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Stop the foolishness
at airport
Editor:
It appears the Punta Gorda airport has become an attractive target for possession and operation.
Different parties, different ideas, different results.
Yet it appears that we forget that this very attractive, economic generator is presently quite fortunate to have a very good
airline, Allegiant, providing great air service to multiple cities throughout the U.S.
In addition, Allegiant airline has seen fit to invest substantial money in the establishment of a major recreational and hotel
complex in Port Charlotte.
Suddenly, there are those that feel the airport management style should be changed.
This makes no sense at all.
Just suppose your only carrier, Allegiant, decides to stop serving PG Airport feeling the shenanigans by different parties in
trying to choose a different management style is in nice terms destroying the management style of the Airport carrier and
leaves.Also leaving an unfinished complex in Port Charlotte.
The chances of finding another airline and developer to finish the complex are at best nil, since there is no major carrier
serving the PG airport and thus a major source for attracting visitors has left, this diminishing the opportunities for visitors to
use the complex.
Let us stay the course, in that we have an airline, we have great potential for future growth, and we have a very attractive
river (bayside) investment that this community wishes to continue to grow.
Let us stop the foolishness regarding the operation of the airport and continue our path to success.
Jay D. Aldridge
Port Charlotte

https://www.yoursun.com/letter-stop-the-foolishness-at-airport/article_2eaf530c-765a-11eb-956c-9f61c24cf2d7.html
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Allegiant ranks last in arrival delays
Airline cites 2020
cancellation policy
for punctuality
stats
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED

Passengers board an Allegiant Air flight at Punta Gorda Airport
in July 2020.

There’s a reason that
Allegiant Air took last place
in a 2020 ranking of U.S.
airline punctuality, and it’s not
because they were always late,
an airline spokesman said late
Wednesday.
The ultra low-cost carrier,

which is the only airline at
Punta Gorda Airport, ﬁrst
joined the federal government’s
consumer services ranking of
commercial airlines in 2019. In
their second year, they ranked
10th in arrival delays out of the
10 remaining major domestic
airlines, according to an annual
report released in February
by the U.S. Department of
Transportation.
In this year’s assessment,
DOT acknowledged the extraordinary circumstances that
airlines faced in 2020 as they
struggled to survive during a
pandemic.
The most punctual airline

with an on-time arrival rate of
87.5% was Hawaiian Airlines
Network, an award it has
received for the last 17 years.
Delta Airlines was next with
87.2%.
Allegiant came in last at
71.3% on-time arrival with the
next worst being Jet Blue at
82.1%. In 2019, before the pandemic, Allegiant ranked fourth
overall out of nine airlines and
ﬁfth in punctuality according
to the federal Air Travel
Consumer Report for 2019.
DOT also rates airports
for on-time departures and
SEE ALLEGIANT, 4C

BoogieMen’s leader relives COVID-19 battle
Riley recalls
fatigue, losing
sense of taste
By OLIVIA CAMERON
STAFF WRITER

The BoogieMen’s very own
Mike Riley felt himself go stircrazy during weeks of isolation
after contracting COVID-19.
Last November, the leader of
the well-known, local 10-piece
“rock and soul” band was
walking regularly with a group
of friends just before a few of
them tested positive.
“We had done all that we
were supposed to do, avoided
crowds and everything,” said
Riley, who works for Charlotte
County Public Schools as a
spokesperson.
After receiving negative tests
for two weeks, Riley was not
sure if he would contract the
fast-spreading virus.
Until he tested positive.
When he found out, he
recalled informing his coworkers and band members
that he would be quarantining.
The BoogieMen even put
jam sessions on hold. Gig after
gig was canceled, and Riley
couldn’t bear the sight.

Then, his symptoms crept in.
“I remember being tired,
lethargic,” he said. “One of the
things that led me to believe I
had it was when I hardly could
taste. Even my favorite bowl of
soup would be bland.”
Riley recalled hardly
experiencing severe symptoms.
What worried him, however,
was that his wife, Juli, also
tested positive. Juli is currently
undergoing cancer treatment.
“There were several days
when she was overwhelmed and
out of sorts, but it could’ve been
COVID or the chemotherapy,”
he said.
Contracting the virus made
it hard for them to stay awake,
think clearly and taste their
own cooking. The couple
quarantined for several weeks.
SEE COVID, 4C

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MIKE RILEY

Mike and his wife, Juli, are fortunate to have experienced less severe COVID-19 symptoms.

New Hampton Inn is thriving, prepping for official ribbon cutting
North Port
hotel stays busy
since opening in
December
By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

NORTH PORT — When you
have Major League Baseball
training in your town every
spring, it’s a good idea to have a
big-league accommodation for
fans.
The Hampton Inn & Suites
by Hilton in North Port opened
SUN PHOTO BY SUE ERWIN
Dec. 17, 2020, and so far it has
attracted plenty of business.
Some of the Hampton Inn staff, pictured from left, are Dan
Sawn, Norka Miranda, Rebecca Perez, Jesari Montero, Daymara On any given day, weekday or
Machin and Carlos Pinto. Most of the crew has been working at weekend, the place is bustling
with guests, its parking lot
the hotel since before it opened in December.

popping with out-of-state
license plates.
“The hotel’s occupancy has
been consistent since opening,”
said Dan Harrison, general
manager at the Hampton Inn &
Suites. “We are fortunate and
proud to be a resource to the
community and have found that
we were a much needed service
in North Port and Southern
Sarasota County.”
Located just off U.S. 41 near
Lowe’s, the hotel has 100 guest
rooms, two meeting rooms and
a large event room, among
other amenities.
“Our team has been providing such great service, it has
placed our hotel in the top 5%
of the Hampton Inn brand
nationally,” Harrison said.
“We have a lobby bar, a heated
outdoor pool, and 24-hour

DIAMOND SPONSOR

Southwest Florida

Odette Embury

ﬁtness center.
“Guests can host events in
our sunlit meeting room or on
the patio. Hot breakfast and
WiFi are on us.”
As the hotel’s occupancy
continues to grow, so does the
need for quality employees.
“We were very lucky to ﬁnd
local talent to join our team
and we are so proud of the
hard work our 25 employees
put in each and every day to
help make our hotel a success,”
Harrison said. “We are still
looking to grow our team in the
housekeeping department and
we’re currently offering walk-in
interviews Monday through
Friday.”
With Warm Mineral Springs
being just 10 minutes away and
SEE INN, 4C
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said Sonya Padgett of Allegiant
Media Relations in Las Vegas.
DOT considers cancellations
FROM PAGE 1C
a delay if it was within seven
arrivals. Punta Gorda, during
days of the actual ﬂight, accordone of the worst months for
ing to the federal report.
airlines — April 2020 — had an
During the pandemic,
on-time rate for departures at
Allegiant waited longer than
only 26.7% and 22.7% for arrivother airlines to cancel their
als. There were 453 ﬂights that
ﬂights, Padgett suggested.
month. Other small airports in
“When pandemic restrictions
Florida where Allegiant ﬂies
began to impact commercial air
had even lower rates. Sanford
travel,” she said in an email,
had only 4.5% on time arrivals
“many airlines simply canceled
in April with 643 ﬂights. St.
large blocks of ﬂights.”
Petersburg had only 13.7% on
That was not considered a
time arrivals with 498 ﬂights in delay, but a schedule change.
April 2020.
Allegiant, in contrast, waited
That same month, Allegiant
into the seven-day window.
had to cancel 84.7% of its ﬂights
“Instead of canceling ﬂights
— far more than other airlines. far in advance, we waited until
It was Allegiant’s cancellathe last possible moment, in an
tion policy during the pandemic effort to serve our customers
that contributed to the airline’s and make sure that they had
low ranking on punctuality,
air travel options when they

ALLEGIANT

N/E/P/C
DOT’s punctuality deﬁnition
is any arrival delay more than
15 minutes. DOT also reports
on long delays on the tarmac,
but did not give details on individual airlines. It said delays
of more than three hours were
down dramatically — 55 in 2020
compared to 305 in 2019 among
all airlines.
The pandemic appears to
have caused an improvement in
other measures, which include
industry-wide reports of a decrease in baggage complaints,
reduced oversales or bumping,
reduced reports of injury to
traveling animals and reduced
complaints about treatment of
disabled passengers.
Of 528 disability complaints
from all airlines in 2020, 107
were from people who said they
had a disability that excused
them from wearing a mask.

needed them,” she said.
Punta Gorda passengers are
not complaining about delays
with Allegiant, said airport
spokesperson Kaley Miller.
“Allegiant is a great airline
partner at PGD. I consistently
get positive feedback from
passengers about Allegiant’s
timeliness and excellent
service,” she said.
So due to Allegiant’s policy,
it also took last place in percent
of ﬂights canceled in 2020.
Spirit Airlines had the least
at 2.2% and Allegiant had the
most at 14.5%.
The large numbers of
canceled ﬂights by all airlines
in the ﬁrst half of the year
caused complaints about airline
service to soar 568% in 2020,
DOT reported. Most, or 87%
of complaints were about not
getting a refund.

The coronavirus pandemic
had caused such disruption
in airline operations by April
last year that the DOT issued
a special dispensation and
explanation to the public for
causes of ﬂight delays and
cancellations.
“Recently, Airlines for
American (A4A), an airline
trade association for passenger
and cargo airlines, asked the
Department to suspend cancellation and delay reporting
requirements for airlines’
March 2019 operations because
of signiﬁcant changes in airline
schedules and operations due
to the Coronavirus Disease
(COVID-19) public health emergency,” the DOT announcement
read in April.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Free hot breakfast and WiFi are services offered by the hotel.

INN
FROM PAGE 1C
the Atlanta Braves spring
training at CoolToday
Park less than 15 minutes
away, the hotel will
provide much needed
guestrooms.
As the city’s population
surpasses 80,000 and with
record building permits
continuing to break

ground all around the
city, it’s likely the project
will spark hospitality
development over the
next decade along North
Port business corridors,
officials said.
The Hampton Inn &
Suites is at 5664 Tuscola
Blvd., North Port.
Room rates are between
$120-$250 per night. For
more information, call
941-426-4770.

The North Port
and Charlotte County
chambers of commerce
are planning an official
ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the hotel is planned
for 5:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Everyone is invited to
come check it out.
Email: sue.erwin@
yoursun.com

Riley recalled going stir-crazy while
cooped up in the house.
But even as their symptoms faded,
the lasting effects have been hard to
bear.
“For months, we’d talk to our
granddaughter from the edge of the
street while she would stand in her
doorway, and Juli would just cry, ‘I
want to see her.’”
However, Riley felt somewhat
lucky.
“I feel fortunate. I know other
people who are on respirators. It was
a blessing we didn’t get sicker than
we did.”
His friends up north, some life-long
athletes, struggled with symptoms of
the virus, to his surprise.
Months after his recovery, Riley
says his taste still comes and goes.
Riley has since received his ﬁrst dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine.
And, after eight months out of
commission, the band devised a way
to bring the boogie back to local
restaurants again.
As the school district spokesperson,
Riley has seen the dedication staff
members have maintained to keep
students safe.
“Custodians in schools work their
tails off sanitizing,” he said. “With
the parents and staff members’ help,
kids have done everything they’re

SUN FILE PHOTO

Mike Riley, founder of longtime local
band The BoogieMen, rocks out at
Laishley Park on the Peace River and
Charlotte Harbor Bay in 2020 — just
before the pandemic.
supposed to.”
Even so, Riley is a strong mask
advocate and stated he wouldn’t be
caught without one.
“Restrictions on life are hard, but
everyone needs to be considerate of
one another,” he said.
Riley does not agree with
comments that downplay the severity
of the virus, either.
“My take is, if someone you loved
with all your heart died from this
virus, you’d believe it’s a real issue.”

Homes from the $80’s
*Pre-Opening Special
$149 per month

Can you sell this space?

Florida’s Newest 55+ Active
Manufactured Home Community
We're looking for just the right person to sell our impressive array of
print and digital advertising solutions. Mandatory requirements are the
gift of gab, power of persuasion, and ability to have fun while making a
difference for local businesses. This is a full time job with a salary and
great benefits. Prior experience in media or outside sales is a definite
plus, but enthusiasm and a desire to succeed goes a long way.

12116 King’s Hwy, Lake Suzy
Model Center Open 9-5 Daily

Sun Newspapers is an Equal Opportunity Employer

adno=3788102-1

If you think you fit the bill, email your
resume to lissa.craigford@yoursun.com

adno=3787846-1

ThePreserveFlorida.com
844-935-0264
*not available on $89,990 home

When you see these friendly pups with their handlers in purple polo shirts, don't hesitate to come say
hello. Keep in mind that the dogs will be in the secure departures area with passengers that have
cleared security for most of their visit.
A therapy dog is a dog trained to provide affection and comfort to people in a variety of locations and
situations from hospitals, nursing homes, schools, hospices, disaster areas, children advocacy centers
and airports like PGD.
Currently, over 20 airports across the United States have therapy dog programs. #AirportTherapyDogs
www.flypgd.com/dogs/
https://stayhappening.com/e/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal-E2ISTGUQ4AY

https://stayhappening.com/e/wallys-bbq-on-the-go-food-truck-E2ISTH2TOPS

3- 8 - 2021 9:16 PM

https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/2523168/airport-launches-online-map-to-bring.html
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Airport
launches
online map to
bring in new
businesses
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda
Airport is streamlining its commercial
and aviation development on the airport’s property in south Punta Gorda.
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority has launched an interactive
map for the Aviation Expansion Area
(PGD AviEx) on the north side of the
property, to make it easier for businesses
to develop on the airport land, 28000
Airport Road, Punta Gorda.
The interactive GIS map was developed
to help businesses identify parcels at
Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) that are
more suitable for development needs,
according to a PGD press release.
All of the parcels available for lease
are in the Interstate Airport Park and
fall within business-friendly Enterprise
Charlotte Airport Park zoning guidelines.
“Businesses looking for a new site can
be at a desktop anywhere in the world
using the interactive map, and it will help
them get a better understanding of PGD
and what the area has to offer,” wrote
PGD spokesperson Kaley Miller in an
email to The Daily Sun. “It’s meant to improve internal efficiencies as well, so staff
can more quickly respond to requests for
information.
“As new tenants sign leases,” she
continued, “our neighbors can more
easily ﬁnd out what businesses are on
airport property, and who is leasing land
to potentially build in the future.”
The interactive map can be viewed
on desktop computers by visiting www.
PGDAviex.com and clicking on the
Interactive Map button.
The ArcGIS platform will open in
a separate window where users can
navigate through PGD’s land parcels
available for lease, ongoing and future
construction projects, and current
commercial tenant locations.
SEE AIRPORT, 3B

N/E/P/C
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Similar to other online GIS maps,
there is a legend at the top right that
can be expanded to turn on and off
boundaries, roads and layers.
“We are excited to launch this
interactive tool to help planners,
developers and investors who are
considering a Southwest Florida
location,” said Airport Authority
Vice Chair Paul Andrews in a PGD
press release. “Now, they can easily
envision how their business plan
will complement existing tenants
and dovetail into Punta Gorda
Airport’s infrastructure and capital

improvement projects.”
Punta Gorda Airport developed
the interactive map in partnership
with AECOM, a consulting ﬁrm that
has contributed to the airport’s FAAapproved 2018 Master Plan update
effort.
The interactive map also shows the
location of current and upcoming
projects, like the new General Aviation
Center, ramp and hangars in the PGD
AviEx area.
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY FLORIDA WEEKLY
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BUSINESS IN THE KNOW
Airport Authority launches PGD
interactive map
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority has launched an interactive
map for PGD AviEx to help streamline
commercial and aviation development
on airport land. The interactive GIS
map was developed to help businesses
identify parcels at Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD) most suitable for their development needs. All of the parcels available
for lease, whether airside or landside,
are in the Interstate Airport Park and
enjoy business-friendly ECAP zoning
guidelines.
“We are excited to launch this interactive tool to help planners, developers
and investors who are considering a
Southwest Florida location,” said Airport Authority Vice Chair Paul Andrews.
“Now, they can easily envision how
their business plan will complement
existing tenants and dovetail into Punta
Gorda Airport’s infrastructure and capital improvement projects.”
The interactive map can be viewed
on desktop computers by visiting www.
PGDAviex.com and clicking on the
far-right Interactive Map button. The
ArcGIS platform will open in a separate window where users can navigate
through PGD’s land parcels available for
lease, ongoing and future construction
projects, and current commercial tenant
locations. Similar to other online GIS
maps, there is a legend at the top right
that can be expanded to turn on and off
boundaries, roads and layers.
Desktop users can quickly identify
airside parcels available to lease with
runway access for aviation purposes, as
well as landside property available for
commercial, industrial, retail or office
development. When clicking on a parcel, a black info box will appear showing
details about the property, all of which
can be separated or combined with adjacent parcels. Users can click on “View”
next to “Site Info” to see on-the-ground
photos and guidance for leasing land.
PGD developed the interactive map
in partnership with AECOM, one of
the world’s premier infrastructure
consulting firms that led the airport’s
FAA-approved 2018 master plan update
effort. The interactive map also shows
the location of current and upcoming
projects, like the new General Aviation
Center, ramp and hangars in the Aviation Expansion Area (PGD AviEx) on
the north side of the property.
PGD AviEx is strategically located
between Tampa and Miami in a Foreign
Trade Zone at a small-hub commercial
airport with utilities available and two
direct connections to I-75. The runway-

adjacent area is planned to become a
hub for general aviation activities to
flourish, as well as a prime spot for
onsite flight schools, avionics and aircraft maintenance services, and related
training programs to expand.
Annual lease rates are 8-12% of
the land value according to the most
recent property appraisal, and are
negotiable based on the length of the
contract, on-airport investment and
property size. Leases are subject to
Fair Market Value increases.

Florida unemployment claims decrease, continuing trend
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Continuing a trend, Florida posted its
lowest total of first-time unemployment
claims since the coronavirus pandemic
exploded nearly a year ago.
An estimated 16,100 new unemployment applications were filed in the
state during the week that ended Feb.
20, down from a revised 21,564 claims
the previous week, according to a U.S.
Department of Labor report.
The federal agency initially projected 18,982 claims during the week that
ended Feb. 13 but revised the number in
a Feb. 25 report.
A similar revision upped the totals for
the week ending Feb. 6, increasing the
initial projection from 17,621 to 21,710.
Nevertheless, the past three weeks ending the 20th have included the lowest

number of claims since the pandemic
forced businesses to close and put people out of work last spring.

The numbers also have shown a drop
in claims from recent months.
As an example, with a series of layoffs

across Central Florida involving the leisure and hospitality fields, the state had
131,958 claims during the last two weeks
of January.
Since mid-March 2020, the state
Department of Economic Opportunity
has paid out $22.9 billion in state and
federal unemployment assistance to
2.29 million claimants.
Florida’s unemployment rate in
December stood at 6.1 percent, with a
January rate slated to be released March
15. Nationally, the Department of Labor
estimated 730,000 first-time unemployment claims were filed the week ending
the 20th.
The national estimate was a decrease
of 111,000 from a revised estimate for
the week ending Feb. 13. The national
estimate for the week ending Feb. 13 had
initially been 861,000. ■

March 11, 2021

Punta gorda, fla. – allegiant air has added two new routes from the punta gorda airport (pgd). the new
seasonal routes will be non stop flights to houston, texas and chicago, illinois beginning. Allegiant air
adds new nonstop flights to chicago and houston from punta gorda november 20, 2020 punta gorda, fla. –
allegiant air has added a new non stop route from the punta gorda airport to. Punta gorda, fla. – allegiant
air has added two new routes from the punta gorda airport (pgd). the new seasonal routes will be non
stop flights to houston, texas and chicago, illinois beginning. Budget carrier allegiant air is growing again,
announcing 44 new nonstop routes including its first chicago, boston and houston flights. the las vegas
based airline, known for its cheap tickets. Punta gorda, fla. – allegiant air has added two new routes from
the punta gorda airport (pgd). the new seasonal routes will be non stop flights to houston, texas and
chicago, illinois beginning friday. the service will operate twice weekly, airline officials say. “we’re thrilled
that allegiant is further expanding their.

Punta gorda — allegiant air, continuing to expand its service in the region, announced two new nonstop
flights from punta gorda airport in charlotte county, one to houston and one to chicago. the new seasonal
nonstop routes will operate twice weekly, according to a statement, beginning nov. 20. Jetblue offers
flights to 90 destinations with free inflight entertainment, free brand name snacks and drinks, lots of
legroom and award winning service. As home of low fares done right, find great deals and cheap flights to
destinations all over north america.

https://instumentalst.com/

See Sports
section, starting
on PAGE 9B
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Airport
passenger
counts show
monthly growth
Vaccine makes
airport reps ‘optimistic’
about spring travel
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda Airport
travel is down for February compared to
last year, but airport representatives are
feeling positive going forward as coronavirus
vaccinations continue to roll out.
“Our total passenger numbers are down
36% from this month last year,” said PGD
spokesperson Kaley Miller. “However, there
were also 166 fewer ﬂights in February 2021
than there were in February 2020, so that
accounts for about half of that dip.”
“We’re optimistic that as the vaccinations
continue to roll out nationwide, more people
will be planning spring and summer vacations,” Miller said.
The latest passenger counts were up in
February with 128,983 passengers compared
to 98,826 in January 2021.
In February 2020, passenger totals were
just over 200,000.
That’s two months now compared to last
year that passenger counts were down by 36%.
This time last year, March’s passenger
totals were at 151,783 and April was a low of
only 12,030 when shutdowns occurred due to
coronavirus.
Miller said they are hopeful going into the
spring months.
“We are looking forward to spring season
travel,” Miller said.
This year’s passenger totals are at 227,809
so far. Last year’s ﬁnal count was 1.19 million
for the year.
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

An Allegiant airplane at the Punta Gorda
Airport. The airport’s latest passenger
counts were up in February with 128,983
passengers compared to 98,826 in January.

https://stayhappening.com/e/jandamp;ks-mobile-cafe-food-truck-E2ISTHLA6JR

N/E/P/C
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Seeing light at the end of the tunnel
It has been our “Winter of
Discontent” to say the least
and to think that we were
allowed any semblance of
normalcy without second
guessing from every layer of
government means you have
been in a coma.
Those deemed “essential”
went to work every day and
did what they had to do to
keep the water ﬂowing, the
food on the shelves, the mail
delivered and on and on. This
allowed us the luxury of living
our lives without serious
interruptions.
We received “orders”
camouﬂaged as “suggestions”
almost daily. We were told that
wearing a mask would prevent
the spread of the virus
and if we kept our “social
distancing” we would beat this
thing.
As we now see the light
at the end of the tunnel is
not a train coming at us,
but numbers that show we
are fast approaching the
beginning of the end, it is
time to congratulate those
who did the heavy lifting. Our

We all know the local economy could be stronger,
but the fact that more people than ever want to
live in our part of paradise is a positive.

RICHARD PITZ
Curmudgeon Corner

healthcare workers are the
true heroes where some paid
the ultimate price as they
were loyal to their oath.
We should be well past
political posturing, but that
like rising taxes will never
go away. With that said,
the county continued to do
what has been done at a
high level since the present
commissioners have taken
office, giving us what we
continue to enjoy, doing it
with less money and fewer
staff. Truly remarkable.
We all know the local
economy could be stronger,
but the fact that more people
than ever want to live in our
part of paradise is a positive.

We have had our share of
drama, what with the “idea”
that if we leased the airport,
the upfront money could be
spent on projects allowing
us to change our name to
“Nirvana County.” This idea
is not gone but still on hold.
The 2022 Airport Authority
elections could bring this
back for a new look. What is
certain ... Allegiant will be
back better than ever and
“Sunseeker” will be ﬁnished
making Charlotte County a
“destination” area, which
is something we should all
promote.
The schools have had their
share of problems which seem
to be somewhat unsolvable.
The test scores will let us
know how good or bad it has
been.
The AirFrame and
PowerPlant program at the

airport run by the Charlotte
Technical College is about
to open and it is hoped
that 100 students will take
advantage of the program.
As with everything we know,
it will depend on the quality
of the teaching and the
determination of the student.
Our entertainment ... the
restaurants and bars, the
sporting events, the plays
and concerts need to be fully
opened before we can say this
COVID debacle is at an end.
The president has said
“we need to wear masks
until 2022.” While many will
follow orders, once we are all
vaccinated it will be hard to
keep us hidden behind what
has been the most contentious
order.
We have lost the Stone
Crabs … however the Rays are
back. Hopefully the fans will

be there to cheer them on. It is
time to ﬁll the stadiums.
Speaking of masks, will
everyone be able to recognize
me, once the mask mandate
is gone. The last thing I want
to hear is, “You looked better
with your mask on.”
One thing is certain we will
be seeing statistics about our
year of pain and privation
for a few years. It will be
second guessing, it will be
20/20 hindsight, movies, TV
spectaculars ad inﬁnitum. I
am just wondering if I can
survive the “experts.”
Dr. Richard Pitz is a member
of the Charlotte County
Curmudgeon Club. Readers
can reach him via cccurclub@
embarqmail.com.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR
STATE REPRESENTATIVES
State Rep. Mike Grant
(R-Port Charlotte)
Port Charlotte Office: 941-613-0914
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5075

State Rep. James Buchanan
(R-Sarasota)
North Port Office: 941-429-4560
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5074

State Rep. Melony Bell
(R-Bartow)
Fort Meade Office: 863-285-1101
Tallahassee Office: 850-717-5056

STATE SENATORS
State Sen. Joe Gruters
(R-Sarasota)
Sarasota Office: 941-378-6309
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5023

State Sen. Ben Albritton
(R-Bartow)
Bartow Office: 863-34-0073
Punta Gorda Office: 941-575-5717
Tallahassee Office: 850-487-5026
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Support essential workers
and win big prizes
ALICE stands for
Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed.
ALICE is our working
population who lives
paycheck to paycheck, just
above the poverty line,
with limited ability to get
ahead in life. ALICE is
the grocery store clerk,
the fast-food restaurant
cashier, the nursing home
CNA.
We are thankful for
ALICE, many of whom
worked tirelessly to earn
the label of essential
worker during the early
months of the COVID-19
pandemic. Without them
showing up every day
in 2020, who knows how
difficult it would have
been for us to have made
it through to 2021. They
scanned our groceries
behind layers of plexiglass. They bagged our

ANGIE MATTHIESSEN
United Way of
Charlotte County

carryout and delivery
orders wearing a mask
and gloves. They cared for
our loved ones while we
kept our distance.
Yet while some have
maintained steady
employment throughout
the pandemic, much of
our ALICE population
struggled more ﬁnancially
in 2020 than they have in
years.
As United Way of
Charlotte County (UWCC)
nears the end of our
annual campaign, where
we raise the funds to help
our ALICE population
reach their full potential,
we invite you to join us in
our mission to mobilize
the power of our community to break the cycle of
poverty.
As our local ambassadors, UWCC’s Campaign
Cabinet mobilized area
businesses who, despite
their own ﬁnancial
struggles caused by the
pandemic, were eager

to do their part to break
the cycle of poverty in
Charlotte County.
Our Campaign Cabinet
teamed up with the Punta
Gorda Airport and several
generous local businesses
to provide you an opportunity to win the Ultimate
Travel Package that will
support the work we are
doing to help ALICE.
THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL
PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• $250 Allegiant travel
voucher
• One week of long-term
parking at Punta Gorda
Airport
• Two-night stay and
$100 dining credit at the
Wyvern Hotel
• “Active Package for
2” with paddleboards and
kayaks from Holidaze
Boat Rentals
• $50 Smuggler’s Gift
Card to use at Harpoon
Harry’s, The Captain’s
Table or Laishley Crab
House
• $50 F.M. Don’s “Chef
Inspired” Restaurant gift
card
• $50 Illusions Salon &
Spa gift card
• $25 Pioneers Pizza gift
card
• Four tickets to the
Peace River Botanical &
Sculpture Gardens
• Two sunset cruise
passes from King Fisher
Fleet

Every $20 gets you a
chance to win. You will
get a bonus chance for
every $100 — six chances
instead of ﬁve. Make your
selection at www.ucaretowin.com by March 30.
The lucky winners will be
drawn on April 2. Other
packages and prizes are
available, which are listed
on the website.
I want to express my
gratitude, on behalf of
United Way of Charlotte
County, to our Campaign
Cabinet for putting the
effort in to speak on our
behalf to obtain these
wonderful donations. And
I also want to express my
gratitude to these local
businesses who have
stepped up to support
ALICE, even though their
livelihood was impacted
in the past year just as
much, if not more, than
the rest of us.
Charlotte County has
always stood together
during times of adversity,
and a global pandemic
is clearly no exception.
United Way of Charlotte
County ﬁghts for ALICE,
but we can’t do it alone.
We need your support
for local businesses, local
families and your local
United Way to help our
community thrive. We are
on the cusp of reaching
100% of our campaign
goal. With just $50,000
left to hit that total, will
you join us in supporting
ALICE?
Your support, like
ALICE, is essential.
For more information,
please visit www.ucaretowin.com or call the
United Way of Charlotte
County at 941-627-3539.
Mission: Mobilizing the
power of our community to break the cycle of
poverty. Angie Matthiessen
is the executive director of
United Way of Charlotte
County. She can be reached
at director@unitedwayccﬂ.org.

https://stayhappening.com/e/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal-E2ISTI5ADRR

https://stayhappening.com/e/wallys-bbq-on-the-go-food-truck-E2ISTI6O48O
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Airport still
struggling
to cut off
consultant
Privatization battle
has aftershocks
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Echoes of the failed attempt to
privatize the Punta Gorda Airport
reverberated at the Airport Commission
meeting Thursday.
FIGHT WITH CONSULTANT
Airport lawyer Darol Carr told the
commission not to sign a proposed
termination agreement with the
consultant they have accused of
strategizing to disband the commission.
“I can assure you that under no
circumstances would I ever recommend
that this board sign anything
individually, and he also required
my signature and I can tell you in no
uncertain terms would I ever sign
an agreement with Mr. Vasey for
anything.”
Last year, consultant
Andrew Vasey had
advocated for privatizing
the airport and had lined
up outside investors when
the commission voted 3-2
to end pursuit of the plan.
Vasey then contacted
the city of Punta Gorda
VASEY
to submit legislation to
disband the airport commission and
hand over control of the airport to the
city. This action, although it failed, has
led Carr and others on the commission
to seek to terminate Vasey’s consulting
contract.
Vasey has threatened to sue, which
Carr said would help reveal the details
of how he tried to undermine the
airport. Commissioners, however, have
been reluctant to start a lawsuit.
Airport Chief Executive James Parish
said he has been trying to negotiate a
termination deal with Vasey, but Vasey
has sought to get payments for his
subcontractors. Carr said Vasey also is
asking him and commissioners to sign
statements making them personally
liable, essentially “agreeing that he
could sue us for liquidated damage.”
SEE AIRPORT, 5A
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AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A
The commission agreed to
give Parish another month to
negotiate with Vasey.
ELIMINATE LEGISLATIVE LIAISON?
Airport Commissioner Robert
Hancik offended Commissioner
Vanessa Oliver by saying her task
of reporting on
relevant legislation
should be eliminated. The airport
has many other
people covering
federal and state
legislative matters,
he said. He referred
HANCIK
to the commission’s
February meeting
when board members asked why
Oliver didn’t tell
them ahead of time
about her father’s
goal of disbanding
the commission.
OLIVER
Oliver’s father is

state Rep. Michael Grant, who also
sought unsuccessfully to change
voting rules that would have
handicapped current incumbents,
such as Hancik. He is also accused
of collaborating with Vasey.
Oliver shot back that state law
bars her from speaking directly to
other board members outside of
meetings.
“I cannot call a commissioner
because that would violate sunshine (laws) so the only place for
me to address that matter was at
an open board meeting...I couldn’t
pick up a phone and call you and
say, ‘Hey, look at the newspaper.’”
She accused Hancik of bringing
the board back to the days of
personal attacks.
“I am tired of personal attacks,”
she said. She added that commissioners have been attacking her
in letters to the editor since before
she was sworn into office.
“This board is here to perform
the business of the airport,”
she said. “(Airport Investment
Partnership Program) is done, it’s
over with. I want to see us move
on.”

The commission did not discuss
further eliminating the commission task of legislative liaison as
it was brought up under commissioner comments at the end of the
meeting.
NEW REVENUE
Now that a private operator is
not being considered to run the
airport, Oliver opened the topic of
ﬁnding new sources of revenue for
the airport. She asked about solar
panels, more non-aviation tenants
and freight tenants.
Parish discouraged many of
her suggestions, saying airports
cannot sell their land to another
company and can’t negotiate
for land not on the airport. The
airport can only lease its land,
and frequently, companies balk at
being tenants rather than owners,
he said.
He did agree, however, to arrange for a commercial real estate
expert to meet with the commission at a future meeting.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

Government|March 20, 2021

https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/news/2186447159370/florida-international-air-show-set-for-oct-16-17
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Air show set for Oct. 16-17
Commissioners
approve 3-year
contract for
popular event
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The Florida International
Air Show is set for Oct. 16-17 at
the Punta Gorda Airport after
being canceled last year due to
the pandemic.
The Charlotte County
Airport Commission voted
unanimously Thursday to

approve a three-year contract
with The Florida International
Air Show Inc.
The commissioners also
voted to request proposals for
a gas station and convenience
store at the entrance to the
airport on Piper Road.
Commissioner Vanessa
Oliver asked before the air
show vote why there was not
a clause protecting the airport
from liability should the pandemic once again shut down
the popular event.
“I just wanted to make sure
we have no liability if there’s
an act of God, if there’s a
pandemic, if there’s something

where we say, ‘Nope, the air
show can’t go on,’” she said.
Airport Chief Executive
James Parish said he knows of
no air show that is including
such language.
“I think the air show is going
to follow the CDC guidelines.
All air shows were canceled
last year because of COVID,”
he said.
Air Show President Stan
Smith conﬁrmed that the
airport would not be held
liable. The show is planning for
COVID-related facilities and
measures, he said, including

PHOTO PROVIDED

SEE AIR SHOW, 4C

Warbirds, or vintage military aircraft, fly in formation. These
acts are part of the Florida International Air Show, which is
scheduled for Oct. 16-17 after being canceled in 2020.

Legislature
throws up
impact fee
road block
Commissioners to
discuss building
matter during
Tuesday’s meeting

SUN PHOTOS BY SUE WADE

Chef Ryan Spaulding, co-owner Polina Voinevych and Phil Cerciello are eager to get the new Cape Haze Tavern open.
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

An ordinance that would raise
construction impact fees 122% on
single-family homes is in limbo now
days before Charlotte County commissioners were set to vote on it.
Commissioners in favor of the
increase were racing to get the
ordinance passed in case the state
legislature passed a bill limiting impact
fee increases to 3%. The bill, ﬁled ﬁrst
by Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, has
been changed to make it retroactive to
Jan. 1, potentially making the county’s
proposed ordinance illegal.
Commissioners are scheduled to
hold a public hearing plus vote on
the impact fee ordinance at 10 a.m.
Tuesday in Commission Chambers,
18500 Murdock Circle.
The new language also creates a
phased in schedule of increases and no
increase over 50%.
“Staff is working diligently since this
new text came out,” said Commissioner
Joe Tiseo.
The Daily Sun reached out to the
Gruters’ office, but did not hear back
immediately.
State Rep. Mike Grant, R-Port
Charlotte, said the state legislation is
likely to change several times before it
goes for a vote.
Of the county’s scramble to adjust,
he said, “If they have concerns then
they need to contact me.”
Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch
said a phased-in approach is something
the county could consider, but he
doesn’t think legislation is needed.
“I think we can make that decision
ﬁne locally,” Deutsch said. “I think
the legislature should let local governments do what they can as much as
possible.”
Florida introduced impact fees as
a way for local governments to pay
for the cost of rapid development,
SEE IMPACT, 4C

Cape Haze Tavern to launch new
Rotonda West restaurant scene
By SUE WADE
SUN CORRESPONDENT

Rotonda is hungry. Real, real hungry.
According to 18-year retiree Dave
Holloman of Rotonda West, “There’s not
much nearby where we older folks can
enjoy a drink and dinner. Lots of people
in Cape Haze, Placida and Rotonda West
are looking forward to this new business
becoming part of our community.”
Bob Noonan of Gulf Cove said,
“Everyone’s waiting for this opening. Our
old gang’s still looking for a great place to
roost.”
The place that they and hordes of new
residents are talking about — Cape Haze
Tavern — has been in the works since 2019.
Serious buzz began building last fall
about the spot on Cape Haze Drive that once
housed everything from the Rotonda Elks to
Daniel’s, Bella’s and, a decade ago, Amigos
Restaurant & Cantina. It had sat empty for
the last several years.
THE OWNERS
Eight years ago, Andreas Kirchberger
moved to town from Canada. Originally
from Germany, with a background in
construction, he founded Golden Key
Properties and proceeded to purchase
bank-owned commercial properties — including Lake View Office Park in Venice,
Placida Plaza (now Plaza on the Cape) on
Chailett Road, Grand Oaks Plaza in Port
Charlotte, office buildings in North Port’s
Toledo Blade Professional Center, and 3745
Cape Haze Drive, future home of Cape Haze
Tavern, where he set to work ﬁve years ago.

The spacious 125-seat interior of Cape Haze Tavern is equal parts seaside
tavern and Bavarian Hofbräuhaus.

PRO series
BEAUTY MEETS BEAST-MODE.
Our ﬂoors keep working, long after you’ve given up.
Sale starting at $2.69 SF
adno=3788429-1

Sale ends 4/18/21
261 W. Marion Ave. • Punta Gorda, FL
(941) 639-2610 • hesslerﬂoors.com
Other Store Locations in Ft. Myers & Naples
M-F 8am to 6pm • Sat. 9am to 5pm • Sun. 1pm to 5pm

Family
Owned
& Operated
Since 1951

SEE TAVERN, 4C
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AIR SHOW
FROM PAGE 1C
sanitation stations and masks.
Parish said that scheduling
and cancellations particularly in
2022 and 2023, are also contingent
on construction at the airport.
The airport ﬁnished rebuilding
one of its two runways. Plans to
rebuild the second, main runway,
have been stalled as the Federal
Aviation Administration decides
whether it wants to go with the

airport’s construction plan, or add
an extra foot of elevation.
On the gas station option,
commissioners ﬁrst discussed
their past objection to a facility at
that site due to the potential for
traffic and light pollution.
No station will be built before
the airport completes plans to
add extra lanes at the airport
entrance, Parish said.
Commissioner Robert Hancik
noted he would prefer a location
on Jones Loop Road that is not on
airport land.

“We don’t make any money off
that,” Parish said, referring to the
fact that the airport can assess
per gallon fees if the station is on
airport property. The proposal
currently is for a half-cent per
gallon.
“Sometimes, money isn’t everything,” Hancik said.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Retired U.S. Air Force veteran David Martens at a dedication ceremony for the “Historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field”
mural, painted by artist Keith Goodson at Veterans Park in Punta Gorda.

Mural honors Historic
Punta Gorda Air Field
Hurricane Charley
destroyed the original
mural at the airport
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — For Vietnam
veteran David Martens, the new mural
at Veterans Park in Punta Gorda
showcasing the area’s historic Army
airﬁeld is a reminder of not only his
own 20 years of service in the U.S. Air
Force, but also his family.
“I’ve got all kinds of relatives in the
military besides me,” said Martens,
who retired from the Air Force in 1982.
“My father was a bombardier in World
War II — this mural reminds me of all
that. Also, I’m in the Air Force and a
pilot, so I enjoy it.”
A dedication ceremony was held
last week for the new “Historic Punta
Gorda Army Air Field” mural at
Veterans Park at the entrance to
Laishley Park, 120 Laishley Court.

The mural, painted by Lake Placid
artist Keith Goodson, is the latest of
now more than 30 murals around
the city funded by the Punta Gorda
Historic Mural Society, a nonproﬁt
focused on highlighting the area’s
history through mural art.
“This is actually a re-creation,” said
Kelly Gaylord, Mural Society president.
“We did a mural about the historic
Punta Gorda Army Air Field back in
2002 at the Punta Gorda Airport and,
unfortunately, we lost it in 2004 with
Hurricane Charley.”
“This has been 16 years in the
remaking,” she continued. “We’re
very excited to ﬁnally bring this really
important piece of our history back to
life on a new mural.”
Built in 1943, the airﬁeld was used
from February 1944 to September 1945
to train an estimated 750 U.S. pilots for
World War II.
The Army Air Corps staffed the
facility with 44 officers and 1,097
enlisted men and had more than 100
aircraft on the ground. Training ended
on Sept. 1, 1945, one day before the

Japanese surrendered.
“This is a special mural (to me),”
Goodson said, “because I was raised
on the Avon Park bombing (Air Force)
range where my Dad was stationed.
He was in the Vietnam War and also
is still there after 40-something years,
working with the government out of
Tampa.
“I’m very proud of my Dad (and) his
history with the military,” he continued. “When I got wind of this from the
(Punta Gorda) Mural Society, I just fell
in love with it and put a lot of time and
effort into it.”
Goodson said it was tough to narrow
down the airﬁeld’s history to just one
mural.
“There was so much information I
was given — trying to assimilate all
that into one painting was a challenge,”
Goodson said. “You don’t want to put
everything in there and not have a nice
painting, so I had to pick and choose
what I felt would be the best composition for this particular wall.
SEE MURAL, 6B
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Punta Gorda Vice Mayor Debby Carey, mural artist Keith Goodson
and Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society member Suzanne Ivaska
cut the ceremonial ribbon for the new “Historic Punta Gorda
Army Air Field” mural at Veterans Park in Punta Gorda.

MURAL
FROM PAGE 1B
“You only have about 2
seconds before anybody sees
it driving up — sort of like a
billboard but in an artistic way.”
The new mural was completed around the end of December
2020. The ribbon-cutting

ceremony had been delayed due
to coronavirus concerns.
Local officials, members of
the Mural Society and Punta
Gorda Chamber of Commerce,
as well as other area residents
were on hand for the dedication.
“We lost this mural during
Hurricane Charley when the
airport blew away,” said Vice
Mayor Debby Carey. “We’ve
been waiting to put this mural

Lake Placid mural artist Keith
Goodson discusses his mural
“Historic Punta Gorda Army
Air Field” during a dedication
ceremony at Veterans Park in
Punta Gorda.
back up (for a long time). We
think that Keith captured what
we were trying to show about
the history of the Punta Gorda
Air Field. I think it and the
setting are just wonderful.”
Goodson said he hopes the
new mural lasts longer than its
predecessor.
“Hopefully, this will last for a
good while … for generations.”
he said. “We respect our military. We uplift them. We want to
give them a remembrance from
that time period in the 1940s so
this is a great mural to be able
to celebrate here in Veterans
Park.”
For more information
about the nonproﬁts murals and their artists, go to
PuntaGordaMurals.org.
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

https://stayhappening.com/e/puerto-rican-spice-food-truck-E2ISTI0LLLG

House Hunting
834 Bimini Lane, Punta Gorda 33950
March 25, 2021

Pack your bags and bring your boats to this incredible Punta Gorda Isles pool home. It’s being sold turnkey furnished today,
and has two lifts in place and an oversized concrete dock with a fish cleaning station. From the convenient location to
Fishermen’s Village and downtown Punta Gorda, to the fast boating access to Charlotte Harbor and the Gulf of Mexico, this
home is in an ideal location.
Inside, find a dual master suite floor plan, with the great room and kitchen/dining areas in the middle, all open by sliding
glass doors to the private heated pool and lanai area — perfect for entertaining. Both master suites have large areas with
king-sized beds, great closet space, en suite bathrooms and direct pool access.
Outside, there is a covered lanai and fenced-in backyard. This home is ready for you to move right in, so do not delay, as the
market is moving quickly. It’s nearby to great shopping, golf, restaurants, hospitals, I-75, Punta Gorda Airport and more.
Come see why Punta Gorda Isles has it all. ¦
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/house-hunting-415/
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Politicians should serve,
not dictate to us
Editor:
In March 23 Sun Op-Ed page, Traci
Deen, CEO of Conservation Florida,
stated long held goals of Florida land
preservation organizations pretty
much across the board; and most
importantly of Florida residents.
We can glean important
information about Florida voters and
elective therein.
1. Our representatives don’t care
what average Florida voters want.
They think they are our leaders.
After all, journalists continually use
the term in reference to politicians.
News ﬂash! They are our servants;
our minions sent to do our bidding.
I challenge the press never to use
the term “leader” for our elected
servants to be a continual reminder.
2. The citizenry; the voters don’t
enforce those initiatives they voted
on; and so politicians don’t fund
them. After the battle, the new ﬁght
is to make them comply. A ﬁght
which should not be necessary.
(But this is the ilk that makes you
hire a lawyer to get your rightful
government beneﬁts. Albeit machen
lawyers.) They fund what helps their
developer buddies in the long run.
They are carpetbaggers and “Bill
Starbucks”: Rainmakers (Nash.)
The fact is, unless Florida, and the
nation legislates the rights of nature,
conservation initiatives will amount
to a drop in the bucket compared to
development, and all true, integral
“countryside” will be gone in 20 to 30
years on pace.
The vote, and crushing the Punta
Gorda Airport takeover should show
everyone, that they need to get angry.
When you see politicians are feeling
the heat, turn up the heat!
Bill Kitsch
Punta Gorda
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No finish line
yet for PG
‘drag race’
stretch
FDOT, local officials at
odds on how to move
forward near Peace
River Bridge
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — What began
with a goal to curb the Punta
Gorda “drag race” on northbound
U.S. 41 near the Peace River
Bridge has expanded to a multiyear study from the Florida
Department of Transportation
that most local officials don’t even
want.
“You’re going to do the whole
thing and design it only to come
back (to us) and we’re going to say
thanks for all the hard works guys
but we’re not interested,” said
Charlotte County Commissioner
Christopher Constance, who also
serves as Charlotte County-Punta
Gorda Metropolitan Planning
Organization Vice-Chair.
The MPO is made up of
representatives from the County
Commission, the Punta Gorda
Council and the Charlotte County
Airport Authority.
Currently, the switch from three
lanes to two lanes right before the
bridge causes snarls as motorists
in the left lane — a left-turn only
lane from Marion to the bridge —
try to merge to cross the bridge,
increasing the likelihood of
vehicle crashes.
The City Council went to
FDOT last August to explore
options at this section of roadway
to be included as part of the
department’s repaving project
planned for Tamami Trail (U.S. 41)
from William Street to the bridge.
At Monday’s MPO meeting,
board members said the feasibility
study, which could potentially
cost taxpayers $375,000, would be a
waste of time and money.
“What are we trying to ﬁx,” said
SEE STRETCH, 4C

COMMENTARY

My first COVID shot was a breeze
Everyone should
line up for one
It could not have been any
easier.
My ﬁrst COVID-19
vaccination is what I’m
talking about.
I’d had more than a couple
of appointment calls to come
on down and get stuck, but I
hesitated because I thought I
needed to wait 90 days after
I was declared free of the
virus that I contracted in late

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

January. When I found out
60 days is plenty — and that
some people got a shot only a
couple weeks after recovery

— I signed up.
I was shocked that the
very people who gave me the
virus (names are omitted to
protect the innocent) are not
sure they are going to get the
vaccine. That’s crazy. With all
the variants out there and the
chance you can get it twice, it
was a no-brainer for me.
So, the wife and I headed to
the Charlotte Harbor Events
and Conference Center for a
9 a.m. appointment. We got
there around 8:40 a.m. and
were in a line with about 12

or 15 other people. Charlotte
County staff was manning
tables set up to accommodate
probably four to six people at
one time. We were asked to
ﬁll out some paperwork (this
was the only glitch since it
was the same form we ﬁlled
out online). But it only took a
couple minutes and we were
sent into the big room.
There were people
everywhere, but it was very
well coordinated and every
staff member knew exactly
what their job was. We sat

down and in two minutes a
fella from Fort Myers with a
long, long beard was checking
our IDs and sending us to a
nurse.
My nurse was from
Alabama. It appears, and I
don’t know this for sure, that
the company coordinating the
vaccinations recruits from all
over the U.S.
I had barely told her which
arm to stick when I felt the
sting. Bang! It was over.
SEE JOHN, 4C
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move forward with the study.
“As a part of any (repave
and rehabilitation) job,
FROM PAGE 1C
we are going to include
sidewalks and make
Punta Gorda Mayor Lynne
sure everything is ADAMatthews, who also sits on
compliant,” Oujevolk said.
the MPO board. “Other than
“Nothing is off the table.
an occasional person who
That’s why we’ve been
merges from the left lane to
meeting extensively and
the next lane over to go over
going to have very extensive
the bridge, that’s the only
public involvement plan
issue that we really have
over the next two or three
here.
months.”
“I completely understand
FDOT’s current timeline
the need to make things safer
has possible construction for
but I am totally opposed to
the project beginning several
doing a lane repurposing in
years from now.
the city center downtown.”
Oujevolk said that as they
Matthews went on to
proceed with the study,
say that taking any of the
certain elements regarding
three northbound 41 lanes
out of service would be
SUN FILE PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN bicycle paths and other lanerelated changes might not be
irresponsible.
Dubbed the Punta Gorda “drag race,” this is a section of
included.
“I think it’s completely
northbound U.S. 41 near the Peace River Bridge.
“This is a very dynamic
ridiculous to even consider
study,”
he said. “If elements
it. Just from Marion Avenue if you start going and then
street to the east and west
drop
out
and it would revert
to the bridge, you have seven pop over (into the middle
and if you can move bicycles
back to (just) rehabilitation
left turn possibilities,” she
lane), you’ve got a problem,’” and pedestrians off (41),
and repaving (of the roadway
said.
out of harm’s way and still
Constance said. “Hey, I just
then), a lot of the study costs
Crash issues in that
get them to the bridge or
saved us $375,000, minus a
would go away because it
section of the roadway
get them to the waterfront,
little paint.”
would turn into just a minor
are not speed related but
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STRETCH

JOHN
FROM PAGE 1C
They guided us to an area where
others were waiting their 15 minutes
for any bad reaction. Punta Gorda
EMTs were standing by, just in case.
We were given a time we could leave
and sure enough when that time came
we headed out. It took a total of 25
minutes.
I never liked getting a shot. When I
was very small, I had rheumatic fever

and I remember Dr. Moore used to
come to the house (yes it was that long
ago, house calls) to give me a shot.
Sometimes they had to wrestle me
down.
But this was one shot I was actually
looking forward to. So far the worst
reaction was a very sore arm. And
I feel just a little out of sorts but no
terrible headache, no nausea.
And, even though the second is
supposed to give you a stronger
reaction, I will be glad to get it, too,
and be done with this coronavirus

— hopefully forever.
If you haven’t made up your mind
yet, let me give you my best advice
and that is to sign up and get the shot.
It’s free. It’s quick. And after you’re
vaccinated you can sit in the vaccinated
section at all the big sports events.
Go Reds! Go Nets! Go Marshall!
John Hackworth is the Pultizer Prizewinning commentary editor for The
Daily Sun. He can be reached at john.
hackworth@yoursun.com.

https://stayhappening.com/e/wallys-bbq-on-the-go-food-truck-E2ISTI6O48O

Florida International Air Show
The Florida International Air Show is set for Oct. 16-17 at the Punta Gorda Airport,
Challenger Blvd., Punta Gorda. For details, visit www.floridaairshow.com.
https://www.yoursun.com/coastal/entertainment/upcoming-events/article_54c6a2e8-8bdb-11eb-8713-7739da694738.html
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Vantage Construction
Expands Airport
Office Space
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority
recently
awarded
Vantage Construction Services the
contract to expand the airport's
administration building at 28000
Airport Road in Punta Gorda. The
addition to the existing office
building will increase the space by
3,250sf.
The project includes selective
demolition, electrical, plumbing,
HVAC, drywall, flooring, and painting.
Permitting for the project is
underway,
with
construction
completion anticipated by late spring.
Vantage Construction provides
consulting, preconstruction, general
contracting, construction management,
and
design-build
services
for
commercial clients in Southwest
Florida. For more information, visit
www.vantageconstructionllc.com.

Southeastern Surfaces & Equip
ment (SSE) introduces new space
management merchandise, specifically
the Modernfold folding partitions,
to Gulf Coast and statewide projects.
In addition to design and installation
services, SSE services maintains all
inventory in the range to ensure perfor
mance and safety standards during the
product and building's lifetime. SSE is
the installing dealer for McKeon Smoke

and Fire Doors, Line Systems interior
demountable partitions, Euro-Wall ex
terior folding walls, and Tudelti Motor
ized vertical retractable partitions.
The company's technical, estimat
ing, project management, and instal
lation teams support new or retrofit
commercial projects with quality space
management and fire & life safety prod
ucts. For more information, visit www.
sseteam.com or call 800-644-8875.

GCG Construction Builds
New Goodwill Location
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GCG Construction is working with
developer Piedmont Companies, Inc.
on Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida's eleventh location.
The project, at 3223 Del Prado Blvd.
S. in Cape Coral, includes the renovation
and expansion of the existing store. It
will add approximately 12,000sf, bring
ing the total square footage to 17,000sf.

Site renovations of the 2.2 acres will
include new grading, sidewalks, land
scaping, and parking to support the retail
store and donation center.
TDM Consulting, Inc. provided
civil engineering, and GMAArchitects &
Planners provided architectural design.
For more information, contact Lerin
Byrd at 239-454-7304.

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

The Charlotte County Airport Authority (Airport Authority) has launched an interactive map for PGD AviEx to help
streamline commercial and aviation development on airport land. The interactive GIS map was developed to help businesses
identify parcels at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) most suitable for their development needs. All of the parcels available for
lease, whether airside or landside, are in the Interstate Airport Park and enjoy business-friendly ECAP zoning guidelines.
“We are excited to launch this interactive tool to help planners, developers and investors who are considering a Southwest
Florida location,” said Airport Authority Vice Chair Paul Andrews. “Now, they can easily envision how their business plan
will complement existing tenants and dovetail into Punta Gorda Airport’s infrastructure and capital improvement projects.”
The interactive map can be viewed on desktop computers. The ArcGIS platform will open in a separate window where users
can navigate through PGD’s land parcels available for lease, ongoing and future construction projects, and current
commercial tenant locations. Similar to other online GIS maps, there is a legend at the top right that can be expanded to turn
on and off boundaries, roads and layers.
Desktop users can quickly identify airside parcels available to lease with runway access for aviation purposes, as well as
landside property available for commercial, industrial, retail or office development. When clicking on a parcel, a black info
box will appear showing details about the property, all of which can be separated or combined with adjacent parcels. Users
can click on “View” next to “Site Info” to see on-the-ground photos and guidance for leasing land.
Punta Gorda Airport developed the interactive map in partnership with AECOM, one of the world’s premier infrastructure
consulting firms that led the airport’s FAA-approved 2018 Master Plan Update effort. The interactive map also shows the
location of current and upcoming projects, like the new General Aviation Center, ramp and hangars in the Aviation
Expansion Area (PGD AviEx) on the north side of the property.
PGD AviEx is strategically located between Tampa and Miami in a Foreign Trade Zone at a small-hub commercial airport
with utilities available and two direct connections to Interstate 75. The runway-adjacent area is planned to become a hub for
general aviation activities to flourish, as well as a prime spot for onsite flight schools, avionics and aircraft maintenance
services, and related training programs to expand.
Annual lease rates are eight to 12 percent of the land value according to the most recent property appraisal, and are negotiable
based on the length of the contract, on-airport investment and property size. Leases are subject to Fair Market Value
increases.

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21213343/charlotte-county-airport-authority-charlotte-county-airport-authority-launches-pgd-aviexinteractive-map

Allegiant Air announced Tuesday that a new non-stop route will be added from
Memphis International Airport to Punta Gorda, Florida starting November.
The route to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) operates twice a week with introductory
one-way prices starting from $ 59.
Punta Gorda is about 30 minutes north of Fort Myers and an hour south of
Sarasota.
Memphis flights begin November 15th.
The introductory price includes limited seats and appointments and is not
available on all flights. Flights must be purchased by Wednesday, August 14,
2019 for travel through May 12, 2020.
Please visit www.allegiant.com for more information.
https://floridadailynewswire.com/2021/03/13/allegiant-air-is-including-continuous-memphis-to-punta-gordaflorida/

