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Charlotte development 
keeps on coming-· 
Special to SWFBT 
Submitted By: Karen P. Moore, Publisher 

"Home sales are booming!" That 
is how Dave Gammon, director of the 
Charlotte County Economic Develop
ment Office, recently opened his presen
tation to an audience of Southwest Flor
ida real estate investment and business 
professionals. He added, "We're experi
encing record sales: permits are up 25% 
year-over-year and we have no inventory 
to keep up with demand at the moment." 
Gammon noted: "We had 225 permits in 
August 2020--and that ties the record set 
in February 2020!" 

"The Westport project is booming. 
The developer is telling me he needs 
more land!" With city flight, riots and 
jobs disappearing up north, Gammon 
said people are continuing to move here 
so said residential housing run in South
west Florida will keep going. 

"Business travel is dead right nowt 
he stated, ''but leisure flights continue to 
increase. The Punta Gorda Airport is the 
fourth least-impacted airport, regarding 
passenger travel, in the country, when 
comparing . summer 2020 to summer 
2019, resulting in a record year for tour
ism tax collections." 

Regarding . government . kssistance
with economic recovery from . COV
ID 19, he shared, "Charlotte County, as 
other Florida counties, received its allo
cation of the CARES Act proceeds from 
the federal government, which was based 
ort population. The Charlotte County 
Commissioners reserved $ 1.5 million 
of these funds for the Charlotte CAREs 
for Business Recovery Grant Program 
to aid local businesses in our community 
and support the econcimy." Of the $1.5 
million in CARES Act money Charlotte 
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zoning overlay that, if passed, will aid
in the redevelopment of large tracts like 
the Port Charlotte Town Center Mall." 

' 

County received, Gammon said he and 
bis team are working right now on get
ting the last $400,000 of that amount 
out and utilized. He added, ''The 1 % lo
cal option sales tax is a community in
vestment that was· recently reapproved 
by the citizens of Charlotte County to 
help keep the region moving forward." 

While the Sunseeker Resort devel
opment is stalled for now, the Allegiant 
airport hub is being developed. He said, 
"There will be a great synergy between 
the two as the Sunseeker project gets 
back on track." Also underway is the 
$100 million expansion· of Promenade 
Mall, with a plan to transform it into a 
walkable community. "We're working 
on getting mixed-use approval now." As for projects currently underway, 

Murdock Village is moving forward. 
Gammon noted, ''The entertainment 
district piece closed a month ago and 
will be breaking ground soon." He add
ed, "We just need to fill in the last piece 
with commercial activity and the Com
missioners are considering � mixed-use 

As for the foture, Gammon shared 
that the main project coming online 
now is the Enterprise Charlotte Airport 
Park (ECAP). "With 4,300 acres avail
able for development and two I-75 in
terchanges, there are some great com
mercial opportunities here." 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society members are thrilled to announce the start of the city’s next mural. 
 
It will present the history of the Punta Gorda Army Air Field built in Punta Gorda in 1943. 
 
The air field was used from February 1944 to September 1945 to train an estimated 750 U.S. pilots for World War 
II. The Army Air Corps staffed the facility with 44 officers and 1,097 enlisted men and had more than 100 aircraft 
on the ground. 
 
Training ended on Sept. 1, 1945, one day before the Japanese surrendered. The facility was active for a total of 
one year, eight months and 22 days. 
 
In 2002 the Mural Society painted a mural featuring the historic air field on three walls at the Charlotte County 
Airport (now the Punta Gorda Airport). 
 
Unfortunately, the mural was lost in 2004, a victim of Hurricane Charley. Now 16 years later, the society is eager 
to capture this important history once again, this time on a newly constructed wall in Veterans Park on Nesbit 
Street, Punta Gorda. 
 
The Society is excited to have acclaimed Florida mural artist Keith Goodson create this mural, the 31st for the 
Society. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
 
Goodson was born in Cocoa Beach, where his father was stationed at the U.S. Air Force base. His family lived at 
the Avon Park Bombing Range for several years, and his father is currently the Range Ops controller for the base. 
 
Growing up in a military family, the theme of this mural is especially meaningful for Goodson. 
 
Goodson currently lives in Lake Alfred and has painted murals for towns across Florida — most notably 19 murals 
in Lake Placid, as well as ones in Titusville, Lake City and Avon Park. In addition, he has worked for major 
companies like Universal Studios, Disney and Sea World as an artist and consultant 
 
Painting will start the week of Dec. 7 and is expected to take about two weeks. The Society invites all to stop by 
Veterans Park to welcome the artist to town and watch this special mural come to life. 
 



Progress photos will be posted on the Society’s website, PuntaGordaMurals.org, and Facebook page. 
 
This new mural will be part of the Society’s guided walking tours scheduled for January-March. See the website 
for more information. 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/venice/education/new-mural-will-feature-historic-punta-gorda-army-air-field/article_d854385c-282e-11eb-9725-
a7f1ef492d1a.html 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/venice/education/new-mural-will-feature-historic-punta-gorda-army-air-field/article_d854385c-282e-11eb-9725-a7f1ef492d1a.html
https://www.yoursun.com/venice/education/new-mural-will-feature-historic-punta-gorda-army-air-field/article_d854385c-282e-11eb-9725-a7f1ef492d1a.html


 
 

 
 

  
OUR POSITION: We challenge Republicans in the state Legislature to address the problem with “ghost candidates” when they 
return to Tallahassee in 2021. 
 
For lack of a better term they are called, and quite appropriately, “ghost candidates.” 
 
It is a political tactic used often in Florida to prevent an electorate from having a say in who represents them on local boards, 
city and county councils or even in Tallahassee or Washington, D.C. 
 
It happens in Charlotte and Sarasota counties and all over Florida. We believe it is a deceitful way for a political party to gain 
an advantage for its candidates. 
 
It goes like this. 
 
One example is a partisan primary election when there is only one party offering up candidates, you will often see an write-in 
candidate with “no party affiliation.” When that happens, the primary election is closed to anyone outside of the political party 
of the opposing candidates. It takes away the power of independent voters and those of the other party to have any say in who 
represents them. 
 
The best local example we can give is the 2020 race for the Charlotte County Airport Authority District 1 seat. 
 
Vanessa Oliver, who won rather easily, faced fellow Republican Bob Starr in the primary. No Democrat filed to run. 
 
Before the deadline to register, an unknown named Martin Dorio announced he would run as a No Party Affiliation write-in. 
Voting was automatically closed to Charlotte County’s more than 80,000 Independent and Democrat voters. They would have 
no say in who sits in that seat on the Airport Authority. 
 
Dorio had no campaign fund. He would not answer phone calls from the media. He never campaigned or showed his face. He 
didn’t even live in Charlotte County. 
 
The Sun Sentinel wrote an editorial last week about the problem. Their concerns focused on a Florida Senate race. 
 
Alex Rodriguez, a 55-year-old South Florida mechanic, filed as a No Party Affiliation candidate to run against an incumbent 
with the same last name, Democratic Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez. According to the Sun Sentinel, Alex Rodriguez had no 
website and launched no real campaign. He got just enough votes, 6,382 of the more than 215,000 cast, to give Republican 
Ileana Garcia, founder of a group called Latinas for Trump, the win — by just 32 votes. 
 
The Sun Sentinel called it “fraud.” We agree. 
 
Alex Rodriguez lived in Boca Raton and ran for state office two counties away, according to the Sun Sentinel. His voter 
registration form lists Boca as his residence but he gave a Miami-Dade address when he filed to run. 
 
WPLG Channel 10 reporter Glenna Milberg was on the case and found out that Alex Rodriguez — who was a Republican until 
the day he registered for the race — had an arrest record for grand theft and was deep in debt. Yet, he obtained $370,000 for 
mailers with a pro-Democratic message. 
 
And, according to the Sun Sentinel, Our Florida, a political committee whose address is a UPS store in Miami, made the 
$370,000 contribution to pay for the mailers thanks to money from Proclivity, a “social welfare” organization whose address is 
a UPS store in Atlanta. 
 
If our lawmakers in Tallahassee do not see a need to take action against this type of campaign sabotage, then they don’t have 
the best interests of Florida voters in mind. A law that would end this upheaval in our election process is needed to assure fair 
elections for Democrats, Republicans and Independents. 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-we-must-address-ghost-candidates/article_468092a6-33f3-11eb-b85f-
1307f523a5c9.html 
 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-we-must-address-ghost-candidates/article_468092a6-33f3-11eb-b85f-1307f523a5c9.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/editorials/editorial-we-must-address-ghost-candidates/article_468092a6-33f3-11eb-b85f-1307f523a5c9.html


 

 

 
 

 

                                                          
 
With three houses of Vietnamese pho in the area, more people than ever are getting to know the pho-tocol. Still, a refresher course never hurts. 
 
Vietnamese noodle soup, or pho (correctly pronounced “fuh,” not “faux”), came to the States on a wave of 1970s post-Vietnam War immigration. 
 
A simple meat broth with herbs and noodles, pho makes a surprisingly filling meal. 
 
Rule number one: It’s okay to slurp. In fact, it’s hard not to. 
 
And your Vietnamese hosts will understand if you also lower your face into the bowl, fanning the liquid to inhale its aroma before tasting. 
 
You’ll be given an array of garnishes. No, they aren’t salad! 
 
First, savor the broth, then rip up and throw in cilantro and Thai basil to taste; add bean sprouts, sliced jalapeño, onion, scallions and a squeeze of lime; stir; 
and shovel it all in with chopsticks. 
 
It won’t be easy, but try to resist that all-American urge to overseason everything. Add brown, salty-sweet Hoisin, spicy red sriracha and savory soy a dab at 
a time until noodles and meat taste just right. 
 
And at the end, you’re expected to pick up the bowl and drink the leftover broth like a kid. 
 
Finally, learn how to handle takeout pho. 
 
Broth, protein and noodles, garnishes, chopsticks, soy packets and a covered cup of half-Hoisin, half-sriracha all come separately. Some assembly required. 
 
Heat the broth to a simmer, pour over protein and noodles, serve, and follow dine-in instructions above. For perfect flavor and spiciness, dump in that whole 
cup of sauces. And don’t be shy about ordering extra sriracha if you crave heat. 
 
Saigonese entrepreneurs Simon and Kelly Phan recently opened a full-service nail salon (with two complimentary adult beverages!): Touch Nail Bar at 1100 
El Jobean Road. 
 
But a classic Vietnamese restaurant, always part of their plan, wasn’t far behind. 
 
After suffering nine months’ pandemic-induced delays, their 5,500-square-foot Healthy Pho was born Dec. 5, serving a hearty menu of 16 soups full of 
everything from quail egg to steak; rice noodles; egg noodles; six kinds of fried rice; six vermicelli noodle bowls and six rice plates including barbecued 
meats. 
 
The newest pho palace in the area, Healthy Pho ($-$$), 941-623-9999, 19410 Cochran Boulevard, Unit 102, Port Charlotte (outbuilding in front of 
Burlington), is open Monday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday to 7 p.m. 
 
Nan’s Thai Noodle ($-$$), 941-624-0778, 1900 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte (Murdock Carrousel), is open Tuesday to Friday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday 
4 to 9 p.m., Sunday 4 to 8 p.m. Though technically Thai, it serves as much pho as its name implies, including basic beef, chicken, pork or tofu, and Chef’s 
Special with brisket, beef tendon and Vietnamese meatballs. 
 
Pho Charlotte ($-$$), 941-979-9689, 1225 Tamiami Trail, Unit A4, Port Charlotte (strip mall in front of Emerald City), is open for takeout only, 
Wednesday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 



Pho Saigon ($-$$), 941-575-7799, 318 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda (right of The Belgian Monk), is open Monday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 
MINT MOVES DOWNTOWN 
 
It was the reverse of the market-to-restaurant transform that Nan MacFarland finessed when she gradually grew her Port Charlotte Asian Market & Café into 
today’s Nan’s Thai Noodle restaurant. 
 
Punta Gorda’s Mint Holland has opened both her local-favorite Mint Thai Cuisine and an Asian market, manned by son and Charlotte High grad Than Hitke, 
in the heart of downtown. 
 
“This is his business,” said Holland, “I’m right next door to support him. If COVID hits again, we’ve got something to fall back on.” 
 
And it sure beats her high-rent former location in the shadow of Punta Gorda’s mammoth new Starbucks. 
 
Originally from Myanmar (Burma), single mom Holland is a professional who came to the States after working in her country’s American Embassy. She 
quickly became a team leader for Allegiant Air at Punta Gorda Airport but always yearned for a restaurant of her own. 
 
Four years ago, she launched Punta Gorda’s first pan-Asian restaurant — Mint Asian Cuisine — in Cross Trails Plaza, serving Burmese, Thai, Indian, 
Japanese and Vietnamese cuisine. It won over even the timidest local taste buds. 
 
Said Holland, “All Asian food is different. I want people to taste it all!” 
 
Mint Thai Cuisine ($-$$), 941-621-8259, 209 W. Olympia Avenue, Punta Gorda (formerly Carmelo’s), is open Tuesday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m., Sundays 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Permits permitting, they’ll have sidewalk seating soon. 
 
SEASON’S SWEETINGS 
 
The annual Punta Gorda Christmas Tree lighting celebration will, according to Mayor Lynne Matthews, “be a quiet flip of the switch to get the tree lit this 
year with no fanfare.” 
 
But, merry as ever, the Scott sisters of PG Social House made a Miracle on Marion Avenue last Friday — their own small tree-lighting ceremony and 
community tree decoration of a 12-foot fir in the courtyard. 
 
And that wasn’t the last of their falala-ing. 
 
Dec. 17 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., they’ll host Moonlight Market, a holiday night market with vendors and live music. 
 
Dec. 18 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. is their White Elephant Gift Exchange. Put a $15 gift under the tree, to exchange in the courtyard starting at 8 p.m. 
 
Dec. 19 is all about kids. Santa will be there from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Each $10 ticket includes a hot new retro Polaroid with the chief elf himself and a bagful of 
cookies to decorate. 
 
PG Social is also a dropoff for Punta Gorda’s Fresh Jersey Tomatoes holiday toy drive, with all items going to children in the Charlotte County area. 
 
PG Social House, 941-347-7888, serves candy, outrageous sweets, adult beverages and furniture at 124 Cross Street, Punta Gorda. 
 
BLAME IT ON THE ‘RONA? 
 
Last week, this column listed all the restaurants that we’ve lost during 2020’s offseason. We always lose a few, and they deserve to be honored. 
 
But just as deaths due to other causes end up being blamed on COVID-19, not all 21 eateries closed just because of the pandemic. Some would have closed 
or been sold anyway. 
 
For example, The Orange House Wine Bar was a friendly sale to beloved successors. And former owner Lisa Blanchard now has time to enjoy her 
granddaughter’s childhood. 
 
Send restaurant and bar news and recommendations to columnist Sue Wade at suewade47@aol.com. 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/column-asian-eateries-abound-and-we-get-a-lot-more-christmas/article_9b20675a-365f-11eb-add7-
e7a8143ee107.html 
 
 
 
 

mailto:suewade47@aol.com
https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/column-asian-eateries-abound-and-we-get-a-lot-more-christmas/article_9b20675a-365f-11eb-add7-e7a8143ee107.html
https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/news/column-asian-eateries-abound-and-we-get-a-lot-more-christmas/article_9b20675a-365f-11eb-add7-e7a8143ee107.html
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By RONALD DUPONT JR.
DIGITAL EDITOR

We saw the power of  our Breaking 
News email alert last weekend.

Within a few hours of  us sending out 
the email, a single story got more pa-
geviews in a few hours than any other 
story did after being online for days.

This was the story about the latest 
death on River Road — one of  the most 
dangerous roads in the area, if  not the 
most dangerous road.

A 28-year-old Port Charlotte woman 
died when her vehicle drifted into the 
southbound lane of  River Road very 
early Sunday morning, according to 
the Florida Highway Patrol.

The driver of  the northbound vehi-
cle, a North Port woman, was seriously 
hurt.

For those of  you who have lived here 
a few years or longer, you know that 
there seems to be a fatal accident on 
River Road every few months or so. 
And most of  the time, we will send out 
an email alert.

Because I know I will get calls on 
this, if  you want to sign up for the free 
breaking news email alerts, simply 
visit: YourSun.com/newsletters

If you want to read the short story we wrote 
on the accident Sunday, visit: bit.ly/3qiskz3

(Oh, if  you’re wondering, the daily 
COVID-19 update is back in its honor-
ary No. 1 spot.)

Let’s move on with the rest of  the 
Top Five:

2 COPS: MACHETE ATTACK LEADS TO 
ARREST AFTER TWO-COUNTY CHASE

OK, I thought this would easily 
be the most-read story of  the week. Let 
me give you just a single paragraph 
from the story:

“The suspect, identified as 27-year-
old Alana Gibson of  Venice, reportedly 
crawled through the window of  a 
co-worker’s home and attacked her 
husband with a machete while he was 

sleeping, the Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Office 
reported. Gibson — 
who also had an axe, 
a compound bow and 
arrows in her pickup — 
‘admitted to planning 
to kill the husband and 
convince the wife to run 
away with her,’ arrest 

reports show.”
Police also said that the woman 

wanted to use a bow and arrow to kill 
the man in bed but was afraid of  hitting 
the woman. So the assailant chose a 
machete instead, according to police.

There is a lot to this bizarre story. You can 
read it at: bit.ly/3o8KZLC

3 ENGLEWOOD TEEN STRUCK, KILLED 
ON I-75

This is very similar to the 
story at No. 1. When we write about 
somebody local dying in a vehicle acci-
dent, the story generally gets read by 
thousands of  people and then shared 
across email and social media.

This particular article is about an 
18-year-old from Englewood who was 
killed on Interstate 75, struck down by 
a pickup, according to police reports. 
There had been a previous crash at 
the site of  the accident, the FHP report 
states. A 28-year-old man from Miami 
Lakes driving a Dodge Ram pickup was 
trying to avoid the slower traffic due to 
the crash, when he hit the 18-year-old, 
who was trying to cross the highway.

The driver did not see the 18-year-
old, the report states.

By the time this column is published, 
we will have already published a 
follow-up about the teen and his impact 
on the community. 

You can read the original story at: bit.
ly/2HYW1nx

4 SEXUAL PREDATOR LIVING CLOSE 
TO THIS NORTH PORT ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

There are sexual offenders and sex-
ual predators living all across the area. 
When a local law enforcement agency 
alerts us that a sexual offender has 
moved into the area, we put something 
brief  in the newspaper.

But many of  you may have wondered 
why we wrote a long, in-depth article 
on Timothy Rice, 43, a sexual predator 

who moved into North 
Port near an elementary 
school. And the answer 
is simple — this guy has 
a long history.

And we’ve written 
about him multiple 
times in the past. So, 
as you can guess, we 
were a bit shocked 

that he was not imprisoned and 
had moved back into the area into 
a bedroom community.

There is not enough room in this 
column to talk about his long past on 
this subject matter. 

You can read the full story at: 
bit.ly/36qizH0

5 NEW FLIGHTS AT PUNTA GORDA, 
SARASOTA AIRPORTS

When Allegiant Air announces 
new flights from the Punta Gorda 
Airport, the story on the subject 
always tends to fall into the Top 
Ten, or, in this case, the Top Five. 
Personally, I’ve been wanting to 
travel to Chicago with my son one 
day after the pandemic, and Allegiant 
Air has won me over with its latest 
announcement.

Allegiant Air now flies passengers 
from Punta Gorda to William P. Hobby 
Airport (HOU) in Houston and to the 
Chicago Midway International Airport 
(MDW). Flights to Houston start at 
$29 and flights to Chicago start at $35. 
These seasonal flights operate twice a 
week.

Not too shabby. Now I just gotta wait 
for vaccines to be released and to feel 
safe to get onto a plane. Then we’re 
going.

Ronald Dupont Jr. is the digital editor 
for The Daily Sun and the Venice 
Gondolier. He can be reached at 
Ronald.Dupont@YourSun.com.

River Road’s latest victim most-read story of the week
Odd article of a 

machete attack also 
makes Top Five

Members Club Decades of news and photos are available at yoursun.com 
to our subscribers only. Don’t be left out!

LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE
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Allegiant Air announces new flights from the Punta Gorda Airport to Houston 
and Chicago.
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her money. She even spent 
an extra $10 to return that 
pitiful sheer top back in 
hopes of  getting what she 
really ordered. She never 
received another item. 
Nothing, just out the $10.

“I foolishly thought 
sending it back, they 
would make it right,” she 
said. “It’s just shameful.”

Stephenson blames 
Facebook and how fake 
gifts seem to be popping 
up on the social media 
giant’s platform.

She’s aware that 
Facebook is cracking 
down on political 
posts. Facebook’s Mark 
Zuckerberg, for exam-
ple, posted Sept. 3 that 
Facebook, among other 
things, that week alone 
“took down a network 
of  13 accounts and 2 
pages that were trying to 
mislead Americans and 
amplify division” about 
the political process and 
election.

Stephenson isn’t 
impressed.

“If  you’re going to 
monitor everything people 
are saying, why aren’t you 
monitoring what people 
are selling on your site?” 
she asks.

Facebook did not 
address my specific 
questions on what the 
tech giant is doing this 
holiday to put a stop to the 
fake ads.

Instead, a spokeswoman 
for the company noted 
that Facebook launched 
a campaign on Nov. 24 
with the Better Business 
Bureau that includes 
“quirky digital ads on 
Facebook, Instagram 
and other social media 
platforms” from now 
through December with 
tips on how consumers 
can spot scams and shop 
safely online.

Facebook also states 
that if  someone believes 
they’ve spotted a fake 
ad they can report it on 
Facebook. You can file a 
complaint at BBB.org/
complaint or report it to 

the BBB Scam Tracker at 
BBB.org/ScamTracker.

So far in 2020, online 
purchase scams make up 
more than two-thirds of  
the reports from con-
sumers through the BBB 
Scam Tracker.

Scammers steal by 
never shipping goods

The less-than-honest 
outfits aren’t hoping to 
snatch just $40 here or 
there. It’s all about volume 
and ripping off thousands 
of  people at a time.

“Unfortunately, we see 
a lot of  consumers lose 
money after buying items 
they see in Facebook ads,” 
warns Laura Blankenship, 
director of  marketing 
for the Better Business 
Bureau Serving Eastern 
Michigan & the Upper 
Peninsula.

Anyone can create a 
business page or ad on 
Facebook, she said.

“If  it’s a scam, at the 
very least, the person 
loses money, but in some 
cases, clicking on the ads 
can download malware to 
your device compromising 
your personal informa-
tion,” Blankenship said.

When consumers have 
trouble with an online 
outfit, they’re often men-
tioning bogus tracking 
numbers, never receiving 
an item that they’ve 
ordered and ending up 
with something that isn’t 
high quality.

One tip: “Look closely 
to make sure the tracking 
information comes from a 

legitimate shipping com-
pany. If  the information 
seems fishy, avoid clicking 
on the tracking link; go to 
the shipper’s website and 
type in the code to see if  it 
is real.”

Blankenship said if  a 
retailer doesn’t have any 
reviews, or very little 
online presence, you may 
want to find the item else-
where. Also, avoid clicking 
on the ad itself, instead go 
directly to the website in a 
separate browser.

Search online for com-
plaints before you buy

As much as you’re 
tempted to rush, it’s 
essential to do more 
research. Check reviews 
and ratings at spots like 
BBB.org. Go online and 
type in the name of  the 
company and the words 
“complaints.”

Stephenson said she 
is extremely diligent 
now about doing more 
research about anything 
she sees online.

She still plans to shop 
online this holiday, even 
if  reluctantly, because 
she wants to practice 
social distancing given the 
spiking COVID-19 cases.

“I’ve been very leery 
about going shopping 
online but you’re very 
leery about going into the 
store these days.”

Susan Tompor is the 
personal finance columnist 
for the Detroit Free Press. 
She can be reached at 
stompor@freepress.com.
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BEST CHRISTMAS GIFTS EVER!
Thank you Florida for being a MyPillow 
customer! To help celebrate Christmas I want 
to give you an exclusive newspaper special 
on my Standard/Queen Classic MyPillow. 
Also, use the promo code below to get deep 
discounts on all my other MyPillow prod-
ucts. I wish your family a very blessed 
Christmas! 

-Mike Lindell

Call 800-950-8919 
Or Visit mypillow.com

Click on the “Newspaper Specials” Square
Offer expires 7 Days from Publication Date
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High 63, Low 40
Mostly sunny and cool;  

5% chance of rain

SEE PAGE 10B
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Charlie on 2020:
I’ll always remember the  
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Despite 
being shot down by a Charlotte 
County Airport Authority 
majority vote in November, the 
idea of  privatizing Punta Gorda 
Airport doesn’t look to be going 
away anytime soon.

Punta Gorda officials have 
asked state legislators to con-
sider actions that could dissolve 
the Airport Authority and, 
in turn, potentially transfer 
airport operations to the city.

Had it moved forward, the pri-
vatization proposal could have 
brought hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars to the airport — some 
upfront and some throughout 
a 40-year lease — but it would 
have meant handing over 
airport operations to private 
interests.

“There is some potential 

to keep that proposal alive 
to bring some of  that money 
in,” said City Manager Greg 
Murray at last week’s City 
Council meeting. “Looking at it 
from a city perspective, as op-
posed to an airport perspective, 
it might be a whole different 
discussion.”

By SHARON COHEN
AP NATIONAL WRITER

The deadly pandemic that tore through 
the nation’s heartland struck just as 
Aaron Crawford was in a moment of  
crisis. He was looking for work, his wife 
needed surgery, then the virus began 
eating away at her work hours and her 
paycheck.

The Crawfords had no savings, mount-
ing bills and a growing dread: What if  
they ran out of  food? The couple had two 
boys, 5 and 10, and boxes of  macaroni and 
cheese from the dollar store could go only 
so far.

A 37-year-old Navy vet, Crawford saw 
himself  as self-reliant. Asking for food 
made him uncomfortable. “I felt like I was 
a failure,” he says. “It’s this whole stigma 
... this mindset that you’re this guy who 
can’t provide for his family, that you’re a 
deadbeat.”

Hunger is a harsh reality in the richest 
country in the world. Even during times 
of  prosperity, schools hand out millions of  
hot meals a day to children, and desperate 
elderly Americans are sometimes forced to 
choose between medicine and food.

Now, in the pandemic of  2020, with 
illness, job loss and business closures, mil-
lions more Americans are worried about 
empty refrigerators and barren cup-
boards. Food banks are doling out meals at 
a rapid pace and an Associated Press data 
analysis found a sharp rise in the amount 
of  food distributed compared with last 

By LEANNE ITALIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — In these 
“troubled times,” in our sweat 
pants and the isolation we 
endure “out of  an abundance of  
caution,” there isn’t much not 
to be over as 2020 comes to a 
longed for halt.

With the election behind us, 
along with its deluge of  texts 
and cries of  fake news, the 
year was a mess of  common 
horrors and inconveniences 

driven by political divisions, 
racial injustice and the deadly 
and persistent pandemic, with 
chronic language to match.

But not all things 2020 need 
to be left behind. More white 
people have realized racism is 
real and present. Quppies (as 
in quarantine puppies) and 
Quittens (the feline equivalent) 
have enriched millions of  lives. 
Family dinner is back on the 
table and coronavirus pods 
have turned friends into family.

Here’s a few more things 

we’re over as we lurch into 
2021, and a few things we may 
just remember fondly:

DISTANCE LEARNING
There’s no denying that some 

kids have done OK and others 
have suffered greatly from 
school at home, as have their 
parents. And when the pandem-
ic sputters to an end, all kids 
will return to their classrooms.

While we wait, let’s talk 
teacher heroes trying to make 
the most of  their worst case 

scenarios. They’ve organized 
drive-by parades and made 
TikTok dance videos for gym 
class. They’ve delivered meals 
to students and written en-
couraging chalk messages on 
doorsteps. They’ve transformed 
kitchens into chemistry labs 
and tutored kids through porch 
doors.

Thank you.

STREAMING EXPLOSION
Do those of  us who can’t or 

won’t march back into movie 

theaters miss the big screen 
experience? Sure. But stream-
ing exploded at just the right 
time, including first-run films 
available at home. That means 
a dizzying array of  choices, but 
also that parents don’t have 
to suffer in the dark through 
“Trolls World Tour.” It means 
more couples are cuddling up 
on the couch and more families 
are making their own popcorn 
to sit down together for movie 
night.

Punta Gorda eyes airport takeover
Officials discuss 

asking Legislature 

to decide

The Bailey Terminal at the 
Punta Gorda Airport.
PROVIDED PHOTO

SEE AIRPORT, 5A

Get lost 2020: Some things to leave behind, with caveats

SEE 2020, 4A

Millions of 
Americans turn 

to food banks 
for 1st time

SEE HUNGRY, 4A

World War II veterans James M. O’Leary and Lou Towne, right, toss a ceremonial wreath into the Peace 
River Monday morning in Arcadia as part of  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. SEE STORY ON PAGE 1B.

Remembering Pearl Harbor
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The public/private 
partnership would allow 
the principal owner of  the 
airport to invest airport 
profi ts into community 
projects. Federal aviation 
regulations bar spending 
profi ts outside of  the 
airport.

At last week’s meet-
ing, the City Council 
supported the idea and 
asked Murray to move 
forward with seeking 
the Charlotte County 
Legislative Delegation’s 
assistance on the matter. 
The delegation meets at 
9 a.m. Thursday at the 
Punta Gorda Isles Civic 
Association at 2001 Shreve 
St. in Punta Gorda.

State Rep. Michael 
Grant, who serves as 
delegation chair, said the 
city’s request is unusual.

“This is my ninth 
delegation meeting and 
I have not seen a request 
like this before,” Grant 
said. “It (would probably) 
take an action of  the 
Legislature to dissolve 
the Airport Authority and 
have the airport operated 
by another entity − the 
city or other.

“From my perspective,” 
Grant continued, “you 
would want to have a 
feasibility study or some 
kind of  review (before 
pursuing something like 
this). I don’t know the 
capabilities of  the city 
vis-à-vis the Airport 
Authority, who would be 
a better operator at this 
point.”

Airport Authority 
Commissioner Rob 
Hancik said there was no 
reason to change owner-
ship of  the airport.

“We are fi nancially 
strong. We have major 
projects underway to take 
care of  existing needs 
and anticipated growth,” 
said Hancik, who voted 
against moving forward 
with the initial privatiza-
tion proposal.

“We are in a lot better 
shape than many air-
ports our size,” Hancik 
continued. “If  the airport 
changes ownership, the 
new owner can then take 
the airport and put it into 
the privatization pro-
gram and get hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars for 
projects other than those 
at the airport.”

Airport Authority 
Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver, who supported 
moving forward with the 
privatization proposal, 
does not back the idea of  
handing authority over to 
the city.

“I do not support 
dissolution of  the Airport 
Authority,” Oliver told 
The Daily Sun in an 
email. “I believe the 
Airport Authority had 
and continues to have a 
duty to review and fully 
evaluate off ers relating 
to the public/private 
program so that (we) can 
make a determination 
as to whether entering 
into the program is in the 
best interest of  Charlotte 
County residents.”

Charlotte County 
Communications 
Manager Brian Gleason 
said county commission-
ers are aware of  the city’s 
request to the delegation 
and they will be discuss-
ing it at today’s County 
Commission meeting.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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PUT
CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK
FOR YOU!

FIND A JOB!
BUY A HOME!
BUY A CAR!

NIOSH approved N95
have become available 
but, with so much 
uncertainty, Americans
have been quick to 
stock up, creating major
shortages in the supply 
chain.

As of today, N95 masks 
are available to readers
through the company 
distributing the masks.

N95 Masks Block 
95% of particulates,
Including Viruses 

and Bacteria.

If you want the best 
protection possible for
you and your family  
and want to do your part 
in preventing another
“lockdown” N95 masks 
are a fantastic choice. 

They are the gold 
standard when it comes to
PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment) available to 
the general public. They
are the same masks used
by doctors and medical 
workers in hospitals for

SURGICAL MASKS:

• Helps reduce risk of
large particles.

• Fits loosely, leaving
gaps between the
mask and your face

• Poor fi ltration

N95 MASKS:

• Helps reduce wearer
to certain airborne
particles, like viruses
and bacteria

• Filters out over 95%
of small particles that
could get you sick

• Meets CDC/NIOSH
guidelines found
in Federal Register
42 CFR Part 84 and
testing for 95%
particulate fi ltration
effi ciency

* Ask about a

“Friends and Family

Discount” for their

lowest prices.

WARNING: These respirators help reduce exposures to certain airborne contaminants. Before use, the

wearer must read and understand the User Instructions provided as a part of the product packaging. In

the U.S., a written respiratory protection program must be implemented meeting all the requirements of

OSHA 1910.134 including training, fit testing and medical evaluation. In Canada, CSA standards Z94.4 

requirements must be met and/or requirements of the applicable jurisdiction, as appropriate. Misuse may 

result in sickness or death. For proper use, see package instructions.
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There’s some confusion about who is behind a move to dissolve the Punta Gorda Airport Authority, but the 
consensus was that money is the motivation. 
 
“It’s pure greed,” Airport Commission Chairman James Herston said Tuesday before the Charlotte County 
Commission. 
 
Herston’s comments capped debate by commissioners that turned passionate as they struggled to figure out how 
a plan to eliminate a highly successful airport authority made it to the area’s state legislative team in just a few 
days without anyone knowing. 
 
They were responding to an unannounced decision last week by Punta Gorda’s City Council to ask for legislative 
help in possibly taking over the airport, which is not in the city limits. The letter to the legislative delegation asks 
them to help the city become a principle partner in a public-private partnership at the airport. 
 
Behind this latest move was a failed attempt in November to get the five-member Airport Authority to pursue a 
privatization plan that could have generated $1.1 billion in private investment over 40 years, Herston said. 
 
Herston actually voted in favor of the plan, along with Airport Commissioner Vanessa Oliver. But three other 
commissioners opposed the plan, saying why change an airport rated among the top performing in the country. 
So the plan died before commissioners could vote on dramatically expanding their contract with privatization 
consultant Andy Vasey. 
 
Punta Gorda Airport was poised to become the first continental U.S. commercial passenger airport to undertake a 
public-private partnership. And unlike other American airports considering this ownership model, Punta Gorda is 
the only one considered highly successful. 
 
“It boggles my mind that the city has made a move in this direction,” said Commissioner Joe Tiseo. “Here we are, 
five commissioners scratching our heads. How is it that our airport authority with five commissioners is on the 
precipice of being dissolved with 30 seconds of discussion?” 
 
County commissioners have been lobbying against the privatization move. They joined Airport Authority 
Commissioner Robert Hancik, concerned that the airport authority could become a repository for a huge fund with 
limited county oversight. 
 
Commissioners were amazed that the City Council’s decision was made without notice, without a vote, without an 
agenda item, without public debate. 
 
“Does anyone realize the magnitude of what’s going on?” Tiseo asked. 
 
In fact, the City Council called a special meeting Tuesday for Wednesday morning to discuss the issue. That 
meeting is one day before the council and commissioners meet with the county’s two state representatives and 
one senator to discuss the upcoming legislative agenda. On that agenda is a rewriting of a 2011 document stating 
who owns the airport in the event of the dissolution of the airport authority. 
 
County commissioners voted 4-1 to urge the City Council to retract its letter to legislators. Tiseo voted no, saying 
he wanted more. They also debated methods of ensuring how to maintain control of the airport should the 
Legislature find a way to give it to the city. Commissioner Chris Constance suggested a lawsuit. 
 
The City Council believed the proposal was suggested by Rep. Mike Grant speaking with the airport consultant 
Vasey, who in turn contacted City Manager Greg Murray, Mayor Lynn Matthews told the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Monday. Grant told The Daily Sun, however, he had no contact with anyone on this. He opposes 



dissolving the airport authority of which his daughter is a member, although he favors privatization. Vasey did not 
return calls for comment, nor did Murray. 
 
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/commission-demands-city-council-retract-plan-to-dissolve-airport-authority/article_5cbc68f0-39a3-
11eb-bfb6-b750af487da5.html 
 
 
 

mailto:betsy.calvert@yoursun.com
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/commission-demands-city-council-retract-plan-to-dissolve-airport-authority/article_5cbc68f0-39a3-11eb-bfb6-b750af487da5.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/commission-demands-city-council-retract-plan-to-dissolve-airport-authority/article_5cbc68f0-39a3-11eb-bfb6-b750af487da5.html


In 2019, the report showed November passenger totals of almost 131,000 with October at 117,484 passengers 
and September at 57,068. 
 
Compared to last year, August’s passenger count was down by just over 38%. The airport’s August 2019 count 
was 98,060. 
 
July’s count was down by almost 38%, whereas June was down just over 30%. 
May and April still show the worst drop in passenger totals for the airport with May showing around 48% 
compared to May 2019 and April down 93%. 
 
 
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/pg-airport-passenger-numbers-drop-in-november/article_64cee0ae-3994-11eb-
87bb-93fb5900c2a0.html 
 
 
 

mailto:daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/pg-airport-passenger-numbers-drop-in-november/article_64cee0ae-3994-11eb-87bb-93fb5900c2a0.html
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/pg-airport-passenger-numbers-drop-in-november/article_64cee0ae-3994-11eb-87bb-93fb5900c2a0.html
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WASHINGTON — U.S. 
regulators Tuesday released 
their first scientific evaluation 
of  Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 
and confirmed it offers strong 
protection, setting the stage for 
the government to green light the 
biggest vaccination effort in the 
nation’s history.

The analysis by Food and Drug 
Administration scientists comes 
ahead of  a Thursday meeting 
where the agency’s independent 

advisers will debate if  the 
evidence is strong enough to 
recommend vaccinating millions 
of  Americans. A final FDA 
decision and the first shots could 
follow within just days.

They are among a whirlwind of  
developments that are expected to 
make multiple vaccines available 
by early next year, in the U.S. and 
beyond.

Britain on Tuesday began 
vaccinations with the shot made 
by Pfizer and German partner 
BioNTech. The FDA later this 
month will consider one developed 
by Moderna. Also Tuesday, a 
medical journal published early 
data suggesting a third vaccine 
candidate, AstraZeneca’s, 
also protects people, though 
not as much as the two other 
frontrunners.

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

There’s some confusion about who is 
behind a move to dissolve the Punta Gorda 
Airport Authority, but the consensus was 
that money is the motivation.

“It’s pure greed,” Airport Commission 
Chairman James Herston said Tuesday 
before the Charlotte County Commission.

Herston’s comments capped debate by 
commissioners that turned passionate as 
they struggled to figure out how a plan 
to eliminate a highly successful airport 
authority made it to the area’s state 
legislative team in just a few days without 
anyone knowing.

They were responding to an 
unannounced decision last week by Punta 
Gorda’s City Council to ask for legislative 
help in possibly taking over the airport, 
which is not in the city limits. The letter 
to the legislative delegation asks them to 
help the city become a principle partner 
in a public-private partnership at the 
airport.

SEE VACCINE, 4A

•  What should pregnant women

be told about vaccination, since

they weren’t tested in Pfizer’s

study?

By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

A 1-year-old baby is dead, and 
a Charlotte County man is facing 
charges including aggravated man-
slaughter of  a child.

On Oct. 3, Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies responded to a Deep 
Creek home and found a baby unre-
sponsive in a pool. Deputies performed 
lifesaving measures on the baby while 
waiting for Charlotte County Fire & 
EMS to arrive, police say.

The baby was taken to a local 
hospital, but did not survive.

Deputies on the scene noticed an 
overwhelming odor of  marijuana, 

CCSO said.
The case was handed 

over to the Major 
Crimes Unit, which 
searched the home.

According to police 
interviews, the mother 
left for work the morn-
ing of  Oct. 3, and the

father, Shahzad Nazir Sayed Sr., 26, 
knowingly went to sleep, leaving the 
two children unattended, police say.

Police say that video footage found 
inside the home revealed that the 
children were able to open doors 
which led to the outside pool area, 
where the baby ended up in the pool.

Video footage also revealed that 
drug transactions took place in the 
presence of  both of  his children, 
according to CCSO. A camera set up 
inside the home reportedly shows 

the father packing and weighing out 
narcotics while the two children were 
there.

Sayed Sr. was arrested Tuesday on 
charges of  aggravated manslaughter 
of  a child, possession of  a controlled 
substance without prescription, 
possession of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  cannabis over 20 grams, 
possession of  a place with knowledge 
of  manufacture of  a controlled 
substance (minor present or residing 
therein) and two counts of  child 
neglect.

“A young life was lost and now a 
family’s hardship continues as today 
a parent must face charges for their 
negligence,” Charlotte County Sheriff 
Bill Prummell said in a statement. 
“All of  this was clearly preventable.”

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.com

County demands 
city retract 

plan to dissolve 
airport authority

Father charged in baby’s drowning death
Cops: Man had 

narcotics around kids

SAYED SR.

SEE PLAN, 7A
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“We’re looking at who 
are our highest-risk health 
care workers and how can 
we protect them,” Pepe 
said.

The county’s Fire 
Department has surveyed 
its emergency medical 
personnel to see how 
many are willing to get the 
vaccine, even if  it’s two 
doses. They do not have re-
sults yet from that survey, 
Deputy Chief Jason Fair 
told The Daily Sun. The 
Fire Department will not 
be mandating COVID-19 
vaccines for its personnel, 
Deputy Chief Mike Davis 
told The Daily Sun. He told 
commissioners that 59% of  
emergency medical staff 
have been impacted by the 
virus, with 6% out now 
due to the virus. Impacted 
means either infected or 
exposed and in precau-
tionary quarantine. None 
have become infected due 
to their medical work, Fair 
said.

With the first vaccine 
requiring storage at minus 
94 degrees Fahrenheit, 
Pepe and commissioners 
discussed various options 
including renting su-
per-cold storage machines 
from the state, buying the 

costly refrigeration units, 
and ensuring a supply of  
dry ice to store vaccine 
supplies once the five-dose 
vials are thawed and 
awaiting injection.

Only 100 million doses 
of  the first two-part Pfizer 
vaccine are available to 
the U.S. before summer, 
the Wall Street Journal 
reported Monday, because 
other countries bought 
the other doses. Pepe said 
he believes other vaccine 
manufacturers will be able 
to fill in the gaps left by 
Pfizer, although only one 
other vaccine is currently 
awaiting FDA emergency 
approval.

Describing COVID-19 
case increases, Pepe noted 
a dramatic difference in 
the age of  positive people 
in the state compared to 
Charlotte County. With 
state cases dominated by 
people in the Miami area, 
the biggest age group for 
the state is 25-34, Pepe 
said. In contrast, the 
median age in Charlotte 
County is now 56, down 
from the age of  local 
victims this spring when 
nursing homes were the 
main places hit.

In Charlotte County, 
92% of COVID deaths have 
been people 65 and over, 
Pepe told commissioners. 
This shows the county’s 

vulnerability as one of  
the oldest counties in the 
county, he said. Ninety 
people age 85 and over 
have died since the start of  
the pandemic. Sixty people 
75-84, have died. In the age 
group 65-74, 37 have died 
as of  records reported 
Tuesday.

Hospitalizations are 
on the rise locally and 
nationally, Pepe said. In 
the past two weeks, the 
county reported 816 new 
cases and 30 of  those 
people were hospitalized, 
bringing the number of  
people currently hospital-
ized to 85, he said. Nine 
of  those people are in 
intensive care. Another 15 
are awaiting diagnosis.

Hospitals got the 
ambulance offload 
delay down to 15 minutes 
Monday, Pepe said, 
acknowledging that it was 
higher over the weekend. 
Local hospitals have had 
to advise ambulances in 
recent weeks of  potential 
emergency department 
delays upon arrival. This 
allows ambulance staff to 
decide whether to go to a 
different hospital if  the 
case warrants it.

Emergency Services 
spokesperson Todd Dunn 
told The Daily Sun that 
even with these status red 
warnings from emergency 

departments, ambulance 
staff know that hospitals 
accept the most urgent 
cases without delay.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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Behind this latest move 
was a failed attempt in 
November to get the 
five-member Airport 
Authority to pursue a pri-
vatization plan that could 
have generated $1.1 billion 
in private investment over 
40 years, Herston said.

Herston actually 
voted in favor of  the 
plan, along with Airport 
Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver. But three other 
commissioners opposed 
the plan, saying why 
change an airport rated 
among the top performing 
in the country. So the 
plan died before com-
missioners could vote on 

dramatically expanding 
their contract with 
privatization consultant 
Andy Vasey.

Punta Gorda Airport 
was poised to become the 
first continental U.S. com-
mercial passenger airport 
to undertake a public-pri-
vate partnership. And 
unlike other American 
airports considering this 
ownership model, Punta 
Gorda is the only one con-
sidered highly successful.

“It boggles my mind 
that the city has made a 
move in this direction,” 
said Commissioner Joe 
Tiseo. “Here we are, five 
commissioners scratching 
our heads. How is it that 
our airport authority with 
five commissioners is on 
the precipice of  being 

dissolved with 30 seconds 
of  discussion?”

County commissioners 
have been lobbying 
against the privatization 
move. They joined Airport 
Authority Commissioner 
Robert Hancik, concerned 
that the airport authority 
could become a repository 
for a huge fund with 
limited county oversight.

Commissioners were 
amazed that the City 
Council’s decision was 
made without notice, 
without a vote, without 
an agenda item, without 
public debate.

“Does anyone realize 
the magnitude of  what’s 
going on?” Tiseo asked.

In fact, the City Council 
called a special meeting 
Tuesday for Wednesday 

morning to discuss the 
issue. That meeting is one 
day before the council 
and commissioners meet 
with the county’s two 
state representatives and 
one senator to discuss 
the upcoming legislative 
agenda. On that agenda 
is a rewriting of  a 2011 
document stating who 
owns the airport in the 
event of  the dissolution of  
the airport authority.

County commissioners 
voted 4-1 to urge the 
City Council to retract 
its letter to legislators. 
Tiseo voted no, saying 
he wanted more. They 
also debated methods of  
ensuring how to maintain 
control of  the airport 
should the Legislature 
find a way to give it to the 

city. Commissioner Chris 
Constance suggested a 
lawsuit.

The City Council 
believed the proposal 
was suggested by Rep. 
Mike Grant speaking 
with the airport consul-
tant Vasey, who in turn 
contacted City Manager 
Greg Murray, Mayor 
Lynn Matthews told the 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Monday. 

Grant told The Daily 
Sun, however, he had no 
contact with anyone on 
this. He opposes dissolv-
ing the airport authority 
of  which his daughter is 
a member, although he 
favors privatization. Vasey 
did not return calls for 
comment, nor did Murray.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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Dozens of ordinary citizens and high-ranking officials made their pitches Thursday to Charlotte County’s three-
member legislative delegation, who also represent seven other counties from Polk to a piece of Lee County. 
 
Hearing the presentations, and cutting them off if they ran too long, were Rep. Michael Grant, Sen. Ben Albritton 
and Sen. Joe Gruters, all Republicans. The gathering, as usual, was at the Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association. 
 
The delegates warned the audience that this will be an unusual year. That’s because the Legislature must 
address an estimated $5.2 billion shortfall in revenue for this year and next due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
“It’s going to be tough this year,” said Albritton to those gathered. “The good news is we’re required to balance the 
budget...It may be we’re not going to do good policy.” 
 
Issues ranged from pandemic-related increases in unemployment insurance to re-opening the investigation of the 
9/11 terrorist attack. 
 
Water quality 
 
Charlotte County seeks funding to help expand sewers to replace aging septic systems. 
 
The local March Against Mosaic seeks legislative help to prevent any expansion of Mosaic Fertilizer in Central 
Florida along the Peace River, which ends in Charlotte Harbor. 
 
Florida Gulf Coast University seeks $1.4 million to complete a building to house the new Water School in Fort 
Myers and $4 million for water quality research. 
 
Punta Gorda Mayor Lynn Matthews asked for $100,000 toward a $4 million project to build water flow control 
structures in the city’s eastern neighborhoods. 
 
Joe Gilberti told delegates he owns an underground spring that will supply the state with cleaner water than 
currently available. 
 
Health 
 



Florida Gulf Coast University seeks $2.3 million to expand its nursing program from 176 to 264. 
 
Lee Health asked for assistance in ensuring Medicaid (health care for the poor) funding for a large influx of people 
likely to join Medicaid roles due to the pandemic. 
 
Heather Wachter asked delegates to consider legislation to allow assisted suicide or other death with dignity 
options. 
Vincent Walker asked for second hand smoke regulations to include outdoor spaces and more enforcement. 
 
Open meetings and open records 
 
Charlotte County seeks amendments to open meeting laws to allow more than one commissioner to attend 
meetings of emergency services personnel during a public emergency. 
 
Airport Authority 
 
Charlotte County seeks reassurances that if the Airport Authority were to be dissolved, the operation would revert 
to county ownership. This was introduced following a move, now withdrawn, by the Punta Gorda City Council to 
take ownership of the airport to pursue privatization. 
 
Former airport commissioner Pam Seay asked legislators to persuade the airport authority to reconsider 
privatization options. She suggested “provincialism” was affecting some commissioners. 
 
Airport Commissioner James Herston advised the delegation the authority opposes any takeover by the City of 
Punta Gorda. 
 
Punta Gorda Airport inspector and retired U.S. Air Force veteran Rick Brown urged the delegation not to 
encourage the privatization of the Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
Education 
 
School Board Chair Wendy Atkinson asked legislators to protect schools from budget cuts and from dramatic 
increases in state employee retirement fund mandates. She also asked for more flexibility in student achievement 
requirements in exchange for progress in closing achievement gaps by 2022. 
 
Parent Joe Williams asked for a return to paper report cards for students, in addition to the online system which 
he said is not kept up to date. 
 
Employment policy 
 
Integrity Employee Leasing warned legislators that Florida employers such as restaurants could be overwhelmed 
by increases in unemployment insurance as a result of job losses during the pandemic. 
 
Airport Commissioners James Herston asked for exemptions from the new minimum wage law to protect senior 
citizens who work at the airport who might cut their hours to avoid taxation of their social security benefits. 
 
Juvenile Justice and Family Court 
 
The Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel asked for money to pay for two more forensic social 
workers and six more lawyers who prosecute cases of child neglect and abuse. Child abuse has grown 
dramatically during the pandemic. 
 
National Security 
 
Michael Zarzano thanked the delegation for not requiring Florida citizens to wear masks. He also asked for more 
investigation of the terrorist attack on the twin towers in New York in 2001, to prove theories that it was a planned 
demolition. 
 
 
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/legislators-listen-to-passionate-pleas/article_cd002fa0-3b26-11eb-81e8-534e4f095359.html 
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Fewer 
people traveled through Punta 
Gorda Airport in November 
despite a big passenger boost 
the previous month.

Almost 96,000 passengers 
flew in and out of  the airport 
in November, compared to 
October’s count of  almost 
105,000.

October’s totals were signifi-
cantly higher than September, 
however, which logged just over 
53,300 passengers at the airport.

With coronavirus concerns 
still lingering, monthly counts 
remain down compared to last 
year — November by almost 
27%, October by almost 11% 
and September by 6.5%.

“We continue to see recovery 
in leisure travel,” said airport 
spokesperson Kaley Miller. 
“Passenger numbers from 
airports in the northeast, 
however, have been the most 
significantly affected due to 
lockdowns and Canadian travel 
restrictions due to COVID-19.”

The passenger count total for 
August was slightly better than 
September with results coming 
in at 60,506, according to the 
PGD report.

In July, it showed a passenger 
count total of  91,437. June was 
similar with a count of  93,767.

In May, the report showed 
only 63,314 with devastating 
April totals of  only 12,030.

2019 PASSENGER TOTALS
In 2019, the report showed 

November passenger totals of  
almost 131,000 with October 
at 117,484 passengers and 
September at 57,068.

Airport passenger numbers drop in November
PGD: ‘We continue 

to see recovery  

in leisure travel’

PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant planes at the Punta Gorda Airport. SEE AIRPORT, 6B
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Compared to last year, August’s 
passenger count was down by just 

over 38%. The airport’s August 
2019 count was 98,060.

July’s count was down by almost 
38%, whereas June was down just 
over 30%.

May and April still show the 
worst drop in passenger totals 

for the airport with May showing 
around 48% compared to May 2019 
and April down 93%.

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1B
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — After a week of  
confusion and controversy among local 
elected officials, the City Council moved to 
drop any actions regarding the privatiza-
tion of  Punta Gorda Airport with a 3-to-2 
vote during a special meeting Wednesday.

City representatives asked state legis-
lators last week for assistance on how to 
become a principle partner in a public-pri-
vate partnership at the airport.

One outcome of that request could have 
potentially led to the dissolution of  the 
Charlotte County Airport Authority and, 
in turn, transfer airport operations to the 
city.

County Commissioners and Airport 
Authority representatives didn’t like the 
idea, however, with commissioners de-
manding the city retract the request and 
Authority Chair James Herston calling 

By MARCY GORDON  
and MICHAEL R. SISAK

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
government and 48 states 
and districts sued Facebook 
Wednesday, accusing it of  abus-
ing its market power in social 
networking to crush smaller 
competitors and seeking reme-
dies that could include a forced 
spinoff of  the social network’s 
Instagram and WhatsApp 
messaging services.

The landmark antitrust 
lawsuits, announced by the 
Federal Trade Commission and 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James, mark the second 
major government offensive 

this year against seemingly 
untouchable tech behemoths. 
The Justice Department sued 
Google in October for abusing its 
dominance in online search and 
advertising — the government’s 
most significant attempt to 
buttress competition since its 
historic case against Microsoft 
two decades ago. Amazon and 
Apple also have been under 
investigation in Congress and by 
federal authorities for alleged 
anticompetitive conduct.

James noted at a press 
conference that “it’s really crit-
ically important that we block 
this predatory acquisition of  
companies and that we restore 
confidence to the market.”

The FTC said Facebook has 

engaged in a “a systematic 
strategy” to eliminate its compe-
tition, including by purchasing 
smaller up-and-coming rivals 
like Instagram in 2012 and 
WhatsApp in 2014. James echoed 
that in her press conference, say-
ing Facebook “used its monopoly 
power to crush smaller rivals 
and snuff out competition, all at 
the expense of  everyday users.”

The FTC fined Facebook $5 bil-
lion in 2019 for privacy violations 
and instituted new oversight and 
restrictions on its business. The 
fine was the largest the agency 
has ever levied on a tech com-
pany, although it had no visible 
impact on Facebook’s business.

City drops bid 
for airport 

privatization

Vice Mayor: ‘We are not 

the evil empire trying to 

take over the airport’

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Charlotte County Airport Authority 
Chair James Herston speaks to the 
City Council during a special meeting 
Wednesday in Punta Gorda.

PUNTA GORDA

US sues Facebook for ‘predatory’ conduct
Government accusing it of abusing its market power in social networking to crush smaller competitors

AP PHOTO/JEFF CHIU

A demonstrator joins others outside of the home of 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg to protest what they say is 
Facebook spreading disinformation in San Francisco.SEE FACEBOOK, 4A

SEE AIRPORT, 4A
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the city’s move “pure greed” during 
a county meeting Tuesday.

“We are not trying to undermine 
the Airport Authority,” respond-
ed Mayor Lynne Matthews at 
Wednesday’s meeting. “We are not 
trying to undermine the Board of  
County Commissioners — that was 
never our intent — nor do we really 
have a burning desire to run the 
airport.”

State statute designates the 
Airport Authority as an indepen-
dent special district, autonomous 
from the county and the city.

The public-private partnership 
proposal — voted down by the 
Airport Authority in November 
— could have brought hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars to the airport 
over a 40-year term, but it would 
have meant handing over airport 
operations to private investors.

It would also allow the principal 
partner of  the airport to invest 
airport profits into community 
projects. Federal aviation regula-
tions bar spending profits outside 
of  the airport.

Herston told the City Council 
Wednesday that they should stick 
to running the city and “let us run 
the airport.”

No Charlotte County commis-
sioner attended the meeting.

The city, along with other local 
government and private entities, 
will present their legislative 
wishlist to Charlotte’s delegation 
of  state lawmakers today. The 
council’s decision on Wednesday 
removed its request for consider-
ation of  the airport partnership.

WHO APPROACHED WHO?
Punta Gorda Manager Greg 

Murray said Andy Vasey, the 

airport’s privatization consultant, 
approached the city about the 
proposal.

“We did not initiate this nor did 
we come up with an idea and try 
to push anyone into this ... at all,” 
Murray said. “We were approached 
on this and it was simply a question 
of  ‘Do you want to hear (or have) a 
discussion?’”

Vice Mayor Debby Carey said she 
was never under the impression 
their request to the state was ever a 
“takeover attempt.”

“It was never presented to us 
that way,” Carey said. “It was a 
‘would you be interested in hearing 
how this could affect the economic 
development of  the entire region’ 
(type of  presentation).

“We (just wanted to) hear more 
about it but then all of  a sudden we 
are the evil empire taking over the 
airport.”

INVOLUNTARY DISSOLUTION
Part of  the city’s request also pro-

posed rewriting a 2011 document 
stating who owns the airport in 
the event of  the dissolution of  the 
Airport Authority.

The “involuntary dissolution” 
would require a special act passed 
by the legislature and signed by 
the governor, according to airport 
spokesperson Kaley Miller.

“That special act then must be 
approved by a majority voters of  

Charlotte County,” Miller told The 
Daily Sun.

“Current Airport Authority 
legislation says all assets would 
revert to the county (upon dissolu-
tion),” Miller continued, “therefore, 
the special act would require the 
voters of  all of  Charlotte County 
give up the entire asset of  the 
airport to the city and relinquish all 
representation on how the airport 
is operated.”

GOING FORWARD
Council members hope for better 

communication between the three 
governing bodies going forward.

“I hope the message that we 
are sending (with removing our 
request) is that we want to work 
with everyone and we still want 
to listen,” said Council member 
Nancy Prafke. “We are still part of  
the county.”

Carey, who voted against the City 
Council’s motion Wednesday, said 
she hopes the local officials can put 
the animosity behind them.

“I just don’t see a come-together, 
‘Kumbaya’ moment at the end of  
this deal,” Carey said. “I (just) hope 
we didn’t send the wrong message 
to the County Commissioners 
that we’ve caved to the bully in 
the room, because that’s what I’m 
afraid we’ve done.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com

Facebook called the gov-
ernment actions “revisionist 
history” that punishes success-
ful businesses and noted that 
the FTC cleared the Instagram 
and WhatsApp acquisitions 
years ago. “The government 
now wants a do-over, sending a 

chilling warning to American 
business that no sale is ever 
final,” Facebook general counsel 
Jennifer Newstead said in 
a statement that echoed the 
company’s response to a recent 
congressional antitrust probe.

Facebook is the world’s 
biggest social network with 
2.7 billion users and a has a mar-
ket value of  nearly $800 billion 
whose CEO Mark Zuckerberg is 

the world’s fifth-richest individ-
ual and the most public face of  
Big Tech swagger.

James alleged Facebook had 
a practice of  opening its site to 
third-party app developers, then 
abruptly cutting off developers 
that it saw as a threat. The 
lawsuit — which includes 46 
states, Guam and the District of  
Columbia — accuses Facebook 
of anti-competitive conduct and 

using its market dominance 
to harvest consumer data and 
reap a fortune in advertising 
revenues.

North Carolina Attorney 
General Josh Stein, who was 
on the executive committee of  
attorneys general conducting 
the investigation, said the liti-
gation has the potential to alter 
the communications landscape 
the way the breakup of AT&T’s 

local phone service monopoly in 
the early 1980s did.

“Our hope is to restructure 
the social networking market-
place in the United States, and 
right now there’s one player,” 
Stein said in a news release. 
James said the coalition worked 
collaboratively with the FTC 
but noted the attorneys general 
conducted their investigation 
separately.

FACEBOOK
FROM PAGE 1A

SUN FILE PHOTO

Punta Gorda Airport in Punta Gorda

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A
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Rent of Mortgage for a Year Sweepstakes.

One local contest entrant will 
WIN a prize package worth more than 

$2,000 including ...

ENTER TODAY!
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KEEP THE HEAT OUT AND THE COOL IN!
Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home is 

easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. With 

this great offer, you save money on your window project – 

and you’ll also save on high energy bills for years to come!

70%
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Offer Ends December 31 
Call for your FREE in-home consultation.

844-957-3570

“ My overall experience was great. I love the window, and from sales to scheduling, the 
experience was very good. The installers are highly skilled professionals and I 
would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.”

LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER
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without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations 
and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Los 
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dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “ENERGY STAR” is 
a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12288  
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North Port’s Sabal Trace to become Central Parc; 

adding retail and homes. PAGE 1B

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — The wors-
ening of  the viral pandemic 
across the United States and 
Europe is threatening their 
economies and intensifying 
pressure on governments 
and central banks on both 
continents to intervene 
aggressively.

In a worrisome sign of  the 
harm the virus is inflicting in 
the U.S, the government said 

Thursday that the number 
of  Americans seeking unem-
ployment benefits jumped last 
week to 853,000 — the most 
since September. The surge 
in jobless claims made clear 
that many companies are still 
shedding workers as states 
reimpose business shutdowns 
and consumers avoid shopping, 
traveling or dining out.

Consumers thus far haven’t 
spent as much this holiday 
shopping season as they have 
in previous years, according 

to credit and debit card data, 
and last month U.S. employers 
added jobs at the slowest pace 
since April. Restaurants, bars 
and retailers all cut jobs in 
November.

Responding to similar pres-
sures, the European Central 
Bank announced Thursday 
that it will ramp up its 
bond-buying program to try to 
hold down longer-term interest 
rates to spur borrowing and 
spending. The ECB’s action 
coincided with the highest 

single-day viral death toll in 
Germany, Europe’s largest 
economy, and the shutdown 
of  restaurants, bars, gyms, 
movie theaters and museums 
in France.

The coronavirus “is having 
an impact on consumers, it 
is having a big impact on the 
labor force, it is having an im-
pact on businesses,” said Gus 
Faucher, an economist at PNC 
Financial. “There are reasons 
to be concerned.”

When the U.S. Federal 

Reserve meets next week, it 
may provide more detailed 
guidance on how long it will 
continue its own bond-buying 
program, which could reassure 
markets that its purchases 
won’t end anytime soon. The 
Fed could announce other 
moves, such as shifting more 
of  its purchases to longer-term 
bonds to try to further cut 
long-term borrowing rates and 
encourage spending. But most 
analysts think the Fed will 

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The scramble for power over the Punta 
Gorda Airport continued Thursday as 
Allegiant Travel Co. exercised its veto 
power, killing a plan to privatize the airport.

The airline’s Dec. 8 letter surfaced at 
the state legislative delegation showcase 
at Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association, 
where citizens and community leaders 
from Southwest Florida gather annually to 
present their requests to Sen. Ben Albritton, 
Sen. Joe Gruters and Rep. Michael Grant.

Until Wednesday, the Punta Gorda City 
Council had planned to ask legislators to 
help them revive a lucrative privatization 
plan for the county’s small but lively 
airport. The Airport Authority had already 
rejected the plan to seek private partners. 
Blowback from county commissioners led a 
divided City Council Wednesday to with-
draw their takeover strategy, 3-2.

But some things die hard, and former 
airport commissioner Pam Seay urged the 
three legislators to weigh in and persuade 
the authority to reconsider its rejection, 
now that the city was withdrawing.

Meanwhile, a copy of  a letter from 
Allegiant to Airport CEO James Parish was 
circulating at the delegation presentation.

Allegiant issues 
belated veto of 

privatized airport
Privatization pitches 

continue after city 

abandons airport  

takeover overture

SEE AIRPORT, 4A

Across US and Europe, pandemic’s grip on economies tightens

SEE PANDEMIC, 4A
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While there are a 
number of  remaining 
unknowns about the 
vaccine, in an emergency, 
“the question is whether 
you know enough” to 
press ahead, said panel 
member Dr. Paul Offit of  
Children’s Hospital of  
Philadelphia. He con-
cluded that the potential 
benefits outweigh the 
risks.

The decision came as 
COVID-19 cases surge to 
ever-higher levels across 
the U.S., with deaths set-
ting an all-time, one-day 
record of  more than 3,100 
on Wednesday.

Pfizer has said it will 
have about 25 million 
doses of  the two-shot 
vaccine for the U.S. by 
the end of  December. But 
the initial supplies will 
be reserved primarily for 
health care workers and 
nursing home residents, 
with other vulnerable 

groups next in line until 
ramped-up production 
enables shots to become 
widely available on de-
mand — something that 
will probably not happen 
until the spring.

Next week, the FDA 
will review a second vac-
cine, from Moderna and 
the National Institutes 
of  Health, that appears 
about as protective as 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s shot. 
A third candidate, from 
Johnson & Johnson, 
which would require just 
one dose, is working its 
way through the pipeline. 
Behind that is a candi-
date from AstraZeneca 
and Oxford University.

U.S. health experts are 
hoping a combination of  
vaccines will ultimately 
enable the U.S. to con-
quer the outbreak.

Still, experts estimate 
at least 70% of  the U.S. 
population will have to 
be vaccinated to achieve 
herd immunity, the point 
at which the virus can 
be held in check. That 
means it could be several 
months before things 
start to get back to nor-
mal and Americans can 
put away their masks.

VACCINE
FROM PAGE 1A

“I understand the 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority may be pursu-
ing a privatization agree-
ment for Punta Gorda 
Airport under the Airport 
Investment Partnership 
Program,” Allegiant Chief  
Financial Officer Greg 
Anderson wrote on Dec. 8, 
almost three weeks after 
the authority had already 
rejected any proposals, 
sight unseen. “As the 
principal commercial user 
of  PGD, Allegiant has 
serious concerns with the 
proposal.”

What proposal is that, 
Airport Commissioner 
Vanessa Oliver asked, 
when approached by 
The Daily Sun, and why 
haven’t airport commis-
sioners seen the proposal?

The three-page proposal 
represented three poten-
tial bidders, drawn up 
by a consultant, airport 
spokesperson Kaley 
Miller told The Daily Sun. 
It outlined obligations 
of  any airport manager 
and also of  Allegiant. It 
included such promises 
as no landing fees for 
Allegiant and a $20 million 
investment in the airline 
by the airport authority 
using private investment 
funds.

On the flip side, obliga-
tions of  Allegiant included 
a number of  guarantees 
including 800,000 mini-
mum enplanements of  
passengers and $10 mil-
lion annual revenues from 
those enplanements.

Miller could not say 
whether it was more 
or less than current 

obligations.
Anderson in his letter 

reiterated assertions by 
others that the airport 
was outperforming other 
airports in the nation, so 
any change in manage-
ment was ill-advised.

“The partnership be-
tween Allegiant and PGD 
has been one of  the most 
successful airline/airport 
partnerships in the histo-
ry of  aviation,” he went 
on, citing an increase in 
Allegiant passengers from 
45,000 in 2009 to 1.6 million 
in 2019.

He also summarized fed-
eral legislation effectively 
giving Allegiant veto 
power over any privat-
ization deal. Federal law 
requires 65% of  commer-
cial airlines to approve, 
and Allegiant is the only 
airline in Punta Gorda.

“Based on what we 
know today, Allegiant 
does not intend to provide 
approval of  the proposal.”

“I think that puts 
the nail in the coffin,” 
said Airport Authority 
Commissioner Robert 
Hancik. Hancik had 

opposed privatization, 
fearing it would disturb 
current management and 
also, leave the authority 
policing a $1 billion com-
munity investment fund 
over 40 years. Hancik said 
the authority should only 
deal with airport issues, 
not communitywide 
investment options.

But at least two other 
airport commissioners 
disagreed, as did Rep. 
Grant. Proponents of  
privatization say it is an 
opportunity for economic 
growth for a county 
offering mostly low wage 
jobs serving a more and 
more retirees.

Oliver chastised her 
fellow authority members 
for shutting down the 
process before they could 
review any of  the propos-
als from investment and 
management firms.

Miller said she assumes 
authority members saw 
the investors’ proposal for 
Allegiant in their discus-
sions with the consultant.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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The Bailey Terminal at the Punta Gorda Airport
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Pete Lear speaks at a recent North Port City Commission meeting. 

 
Group expels former North Port city manager 
 
NORTH PORT -  Former North Port City Manager Pete Lear has been expelled from a professional trade agency for his 
conduct at City Hall. 
 
The International City/County Management Association ripped Lear in a document for his conduct as city manager. Lear 
went on involuntary paid leave in July after details of a workplace romance surfaced. 
 
According Jessica Cowles, the association’s ethics adviser in Washington, D.C., Lear had violated several tenets in the 
agency’s code of conduct. 
 
After reviewing an outside investigation into Lear’s workplace romance and other related documents, the association’s 
executive board voted Dec. 5 to censure and expel Lear from the group’s membership. 
 
Disciplining Lear in such extremes is deemed “the most severe sanction available to the board,” Cowles wrote in the 
document sent to North Port officials. 
 
And while Lear acknowledged the ICMA board’s decision as “consequences to my actions,” he disagreed on its harshness, 
saying it left him “without a path for reinstatement/redemption at some point in the future.” 
 
Cowles acknowledged that. 
 
“The board’s decision is final, and ICMA now considers the matter closed.” 
 
Signs of red tide in Lee, Collier waters 
 
SARASOTA - Red tide is rearing its head in Lee and Collier counties. 
 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission reported small patches of the toxic red tide algae appearing in low 
and medium concentrations. 
 



According to water samples taken between Dec. 7 and Dec. 9, red tide was discovered in samples taken in Pine Island Sound 
near Boca Grande Pass, south to Vanderbilt Beach in Naples. 
 
No signs of red tide were detected in water samples taken north of Pine Island Sound, including Sarasota and Charlotte 
counties.  
 
Mote Marine Laboratory Beach Conditions daily reports Friday saw no complaints of “respiratory irritations,” a sure sign of 
a more intense red tide bloom, in Sarasota County and for almost all Gulf beaches. 
 
To learn more about red tide, visit myfwc.com. 
 
Allegiant vetoes privatized airport idea 
 
PUNTA GORDA - The scramble for power over the Punta Gorda Airport continued as Allegiant Travel Co. exercised its 
veto power, killing a plan to privatize the airport. 
 
The airline’s Dec. 8 letter surfaced at the state legislative delegation showcase at Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association, where 
residents gather to present requests to Sen. Ben Albritton, Sen. Joe Gruters and Rep. Michael Grant. 
 
The Punta Gorda City Council had planned to ask legislators to help them revive a privatization plan for the county’s small 
airport.  
 
A copy of a letter from Allegiant to Airport CEO James Parish nixed the idea. 
 
He summarized federal legislation effectively giving Allegiant veto power over any privatization deal. Federal law requires 
65% of commercial airlines to approve, and Allegiant is the only airline in Punta Gorda. 
 
“Based on what we know today, Allegiant does not intend to provide approval of the proposal.”- Staff Reports 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/venice-area-briefs/article_788928a4-3c08-11eb-9915-67a71bbbcffd.html 
 
 
 

https://www.yoursun.com/venice-area-briefs/article_788928a4-3c08-11eb-9915-67a71bbbcffd.html
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HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, but we do have some rules. Please keep them to less than 250 words. Letters will be edited to length as well as for grammar and spelling. 

All letters must be signed with full name —  not initials. An address and telephone number must be included, but will not be published. Due to the number of letters received, we are able 

to run only one letter per person per month. Opinions and statements made in letters are solely those of the individual writers. Mail your letters to The Sun, Letters to the Editor, 23170 

Harborview Road, Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or email them to letters@yoursun.com. Further questions, call 941-681-3003.

No need to expand  
a good airport
Editor:

It is amazing how much 
fervor has been stirred up 
recently over our local airport. 
Let me state that I have been 
a pilot for over 50 years, 
have flown or been based 
at numerous small airports 
around the county and Punta 
Gorda Airport is one of  the 
best I have ever experienced 
in terms of  management, 
facilities and value.

The recent proposals to 
privatize are incredible in 
that someone is looking for 
a solution where there is 
no problem. I have attended 
several of  the airport meetings 
where Andy Vasey (Vasey 
Group) has proposed taking 
over the airport with a big 
influx of  millions of  dollars, 
over 40 years. Let me state 
that Andy is professional, 
well prepared, slick and has 
overwhelmed many people. 
The key point that no one 
seems to want to focus on is 
that in order to generate that 
kind of  money the airport will 
expand, and I mean expand.

Vasey’s ideas include a hotel, 
parking garage, international 
flights, another airline, bigger 
airplanes and adding 4,000 feet 
to the existing 04/22 runway. 
Do we, local residents really 
want to become Tampa or 
worse Miami? It seems that 
greed is driving this idea, 
the “promise” of  millions of  
dollars, maybe to be invested 
outside the airport.

Do we really want more 
air traffic, bigger airplanes, 
more noise, congestion, all in 
pursuit of  the almighty dollar. 
Punta Gorda is a nice, friendly, 
small town, and I think most 
residents would want to keep it 
that way.

Don Plitnick
Punta Gorda

COMMENTARY EDITOR
John Hackworth
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Highlight
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Privatizing airport  
serves no purpose
Editor:

There is/was a meeting on 
Thursday (12/10/20) at the Civic 
Association in Punta Gorda. The 
meeting involves the potential 
privatization of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport.

I strongly recommend the airport 
remain public.

There are only two privatized 
airports in the United States and 
Puerto Rico. One being the the San 
Juan airport and Stewart Field, New 
York.

The San Juan airport apparently 
isn’t doing very well and the Stewart 
Airport just lost all of  the major 
airline service with Allegiant being 
the only carrier. Saint Louis air-
port considered privatizing but as 
recently as May of  this year voted 
the privatization down.

The FAA authorizes a Passenger 
Facility Charge (PFC) for each 
passenger leaving an airport. The 
airports are required to only invest 
these fees for the airport, not any 
other revenue sharing with other 
authorities.

Our airport is profitable and needs 
all monies to stay at the airport, 
for such items as jetways and other 
items, including general aviation 
and commercial aviation companies.

There isn’t a rational business 
reason to use airport revenues for 
other than airport issues.

Frederick W. “Rick” Brown
Punta Gorda

PUBLISHER AND EDITOR
Glen Nickerson

COMMENTARY EDITOR
John Hackworth
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — The 31st mural celebrating the history of the Punta Gorda Airport is almost completed. 

Artist Keith Goodson has been working a 7.6′ by 24.75′ mural at Veterans Park located at 100 Nesbit Street in 
Punta Gorda. The mural will depict the history of the Charlotte County Airport which is now called the Punta 
Gorda Airport. 

The Punta Gorda Airport was originally built by the US Army Air Corp as a place to train pilots for World War II. 
Three 5,000 foot runways were built by July 1943. 

By February 1944, the Army Air Corp had assigned 1,097 enlisted men and 44 officers to the base. There were 
103 aircraft on the field including 77 Curtiss P-40 Warhawks, which will be depicted in the new mural. 

The P-40 Warhawk will be shown flying out of the field on the left with a P-51 Mustang shown on the tarmac next 
to the other aircraft. 

The Punta Gorda Army Air Field was officially deactivated on September 1, 1945. The base was active a total of 1 
year, 8 months and 22 days and trained an estimated 750 US pilots. 

It was deeded to Charlotte County by the War Assets Administration and has been an active airport ever since. 

 

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2020/12/17/artist-puts-finishing-touches-on-new-punta-gorda-veterans-park-mural/ 

 

 

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2020/12/17/artist-puts-finishing-touches-on-new-punta-gorda-veterans-park-mural/
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By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

While trying to help others, a Port 
Charlotte Navy airman died Wednesday.

Trevor Lee Smith, 21, saw a two-car 
crash on the left side of  Interstate 75 near 
the Kings Highway exit on Wednesday 

evening, and stopped 
his vehicle on the right 
shoulder.

As he ran across the 
interstate attempting to 
help the people in the 
crash, he was struck and 
killed by a pickup truck, 
according to the Florida 
Highway Patrol.

“He was a great person, cared for every 
one of  his friends; always put his life in 
risk to make sure his friends or loved ones 
or anyone were OK,” his friend Jaylon 
Borges told The Daily Sun. “He was in the 
Navy. He had a great young life.”

After striking Smith, the Ford pickup 
truck crashed into the original wreck that 
involved a sedan and a tractor-trailer, 
according to Florida Highway Patrol. The 
three Cape Coral men in the pickup truck 
were not injured, troopers say.

The driver of  the tractor-trailer, a 
32-year-old Cape Coral man, sustained 
serious injuries and was taken to Lee 
Memorial Hospital.

The two people in the sedan had to be 
extricated from the vehicle because it 
was then wedged between the tractor-
trailer and the pickup truck, according to 
EMS responders.

A 22-year-old Port Charlotte woman 
had minor injuries and a 27-year-old 
Port Charlotte man had serious injuries, 
troopers say. The two were taken to 
Fawcett Memorial Hospital.

Florida Highway Patrol is 
investigating.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.com

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The Punta Gorda Airport’s 
lawyer is demanding docu-
ments from the city of  Punta 
Gorda about its communica-
tions with a consultant who 
championed a failed privatiza-
tion plan for the airport.

Airport Attorney Darol Carr 
told the Airport Authority 
Commission on Thursday that 
he is investigating whether the 
consultant, Andrew Vasey, vio-
lated fiduciary responsibilities 
to his client — the airport — by 
seeking to dissolve the authori-
ty and hand it over to the city.

Either that, Carr said, or the 
city came up with the idea on 
its own.

“Once we receive that 
information, we can see who 
said what to whom, or did the 
prospect arise spontaneously 
within the city?” Carr told 
airport commissioners.

Airport commissioners also 
voted unanimously Thursday 
on a resolution condemning 
recent actions by the city that 
was seeking to wrest control 
of  the airport in pursuit of  a 
lucrative investment deal.

“The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority is adamantly 
against any consolidation or 
assimilation into Charlotte 
County government, or the City 

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Diane Albert’s 
unreliable Ford Focus was the 
only vehicle she had to drive her 
granddaughters to and from Vineland 
Elementary School.

But while waiting in the parent 
pickup line on a recent afternoon, 
a sheriff’s patrol car pulled behind 
Albert and deputy asked her to get 
out of  her car. Several Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s deputies, including 
Sheriff Bill Prummell, were standing 
by. Confused, the 62-year-old asked 
Prummell what was going on.

“We kind of  heard you were a little 
bit down on your luck here, and you 
are raising your grandkids, and we 
think that’s a great thing,” Prummell 
said. “We wanted to bring a little 
sunshine to your Christmas.”

Seconds later a deputy pointed at 
a brand new, white Honda Fit with a 
large red bow across the hood. “Merry 

Christmas,” a deputy said.
“What is this all about?” she asks a 

tall man in a bullet-proof  vest, who is 
not a deputy.

The man, best known as 
Englewood’s YouTube sensation 
Danny Duncan, hugs Albert.

“I don’t know what to say,” Albert 
cried.

Albert said she was shocked. She 
didn’t believe the car was hers. She 
thanked everyone several times. 
She parked her old Ford, and drove 
the Honda in line to pick up her 
granddaughters Jordan, 6, and 
Brianna, 9.

STAFF REPORT

ENGLEWOOD — Lemon 
Bay High School alumnus 
Doug Izzo is the new executive 
director of  the Englewood 
Chamber of  Commerce.

The chamber announced 
Thursday that Izzo will 

officially begin 
his duties Jan. 4.

Izzo was 
most recently 
employed at 
the Tampa 
Bay Beaches 
Chamber of  
Commerce, 

working as membership 
support from 2012-13 and then 
as government affairs liaison 
from 2013 to present, according 
to his resume. It also shows 
he earned his bachelor of  arts 
degree from Eckerd College in 
St. Petersburg in May 2013 as 

a communication major with a 
minor in political science and 
business management.

From 2006-2009, Izzo 
was manager of  now-gone 
Rotonda Pizza & Subs in the 
Placida Village shopping 
center. In 2008, he managed 
Robert Skidmore’s successful 
campaign for Charlotte County 
Commission. 

It was around that time 
he served as an intern at 
the Englewood Chamber of  
Commerce, the organization he 
was hired this week to lead.

“Doug’s strong background 

and experience in tourism 
and government affairs is 
going to be a great asset to 
our chamber,” said Jonathan 
Varner, the chamber’s 
president in a statement.

The chamber’s president-
elect Brian Faro added, “I 
am super excited we were 
able to find a well-qualified 
candidate who has a history 
in the Englewood area. Doug’s 
love for the community is 
bringing him back home, and 
we are looking forward to the 
experiences he brings from 
his extensive chamber and 

community involvement in the 
Tampa Bay Area.”

Izzo replaces Ed Hill, who 
resigned from the chamber 
Sept. 11. Kim Parks, who is 
the interim executive director, 
will continue as membership 
director, according to Faro.

“Please join me in 
welcoming Doug Izzo back 
home to Englewood,” Faro 
said. “I know Doug and Kim 
Parks will continue to lead 
this organization in the right 
direction and we are all 
looking forward to a successful 
2021.”

Port 
Charlotte 

Navy airman 
killed in I-75 

crash
Sailor died trying  

to help others

SMITH

Who started the takeover plan? 
Airport authority 

wants to know

PHOTO PROVIDED

This view of the relatively small Punta Gorda Airport shows one of the many capital investment 
projects in the works. This is the reconstruction of the shorter runway is seen recently from the 
tower at the Punta Gorda Airport. SEE PLAN, 3B

Englewood Chamber hires new executive director
Lemon Bay grad 

Doug Izzo named 
to the position 

Thursday
IZZO

Danny Duncan gives an 
Englewood Nana a new car

Famous YouTube 
‘influencer’ spreads 

holiday cheer, money

SCREENSHOTS PROVIDED

Diane Albert can’t believe Danny Duncan has given her a new car in the parking lot of Vineland Elementary School.

Diane Albert asks what’s wrong as Charlotte County Sheriff Bill Prummell and 
Danny Duncan have a nice surprise lined up for her. They gave her a new car 
when she went to pick up her granddaughters at Vineland Elementary School.

SEE DANNY, 3B
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of  Punta Gorda, or any 
other governmental enti-
ty,” part of  the resolution 
reads.

The city council last 
week rescinded its vote to 
investigate a takeover.

New Airport 
Commissioner Vanessa 
Oliver, who supports 
privatization, made 
several motions Thursday 
aimed expanding private 
investment in the air-
port. She agreed to the 
condemnation resolution 
only after wording was 
removed about how much 

economic benefi t the 
airport generates. That 
benefi t would have been 
greater with privatization, 
she said.

She also asked for a 
new economic benefi t 
analysis of  the airport. 
Other commissioners 
disapproved of  a plan to 
ask Florida Gulf  Coast 
University to do the study, 
however, or any study 
before the pandemic is 
concluded.

“My concern is we’re 
opening up a back door to 
the (Airport Investment 
Partnership Program),” 
Commissioner Robert 
Hancik said. “It’s a dead 
issue.”

By Thursday afternoon, 
the city had responded 
to Carr’s request with an 
invoice for $31.25.

“[P]roduction of  the 
record(s) entailed extraor-
dinary staff  time, resulted 
in copy charges of  more 
than $25 or both,” the city 
wrote.

Vasey had not respond-
ed to Carr’s request as 
of  press time Thursday, 
nor has he responded to 
requests for comment 
from The Daily Sun.

A proposal to privatize 
the airport keeps resur-
facing, even though a 
divided airport commis-
sion voted in November 
to halt any pursuit of  

the project. It had been 
proposed by Vasey and 
outgoing Commissioner 
Pam Seay.

Vasey has acknowl-
edged that he could have 
negotiated to be paid a 
portion of  the deal, were 
it to be approved. Private 
investors were waiting 
in the wings at that time 
with plans to invest 
hundreds of  millions of  
dollars in the airport in 
exchange for a 40-year 
lease that would end pub-
lic control over day-to-day 
operations.

Punta Gorda would 

have become the fi rst pas-
senger airport in the U.S. 
outside of  Puerto Rico, 
and the only profi table 
airport to undertake a 
public-private partner-
ship. But three com-
missioners questioned 
the need for an outside 
company when the small 
airport is among the most 
successful in the nation.

A blow to the plan came 
when Allegiant Travel Co. 
said it would not agree 
to a deal proposed to it 
by unnamed investors. 
Allegiant is the only 
airline at the airport and 

has veto power over any 
deal.

Before Allegiant’s 
belated decision, however, 
city councilors voted to 
investigate taking owner-
ship of  the airport, that is 
not within the city limits. 
It would have entailed 
dramatic measures 
rewriting state legislation, 
dissolving the author-
ity and taking default 
control away from county 
commissioners.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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If  the public thinks the 
“sale” of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport has been shot down 
permanently, you would be 
mistaken.

The public is 
overwhelmingly against doing 
anything in regard to changing 
who operates the airport. 
While not “officially” selling 
the airport, the leasing of  it 
for “40 years” is tantamount 
to losing control for more than 
two generations.

On a 3-2 decision the Airport 
Authority members decided 
to shut the “opportunity” 
down. While most, including 
the prime tenant Allegiant 
Air, were against this project, 
others will not go peaceful into 
the night.

At the annual legislators 
meeting at the PGICA we were 
treated to a plea from former 
AA member Pam Seay to 
continue to push the plan. Pam 

acting more like a a promoter 
but without the “closer” 
ability decided that those who 
objected were “provincial” in 
their thinking. Yes, that’s the 
way to do it (you are just too 
stupid to see the advantage in 
this plan).

Pam deciding not to run for 
another term, not only left the 
political stage but endorsed 
eventual winner Vanessa 
Oliver as her replacement.

Vanessa made a very 
eloquent plea for continuing 

to see what the offer would be, 
but however eloquent, it fell 
on deaf  ears. This decision 
once made set off a “me too” 
decision by the Punta Gorda 
City Council to decide that 
they too have demands on 
the facility. Who approached 
whom is open for discussion 
but the hue and cry from the 
public provided a hasty retreat 
peppered with comments of  
denial.

Others, elected members of  
all stripe opined “this is not 
over.”

What this might mean is 
that who “controls” the airport 
could be up for discussion 
in the office of  the Charlotte 
County Commission and 
perhaps in Tallahassee.

Vasey, a hire by the AA to 
explore opportunities for the 
airport to make money on 
their assets, having brought 
some “opportunities” without 

success went “a bridge too 
far” in this latest “great 
idea.” Vasey, has to this point 
received over $260,000 in 
compensation for his efforts. 
Vasey is obviously in over his 
head and needs to go. Who 
recommended him and who 
decided he was worth the 
effort needs to be chastised and 
exposed for all to see that you 
do not try to fix what is not 
broken.

The airport seems to be on 
very good footing and makes 
approximately $8 million 
per year, with more to come. 
The activity at the airport 
has generated $1.25 billion of  
economic activity over time 
and with good stewardship 
the $24 million airport surplus 
should continue to grow.

How and why this “non-
starter” got to this point seems 
to be obscure. What is known 
and most likely will not change 

is that the “public”... no, 
make that the “voting public” 
does not want anything like 
“leasing” or “selling” or “40 
years” to be part of  the Punta 
Gorda Airport activities.

What we should be doing 
is being a cheerleader for 
Allegiant Air and while the 
“deal” we have with Allegiant 
may or may not be ideal, we 
do have to know that Allegiant 
has been good for us and 
while Mr. Redmond the CEO is 
dealing with the Covid crisis 
as we are, his investment in 
the county dwarfs anything 
those dreaming of  manna from 
heaven could ever imagine.

Now let’s get some real 
businesses to the county. Pie in 
the sky will not be accepted.

Richard Pitz is a member of  the 
Charlotte County Curmudgeon 
Club.

Don’t resurrect the bad airport deal

RICHARD PITZ
Curmudgeon Corner
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I’m really excited about Christmas this year. Normally the stress of gift buying, staying on a budget, planning 
travel up north and tying up loose ends at work take away from what should be a joyful day. 
 
But, not this year. Even the pandemic can’t spoil this big day for me. 
 
As is my tradition, I want to share my joy with some people I know, or don’t really know, in the tri-county area. If I 
had my wish, I would surprise each and every one of them with a special present Friday. 
 
Hopefully, someone will make sure these folks are rewarded with: 
 
• A real museum for the Charlotte County Historical Society and everyone who values the history of our area. 
 
• A bone marrow donor for little Jakobe Kai Washington. 
 
• A workout video produced by Michael Haymans for all us out-of-shape boomers. It would include his push-up 
regimen and maybe offer a few examples of martial arts. 
 
• A bunch of emails for local attorney Darol Carr. 
 
• An interview with Martin Dorio for The Daily Sun writer Steve Reilly. Dorio, in case you’ve forgotten, is the 
phantom candidate for the Punta Gorda Airport Authority who closed the race to Democrat and Independent 
voters. 
 
• The return of Waterfest for the great volunteers who missed out on the powerboat races this year. 
 
• The restructuring of Warm Mineral Springs and a world-wide ad campaign to espouse its attributes for North 
Port. 
 
• A waterpark for Arredondo Pointe. 
 
• Vaccine shots for every healthcare worker and physician in Southwest Florida. 
 
• A recurring annual grant of at least $500,000 for both the Virginia B. Andes and Englewood Community Care 
clinics. 
 



• A new sport coat for U.S. Rep. Greg Steube. 
 
• Masks for everyone. 
 
• Study Bibles for my grandson in Orlando for his street ministry (I am working on this one). 
 
• A real vacation in some remote area without internet or phone service for the good Dr. David Klein (whether he 
wants it or not). 
 
• Mini-flag poles for some of the residents along Peachland Boulevard. 
 
• A water quality bill we can all live with for Florida Sen. Joe Gruters. 
 
• A basketball shot whisperer for Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch. Senior Olympics just a few 
weeks away. 
 
• A peak season for all our restaurant owners. 
 
• A thousand more homes and a Publix for Babcock Ranch founder Syd Kitson. 
 
And for all The Daily Sun readers, my family and friends, a most merry Christmas and a virus-free happy New 
Year 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/column-and-a-merry-christmas-to-one-and-all/article_232064ee-3f1f-11eb-acd9-972942ed0e9e.html 
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An October incident in an airplane hangar motivated the Punta Gorda Airport Authority to grant management 
emergency access and locking of tenants’ hangars. 
 
A man fell and, while unconscious, had to be removed by ambulance in October. He had been helping an airplane 
owner prepare to spray paint a plane, which is not allowed in hangars, Airport Marketing Director Kaley Miller told 
The Daily Sun. 
 
Airport staff noticed the subleasor of the hangar had improperly rewired some electrical boxes in the hangar to 
accommodate his power equipment, which is also a fire hazard, Miller said. 
 
After the helper was knocked out by his fall, airport management decided they needed to seal off that particular 
hangar, blocking access to the subleasor. This was to protect the rest of the airport. 
 
Airport Chief Executive Officer James Parish told airport commissioners Thursday that they realized they did not 
have clear emergency access to the hangars of some 200 tenants, nor the authority to close a hangar off in cases 
where they found something hazardous in the hangar. 
 
Commissioners voted unanimously to give airport management this authority. They also voted unanimously to 
add to all new leases the requirement for $1 million liability insurance policies. The goal is to protect the rest of the 
airport tenants, such as in t-hangars where multiple airplanes are stored in spaces separated by walls. Punta 
Gorda’s hangars are built with fire walls, which would delay the spread of any fire, Parish told the commission. 
 
The airport has had to get strict about what can go on in a hangar, Chief Operating Officer Ron Mallard told The 
Daily Sun. A hangar has to have an airplane in it, and can’t be used to store other things, like cars. You can’t live 
in your hangar. And you can’t have so much stuff in your hangar that you can’t get your plane out, Mallard said. 
 
 
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com 
 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/punta-gorda-airport-takes-action-after-hangar-accident/article_4f787b94-416d-11eb-8c17-
93dc63e62afa.html 
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An October incident in an airplane hangar motivated the Punta Gorda Airport Authority to grant 
management emergency access and locking of tenants' hangars. A man fell and, while unconscious, had 
to be removed by ambulance in October. He had been helping an airplane owner prepare to spray paint a 
plane, which is not allowed in hangars, Airport Marketing Director Kaley Miller told The Daily Sun. 
 
 
 
 
https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/news/2131153721534/punta-gorda-airport-takes-action-after-hangar-accident 
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The Punta Gorda Mural Society is ending 2020 with a new mural to capture the history of the old Army air field 
built in 1943. 
 
Artist Keith Goodson started painting the new mural on a newly constructed wall in Veterans Park on Nesbit 
Street in Punta Gorda on Dec. 7. 
 
Goodson has been painting since he was a young boy. Since 1994, he has been painting professional portraits 
and murals around Florida. He was born in Cocoa Beach and currently lives in Lake Placid. He has completed 20 
murals in Lake Placid and he maintains the 50 murals that exist in the town. This was the first time he has 
completed work in Punta Gorda. Most recently, he painted two large abstract murals outside the Port Charlotte 
Town Center mall. 
 
 “Those were 25 feet wide by 30 feet high and I had to use scaffolding to finish those,” Goodson said. “The one I 
am doing here is a smaller scale.” 
 
The mural does not yet have a name. 
 
“The society usually will come up with a title after it is completed,” Goodson said. “I draw up the rendering and 
then share my concept with the society to get it approved. Once that is done, I come out and start the painting 
process.” 
 
The beauty of his murals is that they are painted in a traditional hand-painted style using oil and acrylic paints. 
 
“When they are finished, I seal them with a protectant coat that keeps the paint vibrant for years,” Goodson said. 
 
Goodson completed the mural on Dec. 20. 
 
“We hope to have the dedication in February,” said Kelly Gaylord, president of the Punta Gorda Mural Society. 
 
The Punta Gorda Army Air Field was used to train pilots during World War II. 
 
The old army air field was used from February 1944 to September 1945 to train an estimated 750 U.S. pilots for 
WWII. The Army Air Corps staffed the facility with 44 officers and 1,097 enlisted men and had more than 100 
aircraft on the ground. 
 



 

 
 

Training ended on Sept. 1, 1945, one day before the Japanese surrendered. The facility was active for a total of 1 
year, 8 months and 22 days. 
 
In 2002, the Mural Society painted a mural featuring the historic air field on three walls at the Charlotte County 
Airport (now the Punta Gorda Airport). Unfortunately, the mural was lost in 2004, a victim of Hurricane Charley. 
Now 16 years later, the society is eager to capture this important history once again, Gaylord said. 
 
The Mural Society invites everyone to sign up for a walking tour and explore Punta Gorda’s heritage through its 
historical murals. The tours are done every Tuesday from Jan. 12 through March 30 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Register early, tour size is limited. Call 941-639-3720 for details. 
 
This is the 31st mural the society has sponsored. 
 
Visit www.puntagordamurals.org and or check out the Facebook page for more information. 
 
 
Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.com 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/newest-punta-gorda-mural-now-complete/article_07edb83c-3bd9-11eb-a15f-6fdbde91119f.html 
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The Charlotte County Historical Marker Program was established in 2005 to recognize historical resources, persons and 
events that are significant in the areas of architecture, archaeology and community development. You can drive around the 
county and stand on the spot where history happened. 
 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
Charlotte County was created in 1921, after citizens had pushed for 34 years to divide DeSoto County, and Punta Gorda was 
the new county seat. After meeting in rented quarters, the Board of County Commissioners voted in 1927 to plan a new 
building and purchased two downtown lots from George Brown (1868 -1951), an African-American businessman, for 
$25,000. Expanded in the 1960s and 1980s to accommodate the changing needs of Charlotte County residents, the 
Courthouse served as the center of civic and community life for 71 years until the Justice Center opened in 1999. 118 West 
Olympia Avenue, Punta Gorda 
 
CHARLOTTE HARBOR CEMETERY 
Established in 1879, Charlotte Harbor Cemetery is the oldest known cemetery in Charlotte County and the final resting place 
of many local pioneers who braved a subtropical wilderness and Civil War reconstruction to build a settlement on the 
Charlotte Harbor waterfront. Everyday families, intrepid individuals and noteworthy leaders are all represented here. It was 
the local cemetery for residents over three decades, until the Charlotte Harbor Cemetery land with boundaries as they exist 
today was deeded to First Methodist Church of Charlotte Harbor (now Trinity United Methodist Church) on May 1, 1908 for 
a dollar. 4410 Church Street, Port Charlotte 
 
EL JOBEAN 
 



 
 
The area now known as El Jobean was originally part of those federal lands in Florida deeded to the state government 
following its admission to the United States in 1845. Private ownership and development of the area first began in 1883 when 
the land was purchased and deeded to the London-based Florida Land and Mortgage Company. In 1887, Scottish immigrants 
Daniel and Jane MacPherson purchased 1,071 acres on which they platted the town of Southland on the east bank of the 
Myaaka River. Undeveloped save for a small fishing camp for sport fishermen, the town was a stop on the Charlotte Harbor 
and Northern Railroad after 1907 and sold to turpentine distillers in 1920. The unsuccessful businessmen sold the entire 
Southland tract in 1923 to Joel Bean of the Boston and Florida Reality Trust Company, who looked to capitalize on the land 
boom then sweeping Florida. Changing the name to El Jobe-an, an anagram of his name, Bean developed plans for a unique 
hexagonal “City of Destiny” for northern buyers seeking winter homes. El Jobean’s flourishing development was cut short by 
two major hurricanes in 1926 and 1928 and the onset of the Great Depression in 1929. El Jobean continued as a fishing 
community and winter home for tourists and circus performers. 4370 Garden Road, Port Charlotte 
 
FIRST PUNTA GORDA HOME SITE 
On June 22, 1876, James A. Lockhart and his wife Josephine chose this location to build their new home, which was 
described as the lowest location in the area, near the only pine trees on the clearing and adjacent to a shell mound. 
Approximately two years later Lockhart sold his claim to James Madison Lanier, a hunter and trapper. The Lanier family 
lived there until 1883 when 30.8 acres were sold to Isaac Trabue, who bought additional land and platted the Town of Trabue 
on February 25, 1885. This land was incorporated as the City of Punta Gorda on December 7, 1887. 300 West Retta 
Esplanade, Punta Gorda 
 
HICKORY BLUFF MOUNDS 
 

 
 
In 1905, Clarence Bloomfield Moore (1852-1936), a wealthy, amateur archaeologist from Philadelphia excavated a mound 
located on the northern bank of the Peace River about one half mile north of this site. Moore found the sand burial mound 
containing bones and pottery sherds dating the mound to the Safety Harbor period (A.D. 900-1725). The Timucua Indians, 
part of the Safety Harbor culture, lived along the central Gulf coast of Florida. Moore noted that the mound had been badly 
disturbed prior to his excavation. Early settlement of the Hickory Bluff area may have been the cause of the mound's 
disturbance. Today there is no evidence of the sand mound. 5100 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 
 
HOTEL PUNTA GORDA 
Hotel Punta Gorda, one of the first buildings of any kind constructed in Punta Gorda, opened in January 1888. The three story 
building contained 150 rooms, all with a view of the waters of Charlotte Harbor. Although the hotel, built in the Queen Anne 
style, was located in a then remote part of Florida, it had such modern conveniences as gas lighting, electric bells, steam heat 
and open fireplaces. The hotel attracted a clientele of wealthy and notable guests from around the world: Thomas Edison, 
John Wanamaker, W. K. Vanderbilt, the Samuel Colt family and others. Ownership changed in 1924 when it was acquired by 
Barron Collier. He changed the name to the Hotel Charlotte Harbor, remodeled the hotel and expanded the grounds. He 



added new tennis courts, a boat basin and a 176 by 80 foot swimming pool. The hotel was destroyed by fire in August 1959. 
115 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 
 
INDIAN SPRING CEMETERY 
 

 
 
Indian Spring Cemetery, also called Indian Springs, was created in 1886 on land donated by James L. Sandlin (1858-1903), 
who settled on Alligator Creek in 1884. Additions were recorded through 1975. The name 'Indian Spring' came from a small 
spring near the creek that was thought to have been used by native tribal dwellers. The 40-acre cemetery is the second known 
graveyard established in the Charlotte Harbor area and the first publicly-owned burial ground. Owned and maintained by 
Charlotte County since 1948, it contains over 2,500 verified interments, some unmarked, dating back to 1889. 9500 Indian 
Spring Cemetery Road, Punta Gorda 
 
LT. CARL A. BAILEY CEMETERY 
 

 
 
Lt. Carl Bailey Cemetery has served this area’s African-American community as a final resting place for over 120 years. The 
cemetery was called the Cleveland Cemetery, established in the 1880s on land owned by New York investor W. Irving Scott. 
Charlotte County assumed control in 1986. Interred here are many of the area’s original African-American pioneers. In 1957, 
the cemetery was renamed in honor of well-known hometown son Carl Bailey. First Lt. Bailey served as a U.S. Air Force jet 
fighter pilot flying combat missions during the Korean War. Today the cemetery remains active with over 400 known 
interments and is still available as a final resting place. 1018 Scott Avenue, Punta Gorda 
 
MURDOCK 
Inspired by the completion of the Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad (CH&N) in 1907, land speculator John Milton 
Murdock (1867-1925) platted the village of Murdock in 1914. Located at the southwest intersection of US 41 (Tamiami 
Trail) and the CH&N, the area known as Murdock was once home to a hotel, general store, post office, CH&N loading dock, 
and a two-story railroad depot. In 1916, John Murdock abandoned the town of Murdock and moved to Jacksonville. Today 
"Murdock" refers to the intersection of Tamiami Trail and SR 776 and its surrounding area, including the present location of 
county municipal offices. 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte 
 
PLACIDA BUNK HOUSE 
 



 
 
The Placida Bunk House was built about 1907 by the Charlotte Harbor & Northern Railroad to house their employees. The 
line was laid to transport phosphate to docks at South Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island. Several families called the building 
home, as railroad transportation encouraged early settlement of the Placida area. Over the years, it has been the site of a local 
school, post office, and meeting place for a local church. It is linked with several longtime families who established the 
community here in the 1900s. This landmark was moved to its present location onto county-owned land along the Cape Haze 
Pioneer Trail, to protect it from demolition during the Coral Creek bridge realignment. It was originally located on the 
eastern side of the railroad bed in Placida. 1688 Gasparilla Road, Port Charlotte 
 
PUNTA GORDA ARMY AIR FIELD 
In May 1942, the Army Air Corps chose this site for the Punta Gorda Army Air Field (PGAAF). The Army Air Corps 
activated PGAAF on December 11, 1943 with a mission to train pilots for overseas duty. The first student pilots arrived in 
February 1944. This included the 490th Fighter Squadron and the 502nd Fighter-Bomber Squadron. Over 750 student pilots 
completed 15 weeks of training at the base. The base had 61 service buildings including hangars, repair shops, chapel, 
theater, mess hall and classrooms. Personnel lived in 268 “hutments” consisting of wooden lower halves and canvas tops. 
PGAAF contributed to the victory in World War II and was deactivated on September 1, 1945, one day before the official 
surrender of Japan. Today the Punta Gorda Airport serves our community through both private and commercial aviation. 
Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Rd, Punta Gorda 
 
PUNTA GORDA BANK 
The Punta Gorda Bank was operating by June 1894 as a branch of the State Bank of Fort Meade. It was chartered by the state 
as a separate bank in July 1899, with a capital of $15,000 and Perry Wadsworth McAdow as president. McAdow had earned 
a fortune as the owner of the Spotted Horse gold mines in Fergus County, Montana, and relocated to Punta Gorda after 
vacationing here with his wife. McAdow constructed a one-story, brick façade commercial building to house the bank. The 
Punta Gorda Bank occupied the corner storefront, with Earnest Dry Goods, the Punta Gorda Trading Company, Wade’s Drug 
Store and a community social hall known as McAdow Hall filling the remainder of the building. The Punta Gorda Bank 
underwent some years of uncertainty, and on April 23, 1917 it was reorganized as the State Bank of Punta Gorda and was 
relocated to a new building. 312 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 
 
SOUTHLAND TRAIL CEMETERY 
The Southland Trail Cemetery, believed to be a non-white cemetery, serves as the final resting place for an undisclosed 
number of leased convict laborers, blacks and possibly 18th century Spanish-Indian fishermen. The age of the cemetery is 
unknown; however locals refer to it as the “Convict Cemetery.” The leasing of convicts continued until 1923 when Florida 
legislators banned the practice. The Southland Trail Cemetery lies near the site of the Weeks-Gurganious turpentine camp. It 
served as the camp’s burial ground and as a cemetery for blacks until its last interment in 1966. 14516 McClellan Avenue, 
Port Charlotte 
 
TOWN OF MCCALL 
In 1905, the Charlotte Harbor and Northern Railroad (CH&N) built a depot and section house along its rail line from the 
phosphate mines at Mulberry to the port of Boca Grande. The CH&N Railroad platted the town of McCall in 1909 and 
named it for C.B. McCall, the general freight and passenger agent at Boca Grande. The town soon contained a turpentine 
camp, sawmill, store, post office, one-room school house and two churches. Trains would stop and take on water for their 
boilers from a nearby pond. By 1928, McCall was a non-stop station and cattleman Arthur “A.C.” Frizzell purchased the 
railroad property, demolishing most of the buildings. The intersection of County Road 771 and State Road 776 is the only 
visible remnant of what was once the town of McCall. 1688 Gasparilla Road, Port Charlotte 
 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 



A congregation has met at Trinity United Methodist Church continuously since 1873. The first church organized in today’s 
Charlotte County, its members have been an integral part of its history and it represented civilization in a frontier wilderness. 
23084 Seneca Avenue, Port Charlotte 
 
Take the Heritage Landmark Virtual Tour of Charlotte County's historic sites: https://bit.ly/378aI05 
 
Source: Charlotte County, www.charlottecountyfl.gov 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/centennial/plaque-marks-the-spot-for-historic-charlotte-county-sites/article_985b1924-2ff8-11eb-bf65-479ac6b57bac.html 
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I am not sure people have ever been more anxious to say goodbye to one year and welcome a new one. 
 
And I can almost promise that 2021 will be a better year for most — although the first few months are going to be rocky until 
we get the COVID-19 vaccine offered to everyone, and until businesses that suffered big setbacks in 2020 begin to recover. 
 
We have a lot of challenges, like staying safe until we can get the vaccine. Our lawmakers have to come up with $5 billion in 
state money or trim that much in services and projects. We will, unfortunately, still be a divided nation as a new president 
moves into the White House. 
 
As I look into my crystal ball, I see 2021 as a year of recovery and hope. For example: 
 
• Just a quick look at the final day of 2020 shows a late rush of entries make the first-ever Freedom 5K Run at the William R. 
Gaines Jr. Veterans Memorial Park a big success Thursday, starting at 9 a.m. Money from the run will be used to fund the 
Paddle for Heroes program. You can get information at wrgainesjr.org. 
 
• The Charlotte County Fair will go on as normal in February, albeit all outdoors, and people will set attendance records as 
they are desperate to get out of the house and do some family stuff outdoors. 
 
• Likewise, spring training games for the Tampa Bay Rays and Atlanta Braves will set records for attendance — especially 
with no minor league games on the horizon after the Stone Crabs were disbanded. 
 
• The Charlotte County Commission puts off a vote on selling its Melbourne Street property to a developer who wants to 
build a boat storage facility. 
 
• Sunseeker announces it will team up with a partner and construction will resume. And, even better, the huge pool that was 
originally promised is back in the design thanks to deep pockets from the new investor. 
 
• The Arcadia rodeo will be televised nationwide as similar events in other parts of the country are called off because of the 
lingering COVID-19 concerns. 
 
• Gov. Ron DeSantis announces he will kick off his 2022 campaign early and names Donald J. Trump as his campaign 
manager. 
 
• The Punta Gorda Airport Authority once again looks at turning the airport over to a private investor but deadlocks 2-2 in a 
vote when one member is quarantined and a Zoom vote is declared illegal. Seems there is fine print that says all members 
must vote in person. 
 



 
• Babcock Ranch builds its 2,000th home and construction of the hurricane shelter begins. 
 
• Because of COVID-19 concerns, “The Bachelor” television series moves its live taping to Punta Gorda. 
 
• The Tampa Bay Rays will take on the Cincinnati Reds in the World Series. 
 
• Tom Brady says he will return for another season with the Tampa Bay Bucs if Randy Moss will come out retirement and 
sign to play opposite Antonio Brown at wide receiver. 
 
• The Charlotte County Commission sells its Melbourne Street property to the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The tribe says it 
will build a casino and a bridge across U.S. 41 to Sunseeker. 
 
• And, the tribe offers to build a separate facility on the property to house the Charlotte County History Museum, with the 
understanding it will include a significant display of the Native American impact on the area. 
 
My crystal ball is failing me now, so I have to stop and just wish everyone a very happy new year. 
 
 
John Hackworth is commentary editor of The Daily Sun newspapers. You can reach him at john.hackworth@yoursun.com. 
 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/arcadia/column-my-trusty-crystal-ball-looks-at-2021/article_dfcc7576-460c-11eb-abc6-6348723126b5.html 
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MAJOR EVENTS OF 2020 IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
 

Murdock Village: Since the early 1900s, this site never managed to take off, which was good news for gopher 
tortoises and trees, but bad news for investors and the county’s tax roll. In 2020, Lost Lagoon LLLP bought the 
second of three parcels. As far as construction, Kolter Land Partners — on what is now called West Port — has 
been busy in 2020 clearing the ancient jungle east of Lost Lagoon’s site. In the final weeks of 2020, Lennar began 
building model homes there. 

 
Sunseeker: Allegiant Travel Co. took heat several years ago from investors when the airline decided to build a 
large harborside resort in little-known Charlotte County. The airline was doing so well that executives said they 
could pay for the construction with current revenues. Then the revenues dried up in March as the pandemic 
grounded flights worldwide. Allegiant pulled the plug on the half-built towers. Despite impressive recovery 
compared to other airlines. Allegiant still has not restarted Sunseeker. Executives have asked for partner 
investors. No one knows how that’s going although rumors abound, including one in which Tom Cruise was 
reportedly on site scouting the resort for the Church of Scientology. The church did not return calls for comment 
and Allegiant would not comment either. 

 

Punta Gorda Airport Politics: With its one airline, Allegiant, PGD is considered the nation’s fourth most resilient 
airport during the crippling 2020 pandemic. Locals credit PGD’s management in recent years. The airport is so 
successful that local officials initiated a campaign in 2020 to sell the management rights to private investors in 
exchange for hundreds of millions of dollars over 40 years. The airport’s very success, however, managed to sink 
the first forays into privatization with the old adage, why fix what ain’t broke? Some say this issue is not over. 

 
Educators and Economic Development at Punta Gorda Airport: 

 
1. Charlotte Technical College got preliminary federal approval to start marketing its airplane repair program to 
potential students. The college built a new parking lot and rebuilt a hangar into a classroom in anticipation of this 
program in 2021. 

 
2. Aeroguard, a flight school, partnered with Hodges University to offer bachelor’s degrees to students. 

 
COVID-19 fatalities: The number of dead in Charlotte County was 231 as of Dec. 29 in the coronavirus  
pandemic. At 122 deaths per 100,000 population, the county has a higher rate of COVID-related death than the 
nation or the state, due to being one of the oldest counties in the country. 



Home Building Boom: Building permits are flying out the door for Charlotte County, with the two-year-old Babcock 
Ranch reaching 1,000 home permits in 2020. Other neighborhoods where people seem to want to build most 
include two in Englewood: Rotonda West, the 1970s circular subdivision and South Gulf Cove next door along the 
Myakka River. Real estate agents say the building boom is partly attributed to the fact that many homeowners 
took their homes off the market during the pandemic to prevent the spread of the virus. The pandemic also 
motivated many urban dwellers to move to non-urban areas like Charlotte County. 

 
 

Sales Tax Success: 2020 voters overwhelmingly (68%) approved $20 million in construction projects adding 
amenities and public safety facilities to the county over the next six years. This is the sixth sales tax vote going 
back to 1994. All but one have been successful. County staff breathed a sigh of relief, given that the extra penny 
of sales tax represents a big chunk of the county budget. Officials feared the pandemic would turn the public 
against any new spending, but their fears were not realized. So look forward to new bikepaths, fire and police 
stations, wider roads, boat ramps, pools, and other features adding to quality of life. 

 
Mosaic Fertilizer: The fertilizer giant was about to quietly receive its stormwater discharge permit after waiting two 
years, but locals caught wind and filed suit. Mosaic succeeded in intimidating one group by getting permission 
from a judge to pass on all legal costs to whoever lost their case. The only other complaint was resolved before a 
court date with a long heart-to-heart between state regulators and the complainant who had a Ph.D in chemistry. 
So Mosaic has at least another five years of manufacturing phosphates at its plant in Bartow, where the Peace 
River gets it start before ending up in Charlotte Harbor. The fertilizer industry, of which Mosaic is among the 
biggest players, also got permission for the first time to use its radioactive waste on government road projects. 
Environmentalists have already filed suit. If they lose, the first batches of radioactive phosphogypsum could be up 
for sale soon. 

 
County and nonprofits rise to aid to families and businesses: Charlotte County was an early achiever in the 
pandemic. A team of government and nonprofit staff quickly put together a program and website, long before 
Congress passed relief bills. They distributed $7 million locally to families and individuals who lost their jobs or 
income due to the pandemic. The county’s Economic Development Office distributed $1.5 million in aid to 112 
local businesses. 

 
StoneCrabs — end of an era: The farm team for Tampa Bay Rays fell victim to corporate decision making in major 
league baseball, as they reduce the number of minor league teams. What or who will take their place at the 
Charlotte Sports Park? 

 
What’s up for 2021? 

 
Centennial: April 1921 was the start of Charlotte County, separated from DeSoto County, and named based on a 
citizen survey. The pandemic has thrown a wrench into what was supposed to be a year of gatherings and 
socializing in honor of a Centennial. How will the county celebrate without sacrificing safety? 

 
Punta Gorda Airport: The airport’s 1940s-era runway — the main runway — will be under construction requiring 
Allegiant to take off and land from the other runway, rebuilt and lengthened for this purpose. Airplanes will be 
coming in and leaving from different approaches. Also, construction of a new general aviation terminal should 
begin. That’s the terminal for everyone not on an Allegiant flight. 

 
Sunseeker: Something has to happen with the stalled Sunseeker resort, right? Who will team with Allegiant to 
complete the construction of the $470 million project? 

 
Across from Sunseeker: A deal waits to be signed to develop the so-called Melbourne Street property on prime 
harborside land across U.S. 41 from a half-built resort. Commissioners are expected to make a final decision on 
the deal with the Arizona developer who owns Fishermen’s Village. A preliminary proposal had a small beachy 
restaurant with mostly outdoor tables, alongside a large boat storage building. Many citizens are upset by the boat 
storage that they will never use. 

 
Arrodondo Pointe: Construction is expected to start on expanding Toledo Blade Boulevard in part two of 
remaking Murdock Village. Developer Lost Lagoon, named after the proposed waterpark, is supposed to start 
construction on some commercial structures such as a hotel. Will the new innovative downtown start to take 
shape? 

 
Population increase: Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch keeps warning the public that the county they consider 
sleepy is getting busier with a lot more people. What will the 2020 census say about Charlotte County? How close 
will it come to the 200,000 mark? Will it grow faster than its bigger neighbors of Lee and Sarasota counties, 



because it has more open land? Will residents and officials in Charlotte County encourage and welcome new 
residents — and their tax payments — or try to keep a lid on it? In addition to new large subdivisions, tens of 
thousands of empty lots are still available scattered throughout the county. 
 
Water quality: The county will continue to move homes from septic to sewer, despite harsh blowback from some 
property owners. The county’s first Water Quality Director will be hired. What will he or she find out about the 
results of thousands of water samples taken each year? Is the county testing where and what it needs to test? Is 
water quality better or worse than we thought? Will the public learn anything new? 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/2020-was-more-than-just-a-pandemic/article_653ee5ae-4ae0-11eb-ad05-bfe18c1e0ea8.html 
 



Out-of-Market Press Coverage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TSA screeners positive for COVID 

 
 

TWO PEOPLE HAD MINOR INJURIES ASA RESULT OF THE CRASH. 

ANINVESTIGATION IS ONGOING.ANOTHER CONFIRMED CASE OFCOVID-19 
AMONG TSA SCREENINGAGENTS AT PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT.THIS BRINGS 
THE TOTAL NUMBER OFCASES AMONG TSA TO S 

 
 

https://www.onenewspage.com/video/20201223/13538270/TSA-screeners-positive-for-COVID.htm 

` 

https://www.onenewspage.com/video/20201223/13538270/TSA-screeners-positive-for-COVID.htm


 
 

 

 

 
 

https://news.yahoo.com/tsa-agent-positive-coronavirus-135031855.html 

https://news.yahoo.com/tsa-agent-positive-coronavirus-135031855.html
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