewed sense of urgency on improving facilities.
A pair of those projects are in Southwest Florida. The Charlotte County Airport Authority, which owns and
operates the Punta Gorda Airport, is building a new 13,000-square-foot general aviation center. Construction is
expected to be completed in March 2022. That current phase, in conjunction with some other work, is an $18
million project so far, say airport officials. The Naples Airport Authority, meanwhile, recently began work on a
major remodel of the general aviation terminal at Naples Airport, a $7.6-million project.
Renovations at the Naples Airport, which offers general aviation only, no commercial flights, include upgraded
office space for the Naples Airport Authority and exterior canopies inspired by the Southwest Florida coast.
Improvements at the terminal’s facility for Naples Aviation, the airport’s sole fixed-base operator, will include an
upgraded lobby, expanded passenger lounge and a marketplace for food and beverages. SchenkelShultz
Architecture designed the terminal improvements and Owen-Ames-Kimball Co is the lead contractor. The project
is entirely funded by airport revenues, and the general aviation terminal is expected to re-open ahead of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
Up the coast in Punta Gorda, the Charlotte County airport, which combines general aviation with a rapidlygrowing commercial side dominated by low-cost flying leader Allegiant, is taking steps to grow and support all
components of its business.

A 650,000-square-foot-ramp for aircraft parking is under construction on the north side of the airport, and 24 Thangars plus several larger corporate hangars are in the permitting phase. There’s also about 100 acres available
for development for services supporting general aviation, and the airport authority is already talking with an
avionics company interested in building there.
Punta Gorda Airport CEO James Parish says a general aviation expansion has been in the pipeline for almost 12
years, but the funding hadn’t been there until recently. That’s a nod to Allegiant, which has announced at least
three new destinations from the airport since February and now offers nonstop routes to at least 45 cities.
Parish says the onset of commercial airline services at the airport was not originally a seamless transition. But
everyone now sees the benefits of having diversified operations, and the new general aviation center will provide
the commercial airlines with more open land to play with near their terminal, including spots for two more
overnight aircraft. “It’s a win-win for both sides,” says Parish.
“The great thing about having commercial aviation at the airport is that it allows us to do things for general
aviation that we couldn’t have done without it,” adds Parish. “All of these things we’re doing are with funds that
are generated from commercial service. Without it we were kind of stagnant for many years, barely being able to
grow.”
The airport authority is currently requesting bids for a public full-service restaurant, bar and caterer at the general
aviation center. It’s hoped that restaurateurs will see the potential of the 2,500-square-foot space that includes an
event area with views of the airport’s active runways.
Though Parish says the “$100 hamburger” is a fixture of the general aviation community — “They all get together
and fly to the nearest airport and have lunch,” he says, making it an expensive meal no matter the actual cost of
the food — he knows that it will likely be difficult to convince restaurant businesses of the broader potential.
“The general aviation restaurant is a challenging animal,” he says. “Our benefit could be that we have a growing
industrial park around us, and hopefully they will see more than just the general aviation user.”
The commercial aviation side of the airport ,of course, took a hit during the pandemic. Parish says the airport is
still down between 10% and 20% from its 2019 numbers, when it saw 81,136 total takeoffs and landings, almost
11,000 of which were commercial flights. But the comeback is well underway. “I think by the end of this year,
we’ll be on par with 2019, which was our best year ever,” he says.
Allegiant Air recently announced new flights to Baltimore from the airport, and Sun Country Airlines will begin
service between Punta Gorda Airport and Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport in December. Parish hopes
the relationships with both airlines will continue to grow, and he feels the airport is in good shape to do that.
“We have plenty of ticket counter space,” he says. “We’re sitting fairly well right now for space, and I think that
will continue for the next couple of years. But we’re already in the early planning phases of the next terminal
expansion and parking lot expansion. It’s a constant thing, and we want to make sure we have the documents
ready when we need them.”
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/ready-for-takeoff

A traveler on a July 7 Allegiant Air flight from Punta Gorda, Florida, to Lexington, Kentucky, took a timelapse video of the
plane ascending into the storm clouds left after Tropical Storm Elsa had moved north.
Footage shared by Neil Noah shows his flight departing the Punta Gorda Airport mid-morning amid a lull in the torrential
downpours and constant thunder, he told Storyful.
The National Weather Service forecast more thunderstorms for Florida’s Gulf Coast on Friday, July 9. Credit: Neil Noah via
Storyful
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/flight-delayed-tropical-storm-elsa-211948045.html
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Got a question?
Getting answers
is easy
The City of Punta
Gorda’s staff and
elected officials take
communications
with residents and
visitors seriously and
provide attention to the
questions they ask.
For example, in May,
the City Manager’s Office
answered 54 written
resident inquires to city
staff or City Council. A
sampling of the topics
addressed included
speeding, permits,
drainage, sidewalks,
and animal issues. This
list does not include
the many inquiries
City Council members
answer on their own
without additional staff
information, or that staff
here addresses by phone
or in person.
The city also publishes
several resources to
provide information
to residents. The
city website is a
comprehensive resource
that has information
regarding every
department of the city.
You can access this
robust tool at www.
cityofpuntagordﬂ.com.
The search box at the
top of the website allows
for easy information
accessibility. The city
also publishes a local
printed guide to City of
Punta Gorda services
entitled Welcome to
Punta Gorda Life.
Residents can ﬁnd
the brochure at local
businesses, City Hall,
the Punta Gorda
Airport, and by request
by calling 941-5753394. Finally, Punta
Gorda Developments
is a newsletter
update of commercial
and multifamily
developments published
quarterly. If you would
like to receive these
updates, call the City
Manager’s Office and
provide your email
to one of our staff
members.
As a consistent source
for information about the
city each Friday, the City
Manager’s Office creates
and publishes a Weekly
Highlights Report.
This report conveys
items of signiﬁcant
interest, projects
underway by the city
departments, and other
noteworthy items that
occurred throughout
the preceding week.
To receive the
information, sign up
for Enotiﬁciations at
https://bit.ly/3gZnDHB.
In addition, our Action
Register lists ongoing
tasks or projects,
with target dates
for completion and
comments that provide
a progress report. It is
published on the city

GREG MURRAY
Punta Gorda City Manager

website every Thursday.
We also frequently share
information and pictures
Facebook,Twitter, and
Instagram that capture
the beauty of Punta
Gorda.
If you prefer to
communicate via text,
the City of Punta Gorda
has this capability as
well.The service is called
Text My Gov, and it uses
a mobile phone’s regular
text messaging service
to quickly ﬁnd links,
documents, or text that
answer their questions.
No app download is
needed.It allows our
residents and visitors to
report code violations
or report issues with
city infrastructure 24
hours a day, seven days
a week. A picture can
also be submitted when
reporting a problem or
violation, and the service
sends the information
immediately to city staff
to resolve the issue. To
use the service simply
text “hi” to 941-347-0747.
In addition, answers to
common questions are
available 24/7 through
website searches
and preprogrammed
responses.
Don’t have an
immediate answer? The
question will go to a
designated mailbox to
ensure you get a timely
response. Text My
Gov system has logged
2,000 messages since
launching this service in
early 2021.
If you haven’t
signed up already for
emergency notiﬁcations,
I encourage you to take
advantage of this free
service, Alert Punta
Gorda. The service
provides emergency and
weather information
to those who have
registered. Emergency
notiﬁcations are
increasingly crucial as
we move into the height
of hurricane season.
To sign up, visit bit.
ly/2U9HYOm.
Readers may reach
City Manager Greg
Murray at citymgr@
cityofpuntagordaﬂ.com
or by calling 941-575-3302.

Charlotte County, Fla.— The Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County (DOH-Charlotte) will
be offering vaccines to all eligible Florida residents at multiple locations around Charlotte County.
DOH-Charlotte
1100 Loveland Blvd., Port Charlotte
Moderna
Mon-Thur 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
-------Pfizer - ages 12 to 17
Mon-Fri 2 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sun Flea Market
18505 Paulson Dr., Port Charlotte
Saturdays 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Punta Gorda Airport
28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda
Mon, Wed, Fri 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Mid County Regional Library
2050 Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port Charlotte
Mon, Wed, Fri 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tues, Thur 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Hampton Point Apartments
2511 Luther Rd., Punta Gorda
Monday - Friday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
School House Square
(in front of Cross Fit Warpath)
4300 Kings Hwy., Port Charlotte
Friday, July 16, 2021
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Walk-ins will be accepted at all locations, while supplies last. DOH-Charlotte will be accepting
appointments for the Loveland location. All others are on a walk-in basis only. To make an
appointment, call 941-624-7200.
The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine will be administered at all locations. Health Hero’s will also be on
site at the Loveland location to provide the Pfizer vaccine for school age children 12-17, from 2:00
p.m. – 5:30 pm.
For more information about COVID-19 vaccine availability, please see our
website. http://charlotte.floridahealth.gov/events/2021/01/CharlotteCOVID-19VaccineInfo.html
In some cases, DOH-Charlotte may be able to set up a clinic at your business or organization. To find
out if the Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County will come to your location, fill out the
form on the website. A representative from the department will reach out to
you. http://charlotte.floridahealth.gov/events/2021/04/Schedule_a_COVID19Vaccine_Clinic_at_Your_Locations.html
Second Doses:
•
•

Individuals in need of second dose vaccines are welcome at all locations.
Getting both doses of these vaccines maximizes your ability to receive full immunity.

For more information regarding COVID-19, please visit cdc.gov or floridahealth.gov.
http://charlotte.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2021/07/DOH-Charlotte_to_Offer_COVID-19_Vaccines_at_Multiple_Locations.html
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COVID-19

Health department
opens up new
vaccine sites
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Charlotte County’s local health department office is beeﬁng up its COVID
vaccination offerings as case numbers rise
locally and statewide.
In addition to its ongoing option at the
Loveland Boulevard location, the health
department has added COVID vaccines at
ﬁve other locations in the county including
the Punta Gorda Airport.
DOH office, 1100 Loveland Blvd.
Moderna vaccine:
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.-noon
Pﬁzer vaccine including ages 12-17.
Monday-Friday 2 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Mid-County Regional Library, 2050 Forrest
Nelson Blvd.
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 3-5 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
SEE NEW, 8A
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VIRUS: Younger families see rise in COVID cases
FROM PAGE 1A

Hampton Point Apartments, 2511
Luther Road
Monday-Friday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sun Flea Market, 18505 Paulson Drive
Saturday 1-3:30 p.m.
Punta Gorda Airport, 2800 Airport
Road
Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
School House Square at Cross Fit
Warpath, 4300 Kings Highway
Friday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.
These increased hours are

intended to accommodate back-toschool and working families, said
DOH spokesperson Meranda Pitt.
In Charlotte County, the virus is
spreading most rapidly in families
with school-aged children, Health
Chief Joe Pepe said earlier this
week. The state is third in the
nation in rate of new cases, and
fourth in the nation in rate of
deaths. The county has high
vaccination rates — 90% — among
people 65 and over. For the overall

population, it’s closer to 53%
full vaccinated. There have been
no new cases in long-term care
facilities locally in the last two
weeks. But local cases jumped
79% to 95 people in the week after
July 4.
In July so far, 13 people have
been hospitalized with COVID
locally. There has been one death
since June 1.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Multiple Allegiant flights were delayed at the Punta Gorda Airport on Thursday.
Officials with the airline said that around 1 p.m., a handful of the flights experienced “minimal delays” because of a
software issue.
The software issue has been resolved, accoridng to Allegiant.
Crowds of people and long lines were seen waiting for Allegiant flights inside the terminal at PGD.
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2021/07/15/delayed-allegiant-flights-cause-large-crowds-at-punta-gorda-airport/

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) recently named PGD’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension its
2021 Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year. The honor was bestowed to PGD’s CEO James W. Parish,
P.E. at the Florida Airports Council Annual Conference held in Jacksonville this week.
Each year the FDOT presents awards honoring superior achievement in the categories of Aviation Professional of
the Year, Distinguished Aviation Service, Commercial Service Airport of the Year, Commercial Service Airport
Project of the Year, General Aviation Airport of the Year, and General Aviation Airport Project of the Year.
In order to be considered for the Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year, the project had to demonstrate a
significant contribution to airport development, sustainability, efficiency, capacity and/or safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD’s Master Plan as high-priority projects essential to the local
economy and to meeting the FAA’s minimum service levels. By extending Runway 15-33 by 593 feet to provide a
length of 6,286 feet, PGD will be able to maintain existing air carrier operations when Runway 4-22 is closed for
rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s innovative project team also incorporated essential safety and
operational improvements to maximize the airfield for all its users, including GA pilots, onsite flight schools,
medical air transport, charter services and public services. The Airport Authority partnered with Kimley-Horn on
the engineering and design, and contracted with Ajax Paving Industries of Florida for the construction.
“I am proud of how our team took a holistic approach to project management. They worked together to implement
additional safety improvements while maximizing resources,” said Parish. “The project also required close
coordination with federal and state funding partners, tenants, inspectors and contractors to ensure milestones,
budgets and grant assurances were met.”
PGD’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension project also included the following enhancements:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Runway 15-33’s improved design eliminated a known FAA “hot spot” at the intersection of Runway 9 and
15. For decades Runways 9 and 15 were connected, posing collision/runway incursion risks. The new
design not only decoupled the runways, it added Taxiway Connector E1 for safe and easy access to
Runway 9.
It also realigned Taxiway D to have a full 90-degree connection to Runway 4, which greatly improved
visibility for pilots.
Taxiway H was added as a connector to the new extension, and Taxiway A was realigned to run parallel
with Runway 4-22.
This project also included new blast pads to reduce erosion from jet blast, and runway grooving and
drainage improvements to reduce standing water.
Approximately 14 acres of airfield wetlands were filled to minimize wildlife attractants – resulting in a
50% reduction in strike reports over similar timeframes in the previous two years.
In addition, a T-Hangar access road was realigned to avoid safety area encroachments due to revisions to
the displaced threshold for the Runway 15 End.
At the Runway 33 End, a roadway was realigned to avoid encroachment into the new Runway Protection
Zone.

https://www.aviationpros.com/aoa/runway-management/taxiway-ramp-maintenance-training/press-release/21231043/charlottecounty-airport-authority-punta-gorda-airport-wins-fdots-2021-commercial-service-airport-project-of-theyear?utm_source=AIRB%20ENewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB210721005&o_eid=8483H9983123I4W&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C8
483H9983123I4W&oly_enc_id=8483H9983123I4W
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Construction workers began rebuilding one of Punta Gorda Airport’s two runways in late 2019. In 2021, they won the
Commercial Airport Project of the Year Award for that project.

Punta Gorda Airport earns
top award for runway project
required buying land, adding another
593 feet to make the runway meet
modern requirements, and ﬁlling 14
acres of wetlands by the runways. The
last task has led to a 50% reduction in
By BETSY CALVERT
bird collisions with planes compared
STAFF WRITER
to two years ago. It also required
spending $1.8 million of compensation
Rebuilding a main runway earned
by rebuilding wetlands elsewhere in
Punta Gorda Airport the state’s
the region.
Commercial Airport Project of the
The airport took the construction
Year award.
opportunity to ﬁx other safety
The small airport with a big
commercial presence due to Allegiant problems including a hot spot between
two smaller runways with collision
Airlines and soon Sun Country
risks.
Airlines, received the award from the
“I’m proud of how our team
Florida Department of Transportation
took a holistic approach to project
in Jacksonville. Airport Chief
management,” Parish said. “They
Executive Officer James Parish
worked together to implement
accepted the award last week.
additional safety improvements while
The award is for the $12 million
maximizing resources.”
project of rebuilding the airport’s
But the airport is only partway done
secondary runway, whose name of 1533 is painted on the asphalt and can be with its big goal, which is to rebuild
seen by pilots from the air. The project the main runway, 4-22. That runway

One runway rebuilt,
one more to go

has has not been rebuilt since the
1940s. To rebuild that runway required
ﬁrst rebuilding and extending 15-33
to take on the job of main runway
while 4-22 is being rebuilt this year.
Rebuilding 4-22 will cost about
$15.8 million. None of this comes from
local taxes.
Charlotte County commissioners
praised the airport for its
achievements and took the
opportunity to comment on
players who sought to privatize the
publicly owned airport last year.
Commissioners successfully fought off
that campaign.
“I would argue that this airport
is being run quite well,” said
Commissioner Chris Constance.
“Some things work without
privatizing,” said Commissioner Joe
Tiseo.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com
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Punta Gorda Airport
receives FDOT award
The Florida Department of Transportation recently named Punta Gorda Airport’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension its
2021 Commercial Service Airport Project
of the Year. The honor was bestowed to
airport CEO James W. Parish, P.E. at the
Florida Airports Council Annual Conference held in Jacksonville.
Each year the FDOT presents awards
honoring superior achievement in the
categories of Aviation Professional of
the Year, Distinguished Aviation Service,
Commercial Service Airport of the Year,
Commercial Service Airport Project of
the Year, General Aviation Airport of the
Year and General Aviation Airport Project
of the Year.
To be considered for the Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year,
the project had to demonstrate a significant contribution to airport development,
sustainability, efficiency, capacity and/or
safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD’s Master Plan as high-priority projects essential to the local economy
and to meeting the FAA’s minimum service levels. By extending Runway 15-33 by
593 feet to provide a length of 6,286 feet,
PGD will be able to maintain existing air
carrier operations when Runway 4-22 is
closed for rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s innovative project team also incorporated essential safety and operational
improvements to maximize the airfield
for all its users, including GA pilots,
onsite flight schools, medical air transport, charter services and public services. The Airport Authority partnered

COURTESY PHOTO

Officials mark the completion of a major
project at the Punta Gorda Airport.
PGD’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension was
recently named FDOT’s 2021 Commercial
Service Airport Project of the Year.
with Kimley-Horn on the engineering and
design, and contracted with Ajax Paving
Industries of Florida for the construction.
“I am proud of how our team took a
holistic approach to project management.
They worked together to implement additional safety improvements while maximizing resources,” said Mr. Parish. “The
project also required close coordination
with federal and state funding partners,
tenants, inspectors and contractors to
ensure milestones, budgets and grant
assurances were met.”
The Charlotte County Airport Authority, governed by five elected commissioners, owns and operates the Punta Gorda
Airport, located at 28000 Airport Road.
PGD is home to commercial air service,
air charters, medical transport services,
aircraft maintenance and avionics repair,
as well as flight schools, distributers and
manufacturers.
For more information, visit www.flypgd.com. ■
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The Florida Department of Transportation recently named Punta Gorda Airport’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension
its 2021 Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year. The honor was bestowed to airport CEO James W.
Parish, P.E. at the Florida Airports Council Annual Conference held in Jacksonville.
Each year the FDOT presents awards honoring superior achievement in the categories of Aviation Professional of
the Year, Distinguished Aviation Service, Commercial Service Airport of the Year, Commercial Service Airport
Project of the Year, General Aviation Airport of the Year and General Aviation Airport Project of the Year.
To be considered for the Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year, the project had to demonstrate a
significant contribution to airport development, sustainability, efficiency, capacity and/or safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD’s Master Plan as high-priority projects essential to the local
economy and to meeting the FAA’s minimum service levels. By extending Runway 15-33 by 593 feet to provide a
length of 6,286 feet, PGD will be able to maintain existing air carrier operations when Runway 4-22 is closed for
rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s innovative project team also incorporated essential safety and
operational improvements to maximize the airfield for all its users, including GA pilots, onsite flight schools,
medical air transport, charter services and public services. The Airport Authority partnered with Kimley-Horn on
the engineering and design, and contracted with Ajax Paving Industries of Florida for the construction.
“I am proud of how our team took a holistic approach to project management. They worked together to
implement additional safety improvements while maximizing resources,” said Mr. Parish. “The project also
required close coordination with federal and state funding partners, tenants, inspectors and contractors to ensure
milestones, budgets and grant assurances were met.”
The Charlotte County Airport Authority, governed by five elected commissioners, owns and operates the Punta
Gorda Airport, located at 28000 Airport Road. PGD is home to commercial air service, air charters, medical
transport services, aircraft maintenance and avionics repair, as well as flight schools, distributers and
manufacturers.
For more information, visit www.flypgd.com.
https://fortmyers.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-airport-receives-fdot-award/
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Punta Gorda Airport receives FDOT award
The Florida Department of Transportation
recently named Punta Gorda Airport’s Runway
15-33 Rehab & Extension its 2021 Commercial
Service Airport Project of the Year. The honor
was bestowed to airport CEO James W. Parish,
P.E. at the Florida Airports Council Annual Conference held in Jacksonville.
Each year the FDOT presents awards honoring superior achievement in the categories of
Aviation Professional of the Year, Distinguished

Aviation Service, Commercial Service Airport
of the Year, Commercial Service Airport Project
of the Year, General Aviation Airport of the Year
and General Aviation Airport Project of the Year.
To be considered for the Commercial SerSEE PGD, A5 X
COURTESY PHOTO

Officials mark the completion of Punta Gorda
Airport’s Runway 15-33 Rehab & Extension project..
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vice Airport Project of the Year, the
project had to demonstrate a significant
contribution to airport development,
sustainability, efficiency, capacity and/
or safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD’s Master Plan as high-priority
projects essential to the local economy and
to meeting the FAA’s minimum service
levels. By extending Runway 15-33 by 593
feet to provide a length of 6,286 feet, PGD
will be able to maintain existing air carrier
operations when Runway 4-22 is closed for
rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s innovative project team also incorporated essential safety and operational
improvements to maximize the airfield for
all its users, including GA pilots, onsite
flight schools, medical air transport, charter
services and public services. The Airport
Authority partnered with Kimley-Horn on
the engineering and design, and contracted
with Ajax Paving Industries of Florida for
the construction.
“I am proud of how our team took a
holistic approach to project management.
They worked together to implement additional safety improvements while maximizing resources,” said Mr. Parish. “The
project also required close coordination
with federal and state funding partners, tenants, inspectors and contractors to ensure
milestones, budgets and grant assurances
were met.”
The Charlotte County Airport Authority,
governed by five elected commissioners,
owns and operates the Punta Gorda Airport,
located at 28000 Airport Road. PGD is home
to commercial air service, air charters, medical transport services, aircraft maintenance
and avionics repair, as well as flight schools,
distributers and manufacturers.
For more information, visit www.flypgd.
com. ■

The Florida Department of Transportation recently
named Punta Gorda Airport’s Runway 15-33 Rehab &
Extension its 2021 Commercial Service Airport
Project of the Year. The honor was bestowed to
airport CEO James W. Parish, P.E. at the Florida
Airports Council Annual Conference held in
Jacksonville.
Each year the FDOT presents awards honoring
superior achievement in the categories of Aviation
Professional of the Year, Distinguished Aviation
Service, Commercial Service Airport of the Year,
Commercial Service Airport Project of the Year,
General Aviation Airport of the Year and General
Aviation Airport Project of the Year.
To be considered for the Commercial Ser- vice Airport Project of the Year, the project had to demonstrate a
significant contribution to airport development, sustainability, efficiency, capacity and/ or safety.
Both Runways 15-33 and 4-22 were identified in PGD’s Master Plan as high-priority projects essential to the local
economy and to meeting the FAA’s minimum service levels. By extending Runway 15-33 by 593 feet to provide a
length of 6,286 feet, PGD will be able to maintain existing air carrier operations when Runway 4-22 is closed for
rehabilitation later in 2021.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s innovative project team also incorporated essential safety and
operational improvements to maximize the airfield for all its users, including GA pilots, onsite flight schools,
medical air transport, charter services and public services. The Airport Authority partnered with Kimley-Horn on
the engineering and design, and contracted with Ajax Paving Industries of Florida for the construction.
“I am proud of how our team took a holistic approach to project management. They worked together to
implement additional safety improvements while maximizing resources,” said Mr. Parish. “The project also
required close coordination with federal and state funding partners, tenants, inspectors and contractors to ensure
milestones, budgets and grant assurances were met.”
The Charlotte County Airport Authority, governed by five elected commissioners, owns and operates the Punta
Gorda Airport, located at 28000 Airport Road. PGD is home to commercial air service, air charters, medical
transport services, aircraft maintenance and avionics repair, as well as flight schools, distributers and
manufacturers.
For more information, visit www.flypgd.com.
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-airport-receives-fdot-award/

Allegiant's Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, the untouched shell building that has loomed over the Peace River
shoreline for more than a year and a half, will be completed after all.
John Redmond, president of the airline and travel company, said on an earnings call this week that resort's
construction, which was halted in March 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic, is set to resume after 17
months.
Details on an exact start date - and when the massive resort will finally open to the public - will be announced at a
company press conference Aug. 3, Redmond said. The company will also discuss its plans for the Kingsway Golf
Course, which was purchased by Allegiant as a service for Sunseeker guests.
Construction is moving ahead with the help of a new $350 million loan taken out by the company, Redmond
said, with the resort placed collateral. Final loan documents are expected to be completed within 30 to 45 days.
Allegiant initially halted construction on Sunseeker right when the pandemic hit in March 2020. Redmond said
the company wanted to wait until its balance sheet had improved.
"Fourteen months since I made the comment, and 17 months since we stopped, we have that stronger balance
sheet I referenced - significantly stronger, I might add," he said on the earnings call.

It was expected that Sunseeker would put Charlotte County on the map from a tourism standpoint. But for the last
year and a half it's been an eyesore and there's been speculation about what Allegiant would do with the site.
Maury Gallagher, chairman and CEO of Allegiant, said on the earnings call that the company considers Southwest
Florida to possibly be "the best leisure vacation area in the country."
The resort is within driving distance to three of its top performing markets - Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport, Punta Gorda Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport, he said. Historically, Allegiant has
carried about 4 million passengers a year in and out of those three destinations.
"In early 2020 we were well on our way to growing our model including building out Sunseeker," Gallagher said
on the call. "We are back in this same position today as we were in that early part of 2020."
When it's completed, the resort will feature approximately 500 hotel rooms and about 180 one-, two- and threebedroom extended stay suites.
Allegiant earned $95 million in net income in its second quarter this year, an increase of 34.7% over the second
quarter in 2019, when the company earned $70.5 million.
Revenue is slightly down compared to two years ago, however - Allegiant brought in $472.4 million in revenue in
the third quarter of 2021, compared to $491.8 million in 2019.
But things are certainly vastly better than last year, when the company brought in a measly $133.3 million in
revenue in the second quarter.
Allegiant is currently the only operating airline at Punta Gorda Airport, and the largest carrier at SarasotaBradenton, where it continues to add new service.
Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/travel/2021/07/30/allegiant-resume-construction-sunseeker-resort-charlotte-harbor/5430408001/

LAS VEGAS, July 30, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Allegiant Travel Company (NASDAQ: ALGT) has scheduled an investor
call for Thursday, August 5 at 12:30 p.m. EDT to discuss the resumption of construction related to its Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor project. A live broadcast of the conference call will be available through the company's Investor Relations
website homepage at http://ir.allegiantair.com. The webcast will also be archived on the "Events & Presentations" section of
the site. We plan to file a transcript of the call with the SEC as soon as practicable after the completion of the event.

Construction on the project – an integrated destination resort in southwest Florida – was suspended by the company in March
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and its outsized impact on the travel and hospitality industries. The resort will feature
approximately 500 hotel rooms, more than 180 suites, 55,000 square-feet of meeting and conference space, 19 restaurants
and bars, and retail outlets along a scenic harbor walk.
Located near the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), a base of operations for Allegiant Air, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor will
be the largest and most unique resort in the region. In addition to its service to Punta Gorda, Allegiant currently operates
flights from nearby St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE), Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB) and
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – all within a two-hour drive of Charlotte Harbor. In total, Allegiant
currently flies nearly 8 million leisure travelers in and out of Florida every year. This nexus between air transportation and
hospitality will afford easy access to the resort location, while capitalizing on Allegiant's direct-to-customer sales model.
Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, focused on
connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers
in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-nonstop flights and industry-low average fares. Today,
Allegiant's all-Airbus fleet serves communities across the nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of the average
domestic roundtrip ticket. For more information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, is available
at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF
Note: This news release was accurate at the date of issuance. However, information contained in the release may have
changed. If you plan to use the information contained herein for any purpose, verification of its continued accuracy is your
responsibility.
For further information please visit the company's investor website: http://ir.allegiantair.com
Reference to the Company's website above does not constitute incorporation of any of the information thereon into this news
release.
Media Inquiries: mediarelations@allegiantair.com
Investor Inquiries: Sherry Wilson: ir@allegiantair.com
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/allegiant-travel-company-schedules-sunseeker-210900894.html
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