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Vantage Construction
Expands Airport
Office Space
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority
recently
awarded
Vantage Construction Services the
contract to expand the airport's
administration building at 28000
Airport Road in Punta Gorda. The
addition to the existing office
building will increase the space by
3,250sf.
The project includes selective
demolition, electrical, plumbing,
HVAC, drywall, flooring, and painting.
Permitting for the project is
underway,
with
construction
completion anticipated by late spring.
Vantage Construction provides
consulting, preconstruction, general
contracting, construction management,
and
design-build
services
for
commercial clients in Southwest
Florida. For more information, visit
www.vantageconstructionllc.com.

Southeastern Surfaces & Equip
ment (SSE) introduces new space
management merchandise, specifically
the Modernfold folding partitions,
to Gulf Coast and statewide projects.
In addition to design and installation
services, SSE services maintains all
inventory in the range to ensure perfor
mance and safety standards during the
product and building's lifetime. SSE is
the installing dealer for McKeon Smoke

and Fire Doors, Line Systems interior
demountable partitions, Euro-Wall ex
terior folding walls, and Tudelti Motor
ized vertical retractable partitions.
The company's technical, estimat
ing, project management, and instal
lation teams support new or retrofit
commercial projects with quality space
management and fire & life safety prod
ucts. For more information, visit www.
sseteam.com or call 800-644-8875.

GCG Construction Builds
New Goodwill Location
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GCG Construction is working with
developer Piedmont Companies, Inc.
on Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida's eleventh location.
The project, at 3223 Del Prado Blvd.
S. in Cape Coral, includes the renovation
and expansion of the existing store. It
will add approximately 12,000sf, bring
ing the total square footage to 17,000sf.

Site renovations of the 2.2 acres will
include new grading, sidewalks, land
scaping, and parking to support the retail
store and donation center.
TDM Consulting, Inc. provided
civil engineering, and GMAArchitects &
Planners provided architectural design.
For more information, contact Lerin
Byrd at 239-454-7304.
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE MARKET
A look at commercial real estate trends & topics in Southwest Florida

Airport Authority launches PGD AviEx interactive map
The Charlotte County Airport Authority has
launched an interactive map for PGD AviEx to
help streamline commercial and aviation devel
opment on airport land.
The interactive GIS map was developed to help
businesses identify parcels at Punta Gorda Airport
most suitable for their development needs. All of
the parcels available for lease, whether airside or
landside, are in the Interstate Airport Park and
enjoy business-friendly ECAP zoning guidelines.
"We are excited to launch this interactive tool
to help planners, developers and investors who
are considering a Southwest Florida location,"
said Airport Authority Vice Chair Paul Andrews.
"Now, they can easily envision how their busi
ness plan will complement existing tenants and
dovetail into Punta Gorda Airport's infrastructure
and capital improvement projects."
The interactive map can be viewed on desk
top computers by visiting www.PGDAviex.com
and clicking on the far-right Interactive Map but
ton. The ArcGIS platform will open in a separate
window where users can navigate through PGD's

Don't forget to post your
in-person and virtual event
on our B2B events calendar at
www.swfloridabusinesstoday.com/calendar
land parcels available for lease, ongoing and fu
ture construction projects, and current commer
cial tenant locations. Similar to other online GIS
maps, there is a legend at the top right that can
be expanded to tum on and off boundaries, roads
and layers.
Desktop users can quickly identify airside
parcels available to lease with runway access for
aviation purposes, as well as landside property
available for commercial, industrial, retail or of
fice development.
When clicking on a parcel, a black info box
will appear showing details about the property,
all of which can be separated or combined with
adjacent parcels. Users can click on "View" next
to "Site Info" to see on-the-ground photos and
guidance for leasing land.
Punta Gorda Airport developed the interac-

tive map in partnership with AECOM, one of the
world's premier infrastructure consulting firms
that led the airport's FAA-approved 2018 Master
Plan Update effort.
The interactive map also shows the location
of current and upcoming projects, like the new
General Aviation Center, ramp and hangars in the
Aviation Expansion Area on the north side of the
property.
PGD AviEx is strategically located between
Tampa and Miami in a Foreign Trade Zone at a
small-hub commercial airport with utilities avail
able and two direct connections to Interstate-75.
The runway-adjacent area is planned to become
a hub for general aviation activities to flourish,
as well as a prime spot for onsite flight schools,
avionics and aircraft maintenance services, and
related training programs to expand.
Annual lease rates are 8-12% of the land value
according to the most recent property appraisal,
and are negotiable based on the length of the con
tract, on-airport investment ancl property size.
Leases are subject to Fair Market Value increases.

SEAGATE DEVELOPMENT GROUP PROJECTS

Ground broken on first office
in park at Alico Road and 1-75

Seagate Development Group is ready to break
ground on Rice Insulation & Glass' 35,000-square
foot facility. The Lee-County-based materials supplier
will be the first tenant in a 40-acre, Seagate-owned
business park at Alico Road and Interstate-7 5.
The free-standing building will include 3,000 square
feet of office space for sales and management teams reception area with workstation, conference room, four
oversized offices with 10 workstations, three standard
offices, training and break rooms, and closets and rest�
rooms. Additional space is reserved for a warehouse of
insulation, glass, shower door and shelving m�terials.
Seagate also plans to build four high-dock doors and
four grade-level doors as well as parking for up to 100
vehicles.
This project is set to commence in April and be
complete by October. It comes weeks after Seagate
closed on the world-class business park that will house
Rice Insulation and other single-tenant office, flex and
industrial buildings. These accommodations allow
business owners to improve efficiencies without the
typical barriers created in a multi-tenant environment.
"Our design-build division looks forward to provid
ing the highest standards of craftsmanship and second
to-none customer service to Rice Insulation and many
others, just as it has with NeoGenomics, Scotlynn and
Conditioned Air," said Matt Price, CEO and partner at
Seagate Development Group.

Interior work at Heritage Carpet and Tile completed

Seagate Development Group completed the
interior of Heritage Carpet and Tile's new loca
tion at Premier Airport Park in Fort Myers.
Part of the full-service flooring contractor's
strategic plan is to transition from two facili
ties to one central location, this project satisfies
its short-term goal and accommodates future
growth.
Seagate entered a preexisting shell of a
building in the third quarter of last year and
completed the interior one month ahead of
schedule. The scope of work for this approxi
mately 17,000-square-foot headquarters in
cluded warehouse and office space for dozens
of employees.
Seagate located metal stud and drywall parti
tions to take advantage of the natural light pro
vided by exterior aluminum frames and glass.
This allowed team members to maximize the
remaining space for warehouse operations and
flooring materials.
They followed this up with high-bay, LED
lighting in the warehouse and 2x4·lighting fix
tures in the office areas. Seagate complemented
the dark carpet with light gray accents, which
also provide a professional tone without losing
the contrast lighting of the interior office spaces.
To top off the· project, Heritage Carpet and
Tile provided hard tile in the entry and common

Seagate Development Group completed the inte
rior of Heritage Carpet and Tile's new location at
Premier Airport Park in Fort Myers.
For more business news,
visit www.swfloridabusinesstoday.com
areas as well as carpet in the office areas.
"Our client wanted to consolidate space and
increase productivity just in time for 2021.
We're proud to say that our team gave them
a fresh look that reflects the company's style
and the very best use of every surface of the
new space in record-setting time," said Matt
Price, CEO and partner at Seagate Develop
ment Group. "As Heritage fleshes out long-term
goals, we'll be standing by and ready to launch
more of our very best work."
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Florida International Air Show returns to Punta
Gorda Airport in October
A favorite event is back at its home.
After a year away due to construction and the pandemic, the Florida International Air Show is
flying high again at the Punta Gorda Airport.
“We took a year off for construction and of course the COVID thing but mostly it was airport
construction. The airport now is in great shape ready to go,” said Dana Carr, chairman of the
Florida International Air Show.
Originally, the air show was supposed to take flight over Charlotte Harbor this October but
that airport construction is almost done.
The new runway is ready now so the air show will be back in Punta Gorda in October.
“A year ago they had dump trucks, asphalt trucks and earth-moving equipment of all types
just going literally everyday and into the night,” Carr said. “They were paving after dark many
nights.”

Crews are still working on the general aviation center, but it’s also on track to be done before
the air show.
“It’s really exciting that we’re going to use the air show to help showcase the new general
aviation center for PGD,” Carr said.
Carr said people can expect the same aerial thrills.
“This will not be a scaled-down show we were planning over Charlotte Harbor,” Carr said.
“This is going to be a full-on air show with lots of jets, fast-moving aircraft, and great family
entertainment.”
The air show isn’t leaving Punta Gorda anytime soon. The airport board voted to approve a 3year agreement to keep the air show at the airport.

https://www.winknews.com/2021/04/01/florida-international-air-show-returns-to-punta-gorda-airport-in-october/

BRING it ON
In four Florida counties, experts forecast a boom worth billions of dollars and thousands of jobs.
April 07, 2021
BY MARY WOZNIAK
Special to Florida Weekly

THOUGH THE PANDEMIC IS FAR from over in Florida, economic development directors and other economic
experts in four counties forecast a boom: Each county will see at least $1 billion in development over the next two
years and the creation of 2,000 jobs.
The numbers rise from there, depending on the county. “It’s just phenomenal, what is going on,” said Dave
Gammon, Charlotte County Economic Development director. “A wave is coming through Southwest Florida.” With
this economic wave, “the tide lifts everybody,” he said.
In Palm Beach County, it seems the phones have “lit on fire,” with inquiries about moving businesses and bringing
economic development to the county, said Kelly Smallridge, president and CEO of the Business Development
Board of Palm Beach County. The current activity is unlike anything she’s seen in her 32 years in economic
development, she said. Florida Weekly looked at four counties: Lee, Collier, Charlotte on the west coast and Palm
Beach on the east coast, to see what economic development directors and other economic experts see in the
near economic future.

Proposed Great Wolf Lodge COURTESY RENDERING

Each official described the top five projects on tap in their counties, looking at size, cost, impact on the economy
and the community.
John Talmage, director of the Lee County Economic Development Office, refers to it as a “post-pandemic
recovery.” Sean Callahan, executive director of corporate business operations in Collier County, prefers the term
post-pandemic “boom.”
How can this be? While the pace of COVID-19 vaccinations continues to accelerate and Florida seemingly is
getting a better handle on managing the pandemic, it is still far from over. The real estate industry is booming, but
tourism remains devastated and passenger numbers at Southwest Florida International Airport are still about 41%
below what they were a year ago.
“It’s all in your perspective,” Mr. Callahan said. “We’re still in the pandemic.”

Sunseeker COURTESY RENDERING

But Collier County and Southwest Florida have done far better than other parts of the state “and an extremely
high amount of business is looking to relocate from other parts of the country,” he said. “Tourism is still down, but
down far less than the rest of the state.”
There are glimmers that things are improving. The February unemployment rates show that Florida’s seasonally
adjusted unemployment rate dropped to 4.7%, which is the same rate the state had back in January 2017,
according to an analysis by John Shannon, Economic Analyst for the Regional Economic Research Institute at
Florida Gulf Coast University in Lee County. Meanwhile, the February unemployment rate for the U.S. was 6.2%.
In Southwest Florida, the unemployment rate was 3.9%, which matches the same level as December 2017. In
Palm Beach County, the unemployment rate was 4.5%.
Mr. Shannon’s analysis shows that while employment in the leisure and hospitality industry in Lee, Charlotte and
Collier counties has improved since the beginning of the pandemic, it still remains at only 84% of total
employment in that sector compared to February 2020, representing a loss of over 14,000 workers.

RSW’s new Air Traffic Control Tower LEE COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY COURTESY PHOTO

Meanwhile, it’s clear that people are relocating here, said Amir Neto, interim director of the Regional Economic
Research Institute at FGCU.
U-Haul and Atlas Van Lines say Florida is one of the top three top three states for one-way trucks, he said. What
is true for people can also be true for business. Florida is attractive because there are fewer restrictions, Mr. Neto
said. This is a tax-friendly state. When COVID- 19 restrictions occurred, they were mild, unlike other states that
went into full lockdown. And reopening occurred at a faster rate.
The efforts will continue to make sure the leisure and hospitality industry recovers, Mr. Neto said. “But one effort
the region has been pushing over the last few years is diversification,” he said.
Mr. Shannon’s analysis shows that warehousing, transportation and utilities industries have all gained
employment over pre-COVID levels in Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.

GAMMON

So while working to bring back tourism, the push is to diversify the economy to reduce dependence on tourism,
Mr. Neto said.

At Southwest Florida International Airport, things are looking up. Construction continues on a new $80 million
Airport Traffic Control Tower. Meanwhile, the $280 million, 200,000-squarefoot expansion of the airport terminal, a
project that had been deferred for a year due to the impact of the pandemic, will be bid this month, said Ben
Siegel, executive director for the Lee County Port Authority.
Passenger traffic may be down, but the airport is No. 1 among the top 50 airports in the country in recovery, he
said. The airport has recovered about 60% of its pre-COVID traffic, more than any other airport in the nation.
From the airport standpoint, “we are optimistic,” Mr. Siegel said.

SMALLRIDGE

The airlines have obviously recognized how important the leisure market is in the area’s recovery, he said. They
are now looking to maintain their seasonal marketing levels through the summer. For example, “May seat
capacity is up to 60% greater than 2019,” which was in itself a record year, Mr. Siegel said. “That means May
could be potentially the busiest May on record. That’s where we’re getting our optimism from. It’s important to
recognize that.”
Lee County corridor is booming
In Lee County, $2 billion in economic development and 6,500 jobs are expected in the next two years, all in one
booming development area, said John Talmage, Lee County Economic Development director.
He’s talking about the corridor of Alico Road in South Lee County, surrounded by Three Oaks Parkway, Treeline
Avenue, the Southwest Florida International Airport and the FGCU campus.
“COVID has had both a positive and negative effect on our economy,” Mr. Talmage said. “We were one of the
hardest hit anywhere in terms of hospitality and tourism, but the manufacturing, distribution and light industrial
space has grown faster than expected. We have 1.7 million square feet under construction as we speak.”

TALMAGE

The area is already home to 33,000 jobs, Mr. Talmage said. “We project over the next three to five years the area
will have 65,000 jobs, or 20% of Lee County’s entire work force.”
In addition, there is so much development going in the corridor of Treeline Avenue between Alico Road and
Daniels Parkway, “it’s looking like a whole new city,” he said.
The development is all part of the diversification of the economy, which is needed, he said.
Among the projects currently under construction are the new headquarters and a lab for NeoGenomics, a firm
specializing in cancer genetics testing, and new headquarters for Scotlynn USA, a trucking company that
transports perishable foods for the grocery business.

CALLAHAN

“The post-pandemic recovery has been pretty strong here,” Mr. Talmage said.
In the KNOW
TOP FIVE PROJECTS IN LEE COUNTY
NeoGenomics: Specializes in cancer genetics testing and information services. Two buildings, including a lab and
new headquarters facility, covering 150,000 square feet.
Location: 9490 NeoGenomics Way Fort Myers (Off of Three Oaks Pkwy).
Size:14 acres

Cost: $110 million
Jobs: 295 new jobs; 400 retained jobs.
RSW Expansion: A new $80 million Airport Traffic Control Tower is under construction at Southwest Florida
International Airport, to be followed by start of construction of a $280 million, 200,000-square-foot expansion of
the airport terminal.
Location: Southwest Florida International Airport
Size: Terminal expansion will be 200,000 square feet. Tower is 15,544 square feet.
Cost: $360 million (two projects)

SHANNON

Jobs: Tower project will create 400 jobs; terminal expansion will create 1,000 jobs.
Scotlynn USA: Freight forwarding / brokerage services firm providing truck transportation for perishable
refrigerated produce. New headquarters project includes 60,000-square-foot building in Phase 1 and 20,000square-foot building in phase 2. Located on 8.35 acres, part of the 78.8-acre Florida Gulf Coast Business Tract B
& C.
Location: 9597-9599 Gulf Research Lane (Off of Three Oaks Parkway)
Size: 8.35 acres
Cost: $11 million
Jobs: 140 new jobs; 85 retained jobs.
Knott Realty: Baltimore based company is building three single-story commercial buildings for light industrial/office
use.
Location: 14601-14661Jetport Loop (Off Treeline Avenue South)
Size: 143,337 square feet (total of 3 buildings)
Cost: $8.42 million
Jobs: TBD
Alta Resources: Three-story contact center building on a 12.51 acre site. Offers business processing outsourcing
to third party companies.

NETO

Location: Off Paul J. Doherty Parkway
Size: 97,388 square feet
Cost: $21.3 million
Jobs: 500 new jobs; 600 retained jobs
— Source: John Talmage, director of the Lee County Economic Development Office
Collier County continues eastern shift
In Collier County, Sean Callahan projects about $1.5 billion in economic development in the next two years along
with an estimated 4,000 to 5,000 jobs.
“I think we’re looking at an extremely booming time right now and it only looks better for next year,” said Mr.
Callahan, who is executive director of corporate business operations in the county manager’s office.
A high number of businesses are looking to relocate to Collier County from other parts of the country, he said.
Once we get past the pandemic, people will also start traveling more, he said.
Mr. Callahan is partial to the Paradise Coast Sports Complex on his list of top developments, not only for what it
will offer in terms of sports and entertainment, but for what it will generate.

SIEGEL

“The reason I list that as one of the most important projects is the interest in the development around it,” he said.
This includes a proposed $234 million Great Wolf Lodge 550-room hotel and entertainment center, with an
80,000-square foot water park.

One important project is a new $25 million mental health facility to be developed on a parcel of land adjacent to
the existing David Lawrence Center, the county’s mental health services provider.
The 60,000-square-foot project will increase bed capacity and be a central receiving facility for people to connect
to mental health services.
“This will continue to improve the quality of life for Collier residents, which is of ever-growing importance to
employers that seek to relocate or expand in the area,” he said.
Development in the county will continue to push eastward, Mr. Callahan said.
And as it continues to grow, the center of the county will also move eastward, he said.
“It’s a huge opportunity.” But development will be balanced with land management and preserving the
environment in Collier County, he said.

Aeroclean Technologies COURTESY RENDERING

In the KNOW
COLLIER COUNTY TOP FIVE PROJECTS
Paradise Coast Sports and Event Complex: Sports and entertainment center.
Includes 21 playing fields and a stadium that seats 6,000.
Location:
Size:180 acres
Cost: $120 million
Jobs: 200
Uline corporation: Distribution facility to serve as a hub between Tampa and Miami metro areas.
Location: City Gate Commerce Park
Size: 1 million square feet
Cost: $70 million
Jobs: 220

Amazon: “last mile distribution center” to provide quick delivery within short distance of major population centers.

Murdock Village COURTESY RENDERING

Location: Davis Crossings
Size: 105,000 square feet
Cost: Leased building
Jobs: 100
Big Corkscrew Island Regional Park: First phase to include a community center, aquatic center, event lawn with
stage, six athletic fields, basketball, tennis and pickleball courts.
Location: East Collier County
Size: 150 acres
Cost: $98 million
Jobs: 50
Collier County Mental Health Facility: A central receiving facility for people to connect to mental health services.
Will increase bed capacity.
Location: adjacent to existing David Lawrence Center.
Size: 60,000 square feet
Cost: $25 million
— Source: Sean Callahan, executive director of corporate business operations in Collier County
Charlotte County: ‘It’s … our time’
In Charlotte County, $1 billion in economic development and 2,000 jobs are expected over the next two years,
said Dave Gammon, county director of economic development.

Big Corkscrew Island Regional Park Construction COURTESY PHOTO

He credits a major part of the surge to Gov. Ron DeSantis’ “Open for Business” policy in the state, he said.
Now the county is a getting inquiries from all over the country, not just the northeast, he said. Florida also has
fewer COVID-19 restrictions than other states, he said.
The new development pattern for the county stems from a mixed-use overlay passed by the Charlotte County
Commission in November 2020.
Now, thousands of industrial and residential lots platted back in the ’50s and ’60s can be turned into mixed use
developments, where people can live, work, shop and play all in the same centralized area.
Smart growth, not just growth, is the goal, he said. The new overlay is expected to be an economic catalyst.
Mr. Gammon called the 4,300-acre Enterprise Charlotte Airport Park “the employment center of the future.”
The ECAP includes the Punta Gorda Airport on 1,600 acres. The land is affordable and all the infrastructure is in
place, he said. The site is perfect for transportation and warehousing industry, which increased by 19.5 percent in
Charlotte County from 2018 to 2019. In the future, the county will double and triple that percentage, he said.

Uline Corporation COURTESY RENDERING

Are people waking up to Charlotte County? “We’ve always kind of been the donut hole,” Mr. Gammon said.
People tend to drive through on their way to Sarasota to the north or south to Lee County, he said. Now
businesses are seeing that they have an affordable product, affordable land and it’s a great place to live. “We’ve
been overlooked so long,” he said. “It’s kind of our time.”
In the KNOW
CHARLOTTE TOP FIVE PROJECTS
Mixed Use Overlay: This new mixed-use development pattern, passed by Charlotte County Commission in
November 2020, is the catalyst for the county’s future economic development projects. One example is the
Promenade Mall, a 70s style strip mall that will be turned into a mixed-use megaplex with residential, office,
entertainment and shopping.

ECAP area Charlotte County COURTESY RENDERING

Location: Runs along U.S. 41 and SR 776 through the Port Charlotte area
Size: 26 acres (for Promenade)

Cost: $100 million (for Promenade)
Jobs: TBA
ECAP: The Enterprise Charlotte Airport Park is 4,300 acres, including the 1,600- acre Punta Gorda Airport. The
site includes an industrial park. The terminal expansion on the north side of the airport just opened. The newest
project is Punta Gorda Airport’s Aviation Expansion area, called PGD AviEx, which broke ground in September
2020. It will be a hub for general aviation activities, featuring offices, conference areas and flight instruction
rooms. In addition, a new Aviation Maintenance Technician School will be launched by Charlotte Technical
College in August 2021. However, this program will not be located in the AviEx area, but in the former Western
Michigan classroom building and hangar south of the concourse.
Size: 100 acres
Cost: several hundred million dollars
Jobs: several thousand
Murdock Village: Repurposing area to develop three projects: on one side, the 450-acre West Port residential
development; on the other side, Arredondo Pointe, a 160-acre development with a hotel, convention center, water
park, golfing facility, retail and restaurants. In the middle is 180 acres open for commercial or residential
development.
Location: bounded by Tamiami Trail on the north and SR 776 on the south
Size: 790 acres
Cost: buildout will be more than $1 billion
Jobs: TBD
Sunseeker Resort: Project by Allegiant Air currently on hold, with an estimated restart by the third or fourth
quarter of 2021. Phase 1 will feature about 500 hotel rooms, 180 extended stay suites, a 55,000-square-foot
conference center, restaurants and retail.
Location: Charlotte Harbor
Size: 22 acres total
Cost: first phase, $470 million
Jobs: hundreds
Downtown Punta Gorda: City Council has hired a consultant to revise building codes with a new master plan to
preserve Punta Gorda’s charm while making it an economic engine to produce jobs. With new guidelines in place,
developers will be attracted to opportunities in the new downtown.
— Source: Dave Gammon, Charlotte County Economic Development director
‘Wall Street South’ in Palm Beach County
In Palm Beach County, $2 billion to $3 billion in economic development is projected over the next two years, with
3,000 to 3,500 high-paying jobs added each year.
“It’s through the roof,” Kelly Smallridge, president and CEO of the Business Development Board of Palm Beach
County, said of the inquiries from businesses seeking to relocate or expand in the county.
The county’s “Wall Street South” initiative has sought over the last 10 years to bring financial services firms from
the Northeast into Palm Beach County, Ms. Smallridge said.

Among its list of recent wins is Elliott Management, a $41 billion fund manager relocating its corporate
headquarters from Manhattan.
The county’s residents already include 71,000 millionaires and about 42 billionaires, Ms. Smallridge said.
Apparently, the more the merrier.
A board publication cited a March 2021 report from location analytics company Unacast that 70,000 “high net
worth individuals” left New York City in 2020, bringing $34 billion in lost income with them.
Ms. Smallridge is currently working with Goldman Sachs on the possibility of moving hundreds of employees from
New York City to West Palm Beach.
In mid-March, NewDay USA, a veterans mortgage lender, announced it would locate a second headquarters in
West Palm Beach.
However, the county attracts a diverse array of businesses. Finfrock, which designs manufactures and builds
structured parking, mixed-use development and other projects; AeroClean Technologies, a maker of air
purification devices; and SIW Solutions, maker of high-end impact windows and doors, are also establishing
headquarters and/or manufacturing facilities in the county. ¦
In the KNOW
PALM BEACH COUNTY TOP FIVE PROJECTS
Finfrock: Designer, builder and precast specialist will build production facilities and administrative offices in Belle
Glade.
Location: Glades Gateway Commerce Park
Size: 140,000 square feet
Cost: $40 million
Jobs: 200
AeroClean Technologies: Designs, develops and markets air purification devices
Location: Palm Beach Gardens
Size: 20,000 square feet
Cost: $7 million
Jobs: 100
NewDay USA: Veterans mortgage lender new headquarters
Location: downtown West Palm Beach
Size: more than 50,000 square feet
Cost: $10 million
Jobs: 600
SIW: new headquarters for maker of high-end impact windows and doors
Location: Central Palm Beach County

Size: 168,000 square feet
Cost: $14 million
Jobs: 250
Amazon Fulfillment Center: warehouse
Location: Jupiter
Size: 1 million square feet
Cost: N/A
Jobs: 300
— Sourec: Kelly Smallridge, president and CEO of the Business Development Board of Palm Beach County

https://fortmyers.floridaweekly.com/articles/bring-it-on/

PUNTA GORDA – The Experimental Aircraft Association is bringing the restored B-17 bomber “Aluminum
Overcast” to the Punta Gorda Airport and will be offering rides Friday through Sunday.
The B-17 Flying Fortress is a World War II bomber used primarily in Europe. Because of the planes’ long-range
capability, they were known for flying into battle with no fighter escort, relying on their own defensive capabilities
to ensure a successful mission.
After the war, most were cut up for scrap, used for Air Force research or sold in the surplus market.
Less than 15 B-17s are still airworthy.
Rides will be offered from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday at Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 A-1
Airport Road, Punta Gorda.
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, crew members will be wearing masks onsite and sanitizing the aircraft
after all flight activities.
Unlike previous visits, walk-through tours of the aircraft are not being offered.
Pre-booked flights for EAA members are $409, or $449 for nonmembers.
Walk-up flights are $435 for EAA members and $475 for nonmembers.
After Punta Gorda, the aircraft will be in Winter Haven from April 14-18; Vero Beach from April 23-25, and Ocala
from May 14-16.
For more information, visit b17.org.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/history/2021/04/07/fly-word-war-ii-b-17-flying-fortress-bomber-punta-gordaflorida/7128426002/

Miami cousins caught trying to steal rental cars from RSW

MIAMI, Fla.–Two cousins from Miami were not so good on Good Friday.
The pair tried using fake credit cards and fake IDs to rent cars in Southwest Florida.
First, the duo tried stopping at the Punta Gorda Airport. When they were denied they took their
operation to Southwest Florida International.
Brandie Mobley and Lorenzo Richardson tried their plan at National Rental Cars and Esterobased Hertz, which is where the plan fell apart.
When the manager behind the desk said they were calling police, Richardson took off, leading
police on a chase.
They were both arrested.
Richardson told law enforcement someone offered to pay them $100 for each car they stole
and drove to Miami.
Veteran police officer David Thomas said the stolen cars would likely be used for drugs.
“It’s probably the drug use. Some shape, form of drug use of transportation,” said Thomas. “It’s
not a new idea. It’s been going on for quite some time.”
Both Richardson and Mobley are out of jail after posting bond.

https://nbc-2.com/news/2021/04/05/miami-cousins-caught-trying-to-steal-rental-cars-from-rsw/
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Sunseeker Resort construction remains on hold in
Charlotte Harbor
It’s been over a year since Allegiant Air announced construction of the Sunseeker Resort would
be put on pause — a project expected to bring hundreds of jobs and tourists to Charlotte
Harbor.
Bob Fowler enjoys his quality time with mother nature in Charlotte Harbor.
“Birds, people, a lot of dog walkers come by here,” Fowler said.
With the halt of the project, only security and maintenance staff remain at the construction
site through late 2021.
“They were going at it last year. They had the tent up, and all of the workers were there,”
Daryl Matthew said. “Now, we see a half dozen from what’s visible.”
Allegiant’s president said the company won’t put any money into the project for now. The
airline is bouncing back after a rough year. All furloughed pilots are now back to work, and
Allegiant is planning for a new operations base in Texas, set to open in November.

“This time last year was pretty dead,” Fowler said. “I’ve seen an increase of planes.”
More than 180,000 people traveled on Allegiant flights through the Punta Gorda Airport in
March. That’s a nearly 20% increase from the same time last year.
But there are no plans yet to pick up construction at Sunseeker. Allegiant is still looking for an
investor. Fowler wants to see movement sooner rather than later.
“It’s there. Somebody has got to finish it,” Fowler said.
https://www.winknews.com/2021/04/07/sunseeker-resort-construction-remains-on-hold-in-charlotte-harbor/

Editor:
Thank you Commissioner Constance!
We finally have someone who, like most of us, had our fill of storage buildings! We need
more oak trees, any trees! I'm sure the trees will be a bigger asset than more buildings along
U.S. 41. I hope you have many people agree with you.
Also thank you for your idea of "Turn left only" on U.S. 41 heading north over the bridge.
Now if we can keep the "wolves" from our airport! It's the biggest asset Punta Gorda has.
Keep it as it is! No outside "deep pockets" needed.
Carol Crowe
Port Charlotte
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-no-storage-buildings-and-no-taking-airport/article_4e134c56-9344-11ebbab8-637b28fe4f01.html
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B-17 bomber lands
in Punta Gorda
WWII era ‘Aluminum
Overcast’ is only one of
a few still flying; tours
offered this weekend
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Of the 12,731
B-17 bomber airplanes built during
World War II, only around 3,600
returned home, said Tom Ewing.
“That’s the sacriﬁce our veterans
made,” he said.
Ewing is one of two pilots ﬂying
the authentic B-17G Flying Fortress
“Aluminum Overcast” on a tour
through Florida and neighboring
states.
The restored historic plane is
stopping through Punta Gorda
Airport this weekend for public
viewing at the Experimental
Aircraft Association 565 chapter’s
building located at the south end of
the airport, 28000 A-1 Airport Road
in Punta Gorda.
“It’s an honor for me to be able
to ﬂy this plane but the main
emphasis for us is to honor the
World War II veterans,” Ewing said.
SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN
“We’re just the drivers.”
Aluminum Overcast was
The authentic World War II era B-17 bomber “Aluminum Overcast” landed
delivered to the U.S. Army Air
Thursday in Punta Gorda. The plane was built in the 1940s and delivered to the
SEE BOMBER, 4A U.S. Army Air Corps in May 1945.

Another ‘well above average’ hurricane season is likely this year
hurricanes and four becoming
major hurricanes, meaning
category 3 or higher. CSU
MIAMI — Bellwether early
Meteorologist Phil Klotzbach
forecasts show Florida is likely called it another “well above
in for another active hurricane average” season.
season, but probably not as
The deﬁnition of an average
dramatic as last year.
hurricane season is set to
The 2020 hurricane season,
change this year since NOAA
in keeping with the nightmare
recalculates its 30-year average
year of coronavirus, saw an all- every decade. The agency has
time record number of named
yet to release its new standard,
storms: 30.
but research from University
In 2021, a forecast from
of Miami’s Brian McNoldy
Colorado State University
suggests that the 1991-2020
suggests 17 named storms could average is 14 named storms,
form, with eight becoming
7 hurricanes and 3 major

hurricanes, an uptick from the
previous average of 12 named
storms, 6 hurricanes and 2
major hurricanes.
The CSU forecast is based
on the 1981 to 2010 average but
will update accordingly when
NOAA sets its new standard.
Accuweather, a for-proﬁt
weather service, released
similar predictions to CSU
earlier this week. The service
calls for 16 to 20 named storms
this season and 7 to 10 hurricanes (of which three to ﬁve are
major).
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against the
seawall at
St. Pete
Beach as
squalls from
Hurricane
Eta move
through
Pinellas
County on
Nov. 11.
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Charlie on B-17 bomber:
I know what I’m
doing this weekend.
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BOMBER
FROM PAGE 1A

Corps on May 18, 1945, and is
one of only a few left that can
be ﬂown.
“This is certainly a rare
airplane,” Ewing said.
“There are only nine that are
airworthy and of those, only
three or four ﬂy regularly.”
The restored Flying Fortress
carries the colors of the 398th
Bomb Group of WWII, which
ﬂew hundreds of missions
over Nazi-held territory
during the war.
It can carry up to 17,600
pounds of bombs and features
13 machine guns.
“This airplane was made to
drop bombs; that’s what it’s
all about,” said Neil Morrison,
Aluminum Overcast’s other
pilot. “The machine guns are
on it to protect itself.”
Aluminum Overcast was
delivered to the Air Corps too
late to see action in WWII.
Instead, it was purchased as
surplus from the military for
$750 in 1946.
“That was post-war dollars
but even then that was
nothing,” Morrison said.
Over the years, the
airplane has ﬂown more
than 1 million miles, serving
as a cargo hauler, an aerial
mapping platform, and in pest
control and forest dusting
applications.
“This airplane has never

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

In the nose of the B-17 bomber is the bombardier section of the plane. The plane could handle a
bomb load of 17,600 pounds.
been un-airworthy,” Morrison
said. “This has never been a
pile of parts in a dusty back
part of an airport; it’s almost
always been ﬂying and has
worked really hard.”
EAA’s Aluminum Overcast
tour had to take a break
last year because of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Morrison said he is happy to
be back in the cockpit touring
with the plane.
“I’ve been ﬂying it for 17
years,” he said. “We ﬁnd (the
plane and the history of the

plane) to be precious and ﬁnd
the people who care to be
precious. It’s a dream to ﬂy it.”
EAA is a group of aviation
enthusiasts, aircraft builders
and pilots. Jon Eisele, of
EAA, helped to organize the
Aluminum Overcast tour.
“To see the plane or even to
ride along is really a once-ina-lifetime opportunity for a lot
of folks,” Eisele said. “Punta
Gorda has always been a really
strong stop for us and we
always look forward to coming
back.”

Registered ﬂights have
already been booked up for
the B-17’s stop in Punta Gorda.
EAA will allow for public
viewing for free from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. through Sunday.
“We’re all here to honor the
Greatest Generation and what
they did during World War
II,” Ewing said. “It’s a part
of history that’s sadly going
away.”
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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Vacationers flocking to Punta Gorda Airport
PGD stats show
travel is in
‘full recovery’

numbers totaled 181,947, up
20% from March 2020’s total
of 151,783,” PGD spokesperson
Kaley Miller said. “These
March 2021 numbers are in line
with March 2018 levels.
“This is great news because it
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
signals that vacation travel is in
STAFF WRITER
full recovery.”
In March 2018, 192,947 passenPUNTA GORDA — The Punta
gers ﬂew in and out of Punta
Gorda Airport’s March travel
Gorda with March 2019 totals
numbers were the best since
showing a peak of 221,326,
the start of the pandemic.
according to a PGD report.
“Our March 2021 passenger

Both April 2018 and 2019 saw
a decline in passengers, however, with 2018 totals of 147,871,
and 172,893 for 2019.
“We usually see a drop in
April as our seasonal residents
return to their homes up
north,” Miller said, “but things
are deﬁnitely different this
year.”
Punta Gorda Airport travel
has been on a steady rise since
the start of 2021.
Passenger counts were up in

February with 128,983 passengers compared to 98,826 in
January 2021.
In February 2020, passenger
totals were just over 200,000
with January at 154,805. Both
of those months were down in
2021 by 36% compared to 2020.
April 2020 was still the lowest
totals the airport has seen with
only 12,030 people ﬂying in
and out of Punta Gorda after
shutdowns occurred due to the
pandemic.

Miller said they are remaining hopeful for more seasonal
travel this year.
“We may get a small surge
of late spring visitors as more
people feel safe traveling and
pent-up travel demand surfaces,” she said. “It would be a
great sign if April 2021 passengers are in line with April 2018
numbers.”
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com
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OUR VIEW

Someone
needs to
play through
at Kingsway
OUR POSITION: We understand Allegiant
Travel Company’s dilemma with Sunseeker
Resort and Kingsway Country Club and
the frustration by neighbors.

T

he condition and future of Kingsway
Country Club keeps continues to be a
nagging question for Allegiant Travel

Co.
If you missed a story earlier this week in
The Daily Sun by Daniel Sutphin, we’ll give
you the cliff notes version.
Allegiant bought the championship golf
course on the Charlotte/DeSoto county
border as an added amenity for visitors who
would be staying at their Sunseeker Resort
in Charlotte Harbor. Most everyone knows
what’s going on there. The pandemic crippled
airlines in the U.S. for months and Allegiant
was no exception — although its recovery
has been remarkably quicker and more on
track for normalcy than larger airlines in the
nation.
While air travel suffered, money was
diverted from Sunseeker and construction
halted — as did work to redo Kingsway into
what was described at the time as an even
more challenging course that offered an
enhanced experience.
For a while, the course was neglected.
Neighbors complained about the unsightly
appearance, especially along Kings Highway.
DeSoto County got involved and Allegiant
agreed to put a crew in place to clean things
up.
Most recently, residents claim the clean-up
crew is neglecting its duties and things are
looking bad again.
Allegiant Spokesperson Hilarie Grey says
that’s not the case.
“We have people out there every day,” she
said Monday. “It’s hard for people to keep an
eye on everything that is going on out there.”
According to Sutphin’s story a “notice to
proceed” was issued by DeSoto County’s
development department to Allegiant in
February as part of an improvement plan
for the site. The notice set the stage for
renovations on the course, including buffers
along the residential units within the course
and along the property boundaries, as well as
drainage changes throughout the property.
Grey told Sutphin the company had been
waiting on the agreement from DeSoto to
begin work. That project, however, is still not
underway.
Allegiant Airlines and Travel Co. are
headed up by some of — what we perceive as
— the sharpest minds in the entertainment
and airline business. Our dealings with those
in charge have been straightforward from
the very day they purchased the property
in Charlotte Harbor to build what would
have been their ﬁrst venture into the resort
business — a natural progression to build on
the growing number of people ﬂying into the
Punta Gorda Airport.
Grey said everything is on the table as
far as the future of both the resort and golf
course is concerned.
“We feel good about where we ﬁt industry
wise,” she said of the airline. “Hopefully,
things will materialize soon.
“As far as the golf course we feel Kingsway
is a great asset. It’s all about timing with it
and the resort. It’s not a bad problem to have.
“A partner may come along ... Everyone
wants this project to move forward.”
Meanwhile, those whose property border
the golf course are growing restless with the
lack of progress.
We believe patience is the key to a satisfactory solution. We’re convinced Allegiant
wants to be a good neighbor and, as its
ﬁnancial footing gets stronger, residents will
see the results reﬂected on improvements at
Kingsway.
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A piece of history flies away

PHOTOS PROVIDED

A front view of the renovated Stinson 1933 plane, ready for takeoff after about 70 years.

Team of retirees
spent eight years
rebuilding the
1933 plane
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The Stinson plane rehab crew at Punta
Gorda airport after the eight-year job
is done. From left: Rob Hancik, Allan
Boynton, Gary Bosche and Milt Weeks.

When this plane ﬁrst ﬂew, it
was only 30 years after the Wright
brothers proved human ﬂight
possible.
But the 1933 Stinson Reliant
stopped ﬂying probably around
1950, say its renovators here at the
Punta Gorda Airport.
In late March, it took off again
ﬁnally — the man who bought it
being the ﬁrst to try it out. He was
impressed, and then ﬂew it to his
home in Indiana.
“The new owner came and put
the wings on and ﬂew away,” said
Al Boynton, the man who bought
the plane in 2012 after ﬁnding it
on a website. “Said it ﬂew like a
baby.”

Now, all the renovation team
here is left with are eight or nine
years of memories. That’s how
long it took them to rebuild the
machine — about ﬁve years longer
than they expected.
In 2012, four Punta Gorda
residents — Boynton, Rob Hancik,
Milt Weeks and Gary Boschee —
started the project. It was trucked
from Texas to Punta Gorda, and
the team began working on it
about three days a week, eight
hours a day.
They underestimated how long
it would take to restore. Parts
were hard to ﬁnd, or non-existent.
Some had to be manufactured
anew. What remains original in
the plane is its frame, which is
made of steel tubes. For its long
slumber, it was stored with linseed
oil inside the tubes, Boynton said,
to keep it from rusting.
Originally, its skin was made
of cotton or maybe linen. Today,
it is covered in a polyester called
ceconite.
SEE PLANE, 4C
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PLANE
FROM PAGE 1C
Boynton was schooled in
aeronautical engineering.
“I can’t say that being
an aeronautics engineer
helped in any way,”
he said, adding that
rebuilding a machine built
so early required an open
mind.
The engine is a ninecylinder circle, which is
not seen today. It is large
with a wingspan of 43 feet.
It seats ﬁve small people,
he said, making it kind of
an executive model of its
day.
The amazing thing, he
said, is how sophisticated
it is, considering how
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young avionics was at that
time.
The real thrill of
rebuilding this aircraft was
the feeling of recreating
history, Boynton said.
“There are very few
people alive that were
there the day this airplane
was at work. You’re really
recreating the past,” he
said.
After this project,
Boynton said, he won’t be
rebuilding more planes.
A second later, he said,
“We’re working on another
plane now ... a 1939 Sailor
Craft.”
There’s always another
plane to work on.
Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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Before they put on the new skin, this is what the
1933 Stinson looked like, ready for renovation.

CAMERON LOH

This view shows the 1933 Stinson plan as renovators
were starting to add the new skin over the wood and
metal frame.

CENTENNIAL MEMORIES...

ATTORNEY- AT-LAW

Stone Starting @ $49.99/yd
We sell & Install:
•Curbing •Decorative Stone
•Plants
•Full Landscaping
•Pavers
•Professional Landscape
Renovations

Probate • Living Trusts • Wills
Joint...$600
Single...$500

941-475-4418

Questions? Contact Tracy.Herman@CharlotteCountyFL.gov or
Marc.Solomon@CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Saturday, May 15, 2021
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Free event

Cameron Loh
Attorney-at-Law

Registration ends April 23
Space limited; first come,
first served

Estate Planning and Probate

Licensed in Florida

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisement.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualiﬁcations and
experience. Clients may be liable for any expenses in addition to fee.

CharlotteCountyFL.gov

*paver installation not available in Charlotte County

adno=3790457-1

1620 Placida Rd. Suite D
Englewood

Local entertainers/performance groups are invited to sign-up for a
FREE 30-minute time slot to share their talents.

adno=3793365-1

NFA Firearms Trust............ $600
Simple Will .................. $125
Health Care Surrogate ....... $100
Power of Attorney .............. $100
No Consultation Fee

adno=3790930-1

Living Trusts

Community members, businesses, and organizations are invited
to register for a FREE booth to display their Charlotte County
memorabilia, mementos, photos, etc. at the Charlotte Harbor
Event & Conference Center. Note: items are for display only; no sales
allowed.

No Subcontractors | FREE ESTIMATES
We Deliver.
You Ring,
ustomized
We Bring!

urbing & Discount Rocks
941-623-6192
7501 Sawyer Circle | Port Charlotte
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Allegiant flight canceled
and no explanation
Editor:
Is Allegiant alive and well?
Sunday, April 11, our daughter and
son-in-law had a ﬂight scheduled
from Punta Gorda to Albany, New
York, at 2 p.m. They were alerted of
two changes to 3 p.m. and then to
6:15 p.m. Upon arrival at the airport
at 5 p.m. , they were informed
over the PA system that the ﬂight
was cancelled and the airport was
closing.
No reasons were announced and
there were no staff or personnel
present. No other ﬂights from Fort
Myers to Tampa were available.
They will now be driving our
car to Albany leaving Monday
morning. Answers from the Airport
Authority might be appreciated.
Larry McGee
Port Charlotte
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New book reveals how sellers,
scammers built modern Florida

Crossroads’
ex-staffer
faces sex
charges
Former education
director at foster home,
school terminated
STAFF REPORT

PHOTO PROVIDED

This aerial view shows the first houses in Port Charlotte. Canals already had been dredged, and trees and
brush had been cleared, leaving bare landscaping and concrete block houses.

SUN PHOTO BY NANCY J. SEMON
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This home is a typical Mackle brothers house built
circa late 1950s in Port Charlotte.

This GDC home is on Cropton Terrace. Although a
room was added at the rear, the front remains as it
would have looked in the late 1950s, perhaps sans
the awning. Note the carport to the right. All of the
original homes were single story and constructed of
concrete block. They had shingled roofs.

Cookie-cutter cheap lots sold to retirees, formed demographics
By NANCY J. SEMON
STAFF WRITER

In the 1950s, low-cost lots
sold by Florida developers were
advertised nationally and set the
course for the area’s present-day
demographics.
The ads read: “$10 down — $10
a month for a choice 80’ by 125’
homesite. Sale price $895, in Port
Charlotte.”
A trio of Miami brothers —
Elliot, Robert and Frank Mackle,
Jr. — “revolutionized the sale of
homesites in Florida,” according to
a new book that will be published
in June by University of North
Carolina Press, “The Swamp
Peddlers,” by author and historian

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 84, Low 71
50% chance of rain
SEE PAGE 2C

Jason Vuic.
Although Vuic’s book presents
the Mackle brothers as honest
builders who sold buildable
homesite lots, the Mackles were
soon followed by hundreds of
competitors — many of whom were
unscrupulous and sold unbuildable
swamp land to unsuspecting
buyers.
Because of their targeting
middle-class retirees on ﬁxed
incomes and offering affordable
homes, many areas of Florida
including Port Charlotte and North
Port, became meccas for those
wanting to escape the cold and live
in what the ads called “paradise.”
Vuic has a description of the
area in the 1950s and 1960s.
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“It was as if pop artist Andy
Warhol had been a real estate
developer, stamping out homesites
instead of soup cans in a palmettoey boondock deep in the Florida
bush,” he said.
Vuic focused on Charlotte
County and the Mackles’ General
Development Corporation. The
book, however, gives a much
broader view of development in
the state.
What made you decide to research
and write this book?
I grew up in old Punta Gorda,
and though I left the state for
college and became a writer
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The now-former director of education
at Crossroads Hope Academy has been
arrested on multiple sex-related charges.
Reeghan Lynn Burgess, 30, 1000 block of
Webster Ave., Port Charlotte, was arrested
Friday on six counts of unlawful sexual
activity with certain minors, authoritative
ﬁgure soliciting sexual conduct with a
student and interference with custody of a
minor, according to the Charlotte County
Sheriff’s Office. She was being held at the
Charlotte County Jail without bond.
Crossroads Hope Academy, located in
eastern Charlotte County, is a nonproﬁt
home and school for foster boys who have
had multiple failed placements.
Crossroads Hope Academy Executive
John Davidson issued the following
statement Saturday:
“Our primary responsibility at
Crossroads Hope Academy is to keep our
kids safe. In late November, staff brought
concerns about Ms. Burgess’ behavior
toward some of the kids to our attention.
We immediately called the Child Abuse
Hotline and placed her on administrative
leave and subsequently terminated her
employment.
SEE FORMER, 4A

Plane crashes
in Venice
STAFF REPORT

VENICE — A plane carrying two people
crashed shortly after 5 p.m. Saturday in
Venice.
Both people are believed to be OK. One
was taken to Venice Regional Bayfront
Health for observation.
The plane had engine trouble and
made an emergency landing in a pond at
Derbyshire Drive and Blue Crane Drive in
Pelican Pointe Golf & Country Club.
The single-engine plane has a tail
number matching a Cessna 172 Skyhawk,
owned by the Florida Flight Training
Center in Venice. The plane took off
SEE PLANE, 6A

SEE BOOK, 5A
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Charlie on housing:
I’ve got swamp land
for sale.
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While GDC could build
in Charlotte County
unhindered, it couldn’t
in Sarasota County. So
the Mackles pulled a fast
one. In 1959, they built
10 or so homes in North
Port, which they gave
to GDC employees, and
these employees voted
to incorporate the city
of North Port Charlotte
in order to take it out of
Sarasota’s control.

BOOK
FROM PAGE 1A
and history professor
studying a completely
different ﬁeld, I was
always interested in
where I was from. In 2016
I published a book on the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
As part of my research
I interviewed various
Florida historians. To
me, the most signiﬁcant
thing to ever happen in
Charlotte County was
the founding of Port
Charlotte.
How does history
look back at the Mackle
brothers?
I admire the Mackles.
I describe them in the
book as honest brokers.
They were Florida
community builders
like the famed New
York developer William
J. Levitt of Levittown
fame, building simple
suburban-style homes
for middle-class folks
near Miami. Key
Biscayne was one of
them, but they realized
that in developments
like Port Charlotte, in
what was then in a very
remote county with few
jobs, they had to attract
retirees with pensions.
In chapter 7, a newspaper
article described Charlotte
County in 1987 as being
“Silver and Old.” Back then,
the county didn’t do much
for younger people. Do
you think the way the area
was marketed, resulted in
the county today lacking
employment and outlets for
youth?
Let’s remember,
what drew retirees
to Charlotte County
was Port Charlotte,
which was marketed to
people 60 and over by
a corporation using a
multimillion-dollar ad
campaign, even in the
1950s. It wasn’t pitched to
young people. Although
it was never a huge
development, within
its ﬁrst 10 years or so it
grew to be three times
the size of Punta Gorda.
Older people were the
residential tax base and
they were the largest
voters, so naturally their
needs came ﬁrst.
If today’s environmental
laws were in effect when
developers in the 1950s
came to the area, how many
environmental laws were
broken?
Prior to 1970, only
municipalities in
Florida had the right
to issue building codes.
So, the city of Punta
Gorda, a municipality,
had rules for what you
could and couldn’t do.
Port Charlotte was
an unincorporated
community on county
land, therefore General
Development (a Mackle
company) could do what
it wanted and so could
every other developer

Advertisement

limited by planning
mistakes of the past,
while Babcock Ranch
and other so-called “New
Urbanist” communities
try to correct those
mistakes by being
pedestrian-friendly and
orienting everything
towards a central
core. I saw somewhere
someone called Babcock
Ranch the “anti-Port
Charlotte,” if that makes
any sense.

You mention that because
of the “slicing and dicing”
of Florida, there are no
large parcels of land for
Charlotte County business
development, other than
at the Punta Gorda Airport.
What would it take to
condemn properties through
eminent domain, or would
that not be a possibility?
In the 1950s, Florida’s
big land developers
divided their properties
into as many 80-foot-by125-foot lots as possible,
because that’s where the
money was — in buying
by the acre and selling
by the foot. Companies
weren’t concerned with
future land use. That’s
why today, planning
communities like Port
Charlotte don’t have
downtowns. GDC put a
premium on residential
lots, and for years, a thin
commercial corridor
on either side of U.S.
41 met its commercial
needs. But now that
Port Charlotte has
60,000 people, and many
younger people at that,
there’s nowhere for new
PHOTOS PROVIDED businesses to go; there’s
just no developable land
Former Punta Gorda native and best-selling author Jason Vuic has written “The — it was all platted over
60 years for single-family
Swamp Peddlers,” telling how lot sellers, land scammers, and retirees built
homes. Remember, it’s
modern Florida.
now illegal in Florida
for either state or local
About the author
governments to use
eminent domain for
Vuic was raised in Punta Gorda. His
private development.
parents were educators in Charlotte

County; his father was assistant
principal at East Elementary, and
his mother was the first librarian at
Port Charlotte Middle School. Vuic
is also the author of “The Yugo: The
Rise and Fall of the Worst Car in
History” (Hill and Wang 2006); “The
Sarajevo Olympics: A History of the
1984 Winter Games” (University of
Massachusetts Press, 2015); and
“The Yucks! Two Years in Tampa
with the Losingest Team in NFL
History” (Simon and Schuster,
2016).
in Florida, outside of
cities and towns. Florida
really didn’t regulate
the environment until
the mid-1970s, nor did
the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, so land
development here was a
free-for-all.
What was the worst
development project?
The Gulf American
Corporation and the
southern half of the
Golden Gate Estates
development near
Naples. To sell lots,
the company built a
network of canals that
just decimated the plant

and animal life and
the ﬂow of the western
Everglades. It’s taken
years and millions of
dollars to even begin to
ﬁx it. (Note: Vuic’s book
also tells how many
parts of Florida to this
day are unbuildable,
with neither lot owners
nor government able to
do anything with the
land.)
Which part of the state
suffered the most due to
greedy land salespeople?
I’d say Southwest
Florida. There were
installment land sales
communities throughout

the state, but the biggest
ones, with the biggest
sales forces, were right
here: Port Charlotte,
North Port, Cape Coral,
Lehigh Acres, Rotonda,
and Golden Gate Estates.
Wasn’t there some sort
of underhanded movement
by the developers to expand
development in the North
Port section?
In the late 1950s, when
GDC began developing
its property in Charlotte
County, part of the land
was in Sarasota County.
(The Mackle brothers’
ﬁrm called the area
North Port Charlotte.)

Please describe urban
planning versus unbridled
lot-selling without planning?
Well, the simplest
thing I can say is that
Port Charlotte and other
lot-sales communities
that date from the
1950s have hundreds of
thousands of lots and
tens of thousands of
ranch houses but no
walking districts, few
sidewalks and no city
cores. Utilities were
added retroactively
and the communities
themselves were planned
and built when building
codes and environmental
rules were non-existent.
Babcock Ranch is
a different animal
altogether. It’s a green
development with
renewable energy
sources and a diversity
of lots and home sizes.
Instead of having a large
residential grid with row
after row of homesites,
it has two villages and
ﬁve hamlets ﬂowing
to a city core, which
emphasize walkability.
Port Charlotte, I think,
is straight-jacketed and

BUSINESS Journal
Count on the Best Service at Dr. D’s Auto Repair

Dr. D’s Auto Repair,
23415 Janice Avenue in the
Whidden Industrial Park in
Charlotte Harbor

Call Dr. D’s Auto Repair for all your
auto repairs. Owner, Mike True, and
his staff are all ASE certified and they
offer the finest full service repair in
this area. Dr. D’s repairs all types of
vehicles including motor homes and
four wheelers. At Dr. D’s you can
count on the best service, diagnostics,

repairs, replacement parts, etc. Only
superior quality replacement parts are
used and rates are very reasonable.
With the computerized engine analysis,
you can be assured that the service
required on your vehicle is necessary.
True is well known as an excellent auto
mechanic and the business enjoys an

excellent reputation. Dr. D’s is located
at 23415 Janice Avenue in the Whidden
Industrial Park in Charlotte Harbor and
the phone number is 941-743-3677.
For the best service at a reasonable
price, call or stop by Dr. D’s Auto
Repair.

Absolute Blinds Has A Window Treatment For You
Absolute Blinds is a family-owned and
operated business running continually
for three generations in Charlotte County
since 2000. Absolute Blinds is one of the
largest and most successful licensed
window treatment companies in
Southwest Florida. With honest pricing,
vertical blinds made while you wait,
free consultation from a professional

adno=3782942-1

decorator, and the best selection
available, Absolute Blinds can fulfill all
your window treatment needs. An array
of verticals, wood plantation shutters,
horizontals, mini-blinds, pleated shades,
top treatments, cornices, draperies, Flair
21’s ADO wraps and more are among
its offerings. We offer remote control
options. Absolute Blinds is a Graber

dealer. If you need window coverings for
home or office, Absolute Blinds is there
to assist you with free estimates. The
store is at 2842 Tamiami Trail, Port
Charlotte. Past and present customers
can like Absolute Blinds’ Facebook page.
For more information, visit
www.absoluteblinds.com or call
941-627-5444.

D OES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIF Y? CALL 941-205-6406

Absolute Blinds
2842 Tamiami Trail,
Port Charlotte
call 941-627-5444

https://stayhappening.com/e/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal-E2ISTK99QOW

by: Business Observer Staff
PUNTA GORDA — Miami area aviation industry attorney and executive Patrice Robinet has donated a $2
million engine to Charlotte Technical College for student training purposes.
The apparatus, a Pratt & Whitney PW6000 turbofan engine, will be part of Charlotte Technical College’s new
program launching at Punta Gorda Airport in August 2021, according to a statement. The Charlotte County
airport is an aviation extension campus for CTC, the release adds, and the engine will provide hands-on learning
experience for aviation airframe and powerplant mechanic students. In addition to being worth more than $2
million, the engine weighs 5,000 pounds.
Stephen Nowell, founding manager of the CTC Aviation and Powerplant program and a 40-year veteran of the
aviation maintenance industry, says Robinet’s donation puts CTC students in “an elite category.”
“While knowledge of turbine engines is required for the FAA’s A&P certification exam, mechanic training rarely
involves experience with a new turbine of this caliber,” he adds in the statement. “This is a once-in-a-lifetime
training opportunity.”
As a turbofan, the PW6000 offers higher thrust and fuel efficiency, with lower noise, allowing flights in a broader
range of airports. Designed for use in 100-passenger aircraft, the engine was first adapted for use in 2005 in the
LAN Airlines Airbus A318 passenger plane — the same Airbus model used by Allegiant Air flying from Punta
Gorda Airport today, the release states.

Frank Rodriguez of Intrepid Aerospace and Sam Albornoz of Aerotech Ops (ATOPS) have been coordinating
delivery of the engine from Miami to Punta Gorda over the last several months. The engine was delivered by
ATOPS on its flatbed truck April 22. “Our students will graduate with true ‘front-line’ experience,” Nowell says.
“That’s something few schools can offer. In fact, most use non-airworthy military engines for training.”
In anticipation of the engine’s delivery, CTC instructors Martin Ricciuti and Jamie Trudeau engineered and
fabricated the engine stand on site at the program’s hangar located at Punta Gorda Airport, the release states.
Rodriguez, meanwhile, Intrepid’s vice president of sales & marketing, is also an advisory board member for
CTC’s A&P program. Understanding just how important a new-generation jet engine is to world-class student
instruction, Rodriguez began making calls to his aviation-related contacts several months ago, the release states.
Since jet engines like this can be disassembled and sold for its precious metals, it took some convincing for its
owner to part from it, the release adds.
“Sam Albornoz identified the potential donation from Halcyon, and since we both share this passion for aviation
education, we were able to convince Mr. Robinet that CTC would be a worthy recipient of such a valuable asset
and educational tool,” said Rodriguez in the statement. “We’ve all worked together with CTC to assemble all the
fundamentals, in instructional staff, curriculum and now, equipment, for a world-class program. This is an
important step forward for CTC and for Florida aviation.”
Opened in Port Charlotte in 1980, Charlotte Technical College offers more than 20 different career training
programs for full-time, part-time and dual enrollment students.
Robinet is the founder and managing director of Halcyon Aviation Capital, which finds and sells end-of-life and
other aircraft engines. Prior to Halcyon, Robinet was a partner at Akerman LLP, where led the aviation practice,
among several other career stops.
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/college-lands-dollar2m-aircraft-engine-as-gift-to-train-students

A multi-million dollar learning tool was donated to a local school.
Steven Zavalney has always loved planes.
He drove to Lakeland over the weekend to photograph an aerospace expo.
“They are magical machines,” Zavalney said.
Zavalney is retired and doesn’t need to work, but he was the first student to enroll in Charlotte Technical College’s new
aviation mechanic’s program at the Punta Gorda Airport.
There is a demand for aircraft mechanics as the airport grows, according to Punta Gorda Airport.
The program at Charlotte Technical College received $1.7 million from the state of Florida to launch the program.
“We took an empty, dirty hangar over there and cleaned it up, painted the floors and all of the new equipment,” Zavalney
said.

The program is just months away from take-off. An aircraft engine trading firm donated a 500,000-pound engine, valued at
$2 million, to the school.
The engine will give students hands-on training.
“The one that we have is actually an operating engine that we can actually start up and run and put in an airplane. And
hopefully, help the airplane move forward if need be,” said Deelynn Bennett, director at Charlotte Technical College.
High school students and adults will start classes in the fall.
“You can absolutely do it,” Zavalney said. “Just put your mind to it. Just get out there and do it.”
https://www.winknews.com/2021/04/22/aircraft-mechanics-program-opening-at-charlotte-technical-college/
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CTC receives $2 million
airplane engine

SUN PHOTOS BY OLIVIA CAMERON

The 5,000-pound engine is carefully moved to the hangar.

Donation provides
hands-on experience for
local aviation students
By OLIVIA CAMERON
STAFF WRITER

Charlotte Technical College’s aviation
extension campus at the Punta Gorda
Airport received a 5,000-pound delivery
Thursday morning.
A Pratt & Whitney PW6000 turbofan
engine, estimated at $2 million, was gifted
to the school by Patrice Robinet, managing
director of Halcyon Aviation Capital.
In the process of shipping the engine
from Brazil to Miami, Frank Rodriguez
from Intrepid Aerospace worked with Sam
Albornoz from Aerotech Ops to get the
engine to Punta Gorda.
The airplane engine donation will
beneﬁt the CTC Aviation and Powerplant
airframe mechanics program students and
give them hands-on experience before they
enter the workforce.
SEE ENGINE, 4C

Charlotte Technical Center instructors Jamie Trudeau and Martin Ricciuti
and Stephen Nowell, founding manager of the CTC program, work
together to fix the engine to its stand.

SEE HOME, 4C
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Create Your Dream Home
From The Floor Up

1

Wood Look Porcelain Tile
4 Colors in Stock
6”x36” Tiles

$ .59

sq. ft

Sale ends
5/9/21

261 W. Marion Ave. • Punta Gorda, FL
(941) 639-2610 • hesslerﬂoors.com
M-F 8am to 6pm • Sat. 9am to 5pm • Sun. 1pm to 5pm

Family
Owned
& Operated
Since 1951
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for the foundation by
donating and helping
with fundraising events.
If a GAL volunteer
meets with a child and
sees that he or she
doesn’t have clothes that
ﬁt, the GAL would apply
to the foundation to get
money for clothing. Some
of the children in the
program have never slept
in a bed until they were
taken out of their homes.
“We just got a thankyou note for beds from
a grandparent and she
wrote in the note that
the child who was 5 or 6
thought everybody slept
on the ﬂoor — had no
understanding that it’s
not normal,” Stanﬁeld
said.
To become a certiﬁed
child advocate, volunteers go through 30 hours
of training. People from
all walks of life can be
volunteers; no speciﬁc
degree or career is
needed.
“You have to have lots
of patience,” Rodriguez
said. “You plant lots of
seeds that you may or
may not see come to
fruition. Sometimes we
don’t know our impact
until a child is older,
and they’re calling their
guardian to say, ‘Oh, my
gosh, I’m graduating,’ or
‘I’m getting married.’”
“You may not always
see that come full
circle, but you trust the
process,” Stanﬁeld said.
“The work — that we’re
all able to link arms with
and accomplish — is
nothing short of life
changing.”
To learn more about
the Guardian Ad Litem
Office, visit www.
GuardianadLitem.org.
To learn more about
the Guardian ad Litem
Foundation of the 20th
Judicial Circuit, visit
www.voicesforkids.org.

ENGINE
FROM PAGE 1C
The engine was unveiled at
CTC’s aviation extension campus,
where it was lifted and moved to a
workshop in a hangar for students
to put their knowledge to the test.
CTC Director Deelynn Bennett
believes with this
kind of equipment
in their hands,
practice will make
perfect.
“The opportunity
to receive a donation like this is a
BENNETT dream come true,”
said Bennett at the
engine’s unveiling.
The PW6000 was designed with
higher thrust and lower noise. It’s
a fuel-efficient engine that allows
ﬂights from a broader range of
airports.
The turbofan was ﬁrst adapted
for use in 2005 in the LAN Airlines
Airbus A318 passenger plane
— the same Airbus model used
by Allegiant Air ﬂying from the

HOME
FROM PAGE 1C
median percentage of the original
listing price received was 100%
compared with 96.5% in March
2020. This uptick reﬂects a 3.6%
year-over-year increase.
Homes were selling quickly,
too. The median time to contract
was just 16 days compared with 51
days last year, reﬂecting a 68.6%
decrease in the time a home gets
listed.
The median time to sale in
March was 59 days versus 98 days
a year ago, for a 39.8% decrease
in the time it took for a house to
sell once the contract was signed.
Those putting their house on the
market last month had less than
two months to move out.
There were 656 closed sales in
March, up 34.2% from last year’s
489 in March.
New pending sales climbed to
730 by the end of March, up 86.2%
from March 2020 when there were
392 pending sales.
More new listings came on the
market in March — 640 compared
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Charlotte Technical College staff members manage to place the
engine on a stand after it is chained and lifted to the hangar.
Punta Gorda Airport today.
Stephen Nowell, founding
manager of the CTC A&P program
and 40-year veteran of the aviation
maintenance industry, thanked
Rodriguez for his contribution to
the school.
“Mr. Rodriguez, you produced
something that’s going to make
this school a real dot on the map,”
he said. “This is a once-in-a-lifetime training opportunity.”

The program is intended to prepare students for jobs in airplane
mechanics and provide them with
a solid education for a ﬁeld in need
of experienced workers.
“You guys have an amazing
project here,” said Albornoz at the
unveiling. “I’d be more than glad
to hire or take interns from this
college into my business. They
deserve an opportunity just like
the opportunity I received.”

with 577 the same month last year,
reﬂecting a 10.9% increase.
Inventory was lower in March
from the previous year — 475
active listings against 1,675
in 2020, for a 71.6% drop. But
pending inventory was higher
in March — 1,162 versus 580 in
2020, reﬂecting a 100.3% increase.
This is much-needed to replenish
supply, as in March there was just
a one-month supply of inventory
for single-family homes compared
with a 4.1 month supply in March
2020.
The same trend was seen
in townhouses and condos in
Charlotte County in March.
The median sale price of
$205,000 was up 20.9% from
$169,500 in March of last year, and
the average sale price of $228,283
was up 18% from last March’s
$193,500.
Sellers were getting more in
March for their units; the median percentage of the original
listing price received was at 97.2%,
up 0.7% from last year’s 96.5%.
There were 156 closed sales;
102 in March 2020, for a 52.9%
increase. There were 169 new

pending sales, up from 59 a year
ago, for a 186.4% increase.
March saw 131 new listings, up
from 99 in March 2020. Last month
had 32.3% more new listings than
a year ago the same time.
Pending inventory was up
125.6% at 194, compared with 86
units last year. This was good
for the market, as active listings
inventory was shrinking in March
when there were 112 listings
compared with 302 the previous
year, for a 62.9% decrease. Last
month there was just a 1.3 month
supply of inventory, down 64.9%
from last year’s 3.7 month supply.
Dryburgh said this summer
should be good for the area. He
said a recent TV news station ran
a story reporting Florida would
be the No. 1 destination in the U.S.
this summer.
“Key West hotel rooms that
normally go for $129 (per night)
are now $340,” he said.
He pointed out that many
visitors to Florida also take time
to look at houses and perhaps
plan their retirement or move to
our state in the near future.

Email: anna.bryson@
yoursun.com

Home equity
rates as low as

%*

3.00

APR

Our low rates make your
new kitchen a reality.
If your kitchen is working as an office, dance studio, and…a
kitchen…a home equity loan from Lake Michigan Credit
Union can make your new, improved kitchen space a reality.
With our low rates starting at 3.00% APR, now’s the time to
step into more space, a home office, or a bigger deck.
Our home equity loans feature:

To apply now, visit
HomeEquity.LMCU.org call
(844) 394-3370, or stop by your
local branch.

ENTER DAILY AT

LMCU.ORG***

Also, don’t forget to enter daily
our $50,000 home makeover.

• $0 closing costs (in most cases)**
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• Home equity line of credit option available
with interest-only payments

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate as of 3/24/21 and subject to change after account opening. Best rate available to well qualified borrowers with under 80% Combined Loan to Value (CLTV).
Assumes auto-pay from LMCU checking account. Your rate may be higher based on your specific CLTV, term, and credit score. HELOC rates are variable and based on the current index margin; rates
will not exceed 12%. Home Equity loans are available for properties located in Michigan and Florida. Fees may differ in Florida. Terms, loan amount maximums, and other restrictions apply. Call or see
branch for details. $5 membership required if not a member. **If home value is not available through LMCU's Automated Valuation Model, an appraisal may be required. Certain unique property
acquisitions including inherited or newly constructed homes may require full title. NMLS #442967. ***Contest ends May 21, 2021. You can enter once per day for the duration of the contest. Entrant
must be 18 or older and a Michigan or Florida resident. One-time entry using an LMCU ATM may become available during the sweepstakes. For a complete list of contest rules, visit LMCU.org.

From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 5:16 AM
Subject: New aircraft mechanics program planned

CHARLOTTE TECHNICAL COLLEGE PLANNING AIRCRAFT MECHANICS PROGRAM AT PUNTA
GORDA AIRPORT
Charlotte Technical College received $1.7 million from the state of Florida to launch an aviation
mechanics program at the Punta Gorda Airport. There is a demand for aircraft mechanics as the local
airport grows, according to Punta Gorda Airport. The program is just months away from take-off in a
recently renovated hangar. An aircraft engine trading firm donated an engine, valued at $2 million, to
the school to give students hands-on training. High school students and adults will start classes in the
fall, WINK News reports.

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2216594943647/gulfshore-business-daily-april-26

After becoming publicly traded last month, a rapidly rising airline company is focusing on Southwest Florida as one of its
targeted areas for growth.
Already home to 46 routes through Allegiant Air, Punta Gorda Airport picked up Sun Country Airlines as a customer on
Tuesday.
"We look forward to establishing a strong partnership and new opportunities for growth,” said Punta Gorda Airport CEO
James W. Parish.
Sun Country also added four more directs to Southwest Florida International Airport and selected St. Pete-Clearwater
International Airport as a landing spot.
The move is part of the day's larger expansion, with nine new destinations and 18 fresh nonstop routes.
A third of those routes connect through the Gulf Coast, and many involve its home base of Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport. The scheduled start dates largely fall during the traditional snowbird season later this year, usually
operating twice weekly.
The upcoming Fort Myers trips include a pair in Minnesota, Duluth and Rochester; and two in Wisconsin, Green Bay and
Milwaukee, where Southwest Airlines currently flies.

Sun Country's now offering service to five locations in Southwest Florida, the other two being Sarasota–Bradenton
International Airport and Tampa International Airport.

With flights to northern points like the Gopher State, St. Louis and Madison, Wisconsin, Fort Myers has been one of its
primary cities, its third largest in 2020 in terms of passengers, behind Minneapolis and Las Vegas, according to federal data.
Other locales haven't done as well. It dropped RSW to Puerto Rico and Cancun, Mexico, after launching those with much
fanfare.

Debuting in 1983 but only until recently seeing a significant surge in fliers, it had already widened its reach with nine other
stops earlier this year. With Tuesday’s expansion, Sun Country Airlines operates 93 routes across 69 airports in the United
States, Mexico, Central America and Caribbean.
The airline is part of a circuit of low-cost, no-frills carriers including competitors like Allegiant, Spirit and Southwest Airlines
that have become increasingly dominant in the industry.
It's betting on an upswing in travel, coming off a slow 2020 due to the pandemic.

“We know there is pent-up demand for convenient, affordable travel," Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue Officer Grant
Whitney said. “With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to offer them another
option to get away this winter to enjoy the Sunshine State.”
The fares are as low as $79 one way, Whitney said.
The company became public last month on Nasdaq, trading under SNCY. It plans its first quarterly report next week.

Florida flying
Here are the newest flights, with inaugural dates:
From Southwest Florida International Airport: Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport (Dec. 15); Green Bay Austin
Straubel International Airport (Dec. 16); Duluth International Airport (Dec. 17); Rochester International Airport (Feb. 3).
From Punta Gorda Airport: Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (Dec. 10).
From St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport: Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (Nov. 25).

Its newest airports this year
Punta Gorda Airport (PGD); St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (PIE); Rochester International Airport (RST); Green Bay
Austin Straubel International Airport (GRB); Duluth International Airport (DLH); Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport
(MKE) Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) Owen Roberts International Airport (GCM) in Grand Cayman; Providenciales
International Airport (PLS) in Turks and Caicos; Indianapolis International Airport (IND); Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport (CVG); Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU); George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH);
Bradley International Airport (BDL); John Wayne Airport (SNA) Glacier Park International Airport (FCA); Fairbanks
International Airport (FAI); Jackson Hole Airport (JAC).

Other flights added Tuesday
New flights not involving Florida:
From Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport: Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (Nov. 24); Bozeman Yellowstone
International Airport (Dec. 16); Owen Roberts International Airport (Dec. 18); Providenciales International Airport (Dec. 18).
From Duluth International Airport: Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 17).
From Green Bay Austin Straubel International Airport: Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 17).

From Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport: Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (Aug. 26); Cancun International
Airport (Dec. 18); McCarran International Airport (Aug. 26); Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 16).
From Rochester International Airport: Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Feb. 4).
Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fernandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes In the Know as part of the
USA TODAY NETWORK. Support Democracy and subscribe to a newspaper.
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/27/in-the-know-punta-gorda-airport-sun-county-airlines-flights-southwestflorida/4853745001/

Minnesota-based Sun Country Airlines will begin flying non-stop from St. Pete Clearwater airport to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport four days per week in
November
by: Business Observer Staff
CLEARWATER - St.Pete-Clearwater International Airport is adding four nonstop flights a week to Minneapolis.
Minnesota-based Sun Country Airlines will begin flying non-stop in November from the Clearwater airport to
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport four days each week – Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays.
Flights will start Nov. 25 with one-way rates as low as $79.The addition of the local flight is part of a larger
expansion for Sun Country, which describes itself as a “new breed of hybrid low-cost air career.”
The airline is adding 18 non-stop routes to nine airports. In all, it will fly 93 routes to 68 airports in the U.S.,
Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean. Among those are four in Florida, including Sarasota/Bradenton
International and Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County.
We are thrilled that Sun Country Airlines has selected Punta Gorda Airport for this new route, and we look
forward to establishing a strong partnership and new opportunities for growth,” Punta Gorda Airport CEO James
Parish says in a statement. “Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny
southwest Florida. Travelers landing at our convenient airport can enjoy an array of outdoor activities
surrounding Charlotte Harbor and can explore historic waterfront Punta Gorda to the beautiful Gulf beaches
within a 45-minute drive.”
For St. Pete.-Clearwater the announcement of the new routes comes as it, and the travel industry, slowly begins to
dig out after a calamitous year of pandemic-related slowdowns.
In March, the airport saw a 23% increase in passenger traffic when compared to last year. Despite the increase, St.
Pete Clearwater says the number of travelers was down 25% from March 2019, one of its busiest months on
record.

The airport currently offers flights to 54 locations domestically, mostly through Allegiant Air. The airline is
adding two more destinations later this year – Little Rock, Arkansas in May and Portsmouth, New Hampshire in
June.
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-rebounding-from-travel-slowdowns-adds-non-stoproutes?utm_source=Business+Observer+List&utm_campaign=ade198f8d6Daily+Brief+3.31.21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_95d3234a77-ade198f8d6-393516013

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Sun Country Airlines announced that it will begin service to Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD) from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) beginning December 10, 2021.
Sun Country will have fares are as low as $89 one-way, and Sun Country Rewards Members can earn 2x
points when booking the new flights.
New flights will operate twice weekly.
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to offer them another
option to get away this winter to enjoy the Sunshine State,” said Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue
Officer Grant Whitney.
“We are thrilled that Sun Country Airlines has selected Punta Gorda Airport for this new route, and we
look forward to establishing a strong partnership and new opportunities for growth,” said James W.
Parish, Punta Gorda Airport CEO.
Additional information:
• Fares are valid for one-way travel and are inclusive of all government taxes and fees.
• Must be purchased by 11:59 pm CT (Central Time) on May 4, 2021.
• Additional baggage and other service fees may apply.
• Seats are limited and fares may not be available on all flights or dates within the travel range.
• Valid for new bookings only.
• Fares, routes, and schedules are subject to change without notice.
• Restrictions apply.
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/sun-country-airlines-announces-new-services-to-punta-gorda-airport-fromminneapolis-st-paul-international-airport

Sun Country Airlines announced that it will begin service to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) from Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport (MSP) beginning December 10, 2021.
Sun Country will have fares are as low as $89 one-way, and Sun Country Rewards Members can earn 2x points when booking the
new flights.
New flights will operate twice weekly.
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to offer them another option to get away this
winter to enjoy the Sunshine State,” said Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue Officer Grant Whitney.
“We are thrilled that Sun Country Airlines has selected Punta Gorda Airport for this new route, and we look forward to establishing
a strong partnership and new opportunities for growth,” said James W. Parish, Punta Gorda Airport CEO.
Additional information:
• Fares are valid for one-way travel and are inclusive of all government taxes and fees.
• Must be purchased by 11:59 pm CT (Central Time) on May 4, 2021.
• Additional baggage and other service fees may apply.
• Seats are limited and fares may not be available on all flights or dates within the travel range.
• Valid for new bookings only.
• Fares, routes, and schedules are subject to change without notice.
• Restrictions apply.
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2217981944268/sun-country-airlines-announces-new-services-to-punta-gorda-airport-from-minneapolis-st-paulinternational-airport

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Sun Country Airlines will begin offering new routes to Punta Gorda Airport and Southwest
Florida International Airport (RSW) from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport on Dec. 10, 2021.
The new routes are part of a larger expansion by the airline. The airline will be offering service to Punta Gorda
Airport from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. Routes will also be available from Duluth International
Airport, Green Bay Austin Straubel International Airport and Rochester International Airport to RSW.
“Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny Southwest Florida,” James W.
Parish, Punta Gorda Airport CEO, said.
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re thrilled to be able to offer them the opportunity to
visit these incredible vacation destinations this winter,” said Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue Officer Grant
Whitney. “We’re really proud to bring our brand of convenient, affordable travel to more cities in the Upper
Midwest, so folks can enjoy the vacations they’ve been dreaming about.”
https://abc-7.com/news/2021/04/27/sun-country-airlines-announces-new-route-to-punta-gorda-airport-from-minnesota/
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Punta Gorda Airport adds new
commercial airline — Sun Country

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NATHAN KLOK

Sun Country Airlines is going to become the second commercial airline at Punta Gorda Airport.

New service will offer routes
to Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda Airport is adding
a second commercial airline to its terminal later this
year with the addition of Sun Country Airlines.
The new airline will begin service to Punta
Gorda Airport (PGD) from Minneapolis-St. Paul

International Airport (MSP) beginning Dec. 10,
2021, operating twice a week and with one-way fares
starting at $89.
“We are thrilled that Sun Country Airlines
has selected PGD for this new route, and we
look forward to establishing a strong partnership
and new opportunities for growth,” said James
W. Parish, airport CEO in a Sun Country press
release.
This is the ﬁrst commercial airline, other than
Allegiant Air, to ﬂy out of Punta Gorda since
Frontier Airlines in 2017.
SEE AIRLINE, 4A
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of thousands of passengers that Allegiant Air is
carrying out of the area
FROM PAGE 1A
annually.”
Some Charlotte County
Last year, despite
Airport Authority comcoronavirus setbacks,
missioners believe the
almost 1.2 million passenaddition is going open the gers ﬂew in and out of
door to further expansion. Punta Gorda compared
“I think that ﬁnally oth- to almost 1.65 million
er airlines are recognizing passengers in 2019.
the potential market that
“I think that Sun
PGD has,” Commissioner Country is going to be a
Robert Hancik told The
wonderful addition,” said
Daily Sun, “especially
Commissioner Vanessa
when you look at the tens Oliver. “Allegiant has had

AIRLINE

great success here and
they have been a wonderful partner to PGD.
“The addition of Sun
Country shows other
airlines that we are a
growing destination and
a great option for them as
well.”
Airport spokesperson
Kaley Miller told The
Daily Sun that Sun
Country approached them
about the new route.
“They reached out to
us just a few weeks ago to

determine what it would
take to start up here,”
Miller said. “We worked
through some basic
logistics with them.
“We have four ticket
counter spaces available
that they will utilize, and
they will be operating
under the same low-cost
structure as Allegiant.”
Miller said Sun Country
was already familiar with
Punta Gorda Airport’s
operation.
“The airline industry
is somewhat close knit,”
Miller said. “Jude Bricker
has been Sun Country’s
chief executive officer
since 2017. He was formerly the chief operating
officer at Allegiant Travel.
“So, you can say Sun
Country already knows
PGD through its executive’s past experience
with us.”
Miller went on to say
that PGD currently
doesn’t have any other
conversations going
regarding other additional airlines.

Hancik believes Punta
Gorda is a likely destination for other airlines
as the industry adapts to
new ﬂight trends.
“I think airlines −
especially in this day and
age with the absence of
historical business travelers who aren’t there − are
looking strongly at leisure
markets (like Punta
Gorda and other vacation
spots) because that’s
what the passengers are
looking for,” Hancik said.
When asked if he
thought other airlines
might show interest in
PGD, Hancik said, “Our
doors are always open.”
The new partnership
with PGD is part of a
larger expansion plan for
Sun Country, as it adds
18 new nonstop routes
and nine new airports
to its network, including
Southwest Florida
International Airport in
Fort Myers and SarasotaBradenton International
Airport in Sarasota.
“With more and more

people excited to resume
traveling, we’re excited to
be able to offer them another option to get away
this winter to enjoy the
Sunshine State,” said Sun
Country Airlines Chief
Revenue Officer Grant
Whitney in the press
release. “We’re know
there is pent-up demand
for convenient, affordable
travel, and we’re here
to help folks enjoy the
vacations they’ve been
dreaming about.”
Sun Country’s
customer experience
includes free in-ﬂight
entertainment, a new
mobile-friendly website
with more self-service
tools, and new interiors
on each aircraft.
More information
about the airline’s new
routes can be found at
SunCountry.com.
Other information is
also available at FlyPGD.
com.
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

We have a Winner
from our

Gabriella Chocolates
& Confections Quiz

Congratulations to Misty!
She won a year of FREE confections
from Gabriella’s in Venice.
Go to YourSun.com to enter
other great contests.
It PAYS to READ, PLAY and
WIN with the Venice Gondolier
& West Villages SUN.

From: Gulfshore Business Daily <newsletters@gulfshorebusiness.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:16 AM
Subject: Funds offered to small businesses, nonprofits

SUN COUNTRY AIRLINES ANNOUNCES SERVICE FROM MINNEAPOLIS TO PUNTA GORDA
AIRPORT
Sun Country Airlines on Tuesday announced that it will begin service to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD)
from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) twice weekly on Mondays and Fridays beginning
Dec. 10. Introductory fares are as low as $89 one-way. Tuesday’s announcement is part of a larger
expansion by the airline, which announced 18 new twice-weekly nonstop routes and welcomed nine
new airports to its growing network. With the expansion, Sun Country Airlines will operate 93 routes
across 69 airports in the United States, Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean. Sun Country will
now offer service to five different airports on Florida’s Gulf Coast.

Sun Country Airlines is launching air service at Punta Gorda Airport with a new route between Charlotte County and
Minneapolis.
The Minnesota-based airline said on Tuesday that it will run flights twice a week between Punta Gorda and Minneapolis on
Mondays and Fridays starting Dec. 10. To celebrate, the airline is offering introductory fares of as low as $89 one-way.
With the news, Sun Country becomes the second airline at the Charlotte County airport. Allegiant Air is the primary carrier
there; the airline serves more than 50 destinations from Punta Gorda.
“Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny southwest Florida," said James W.
Parish, Punta Gorda Airport CEO. "Travelers landing at our convenient airport can enjoy an array of outdoor activities
surrounding Charlotte Harbor and can explore historic waterfront Punta Gorda to the beautiful Gulf beaches within a 45minute drive.”
The Punta Gorda news was part of a wider announcement of service expansion from Sun Country, which announced 18 new
nonstop routes and welcomed nine new airports on Tuesday.
The airline will now offer service to five different airports on Florida’s Gulf Coast, including Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport, which it has served since late 2019.
Travel is expected to increase over the coming months as more and more people get COVID-19 vaccines.
Reaching new heights:Sarasota-Bradenton airport sets all-time passenger traffic record
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to offer them another option to get away
this winter to enjoy the Sunshine State,” said Grant Whitney, Sun Country Airlines chief revenue officer. “We’re know there
is pent-up demand for convenient, affordable travel, and we’re here to help folks enjoy the vacations they’ve been dreaming
about.”
To take advantage of the introductory fare, flights must be purchased by 11:59 p.m. central time on May 4. With Tuesday's
announcement, Sun Country Airlines will operate a total of 93 routes across 69 airports in the United States, Mexico, Central
America and the Caribbean.

Support local journalism with a digital subscription to the Herald Tribune.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/business/2021/04/28/sun-country-airlines-beginning-minneapolis-service-punta-gorda/4862622001/

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2218571101010/punta-gorda-airport-adds-sun-county-airlines-with-service-to-minneapolis-st-paul
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SUN COUNTRY
AIRLINES ADDS
SWFL FLIGHTS
Punta Gorda
Airport
among
destinations
for rapidly
expanding
carrier amid
hopes for
an upswing
in travel
GETTY IMAGES

Florida flying

In the Know

Here are the newest
flights, with inaugural
dates:

Phil Fernandez
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

After becoming publicly traded last
month, a rapidly rising airline company is
focusing on Southwest Florida as one of its
targeted areas for growth.
Already home to 46 routes through Allegiant Air, Punta Gorda Airport picked up
Sun Country Airlines as a customer on
Tuesday.
“We look forward to establishing a
strong partnership and new opportunities
for growth,” said Punta Gorda Airport CEO
James W. Parish.
Sun Country also added four more directs to Southwest Florida Regional Airport
and selected St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport as a landing spot.
The move is part of the day’s larger expansion, with nine new destinations and 18
fresh nonstop routes.
A third of those routes connect through
the Gulf Coast, and many involve its home

From Southwest Florida
International Airport:
Milwaukee Mitchell
International Airport (Dec.
15); Green Bay Austin
Straubel International
Airport (Dec. 16); Duluth
International Airport (Dec.
17); Rochester
International Airport (Feb.
3).
From Punta Gorda
Airport: Minneapolis-St.
Paul International Airport
(Dec. 10).
From St.
Pete-Clearwater
International Airport:
Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport (Nov.
25).

See FLIGHTS, Page 9A
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Flights
Continued from Page 1A

base of Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. The scheduled start
dates largely fall during the traditional
snowbird season later this year, usually
operating twice weekly.
The upcoming Fort Myers trips include Rochester, New York; Duluth,
Minnesota; and two in Wisconsin,
Green Bay and Milwaukee, where
Southwest Airlines currently ﬂies.
Sun Country’s now oﬀering service to
ﬁve locations in Southwest Florida, the
other two being Sarasota–Bradenton
International Airport and Tampa International Airport.
With ﬂights to northern points like
the Gopher State, St. Louis and Madison, Wisconsin, Fort Myers has been
one of its primary cities, its third largest
in 2020 in terms of passengers, behind
Minneapolis and Las Vegas, according
to federal data.
Other locales haven’t done as well. It
dropped RSW to Puerto Rico and Cancun, Mexico, after launching those with
much fanfare.
Debuting in 1983 but only until recently seeing a signiﬁcant surge in ﬂiers, it had already widened its reach
with nine other stops earlier this year.
With Tuesday’s expansion, Sun Country Airlines operates 93 routes across 69
airports in the United States, Mexico,
Central America and Caribbean.
The airline is part of a circuit of lowcost, no-frills carriers including competitors like Allegiant, Spirit and Southwest Airlines that have become increasingly dominant in the industry.
It’s betting on an upswing in travel,
coming oﬀ a slow 2020 due to the pandemic.
“We know there is pent-up demand
for convenient, aﬀordable travel,” Sun
Country Airlines Chief Revenue Oﬃcer
Grant Whitney said. “With more and
more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to oﬀer them
another option to get away this winter to

Sun Country is based in Minnesota. SUN
COUNTRY AIRLINES

Other flights added
Tuesday
New flights not involving Florida:
From Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport: Phoenix-Mesa
Gateway Airport (Nov. 24); Bozeman
Yellowstone International Airport (Dec.
16); Owen Roberts International Airport
(Dec. 18); Providenciales International
Airport (Dec. 18).
From Duluth International Airport:
Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport (Dec. 17).
From Green Bay Austin Straubel
International Airport: Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport (Dec. 17).
From Milwaukee Mitchell International
Airport: Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport (Aug. 26); Cancun
International Airport (Dec. 18);
McCarran International Airport (Aug.
26); Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport (Dec. 16).
From Rochester International Airport:
Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport (Feb. 4).

enjoy the Sunshine State.”
The fares are as low as $79 one way,
Whitney said.
The company became public last
month on Nasdaq, trading under SNCY.
It plans its ﬁrst quarterly report next
week.

First Sun Country. Now, Southwest Airlines is expanding in Southwest Florida.
The company announced Friday the addition of a Cincinnati flight to Southwest Florida International Airport, bringing its
total available routes locally to 23.
It also has decided to resume flights in June to Buffalo and Louisville after originally ending those with the traditional Easter
finish of snowbird stays, according to the carrier's network planners, Jeremy Ramirez and Nate Mulder.
That's all part of a larger national expansion that includes five more to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, where
Southwest Airlines debuted in February. Plus, it boosted the number of journeys through Tampa, Miami, Fort Lauderdale
and Orlando.
Industry leaders believe that with more COVID-19 vaccines, more Americans will be flying, and passenger traffic has already
been on the upswing.
Southwest Airlines says bookings for leisure trips within the United States have been improving each week since midFebruary.
Last year, 5.7 million travelers flew in and out of RSW, according to airport records. That was down from 9.6 million in 2019.
Service to Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport from Fort Myers and Sarasota is scheduled to begin June 12.
Delta and Frontier already fly between the City of Palms and the Queen City.

On Tuesday, low-cost competitor Sun Country slotted four more routes to RSW as it plans to put greater focus on the
booming Southwest Florida market. It also chose Punta Gorda Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport among
its newest landing spots, assigning them trips to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport.
The additional Fort Myers ones from Sun Country include a pair in Minnesota, Duluth and Rochester; and two in Wisconsin,
Green Bay and Milwaukee. Southwest currently flies to Milwaukee.
All of those will begin during the 2021-22 winter tourism season. Sun Country already had four previous destinations out of
Southwest Florida.

Here are the rest of the new Southwest non-stops announced Friday for Sarasota, all due to launch in early June:
► Cleveland Hopkins International Airport
► Denver International Airport
► Kansas City International Airport
► St. Louis Lambert International Airport
Based at the Naples Daily News, Columnist Phil Fernandez (pfernandez@gannett.com) writes In the Know as part of the
USA TODAY NETWORK, which supplemented this report. Check out Monday's column in the Naples Daily News,
naplesnews.com and news-press.com. Support Democracy and subscribe to a newspaper.
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/columnists/in-the-know/2021/04/30/know-another-airline-joins-sun-country-adding-flights-southwest-floridafort-myers-naples-sarasota/4893043001/?utm_source=naplesnewsDaily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

The 54 new satellite-based procedures will include arrivals and departures for
five commercial airports and 16 general aviation airports, the FAA said. Of
those, 37 procedures will be effective right away; the remaining 17
procedures will be subject to notams delaying their availability until August
12 because of the need for automation upgrades and additional training of air
traffic controllers.
August 12 is also the date when the second phase of the South-Central
Florida Metroplex is scheduled for implementation, with 93 procedures
taking effect (including the 17 procedures held over from April 22)
completing the FAA’s rollout of 11 metroplex initiatives in the national
airspace system, a modernization effort that began in 2012.
Public input on the metroplex project included 29 public workshops and two
public comment periods in 2019 and 2020, as well as the FAA responding to
3,239 comments on the project’s final environmental assessment.
AOPA has played a role in advancing the metroplex projects, while
advocating for the needs of the GA community, as a member of several
airspace-user working groups that reviewed metroplex procedures and
designs.
“Metroplex initiatives are a key component of a modernized and improved
national airspace system,” said Jim McClay, AOPA director of airspace, air
traffic, and security.
McClay urged AOPA members who expect to conduct flights in metroplex
airspace to review the newly published terminal procedures and RNAV
routes, and to check notams frequently for updates or amendments in the
coming months.
While the metroplex is expected to produce long-lasting gains in efficiency
and safety, AOPA will continue to engage with the FAA for additional
planning to manage short-term spikes in air traffic volume such as those that
can occur during holiday periods, as was the case at the end of 2020, McClay
said.

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2021/april/08/south-central-florida-metroplex-procedures-take-effect-april-22

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. April 27, 2021 – Sun Country Airlines (NASDAQ: SNCY) today announced that it will begin
service to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) from Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP) beginning December
10, 2021. Introductory fares are as low as $89* one-way, and Sun Country Rewards Members can earn 2x points
when booking the new flights.**
Today’s announcement is part of a larger expansion by the airline, as it announced 18 new nonstop routes and
welcomed nine new airports to its growing network.
The new flights will operate twice weekly.
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re excited to be able to offer them another option to
get away this winter to enjoy the Sunshine State,” said Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue Officer Grant Whitney.
“We’re know there is pent-up demand for convenient, affordable travel, and we’re here to help folks enjoy the
vacations they’ve been dreaming about.”
With today’s expansion, Sun Country Airlines will operate a total of 93 routes across 69 airports in the United
States, Mexico, Central America and Caribbean. Sun Country will now offer service to five different airports on
Florida’s Gulf Coast, providing visitors to the area with the flexibility to choose the destination airport that best
suits their needs.
“We are thrilled that Sun Country Airlines has selected Punta Gorda Airport for this new route, and we look
forward to establishing a strong partnership and new opportunities for growth,” said James W. Parish, Punta
Gorda Airport CEO. “Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny southwest
Florida. Travelers landing at our convenient airport can enjoy an array of outdoor activities surrounding Charlotte
Harbor and can explore historic waterfront Punta Gorda to the beautiful Gulf beaches within a 45-minute drive.”
Sun Country’s customer experience includes free in-flight entertainment, a new mobile-friendly website with more
self-service tools, and new interiors on each aircraft. Sun Country provides safe, reliable, hassle-free flights at

affordable prices with warm and friendly service. The airline’s mission is to connect guests to their favorite people
and places, to create lifelong memories and transformative experiences.
Sun Country Rewards members who book one of the new routes before 11:59 p.m. CT on Monday, May 3, 2021
will earn two points per dollar on their bookings. These routes are on sale now at suncountry.com.
https://www.classiccountry1045.com/local/punta-gorda-airport-adds-sun-county-airlines-with-service-to-minneapolis-st-paul/

With just a few days left for many passengers to cash in on travel vouchers doled out during the pandemic's earliest days, Sun
Country Airlines Tuesday announced a flurry of new airports and routes, including six new nonstop winter destinations for
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport travelers.
The Twin Cities-based budget carrier also will begin seasonal nonstop flights to and from Duluth and Rochester international
airports.
These were just some of 18 new routes and nine new airports joining its network next winter, reflecting people's growing desire and
willingness to travel again after the global pandemic nearly halted air travel for many months.
Sun Country typically waits until much later in the year to open its winter calendar. But given the fast-approaching April 30
booking deadline for many COVID-related travel vouchers, executives hope this gives customers the chance to apply their vouchers
toward next winter's travel — when many Minnesotans prefer to vacation.
"Even though the vouchers expire on April 30, people can book them out as far as our schedule allows them (...) so a huge amount
of time to plan," said Grant Whitney, Sun Country's chief revenue officer. "Folks are now getting more and more ready to get back
to traveling and we are really excited to get this out there and let people preplan."
Starting in late November and mid-December, Sun Country will offer nonstop service between MSP and Phoenix-Mesa Gateway
Airport, Owen Roberts International Airport in the Cayman Islands and, for the first time ever, Providenciales International Airport
in the Turks and Caicos Islands.
Sun Country is also adding MSP flights to two more Florida destinations — St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport and Punta
Gorda Airport — bringing its total to eight airports served in the Sunshine State.
The airline is also extending its summer service between MSP and Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport into a winter route
as well.
Sun Country has been cultivating its presence in both Rochester and Duluth recently through its partnership with Landline, which
shuttles passengers to MSP for their flight via bus or private car. But beginning in mid-December, residents of those communities
will be able to fly directly out of their hometown airport on Sun Country's nonstop flights to Southwest Florida International Airport
in Fort Myers, Fla. and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport.
Sun Country is fresh off a successful IPO where investors bought into its narrative as a scrappy Midwest airline with revenue
coming from three sources: commercial passengers, cargo flights for Amazon and charters. Executives are eager to show investors
they are serious about growth.
"The IPO was very successful because we had a really good story that we told well," Whitney said, "and everything in this latest
growth is just executing against that story that we told investors."
These route announcements reflect that narrative with its heavy emphasis on ferrying Midwesterners out of their winter malaise to
sunny and warm destinations. Sun Country's announcement included opening up several new Upper Midwest markets, including
Milwaukee and Green Bay.
"We just know that the demand profile in cities outside the Twin Cities are very similar to Minneapolis," Whitney said. "We feel
like our brand does a really good job in the Upper Midwest and so we are taking our service to those places on a really targeted
basis."
Kristen Leigh Painter • 612-673-4767
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21220253/sun-country-adds-18-new-routes-expanding-just-as-some-pandemic-vouchers-nearexpiration?utm_source=AIRB+ENewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB210427002&o_eid=2661H1181645I3Q&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C2661H1181645I3Q
&oly_enc_id=2661H1181645I3Q

Sun Country Airlines is adding 18 new nonstop routes this winter, adding a stop to Cayman Islands for
Midwesterners who will be aching to fly, nearly two years after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Minneapolis-based discount airline announced today, April 27, that six of the new routes will fly out of
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, with direct flights to destinations in Florida, Arizona, the Cayman
Islands, and Montana.
The routes will begin operating in November and December, with one-way fares as low as $79.
“With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we’re thrilled to be able to offer them the opportunity
to visit these incredible vacation destinations this winter,” said Sun Country Airlines Chief Revenue Officer Grant
Whitney, in a statement.
The airline currently offers scheduled passenger service on more than 80 routes to more than 50 destinations in
North America, Central America, and the Caribbean, many of which are served seasonally to match peak leisure
travel demand.

Below is a list of the new routes coming to Sun Country hubs in the Upper Midwest:
From Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport:
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (Nov. 24)
Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport (Dec. 16)
St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport (Nov. 25)
Punta Gorda Airport (Dec. 10)
Owen Roberts International Airport (Dec. 18)
Providenciales International Airport (Dec. 18)
From Duluth International Airport:
Southwest Florida International Airport (Dec. 17)
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 17)
From Green Bay Austin Straubel International Airport:
Southwest Florida International Airport (Dec. 16)
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 17)
From Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport:
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (Aug. 26)
Cancun International Airport (Dec. 18)
McCarran International Airport (Aug. 26)
Southwest Florida International Airport (Dec. 15)
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Dec. 16)
From Rochester International Airport:
Southwest Florida International Airport (Feb. 3)
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (Feb. 4)

https://www.loopcayman.com/content/sun-country-airlines-says-its-starting-service-cayman-winter

4- 27 - 2021 2:10 AM

https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/2671133/punta-gorda-airport-adds-sun-county.html

Apr. 29—Sun Country Airlines is launching air service at Punta Gorda Airport with a new route between Charlotte County and
Minneapolis.
The Minnesota-based airline said on Tuesday that it will run flights twice a week between Punta Gorda and Minneapolis on
Mondays and Fridays starting Dec. 10. To celebrate, the airline is offering introductory fares of as low as $89 one-way.
With the news, Sun Country becomes the second airline at the Charlotte County airport. Allegiant Air is the primary carrier there;
the airline serves more than 50 destinations from Punta Gorda.
"Our community is excited about welcoming new visitors from Minnesota to sunny southwest Florida," said James W. Parish, Punta
Gorda Airport CEO. "Travelers landing at our convenient airport can enjoy an array of outdoor activities surrounding Charlotte
Harbor and can explore historic waterfront Punta Gorda to the beautiful Gulf beaches within a 45-minute drive."
The Punta Gorda news was part of a wider announcement of service expansion from Sun Country, which announced 18 new
nonstop routes and welcomed nine new airports on Tuesday.
The airline will now offer service to five different airports on Florida's Gulf Coast, including Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport, which it has served since late 2019.
Travel is expected to increase over the coming months as more and more people get COVID-19 vaccines.
"With more and more people excited to resume traveling, we're excited to be able to offer them another option to get away this
winter to enjoy the Sunshine State," said Grant Whitney, Sun Country Airlines chief revenue officer. "We're know there is pent-up
demand for convenient, affordable travel, and we're here to help folks enjoy the vacations they've been dreaming about."
To take advantage of the introductory fare, flights must be purchased by 11:59 p.m. central time on May 4. With Tuesday's
announcement, Sun Country Airlines will operate a total of 93 routes across 69 airports in the United States, Mexico, Central
America and the Caribbean.

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21220656/sun-country-airlines-joins-punta-gorda-airport?utm_source=AIRB+ENewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB210429002&o_eid=2661H1181645I3Q&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C2661H1181645I3Q
&oly_enc_id=2661H1181645I3Q

