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At Charlotte Technical College’s avia-
tion extension campus, the hands-on 
learning experience for aviation airframe 
and power plant mechanic students now 
soars head and shoulders above training 
at other aviation schools, thanks to the 
addition of a Pratt & Whitney PW6000 
turbofan engine given to the program 
by Patrice Robinet, managing director of 
Halcyon Aviation Capital.

Worth well over $2 million and weigh-
ing in at 5,000 pounds, the engine will 
allow for a training experience that puts 
CTC students in “an elite category,” 
according to Stephen Nowell, founding 

$2 million aircraft engine lands, student learning takes off

SEE CTC, A16 

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

COURTESY PHOTO

The Pratt & Whitney PW6000 turbofan engine 
at Charlotte Technical College’s aviation 
extension campus will allow for an elite train-
ing experience for students.



manager of the CTC Aviation and Power-
plant program, and 40-year veteran of the 
aviation maintenance industry.

“While knowledge of turbine engines is 
required for the FAA’s A&P certification 
exam, mechanic training rarely involves 
experience with a new turbine of this cali-
ber,” he noted. “This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
training opportunity.”

As a turbofan, the PW6000 offers higher 
thrust and fuel efficiency with lower noise, 
allowing flights in a broader range of air-
ports. Designed for use in 100-passenger 
aircraft, the engine was first adapted for 
use in 2005 in the LAN Airlines Airbus 
A318 passenger plane — the same Airbus 
model used by Allegiant Air flying from 
Punta Gorda Airport today.

Frank Rodriguez of Intrepid Aero-
space and Sam Albornoz of Aerotech Ops 
(ATOPS) have been coordinating delivery 
of the engine from Miami to Punta Gorda 
over the last several months. The engine 
was delivered by ATOPS on its flatbed 
truck on April 22.

“Our students will graduate with true 
‘front-line’ experience,” Mr. Nowell said. 
“That’s something few schools can offer. 
In fact, most use non-airworthy military 
engines for training.”

While the donation is a coup for the 
newly inaugurated program, which began 
admitting students Feb. 1, Deelynn Bennett, 
CTC director, believes the high quality of 
CTC students makes them the ideal match 
for such cutting-edge training equipment.

“We’ve been able to recruit topflight 
mechanic candidates,” she said. “While 

there’s an urgent need for aviation 
mechanics both in our region and across 
the nation, there’s also a real hunger for the 
opportunities the field provides. Aviation 
mechanics is financially rewarding and 
professionally stimulating. And now with 
this level of training, the sky really is the 
limit for our graduates.”

In anticipation of the engine’s deliv-
ery, CTC instructors Martin Ricciuti and 
Jamie Trudeau engineered and fabri-
cated the engine stand on site at the pro-
gram’s hangar located at Punta Gorda 
Airport.

Frank Rodriguez, Intrepid’s VP of 
Sales & Marketing, is also an advisory 
board member for CTC’s A&P program. 
Understanding just how important a 
new-generation jet engine is to world-

class student instruction, Mr. Rodriguez 
began making calls to his aviation-related 
contacts several months ago. Since jet 
engines like this can be disassembled and 
sold for its precious metals, it took some 
convincing for its owner to part from it. 

“Sam Albornoz identified the poten-
tial donation from Halcyon, and since 
we both share this passion for aviation 
education, we were able to convince Mr. 
Patrice Robinet that CTC would be a 
worthy recipient of such a valuable asset 
and educational tool,” said Mr. Rodri-
guez. “We’ve all worked together with 
CTC to assemble all the fundamentals, 
in instructional staff, curriculum and 
now, equipment, for a world-class pro-
gram. This is an important step forward 
for CTC and for Florida aviation.”

With the unveiling of the PW6000 at its 
new home, CTC students also expressed 
excitement about the opportunity to get 
“hands-on” with the engine, and about 
the advantages it brings to their training, 
and ultimately to their careers. 

Opened in Port Charlotte in 1980, Char-
lotte Technical College offers more than 
20 different career-training programs for 
full-time, part-time and dual enrollment 
students. The A&P mechanics program is 
available for dual enrollment high school 
seniors as well as adult students.

For more information about the new 
donation, contact Stephen Nowell at ste-
phen.nowell@yourcharlotteschools.net, or 
for enrollment information, contact Deb-
bie Ederer at debbie.ederer@yourcharlot-
teschools.net or 941-255-7500, ext. 114. ■

CTC
From page 1

COURTESY PHOTOS

Wendy Atkinson, chair, Charlotte County Public School Board; County Commissioner Bill Truex; Sam Albornoz, ATOPS; Stephen Nowell, A&P 
program manager; Frank Rodriquez, VP sales and marketing, Intrepid Aerospace; Kevin Taylor, CEO, In The Loop Consultants; Deelynn Bennett, 
director, Charlotte Technical College; and Dave Gammon, director, Charlotte County Economic Development Office
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BEST�WAY�TO�
RUIN�A�SCENIC�
VIEW 
Sunseeker Resort cranes 

Whether sitting in the Adiron-
dack chairs at TT’s Tiki Bar, 
embarking on a sightseeing cruise 
of Charlotte Harbor or enjoying 
the Wyvern Hotel’s Perch 360 
rooftop restaurant to watch the 

sunset, you won’t need to 
crane your neck to see the 

enormous, mechanical eyesore 
of the Sunseeker Resort, which 

halted construction last year due to the pandemic. At 
one time, the project had promised to boom the local 
economy as a utopian tourist destination unlike any 
other, funded by Allegiant Air, Punta Gorda Airport’s 
sole commercial carrier. The project delivered on 
being unforgettable, all right — but as a deserted shell 
of a real estate dream, and spoiling an otherwise sce-
nic view.

Thank you,

Primary and Specialty Care
MPG Connect Telehealth
Walk-In Medical Centers
Imaging Centers
Lab Services
COVID-19 Evaluation and Testing

500+ Healthcare Providers  I 130+ Locations  I 10 Walk-In Centers I 25+ Specialty Services

Connect Today! (844) CALL-MPG

www.MillenniumPhysician.com

MILLENNIUM COVID-19 STRIKE TEAM 
HEALTHCARE HEROES
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&
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OPINIONS

The Charlotte County 
Commission commemorated 
the beginning of  construction 
on the aircraft rescue and 
firefighter training facility 
at the Public Safety Complex 
on Tuesday. The ARFF will 
provide a training platform for 
county firefighters to support 
the Punta Gorda Airport 
and can be used by agencies 
from around the country for 
training.

This project is funded by 
the 1% local option sales 
tax approved by voters 
in 2020. Construction on 
the $7.6 million facility is 
scheduled to be completed this 
fall. For information on the 
training facility, visit www.

CharlotteCountyFL.gov and 
click I Want To, then Project 
Status Updates.

FACILITY OPERATIONS
Charlotte County facilities 

will resume normal business 

hours and operations 
beginning May 10, 2021. 
Facility hours can be found at 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

The Utilities Department 
customer support center 
remains open by appointment-
only. To schedule an 
appointment, call 941-764-4300.

Visitors to county facilities 
and users of  county services 
are encouraged to continue 
to practice social distancing, 
frequent hand-washing, 
mask wearing and staying 
home if  you are sick. Online 
services will continue to be 
offered such as permitting and 
parking fee payments, as will 
curbside pick-up at libraries 
and bill payment drop boxes.

EMERGENCY TRAINING
Charlotte County Fire 

and EMS Public Relations 
Manager Todd Dunn 
completed the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency Advanced Public 
Information Officer training 
program at the Emergency 
Management Institute in 
Emmitsburg, Md. in April.

Dunn serves as co-lead 
PIO in the county’s Joint 
Information Center when the 
Emergency Operations Center 
is activated. He joined the 
county in 2014 as a television 
production specialist for 
CC-TV, the county television
channel. Dunn moved to the

Public Safety Department 
in 2018. Prior to joining the 
county, he was an Emmy 
Award-winning TV video 
journalist in Nashville, Tenn. 
and Sarasota.

Congratulations to Todd on 
his professional achievement 
and his ongoing work in 
the JIC to spread reliable 
information to residents 
during the pandemic.

Readers may reach Charlotte 
County Administrator Hector 
Flores at Hector.Flores@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

County breaks ground on firefighting training facility

HECTOR FLORES
Charlotte County 

Administrator
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority has announced that Gary E. Duncan, C.M. has joined Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD) as its director of airport operations/projects. He will work under CEO James W. Parish, P.E., and COO Ron 
Mallard, C.M., ACE, and have oversight of PGD’s Bailey Terminal operations, facilities, FBO and airside operations. 
Mr. Duncan will also assist with air service development and marketing, vendor relations, grants and special 
projects. 

Mr. Duncan has a strong history of airport leadership, most recently as the deputy executive director of aviation 
for the Lee County Port Authority, where he managed operations at both Southwest Florida International Airport 
and Page Field. He also served as the general aviation manager of the Jacksonville Port Authority, and gained 
extensive experience in planning and grants, operations and special projects. 

Mr. Duncan is a U.S. Navy veteran who served at Cecil Field as an aviation electrician, and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in aviation management from Southern Illinois University. He is active in the American Association of 
Airport Executives, Airports Council International and Florida Airports Council. 

 

“In addition to his extensive aviation experience, Gary Duncan is a highly effective communicator, consensus 
builder, listener and speaker,” said Mr. Parish. “We are excited to welcome Gary to the team as he helps us 
leverage our success and implements new ways to improve efficiency, safety and customer service at PGD.” 

The CCAA has approximately 38 fulltime employees, 43 part-time employees and 11 seasonal positions — along 
with $27 million in capital improvement projects slated for fiscal 2021. The director of airport operations/projects 
is a new position that was created to support the leadership team and the airport’s continued growth. ¦ 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/pgd-names-new-director-of-airport-operations/ 
 
 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/pgd-names-new-director-of-airport-operations/
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/pgd-names-new-director-of-airport-operations/
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Travelers 
flying to Punta Gorda 
Airport in coming weeks 
may experience fuller planes, 
representatives say.

Despite seeing a dip of  
around 57,000 passengers in 
April compared to March for 
overall travel at PGD, airport 

spokesperson Kaley Miller said 
they saw the highest average 
“load factor” since before the 
pandemic.

“For April 2021, we actually 
had a load factor of  75%, which 
is the average of  how full the 
planes were,” Miller said. 
“The load factor is important 
to airlines, because the higher 
the load factor, the higher the 
profit margins for the airline.

“So, passengers that are just 
starting to travel again should 
expect the planes to be pretty 
full.”

Miller went on to say that 
April 2021 passenger totals 

Airport’s April passenger count dips
But planes are 

getting fuller 

as summer 

approaches

PHOTO PROVIDED

Passengers board an Allegiant Air flight in July 2020 at Punta Gorda Airport.SEE AIRPORT’S, 3B
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were still less than March 
2021 because there were fewer 
flights scheduled in April.

The load factor for March 
was only 60%.

April 2021 passenger totals 
were recorded at around 125,300 
compared to March 2021 totals 
of  almost 182,000, according to 

the PGD report.
This April’s totals were a big 

improvement — 941.6% higher 
— from April 2020, however, 
when only around 12,000 people 
flew in and out of  Punta Gorda 
during the pandemic.

In years without coronavirus, 
Miller said, it is typical for 
there to be a drop in travel from 
March to April.

“We’re not surprised about 
the April 2021 numbers ‘dip’ as 

the month usually has signifi-
cantly less passenger traffic 
than March,” Miller said.

Since the start of  2021, the 
monthly passenger counts 
have been on the rise, showing 
only around 98,800 for January, 
128,900 for February and March 
as the highest month of  almost 
182,000.

Going into the summer, Miller 
said they hope the totals will 
resemble that of  summer 2018.

“Even though there is 
(expectation of) pent-up 
travel demand, we don’t expect 
passenger traffic to surge over 
the summer,” Miller said. “If  
anything, we hope it attains 
summer 2018 levels.”

For summer 2018, PGD 
reported passenger totals of  
around 118,000 for May, almost 
136,000 for June, and around 
145,000 for July.

Summer 2019 saw higher 

counts than 2018 with almost 
123,000 for May, almost 135,000 
for June, and almost 147,000 in 
July.

With the pandemic in full 
swing in 2020, PGD passenger 
totals never broke the 100,000 
mark, showing around 63,000 
for May, almost 94,000 for June, 
and around 91,000 for July.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT’S
FROM PAGE 1B
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CHARLOTTE-LEE-COLLIER 
Airport woos 
away official 
Longtime Lee County airport 
official Gary Duncan is join-
ing the operations team of a 
nearby airport in Charlotte 
County. 

Duncan was recently named ; owned by Tiger Woods, recent-
director of airport opera- ] ly announced the addition of 
tions/projects at Punta Gorda 
Airport, according to a state-
ment. He will report to CEO 
James Parish and COO Ron 
Mallard, the release adds, and 
have oversight of PGD's Bailey 
Terminal operations, facilities, ' Lakewood Ranch, while the 
FBO and airside operations. 
Duncan was most recently 
the deputy executive director 
of aviation for the Lee County 
Port Authority, where he man-
aged operations at both South-. ) is a technology-infused golf-
west Florida International 
Airport and Page Field.

MAY 14,2021 - MAY 20, 2021
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OUR VIEW

A warning 
for bogus 

candidates?
OUR POSITION: The investigation into 
who supported and funded a bogus 
candidate in a legislative election 
should send a message to those who 
use this tactic.

R emember how a phantom 
candidate made a mockery of  a 
primary election for a seat on the 

Charlotte County Airport Authority?
We wrote extensively about the race 

between eventual winner Vanessa 
Oliver and Bob Starr, both Republicans. 
No Democrat filed to run.

Out of  nowhere, Martin Dorio 
announced his candidacy as a No Party 
Affiliation for the seat, effectively 
shutting out about 80,000 Democrats 
and Independents from voting in the 
primary.

Dorio had no campaign fund. He 
would not answer phone calls from the 
media. He never campaigned or showed 
his face. He didn’t even live in Charlotte 
County.

He was a bogus candidate from the 
start.

This is a tactic used all too often 
in Florida to close primaries to only 
those voters registered to vote in that 
party. We believe it undermines the 
democratic process. Those who would 
fund or recruit such candidates should 
be revealed and punished — if  not 
legally then in the court of  public 
opinion.

That actually may come to pass in a 
recent South Florida Senate race.

Alex Rodriguez, a 55-year-old South 
Florida mechanic, filed as a No Party 
Affiliation candidate to run against an 
incumbent with the same last name, 
Democratic Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez. 
According to the Sun Sentinel, Alex 
Rodriguez had no website and launched 
no real campaign. He got just enough 
votes, 6,382 of  the more than 215,000 
cast, to give Republican Ileana Garcia 
the win — by 32 votes.

Alex Rodriguez lived in Boca Raton 
and ran for state office two counties 
away, according to the Sun Sentinel. 
His voter registration form lists Boca as 
his residence but he gave a Miami-Dade 
address when he filed to run.

WPLG Channel 10 reported that Alex 
Rodriguez — who was a Republican 
until the day he registered for the 
race — had an arrest record for grand 
theft and was deep in debt. Yet, he 
obtained $360,000 for mailers with a 
pro-Democratic message.

And, according to the Sun Sentinel, 
Our Florida, a political committee 
whose address is a UPS store in Miami, 
made the $360,000 contribution to pay 
for the mailers.

This scheme may have repercussions.
In March, law enforcement officials 

raided the home of  former Republican 
state Sen. Frank Artiles, who according 
to the Miami Herald, bragged about 
putting Alex Rodriguez in the race to 
undermine the chances of  Joe Javier 
Rodriguez, the incumbent who lost 
to Garcia. Artiles is facing several 
felony campaign-finance charges and 
additional ones for false swearing in 
connection with voting or elections.

Nothing illegal is obvious in the 
Airport Authority race, let’s be clear on 
that. Recruiting a third-party candidate 
isn’t a crime, and there are very relaxed 
rules in residency requirements that 
are rarely enforced.

But, where Artiles allegedly did 
wrong was, according to a Miami 
Herald story, pay $50,000 out of  his own 
pocket to Alex Rodriguez. And someone 
(Artiles?) recruited the mystery 
donor who paid $360,000 to a political 
committee for advertisement in the 
race.

Dark money is a big problem in state 
and national politics. Changes are 
needed but they will never come as 
long as the politicians are the ones who 
must vote on leveling the playing field.

Meanwhile, the Artiles case should 
be a red flag for those who believe ghost 
candidates are a good tactic.
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By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

When the pandemic hit, many 
in the food service industry who 
suddenly found themselves without 
work noticed that the trucks kept 
rolling, said Glenn Osterberg, range 
manager at the Suncoast Trucking 
Academy in Punta Gorda.

But while the trucks are always 
rolling, there’s been a chronic 
shortage of  people to drive them.

“For the past 10 to 15 years, we’ve 
(industry) been short of  drivers 

— some 50,000 to 60,000,” said 
Osterberg.

This is due to the fact truck 
drivers work long hours — some 60 
to 70 hours a week, and they can be 
away from their families some two 
to four weeks at a time.

When the Colonial Pipeline was 
recently shut down due to ransom-
ware hackers, the fuel industry had 
to make plans to transport more gas-
oline by truck. Meanwhile, the Biden 
administration issued an order 
allowing some truckers transporting 
gasoline to work longer hours.

For any type of  truck driver, 
starting salaries for the first year 
are between $35,000 to $40,000, and 
$50,000 to $70,000 the second year, 
Osterberg said. 

Anyone wanting to explore a new 
career in a field lacking workers 
can train locally at the Suncoast 
Trucking Academy, 28040 Airpark 
Drive, in Punta Gorda. For more 
information, call 941-347-7445.

Trucking academy cites 
50K+ driver shortage

After pipeline attack, nation needs gas haulers

SUN PHOTO BY ROYCE ENGEMANN

Sam Hanke, a certified CDL instructor at the Suncoast Trucking Academy, is opening the hood to check engine 
components during a vehicle inspection. As part of their training, students must conduct a pre-trip inspection 
which is graded by the instructor.

SEE TRUCKING, 4A
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO DRIVE A TRUCK?
Drivers spend time in a classroom, 

but most of  the training is done on the 
range — a large, paved area adjacent to 
the Punta Gorda Airport where students’ 
driving skills are put to the test.

Upon completion of  the course at the 
Academy they most likely would get a job, 
as the Academy boasts a 98% placement 
rate. The school works with 15 to 20 
companies which recruit workers upon 
completion of  their training, he said.

The training, given by the Academy’s 
four instructors, is a 160-hour, four-week 
course held Monday through Friday, said 
Royce Engemann, director of  admissions.

He said the course costs $6,700. Upon 
successful completion, students would be 
issued a certificate they would show to 
potential employers.

The Academy makes it a seamless 
process for successful graduates, as the 
student’s paperwork is entered into the 
system which the tax collector’s office 
retrieves after the student shows proper 
identification. Then they would receive 
their commercial driver’s license, com-
monly known as a CDL.

THE TRAINING
For the first week, students receive 

in-classroom instruction. Then, for the 
next three, they are out on the range. 

The pre-trip inspection part of  the 
course is where students inspect the 
vehicle, making sure the equipment is in 
working order. Osterberg said safety is the 
No. 1 priority at every level of  training.

The second part on the range involves 
the students operating the vehicle and ex-
hibiting back-up maneuvers, Engemann 
said. The large lot has cones marking 
off different “road” situations, and the 
students must back up the tractor trailer 
in a variety of  ways.

The third part of  the course takes the 
student driver out on the road with the 
instructor, where the student experiences 
a variety of  conditions. Failure to put on 
a seat belt is an automatic failure, said 
Engemann.

While the road test could last an 
hour or longer and isn’t timed, the first 
two parts have to be completed within 
an hour; a student taking longer than 
that would automatically fail, he said. 
However, the student can retake that 
portion of  the test for a fee of  $150. Should 
the student fail two courses, it would cost 
$250, and three retakes would cost $350.

A passing grade is 80% or higher, said 
Engemann.

GASOLINE HAULERS REQUIRE FURTHER 
TESTING, BACKGROUND CHECK

Beside the nationwide driver shortage 
overall, recent concern is centered on gaso-
line tank haulers. Summertime gasoline 
demand is expected to be high, and more 
tank haulers are needed now that the 
Colonial Pipeline has lost production days.

For those wishing to get their gasoline 
tank and hazmat endorsement, further 
testing at the local Department of  Motor 
Vehicles is required. It is a written, 
multiple-choice test, said Engemann. 
Upon successful completion of  the test, 
the driver still would not be ready to hit 
the road, as a federal background check is 
then conducted, he added.

“Lately, this has been taking longer, 
about 30 to 90 days,” said Engemann. The 
background check is done to make sure 
the applicant doesn’t have any felonies and 
whose background doesn’t show any red 
flags.

Drivers with a hazmat endorsement 
would have a letter on their CDL which 
indicates what they are allowed to haul.

A variety of  students have been trained 
at the Academy, said Osterberg. “A female 
student used to drive, but she quit to raise 
kids. Then, she went back to school.”

Those who worked as professional 
drivers need not take the entire course, 
but take a “coaching” course instead, said 
Engemann.

LET’S TALK DOLLARS 
Osterberg said he tells his students to 

first work for a trucking company.
He said a trucking company would 

supply the tractor (truck part) and trailer, 
which holds the transport goods.

He said some choose to own their own 
tractors. “A brand, new shiny Peterbilt 
costs about $175,000,” he said.

Owners of  their own trailers pay in 
the range of  $30,000 to $40,000, but it all 
depends on whether they want a flat bed, 
regular trailer or refrigerated trailer.

Diesel fuel costs are high, too, said 
Engemann. He said the trucks generally 
get 5 to 6 mpg. Then there are many tires 
the owner has to maintain — “that’s why 
they call them 18-wheelers,” he said. Even 
an oil change costs a few hundred dollars.

Looking at the cost of  ownership versus 
the cost of  owning one’s own tractor, 
it makes sense to start out working for 
someone else.

Osterberg said for those students who 
do decide to go into business for them-
selves, he urges them to first see what the 
profession is about. He said he urges them 
to take business courses, as the owner 
of  a tractor or tractor and trailer “has a 
very high overhead and a very low profit 
margin.”

TRUCKING
FROM PAGE 1A
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

ARCADIA — A Lakeland man was 
arrested Thursday in connection 
with the death of  Arcadia Fiesta Food 
Mart owner Saleh Ahmed, according 

to the Arcadia Police 
Department.

Reginald Reynard 
Roberts, 21, was charged 
with first-degree murder, 
robbery with a firearm, 
and possession of  a firearm 
by a convicted felon for 
allegedly shooting Ahmed 
in the corner store, at 531 

W. Magnolia St., Arcadia, last Friday
afternoon.

Arcadia Police Marshal Matt Anderson 
told The Daily Sun that the homicide is 
still an ongoing investigation.

“We’re going to be a little bit,” 
Anderson said. “I can’t disclose anything 
right now.”

Since his death, there has been an 
outpouring of  sympathy from the 
community for Ahmed and his family, as 
well as a memorial outside of  the food 
mart, which has served as a popular stop 
for many in Arcadia over the years. 

Lakeland man 
arrested for 

Arcadia store 
owner shooting

Police say investigation  

is still ongoing

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The Charlotte County Airport Authority 
agreed Thursday to pay off a consultant 
rather than risk a lawsuit.

Several reluctant board 
members plus the authori-
ty’s lawyer had hoped that 
legal action would reveal 
who was behind a scheme to 
eliminate the authority.

This latest unanimous 
decision was to pay Andrew 
Vasey and his consulting 
firm, Vasey Aviation,
$30,000, plus another $10,000 

to Vasey’s two subcontractors. This 
allowed the authority to stop paying Vasey 
$5,000 a month through the end of  the year.

“I don’t think we should pay him off,” 
said Commissioner Rob Hancik before he 
changed his mind. “I think there’s more to 
be learned.”

Commissioner Vanessa Oliver said invit-
ing a lawsuit would distract the board from 
its other projects in developing the airport 
to be an economic engine. Chief  Executive 

VASEY

ROBERTS

SEE SHOOTING, 4A

Airport exits 
contract with 

consultant
Vasey promoted disputed 

privatization plan

SEE AIRPORT, 4A

But it won’t be like 

2020, they say

SCOTT KEELER/TAMPA BAY TIMES/ZUMA PRESS/TNS FILE PHOTO

Water splashes against the seawall along Pass A Grille Way in St. Pete Beach on Nov. 11 as squalls from Hurricane 
Eta move through Pinellas County, Florida.

By SETH BORENSTEIN
AP SCIENCE WRITER

The Atlantic hurricane season 
will be busier than normal, but it’s 
unlikely to be as crazy as 2020’s 
record-shattering year, meteorologists 
said Thursday.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration forecast-
ed that the hurricane season, which 
runs from June through November, 
will see 13 to 20 named storms. Six 
to 10 of  those storms will become 
hurricanes and three to five will be 
major hurricanes with winds of  more 
than 110 mph, the agency predicted.

Since 1990, a typical season sees 14 
named storms, seven hurricanes and 
three major hurricanes — a climate 

normal that has increased in recent 
decades. There’s a 60% chance that 
this hurricane season will be busier 
than normal and only a 10% chance it 
will be below normal, NOAA said.

Lead agency forecaster Matthew 
Rosencrans said the season looks to be 
busy because of  warmer water, which 
fuels storms; reduced cross winds that 
decapitate storms; and more seeds of  

SEE HURRICANE, 9A
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Officer James Parrish agreed.
“I honestly want to get this 

off the table,” he said. “We have 
a lot of  positive things going on 
at the airport. A lawsuit sucks 
the air out of  that.”

A publicist working with 
Vasey contacted The Daily Sun 
in April, saying Vasey would 
attend that meeting to close on 
a positive note. But the author-
ity cancelled its April meeting. 
Vasey did not attend this latest 
meeting.

Commissioner Kathleen 
Coppola was reluctant to pay 
off Vasey as well.

“I’m not happy with this at 
all,” she said. “It worries me a 
lot that somebody would do this 
to us.”

Authority attorney Darol 
Carr said Vasey demanded 
a non-disparagement clause 
applying to the board members 
and Carr, but that was reduced 
to just Parish.

Vasey is considered a key 
player in a 2020 plan to over-
throw the airport authority and 
replace the members’ authority 
with the Punta Gorda City 
Council. The goal was to find a 
governmental body that would 
agree to privatize the airport.

Vasey was the consultant 
who was both promoting 
and negotiating a deal with 
unknown investors for a 
public-private partnership to 
run the airport. It would have 
involved a 30-year lease worth 
up to $1 billion in investments 
in the airport and the county. 
Some even imagined the county 
would get money to invest 

to reinvigorate the stalled 
Sunseeker resort in Charlotte 
Harbor.

The authority members voted 
against the plan last year, say-
ing the few such partnerships 
in the nation had not worked 
well or were with airports with 
failing finances. The Punta 
Gorda Airport, with its one 
commercial airline — Allegiant 
— is considered one of  the most 
successful albeit small airports 
in the country.

When county commissioners 
expressed outrage at both pri-
vatization and board displace-
ment, the city council withdrew 
its proposal before presenting it 
to the state legislature.

At issue has been who was 
the instigator with key advo-
cates being Vasey, state Rep. 
Michael Grant and members 
of  the city council. Vasey has 

not spoken with the public, 
and Grant denies involvement. 
Legal action by Vasey would 
have created an opportunity to 
get these answers, Carr has told 
the board.

Hancik took a long pause 
before voting.

“To make your life easier,” he 
said, “I’ll go ahead and approve 
it. I think this subject will come 
up again.”

The authority earlier accused 
their new board member, 
Grant’s daughter Vanessa 
Oliver, of  failing to inform the 
board of  various dealings by 
her father.

At this latest board meeting, 
no board member would second 
her motion to open up bidding 
to other companies for the 
authority’s annual fiscal audit. 
Oliver said in the interest of  
openness and professionalism, 

the job should not be given to 
the same company every year, 
even if  board members and 
staff really liked the company.

A new auditor should be 
selected every five years, she 
said.

Three board members, 
however, insisted they liked 
their current auditor, Tuscan & 
Co., too much to switch.

“I’m not going to go along,” 
said Coppola. “He’s giving us 
phenomenally good advice, and 
I trust him.”

Parish noted that another 
request for proposal procedure 
would take 200 hours of  staff 
time.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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his hard-line, right-wing 
base that he stopped the 
operation too soon.

Hamas, the Islamic 
militant group sworn to 
Israel’s destruction, also 
claimed victory. But it 
now faces the daunting 
challenge of  rebuilding in 
a territory already suffer-
ing from poverty, wide-
spread unemployment 
and a raging coronavirus 
outbreak.

Netanyahu’s office 
said his Security Cabinet 
had unanimously 
accepted an Egyptian 
cease-fire proposal after 
recommendations from 
Israel’s military chief  
and other top security 
officials. A statement 
boasted of  “significant 
achievements in the 
operation, some of  which 
are unprecedented.”

It also included a veiled 
threat against Hamas. 
“The political leaders 
emphasized that the 
reality on the ground 
will determine the future 
of  the campaign,” the 

statement said.
The fighting erupted 

on May 10, when Hamas 
militants in Gaza fired 
long-range rockets toward 
Jerusalem. The barrage 
came after days of  clashes 
between Palestinian pro-
testers and Israeli police 
at the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound. Heavy-handed 
police tactics at the com-
pound, built on a site holy 
to Muslims and Jews, and 

the threatened eviction 
of  dozens of  Palestinians 
by Jewish settlers had 
inflamed tensions.

The competing claims 
to Jerusalem lie at the 
heart of  the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and 
have repeatedly triggered 
bouts of  violence in the 
past.

Hamas and other 
militant groups fired 
over 4,000 rockets into 

Israel throughout the 
fighting, launching the 
projectiles from civilian 
areas at Israeli cities. 
Dozens of  projectiles flew 
as far north as Tel Aviv, 
the country’s bustling 
commercial and cultural 
capital.

Israel, meanwhile, 
carried out hundreds 
of  airstrikes targeting 
what it said was Hamas’ 
military infrastructure, 
including a vast tunnel 
network.

At least 230 Palestinians 
were killed, including 
65 children and 39 
women, with 1,710 people 
wounded, according to 
the Gaza Health Ministry, 
which does not break 
the numbers down into 
fighters and civilians. 
Twelve people in Israel, 
including a 5-year-old boy 

and 16-year-old girl, were 
killed.

The United States, 
Israel’s closest and most 
important ally, initially 
backed what it said was 
Israel’s right to self-de-
fense against indiscrimi-
nate rocket fire. But as the 
fighting dragged on and 
the death toll mounted, 
the Americans increas-
ingly pressured Israel to 
stop the offensive.

In a rare public rift, 
Netanyahu on Wednesday 
briefly rebuffed a public 
call from President Joe 
Biden to wind things 
down, appearing deter-
mined to inflict maximum 
damage on Hamas in a 
war that could help save 
his political career.

But late Thursday, 
Netanyahu’s office 
announced the cease-
fire agreement. Hamas 
quickly followed suit. 
Militants continued to 
launch sporadic rocket at 
Israel early Friday, before 
the 2 a.m. ceasefire took 
effect.

In Washington, Biden 
hailed the cease-fire. “I 
believe we have a genuine 
opportunity to make 
progress, and I’m commit-
ted to working for it,” he 
said.

Biden said the U.S. was 
committed to helping 
Israel replenish its supply 
of  interceptor missiles 
for its Iron Dome rock-
et-defense system and to 
working with the inter-
nationally recognized 
Palestinian Authority — 
not Hamas — to provide 

humanitarian aid to Gaza.
Netanyahu quickly 

came under heavy criti-
cism from members of  his 
hawkish, nationalist base. 
Gideon Saar, a former 
ally who now leads a 
small party opposed 
to the prime minister, 
called the cease-fire 
“embarrassing.”

In a potentially dam-
aging development for 
the Israeli leader, the 
Palestinian militants 
claimed Netanyahu had 
agreed to halt further 
Israeli actions at the Al 
Aqsa Mosque and to call 
off the planned evictions 
of  Palestinians in the 
nearby Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood.

An Egyptian official 
said only that tensions 
in Jerusalem “will be 
addressed.” He spoke on 
condition of  anonymity 
because he was discuss-
ing behind-the-scenes 
negotiations and provided 
no details.

Itamar Ben Gvir, head 
of  the far-right Jewish 
Power party, tweeted 
that the cease-fire was 
“a grave surrender to 
terrorism and the dictates 
of  Hamas.”

The cease-fire comes 
at a sensitive time for 
Netanyahu. In the wake 
of  an inconclusive elec-
tion in March, Netanyahu 
failed to form a majority 
coalition in parliament. 
His opponents now have 
until June 2 to form an 
alternative government of  
their own.

ISRAEL
FROM PAGE 1A

“The Fiesta Food Mart 
has been a staple in our 
community for a long 
time,” said new DeSoto 
County Commissioner 
Ashley Coone, who has 
also represented the 
community for years 
through nonprofits and 
other activities.

“He used to let people 
buy things even when 
they were short on 
funds,” she said. “He 
gave free stuff away to 
the kids and officers.

“Every encounter 

I had with him was a 
positive one. He will 
truly be missed.”

To honor Ahmed, a 
candlelight vigil has 
been planned for 8 p.m. 
May 28 at the Fiesta Food 
Mart.

If  you have any 
information about the 
shooting, anonymous 
tips can be given by 
calling the Arcadia 
Police Department at 
863-494-2222 or online at 
bit.ly/3oxIqo3.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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FACEBOOK PHOTO

Saleh Ahmed was shot 
and killed at Arcadia 
Fiesta Food Mart last 
Friday.

AP PHOTO/HEIDI LEVINE

Lia Tal, 40, rushes with her children and partner to take shelter as a siren 
sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from the Gaza Strip on Thursday In 
Ashdod, Israel.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

An aviation mechanics facility the 
size of  a Walmart Supercenter could 
become a tenant at the Punta Gorda 
Airport.

The Punta Gorda Airport is also ini-
tiating a deal for the airport’s first gas 
station, convenience and chain fast 
food restaurant to build at the corner 
of  Viking Avenue and Piper Road.

Both business opportunities would 
earn money for the airport.

For the airplane mechanic 

facility, Charlotte County’s Economic 
Development Office has been commu-
nicating with a Fort Myers company 
called BlackBird Aviation Group 
about the possibility for several 
weeks.

Commissioners at the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority, however, 
just learned about this project, and 
they had one big question.

Who are these guys?
“This is a great thing for the 

airport,” said Commissioner Robert 
Hancik. “My concern is I don’t know 
who these people are, where the 
money’s coming from.”

“I agree with you,” said Airport 
Chief  Executive Officer James Parish.

“We’re talking a big chunk of  the 
airport land,” said Hancik.

The site in question is about 66 

acres on the northeast end of  the 
airport. Parish estimated the compa-
ny’s cost to build the facility could be 
$100 million.

The rent would be $500,000 a year, 
Parish said, and the company would 
be obligated to start construction 
within a certain amount of  time, or 

Aviation business eyes 66 acres at airport
Service station 

deal also moving 
forward at PGD

An aviation mechanics facility could 
go on 66 acres on the left side of 
this aerial view of Punta Gorda 
Airport, and the base of the triangle 
made by the two main runways. 
Blackbird Aviation Group has 
expressed interest and the airport is 
in negotiations.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

SEE AIRPORT, 4C
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Officer James Parrish agreed.
“I honestly want to get this 

off the table,” he said. “We have 
a lot of  positive things going on 
at the airport. A lawsuit sucks 
the air out of  that.”

A publicist working with 
Vasey contacted The Daily Sun 
in April, saying Vasey would 
attend that meeting to close on 
a positive note. But the author-
ity cancelled its April meeting. 
Vasey did not attend this latest 
meeting.

Commissioner Kathleen 
Coppola was reluctant to pay 
off Vasey as well.

“I’m not happy with this at 
all,” she said. “It worries me a 
lot that somebody would do this 
to us.”

Authority attorney Darol 
Carr said Vasey demanded 
a non-disparagement clause 
applying to the board members 
and Carr, but that was reduced 
to just Parish.

Vasey is considered a key 
player in a 2020 plan to over-
throw the airport authority and 
replace the members’ authority 
with the Punta Gorda City 
Council. The goal was to find a 
governmental body that would 
agree to privatize the airport.

Vasey was the consultant 
who was both promoting 
and negotiating a deal with 
unknown investors for a 
public-private partnership to 
run the airport. It would have 
involved a 30-year lease worth 
up to $1 billion in investments 
in the airport and the county. 
Some even imagined the county 
would get money to invest 

to reinvigorate the stalled 
Sunseeker resort in Charlotte 
Harbor.

The authority members voted 
against the plan last year, say-
ing the few such partnerships 
in the nation had not worked 
well or were with airports with 
failing finances. The Punta 
Gorda Airport, with its one 
commercial airline — Allegiant 
— is considered one of  the most 
successful albeit small airports 
in the country.

When county commissioners 
expressed outrage at both pri-
vatization and board displace-
ment, the city council withdrew 
its proposal before presenting it 
to the state legislature.

At issue has been who was 
the instigator with key advo-
cates being Vasey, state Rep. 
Michael Grant and members 
of  the city council. Vasey has 

not spoken with the public, 
and Grant denies involvement. 
Legal action by Vasey would 
have created an opportunity to 
get these answers, Carr has told 
the board.

Hancik took a long pause 
before voting.

“To make your life easier,” he 
said, “I’ll go ahead and approve 
it. I think this subject will come 
up again.”

The authority earlier accused 
their new board member, 
Grant’s daughter Vanessa 
Oliver, of  failing to inform the 
board of  various dealings by 
her father.

At this latest board meeting, 
no board member would second 
her motion to open up bidding 
to other companies for the 
authority’s annual fiscal audit. 
Oliver said in the interest of  
openness and professionalism, 

the job should not be given to 
the same company every year, 
even if  board members and 
staff really liked the company.

A new auditor should be 
selected every five years, she 
said.

Three board members, 
however, insisted they liked 
their current auditor, Tuscan & 
Co., too much to switch.

“I’m not going to go along,” 
said Coppola. “He’s giving us 
phenomenally good advice, and 
I trust him.”

Parish noted that another 
request for proposal procedure 
would take 200 hours of  staff 
time.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Southwest Florida International had a month like no other, and like Joe DiMaggio's 56-game baseball hitting 
streak, a record that likely will never, ever be matched. 

April, with its 1.1 million travelers, brought an unheard of 2,000% surge from over a year ago, when a paltry 
53,000 passed through the gates early in the pandemic, according to a subscriber exclusive story by Laura Layden. 

And while that's largely domestic, more will begin arriving from overseas as rising  numbers are vaccinated and 
restrictions are reduced. Look for arrivals first from places such as the United Kingdom, Canada and eventually 
Germany, where Lufthansa Group bookings began Wednesday its new 2022 Eurowings Discover flights to Fort 
Myers. 

Even without the numerous Europeans who normally come, RSW still ranks No. 1 in the nation in passenger 
recovery ahead of No. 2 Phoenix, based on counts from January through April and comparing 2021 to 2019, the 
airport's Victoria Moreland said. 

"We've recovered 77% of our traffic, compared to 2019, which was our banner year, best year ever," Moreland 
said.  

  
Minnesota migration 

Where are many of these folks coming from? 

The Northeast, the Midwest and in particular, Minnesota, which is increasingly standing out. 

Five different airlines come here from Minneapolis, topping everywhere else, although it's the 16th largest metro 
area in the nation. It also provided more fliers to the region in 2020 than any other spot except Chicago, the busy 
hub for the nation and the world. 

And as In the Know has reported, Minnesotans are involved in a lot of growth and development in Southwest 
Florida. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/money/2021/05/21/southwest-florida-international-airport-rsw-sees-stunning-recovery-pandemic/5166728001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/money/2021/05/21/southwest-florida-international-airport-rsw-sees-stunning-recovery-pandemic/5166728001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/10/where-southwest-florida-newest-residents-moving-northeast-midwest-minnesota-clues-census-airport/4975488001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/10/where-southwest-florida-newest-residents-moving-northeast-midwest-minnesota-clues-census-airport/4975488001/


 

 
More growth and development news 

» Southwest Florida is a focus of expanding carriers that not only substantially have increased local direct flights 
to Lee County, but one is adding Punta Gorda Airport as a destination as well. 

» While industries, such as the airlines, recover from the impact of the coronavirus crisis, others, including in 
Southwest Florida, grew and expanded their business efforts in the fight against COVID-19, writer David Dorsey 
reported. 

Want to help local small businesses get back on their feet and start building up again? Here's one way. 

Share with your fr iends  

Forward this newsletter to your friends, family and colleagues who you think would want to know what's coming 
and going in Collier and Lee counties. Invite them to sign up to receive the Breaking Ground newsletter 
at https://nplsne.ws/bgnewsletter, and they will get this weekly email that will keep them in the know on all 
things regarding growth and development. 

Do you have questions or comments about this newsletter? Share your 
thoughts at breakingground@naplesnews.com.  

Thank you for supporting journalism about your local community. Please consider subscribing with us.  

This newsletter was created and edited by the staff of the Naples Daily News and The News-Press. You may not, 
without our prior written permission, copy this content for use on any of your personal or commercial 
platforms, including blogs, websites and newsletters. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/money/real-estate/breaking-ground/2021/05/25/new-flights-international-travel-set-spur-swfl-growth-even-more-
breaking-ground/7429578002/  

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/30/know-another-airline-joins-sun-country-adding-flights-southwest-florida-fort-myers-naples-sarasota/4893043001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/30/know-another-airline-joins-sun-country-adding-flights-southwest-florida-fort-myers-naples-sarasota/4893043001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/27/in-the-know-punta-gorda-airport-sun-county-airlines-flights-southwest-florida/4853745001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/27/in-the-know-punta-gorda-airport-sun-county-airlines-flights-southwest-florida/4853745001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/2021/04/14/cape-coral-company-creates-covid-19-killing-ultra-violet-light-fixture-filter/7144221002/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/2021/04/14/cape-coral-company-creates-covid-19-killing-ultra-violet-light-fixture-filter/7144221002/
https://supportlocal.usatoday.com/?utm_source=bnm&utm_medium=editorial&utm_campaign=supportlocal&utm_content=quicklinks&utm_term=naples
https://supportlocal.usatoday.com/?utm_source=bnm&utm_medium=editorial&utm_campaign=supportlocal&utm_content=quicklinks&utm_term=naples
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A nonstop route between Baltimore and Punta Gorda begins Thursday. 

Flights between Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) in Maryland 
and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) will run twice weekly. 

Introductory one-way fares on the new route are as low as $59 for travel before July 29. Go to 
Allegiant.com to see travel dates, times and fares. 

“This flight opens up opportunities for our residents to explore all beauty and history that 
Baltimore, Annapolis, and Washington D.C. have to offer,” said Charlotte County Airport Authority 
Commissioner Vanessa Oliver. “We are also excited to welcome these inaugural visitors to sunny 
Southwest Florida, and thousands more visitors that will follow.” 

Allegiant offers a unique option to Punta Gorda-area travelers with low base airfare and savings on 
rental cars and hotels. Travelers can book their entire vacation with Allegiant for less. 

https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/27/allegiant-airlines-offering-non-stop-flights-to-baltimore/ 
 

https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/27/allegiant-airlines-offering-non-stop-flights-to-baltimore/
https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/27/allegiant-airlines-offering-non-stop-flights-to-baltimore/


 

 
 

 
 
FORT MYERS — Steven Hennigan has been named COO and deputy executive director of aviation for the Lee 
County Port Authority. 

In this role, Hennigan, with more than 20 years of aviation and leadership experience, will lead the aviation 
division of more than 300 employees at Southwest Florida International Airport and Page Field in Fort Myers. 
Hennigan, according to a statement, will be responsible for the fiscal, administrative and operational oversight of 
the Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Department, Airport Police Department, aviation security and technology, 
contract management, maintenance, operations and safety, as well as Base Operations at Page Field. 

Most recently Hennigan was chief of operations for the Houston Airport System, where he managed operations 
at George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) and William P. Hobby Airport (HOU), along with oversight of 
operational processes and procedures for both airports. Before that, Hennigan was the assistant general manager 
of operations at IAH for six years, where he worked on the planning and development of a $1.2 billion terminal 
redevelopment project. Prior to HAS, Hennigan, the release states, spent seven years at Denver International 
Airport (DEN) working as the aviation operations manager and other roles in airfield operations and the airport 
communications center. 

The Lee County Port Authority operates Southwest Florida International Airport and Page Field in Fort Myers. 
No ad valorem (property) taxes are used for the operation or improvement of either airport. 

Hennigan replaces longtime Lee County airport official Gary Duncan, who was most recently the deputy 
executive director of aviation for the authority. Duncan recently joined the operations team of a Punta Gorda 
Airport in Charlotte County. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-lands-new-coo-to-fill-executive-position 

 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-woos-away-official-from-neighboring-county
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-woos-away-official-from-neighboring-county
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-lands-new-coo-to-fill-executive-position
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-lands-new-coo-to-fill-executive-position


 
  
 

 
 

  

A 53-year-old Punta Gorda man was arrested by the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office on Monday 
after he allegedly beat a woman with a wooden pole over the weekend. 

Jan Eric Knelson has since bonded out of jail but faces a charge of aggravated battery, records 
show. 

An arrest report for Knelson states that he battered a woman with a pole injuring her left eye, left 
shoulder, back and arms. 

The incident happened after a neighbor of Knelson’s spent a day with him on his boat. The two live 
in the Gulf View R.V. Resort in the 10000 block of Burnt Store Road. 

“I wouldn’t think that my safety would’ve been at risk I never would have left the land,” the woman 
told WINK News. 

The woman asked WINK News not to identify her. 

She can’t yet come to grips with telling her family what happened. 

“I’m thinking of my mother the whole time. Like I don’t want her to bury me,” she said. 

The woman told authorities that she got out of the boat in an area that had shallow water but told 
Knelson that she was afraid of the water and doesn’t know how to swim. 

That prompted Knelson to sail away which caused the woman to panic and cry. 

When Knelson allowed the woman back on the boat she confronted him at which point Knelson 
grabbed the woman and began to strike her with the pole. 



“So I got back on the boat and I’m shaking a little bit like you know why did you do that and blah 
blah and he sees I’m panicking and of course this is towards the end of the day, he’s probably had 
a good 12, 15 beers,” she said. “He proceeds to whack the living (expletive) out of me, starting 
with my head.” 

She was struck about 20 times, the report said. 

Knelson also threatened to throw her in the water so she could be eaten by alligators or sharks 
since she was bleeding. 

“He goes if you don’t shut up, he goes I won’t hesitate to take this pole and beat your (expletive) 
OK and put you overboard so the sharks and alligators can have their way with you and no one will 
find you, I have no problem doing that. I will kill you,” she said. 

When they arrived back on the dock, the woman fled. 

She went to the hospital after she began feeling sick. That’s when law enforcement was contacted. 

Authorities arrested Knelson at the Punta Gorda Airport, where his employer Flight Fast Track, is 
located. 

Knelson declined to speak to authorities and asked for an attorney, the arrest report states. 

Knelson is back in her neighborhood and now, the woman is afraid to see him again. 

She said she hopes she doesn’t run into him again. 

 https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/28/ccso-man-beats-woman-with-wooden-pole/  

https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/28/ccso-man-beats-woman-with-wooden-pole/
https://www.winknews.com/2021/05/28/ccso-man-beats-woman-with-wooden-pole/
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COMMENTARY

This weekend we remember 
and honor the memory of  those 
who have made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce for our country, 
protecting and defending us at 
the heart of  their mission. We 
truly recognize them as heroes.

Last week I shared about the 
community impact volunteers 
serving our mission. This week 
I’d like to tell you about some 
of  our unsung heroes — the 
board members who serve 
at the many nonprofi ts in 
Charlotte County. While these 
board members do not come 
close to the “hero” status of  
those that serve out country, 
the responsibility they have 
to our community is often 
not recognized. They take 
mobilizing to a whole new level, 
oftentimes serving on several 
boards and year over year.

Who doesn’t love having 20 
bosses? Better yet, how about 20 
mentors? Like so many things, 
it comes down to how you look 
at it. If  your intention is to 
always get better and brighter, 
working for a nonprofi t board 
with 20 mentors is the place for 
you.

The passion and commitment 
to this community is quite 
amazing. Each May, UWCC 
transitions our board, thanking 
outgoing board members and 
welcoming new ones. Over 
seven years of  working at 
UWCC, I have had the pleasure 
of  working with some pretty 
incredible folks. Last week, 
we hosted our fi rst in-person 
meeting since February 2020 
so that we could thank our 
outgoing board members.

Patrice Weston, of  Patrice 
Weston State Farm Insurance, 
has served on our board since 
2015. In 2014, we completed 
the Leadership Charlotte class 
together and I knew she would 

be a valuable board member. I 
credit her as one of  the leaders 
who helped bring Women 
United to Charlotte County. 
I will always admire her 
impeccable standards, striving 
for excellence and drive to 
ensure those hurting the most 
are addressed. I could always 
count on Patrice to give me an 
honest answer and inspire me 
to go beyond what I thought I 
could accomplish.

Roger Eaton, Charlotte 
County Clerk of  the Court, has 
also been on our board since 
2015. Many can attest he and 
his team are raising awareness 
about various nonprofi ts. Often 
it will be the Centers for Abuse 
and Rape Emergencies and as 
sponsor of  “Roger’s Rescue” 
and “Eaton’s Eats” supporting 
the Animal Welfare League. 
We are grateful to Clerk Eaton 
for setting up an employee 
campaign at the clerk’s offi  ce, 
a traditional method for 
businesses to support their 
community through the UWCC 
mission, providing their 
employees with an opportunity 
to give back. His commitment 

to the employee campaign and 
to UWCC over the years is 
much appreciated.

Like clockwork, as we thank 
those who have served we also 
welcome a new team, in this 
case the largest group of  new 
board members in quite some 
time. As UWCC navigates the 
dynamics of  raising dollars 
in a post-pandemic world and 
negotiates impacts for citizens 
who have been hardest hit, 
the next several years will 
be pivotal in mobilizing all 
available resources in an 
eff ective and effi  cient manner. 
I am thrilled to announce our 
incoming board members 
who will be at the helm and 
guiding our mission forward: 
Tara McCoy, Bayfront Health; 
Kaley Miller, Punta Gorda 
Airport (offi  cially joining in 
August); Nick Nemec, Edward 
Jones; Julie Price, Medtronic; 
Melissa Reichert, city of  
Punta Gorda; and Kay Tracy, 
Charlotte County Economic 
Development.

Thanks to each of  you for 
stepping up as an unsung hero 
in our mission. I will never 

forget all the lessons I have 
learned working with various 
board members, too many to 
count. Each one has taught me 
something that has helped me 
be a better version of  myself. 
Nonprofi t board members don’t 
have to serve, they choose to 
serve. They attend meetings, 
share wisdom and important 
governance guidance, raise 
money and spend hours 
volunteering their time. 
The mission is greater than 
themselves and the impact will 
be felt for years. I am grateful.

For more information, please 
call the Way of  Charlotte 
County at 941-627-3539. 
Mission: Mobilizing the 
power of  our community to 
break the cycle of  poverty. 
Angie Matthiessen is the 
executive director of  United 
Way of  Charlotte County. She 
can be reached at director@
unitedwayccfl .org.

Board members guide Charlotte County’s many nonprofits

ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
United Way of  

Charlotte County

Emily
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The extremely kind Monsieur Alain Frecon dropped me a note after last week's piece regarding east Collier 
development that also looked at citizens rights and gated neighborhoods. 

Found your column in yesterday's paper particularly interesting, informative and thoroughly handled. It 
opened my eyes/mind on an issue I was not aware of. THANK YOU for a piece well done! 

By the way, would you happen to know what is going on at the northern portion of the Naples airport?  They 
have been “digging and levelling” there for quite some time but there apparently is no public info at the site. At 
least I was unable to find any. 

Thank you also for keeping us honest with the “right” knowledge/info/understanding of what’s happening 
around us!!!!! 

Aw, shucks. I'm honored by your feedback, and five exclamation points!!!!! Never had that many 
before. Merci beaucoup, dude. 
 

So let's get flying to your question, which is on the minds of other readers. That'll lead to a chat about major 
developments on the property as we get into today's unofficial start of summer reading. 

First, I checked in at APF on your inquiry. No boarding pass needed. 

"That clearing is being done for wildlife and water management purposes," said Zac Burch, communications 
manager for the Naples Airport Authority. 

So that got me a little more curious as to the thinking, especially because I've been aware of more rural Punta 
Gorda Airport and previous challenges there with critters getting in the path of manmade wings, and wondered if 
the same has been occurring locally. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/24/wont-stop-panthers-bears-can-gates-keep-public-out-70-square-miles-new-eastern-collier-development/5187953001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/24/wont-stop-panthers-bears-can-gates-keep-public-out-70-square-miles-new-eastern-collier-development/5187953001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/17/know-fitting-manhattan-newark-jersey-city-and-trenton-together-east-collier-for-more-housing-develop/5080583001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/17/know-fitting-manhattan-newark-jersey-city-and-trenton-together-east-collier-for-more-housing-develop/5080583001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/17/know-fitting-manhattan-newark-jersey-city-and-trenton-together-east-collier-for-more-housing-develop/5080583001/


 

 
Record pace for wildl ife strikes  

Wildlife strikes have been drawing greater interest from the FAA, partly stemming from the 2009 incident that 
forced pilot "Sully" Sullenberger to ditch his U.S. Airways plane in New York's Hudson River. The agency says the 
issue costs the worldwide industry $1.3 billion a year, not to mention the injuries and loss of life. 

In its studies, the FAA has confirmed 292 deaths so far from 1988 to 2019, and is finding that 97% of these 
crashes and events occur on the airstrip or during the takeoff and landing phases. It concedes that its data, 
especially older information, may be incomplete as there was less awareness of the threat and to report it. 

"Yeah, any wildlife, including birds, in the areas near the runway, can be hazards to aircraft," Burch said. 

 
 

And of course, that could be hazardous to anything outside the gates, too, as aviation traffic surges over Collier 
County. 

As you know, I love to do a little research and indeed, after diving into a federal database, found a rise in local 
instances. 

There were three alone between April 17 and May 8 tied to Naples Airport, but fortunately no damage. In the 
pandemic year of 2020, four was the entire tally. 

Partly illustrating the airport's growth over time and the increasing potential chances, none were reported in 
2005, 2006 and 2007. 

Since then, every year has featured wildlife strikes, mostly fowl but a coyote had an unfortunate rendezvous with a 
jet in 2017. The annual average for the four years from 2016 to 2019: 9.5. 

 



 

 

It was in 2019 when Marco Island resident and lifelong pilot Bill Gaston Sr., 71, died after his Piper Twin 
Comanche encountered at least one vulture. He was lining up to land his plane when it suddenly veered off course 
and crashed five miles northeast of Naples Airport, near a home in the 4900 block of Hawthorn Woods Way of 
Golden Gate, according to the National Transportation Safety Board. 

This year's six animal-plane collisions through May 8 puts the airport on pace for a record 17. 

Southwest Florida International, with all its activity of larger commercial airliners that have more safety design 
features to try to better handle a situation, had 27 through that date. Punta Gorda Airport has had three while 
none are listed for the combination of the Marco Island, Immokalee and Everglades City facilities since at least 
2019. 

 
Jet activity rockets to new heights  

Naples Airport is on pace for other records, too. 

Following my column last year on its impact on growth, development, the economy and well, roaring skies, Tom 
Lauer and his Old Naples Association colleagues also discovered some more good public records data 
for their newsletter. 

And growing up as a baseball fanatic, I love stats. Plus, they're timely with the ongoing noise study that should 
wrap up by September 2022 for what used to be known as the Naples Airdrome, having become operational in 
1943. 

 
 

The jets perhaps more than the rest are among the bigger concerns for Old Naples residents and others, and partly 
it's due to numbers like these: Jet-based aircraft at the Naples Airport has grown from 10 in 2010 to 67 in 2017. 

After 27,496 jet operations in 2017, an airport consultant said in 2018 to expect 32,000 by 2023. 

Missed it by thaaaaaaaaaat much. By 2019, it had already reached 33,756, which comes at a two-year growth rate 
of more than 20%. Based on that, it could mean more than 50,000 by 2023. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2020/01/20/in-the-know-naples-airport-440-million-driveway-of-rich-famous-toll-brothers-solar-energy/2665609001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2020/01/20/in-the-know-naples-airport-440-million-driveway-of-rich-famous-toll-brothers-solar-energy/2665609001/


 

 

Hard to say whether the mind-blowing pace would continue although the population is booming and real estate 
and construction records are being set as we speak. Certainly, that far exceeds what the consultant had been 
projected for about 18 years from now: 44,000. 

And tourism does appear to have picked up from where it left off early last year prior to the spread of the virus, 
according to County Commissioner Andy Solis, who is chairman of the Tourist Development Council. 

"Other than the Florida Keys, we're the only market that has bounced back and is really back to where we almost 
were in 2019," Solis said last week. "Our tourism industry is coming roaring back. We're actually, depending on 
what piece of information you want to look at, we're anywhere from 1% to like 5% down from the same period in 
2019, which was the record-breaking year of all time." 
 

What the future holds 

Also to think about are the overseas visitors, who, of course, temporarily took a break during the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

However, in 2019, U.S. Customs cleared 1,365 international aircraft, its highest local count, up 1,000 from less 
than a decade ago. 

 
 

As I noted in that previous column, the last FAA-approved noise study was in 1997. And a lot has happened in 
24 years. 

Millennials. Lots and lots of millennials. 

And that's why Lauer and others conclude those folks, who with Gen-Xers are double the size of the Baby 
Boomers, will help drive the jet traffic even more in the future. 



 

 
 

They refer to them as "itinerant jet" fliers. This group includes younger people with deep pockets who traditionally 
don't necessarily want to own stuff. They want to do stuff. 

A few have a lot more disposable income these days than their grandparents who built many family fortunes 
and paid taxes at a much higher rate to help grow a stronger and prosperous nation. 

"Itinerant jet traffic traveling from place to place plays a significant role in setting record gas consumption and 
growing noise impact over our Naples community we all love," the Old Naples newsletter concluded. "A group of 
X’ers and millennials over twice the size of the Boomer (population) prefer buying service (itinerant) rather than 
product (jet ownership). This trend assures a higher volume of jet traffic over our community as the years pass." 

 
 

Even in a down year for usage, 2020 saw the airport receive 363 noise complaints or about one a day on average as 
compared to 116 in 2019 and 92 in 2018, according to documents shared in a pair of public gatherings last week. 

And the jets anticipated for use there are expected to get bigger. Currently, 54% of the jets are categorized as mid-
size or larger at Naples Airport, with the projection at 62% by 2026, those records show. 

The public can follow the noise study process by going to flynaples.com/noisestudy. 

 

 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/superyacht-art-conservation-course-1455877
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/superyacht-art-conservation-course-1455877
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chasewithorn/2017/09/19/the-first-forbes-list-see-who-the-richest-americans-were-in-1918/?sh=3096f774c0d2
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chasewithorn/2017/09/19/the-first-forbes-list-see-who-the-richest-americans-were-in-1918/?sh=3096f774c0d2
https://ideas.time.com/2012/09/18/the-rich-havent-always-hated-taxes/
https://ideas.time.com/2012/09/18/the-rich-havent-always-hated-taxes/
https://flynaples.com/noisestudy/
https://flynaples.com/noisestudy/


 

$7.6 million terminal construction 

All those jet travelers will eventually be arriving to a spiffy new terminal. 

A $7.6 million revamp at 500 Terminal Drive is scheduled to begin today, according to the airport's Burch. 

 

"We are remodeling the General Aviation Terminal to modernize the passenger areas as well as improve the staff 
areas both upstairs and down," Burch said. "While the terminal is being remodeled, most staff and all airport 
operations will be relocated to the previous commercial terminal on North Road, with some administrative staff 
moving to the airport office building." 

Among the renovations: an enhanced lobby, expanded passenger lounge, a marketplace for food and drink, 
roadway improvements, additional exterior canopies and upgraded office space 

“By modernizing our facility, we are able to provide additional services and amenities that our customers are 
accustomed to,” said Christopher Rozansky, executive director of the Naples Airport Authority. “We are also 
excited to bring a coastal modern vision to life with elements of the Naples Pier and wave-like canopies, features 
that quickly remind you why people are attracted to Southwest Florida in the first place.” 
 

The terminal improvements were designed by SchenkelShultz Architecture and are to be conducted by Owen-
Ames-Kimball Co. The project is funded by airport revenues, without the use of local tax dollars, authority officials 
said. 

The goal is for completion by Thanksgiving. 

New high-end retai ler coming to Fifth 

Another high-end clothing retailer has plans to debut on Fifth Avenue South in Naples later this year near the 
entrance of the Inn on Fifth Club Level Suites. 

Lovers of lower-case lettering, vineyard vines intends to set up a 2,200-square-foot shop at 694 Fifth Ave. 
S. before the winter tourism season. 

 



 

“When we founded vineyard vines in 1998 on Martha’s Vineyard, we didn’t imagine that one day we would be 
opening stores across the country,” CEO Shep Murray said of the company known for its smiling pink whale logo. 

Other Southwest Florida locations, with the last one being an outlet: Waterside Shops in Naples, The Mall at 
University Town Center in Sarasota and Miromar Outlets in Estero. 

More than 220 merchants call the Fifth Avenue South district home. 

 

Boost for rebounding, growing stores  

Businesses should be getting a boost as they rebound from the coronavirus crisis and grow. 

As hurricane season launches Tuesday, the 2021 Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday began this weekend 
and continues through June 6. 

Qualifying supplies that can be purchased without sales tax include batteries, radios, tarps, flashlights priced at 
$40 or less and portable generators priced at $1,000 or less, according to the Collier County Clerk's Office. 

To view the full list of qualifying sales tax-exempt disaster preparedness items, 
visit floridarevenue.com/disasterprep. 

Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fernandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes In the Know as 
part of the USA TODAY NETWORK. Please take the time on this Memorial Day to honor and remember veterans 
who sacrificed for our nation. Support Democracy and subscribe to a newspaper. 

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-
wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-
Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-
NLETTER65  

https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/2021DPposter.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/2021DPposter.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/FAQexternalConsumers.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/DisasterPrep/Documents/FAQexternalConsumers.pdf
https://offers.usatodaynetwork.com/network-regional-florida
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-NLETTER65
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-NLETTER65
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-NLETTER65
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-NLETTER65
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/05/31/new-naples-airport-terminal-traffic-surges-dangerous-wildlife-plane-collisions-faa-study-data/7455343002/?utm_source=naplesnews-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline&utm_content=1264NN-E-NLETTER65
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