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Seven sons of a well-known Punta Gorda family served their country in several branches of the armed forces during World 
War II and the Korean War. In addition, two were at the vanguard of aviation history. 
 
Archie Bailey, born in Tallahassee, and Josephine McIntear of Bellview, Florida, were married in Arcadia on July 20, 1905, 
and came to Punta Gorda shortly thereafter. He worked at the Punta Gorda Ice Plant, then as a lineman for the DeSoto 
Telephone Company, and by the 1940s was a well-known electrician. They had 11 children, nine boys and two girls. 
 
Their oldest, Maurice, born in May 1906, enlisted in the Army shortly after his 36th birthday. He was a driver for the Red 
Ball Express, a primarily African American unit tasked with supplying front-line troops in the European Theater during 
World War II. He also served during the Korean War, making the army his career. Maurice retired as a staff sergeant and is 
interred at Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
Berlin, born in November 1912, enlisted just before his 30th birthday. He served as an Electrician’s Mate 1st Class with the 
Navy’s 3rd Construction Battalion (Seabees) in the Pacific Theatre during World War II. Upon discharge, he returned home 
and became a well-known electrician and serving for several years on Punta Gorda’s Planning Commission. 
 
Charles, born in November 1918, enlisted shortly before his 24th birthday. He’d attended Bethune-Cookman College for two 
years on a football scholarship. School founder Mary McLeod Bethune, instrumental in convincing Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
establish a flight school for African American pilots, arranged for his transfer to Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute where he 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps. Second Lieutenant Bailey, the first African American armed forces pilot from Florida, earned 
his wings in April 1943. He then joined the 99th Fighter Squadron, better known as the “Red Tail Squadron,” due to the 
planes’ color scheme, as part of the allied invasion of North Africa. After the war, he returned to Bethune-Cookman and 
earned a degree in elementary education, remaining in Volusia County to teach school. 
 
Harding was born in October 1920 and enlisted in the Navy shortly before his 22nd birthday. He served as an Electrician’s 
Mate 2nd Class aboard a destroyer escort, the USS Mason. The Mason was the Navy’s first ship with a predominantly 
African American crew during World War II and served in the Atlantic Theater. After his discharge, Harding earned a degree 
in education from Bethune-Cookman, teaching and becoming a school principal in Florida’s Brevard County. 
 
Paul, born in September 1922, joined the Army in March 1943. PFC Bailey was a chaplain’s assistant with Company D, 
2805th Engineering Battalion in the Pacific Theatre. After his discharge, he also attended Bethune-Cookman College earning 
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MAJOR EVENTS OF 2020 IN 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Murdock Village: Since the early 
1900s, this site never managed to 
take off, which was good news 
for gopher tortoises and trees, 
but bad news for investors and 
the county’s tax roll. In 2020, 
Lost Lagoon LLLP bought the 
second of  three parcels. As far 
as construction, Kolter Land 
Partners — on what is now called 
West Port — has been busy in 
2020 clearing the ancient jungle 
east of  Lost Lagoon’s site. In the 
final weeks of  2020, Lennar began 
building model homes there.

Sunseeker: Allegiant Travel Co. 
took heat several years ago from 
investors when the airline decided 
to build a large harborside resort 
in little-known Charlotte County. 
The airline was doing so well that 
executives said they could pay 
for the construction with current 
revenues. Then the revenues 
dried up in March as the pandem-
ic grounded flights worldwide. 
Allegiant pulled the plug on the 
half-built towers. Despite impres-
sive recovery compared to other 
airlines. Allegiant still has not 
restarted Sunseeker. Executives 
have asked for partner investors. 
No one knows how that’s going 
although rumors abound, in-
cluding one in which Tom Cruise 
was reportedly on site scouting 
the resort for the Church of  
Scientology. The church did not 
return calls for comment and 
Allegiant would not comment 
either.

Punta Gorda Airport Politics: With 
its one airline, Allegiant, PGD is 
considered the nation’s fourth 
most resilient airport during the 
crippling 2020 pandemic. Locals 
credit PGD’s management in 
recent years. The airport is so 
successful that local officials 
initiated a campaign in 2020 to 
sell the management rights to 
private investors in exchange for 
hundreds of  millions of  dollars 
over 40 years. The airport’s very 
success, however, managed to 
sink the first forays into privatiza-
tion with the old adage, why fix 
what ain’t broke? Some say this 
issue is not over.

Educators and Economic Development 
at Punta Gorda Airport: 
1. Charlotte Technical College
got preliminary federal approval
to start marketing its airplane
repair program to potential
students. The college built a new
parking lot and rebuilt a hangar
into a classroom in anticipation
of  this program in 2021.
2. Aeroguard, a flight school,

2020 was 
more than 

just a 
pandemic

Key achievements 

and debates 

unfolded in 2020 for 

Charlotte County
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partnered with Hodges 
University to offer bache-
lor’s degrees to students.

COVID-19 fatalities: The 
number of  dead in 
Charlotte County was 
231 as of  Dec. 29 in the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
At 122 deaths per 100,000 
population, the county 
has a higher rate of  
COVID-related death than 
the nation or the state, 
due to being one of  the 
oldest counties in the 
country.

Home Building Boom: 
Building permits are 
flying out the door for 
Charlotte County, with 
the two-year-old Babcock 
Ranch reaching 1,000 
home permits in 2020. 
Other neighborhoods 
where people seem 
to want to build most 
include two in Englewood: 
Rotonda West, the 1970s 
circular subdivision and 
South Gulf  Cove next 
door along the Myakka 
River. Real estate agents 
say the building boom is 
partly attributed to the 
fact that many homeown-
ers took their homes off 
the market during the 
pandemic to prevent the 
spread of  the virus. The 
pandemic also motivated 
many urban dwellers to 
move to non-urban areas 
like Charlotte County.

Sales Tax Success: 2020 vot-
ers overwhelmingly (68%) 
approved $20 million in 
construction projects 
adding amenities and 
public safety facilities to 
the county over the next 
six years. This is the sixth 
sales tax vote going back 
to 1994. All but one have 
been successful. County 
staff breathed a sigh 
of  relief, given that the 
extra penny of  sales tax 
represents a big chunk 
of  the county budget. 
Officials feared the 
pandemic would turn the 
public against any new 
spending, but their fears 
were not realized. So look 
forward to new bikepaths, 
fire and police stations, 
wider roads, boat ramps, 
pools, and other features 
adding to quality of  life.

Mosaic Fertilizer: The 
fertilizer giant was about 
to quietly receive its 
stormwater discharge 
permit after waiting 
two years, but locals 
caught wind and filed 
suit. Mosaic succeeded in 
intimidating one group 
by getting permission 
from a judge to pass on all 
legal costs to whoever lost 

their case. The only other 
complaint was resolved 
before a court date with 
a long heart-to-heart 
between state regulators 
and the complainant 
who had a Ph.D in 
chemistry. So Mosaic 
has at least another five 
years of  manufacturing 
phosphates at its plant in 
Bartow, where the Peace 
River gets it start before 
ending up in Charlotte 
Harbor. The fertilizer 
industry, of  which Mosaic 
is among the biggest play-
ers, also got permission 
for the first time to use 
its radioactive waste on 
government road projects. 
Environmentalists have 
already filed suit. If  they 
lose, the first batches of  
radioactive phosphogyp-
sum could be up for sale 
soon.

County and nonprofits 
rise to aid to families and 
businesses: Charlotte 
County was an early 
achiever in the pandemic. 
A team of  government 
and nonprofit staff 
quickly put together a 
program and website, 
long before Congress 
passed relief  bills. They 
distributed $7 million 
locally to families and 
individuals who lost their 
jobs or income due to the 
pandemic. The county’s 
Economic Development 
Office distributed 
$1.5 million in aid to 112 
local businesses.

StoneCrabs — end of an era: 
The farm team for Tampa 
Bay Rays fell victim 
to corporate decision 
making in major league 
baseball, as they reduce 
the number of  minor 
league teams. What or 
who will take their place 
at the Charlotte Sports 
Park?

WHAT’S UP FOR 2021?
Centennial: April 1921 was 
the start of  Charlotte 

County, separated from 
DeSoto County, and 
named based on a citizen 
survey. The pandemic 
has thrown a wrench into 
what was supposed to be 
a year of  gatherings and 
socializing in honor of  a 
Centennial. How will the 
county celebrate without 
sacrificing safety?

Punta Gorda Airport: The 
airport’s 1940s-era run-
way — the main runway 
— will be under construc-
tion requiring Allegiant 
to take off and land from 
the other runway, rebuilt 
and lengthened for this 
purpose. Airplanes will 
be coming in and leaving 
from different approach-
es. Also, construction of  
a new general aviation 
terminal should begin. 
That’s the terminal 
for everyone not on an 
Allegiant flight.

Sunseeker: Something 
has to happen with the 
stalled Sunseeker resort, 
right? Who will team with 
Allegiant to complete 
the construction of  the 
$470 million project?

Across from Sunseeker: A 
deal waits to be signed 
to develop the so-called 
Melbourne Street prop-
erty on prime harborside 
land across U.S. 41 
from a half-built resort. 
Commissioners are 
expected to make a final 
decision on the deal with 
the Arizona developer 
who owns Fishermen’s 
Village. A preliminary 
proposal had a small 
beachy restaurant with 
mostly outdoor tables, 
alongside a large boat 
storage building. Many 
citizens are upset by the 
boat storage that they will 
never use.

Arrodondo Pointe: 
Construction is expected 
to start on expanding 
Toledo Blade Boulevard 

in part two of  remak-
ing Murdock Village. 
Developer Lost Lagoon, 
named after the proposed 
waterpark, is supposed 
to start construction 
on some commercial 
structures such as a hotel. 
Will the new innovative 
downtown start to take 
shape?

Population increase: 
Commissioner Stephen R. 
Deutsch keeps warning 
the public that the county 
they consider sleepy is 
getting busier with a 
lot more people. What 
will the 2020 census say 
about Charlotte County? 
How close will it come 
to the 200,000 mark? Will 
it grow faster than its 
bigger neighbors of  Lee 
and Sarasota counties, 
because it has more open 
land? Will residents and 
officials in Charlotte 
County encourage and 
welcome new residents 
— and their tax payments 
— or try to keep a lid on 
it? In addition to new 
large subdivisions, tens of  
thousands of  empty lots 
are still available scattered 
throughout the county.

Water quality: The county 
will continue to move 
homes from septic to 
sewer, despite harsh blow-
back from some property 
owners. The county’s first 
Water Quality Director 
will be hired. What will he 
or she find out about the 
results of  thousands of  
water samples taken each 
year? Is the county testing 
where and what it needs 
to test? Is water quality 
better or worse than we 
thought? Will the public 
learn anything new?

Thanks to Brian Gleason, 
Kaley Miller, Dave 
Gammon and Donna 
Barrett for overview.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

2020
FROM PAGE 1B

SUN PHOTO BY BETSY CALVERT

Sunseeker only had its first two or three of nine floors when construction ended 
in March. Owner Allegiant Travel Co. is taking dramatic measures to boost its 
bottom line during the pandemic, but it’s not enough to restart Sunseeker 
construction. Equity partners are needed for that.



a degree in music, then graduated from the Boston Conservancy of Music. Paul became a high school music teacher in north 
Florida’s Madison County. 
 
Arthur was born in March 1925. In February 1945, he began his service with the Marine Corps. Cpl. Bailey served with the 
2nd Casual Company, Headquarter Battalion in the Pacific Theater. In the Marine Corps, a “casual company” is where men 
and women are placed awaiting permanent assignment or discharge. 
 
The youngest son, Carl, was born in September 1929. Too young to follow his brothers into World War II, he joined the Air 
Force in June 1951 and flew F-84 Thunderjets. First Lieutenant Bailey was one of only two African American fighter pilots 
from Florida during the Korean War, but saw no combat duty. Tragically he died in an automobile crash at 28 years old. 
 

 
 

The “Fighting Bailey Brothers” answered their country’s call and have been memorialized by having the passenger terminal 
at the Punta Gorda Airport named in their honor and a city park at the corner of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 
East Virginia Avenue. Five of the brothers are interred at the Lt. Carl Bailey Cemetery. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/centennial/bailey-brothers-part-of-wartime-and-aviation-history/article_aa28570a-f396-11ea-adff-835c14b01d81.html 
 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/centennial/bailey-brothers-part-of-wartime-and-aviation-history/article_aa28570a-f396-11ea-adff-835c14b01d81.html


 

 
 

 
 

 

Workers free a driver who slammed a dump truck into heavy brush next to Myakkahatchee Creek in North Port on Wednesday. 
GONDOLIER PHOTO BY CRAIG GARRETT 

 
Blood drive slated 
VENICE — OneBlood’s next blood drive in Venice is set for Tuesday, Jan. 5 and Wednesday, Jan. 6 outside 
Venice City Hall, 401 W. Venice Ave. It’ll take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on both days. 
 
“OneBlood officials encourage all city employees and members of the public who feel well to come out and 
donate the ‘gift of life’ aboard the Big Red Bus to ensure that blood is available for those patients who need it,” it 
said in a news release. 
 
It noted donating blood remains safe. 
 
“COVID-19 does not pose any known risk to blood donors during the donation process or from attending blood 
drives,” it said. ‘Donors are asked to wear a mask and will be socially distanced aboard the bus.” 
 
Donor receive a OneBlood T-shirt, a $20 Gift Card and free appetizer coupon for Carrabba’s Italian Grill, it noted. 
Donors also get a COVID-19 antibody test. 
 
For more information, or to make an appointment, visit www.oneblood.org/donate-now/ and use code #9354, the 
news release said. 
 
D u m p  t r u c k  c r a s h e s  i n t o  h e a v y  b r u s h  NORTH PORT — Emergency workers rescued a driver whose dump 
truck and trailer careened off Tamiami Trail and became wedged in the thick brush bordering Myakkahatchee 
Creek. 
 
The crash happened at about 5:15 p.m. on northbound Tamiami Trail, where the trail bridges the creek. 
 
Passing motorist Andrew Doyle arrived at the scene before police and firefighters. 
 
Doyle, who served in the Army as a first responder, said he ran to the truck and pounded on the door, but got no 
response. He attempted to help the driver, who was stuck inside his cab due to the thick brush. 
 



Emergency workers were able to get the driver out within 5 minutes of arriving, Doyle said. He was awake and 
talking with firefighters. 
 
The cause of the crash is under investigation. 
 
R u n w a y  w o r k  r e c o n s i d e r e d  
 
Reconstruction plans for Punta Gorda Airport’s main runway are at a standstill while the federal government 
decides if it wants to raise the runway by one foot. 
 
Airport Chief Executive Officer James Parish updated airport commissioners of the delay at their meeting earlier 
this month. 
 
The $15.8 million project is in the design phase, and was scheduled to begin construction in 2021. The airport has 
already rebuilt and lengthened its one other runway so that the only commercial airline, Allegiant, will have a 
place to land while the main runway is under construction. 
 
The main runway has not been rebuilt since World War II. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/venice/venice-area-news-briefs/article_bd9705a0-4b81-11eb-aef6-93afff346650.html 
 
 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/venice/venice-area-news-briefs/article_bd9705a0-4b81-11eb-aef6-93afff346650.html


 
 

 
 

  
OUR POSITION: As we eagerly jump into 2021 there are some goals we would like to share with the responsible 
parties for the new year. 
 
Many of the challenges of 2020 will unfortunately spill over into this new year, most notably the COVID-19 virus 
and how to deal with it and keep our economy healthy. 
 
The Daily Sun editorial board took a look at the new year and came up with a check list of challenges we would 
expect local government entities, businesses and our communities to meet in the next 12 months. 
 
They include: 
 
• Allegiant Travel Co. to make a decision on the future of its Sunseeker resort, whether that means selling the 
property or accessing the needed revenue to restart construction. We understand the challenges of the pandemic, 
but with a vaccine in use and the nation’s economy moving forward, albeit ever so slowly, it is time to turn the 
waterfront property into something meaningful. 
 
• For the city of North Port to settle the question of whether Wellen Park (West Villages) will be a part of the city or 
not. There is a need for the city and the residents who are suing to de-annex from it to come up with a solution 
and let the divisive distraction end. 
 
• On the subject of North Port, the city needs to get a permanent city manger in place and elect a fifth city 
commissioner in March. Then it can move forward with making key decisions on the city’s future — and, 
hopefully, addressing the much-too-long City Commission meetings. 
 
• Still fresh Sarasota County School Superintendent Brennan Asplen needs to move quickly to clean up the fallout 
from the past administration — including, of course, to make sure students in need of special education are in the 
right program and that students who are not in need of that education are in regular classes. 
 
• We would like to see a more intense collaboration between entities like the Punta Gorda Housing Authority, 
Punta Gorda City Council, Charlotte County Commission, local developers and nonprofits to address the lack of 
affordable housing. It is a problem we share with other cities throughout the nation but one we believe can be 
addressed with some out-of-the-box thinking and some resolve to get it done. 
 
• Charlotte County Sheriff Bill Prummell needs to keep past promises of being more transparent and more open to 
the public and the media. The sheriff has made some crucial progress in the department since he took over more 
than eight years ago but his policy of not sharing information, delaying information or charging high fees to access 
information is a strain on the trust the community has in his administration. 
 
• As the COVID-19 vaccine is distributed more widely in our communities we would expect a return to more 
normalcy and that means the return of festivals, outdoor concerts, movie theaters opening back up and sports 
events with full stadiums. 
 
• The Punta Gorda Airport Authority should end the back-and-forth on privatizing the facility and not bring the 
subject up again — oat least until after the 2022 elections. We expect some clarity on the topic when attorney 
Darol Carr gets a look at emails he has requested between a consultant working for the authority and the city of 
Punta Gorda. 
 
We hope, and expect, 2021 to be a year of return to normal and a season of growth in Southwest Florida. 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-2021-means-tackling-these-challenges/article_4dad8c94-4935-11eb-999b-
e3bbcc4ead05.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-2021-means-tackling-these-challenges/article_4dad8c94-4935-11eb-999b-e3bbcc4ead05.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-2021-means-tackling-these-challenges/article_4dad8c94-4935-11eb-999b-e3bbcc4ead05.html


 

 
 
 

   

 

 

https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/2309807/do-emails-show-who-wanted-to-axe-the-airport.html 
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Privatizing the Punta Gorda 
Airport may be off the table, 
but suspicions linger over who 
was trying to get rid of  the 
Airport Authority.

Some county officials see the 
recent release of  City Council 
emails as a smoking gun, but 
one of  the people that the 
gun is pointed at claims no 
involvement.

“I have never spoken to 
Mayor (Lynne) Matthews or 
the city manager about the 
Charlotte County Airport 

Authority,” Rep. Michael Grant 
told The Daily Sun in an email.

How about the airport 
authority consultant, Andrew 
Vasey? Late last year, Vasey 
joined former Airport 

Commissioner Pam Seay in 
campaigning to turn airport 
operations over to a private 
group that would pay hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars over 40 
years to the county for the 
privilege.

“I spoke to Mr. Vasey and let 
him know I was disappointed 
that the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority wouldn’t 
even look at the proposals 
to determine whether or not 
any such deal would be in the 
best interest of  the residents 
of  Charlotte County. What he 
did after that, I do not know,” 
Grant said.

In November, the Airport 
Authority voted 3-2 to end 
discussion of  a public-
private partnership, even 
with investors waiting in 
the wings. Grant’s daughter, 

Vanessa Oliver, who was 
recently elected to the 
Airport Authority, voted for 
the authority to consider 
privatization proposals during 
her first meeting.

The main reason for the 3-2 
vote was because the airport is 
doing so well, even in the midst 
of  the pandemic, that changing 
management seemed like a bad 
idea. At issue is the fact that 
the airport by law can’t spend 
its excess funds outside of  the 
airport. The public-private 
plan was a way to spend the 
income anywhere in the 
county, including on reviving 
Allegiant Airlines’ stalled 
Sunseeker resort construction.

Even Allegiant however, said 
they were not interested, and 
their vote counts more than 
anyone’s. They have effective 

veto power. Allegiant did not 
put that in writing, however, 
until after the City Council, on 
Dec. 2, agreed without a vote 
to petition the state legislature 
about the airport. The request 
was to wrest control of  the 
airport from the five-person 
authority.

It was an unadvertised 
decision made with little 
debate. City council members 
have said they only agreed to 
hear a presentation on airport 
privatization from Vasey. But 
the request to change the 
airport ownership legislation 
was drafted immediately. The 
pitch would go to county’s 
legislative delegation, which 
includes Grant.

What’s Grant’s involvement at the airport?
Emails reveal  

clues on proposed 

plans to privatize

SEE EMAILS, 4C

PHOTO PROVIDED

State Rep. Michael Grant 
(R-Port Charlotte)
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This was the pitch, that was 
rescinded a few days later:

“Knowing the quality and 
value of  work that has oc-
curred for the Public Private 
Partnership proposal, and 
knowing the value that the city 
of  Punta Gorda could derive 
from such a long term partner-
ship, the city of  Punta Gorda 
seeks the delegation’s assis-
tance in becoming the principal 
partner in the PPP in order to 
further evaluate and potentially 
execute the agreement arising 
from ownership of  the Punta 
Gorda Airport.”

“This isn’t just listening to 
a presentation,” said County 
Commissioner Joe Tiseo to 
the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization in December. 
“This is requesting that owner-
ship position. That can only be 
done legislatively.”

Contacted by The Daily Sun 
this week, Tiseo said he believes 
the emails that recently were 
released show that Grant was 
an instigator.

“He’s implicated by (Vice 
Mayor) Debbie Carey and the 
Mayor (Lynn Matthews) by 
name,” Tiseo said.

Grant’s name appears to 
come up once in the emails.

“Tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. we 
will be meeting to discuss Mike 
Grant’s request that we listen 
to details about privatizing the 
airport,” Vice Mayor Debbie 
Carey said in a Dec. 8 email to 
six people not on the council.

Matthews’ statements came 
at a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization meeting in 
December.

“There was a discussion 
that took place between the 
gentleman that did the presen-
tation to the Airport Authority 
(Vasey) and Michael Grant’s 
office, and Michael Grant’s 
office had requested that they 

communicate to us that they 
would like us to consider 
getting involved at some level ... 
We were asked to include that 
in our legislative agenda so it 
could be on the record that we 
want a seat at the table, so to 
speak,” she said.

Speaking this week, 
Matthews told The Daily Sun 
that everything was communi-
cated through the city manager, 
Greg Murray. Murray’s office 
has said he has no comment. 
Vasey has also not returned 
calls for comment.

The man who requested the 
emails is Airport Authority 
lawyer Darrol Carr, who did 
not return calls for comment or 
for information on emails from 
Vasey.

Airport Authority 
Commissioner Rob Hancik said 
he has not seen any emails. 
Even though the issue has been 
tabled, Hancik said he would 
like to get to the bottom of  
things.

“I want to find out what all 
went on with this thing,” he 
said.

Tiseo asked: “Why does 
Michael Grant want to see the 
Airport Authority dissolved?”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Punta Gorda Mayor Lynne 
Matthews defends the 
city’s position on a request 
regarding a public-private 
partnership proposal at Punta 
Gorda Airport during a City 
Council special meeting in 
December. 



 

 

 
 

 

Through Punta Gorda Airport, Allegiant Air is offering a new route to Baltimore beginning this summer. 
PHOTO PROVIDED 

 
PUNTA GORDA — A new nonstop route to Baltimore is planned to begin flying out of Punta Gorda 
Airport this summer, expanding passengers’ travel possibilities out of Charlotte County. 
 
The route to Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) in Maryland 
begins May 27, 2021, Allegiant Air announced Tuesday. To celebrate, the company is offering 
discounted one-way fares to the new destination. 
 
“We are thrilled that Allegiant is adding new nonstop service from Punta Gorda to Baltimore,” said 
Punta Gorda Airport CEO James Parish. “From Washington D.C. to Annapolis, this opens up a new 
realm of travel opportunities that we know our customers will be excited about.” 
 
The new destination will be available out of Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) twice a week. Flights must be 
purchased by Jan. 13, 2021 for travel by Aug. 15, 2021 at $59 fares. 
 
“Punta Gorda has been a popular destination for passengers up and down the Eastern seaboard,” 
said Allegiant spokesperson Hilarie Grey. “We think there is a great deal of demand in the Baltimore 
and metro D.C. area for Allegiant’s brand of service that will be well served by this new route. 
 
“We also believe many locals will take advantage of access to our nation’s capital and all the region 
has to offer as a destination.” 
 
Allegiant has already been flying passengers to Baltimore out of Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport (SRQ). 
 
“This is new for Punta Gorda Airport,” said PGD spokesperson Kaley Miller. “The Sarasota-Bradenton 
flights are Monday and Friday. Punta Gorda Airport to Baltimore will be Thursday and Sunday.” 
 



“So, whether you are using Sarasota-Bradenton or Punta Gorda Airport to get to Baltimore, you now 
have additional options for days of the week.” 
 
Allegiant, which is known for having low-cost fares, is the sole aircraft carrier at PGD. 
 
Allegiant also announced Tuesday that it will launch new nonstop flights from Sarasota-Bradenton 
to General Wayne A. Downing International Airport (PIA) in Peoria, Illinois, beginning May 27 at $59 
fares. 
 
Flight days, times and costs can be found at Allegiant.com. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/new-nonstop-route-to-baltimore-landing-at-pg-airport/article_9338ed62-54e8-
11eb-9bf1-370966e200ec.html 
 
 
 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/new-nonstop-route-to-baltimore-landing-at-pg-airport/article_9338ed62-54e8-11eb-9bf1-370966e200ec.html
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/new-nonstop-route-to-baltimore-landing-at-pg-airport/article_9338ed62-54e8-11eb-9bf1-370966e200ec.html


     
 

 
 

 
 
By: WFTX Digital Team 
Posted at 10:42 AM, Jan 12, 2021 

  
and last updated 10:42 AM, Jan 12, 2021 
 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Allegiant announced twenty-one new nonstop routes, including nine routes to 
three new cities: Portland, Oregon; Key West, Florida, and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
 
Allegiant is offering one-way fares on the new routes as low as $39. 
 
The new route to/from Baltimore, Maryland via Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall 
Airport (BWI) includes: 
 
Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning May 27, 2021, with fares as low as $59 
each way. 
 
Allegiant also announced new dates for eight routes postponed in 2020 due to the pandemic. Allegiant is 
offering one-way fares on those routes as low as $39. 
 
 
 
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport 
 
 
 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Air has added a new non-stop route from the Punta Gorda Airport to Baltimore. 
 
The new route will be non-stop flights from the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) to Baltimore/Washington International 
Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) beginning May 27. 
 
The service will operate twice weekly, airline officials say. 
 
“We are thrilled that Allegiant is adding new nonstop service from Punta Gorda to Baltimore, said PGD’s CEO James W. 
Parish. “From Washington D.C. to Annapolis, this opens up a new realm of travel opportunities that we know our customers 
will be excited about.” 
 
As a kick off to the newly added routes Allegiant is offering round-trip fairs as low as $59 each way. 
 
Click here for more information. 
 
 
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2021/01/12/allegiant-air-to-add-new-nonstop-flights-to-baltimore-from-punta-gorda/ 
 
 
 

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2021/01/12/allegiant-air-to-add-new-nonstop-flights-to-baltimore-from-punta-gorda/
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in Clarksburg, 
West Virginia to George 
Bryan and Jellette 
Fleming Bryan. He is 
survived by his wife of  
56 years, Penny Bryan, 
daughter Melany, sister 
Candy, brother-in-law 
Greg, nieces Kelly and 
Kendra and their fami-
lies, cousin Philip, and 
extended family members 
in Florida, West Virginia, 
and Ohio.

As a young man, Bill 
was smart and athletic in 
middle school and high 
school, playing baseball 
and basketball. His 
senior year of  high school 
(Broadway High), he was 
class Valedictorian.

Upon graduating from 
high school, Bill entered 
the military, going into 
the Navy. He served his 
country honorably from 
1957-1961 working in 
submarines; primarily the 
U.S.S. Barbero and a short 
time on the U.S.S. Tunny. 
He acted as an electrician 
and operated sonar devic-
es. He enjoyed his time 
in the Navy, getting to be 
underwater on subs and 
also being able to see and 
explore other countries. 
He was very proud of his 
years of  service.

After the Navy, Bill 
attended Fairmont State 
University from 1961-
1964, earning a B.A. in 
Business. During this 
time, he met and married 
his wife Penny. They then 
moved to Washington, DC, 
where he worked for about 
5 years in the Census 
Bureau. He felt that phar-
macy was his true calling, 
however.

Bill and Penny later 
moved to Morgantown, 
West Virginia, where Bill 
attended the West Virginia 
University School of  
Pharmacy and graduated 
in 1971 with a B.S. in 
Pharmacy; while Penny 
worked as a registered 
nurse at Monongalia 
General Hospital. Over 
the years they relocated to 
different areas/states — 
Bridgeport, West Virginia; 
Port Charlotte, Florida; 
Asheville, North Carolina; 
and back to Port Charlotte, 
Florida. He retired from 
pharmacy at the end of  
2012 but stayed physically 
active and mentally sharp 
until his passing. He 
remained close with many 
of his family and friends 
from childhood, the Navy, 
and pharmacy school. He 
communicated with them 
often and went to most of  
his high school reunions, 
enjoying being able to 
see his childhood/school 
friends.

Bill was an intelligent, 
generous, and thoughtful 
man — he donated to 
many charitable organi-
zations over the years. He 
liked doing crossword and 
cryptogram puzzles. He 
also had a love of  aviation; 
he enjoyed watching jets 
take off and land from 
airports.

Arrangements were 
made by Johnson-Taylor 
Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Punta Gorda, 
Florida. Bill will be in-
terred at the VA Sarasota 
National Cemetery. He did 

is survived 
by his loving wife of  50 
years, Karen Louise (nee 
Marincek), and their three 
children: Jon (Nicole); 
Meredith Meves (Patrick); 
Elizabeth Murphy (Don); 
and his brother Paul 
Karch. He will be fondly 
remembered by his five 
grandchildren: Ian & 
William Karch, Sean & 
Morgan Meves, and Miss 
Clover Murphy.

Michael was born on 
Dec. 1, 1945, in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He was 
a graduate of  The 
University of  Pittsburgh 
where he received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business. He married the 
love of  his life, Karen on 
July 25, 1970.

Michael and his 
family relocated to Port 
Charlotte, Florida in the 
fall of  1985 where he lived 
until his passing. He loved 
to golf  and go antique 
shopping on the weekends 
with Karen, affectionately 
known as K.K. He was a 
devoted Steelers football 
fan, never missing a 
chance to watch the 
game with his family and 
friends. And he loved to 
barbecue on the week-
ends, sip a well-chilled 
Manhattan cocktail, and 
toast a friend or loved one 
with a shot of  B-52.

Michael is preceded in 
death by his mother Anna 
Patricia Muldowney, and 
his father, John Charles 
Karch.

There will be a private 
memorial for family and 
friends at a later date due 
to travel restrictions.

Arrangements 
entrusted to Charlotte 
Memorial Funeral Home, 
Cemetery and Crematory. 
For more information 
or to leave an online 
condolence, please visit 
www.charlottememorial.
com.

Helen Patricia 
Newport

Helen Patricia Newport, 
age 92, of  Lake Suzy, 
Florida, passed away on 
Dec. 25, 2020. She was 

born on 
April 11, 1928, 
in Nutley, 
New 
Jersey, to 
James and 
Helen Carol 
Murren.

Her hus-
band of 65 years, Thomas 
Newport, Sr., passed away 
on Dec. 2, 2013.

Before retiring in 1987, 
Patricia was employed by 
Hoffmann-La Roche for 21 
years as an administrative 
assistant. She volunteered 
at St. Vincent de Paul 
Society at San Antonio RC 
Church for many years.

Patricia is survived 
by a daughter, Virginia 
Davis and her husband, 
Raymond of Punta 
Gorda, Florida, and a 
son, Thomas Newport, 
Jr. and his wife, Joyce, of  
Hardwick, New Jersey. 
She had five grand-
children, Randy Davis, 
Jennifer Davis, Nicholas 
Newport, Kevin Newport 
and Kristi Tanis and nine 

her adult life until moving 
back to Utah in 2011.

She was married to 
Robert “Bobby” Cagle 
who preceded her in 
death. Also preceding her 
in death are her parents, 
eight brothers and sisters, 
and father-in-law, She is 
survived by her sister, 
Naoma Karren Slaugh, 
many nieces and nephews 
and mother-in-law, Deila 
Cagle.

Graveside services will 
be held Tuesday, Jan. 
12, 2021, 2 p.m. at the 
Rock Point Cemetery in 
Vernal, Utah There will 
be a visitation at Holbrook 
Mortuary in East Mill 
Creek, Utah that morning 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Online tributes and 
messages to the family can 
be made at www.holbrook-
mortuary.com.

Annette (Leclair) 
Coakley

Annette (Leclair) 
Coakley, passed away 
peacefully at the age of  
89, on Jan. 2, 2021, after a 
short illness, surrounded 

by her lov-
ing family. 
Wife of  the 
late John F. 
Coakley.

Annette 
and Jack 
lived many 
years in 

Worcester, Massachusetts, 
before retiring to Florida 
in the early 90’s. Annette 
was an active member of  
St. Raphael’s Church and 
the Lemon Bay Garden 
Club.

She is survived by 
her children, Kathleen 
Papagni (David), Michael 
Coakley (Maureen), James 
Coakley, Ann Marie 
Cusson (Richard), John 
Coakley (Mimi), Margaret 
Cummins (Paul), T.J. 
Coakley (Monica), 
21 grandchildren, 29 
great-grandchildren, and 
her sister, Dolores Ginga 
of  Worcester.

A celebration of  her 
life will be held at a later 
date in Massachusetts. 
Donations may be made 
in her memory to St. 
John’s Food for the Poor, 
44 Temple St., Worcester, 
MA 01604.

Arrangements are by 
Lemon Bay Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services.

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A 
new nonstop route to 
Baltimore is planned 
to begin flying out of  
Punta Gorda Airport 
this summer, expanding 
passengers’ travel possi-
bilities out of  Charlotte 
County.

The route to 
Baltimore/Washington 
International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport (BWI) 
in Maryland begins 
May 27, 2021, Allegiant 
Air announced Tuesday. 
To celebrate, the compa-
ny is offering discounted 
one-way fares to the new 
destination.

“We are thrilled that 
Allegiant is adding 
new nonstop service 
from Punta Gorda to 
Baltimore,” said Punta 
Gorda Airport CEO 
James Parish. “From 
Washington D.C. to 
Annapolis, this opens 
up a new realm of  travel 
opportunities that we 
know our customers will 
be excited about.”

The new destination 
will be available out of  
Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD) twice a week. 
Flights must be pur-
chased by Jan. 13, 2021 
for travel by Aug. 15, 
2021 at $59 fares.

“Punta Gorda has 

been a popular desti-
nation for passengers 
up and down the 
Eastern seaboard,” said 
Allegiant spokesperson 
Hilarie Grey. “We think 
there is a great deal of  
demand in the Baltimore 
and metro D.C. area for 
Allegiant’s brand of  
service that will be well 
served by this new route.

“We also believe many 
locals will take advan-
tage of  access to our 
nation’s capital and all 
the region has to offer as 
a destination.”

Allegiant has already 
been flying passengers 
to Baltimore out of  
Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport 
(SRQ).

“This is new for 
Punta Gorda Airport,” 
said PGD spokesperson 
Kaley Miller. “The 
Sarasota-Bradenton 
flights are Monday and 
Friday. Punta Gorda 

Airport to Baltimore 
will be Thursday and 
Sunday.”

“So, whether you 
are using Sarasota-
Bradenton or Punta 
Gorda Airport to get to 
Baltimore, you now have 
additional options for 
days of  the week.”

Allegiant, which 
is known for having 
low-cost fares, is the sole 
aircraft carrier at PGD.

Allegiant also an-
nounced Tuesday that it 
will launch new nonstop 
flights from Sarasota-
Bradenton to General 
Wayne A. Downing 
International Airport 
(PIA) in Peoria, Illinois, 
beginning May 27 at $59 
fares.

Flight days, times and 
costs can be found at 
Allegiant.com.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

New nonstop route to 
Baltimore landing at PG Airport

Go to YourSun.com and click on NEWSLETTERS to sign up for 
this and other email newsletters including Breaking News, Morning 
Headlines, High School Preps and others. 
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Air has added a new non-stop route from the Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD) to Baltimore. 

The new route will be non-stop flights from the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) to Baltimore/Washington 
International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) beginning May 27. 

The service will operate twice weekly, airline officials say. 

“We are thrilled that Allegiant is adding new nonstop service from Punta Gorda to Baltimore, said 
PGD’s CEO James W. Parish. “From Washington D.C. to Annapolis, this opens up a new realm of 
travel opportunities that we know our customers will be excited about.”  

As a kick off to the newly added routes Allegiant is offering round-trip fairs as low as $59 each way. 

Click here for more information. 

https://abc-7.com/news/local/2021/01/12/allegiant-air-to-add-new-nonstop-flights-to-baltimore-from-punta-gorda/amp/ 

https://abc-7.com/news/local/2021/01/12/allegiant-air-to-add-new-nonstop-flights-to-baltimore-from-punta-gorda/amp/


 

    
 
fox4now.com | January  14, 2021 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — Allegiant announced twenty-one new nonstop routes, including nine routes to 
three new cities: Portland, Oregon; Key West, Florida, and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Allegiant is 
offering one-way fares on the new routes as low as $39. The new route to/from Baltimore, Maryland via 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall... 
 
 
 
https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/local-living/2143192776461/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/local-living/2143192776461/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport
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PUNTA GORDA — The Federal Aviation Administration is cracking down on unruly passengers in the 
wake of an uptick in incidents stemming from customers’ refusals to wear masks and from recent 
violence at the U.S. Capitol. 
 
FAA Administrator Steve Dickson signed a Jan. 13 order directing a stricter legal enforcement policy 
that includes fines of up to $35,000 and even imprisonment. 
 
“Flying is the safest mode of transportation and I signed this order to keep it that way,” Dickson said 
in an FAA press release. 
 
Historically, the agency has addressed unruly-passenger incidents using a variety of methods 
ranging from warnings and counseling to civil penalties. 
 
That will no longer be the case, however, as the agency plans to pursue legal enforcement action 
against any passenger who assaults, threatens, intimidates or interferes with airline crew members. 
 



The new policy is in effect through March 30. FAA representatives could not be reached for 
comment on the new policy’s cut-off date. 
 
Punta Gorda Airport spokesperson Kaley Miller said they haven’t experienced too many issues with 
unruly passengers. 
 
“Allegiant Air and local law enforcement partners based here at the airport have periodically dealt 
with unruly passengers — most often related to intoxication — and ejected them from flights at 
PGD,” Miller said. “It is usually taken care of quickly by law enforcement without issues, and the 
Charlotte County Airport Authority does not have to get involved.” 
 
In September 2020, however, a man had to be removed from an Allegiant Air flight at the Punta 
Gorda Airport because he became disruptive after asking a flight attendant to put her face mask 
back on during a pre-flight safety briefing. 
 
The travel company’s policy requires passengers to wear masks “during all phases of travel,” 
according to the company’s website. 
 
At the time of the incident, Allegiant representatives had said there are instances of customers who 
are hard of hearing or need to read lips requesting a crew member briefly remove a mask for 
clarification. 
 
As far as passengers are concerned, Allegiant spokesperson Hilarie Grey said the travel company’s 
face covering policy is “designed to ensure to the greatest degree possible that potential violators do 
not board an aircraft.” 
 
“Passengers are required to submit a health acknowledgment at check-in, which includes agreeing 
to wear a face covering throughout travel,” Grey said in an email Thursday. “That policy is enforced at 
the ticket counter and in the gate area prior to boarding. 
 
Grey went on to say that the company continues to provide health and safety kits to any passengers 
who would like them. These kits include a single-use face mask and wipes. 
 
“Our crews carry these on board the aircraft as well,” Grey said, “in case passengers need a 
replacement mask in flight for any reason — a strap breaks, mask falls to the floor, etc.” 
 
Grey said they haven’t seen a noticeable increase in unruly passengers in recent weeks but they 
support the FAA’s new policy. 
 
“We welcome the FAA’s strong stance on unruly passengers, understanding the safety risk such 
incidents can create for both passengers and crew,” she said. “While airline policies requiring face 
coverings throughout the flight are clear, additional weight of potential federal fines adds teeth to 
our crews’ efforts to ensure a safe, seamless flight experience for everyone on board.” 
 
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/faa-unruly-passengers-could-face-hefty-fines-imprisonment/article_0839eae4-
56a6-11eb-8e44-6f5c504881f3.html 
 
 
 
 

mailto:daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/faa-unruly-passengers-could-face-hefty-fines-imprisonment/article_0839eae4-56a6-11eb-8e44-6f5c504881f3.html
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/faa-unruly-passengers-could-face-hefty-fines-imprisonment/article_0839eae4-56a6-11eb-8e44-6f5c504881f3.html
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with your airline for the most updated schedules.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 
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Port Charlotte

Englewood

Fort Myers

Myakka City
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Lehigh Acres
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THE NATIONTODAY / TONIGHT

Plenty of 

sunshine

Mainly clear

HIGH 72° LOW 46°
5% chance of 

rain
0% chance of 

rain

Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

74° / 49°
0% chance of rain

WEDNESDAY

Beautiful with sun 

and some clouds

75° / 56°
0% chance of rain

THURSDAY

Pleasant with partial 

sunshine

78° / 59°
5% chance of rain

FRIDAY

Mostly sunny and 

pleasant

75° / 55°
0% chance of rain

SUNDAY

Chance for a couple 

of showers

76° / 52°
30% chance of rain

SATURDAY

47 62 70 71 70 63

Air Quality Index readings as of Monday

Main pollutant: Ozone

Punta Gorda through 2 p.m. Monday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Mon. 0.00”

Month to date 0.24”

Normal month to date 0.99”

Year to date   0.24”

Normal year to date 0.99”

Record 1.19” (2004)

High/Low 70°/50°

Normal High/Low 75°/51°

Record High 83° (1987)

Record Low 30° (2018)

Sebring through 2 p.m. Monday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Mon. 0.00”

High/Low 66°/49°

Venice through 2 p.m. Monday

24 hours through 2 p.m. Mon. 0.00”

Month to date 0.19”

Normal month to date 1.45”

Year to date   0.19”

Normal year to date 1.45”

Record 1.19” (2004)

High/Low 68°/54°

Normal High/Low 71°/51°

Record High 86° (1988)

Record Low 31° (1981)

Pollen Index readings as of Monday

Month 2021 2020 Avg. Record/Year
Jan. 0.24 1.23 1.80 :/

Feb.  2.11 2.43 :/

Mar.  trace 3.28 :/

Apr.  4.02 2.03 :/

May  4.79 2.50 :/

Jun.  9.92 8.92 :/

Jul.  8.33 8.22 :/

Aug.  9.61 8.01 :/

Sep.  8.13 6.84 :/

Oct.  3.59 2.93 :/

Nov.  6.91 1.91 :/

Dec.  2.95 1.78 :/

Year 0.24 61.59 50.65 (since 1931)

 Today Wed.

Apalachicola 63 43 s 66 51 pc

Clearwater 66 49 s 69 52 s

Daytona Beach 64 42 s 68 45 s

Fort Lauderdale 74 61 s 76 59 pc

Gainesville 64 34 s 68 41 s

Jacksonville 63 37 s 68 44 s

Key Largo 72 61 s 73 61 pc

Key West 71 64 s 71 65 pc

Lakeland 69 44 s 70 48 s

Melbourne 68 48 s 70 47 s

Miami 73 60 s 75 59 pc

Naples 72 52 s 73 53 s

Ocala 66 35 s 70 41 s

Okeechobee 71 45 s 74 49 s

Orlando 69 45 s 72 47 s

Panama City 63 47 s 65 54 pc

Pensacola 66 49 s 67 55 pc

St. Augustine 60 42 s 66 47 s

St. Petersburg 67 47 s 70 50 s

Tallahassee 64 35 s 68 44 pc

Vero Beach 69 48 s 71 49 s

West Palm Beach 72 55 s 74 55 pc

Today 6:47a 1:31a 7:46p 1:36p

Wed. 8:14a 2:50a 8:18p 2:08p

Today 5:24a 11:52a 6:23p ---

Wed. 6:51a 1:06a 6:55p 12:24p

Today 4:12a 10:42a 5:57p 11:55p

Wed. 6:06a 11:06a 6:29p ---

Today 7:19a 2:00a 8:18p 2:05p

Wed. 8:46a 3:19a 8:50p 2:37p

Today 3:39a 10:31a 4:38p 11:45p

Wed. 5:06a 11:03a 5:10p ---

 NE 6-12 1-2 Light

 ENE 6-12 1-3 Light

Ft. Myers 73/50 sun none

Punta Gorda 72/47 sun none 

Sarasota 70/46 sun none 

First

Jan 20

Full

Jan 28

Last

Feb 4

New

Feb 11

Today 11:36 a.m. none

Wednesday 12:06 p.m. 12:11 a.m.

Today 7:18 a.m. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday 7:18 a.m. 6:01 p.m.

Today 10:43a 4:33a 11:04p 4:53p

Wed. 11:25a 5:15a 11:46p 5:36p

Thu. 12:06p 5:56a ---- 6:17p

PUBLICATION DATE: 01/19/21

WORLD CITIES
 Today Wed.  Today Wed.

Amsterdam 52 45 r 49 44 sh

Baghdad 70 48 pc 67 40 pc

Beijing 37 20 pc 45 24 pc

Berlin 40 38 sn 45 40 c

Buenos Aires 86 73 s 84 71 s

Cairo 66 49 s 60 45 pc

Calgary 41 25 pc 36 20 s

Cancun 81 69 pc 81 66 pc

Cape Town 75 62 pc 82 62 s

Caracas 86 73 pc 85 72 pc

Dublin 52 39 r 40 33 r

Halifax 28 18 pc 28 15 pc

Kiev 10 1 c 19 16 c

London 52 49 r 52 40 r

Madrid 43 32 pc 47 42 r

Mexico City 73 49 s 73 51 pc

Montreal 19 13 c 19 0 sf

Moscow 8 5 c 14 5 c

New Delhi 69 50 pc 67 49 pc

Paris 46 42 c 52 45 c

Rio de Janeiro 87 76 s 86 75 pc

Rome 54 44 pc 57 51 c

St. John’s 36 25 sn 30 21 pc

San Juan 84 74 c 84 73 sh

Sydney 73 60 c 72 60 c

Tokyo 47 33 s 45 37 pc

Toronto 33 19 sf 26 23 sf

Vancouver 44 37 r 43 37 c

High   83° at Camarillo, CA Low   1° at Hallock, MN

(For the 48 contiguous states yesterday)

62°

Snow is rare in Florida. However, on Jan. 

19, 1977, snowfl akes fell for the fi rst time 

on Miami Beach.

Q: Where do most storms enter the 

United States?
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 Today Wed.

 Today Wed.  Today Wed.

Knoxville 50 33 c 46 34 pc

Las Vegas 58 42 c 61 42 pc

Little Rock 53 33 c 54 45 pc

Los Angeles 68 50 pc 75 53 pc

Louisville 42 29 sf 41 34 s

Memphis 52 34 c 53 45 pc

Milwaukee 24 14 pc 34 31 c

Minneapolis 17 9 sn 37 26 c

Montgomery 65 44 s 62 46 pc

Nashville 52 31 c 49 38 pc

New Orleans 71 52 s 69 56 c

New York City 43 31 pc 37 25 pc

Norfolk, VA 53 40 s 48 30 s

Oklahoma City 47 30 c 52 42 c

Omaha 38 25 c 47 29 s

Philadelphia 44 31 pc 38 25 s

Phoenix 68 55 c 72 55 c

Pittsburgh 33 23 sf 29 23 sf

Portland, ME 34 24 pc 32 11 pc

Portland, OR 51 35 s 47 37 c

Providence 42 28 pc 36 19 pc

Raleigh 54 35 s 49 28 s

Rapid City, SD 39 23 pc 48 24 s

Salt Lake City 39 22 s 42 26 s

St. Louis 38 28 pc 48 37 pc

San Antonio 71 51 r 59 56 c

San Diego 68 55 pc 72 54 pc

San Francisco 66 46 s 62 45 s

Seattle 48 40 pc 46 39 c

Washington, DC 49 33 pc 43 30 pc

Albuquerque 40 25 sn 47 30 pc

Anchorage 31 23 sf 29 24 sf

Atlanta 59 43 s 55 41 pc

Baltimore 46 32 pc 42 24 pc

Birmingham 58 42 r 55 43 pc

Boise 39 22 s 39 25 s

Boston 40 30 pc 36 19 pc

Buff alo 32 22 sf 27 22 sf

Burlington, VT 26 20 sf 24 4 c

Charleston, WV 43 27 sf 38 27 pc

Charlotte 56 38 s 53 31 s

Chicago 25 16 pc 32 30 pc

Cincinnati 37 27 sf 35 29 pc

Cleveland 31 24 sf 29 24 c

Columbia, SC 59 43 s 59 38 s

Columbus, OH 35 26 sf 31 25 pc

Concord, NH 34 24 pc 29 10 pc

Dallas 53 44 r 52 49 c

Denver 35 22 pc 53 26 pc

Des Moines 33 22 c 42 28 s

Detroit 31 22 sf 29 26 pc

Duluth 10 4 sf 27 19 c

Fargo 16 11 sn 39 24 c

Hartford 40 26 pc 34 17 pc

Helena 39 28 c 42 21 pc

Honolulu 77 69 sh 81 71 t

Houston 72 57 pc 70 63 c

Indianapolis 32 25 pc 34 29 s

Jackson, MS 61 46 s 62 53 pc

Kansas City 43 25 pc 52 32 s

A: 60% arrive in the Pacifi c Northwest.

The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

Jesse Jonathan Stout, 
30, 11100 block of  Royal 
Road, Punta Gorda. 
Charges: possession of  
cocaine and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: $3,000.

Juan Anibal Pabey 
Jr., 41, 18500 block of  
Satsuma Avenue, Port 

Charlotte. Charges: 
violation of  probation 
or community control 
and false ID given to 
law enforcement officer. 
Bond: none.

Shane William 
Gillis, 47, 1400 block of  
Fitzgerald Court, North 
Port. Charges: aggravated 
assault with a deadly 
weapon without intent 
to kill and criminal 

mischief-more than $1,000 
damage. Bond: $5,000.

Jorge Luis Aguirre, 26, 
1600 block of  Hempstead 
Avenue, North Port. 
Charge: operate a motor 
vehicle without a valid 
license. Bond: $1,000.

Quentin Edward 
Smith, 41, 2600 block 
of  Cadiz Street, North 
Port. Charge: DUI-third 
violation within 10 years. 

Bond: $3,500.
Olivia Dane Alfarone, 

27, of  Longboat Key. 
Charge: battery by 
intentional touch or 
strike. Bond: $1,500.

The Punta Gorda Police 
Department reported the 
following arrest:

Nicholas Martin 
Chase, 38, 22400 block 
of  Catherine Avenue, 

Port Charlotte. Charge: 
petty theft-first degree 
property $100 to under 
$300. Bond: $1,000.

Florida Highway Patrol 
reported the following arrest:

Shalimar Torres, 35, 
of  Cape Coral. Charge: 
out-of-county warrant. 
Bond: $4,000.

The Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrest:

Christopher Lee 
Pickett, 38, 100 block 
of  W. Fourth Street, 
Nokomis. Charges: 
possession of  cocaine 
and possession of  drug 
equipment. Bond: $2,000.

Compiled by Anna Bryson

POLICE BEAT

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
The Federal Aviation 
Administration is cracking 
down on unruly passengers 
in the wake of  an uptick in 
incidents stemming from cus-
tomers’ refusals to wear masks 
and from recent violence at the 
U.S. Capitol.

FAA Administrator Steve 
Dickson signed a Jan. 13 order 
directing a stricter legal en-
forcement policy that includes 
fines of  up to $35,000 and even 
imprisonment.

“Flying is the safest mode 
of  transportation and I signed 
this order to keep it that way,” 
Dickson said in an FAA press 
release.

Historically, the agency has 
addressed unruly-passenger 
incidents using a variety of  
methods ranging from warn-
ings and counseling to civil 
penalties.

That will no longer be the 
case, however, as the agency 
plans to pursue legal enforce-
ment action against any pas-
senger who assaults, threatens, 
intimidates or interferes with 
airline crew members.

The new policy is in effect 
through March 30. FAA repre-
sentatives could not be reached 
for comment on the new 
policy’s cut-off date.

Punta Gorda Airport 

spokesperson Kaley Miller 
said they haven’t experienced 
too many issues with unruly 
passengers.

“Allegiant Air and local 
law enforcement partners 
based here at the airport have 
periodically dealt with unruly 
passengers — most often 
related to intoxication — and 
ejected them from flights at 
PGD,” Miller said. “It is usually 
taken care of  quickly by law en-
forcement without issues, and 
the Charlotte County Airport 

Authority does not have to get 
involved.”

In September 2020, however, 
a man had to be removed from 
an Allegiant Air flight at the 
Punta Gorda Airport because 
he became disruptive after 
asking a flight attendant to put 
her face mask back on during a 
pre-flight safety briefing.

The travel company’s policy 
requires passengers to wear 
masks “during all phases 
of  travel,” according to the 
company’s website.

At the time of  the incident, 
Allegiant representatives had 
said there are instances of  cus-
tomers who are hard of  hearing 
or need to read lips requesting 
a crew member briefly remove 
a mask for clarification.

As far as passengers are 
concerned, Allegiant spokes-
person Hilarie Grey said the 
travel company’s face covering 
policy is “designed to ensure 
to the greatest degree possible 
that potential violators do not 
board an aircraft.”

“Passengers are required 
to submit a health acknowl-
edgment at check-in, which 
includes agreeing to wear a face 
covering throughout travel,” 
Grey said in an email Thursday. 
“That policy is enforced at the 
ticket counter and in the gate 
area prior to boarding.

Grey went on to say that the 
company continues to provide 
health and safety kits to any 
passengers who would like 
them. These kits include a 
single-use face mask and wipes.

“Our crews carry these on 
board the aircraft as well,” Grey 
said, “in case passengers need a 
replacement mask in flight for 
any reason — a strap breaks, 
mask falls to the floor, etc.”

Grey said they haven’t seen 
a noticeable increase in unruly 
passengers in recent weeks but 
they support the FAA’s new 
policy.

“We welcome the FAA’s 
strong stance on unruly passen-
gers, understanding the safety 
risk such incidents can create 
for both passengers and crew,” 
she said. “While airline poli-
cies requiring face coverings 
throughout the flight are clear, 
additional weight of  potential 
federal fines adds teeth to our 
crews’ efforts to ensure a safe, 
seamless flight experience for 
everyone on board.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

FAA: Unruly passengers could  
face hefty fines, imprisonment

New crackdown caused by increase in refusals to wear masks on flights and violence at US Capitol

SUN FILE PHOTO

Allegiant Air jets prepare to take off at the Punta Gorda Airport. The Federal Aviation 
Administration recently announced a new policy to crack down on unruly passengers.
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ENVISION.
Busey Wealth Management will design a customized plan with your goals and values at 
the forefront.

Busey’s experienced wealth management team, Brent Crawford l Executive Vice 
President, Executive Managing Director, Susan Chicone l Vice President, Private Client 
Manager and Charles Idelson l Executive Vice President, Regional President will ensure 
your dreams become reality.

Personal | Business | Wealth Managementbusey.com/wealthmanagement  239.267.6655  Member FDIC

We are an 
audiology  
practice dedicated 
to providing 
state-of-the-art 
hearing care and 
comprehensive 
vestibular evaluations. 

At Gulf Coast Audiology  
we welcome the 
opportunity to talk with 
you and to listen to your 
hearing needs. The 
decision to invest in better 
hearing is one of the most 
important you will ever 
make. Because of this, 
our goal is to provide you 
with compassionate care, 
the most current hearing 
aid technology,  and 
professional service.

When you visit Gulf 
Coast Audiology, you 
can expect expert 
assessments and 
customized treatment 
at every visit.

Dr. Drianis Duran Dr. Lizzy Burns

239-267-7888
8900 Gladiolus Dr. #201
Fort Myers, FL 33908

www.gulfcoastaudiology.com
FOLLOW US ON

SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA SINCE 2008!

11 55 66

Hearing Evaluations HHeeaarrriiiinnnngggg AAAAAiiiiddddddsssss
Accessories & Repairs Tinnniittuussss MMMMaaaannnnaaaggggeeeeemmmmmeeeeeennnnttttt

Audiologists 
Like No Other

ggg

Wishing You & Yours 
a Healthy Happy 

Prosperous New Year!

Gulf Coast 

Audiology
Experts In Hearing And Balance

Allegiant adds nonstop routes
for Key West and Punta Gorda 

Allegiant has announced new 
nonstop routes involving Punta 
Gorda and Key West:

■ To Baltimore/Washington
International Thurgood Mar-
shall Airport (BWI) in Maryland 
from Punta Gorda Airport (PDG)  
beginning May 27.

■ From Key West Interna-
tional Airport (EYW) to two 
new cities: Nashville, Tennes-
see, via Nashville International 
Airport (BNA), beginning June 
2; and Sanford via Orlando San-
ford International Airport (SFB), 
beginning June 4.

The new BWI nonstop route 
via PGD will operate twice 
weekly. 

“From Washington, D.C., to Annapo-
lis, this opens up a new realm of travel 
opportunities that we know our cus-
tomers will be excited about,” said PGD 
CEO James W. Parish.

“We are very excited to have Alle-
giant announce service into Key West 
International Airport in providing non-
stop air service into Nashville as well 
as flights from Sanford, providing local 
Floridians an option to fly and not drive 
to visit the beautiful Florida Keys,” said 
Richard Strickland, director of airports. 

Allegiant offers a unique option to 
Key West-area travelers with low base 
airfare and savings on rental cars and 
hotels. Travelers can book their entire 
vacation with Allegiant for less.

“Today, travelers are seeking destina-
tions that allow them the chance to rec-
reate in a safe way, usually outdoors,” 

said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s vice presi-
dent of revenue and planning. “Whether 
they’re into snorkeling, diving, kayaking 
or exploring the outdoors, Key West is a 
great gateway for those activities.”

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: 
ALGT) is an integrated travel compa-
ny with an airline at its heart. Since 
1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers 
in small-to-medium cities to world-class 
vacation destinations with all-nonstop 
flights and industry-low average fares. 
Today, Allegiant’s all-Airbus fleet serves 
communities across the nation, with 
base airfares less than half the cost of 
the average domestic round-trip ticket.

Fare rules, routes and schedules 
are subject to change without notice. 
Optional baggage charges and addi-
tional restrictions may apply. For more 
information, including flight days, times 
and fares, visit www.Allegiant.com. ■

COURTESY PHOTO

In May, Allegiant will offer flights to Baltimore/Wash-
ington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) in 
Maryland from Punta Gorda Airport (PDG).  
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REGISTER
NOW!

The Society for American Baseball Research
Invites you to join us

SABR DAY

Bob Costas

All baseball fans are welcome!
Details at SABR.org/SABRday

For more SABR membership information go to
www.sabr.org. Stay Baseball connected.

Allegiant announces new nonstop routes
for Key West, Punta Gorda destinations 
Allegiant has announced new 

nonstop routes involving Punta 
Gorda and Key West:

■ To Baltimore/Washington 
International Thurgood Mar-
shall Airport (BWI) in Mary-
land from Punta Gorda Air-
port (PDG)  beginning May 27.

■ From Key West Interna-
tional Airport (EYW) to two 
new cities: Nashville, Tennes-
see, via Nashville International 
Airport (BNA), beginning June 
2; and Sanford via Orlando 
Sanford International Airport 
(SFB), beginning June 4.

The new BWI nonstop route 
via PGD will operate twice weekly. 

“From Washington, D.C., to Annapo-
lis, this opens up a new realm of travel 
opportunities that we know our cus-
tomers will be excited about,” said PGD 
CEO James W. Parish.

“We are very excited to have Alle-
giant announce service into Key West 
International Airport in providing 
non-stop air service into Nashville as 
well as flights from Sanford, providing 
local Floridians an option to fly and 
not drive to visit the beautiful Florida 
Keys,” said Richard Strickland, direc-
tor of airports. 

Allegiant offers a unique option to 
Key West-area travelers with low base 
airfare and savings on rental cars and 
hotels. Travelers can book their entire 
vacation with Allegiant for less.

“Today, travelers are seeking des-
tinations that allow them the chance 
to recreate in a safe way, usually out-

doors,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s 
vice president of revenue and plan-
ning. “Whether they’re into snorkel-
ing, diving, kayaking or exploring the 
outdoors, Key West is a great gateway 
for those activities.”

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: 
ALGT) is an integrated travel compa-
ny with an airline at its heart. Since 
1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers 
in small-to-medium cities to world-class 
vacation destinations with all-nonstop 
flights and industry-low average fares. 
Today, Allegiant’s all-Airbus fleet serves 
communities across the nation, with 
base airfares less than half the cost of 
the average domestic round-trip ticket.

Fare rules, routes and schedules 
are subject to change without notice. 
Optional baggage charges and addi-
tional restrictions may apply. For more 
information, including flight days, times 
and fares, visit www.Allegiant.com. ■

COURTESY PHOTO
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

At least one commissioner on the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority wants to cancel the con-
tract of  the consultant they believe proposed an 
airport takeover by the Punta Gorda City Council.

That consultant, Andrew Vasey of  Vasey 
Aviation Group LLC, has promised to sue the 
airport authority if  they cancel the contract that 
pays him a $5,000 a month retainer through the 
end of  2021, Airport lawyer Darol Carr told the 
airport commission Thursday.

Vasey’s email to airport Chief  Executive Officer 
James Parish reads: “[P]lease be advised that 
any unilateral actions taken by the CCAA that 
are adverse to Vasey Aviation with regard to the 
existing Development Agreement prior to any 
changes agreed to among principals will result 
in the immediate commencement of  litigation by 
Vasey Aviation.” The email arrived at 1:43 a.m. 
Thursday.

Airport commissioners decided Thursday to 
delay any decision on whether to terminate the 
contract with Vasey, although Commissioner Rob 
Hancik said personally, “I’m not interested in 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Aerial view of Punta Gorda Airport, deemed 
one of the most successful in the nation. It 
has only one airline, Allegiant. Some airport 
commissioners and Allegiant oppose plans to 
privatize the airport. Others support the idea. 
The airport, however, believes a consultant 
turned against them when a majority shot down 
the privatization plan.

SEE AIRPORT, 4A

Consultant 

threatens to sue 

Airport Authority
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paying Mr. Vasey another 
$5,000 a month.”

At issue is the alle-
gation that Vasey set in 
motion a scheme in which 
the state legislature 
would dissolve the airport 
commission and hand 
authority over to the city 
of  Punta Gorda.

Carr wrote to Vasey 
on Dec. 10: “There are 
repeated public state-
ments by numerous City 
of  (Punta Gorda) elected 
and government officials 
that you approached 

them associated with 
the potential takeover of  
the airport to pursue the 
3P (Pilot Privatization 
Program) process. If  
these statements are cor-
rect this is a very serious 
breach of  your fiduciary 
duty and your contractual 
obligation to the CCAA.”

Of Vasey’s legal threat, 
Carr said that court 
action would give him 
the chance to subpoena 
records and interrogate 
witnesses.

“Then we can find out 
what really happened,” 
Carr said.

Before the alleged 
scheming was a grand 

proposal for the airport 
that was to bring in up to 
$1 billion for the county 
to use as it pleased over 
40 years. That was a plan 
to make the Punta Gorda 
Airport the first profitable 
airport in the nation, 
with airline service, to 
lease out management 
of  the airport to private 
investors. The plan was 
presented by Vasey, who 
had piloted one of  the 
first such agreements in 
Puerto Rico. He acknowl-
edged to The Daily Sun 
that he could be paid 
a percentage of  any deal. 
He had three investors 
waiting in the wings.

In December, three of  
the five commissioners 
balked at taking such 
a step with an airport 
deemed among the 
most successful in the 
nation. Some time after 
the proposal died at the 
airport commission, 
Vasey began communi-
cating with Punta Gorda’s 
new city manager, Greg 
Murray. Murray told 
the City Council in early 
December at the end of  
a meeting, that Vasey 
was proposing that the 
privatization plan could 
put the city in charge 
rather than the Airport 
Authority. The City 
Council informally agreed 
to go forward with what 
some thought was just 
another presentation. 
In fact, the city drafted 
a formal request for the 
legislature to dissolve 
the airport authority and 
hand over control to the 
city. The council with-
drew that request after 
county commissioners 
roared in protest.

Murray reiterated to 
The Daily Sun at the time 
that Vasey only wanted to 
offer a presentation to the 

council.
Mayor Lynn Matthews 

also said the council was 
led to believe that state 
Rep. Michael Grant’s 
office had requested the 
city takeover. Responding 
to The Daily Sun, Grant 
denied having communi-
cated with the city or with 
Vasey. He said he was not 
sure the city would be 
able to run the airport.

Carr told the airport 
commission that he is 
not interested in Grant’s 
involvement, and he 
believes Grant if  he sug-
gests he was not involved.

The Daily Sun has 
reached out to Vasey, 
he responded with the 
following statement 
Thursday evening:

“The Punta Gorda 
Airport is a tremendous 
asset for the community, 
and Vasey Aviation has 
worked for the Authority 
for more than a year on 
numerous development 
concepts that would bring 
private investment to the 
airport.

“The concept of  leasing 
the airport under the 
FAA Airport Investment 
Partnership Program 

(“AIPP”) as part of  a 
$1 billion transaction 
was a good one, and 
could have provided the 
community, its families 
and its future with 
countywide transit and 
broadband, expanded ear-
ly childhood education, 
STEM school programs 
for middle and high 
school students, hundreds 
of  affordable housing 
units, and millions of  
dollars of  new investment 
in economic development.

“The current Board, in 
a 3-2 split vote, disagreed 
at the time. Board mem-
bers change over time 
and this opportunity may 
present itself  again in the 
future.

“There are many other 
opportunities for private 
investment at the Airport, 
and Vasey Aviation will 
continue to work under 
its current Development 
Agreement with the 
Authority to find ways 
to create new economic 
development opportuni-
ties at the airport.”

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Charlotte County ranks 
near the top of  the list of  
metropolitan areas dominated 
by small, entrepreneurial 
businesses, Economic 
Development Director Dave 
Gammon told commissioners 
Tuesday.

As the county kicks in its 
2021 marketing campaign, it 
will, for the first time, focus 
on these small companies or 
entrepreneurs, Gammon said. 
It is a shift away from the 
conventional search for large 
employers, he said.

This year’s marketing 
campaign finds the county at 
a pivotal point, he said, with 
residential development so 
rapid, the county will soon 
experience a population boom.

“Our goal is kind of  a 
balancing act,” Gammon 
told commissioners. “How 
do we ride this wave while 
maintaining the charm and 

character of  the community?”
The county’s population 

growth has been clear since 
the recession ended, but in this 
year of  the pandemic, home 
sales and construction are 
increasing at record rates, he 
said. Home building permits 
peaked this year at 240 in the 
month of  October. Homes sales 
peaked with almost 600 in 
November alone. Thousands 
more are expected in the 
coming year as West Port, 
Rotonda and Babcock Ranch 
develop. People are moving 
to Charlotte County from 
unexpected places, including 
California and Texas. Some 

of  the people from Texas are 
Californians who tried Texas 
for its lower housing costs and 
fewer forest fires. But now, 
they are moving to Florida, he 
said. This is all on top of  the 
usual transplants from such 
cold places as the Midwest.

“We’re going to get bigger, 
that’s a given. But we can 
determine how we want to 
grow,” Gammon said.

This month, the county 
will start spending a $40,000 
advertising budget beginning 
with Google ads linked to 
key word searches, including 
“entrepreneur” or “business 
culture.” Later phases will 

include other social media 
channels, all aimed at bringing 
in people and businesses 
looking for a supportive 
business environment.

Gannon cited research 
by a new think tank called 
Heartland Forward, which 
seeks ways to revitalize the 
Midwest and secondary metro 
areas. Its experts claim that 
regions with the highest level 
of  small, entrepreneurial 
companies, experience higher 
levels of  economic growth.

The Punta Gorda statistical 
area, which includes Charlotte 

Calling all entrepreneurs to Charlotte County
Marketing plan to 

emphasize small 

companies for  

first time

SEE MARKETING, 4C

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — An outdoor 
meeting at the Open Air Studio 
kicked off what members 
hope is a new era for the Old 
Englewood Village Association.

At 37 years old, the 
association is one of  the 
oldest organizations in 
Englewood. Originally started 
as the Englewood Merchants 
Association, the nonprofit still 
functions to gather business 
people and others with 
investments in the heart of  the 
community.

In recent years, the 
association’s been known for 
hosting the yearly Halloween 
Safe Walk and other holiday 
events.

But without an ability to 
get permits for those events 
in 2020, its members had to 
rethink their approach. They 
sponsored house-decorating 
contests at Halloween and 
Christmas, while encouraging 
people to come to the business 
district to check out the 
shops and maybe get a bite 
to eat while voting on the 
decorations. 

OEVA bought the gift 

certificate prizes from local 
business owners.

In 2021, the association’s 
board wants to continue 
out-of-the box thinking while 
promoting local businesses and 
artists.

ARTS OVERLAY DELAY
At their annual board 

meeting this week, members 
talked about the Englewood 
Community Redevelopment 
Agency — which hasn’t met in 
nearly a year — and its plans 
for an Arts Overlay District.

Old Englewood Village Association wants to help businesses, artists

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Cultivating art and artists in a special overlay district near the 
West Dearborn Street area will be one of the focuses of the Old 
Englewood Village Association in the future.SEE HELP, 4C

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Neighbors who live in one 
section just north of  Edgewater 
Boulevard are fighting each 
other over the whether to 
dredge their extensive network 
of  canals.

Against the vocal objections 
of  many, Charlotte County 
commissioners earlier this 
month voted unanimously to 
go ahead with a study of  the 
bottom of  the canals to decide 
whether and where dredging is 
needed.

These are Edgewater North 
canals that have not been 
dredged since they were 
first cut out of  the landscape 
by General Development 
Corporation in the 1950s 
and 1960s, staff as well as 
Commissioner Ken Doherty 
said. The last bathymetric 
study was done in 2013 and 
recommended dredging. But 
a large number of  residents 
objected then, so dredging was 
not done. Now, many residents 
in this neighborhood did not 
want to go ahead with even the 
survey, because they oppose 
dredging. The survey would not 
increase their taxes by $20 a 
year, but dredging would.

Neighbors 
divided 

over 
dredging

Charlotte 

commissioners 

move forward with 

Edgewater North 

canal study

SEE DREDGING, 4C

By OLIVIA CAMERON
STAFF WRITER

Members and visitors gath-
ered Saturday at the Episcopal 
Church of  the Good Shepherd 
in Punta Gorda to celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of  the 
consecration of  the church.

The celebration commenced 
with a service of  mid-day 
prayer, followed by the min-
istry fair and basket auction. 
The celebration included a 

barbecue dinner provided by 
Johnny Lloyd and entertain-
ment under an outdoor tent.

Attendees were required 
to wear face masks and be 
socially distant.

“This is a wonderful cele-
bration, even in the midst of  a 
terrible pandemic,” said The 
Rev. Canon Chris Gray, who 
read journal entries from the 
first service when the first 
building was consecrated 
Jan. 25, 1896.

The original building’s 
property value was recorded at 
$1,000. The church was started 
by just 53 people.

The Rev. Canon Richard 
Norman recognized the 
church’s interior artistry and 
historical details, from the 
stained glass mural of  the 
Good Shepherd to its original 
altar and bell.

After hurricanes and 
refurbishments, the church 
now houses a fellowship hall 

and office complex along with 
the sanctuary and education 
facilities at 401 W. Henry St., 
Punta Gorda.

The Rev. Roy Tuff felt 
honored to celebrate the 
foundation’s establishment.

“It’s awe inspiring. These 
years have been accompanied 
by tears, joy and prayers,” said 
Tuff.

Punta Gorda church marks 125 years

Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd celebrates milestone Saturday

SUN PHOTOS BY OLIVIA CAMERON

Pictured from left to right: Carol Bemister, Jerilyn Schnitzel and Bill 
Shepherd

Pictured is Penny Fox and her favorite vest for sale.

Inge Kruse from the gift shop
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“You will receive my 

undivided attention 

from start to fi nish.  
No substitutes.”

Comprehensive Skin Cancer Exam • Skin Cancer Surgery 

• Cosmetic Removals • Mole, Wart, Tag & Cyst Removals • Acne 
• Rosacea • Psoriasis (UVA, UVB) • Allergies • Eczema  • Hives

• Skin Rashes • Hair & Nail Diseases • Sclerotherapy • Skin Rejuvenation 

& Nutrition Counseling • Anti-Aging And Longevity

Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center
3280 Tamiami Trail, Suite 20 | Port Charlotte

941-625-2878 | www.TotalSkinCareCenter.net

TOTAL SKIN CARE SPECIALIST

41 Years of Dedication

Dr. Stephen Chiarello, 
MD PA 

Board Certifi ed In Dermatology 
And Internal Medicine Most Insurances Accepted.
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County, is a newcomer to this 
list, the Heartland researchers 
state. It shows up as No. 4 of  
375 metropolitan areas with 
so-called young firms, or 
companies less than six years 
old. It shows up as No. 7 when 
the factor of  employees with 
college level education or 
higher is included. It joined 
the list as 30 of  the top 30 most 
dynamic metropolitan areas 

for the first time this year.
Heartland describes Punta 

Gorda as being home to 
many small family-owned 
companies set up to serve 
the tourism, retirement and 
resort communities here. 
Cape Coral, Fort Myers and 
other Southwest Florida 
communities are ranked 
closely with Punta Gorda.

The focus on tourism makes 
Punta Gorda particularly 
vulnerable to the pandemic 
shutdowns, Heartland notes.

“These firms typically lack 

the financial resources to stay 
open without revenue for a 
few months, so we are at risk 
of  losing an entire cohort of  
young firms as a result of  
COVID-19,” wrote Ross DeVol, 
Heartland President.

On a down note, Heartland 
charts a steady decline of  
these small businesses in the 
United States since 1993. Both 
Heartland and Gammon said 
these businesses need a lot of  
support from government and 
experienced advisors. To that 
end, Gammon said, the county 

is setting up a website where 
these businesses can find 
instructions on permitting and 
other assistance.

To attract these companies, 
Gammon said, the county is 
working with property owners 
on creating attractive work 
sites. That means redeveloping 
places like Promenades Mall, 
the Port Charlotte Town 
Center mall, Sunloft and Sun 
Trust in Punta Gorda. It also 
means highlighting places 
like The Hatchery at Babcock 
Ranch. And it means bringing 

in new business to land around 
the Punta Gorda Airport.

Heartland’s Devol 
summarized the goal to 
achieve economic energy. 
“We must support this group 
of  small firms and change 
our economic development 
paradigm over the long 
term towards supporting 
entrepreneurs start and scale 
up their firms.”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

MARKETING
FROM PAGE 1C

Sarasota County set 
up the district in 1999. 
Encompassing several 
blocks around Dearborn 
Street and McCall Road, 
it’s designed to re-inject 
tax dollars into projects 
that improve the area 
and gradually increase 
property values.

The CRA and Sarasota 
County planners 
were gearing up for a 
street-wide parking and 
sidewalk redesign last 
year, and an engineering 
firm submitted designs.

The agency, which 
includes a volunteer 
advisory board, is also 
working on a Arts 
Overlay District for 
the central part of  the 
district. The arts district 
is centered on West 
Dearborn, Elm Street 
and Old Englewood Road. 
Inside it, some county 
zoning rules are relaxed. 
Artists’ homes can have 
open houses as galleries 
and sell their work. A 
two-chair hair salon 
could offer haircuts and 
other styling services. 
Internal sidewalks 
and pathways are 
encouraged.

The mixed-use 
component is designed 
to allow office spaces in 
homes and apartments 
above or behind shops 
and is intended to 

encourage home-based 
office, art gallery, artist 
studio, and bed-and-
breakfast establishments, 
as well as low-intensity 
office, professional and 
institutional uses that 
attract visitors, residents 
and more businesses.

The concept, members 
say, works well in other 
communities and could 
in Englewood.

But some members 
complained that 
government is moving 
slowly to set up the 
district.

“This is something 
we’ve been working on 
for 10 years now,” board 
member Evelyn Dales 
said.

“The problem is you 

never get the same 
answer from one county 
planner to another. We 
have to iron out the 
zoning. We have to have a 
budget for the project. We 
have to work closer with 
the county,” Dales said.

Understanding there’s 
new representation 
from a Sarasota County 
commissioner who lives 
in Englewood, members 
said they will reach out 
to Ron Cutsinger for help 
in moving forward with 
the Arts Overlay District.

Members wondered 
when the CRA will begin 
having meetings again. 
The office has been 
closed since March due 
to COVID-19.

They also hoped 

Sarasota County will 
issue permits for more 
events on Dearborn 
Street. Currently, 
the county allows for 
farmers’ markets along 
Dearborn Street, while 
most other activities are 
on hold until the virus 
abates.

“We have had no 
luck getting insurance 
coverage during the 
pandemic,” Nancy 
McCune, board secretary. 
“So even if  we wanted to 
sponsor events, we would 
have a difficult time 
insuring them. We hope 
to return to normalcy 
later this year. For now, 
we can’t even get event 
permits from the county.

“We are looking to 
engage artists working 
in all media be it visual, 
musical, literary or 
culinary.”

For more information 
about OEVA visit 
EnglewoodFL.org or call 
941-275-2899.

Email: elaine.allen@
yoursun.com

HELP
FROM PAGE 1C

“I don’t think dredging 
is going to solve the 
problems,” said resident 
Jack Cronkwright. He 
and others pay to dredge 
the area in the canal 
at their own residence. 
They don’t want to incur 
additional expense in 
neighborhood property 
taxes for the project.

“We don’t need 
another expensive 
bathymetric survey” 
said Tom Vick. “The 
county keeps forcing 
dredging on us.”

Other recent residents 
said they fear their 
property values will 
drop as the canal fills in.

“We purchased a 
home on the waterway 
expecting it would be 
maintained,” said Keith 
Wolbert.

Those who oppose 
dredging tell their 
neighbors in favor 
that they should have 
realized when they 
bought that the canal 
might not be navigable, 
several on both sides 
said. They said people 
without boats should 
not have to pay for those 
who do.

At the commission 
meeting, many 
neighbors asked to 
disband the citizen 
advisory group, called 
a Municipal Service 
Benefit Unit. An 
apparent majority of  
MSBU members have 
opposed dredging, 
leading both sides 
to accuse the other 
of  working against 
the interest of  the 
community.

Commissioner 
Stephen R. Deutsch 
scolded the neighbors 
for treating each other 
with mistrust and failing 
to find a compromise.

“I’m a little taken 
aback by some of  
the behavior that I 
understand has existed 
at some of  the MSBU 
meetings ... The key to 
this is participate, show 
some respect, listen to 
each other.”

The county is a 
waterfront community, 
Deutsch said.

“We have to find a way 
to maintain the quality 
of  our waterfront and 
our access to the Gulf,” 
he said.

Deutsch added that 
dredging the canals 
will improve the water 
quality.

Staff from the 
state’s Department 
of  Environmental 
Protection, which 
regulates dredging, 
said that is true if  
the dredging is done 
properly. The state 
requires contractors 
use controls that limit 
how much of  the silt is 
stirred up and spread 
into the water. Following 
regulations also keeps 
the sediment from filling 
back in right away.

Too much sediment 
can lower water quality 
by reducing oxygen 
levels and by increasing 
the accumulation of  
road runoff pollutants, 
said Alexandra Kuchta, 
deputy press secretary.

“Removal of  this 
enriched sediment may 
improve water depths, 
as well as improve water 
quality,” Kuchta said.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

DREDGING
FROM PAGE 1C

Old Englewood 
Village Association
The Old Englewood 

Village Association is 

a 501©(4) nonprofit at 

1811 Englewood Road 

No. 186, Englewood.

New board members 

include president Eric 

Peterson, vice president 

Robert Reil, secretary 

Nancy McCune, and 

directors John Watson, 

Todd Tracy, Les 

Bernstein and Evelyn 

Dales.

For more information, 

visit englewoodfl.org or 

call 941-275-2899.

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

At right: Doug Izzo, new executive director of the 
Englewood Chamber of Commerce, introduces 
himself to the Old Englewood Village Association 
and guests at the annual meeting. Izzo grew up in 
Englewood.

KEEP THE HEAT OUT AND THE COOL IN!
Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home is 

easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. With 

this great offer, you save money on your window project – 

and you’ll also save on high energy bills for years to come!

70%
MORE ENERGY 
EFFICIENT IN 

SUMMER2

Helps keep 
the heat 

out and the 
cool in.

SmartSun 
glass

40%
Windows and Patio Doors!

OFF1

BUY 
ONE
GET 
ONE

Minimum purchase of 4. Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

4
AND
$0 Money Down, $0 Interest,

$0  Monthly Payments for 12 months¹

Offer Ends March 31 
Call for your FREE in-home consultation.

844-957-3570

“ My overall experience was great. I love the window, and from sales to scheduling, the 
experience was very good. The installers are highly skilled professionals and I 
would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.”

LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

4.7 out of 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money 
down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 7/1/2020 and 3/31/2021. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or 
equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid 
before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without 
regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and 
offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Los 
Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. All other license numbers available upon request. Some 
Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window u-factor to the u-factor for clear 
dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “ENERGY STAR” is 
a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12288                     
                          *Using U.S. and imported parts.
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ENGLEWOOD CAR WASH 
& DETAIL CENTER

287 South Indiana Ave. (next to shell gas station)

941-681-2167 • OPEN MON-SUN 8-5

www.englewoodcarwash.us.com
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$3 OFF ROYAL 
TREATMENT WASH

Expires 2/6/2021. Must Present Ad.

800-749-8219 4135 SE County Rd 760 Arcadia, FL joshuacitrus.com

Honeybells! 
Shipping 
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Airline passenger traffic 
dropped 28% in the Punta Gorda 
Airport in 2020 compared the 
prior year, and that’s good news, 
the airport’s chief  executive 
officer said Thursday.

“There are airports our size 
that are down 80%,” CEO James 
Parish told the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority in a year-end 
analysis.

Losing passengers means losing 
the airport’s per enplanement 
passenger facility charge of  $4.50.

Allegiant Airlines and other 
direct-flight budget airlines that 
focus on leisure travel have fared 
better than the legacy airlines, 
which had relied on business 
travelers. Allegiant is Punta 
Gorda’s only airline. Despite the 
pandemic, Allegiant added four 
new destinations to its list of  
cities served, which now numbers 
51.

Two of  the new routes are 
seasonal: Chicago and Savannah, 
Georgia. Two are full time, 
Houston and Baltimore.

For the first quarter of  fiscal 
2021, fuel sales are down only by 
7% for airline fuel. Sales of  a fuel 
type for personal planes at the 
Punta Gorda airport was up 7% in 
the first quarter as private pilots 
took the air.

Punta Gorda passenger 
numbers were climbing to new 
heights in January and February 
of  2020, but dropped 93% in April. 
They have been climbing back 
up, but were still down 35% in 
December, according the airport 
numbers.

Loss of  passengers means loss 
of  other revenue including a 19% 
drop in parking fees, 20% drop 
in car rentals, a 26% drop in food 

Punta Gorda 
airline traffic, 
other airport 
revenues fell 

in 2020
Major construction 

continues due in part 

to federal aid
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and beverage sales and 
a 27% drop in ground 
transportation fees.

To keep it going, 
the airport received 
$23.8 million in federal 
relief  earlier in the year 
as Congress passed the 
first pandemic bill aimed 
at keeping the economy 
and essential services 
afloat.

Some of  the airport’s 
biggest projects continue, 
including rebuilding 
the main 1940s runway. 
That’s possible because 
the $16.4 million project 
is funded 90% by the 
federal government, 5% 
by the state and 5% by 
the airport.

A $3.6 million long 
term parking lot, nearly 
complete, is being funded 
half  by the airport 
authority and half  by 
fees charged in car 
rentals.

Building a new general 
aviation terminal 
and surrounding 
infrastructure is expected 
to cost $16.3 million using 
federal and local money. 
Construction has already 
begun.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1C
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ALL EVENTS WILL HAVE A LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
AND PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.

17162 Toledo Blade Blvd., Port Charlotte

Freedom Rehab Aquatic 
Therapy and Balance Center

WEIGHT LOSS 
FOR FREEDOM 
WORKSHOP

FREEDOM 
FROM FALLS 
WORKSHOP

ACHIEVE 
VIRTUAL 
FREEDOM 
WORKSHOP

LIVE AQUATIC 
SESSION

Saturday, 
February 20th 
at 5:00 P.M.

Sunday, 
February 21st 
at 2:00 P.M.

Saturday, 
February 27th 
at 5:00 P.M.

Sunday,
February 28th 
at 2:00 P.M.

Are you frustrated with your extra pounds 
and wish there were a simple,fun, and 
gentle way to break free from what is 
weighing you down? This workshop does 
not only provide useful tips and tricks on 
nutrition, losing weight and the right ways 
to exercise, we are going to demonstrate 
our highly effective WEIGHT LOSS FOR 
FREEDOM water aerobics and land 
strengthening hybrid weight reduction 
program. Not only will you have great info 
and a demonstration, you’ll leave with an 
aquatic exercise home program you can do 
in your own pool!

Do you have the nagging fear that you are 
one fall away from a disaster? We will teach 
you fall prevention tips and tricks that you 
can start doing today to keep you safe and 
FREE FROM FALLS!

Are you tired of cookie-cutter physical 
therapy programs that leave you with little 
results over long periods of time? We will 
educate you on the exciting technology of 
virtual reality rehabilitation. In this lecture 
you will be shown how VR works and give 
you the opportunity to experience this fun 
and exciting technology yourself!

We at Freedom Rehab Aquatic Therapy 
and Balance Center will be demonstrating 
a live aquatic session while teaching you 
what you can do in your own pool. You 
will walk away with more knowledge on 
the core muscles and how they work 
to protect your spine and improve your 
balance and you will have a home exercise 
program to take home!

Don’t wait another day to arm yourself 
with ways to improve your health! CALL TODAY!

941-400-1505

When Event About

ad
no

=3
77
50
63
-1

Check Out The Stories of Healthcare Heroes Who
 Made An Impact in Our Community & Vote!

VOTING ENDS SUNDAY, JANUARY 31

Powered by

YourSun.com

Join Us in Honoring Healthcare Workers in Our 
Community for the great work they do every day

HEALTHCARE HEROES

Janice Gail Nord, M.D. Mathew Bauerle, APRN

Steven D. Christesen, M.D.Stephanie Leathers, RNKandi McCoo, RN

Presented by
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Authority lawyer was 
unfair to Vasey
Editor:

At Thursday’s Airport 
Authority meeting, I heard the 
authority’s attorney on several 
occasions saber-rattling and 
name-calling against the 
airport’s consultant. As the 
immediate past chair of  the 
Authority, I clearly recall the 
year of  his contract with the 
Airport. In his dealing with 
us, Mr. Vasey was nothing less 
than a professional advisor and 
advocate of  the airport, just as 
he has been for some 14 years 
in his work for the airport.

Mr. Vasey was asked to 
bring to the airport ideas 
for economic development 
that specifically included P3 
programs — public private 
partnerships. One of  the many 
ideas he brought to the airport 
involved an FAA approved 
program called Airport 
Investment Partnership 
Program, AIPP. This program 
had the potential to bring 
up to $1 billion (yes, billion 
with a B) into the airport and 
Charlotte County from an 
outside investor. That the AIPP 
gained so much attention was 
no surprise. In a challenging 
financial time when COVID-19 
has depleted resources and 
caused hardship to us all, this 
was an intriguing idea worthy 
of  due diligence. It deserved 
a review but was instead 
dismissed out of  hand.

Mr. Vasey acted in a 
responsible manner to bring 
the AIPP as well as many 
other ideas to the airport. That 
the airport’s attorney should 
recommend that the Authority 
not pay their consultant for 
his work and thereby breach 
their agreement seems 
irresponsible. If  Mr. Vasey 
should choose to sue for the 
amount rightly due to him, I 
wouldn’t blame him a bit.

Pamella A. Seay
Port Charlotte

Buy out Vasey contract 
and take your losses
Editor:

My dad taught me a great 
lesson: Sometimes paying for 
a mistake; cutting my losses; 
or being taken by a trusted 
friend, should be looked at like 
a cheap lesson.

To the Punta Gorda Airport 
Authority I say, buy out 
Vasey’s contract and send him 
packing. The $55,000.00 (11 
months pay) is a really cheap 
lesson.

The lesson here?: Don’t hire 
mergers and aquisition groups 
to advise on the airport. Why 
do you need advice to fix what 
ain’t broken? Let Mr. Carr 
be your guide. He is your 
“solicitor.” Hire local, if  you 
must.

I will be happy to advise in 
Vasey’s capacity as a citizen 
for free. I have nothing to gain 
but what I already have: My 
small, manageable, beloved 
Charlotte County.

Bill Kitsch
Punta Gorda
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Airline passenger traffic dropped 28% in the Punta Gorda Airport in 2020 compared the prior year, and 
that’s good news, the airport’s chief executive officer said Thursday. “There are airports our size that are 
down 80%,” CEO James Parish told the Charlotte County Airport Authority in a year-end analysis. 
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By: WFTX Digital Team 
Posted at 12:04 AM, Jan 26, 2021 and last updated 2:35 PM, Jan 26, 2021 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — President Joe Biden issued a new federal mask mandate that’s changing the way 
people use public transportation during the pandemic. 
 
The executive order aims to help curb the spread of Covid-19 by making face coverings mandatory for 
boarding planes, buses, or trains. 
 
It also requires mask wearing for all federal property and airports. 
 
The airports in Fort Myers and Punta Gorda say the mandate would help reinforce the rules they’ve 
already set in place. 
 
“For informal gatherings, like airports or public transportation buses, the chance of spread is much higher 
in these circumstances. It’s much higher than when we are passing someone on the street,” said Dr. Jay 
Gupta, a professor at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
 
The expert in epidemiology believes a nationwide mandate for high-volume places could make a big dent 
in covid cases down the road. 
 
In 2019, Punta Gorda Airport saw more than 1.6 million passengers and Southwest Florida International 
Airport saw more than 10 million. 
 
At this time, Southwest Florida International Airport and Punta Gorda Airport say they’re waiting for further 
guidance on additional measures for the federal mask mandate. 
 
 
https://www.fox4now.com/news/coronavirus/president-bidens-new-federal-mandate-requires-masks-for-all-public-transportation 
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Did you know that the Charlotte County area—before it was even Charlotte County—was one of the leading 
suppliers of our nation’s pineapples in the early 1900s? 
 
Or that the first female superintendent of schools in the State of Florida was elected right here in Charlotte County 
in 1937? 
 
How about that the Punta Gorda Airport was built by the US Army Air Corp as a training facility for pilots during 
WWII? 
 
Or that Theodore Roosevelt once came to Punta Gorda to try his hand at catching a record-breaking giant manta 
ray? 
 
There’s much to be learned about our community’s history. And to get 
started, all you need to do is take a stroll—more like several strolls—
throughout the City of Punta Gorda and stare at some walls, where, thanks 
to the Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society, 31 murals will help tell you the 
story of Punta Gorda through art. Just make sure to have your smartphone 
with you. 
 
Punta Gorda's Newest Murals 
 



While on your strolls through history, you’ll definitely want to check out the two newest murals: “Pages From Our 
Library’s Past” and “Historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field.” 
 

 “Pages From Our Library’s Past,” painted by Skip Dyrda (his fourth in Punta 
Gorda), tells the story of Punta Gorda’s library. Gaylord related that the society 
had been approached by Charlotte County as the new Punta Gorda Charlotte 
Library was being designed as there was a large, plain wall—perfect for a 
mural—abutting Shreve Street. “And it was obvious that the thing we wanted 
to capture was the history of our library,” she explained. “We’ve had a library 
here since 1908.” This is the library’s sixth location. 
 
Work began on the mural in February 2020 and took five months to finish, 
thanks in part to the pandemic. But the wait was worth it. “[Dyrda] basically 
created a scrapbook … That particular mural could handle a lot of detail,” 
Gaylord said, “because you can walk right up to it and read it.” He recreated old 
newspaper clippings that can actually be read. There are 275 books, 94 of which 
have legible titles painted on them … maybe you can find one of your favorites 
amongst them? The books are each painted to closely resemble the spine of the 
original published work. “He did a lot of research.” 
 
Perhaps the most inconspicuous detail, the various butterflies and moths on 
the mural all come from Charlotte Taylor’s hand drawn workbook. Taylor, an 
entomologist, was the mother in law of Isaac Trabue, Punta Gorda’s founder. 
Her daughter, Virginia Trabue, gave the work to someone upon her death and 

it eventually found its way to a yard sale, where it was purchased and shown to former State Representative and 
local historian Vernon Peeples, who immediately recognized it for what it was. 

 
 “Historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field,” located at Veterans Park 
on Nesbit Street, was painted in just 12 days in December. The 
artist, Keith Goodson, is from Lake Placid where he has painted 
19 of the town’s 49 murals, and Gaylord explained that they had 
been wanting him to paint a mural in town for awhile. 
 
The mural tells the history of the Punta Gorda Airport, which was 
built by the US Army Corp as a training grounds in 1943. By 
February 1944, 1,097 enlisted men and 44 officers had been 
assigned to the base along with 103 aircraft. The Punta Gorda 
Army Air Field was deactivated on September 1, 1945 and turned 
over to Charlotte County. It has been in use ever since. There had 
previously been a mural depicting this history at the airport itself, 
but it (and many other murals) were destroyed by Hurricane 

Charley. The Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society had always wanted to recreate the mural, but the rebuilt airport 
didn’t offer the right kind of wall space for a mural. 
 
When a new wall was constructed at Veterans Park, the society met with General Dick Carr of the Vietnam Wall of 
Southwest Florida (also located in Veterans Park) and Frank Desguin of the Charlotte County Historical Society to 
determine how to best represent our community’s military history. Gaylord recalled, “Everyone agreed the biggest 
thing to happen in the armed forces in Punta Gorda was the building of the air field.” 
 
They didn’t plan on doing two last year, but despite the pandemic, 2020 ended up being a very fruitful year for the 
society. 
 



It was their 25th anniversary and several big fundraisers had been planned. Published in 
December 2019, their 25th anniversary book, Painting the Town: 25 Years of Murals, 
History and the Stories Discovered Along the Way, has “been selling like hotcakes,” 
Gaylord said. And at their 25th anniversary reception in January, the society auctioned 
off all the physical renderings of the murals around town. “We had the first rendering 
and the second rendering [for all the murals] so we had over 50 of them,” making it was 
a very successful fundraiser. 
 
Once the pandemic hit, the society recognized that there were so many other nonprofits 
in the community that needed immediate funds, so when the 2020 Giving Challenge 
rolled around, they didn’t make a big push for donations. But their supporters gave 
anyway. “The community is just so supportive of the mural society,” Gaylord said. “I’m 
in awe of it. It’s an amazing community.” 
 
As such, they found themselves with the funds needed for another mural. Then came the 
call from Goodson saying that he was available in December. Before you knew it, 
planning was underway for “Historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field.” 
Sales from their website shop, a partnership with Fine Art America, also help raise funds 
for new murals and mural renovations. 
 
 
 

 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/venicestyle/news/punta-gordas-historic-murals-preserve-the-community-s-rich-history/article_511ef408-5b5f-
11eb-a465-c3200e58e970.html 
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Allegiant adds nonstop routes
for Key West and Punta Gorda 

Allegiant has announced new 
nonstop routes involving Punta 
Gorda and Key West:

■ To Baltimore/Washington
International Thurgood Marshall 
Airport (BWI) in Maryland from 
Punta Gorda Airport (PDG)  
beginning May 27.

■ From Key West Interna-
tional Airport (EYW) to two 
new cities: Nashville, Tennes-
see, via Nashville International 
Airport (BNA), beginning June 
2; and Sanford via Orlando San-
ford International Airport (SFB), 
beginning June 4.

The new BWI nonstop route 
via PGD will operate twice 
weekly. 

“From Washington, D.C., to Annapo-
lis, this opens up a new realm of travel 
opportunities that we know our cus-
tomers will be excited about,” said PGD 
CEO James W. Parish.

“We are very excited to have Alle-
giant announce service into Key West 
International Airport in providing non-
stop air service into Nashville as well 
as flights from Sanford, providing local 
Floridians an option to fly and not drive 
to visit the beautiful Florida Keys,” said 
Richard Strickland, director of airports. 

Allegiant offers a unique option to 
Key West-area travelers with low base 
airfare and savings on rental cars and 
hotels. Travelers can book their entire 
vacation with Allegiant for less.

“Today, travelers are seeking desti-
nations that allow them the chance to 
recreate in a safe way, usually outdoors,” 

said Drew Wells, Allegiant’s vice presi-
dent of revenue and planning. “Whether 
they’re into snorkeling, diving, kayaking 
or exploring the outdoors, Key West is a 
great gateway for those activities.”

Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: 
ALGT) is an integrated travel compa-
ny with an airline at its heart. Since 
1999, Allegiant Air has linked travelers 
in small-to-medium cities to world-class 
vacation destinations with all-nonstop 
flights and industry-low average fares. 
Today, Allegiant’s all-Airbus fleet serves 
communities across the nation, with base 
airfares less than half the cost of the aver-
age domestic round-trip ticket.

Fare rules, routes and schedules 
are subject to change without notice. 
Optional baggage charges and addi-
tional restrictions may apply. For more 
information, including flight days, times 
and fares, visit www.Allegiant.com. ■

COURTESY PHOTO

In May, Allegiant will offer flights to Baltimore/Wash-
ington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) in 
Maryland from Punta Gorda Airport (PDG).  
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OUR POSITION: We believe a proposed marketing idea being considered by Charlotte County is different enough that it could turn 
out to be a model for growth. 
 
Charlotte County Economic Development Director Dave Gammon recently presented an outside-the-box strategy for how the 
county can grow its inventory of businesses. 
 
Gammon's presentation was in preparation for a 2021 marketing campaign that targets a different kind of business. And it makes 
some sense. 
 
How many years has the county — actually every county in every state in the nation — sought to get large corporations to relocate? 
Counties and cities for years have tried to outbid each other to be the next home for Amazon, Google or an auto parts manufacturer. 
Granted, one big score can do a lot for the local economy. But in reality, there was a lot of time, money and effort spent on futile 
campaigns. 
 
And, to be honest, people in Charlotte County have made it clear they don't want to be a manufacturing center. They don't want big 
office buildings on the waterfront. They like things pretty much as they are. 
 
But, growth is essential — and it's happening naturally with building permits skyrocketing. 
 
So Gammon is pushing an effort to lure small entrepreneurs to the area. We're not necessarily talking mom and pops but small 
business ventures that can offer jobs — good-paying jobs — while not taxing the county's resources or making a big footprint that 
would require a large output in services. 
 
In a The Daily Sun story by Betsy Calvert, Gammon talked about a think tank called Heartland Forward which is looking at ways to 
revitalize the Midwest and smaller metro areas. It claims regions with the highest level of small companies experience higher levels 
of economic growth. 
 
Surprisingly, the Punta Gorda Metropolitan Statistical Area (all of Charlotte County) is showing up on a list of 375 metropolitan 
areas with the most "young firms" — companies less than six years old. The down side to all this is many of these businesses 
struggle to survive the first few years. 
 
Gammon is proposing financial advisors, county government and others can work to help these businesses — including a website to 
offer instruction on how to get permits and other assistance. Gammon said property owners can offer up attractive locations for 
small businesses. He mentioned possibly finding homes in places like the Town Center mall, Sunloft and Sun Trust in Punta Gorda 
and The Hatchery in Babcock Ranch. And, of course, there is a lot of opportunity on land surrounding the Punta Gorda Airport that 
would be ripe for small businesses. 
 
Gammon is spending a modest $40,000 to kick off the campaign to attract these types of businesses. That's not a huge investment to 
test the waters. 
 
The idea of 10 small businesses with maybe 100 new jobs paying property taxes in 10 locations that might be spread out and not 
confined to one area is interesting. It would mean less congestion and a wider variety of opportunities both for the entrepreneurs and 
employees with different skills to offer. 
 
The idea is not the type that will make an immediate impact on  the local economy. It will take a while to see this to fruition and 
discover the viability of it all. 
 
But after years of chasing the big kill, we like the idea of looking for small game. We believe people who live here like that idea 
too. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-charlotte-has-right-idea-for-growth/article_71d69ec6-60fa-11eb-858d-2f56f1d1ae90.html 
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Allegiant Air provides new nonstop flights 
from Punta Gorda to Baltimore 
By Avi Adkins Last updated Jan 29, 2021 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Florida – Allegiant Air has added a new non-stop route from Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) to 
Baltimore. 
 
The new route will be non-stop flights from Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) to Thurgood Marshall International Airport 
(BWI) in Baltimore / Washington from May 27th. 
 
The service operates twice a week, airline officials say. 
 
“We are thrilled that Allegiant is adding a new non-stop service from Punta Gorda to Baltimore,” said James W. 
Parish, CEO of PGD. “From Washington DC to Annapolis, this opens up a new realm of travel opportunities that we 
know our customers will love.” 
 
To kick off the newly added routes, Allegiant is offering round-trip air shows for just $ 59 each way. 
 
Click here for more information. 
 
 
https://swfloridadailynews.com/allegiant-air-provides-new-nonstop-flights-from-punta-gorda-to-baltimore/ 
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Allegiant affords new routes from Punta Gorda 
Airport 
By Avi Adkins Last updated Jan 30, 2021 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Florida – Allegiant announced twenty-one new non-stop routes, including nine routes to three 
new cities: Portland, Oregon; Key West, Florida; and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

Allegiant is offering one-way fares on the new routes from $ 39. 

The new route to / from Baltimore, Maryland via Thurgood Marshall International Airport (BWI) in Baltimore / 
Washington includes: 

Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – starting May 27, 2021 with prices starting at USD 59 each 
way. 

Allegiant also announced new dates for eight routes that have been postponed due to the 2020 pandemic. Allegiant 
offers one-way fares on these routes starting at $ 39. 
 
 
https://swfloridadailynews.com/allegiant-affords-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport/ 
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Donald “Don” Lee 
Donald “Don” Lee, of 

Punta Gorda, Florida, 
passed away Monday, 
Jan. 25, 2021, at the age of 
91. Born in Philadelphia 
to Raymond C. Lee and

Mary 
Katherine 
(O’Brien), 
Lee he 
was the 
youngest 
of  seven 
children.

Don 
was active all of  his 
life in aviation. Don, a 
pilot with thousands 
of  hours of  flight time, 
owned and operated an 
aviation and marine 

accident investigation 
service out of Southeast 
Pennsylvania for many 
years.

In late 1994, Don helped 
a friend sail his boat to 
Punta Gorda, Florida. 
Don decided to stay, and 
“retire.” Instead, Don 
became active in the com-
munity. Don was encour-
aged to pursue election 
to the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority, which 
he first won in 1998, and 
then won three subse-
quent elections, serving 
until 2014.

Over the course of 
those 16 years, Don repre-
sented the airport on the 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, helping 
bring new economic 
activity to the county. 
Don coordinated recov-
ery efforts following the 
devastation of Hurricane 
Charley in 2004. Don 
was also instrumental 
in bringing passenger 
service to Punta Gorda’s 
airport.

Don and his friend, 
Lionel Schuman (The 
“Wrong Brothers”) 
constructed the “Yellow 
Bird” — a yellow, life-
sized replica airplane 
that was enjoyed in the 
Christmas Parades for 
many years.

Don returned to the 
Philadelphia area often 
for family gatherings 
at his brother’s home 
in Medford Lakes, New 
Jersey.

He is survived by his 
daughters, Beth Lee and 
Peggy Lee-Clark; son, 
John Lee; his brother, 
Robert Lee; and many 
nieces and nephews. Also 
survived by his long-time 
special friend, Jean 
Benjamin.

Out of respect for all 
during the pandemic, 
memorial services will be 
held at a later date.
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Allegiant Announces Major Service Expansion With 21 New Nonstop 
Routes, Three New Cities 
 
Announcement includes eight routes delayed in 2020 due to the pandemic 
 
LAS VEGAS, Jan. 12, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) today announces 21 new nonstop routes, including 
nine routes to three new cities: Portland, Oregon; Key West, Florida, and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Included as part of 
today's announcement are eight routes that were delayed in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. To celebrate the new 
service, Allegiant is offering one-way fares on the new routes as low as $39.* 
 
"Today, travelers are seeking destinations that allow them the chance to recreate in a safe way, usually outdoors," said 
Drew Wells, Allegiant's vice president of revenue and planning. "The three cities we're adding to our network – Key West, 
Portland and Jackson Hole – are gateways to some of the United States' most scenic destinations, including national parks 
and other outdoor attractions that are in high demand." 
 
New service from Jackson Hole Airport (JAC) includes: 
 
Los Angeles, California via Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) – beginning June 2, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each 
way.* 
Phoenix, Arizona via Phoenix Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) – beginning June 2, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each way.* 
Las Vegas, Nevada via McCarran International Airport (LAS) – beginning June 4, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
Reno, Nevada via Reno-Tahoe International Airport (RNO) – beginning June 4, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
New service from Key West International Airport (EYW) includes: 
 
Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville International Airport (BNA) – beginning June 2, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each way.* 
Sanford, Florida via Orlando Sanford International Airport (SFB) – beginning June 4, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each 
way.* 
New service from Portland International Airport (PDX) includes: 
 
Santa Maria, California via Santa Maria Airport (SMX) – beginning April 15, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
Monterey, California via Monterey Regional Airport (MRY) – beginning May 28, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
Idaho Falls, Idaho via Idaho Falls Regional Airport (IDA) – beginning May 28, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
New service from General Wayne A. Downing International Airport (PIA) includes: 
 
Sarasota, Florida via Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) – beginning May 27, 2021 with fares as low as $59 
each way.* 
Denver, Colorado via Denver International Airport (DEN) – beginning May 28, 2021 with fares as low as $39 each way.* 
The new route to/from Charleston, South Carolina via Charleston International Airport (CHS) includes: 
 
Belleville, Illinois/ St. Louis, Missouri via MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (BLV) – beginning May 28, 2021 with fares as low as 
$49 each way.*   
The new route to/from Baltimore, Maryland via Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) 
includes: 
 
Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) – beginning May 27, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each way.*  
In addition to these new routes, Allegiant is announcing new dates for eight routes that were postponed in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. Allegiant is offering one-way fares on those routes as low as $39.* 
 
The rescheduled routes to Norfolk International Airport (ORF) include: 
 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania via Pittsburgh International Airport (PIT) – beginning June 3, 2021 with fares as low as $49.* 
Columbus, Ohio via Rickenbacker International Airport (LCK) – beginning June 3, 2021 with one-way fares as low as $49.* 
The rescheduled route to Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville International Airport (BNA) includes: 



 
Greensboro, North Carolina via Piedmont Triad International Airport (GSO) – beginning June 3, 2021 with fares as low as 
$39 each way.* 
The rescheduled route to/from Boston, Massachusetts via Boston Logan International Airport (BOS) includes: 
 
Grand Rapids, Michigan via Gerald R. Ford Airport (GRR) – beginning March 5, 2021 with fares as low as $49 each way.* 
The rescheduled route to/from Louisville, Kentucky via Louisville International Airport (SDF) includes: 
 
Charleston, South Carolina via Charleston International Airport (CHS) – beginning May 28, 2021 with fares as low as $49 
each way.* 
The rescheduled route to/from Myrtle Beach, South Carolina via Myrtle Beach International Airport (MYR) includes: 
 
Knoxville, Tennessee via McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS) – beginning June 2, 2021 with fares as low as $39 each way.* 
The rescheduled routes to/from Hudson Valley, New York via New York Stewart International Airport (SWF) include: 
 
Destin, Florida via Destin-Fort Walton Beach Airport (VPS) – beginning June 13, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each way.* 
Savannah, Georgia via Savannah International Airport (SAV) – beginning May 26, 2021 with fares as low as $59 each way.*   
Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found only at Allegiant.com. 
 
*About the introductory one-way fares: 
Seats and dates are limited and fares are not available on all flights. Flights must be purchased by Jan. 13, 2021 for travel by 
Aug. 16, 2021. Price displayed includes taxes, carrier charges & government fees. Fare rules, routes and schedules are 
subject to change without notice. Optional baggage charges and additional restrictions may apply. For more details, 
optional services and baggage fees, please visit Allegiant.com. 
 
Allegiant – Together We FlyTM 
 
Las Vegas-based Allegiant (NASDAQ: ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, focused on 
connecting customers with the people, places and experiences that matter most. Since 1999, Allegiant Air has linked 
travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-nonstop flights and industry-low average 
fares. Today, Allegiant's all-Airbus fleet serves communities across the nation, with base airfares less than half the cost of 
the average domestic roundtrip ticket. For more information, visit us at Allegiant.com. Media information, including photos, 
is available at http://gofly.us/iiFa303wrtF 
 
Media Contact 
Phone: 702-800-2020 
Email: mediarelations@allegiantair.com 
 
SOURCE Allegiant Travel Company 
 
Related Links 
http://www.allegiantair.com 
 
 
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-announces-major-service-expansion-with-21-new-nonstop-routes-three-new-cities-301205841.html 
 
 

http://www.allegiantair.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/allegiant-announces-major-service-expansion-with-21-new-nonstop-routes-three-new-cities-301205841.html


 
 

 
 
New Flights to Florida’s South-Central Gulf Coast Set to Begin May 27 
 
Allegiant Air announced today it will offer new nonstop service 
between Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall 
Airport and Punta Gorda, Florida, beginning May 27, 2021. Allegiant’s 
new seasonal service will operate twice per week, on Thursdays and 
Sundays, between BWI Marshall and Punta Gorda Airport. Allegiant 
Air first started service at BWI Marshall in April 2016. 
 
“As we near five years of service from Allegiant, we’re thrilled that the 
airline continues to offer new flight options for our customers,” said Ricky Smith, Executive Director of BWI Marshall 
Airport. “Punta Gorda, with its history and pristine natural beauty, will be a popular destination for travelers. We welcome 
this added ultra-low-fare service from our partners at Allegiant.” 
 
With the new Punta Gorda route, Allegiant will now serve six markets from BWI Marshall, adding to existing service to 
Sarasota and Destin-Fort Walton Beach, Florida; Asheville, North Carolina; Savannah, Georgia and Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 
As more people return to air travel during the COVID-19 recovery, BWI Marshall remains the busiest airport in the region. 
The airport and its partners are focused on safe and healthy travel. Customers are reminded the BWI Marshall Airport 
terminal remains open only to ticketed passengers and employees, and that masks or face coverings are required in the 
terminal. 
 
Other health and safety initiatives at BWI Marshall include enhanced cleaning and sanitation; hand sanitizer dispensers 
throughout the terminal; protective barriers at security checkpoints, ticket counters and information desks; and physical 
distance markers in high-traffic areas. Health and safety information is provided on information displays and overhead 
announcements. 
 
 
 
https://www.bwiairport.com/flying-with-us/about-bwi/press-media/january-12-2021-allegiant-adds-service-between-bwi-marshall 
 
 

https://www.bwiairport.com/flying-with-us/about-bwi/press-media/january-12-2021-allegiant-adds-service-between-bwi-marshall


 

 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. Allegiant announced twenty-one new nonstop routes, including nine routes to three 
new cities: Portland, Oregon; Key West, Florida, and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
Allegiant is offering one-way fares on the new routes as low as $39. 
The new route to/from Baltimore, Maryland via Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall 
Airport (BWI) includes: 
Punta Gorda, Florida via Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) beginning May 27, 2021, with fares as low as $59 each 
way. 
Allegiant also announced… 
 
Click here to view the original article. 
 
 
https://americanonlinenews.net/2021/01/12/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport-fox-4/ 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport
https://americanonlinenews.net/2021/01/12/allegiant-to-offer-new-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport-fox-4/


 
 

 
 

 
 

The first part of this report contained an overview of the limited airport privatisation activity during 2020 in Asia Pacific and 
Europe. This second part looks at the Americas, the Middle East and West Asia, and Africa. 
 
In North America the airport privatisation momentum has dried up again, while in Latin America the Brazilian concessions 
are up to their seventh tranche and counting, but with few really attractive airports remaining for international investors. 
 
In the Middle East and West Asia transactions on small airports remain the norm in Russia while in several of the ‘stans’ 
governments are seeking to attract foreign investors mysteriously to help them achieve some sort of international hub status 
for their airports. Meanwhile, Qatar Airways has established itself as potentially an ambitious investor in Russia… 
 
From there to Africa, a continent which still cannot attract any real interest in its airports from outside the region, and isn’t 
likely to while the prevarication which exists in Nigeria continues. 
 
North America - in the United States, another year of snail’s pace privatisation 
 
United States 
 
Despite the expansion of the airport privatisation programme and removal of entry barriers to it, the year 2020 witnessed 
hardly any privatisation activity in the sector in the U.S., including public-private partnerships to build specific industry 
(although most of the new central terminal at New York’s La Guardia airport is operational now by way of two separate P3 
schemes). 
 
Indeed, the reverse happened, as two potential leases both hit the dust. There was no privatisation activity at all in Canada. 
 
St. Louis gave up its airport privatisation slot for Lambert International Airport in Sep-2020, after saying in May that it might 
be prudent to retain its slot in the FAA pilot project for airport privatisation. 



 
St Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson notified the FAA that it was withdrawing from the programme. Today, any airport owner may 
work with private investors to lease its airport while complying with the provisions of the new 2018 Airport Investment 
Partnership Programme. 
 
The only explanation offered was “the rising number of COVID-19 cases and the current political climate.” 
 
For further information see: St. Louis Lambert Airport: privatisation now back in play 
 
In western Florida, the Punta Gorda airport considered entering the FAA’s Airport Investment Partnership Programme 
(AIPP), under which it could solicit proposals for a long term public-partnership (P3) lease of the airport. 
 
The airport’s governing body – the Charlotte County Airport Authority – was in contact with people who were involved in 
the successful P3 lease of Luis Muñoz Marín Airport in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in 2013. The authority was considering the 
“possible use of proceeds” if it decided to go forward. 
 
However, Charlotte County Airport Authority (CCAA) commissioners voted 3-2 to oppose the privatisation proposal in Nov-
2020. The proposals had been in discussion for several years, and included approximately USD200 million upfront, with an 
additional USD125 million to USD300 million in revenue share over a 40-year lease. 
 
For further information see: Small single-airline Florida airport, Punta Gorda, may seek lease/P3 
 
 
 
https://centreforaviation.com/analysis/reports/airport-privatisation-2020-report-and-prospects-for-2021--part-2-548297 
 
 
 

https://centreforaviation.com/analysis/reports/airport-privatisation-2020-report-and-prospects-for-2021--part-2-548297


Portsmouth International Airport completes phase 
of terminal expansion 
By Kimberley Haas Union Leader Correspondent Jan 25, 2021 Updated Jan 26, 2021 

Portsmouth International Airport at Pease hit a milestone in its terminal expansion project on Friday. 

Passengers started using new screening and holding areas. Work is expected to be fully complete on the 12,000-
square-foot expansion in June. 

William and Gail Roulo, of Raymond, were traveling to Punta Gorda Airport in Florida on Flight 1656 with their two 
cats. As they got in line to be screened for the flight that departed at 11:56 a.m., they noticed the improvements. 

Gail Roulo said they use Allegiant Air often. “There’s no better way to go to Punta Gorda,” she said. 

Kevin Birch, of Bangor, Maine, was sitting next to some large windows where travelers can see the KC-46A Pegasus 
refueling tankers at the New Hampshire Air National Guard Base at Pease. He was traveling to Florida on Flight 
1656 for business. “It’s a beautiful terminal,” he said. 

On Friday’s turnaround flight, there were 78 passengers coming in from Punta Gorda and 125 people departing. 

Chasen Congreves, manager of airport administration, said the airport’s primary demographic is passengers who 
focus on leisure travel or have connections to Florida, such as secondary homes or family members who live there. 

roseb
Highlight



“We also find that families or visitors that enjoy Walt Disney theme parks or similar attractions are frequent 
travelers to our destinations,” Congreves said. 

Allegiant Air flies to Orlando Sanford International Airport and Punta Gorda Airport. 

In 2019, Portsmouth International Airport had 230,000 passengers. Over the past five years, there was an average 
of 170,000 passengers annually, Congreves said. 

Congreves said COVID-19 and a runway rehabilitation project set the airport back in 2020, when passenger 
numbers dipped to 80,000. 

Congreves said most passengers who use the airport come from between Portland, Maine, and the North Shore of 
Boston. He does not consider Manchester-Boston Regional Airport or Boston Logan International Airport as 
competition. 

“No, quite the opposite, we work in synergy with our neighboring airports. Portsmouth serves a niche market that 
caters to travelers looking for an inexpensive way to get to a leisure destination,” Congreves said. 

With the number of federal contracts on the Seacoast, there could be justification for daily service for a small 
aircraft to the Washington, D.C., area, he said. 

Paul Brean, executive director at Pease Development Authority, said airline activity has a large economic impact on 
the Seacoast. 



 
“During the summer, we recognize our inbound traffic on some flights outperform our outbound flights. Travelers 
from southern destinations are flying into Portsmouth, renting cars, and enjoying vacation time in New Hampshire 
and Maine,” Brean said. 
 
These travelers book hotel rooms or rental homes and dine in area restaurants, Brean said. 
 
Renee Plummer, owner of Two International Group, said the airport has always been a key talking point when she 
meets with business leaders thinking about moving into Pease International Tradeport. 
 
“I used that every time I was talking to people,” Plummer said. “There is no downside for having that airport 
there… It puts us on the map.” 
 
The $19 million construction project at the airport includes an additional passenger jet bridge and gate so it can 
accommodate two commercial aircraft at the same time. 
 
The new jet bridge will open in May and will allow the airport to more easily serve domestic and international 
flights simultaneously, Congreves said. 
 
 
https://www.unionleader.com/nh/travel/portsmouth-international-airport-completes-phase-of-terminal-expansion/article_e46cc417-3798-
53fc-93af-72916669ed03.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.unionleader.com/nh/travel/portsmouth-international-airport-completes-phase-of-terminal-expansion/article_e46cc417-3798-53fc-93af-72916669ed03.html
https://www.unionleader.com/nh/travel/portsmouth-international-airport-completes-phase-of-terminal-expansion/article_e46cc417-3798-53fc-93af-72916669ed03.html
https://www.unionleader.com/nh/travel/portsmouth-international-airport-completes-phase-of-terminal-expansion/article_e46cc417-3798-53fc-93af-72916669ed03.html
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