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Airport Authority announces development of PGD AviEx
The Charlotte County Airp ort AuthQrity re
cently broke ground on the first phase of Punta
Gorda Airport's Aviation Expansion Area, called
PGD AviEx. The property is strategically located
between Tampa and Miami in a Foreign Trade
Zone at a small-hub commercial airp ort with
utilities available and two direct connections to
Interstate-7 5.
PGD AviEx is the largely undeveloped tract
of land parallel to Challenger Road where the
Florida International Air Show was based the last
few years. The runway-adjacent area is planned
to become a hub for general aviation activities to
flourish, as well as a prime spot for onsite flight
schools, avionics and aircraft maintenance ser
vices and related training programs to expand.
Some $18 million in Airport Authority projects
will be constructed in several phases. The first
phase that broke ground is a 650,000-square-foot
ramp, or aircraft parking area, and the extension
of Taxiway E. Construction on the second phase
is expected to begin in late 2020 and includes the
GA Center (including FBO operations), associat
ed access roads and parking, and the site work for
10 larger 60x60 hangars. These larger hangars,
along with a new row of 24 T-Hangar units, will
likely to be constructed during the third phase in
2021.
Although PGD AviEx is a new name, these
projects have been several years in the making.
PGD's Master Plan Update, approved by the FAA
in 2018, thoughtfully maps out continued growth
in commercial air service by relocating existing
GA activities that are currently adjacent to the
Bailey Terminal to the north side of the airport.
Located within the boundaries of the Punta

Gorda Interstate Airp ort Park, PGD is already
home to a strong aerospace and aviation commu
nity, including professional avionics and aircraft
service providers, flight schools, luxury charters,
an air ambulance and a new Aviation Maintenance
Technician School that Charlotte Technical Col
lege will launch in August 2021. PGD also has a
Civil Air Patrol squadron, Experimental Aircraft
Association and 217 onsite T-Hangars that are in
high demand.
Aviation-related businesses and GA activity
are all currently contained within 90 acres sur
rounding commercial air service operations, and
there is a lack of available office and hangar
space to lease. Airp ort Authority Commissioner
Kathleen Coppola, who has served on the Board
since 1990, has been a proponent of developing
the airport's north side for the last decade.
"This is a monumental time for PGD," Cop
pola said. "Our commercial success has brought
us to· this point, and now we need to develop the
PGD AviEx so there's room for aviation-related
businesses to grow."
The Airp ort Authority's new 13,000-square
foot GA Center will be the feature of PGD AviEx.
In addition to the 2,500-square-foot dining area,
the GAC will offer an inviting lobby, conference
room, flight catering staging area, nine leased
offices/flight instruction rooms and two event/
meeting rooms. The Airport Authority's Fixed
Base Operator staff, who provide fueling, tie
down and ground-handling services for private

aircraft, will also be based there. Airport Author
ity Commissioner Robert Hancik is a longtime
pilot and airport tenant who is looking forward
to making the new GAC the heart of aviation in
Charlotte County.
"Our general aviation community will have a
first-class facility to call home, and it will draw
visiting pilots, charters and private jets to Punta
Gorda to enjoy the onsite restaurant and explore
the surrounding area," said Hancik.
The Airp ort Authority will be scheduled to
award the bid for construction of the GAC at its
October 15, 2020 Board Meeting. In early 2021,
the Airport Authority will be seeking potential
restauranteurs interested in funding, designing
and operating a restaurant, bar and catering ser
vice inside the new GAC.
The Airp ort Authority launched a new website,
www.PGDAviEx.com, to highlight the aviation
expansion area and provide updates to potential
tenants and developers. Airp ort staff is working
with AECOM, the world's premier infrastructure
consulting firm, to develop an interactive map ap
plication that will show both airside and landside
parcel information for the entire airp ort property.
The interactive map will also display land lease
information to potential tenants to provide busi
nesses looking to expand with immediately avail
able relocation information. The interactive map
is expected to be online in December 2020.
PGD AviEx projects are made possible
through a combination of self-funding from Air
port Authority revenues, along with funding from
the Federal Aviation Administration, Florida De
partment of Transportation, Passenger Facility
Charges and Customer Facilities Charges.
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CAPE CORAL, Fla. — While families and friends make plans to celebrate the holidays, Lee Health officials share
their concerns for spreading the virus.
"We have been observing a troubling trend in the last couple of weeks," said Lee Health CEO & President Dr.
Larry Antonucci in a Wednesday conference call.
After a sudden spike in local cases, he says the holidays could increase the risk of contracting and spreading the
virus.
"At the height of the holiday season, hospital capacity is regularly over 95% during normal times. A rash of
COVID-19 cases could pose severe challenges. If we become complacent, it is not a matter of if, but a matter of
when we see a large spike in cases," said Dr. Antonucci.
"Is there going to be a resurgence? Are we going to have a second surge as they’ve been saying? We want to do
everything we can to keep that possibility low," said Bob Hawkes, the Physicians Assistant Program Director at
Florida Gulf Coast University.
Hawkes says when making holiday plans, factor in every risk, like traveling.
Last year, according to Airlines for America, 31.6 million Americans traveled by air during Thanksgiving.
Because of the pandemic, the heavy foot traffic could lead to a higher risk of contracting the virus.
Fox 4 looked up how many confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been reported at Southwest Florida International
Airport and Punta Gorda Airport.
RSW reports a total of 23 cases as of Nov. 1. At Punta Gorda Airport, there has been 3 cases reported since Oct. 23.
Those numbers are pretty low, but other airports are seeing higher numbers.
As of Oct. 26, Miami International Airport has reported 140 confirmed cases of coronavirus.
TSA's reports do not indicate if the confirmed cases were results of the virus being contracted at the airports.
"We need to make sure we protect ourselves by wearing our mask and face covering, maintaining appropriate
distancing, and then continuing to wash our hands. More importantly, if you're sick or not feeling well, stay
home," said Hawkes.

If you're planning that traditional big Thanksgiving dinner, he says your headcount is important.
"While certainly, we want to be close to family and friends, some of these distancing practices may certainly
decrease our potential spread of COVID-19," stated Hawkes.
If there's more you need to know about having a covid-safe holiday, check out the CDC's recommendations on
holiday travel by clicking here.
For more Fox 4 articles to keep you and your family informed on the coronavirus pandemic, click here.

https://www.fox4now.com/news/coronavirus/lee-health-fgcu-expert-advice-for-holiday-gathering-and-travel-during-covid-19
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https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/2104057/warbirds-to-take-flight-for-welcome.html

PUNTA GORDA — Business is looking up at the Punta Gorda Airport with October’s passenger count coming in
nearly twice that of September — the slowest month since before the summer.
Almost 105,000 passengers flew in and out of the airport in October compared to September’s 53,000.
PGD representatives have high hopes for this holiday season despite monthly counts remaining low compared
to last year — October’s by almost 11% and September’s by 6.5%.
“We’re planning for a busy Thanksgiving and Christmas for travel,” said PGD Communications Manager Kaley
Miller. “We’re pleased that consumer confidence has returned as airport staff has stepped up our cleaning and
safety protocols.”
If you plan to fly this holiday season, Miller said they are encouraging passengers departing on early morning
flights to arrive at least two hours before takeoff time.
The passenger count total for August was slightly better than September with results coming in at 60,506,
according to the PGD report.
In July, it showed a passenger count total of 91,437. June was similar with a count of 93,767.
In May, the report showed only 63,314 with devastating April totals of only 12,030.
“For the year-to-date total number of passengers, we’re at 27% compared to the total passengers during this
time in 2019,” Miller said.
In 2019, the report showed October passenger results of 117,484 with September at 57,068 and August at
98,060.

“This is what we expected (for this time of year),” Miller said. “We’re doing remarkably well compared to most
other airports due to the strength of Allegiant’s leisure market here in Southwest Florida.”
Compared to last year, August’s passenger count was down by just over 38%.
July’s count was down by almost 38%, whereas June was down just over 30%.
May and April still show the worst drop in passenger totals for the airport with May showing around 48%
compared to May 2019 and April down 93%.
New Allegiant Air routes to Houston, Chicago launch Nov. 20
The seasonal routes will run twice a week from Punta Gorda Airport to Houston Hobby and Chicago Midway.
The new nonstop routes mark Allegiant’s first flight from PGD into Texas and will connect thousands of Chicago
residents to Southwest Florida.
For flight information, go to allegiantair.com/home.
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com

https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/pgd-expects-busy-holiday-travel-after-october-passengerboost/article_32ae2e3a-1a00-11eb-9e75-2f6f72571f0a.html

Already three investors are waiting in the wings with Punta Gorda Airport commissioners expected to debate a
historic privatization option Thursday.
The five-person board has considered this option for several years, but began serious decision making only in the
last few months. A recent change in the federal program encouraged advocates of leasing the airport to press the
commission for a decision.
On their agenda Thursday is a resolution that would instruct Airport CEO James Parish to bring a final proposal
from an investor to the board at its February meeting. That proposal must include certain restrictions including
retention of personnel, limits on fee increases to Allegiant Air and maintenance and improvement of the facilities.
The meeting is 9 a.m. at 7375 Utilities Road near the airport.
At their last meeting, the commission struggled and then voted 4-1 to proceed with the debate, with Airport
Authority Commissioner Kathleen Coppola opposing further debate.
At issue is the promise of hundreds of millions of dollars in income and improvements that investors say a publicprivate partnership would bring.
The worry for some is that Punta Gorda would be the first successful passenger airport in the country to try this
model. Outside the U.S., however, the model is common in most of Europe, Africa and Asia’s major airports,
outgoing Airport Authority Commissioner Pam Seay told the Sun in a meeting this past week.
Advocates, including Seay, say leasing the airport to a private entity allows the airport authority to use airport
profits to benefit the rest of the county. Without the private partnership, federal aviation regulations bar the airport
from spending profits outside of the airport. Due to this restriction, the airport has been accumulating a cash
savings that it is not fully spending.

Examples of what the airport could support include an on-site hotel, housing for airport maintenance students, or
even investment in Allegiant Air’s stalled Sunseeker resort in Charlotte Harbor. A critical element of the deal is
that Allegiant has veto power over the deal, because it is the only commercial airline.
Seay said that three potential investors have submitted details of possible proposals, should the airport decide to
adopt a public-private partnership. The financial deals in these airport proposals include:
• Investor up-front payments up to $200 million.
• Annual lease amounts range from $130-$300 million over 40 years.
• Capital investment up to $500 million.
At the last meeting, Airport Authority Commissioner Rob Hancik said he does not want to have a slush fund for
the rest of the county. He insisted that if the airport is leased, all funds must be spent on the airport.
Commissioners agreed, however, incoming Airport Authority Commissioner Vanessa Oliver told the Sun she does
not feel bound by that restriction.
Consultant Andy Vasey said the definition of spending on the airport can be broad, such as including investment
in Allegiant’s Sunseeker.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/airport-mulls-spreading-its-wings/article_e6ca7f10-25d9-11eb-b289-f75640251637.html

PUNTA GORDA – Artist Keith Goodson will create a mural depicting the history of the Punta Gorda Army Air Field on a
wall at Veterans Park in Punta Gorda, commissioned by the Punta Gorda Mural Society.
The Army Air Field was built in Punta Gorda in 1943 and from February 1944 until September 1945, it was used to train an
estimated 750 U.S. pilots for World War II.
The Army Air Corps staffed the facility with 44 officers and 1,097 enlisted men and had more than 100 aircraft on the
ground.
Training ended on September 1, 1945, one day before the Japanese surrendered.
The facility was active for a total of one year, eight months and 22 days.
In 2002 the Mural Society painted a mural featuring the historic air field on three walls at the Punta Gorda Airport, which
was then known as Charlotte County Airport.
Unfortunately, the mural was lost in 2004, a victim of Hurricane Charley. Now 16 years later, the society is eager to capture
this important history once again, this time on a newly constructed wall in Veterans Park on Nesbit Street in Punta Gorda.
It will be the 31st mural created for the society.
Goodson will start painting the week of Dec. 7 and should need about two weeks to complete the mural.
Goodson was born in Cocoa Beach, where his father was stationed at the U.S. Air Force Base.
His family lived at the Avon Park Bombing Range for several years and his father is currently the Range Ops controller for
the base.

Since Goodson grew up in a military family the theme is especially meaningful to him.
Goodson now lives in Lake Alfred and has painted murals for towns across Florida; most notably 19 murals in Lake Placid,
as well as ones in Titusville, Lake City and Avon Park.
In addition, he has worked for major companies like Universal Studios, Disney, and SeaWorld as an artist and consultant.
People are encouraged to watch Goodson paint the mural.
Progress photos will be posted on the Society’s website, www.puntagordamurals.org, and on its Facebook page.
Once complete, it will be part of the Society’s Guided Walking Tours, which are scheduled from January to March.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/local/2020/11/17/new-punta-gorda-veterans-park-mural-feature-historic-army-air-field/6320031002/

New Mural to Feature the Historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field
11/17/2020 at 8:13am

The Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society is recently
announced the start of its next mural. It will present the
history of the Punta Gorda Army Air Field built in Punta
Gorda in 1943. The air field was used from February 1944
to September 1945 to train an estimated 750 U.S. pilots
for WWII. The Army Air Corps staffed the facility with 44
officers and 1,097 enlisted men and had over 100 aircraft
on the ground. Training ended on September 1, 1945, one
day before the Japanese surrendered. The facility was
active for a total of 1 year, 8 months and 22 days.
In 2002 the Mural Society painted a mural featuring the historic air field on three walls at the Charlotte
County Airport (now the Punta Gorda Airport). Unfortunately, the mural was lost in 2004, a victim of
Hurricane Charley. Now sixteen years later, the Society is eager to capture this important history once again,
this time on a newly constructed wall in Veterans Park on Nesbit Street, Punta Gorda.
The Society has commissioned acclaimed Florida mural artist Keith Goodson create this mural, the 31st for
the Society.
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Keith Goodson was born in Cocoa Beach, Florida, where his father was stationed at the U.S. Air Force Base.
His family lived at the Avon Park Bombing Range for several years and his father is currently the Range Ops
controller for the base. Growing up in a military family, the theme of this mural is especially meaningful for
Keith.
Keith currently lives in Lake Alfred and has painted murals for towns across Florida; most notably 19 murals
in Lake Placid, as well as ones in Titusville, Lake City, and Avon Park. In addition, he has worked for major
companies like Universal Studios, Disney, and Sea World as an artist and consultant.
Painting will start the week of December 7th and Keith estimates it will take about two weeks to complete.
The Society invites all to stop by Veterans Park to welcome him to town and watch this special mural come
to life. Progress photos will be posted on the Society's website (www.puntagordamurals.org) and Facebook
page.
This new mural will be part of the Society's Guided Walking Tours scheduled for January-March.
https://www.your941.com/story/2020/11/15/news/new-mural-to-feature-the-historic-punta-gorda-army-air-field/616.html

L ake w o o d R anc h's H alfac re C o nstruc tio n c e le b rate s 50 ye ars in b usine ss.
b y: Jay H e ate r M anag ing E d ito r
It w as 1991 and a 21-ye ar-o ld Jac k C o x w as starting h is first d ay as an o ffic e w o rke r at H alfac re C o nstruc tio n, as
o p p o se d to the m anua l lab o r he had b e e n d o ing w ith his fathe r Jo hn C o x's c o m p any.
Inste ad o f sta rting his so n a s an e xe c utive , Jo hn C o x w a nte d to g ive h im a taste o f th e b usine ss and e xp e rie nc e that
c o uld b e valuab le w he n his so n ass um e d a sup e rviso ry ro le . A t the tim e , H alfac re C o nstruc tio n had ap p ro xim a te ly
100 lab o re rs o n site and , at tim e s, it m ad e fo r a ro ug h e n viro nm e n t.
Jac k C o x, w ho starte d as a 15-ye ar-o ld in 1985, w o rke d rig ht alo ng sid e tho se lab o re rs, laying b lo c k, w o rking w ith the
c arp e nte rs and rub b ing e lb o w s w ith the m aso ns.
B ut in 1991, Jac k C o x injure d his sho uld e r and his d ad tho ug ht it w as tim e to
m o ve him ins id e . H is jo b o n his first M o nd ay m o rn ing w a s to c he c k the o ffic e
answ e ring m ac hine . H e fo un d o ut w hy tha t w as im p o rtan t.
"T he re w e re (w o rke rs) in jail," he said w ith a laug h w hile talking ab o ut the p as t at
H alfac re 's L ake w o o d R anc h he ad q uarte rs. "I had to b ail the m o ut."
T he b usine ss has e vo lve d sinc e the n.
"W he n I starte d the re w as a c ro w d o f 100 g uys e ve ryw he re w ith truc ks and
to o ls," Jac k C o x said . "T he re w as a g uy w ho ran the to o l sho p in the o ffic e .
T o d ay w e have 35 e m p lo ye es and w e (all) a re m anag e rs w ho re p re se nt o ur
c usto m e rs. W e b u ild th e ir b uild ing s and w e m anag e risk."
Jac k C o x, w ho b e c am e the so le o w ne r o f H alfac re C o ns truc tio n in 2007, taking
o ve r fro m his d ad , w as talking ab o ut his c o m p any's histo ry in c e le b ratio n o f its
50-ye ar annive rsary o f 2020.
W he n aske d ab o ut the lo ng e vity o f his c o m p any, Jac k C o x said , "W e 've tre ate d p e o p le the rig ht w ay."

B ill H alfac re , w ho m o ve d to S araso ta in 1968 to w o rk fo r ho m e b uild e r A rthur R ute nb e rg , fo und e d the H alfac re
C o nstruc tio n C o m p any as a full-se rvic e g e ne ral c o ntrac to r in 1970.
"B ill H alfac re w as an e ng ine e r and d id all the arc h ite c tural layo uts," Jac k C o x said . "W e w e re c lo se . H e had m o ve d
fro m D ayto n, O hio and starte d b uild ing ho m e s. H e e ve ntually s tarte d his o w n c o m p a ny o n S ie sta K e y."
Jo hn C o x b o ug ht H alfac re C o nstruc tio n in 1984 and sig n e d a thre e -ye ar m anag e m e n t c o ntrac t w ith B ill H alfac re . T he
e ld e r C o x and H alfac re g o t alo ng so w e ll, H alfac re ne ve r le ft the c o m p any, ad d ing his e xp e rtise up un til his d e a th in
2014.
"H e d id n't ne e d a title ," Jac k C o x said . "H e w as B ill H alfac re ."
T he c o m p any b e g an to c hang e its fo c us und e r Jo hn C o x, so m e thing tha t c o ntinue d und e r Jac k C o x w he n Jo hn C o x
b e g an to e ase o ut s tarting in 2002.
"W he n d ad b o ug ht it, the y w e re no t d o ing larg e p ro je c ts," Jac k
C o x said o f H alfac re C o nstruc tio n. "B ill w as d o ing m ayb e $1
m illio n a ye ar. D ad starte d b uild ing W alm arts and P ub lix sto re s
and strip c e nte rs."
T he p ro je c ts c o ntin ue d to g ro w in size and c o m p le xity. In 1996,
H alfac re b uilt its first p ro je c t at P o rt M anate e , w hic h inc lud e d
w o rk o n the p o rt's ad m inis tratio n b u ild ing as w e ll as c o ld sto rag e
sp ac e fo r D e l M o nte F o o d s. H alfac re sinc e has d o ne m o re than 1
m illio n sq uare fe e t o f b uild ing at P o rt M anate e .
A lso in 1996, H alfac re b uilt the 430,000-sq uare -fo o t P G T
Ind us trie s b uild ing in N o ko m is. T he n in 1997, H alfac re b uilt the
first c o m m e rc ia l b uild ing in L ake w o o d R anc h w he n the 85,000
sq uare -fo o t T e le fle x Inc . w a s e re c te d .
H alfac re 's c usto m e rs b e c a m e sc ho o l d istric ts, larg e m anufac turing c o m p anie s and g o ve rnm e nts.
S o m e o f H alfac re 's p ro je c ts b e c am e land m arks, s uc h as the 139-fo o t airp o rt to w e r at the S araso ta/B rad e nto n
Inte rnatio nal A irp o rt a nd the ne w e st to w e r at the P unta G o rd a A irp o rt. H alfac re C o n struc tio n has he lp e d w ith se ve ral
his to ric al re no vatio ns, inc lud ing the E d so n K e ith E s tate at P hillip p i E sta te P ark, F irst B ap tist C hurc h o f P alm e tto ,
F irs t P re sb yte rian C hurc h o f B rad e nto n, M ana te e C o unty C o urtho use a nd the S aras o ta C o unty T e rrac e
A d m inistra tio n B uild ing .
T he c o m p any's suc c e s s c an b e illus trate d as w e ll thro ug h the s uc c e s s o f its e m p lo ye e s. Just as Jac k C o x p aid his
d ue s as a lab o re r in the e a rly d ays, the c o m p any's c hie f e xe c utive s have d o ne so in a sim ilar m a nne r.
R e e d G iasso n, the vic e p re s id e nt o f o p e ratio n s w ho b e c am e a p artne r in the firm in 2018, wo rke d his w ay up fro m the
b o tto m le ve l, w he re he sta rte d 20 ye ars ag o .
"W e d o n't have a b ig c o rp o rate struc ture ," G iasso n said . "A nd Jac k (C o x) tre ate d us like b ro the rs."
W he n G ias so n sta rte d , H alfa c re C o nstruc tio n still had la b o re rs o n site a nd m uc h o f the
w o rk w as in the p rivate se c to r. H e d id n't b e lie ve Jo hn C o x like d him m u c h b e c ause he
had a g o ate e and the e ld e r C o x w as no t in favo r o f fac ia l hair am o ng his e xe c utive s.
"Jo hn w as p re tty intim id ating to a 25-ye ar-o ld ," said G iasso n, w ho e arne d Jo hn C o x's
re sp e c t and m o ve d up the la d d e r. "T he re ne ve r is a b o rin g d ay he re , that's fo r s ure ."
G iasso n re m e m b e rs tho se tim e s w he n he starte d , g o ing into B ill H alfac re 's o ffic e and
w atc hing him s c ratc h o ut a flo o rp lan and e le va tio n o f a p ro je c t in a m atte r o f ho urs.
G iasso n c he ris he s tho se tim e s p ic king H alfac re 's b ra in.
"T his w as a g uy w ho b u ilt a irp lane s fro m sc ra tc h," he sa id .
G iasso n sa id his favo rite p ro je c t w as a w ar m e m o rial at M ac D ill A ir F o rc e B ase .
"S itting a t tha t rib b o n c utting c e re m o ny, b e ing ac kno w le d g e d b y the staff, tha t w as the
c o o le st," he said .
G re g W itt, a p ro je c t m anag e r w ho w as b e e n w ith H alfac re fo r 16 ye ars w he n he sta rte d
fo r $10 an ho ur, said he d id n 't kno w a thing ab o ut the b u sine s s w he n he s tarte d .

"I just d id w hate ve r Jac k to ld m e to d o ," W itt said . "H e thre w m e in w ith the w o lve s."
B ut th ro w ing him in w ith the w o lve s also sho w e d that Ja c k C o x truste d h is e m p lo ye e s.
"H e tre ate d us all like fam ily," W itt said . "M ain ly he sho w e d ho w m uc h he ap p re c iate d us. A nd d uring the hard tim e s,
he alw ays to o k c are o f us. B e c ause o f tha t, w e all take o w ne rs hip o f w hat w e d o ."
W itt's favo rite p ro je c t w as re no vating the F irs t B ap tis t C hurc h in P a lm e tto .
"I atte nd e d that c h urc h sin c e I w as 5," he said . "I still g o the re e ve ry S u nd ay."
T o m R e e s starte d at H alfac re 16 ye ars ag o fre sh o ut o f N iag ara U nive rsity in N e w Y o rk. H e had m e t Jac k C o x thro ug h
a fam ily frie nd a nd w as p re s e nte d w ith the o p p o rtun ity to w o rk in the fie ld "d o ing a little b it o f e ve ryth ing ."
In 2018, R e e s b e c am e a p artne r in the firm .
"A s a c o m p any, w e have g ro w n tre m e nd o usly," R e e s sa id o f the tim e that ha s p asse d sinc e he jo ine d the firm . "O ur
ap p ro ac h no w is o n h and lin g p ro je c ts, and w e have w e lc o m e d te c hno lo g y.
"B ut w e also have e ac h o the r's b ac ks. T he re d e fin ite ly is a te am asp e c t he re . W e all p itc h in. Jac k has o p e n e ars
w he n w e have a n id e a."
R e e s said h is favo rite m e m o ry has b e e n the w ay the c o m p any g ive s
b ac k to the c o m m un ity, s uc h as vario u s p ro je c ts at T he H ave n in
S araso ta.
"W e alw ays have had a stake in th e c o m m unity," he said . "Jac k is
g re at w he n it c o m e s to d o na ting se rvic e s."
Jac k C o x said m any o f his hap p ie st d ays o f his life c am e d uring the
10 ye ars he share d an o ffic e w ith his d ad .
"W e w e re b e st frie nd s," Jac k C o x said . "H e w as a g re at te ac he r, and
he w as w ay sm arte r tha n I a m . O ve r the ye ars, I have ha d g re at
te ac he rs, and g re at c u sto m e rs. I g ue ss the m o st im p o rtant thing I
le arne d fro m m y d ad w as that the hard e st d e c isio n is th e rig ht d e c isio n. Y o u kno w w hat yo u ne e d to d o ."
W hat H alfac re C o nstruc tio n ne e d s to d o no w is e xp and . T he firm c urre ntly se rve s c lie nts fro m T am p a to N ap le s, b ut
Jac k C o x se e s the b ig g e st c halle ng e fac ing him as a lac k o f availab le land .
"W he re is th e ne xt ind ustrial p ark g o ing ?" he aske d . "F o rt M ye rs in o n o ur rad ar sc re e n."
W he re ve r the y g o , Jac k C o x said he ho p e s the y c an b e b le sse d as the y have b e e n th e last 50 ye ars.
"T he m ajo rity o f o ur c lie nts re p re se nt re p e a t c us to m e rs, and w e c anno t tha nk th e m , o ur e m p lo ye e s and this
c o m m unity e no ug h fo r the ir c o ntinue d s up p o rt.," he said .

http s://w w w .yo uro b se rve r.c o m /artic le /s tro ng -fo und atio n-ke y-to -suc c e ss-fo r-lake w o o d -ranc hs-halfac re c o nstruc tio n

11 - 19 - 2020 10:25 PM
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Airport authority shuts down privatization talks
Had it moved forward, it would
have potentially brought hundreds of millions of dollars to the
airport — some upfront and some
throughout a 40-year lease — but
it would have meant handing
over airport operations to private
interests.
“I don’t think we’re ready for
this. I don’t think we need it,”
said Commissioner Rob Hancik,
a longtime skeptic of the idea. “I
have had numerous emails and
telephone calls on this subject
and to be honest I didn’t have
(anyone) supporting it.”
Commission Vice Chair Paul
Andrews and Commissioner

Hancik: ‘I don’t
think we need it’
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A proposal to privatize Punta Gorda
Airport was shot down Thursday
by Charlotte County Airport
Authority commissioners in a
3-to-2 vote during their regular
monthly meeting.
The proposal has been on
the table for several years but
picked up steam over the last few
months.

Kathleen Coppola also opposed
the resolution.
“What are our goals (with
this)?” Andrews said. “Why are
we doing this if we can (already)
accomplish an economic impact
with the revenue that we make?”
Privatization would have
allowed the Airport Authority to
invest airport proﬁts in community projects. Federal aviation
regulations bar spending any
proﬁts outside of the airport.
Coppola said the airport’s
economic impact on the county
is already around $1.2 billion
SEE AIRPORT, 4A
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Charlotte County Airport Authority Commissioner Rob
Hancik opposed a resolution that would an move an
option forward considering the privatization of Punta
Gorda Airport. The resolution was denied in a 3-to-2 vote.

Sheriff’s Office pilot laid to rest

Florida reports
9,000 new virus
cases in one day
Gov. DeSantis issued
statement Thursday
regarding vaccine plan
By TAMARA LUSH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SUN PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

A riderless horse, with the boots of Stephen Shull reversed in the stirrups, stands as salutes are rendered as
the flag-draped coffin of Shull is moved into a hearse by family and colleagues on Thursday morning outside
Epiphany Cathedral Catholic Church in Venice. Shull, 42, died after a long fight with cancer on Nov. 1. He was a
pilot with the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office. He’d previously been a pilot in the U.S. Army.

Funeral Mass
held in Venice
By SCOTT LAWSON
VENICE GONDOLIER EDITOR

VENICE — The funeral Mass for
Stephen Shull took place in Venice
on Thursday with his burial at
Sarasota National Cemetery.

Shull, 42, died Nov.
1 after ﬁghting cancer
since 2016.
A small Mass
attended by
colleagues, family
members and some
friends, was held. The
SHULL
morning’s ceremony
included some military traditions,
among them a riderless horse with
the Army cavalry boots of Shull in

the stirrups in reverse.
Shull, a veteran of Iraq and
Afghanistan, had been a pilot and
under ﬁre in the countries while a
warrant officer in the U.S. Army.
In all, he spent 14 years in the
military.
Shull was a Nokomis resident
who worked mainly out of Venice
Municipal Airport with the sheriff’s
office as a part of its Aviation Unit

ST. PETERSBURG — Florida reported
more than 9,000 new daily coronavirus cases
Thursday and at least 81 more deaths.
The numbers were released from the
Florida Department of Health. Nearly 2,000
of the new cases were in Miami-Dade County,
which has been the state’s biggest hotspot
since March.
Over the past week, Florida averaged more
than 7,080 newly reported cases per day,
an increase from about 2,250 at the start of
October.
The seven-day average of reported deaths
is about 64, up from 54 a week earlier. That
compares to a peak of 185 in early August. At
least 18,030 people have died of COVID-19 in
Florida since March.
Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a
video statement Thursday, the ﬁrst time he’s
publicly discussed the pandemic in a few
weeks. He said he’s met with Trump administration officials and hospital CEOs regarding
a vaccine, and that Florida has already
bought 5 million needles, syringes and alcohol
swabs that will be used to administer the
vaccines.
Potential vaccines are still in the trial phase
and have not been approved. They must be
safe and effective before approval for use by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

SEE PILOT, 4A

SEE CASES, 5A

Heading into holidays, US COVID-19 testing strained again
People are waiting
for hours in long
lines to get tested
By MATTHEW PERRONE
and MARION RENAULT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — With
coronavirus cases surging
and families hoping to gather
safely for Thanksgiving,
long lines to get tested have
reappeared across the U.S. — a
reminder that the nation’s
testing system remains unable
to keep pace with the virus.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82, Low 63
Partly sunny and nice
SEE PAGE 10B

The delays are happening
as the country braces for
winter weather, ﬂu season and
holiday travel, all of which
are expected to amplify a U.S.
outbreak that has already
swelled past 11.5 million cases
and 250,000 deaths.
Laboratories warned that
continuing shortages of key
supplies are likely to create
more bottlenecks and delays,
especially as cases rise across
the nation and people rush to
get tested before reuniting with
relatives.
“As those cases increase,
demand increases and
turnaround times may

INSIDE
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Stocks 6A
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Lottery 8B
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increase,” said Scott Becker,
CEO of the Association of
Public Health Laboratories.
“So it’s like a dog chasing its
tail.”
Lines spanned multiple city
blocks at testing sites across
New York City this week,
leaving people waiting three or
more hours before they could
even enter health clinics. In
Los Angeles, thousands lined
up outside Dodger Stadium for
drive-thru testing.
“This is insane,” said
39-year-old Chaunta Renaud
as she entered her fourth hour
waiting to enter a so-called

AP FILE PHOTO

People line up to be tested for the coronavirus at a free testing
site in Seattle. With coronavirus cases surging and families
hoping to gather safely for Thanksgiving, long lines to get
SEE TESTING, 5A tested have reappeared across the U.S.
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Charlie on Stephen Shull:
Thank you for your service.
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A riderless horse is brought forward as the body of Stephen Shull arrives at a funeral Mass on Thursday morning at Epiphany Cathedral Catholic Church in Venice.
Shull, 42, died Nov. 1 of cancer. Along with being a member of the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office, he was a veteran of both the U.S. Army where he was a warrant
officer and pilot, along with the U.S. Coast Guard, in which he had been enlisted earlier in life.
A GoFundMe page
has been set up at www.
gofundme.com/f/
FROM PAGE 1A
shull-family-support.
The goal is to raise $400,000
since coming onboard in
to help his widow, Kathleen,
2014.
“He is the epitome of those and their four children.
Along with his wife and
in our military who protected
children, Shull is survived by
our country in the Middle
his parents who have moved
East and then transferred
to the area after Shull’s
his talents to our law
family did.
enforcement community,”
“He served us well from
Sarasota County Sheriff
2014 until his passing.
Tom Knight said earlier this
The guy was just pure
month. “I wish I could have
professionally,” Knight said.
walked the walk Steve Shull
“We’re going to miss him but
walked.”
we’re going to do everything
Sarasota County Sheriff’s
we can do to help his family.”
Aviation Unit Chief Pilot
U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan
Brent Wineka praised him
(R-Longboat
Key) expressed
earlier this month.
“The way he ... worked with his sorrow at Shull’s death
us ... his personality, sense of and wants to make changes
to military policy involving
humor, overall demeanor,”
Wineka said. “We have a very burn pits.
The congressman said
small unit and it’s important
he will co-sponsor the
to hire somebody you get
Presumptive Beneﬁts for War
along with...He ﬁt with us as
Fighters Exposed to Burn
a team.”
Pits and Other Toxins Act.

PILOT

It is likely Shull’s lung
cancer began because of
exposure to the burn pits
in Afghanistan and Iraq,
according to colleagues.
“I’m deeply saddened by
the death of Stephen Shull,
who served our country
overseas and later protected
our community here at
home,” Buchanan said in
a news release. “He is one
of the many veterans who
suffered from critical health
problems after being exposed
to toxic burn pits. Our
country needs to learn from
the tragic mistakes in long
denying health coverage to
Vietnam veterans and do the
right thing.”
Email: scott.lawson@
yoursun.com
PHOTO PROVIDED

Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office Pilot Stephen Shull, left, flies with
Tactical Flight Officer Detective Hayden Gallof. Shull died after a long
fight with cancer on Nov. 1.

about $8 million a year
over 40 years. We’re kind
of doing that now. I don’t
FROM PAGE 1A
see the need for us to go
and lease out the airport
— without being locked
for 40 years.”
into a 40-year lease.
Airport spokesperson
The denied resolution
Kaley
Miller told the
would have authorized
Sun the airport had an
Airport CEO James
operating proﬁt of at least
Parish to bring a ﬁnal
proposal from an investor $4 million a year over the
past few years.
to the board in February.
Had the resolution
At Thursday’s meeting,
passed, the next step
consultant Andy Vasey,
of Vasey Aviation Group, would have been a public
presented three nonbind- forum in December to
ing proposals from private allow the three investors
to present their proposals.
investors that included
Newly elected
nearly $200 million
upfront with an addition- Commissioner Vanessa
Oliver, along with
al $125 to $300 million in
Commission Chair James
revenue share over the
Herston, said they wanted
40-year lease.
the resolution to move
“So let’s look at this
forward so more informa$330 million that you’re
tion would be available to
talking about,” Hancik
the public.
said. “That comes out to
“We can’t debate what
is not in front of us,”
Oliver said. “I haven’t
seen a single proposal
that spells out in writing
... that lists out a price
that lists out the guarantees and that’s what
this resolution is to do. I
want the public to have an
opportunity to see what
the proposals are.
“We have an ethical
obligation to the public

ENTER TODAY!
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• A Lowe’s gift card courtesy of Gulfside Mortgage
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system from Charlotte County Water/Rainsoft
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• A 55” TV curtesy of RPI Kitchen and Bath - $399 Value

Three Airport
Authority commissioners
were sworn in Thursday
at the board’s regular
monthly meeting.
Vanessa Oliver, elected
in November’s general
election, took over for
longtime Commissioner
Pam Seay, who opted not
to run for a new term for
the District 1 seat.
Both Commissioners
Paul Andrews (District
3) and James Herston
(District 5) were re-elected
without opposition.
Herston was elected by
the commissioners as the
new commission chair;
Andrews was elected vice
chair.
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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so they can engage with
us in a spirited debate
about the merit of (the
proposals).”
When asked what happens next with the failed
privatization attempt,
Oliver told the Sun that
it’s done.
“It’s dead,” Oliver said.
“The potential investors
who had looked at this ...
it’s absolutely done.”
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Please visit Registertoring.com or
call 941.629.3170 to ﬁnd the perfect
time and place to ring the bells and
help those in need in Charlotte County.

A lle g ia n t A ir a d d s n e w n o n s to p f lig h t s t o C h ic a g o a n d
H o u s to n fro m P u n ta G o rd a

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Air has added two new routes from the Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD).
The new seasonal routes will be non-stop flights to Houston, Texas and Chicago, Illinois
beginning Friday.
The service will operate twice weekly, airline officials say.
“We’re thrilled that Allegiant is further expanding their network to include Chicago Midway and
Houston Hobby, two new outstanding destinations for Southwest Floridians,” said Punta Gorda
Airport’s CEO James W. Parish. “We look forward to welcoming new friends from Illinois and
Texas to the Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach destination.”
As a kick off to the newly added routes Allegiant is offering round-trip fairs as low as $29 each
way.

https://nbc-2.com/news/2020/11/20/punta-gorda-airport-adds-two-new-routes-through-allegiant/

Allegiant Air adds new nonstop flights to Chicago and Houston from
Punta Gorda
NBC 2 | November 20, 2020

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Air has added two new routes from the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). The
new seasonal routes will be non-stop flights to Houston, Texas and Chicago, Illinois beginning Friday. The
service will operate twice weekly, airline officials say. “We’re thrilled that Allegiant is further expanding
their...
https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/news/2106387592171/allegiant-air-adds-new-nonstop-flights-to-chicago-and-houston-from-punta-gorda
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Unemployment
drops again
in Charlotte,
Sarasota
By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

The unemployment rate dropped
again in Charlotte and Sarasota counties, and also dropped statewide in the
month of October after a slight uptick in
September.
Charlotte County’s jobless rate in
October was 5.2%, a slight decrease from
September’s 5.5%, according to data released by the Department of Economic
Opportunity on Friday morning.
Sarasota County also saw a slight
downtick in its unemployment rate
at 4.9% in October, down from 5.2% in
September, the department reports.
Statewide, unemployment dropped,
after a slight increase in September.
Florida’s jobless rate in October was
6.5%. In October of 2019, Florida’s unemployment rate was 2.9%.
“Even now with COVID-19, it appears
that the economy is strong,” said Jim
Wall, spokesman for CareerSource
Southwest Florida. “We don’t know
what will happen if there’s another
shutdown, but I think we’re going to see
unemployment numbers continue to go
down and we’re going to see our winter
visitors still come to Southwest Florida,
where you can be outside.”
Another sign of a good local economy,
Wall said, is the new ﬂights from the
Punta Gorda Airport to Chicago and
Houston, which began on Friday.
SEE JOBS, 6C
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Local unemployment rates
Oct ‘19

Charlotte 3.3%
Sarasota 2.8%
DeSoto 3.3%
Florida 2.9%
U.S.
3.6%

Sept. ‘20 Oct. ‘20

5.5%
5.2%
3.7%
7.2%
7.9%

5.2%
4.9%
4%
6.5%
6.9%

FLORIDA AND U.S. DATA ARE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED.

Development.
“Those two projects alone probably
FROM PAGE 1C
brought in several
hundred jobs in the
The Punta Gorda
construction indusmetro area was one
try,” Gammon said.
of only three in the
The Punta Gorda
state to report an
over-the-year job gain metro area also had
in October. The metro the second-fastest
area gained more than annual job growth
700 jobs since last year. rate compared to all
the metro areas in
The only other two
the state in mining,
metros to gain jobs
logging and conwere Sebring (+300
jobs) and The Villages struction (+9.8%)
in October, and had
(+200 jobs).
the second-highest
Sunseeker and
annual job growth in
the West Port deeducation and health
velopment played a
services.
factor in bringing
new jobs to the area,
Email: anna.bryson@
said Dave Gammon,
yoursun.com
director of Charlotte
County Economic

JOBS
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New flights at Punta Gorda, Sarasota airports
Houston, Chicago
routes began Friday
By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

New ﬂights took off from Punta
Gorda Airport on Friday.
Allegiant Air now ﬂies passengers
from Punta Gorda to William P. Hobby
Airport (HOU) in Houston and to the
Chicago Midway International Airport
(MDW).
Flights to Houston start at $29 and
ﬂights to Chicago start at $35. These
seasonal ﬂights operate twice a week.
Allegiant, which is known for having
low-cost fares, is the sole aircraft
carrier at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD).
“We’re thrilled that Allegiant is
further expanding their network
to include Chicago Midway and
Houston Hobby, two new outstanding

destinations for Southwest Floridians,”
said Punta Gorda Airport’s CEO
James Parish in a statement. “We look
forward to welcoming new friends from
Illinois and Texas to the Punta Gorda/
Englewood Beach destination.”
Interest in traveling from Southwest
Florida to Houston and Chicago is
apparent.
Southwest Airlines announced that
it will begin serving ﬂights to the same
Houston and Chicago airports from
the Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport (SRQ) beginning on Feb. 14.
Southwest is new to SarasotaBradenton. It will also service ﬂights
to Nashville International Airport and
Baltimore/Washington International
Thurgood Marshall Airport, Southwest
announced on Thursday.
Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.com

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ALLEGIANT

An Allegiant A-320 airplane takes off.

Wings Over Charlotte County flyover tribute happens today (Saturday Nov. 21, 2020) starting at 2 p.m., out of the Punta
Gorda Airport to Charlotte Harbor, Charlotte Sports Park, Englewood, Manasota Key, Cape Haze, Boca Grande, Burnt Store
and back to the Punta Gorda Airport. It's a thank you to all COVID-19 first responders and health care workers. The air salute
is performed by the Veterans Airlift Command Tribute Wing to raise awareness of the Veterans Airlift Command, which
offers free air transport to combat wounded veterans and their family members. For more information, visit
welcomehomevietnamvets2020.org.
THOMAS BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE

https://www.heraldtribune.com/picture-gallery/news/2020/11/21/photos-wings-over-charlotte-county-rehearsal/6373107002/
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OUR VIEW

Airport’s
decision
wise, or not?
OUR POSITION: The Punta Gorda Airport
Authority’s vote to not consider proposals
to privatize the airport is only a temporary
halt to that possibility.
nyone who was paying attention
knew Thursday’s vote by Punta
Gorda Airport Authority members
on taking the next step to possibly privatize
the airport would be close.
So when three of the ﬁve board members
voted against further exploring the
possibility, it was no shock. But it was
disappointing for those who had so eagerly
pursued the change in the airport’s status.
And it was a letdown for those who were
anxious to have input on what the board
might have done with millions of dollars
it was expected to receive from whatever
group might have won the bid to operate
the small, but successful facility.
“I am extremely disappointed that the
board voted against a resolution to review
written proposals that would bring jobs,
economic development and approximately
$1 billion in investment to Charlotte County
over the next 40 years,” said Vanessa Oliver,
the board’s newest member, in an email to
the Sun.
Oliver, whose position on privatization
has never been a secret, went on to point
out a “yes” vote last week was not a
commitment to privatization. It would,
however, have allowed ﬁnancial investment
groups to present offers to the board for
up-to-a-40-year lease to operate and grow
the airport.
The idea is not a new one. It has been
on the back burner for a while and was
ﬂoated publicly again just before the Nov. 3
election that saw Oliver replace Pam Seay,
who stepped down after several terms on
the board. Seay, we should add, was a big
proponent of privatization.
How it all would have worked is that
a private company would pay big bucks
upfront to manage the airport. Its goal, of
course, would be to make improvements
and changes that would bring in increased
proﬁts (the airport makes an average of
around $4 million a year in proﬁts now).
The agreement would include certain
standards for maintaining the airport and
could be written to give the board some
authority to veto any major changes.
If an agreement was reached, the
authority would get anywhere from
$100 million to $200 million, or maybe
more, upfront. And, over the course of the
40 years, the airport was expected to get
another $100 million to $400 million.
The attraction is that the authority
cannot spend any of its proﬁts now in the
community. Its proﬁts can only be used
to enhance the airport. Some members,
especially Oliver, want to have that money
to spread around in the community. There
were several examples given where the
money could be used including on STEM
classes for students and to help restart
construction on the Sunseeker resort.
Commissioner Rob Hancik, one of the
three no votes, said he sees no reason for
the authority to lease out the airport —
adding that no one who has contacted him
was in favor of the idea.
Oliver was adamant the authority owed it
to the public to look at proposals.
“I think our citizens have the right to
transparency and input, and the board
voted to deny them that right,” she said.
It certainly would not have hurt to take
a peek at offers. But a decision to turn the
management of the airport over to a private
company is a huge step.
We can almost guarantee this is not the
last time the subject will come up.

A
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Advisory board loses three members
Loss comes
as developers
take aim in
Charlotte Harbor
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

The advisory board that
helped usher in the Sunseeker
resort just lost three of its
seven members.
At least one member said
he left because the Charlotte
Harbor Redevelopment
Advisory Committee no longer
served any purpose.

While the Charlotte Harbor
committee can no longer
comment on or officially review
developer proposals, another
advisory board in the county
still votes on development
proposals. That board, the
Planning and Zoning Advisory
Board, gained a new member
Tuesday following a vote of the
Charlotte County Commission.
Thomas P. Thornberry,
former Building Commissioner
for Punta Gorda and retired
plumbing contractor, will
replace outgoing member
Kenneth Chandler. Thornberry
also once served on the county’s licensing board and the
zoning board of appeals.

For the Charlotte Harbor
committee, the Sun asked
longtime member and Charlotte
Harbor resident Delmar
Wooden if he found the role of
the committee to be diminished
since its ability to deal with
developers was removed more
than two years ago.
“The role of the CRA is
more than diminished,” he
said in response. “In my view,
it no longer exists. The recent
interest in the Melbourne/41
property is a clear example.”
Wooden was referring to the
current debate over whether
the county should sell several
prime waterfront acres to
particular developers. After

most of the advisory committee
enthusiastically endorsed a
large restaurant proposal by a
local developer, county commissioners rejected that plan as not
offering a high purchase price.
Now, commissioners are
down to one proposal for the
Melbourne Street property,
which is dominated by a large
boat storage facility and a small
restaurant.
“Do you think they would
even be having a discussion
about putting a boat storage
facility on prime waterfront
property on the other side
of the river?” Wooden said,
referring to the city of Punta
Gorda’s government.

The other two members
leaving the committee are both
now members of the Charlotte
County Airport Authority —
James Herston and Vanessa
Oliver. Neither responded to
requests for comment, but
Herston has just become the
chair of the authority. Oliver
was newly elected to the
authority in November.
Herston told the Sun earlier
he supports commissioners in
their bid to get more money for
the Melbourne Street property,
for which the county paid
$4.5 million in 2016.
The county needs two
SEE MEMBERS, 6B
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The Charlotte Harbor
Redevelopment Agency was formed
in 1992 to help the county revitalize
FROM PAGE 1B
a waterfront that was considered
underdeveloped and suffering
business owners and one resident
from poor infrastructure. State law
of Charlotte Harbor to volunteer.
allows the county to create these
Despite the reduced responsibildistricts and use the property taxes
ities, there is still a role for this
to improve just that neighborhood.
committee, said the county’s
Wooden believes the only purRedevelopment Manager Josh
pose
of the advisory committee is
Hudson.
“There’s a lot of work to be done as a vehicle for the collecting and
in Charlotte Harbor,” Hudson said. allocating these property taxes. It
no longer has a role in advising on
That includes evaluating any
the development of the county’s
proposed changes to the zoning
historic waterfront district.
or development laws in that area.
Charlotte County has several
And you get to be among the ﬁrst to
redevelopment zones, but Charlotte
hear about any news in Charlotte
Harbor has become prominent due
Harbor, Hudson said.

MEMBERS

to Allegiant Travel Co’s Sunseeker
Resort. The giant waterfront resort
gained national prominence before
stalling mid-construction due to the
pandemic.
Many members of the county’s
many advisory boards have chaffed
at the new rules, adopted at the
recommendation of the county’s
legal department and the Economic
Development Office. The rules said
members can no longer comment
on active proposals, for fear that a
rejected developer would sue the
county for improper testimony,
among other things.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

The U.S. airport privatisation programme is on the ropes. There has been only one successful transaction of a mainstream
commercial airport to date, in Puerto Rico, which is not even part of the U.S. proper, and other attempts were withdrawn in
cities such as Chicago and St Louis. And that is despite improvements made to the programme to encourage wider
participation.
But now the possibility of another transaction has arisen, at a small tourism-oriented airport, Punta Gorda in Florida, and it is
being driven by the possibility of allocating funds from a deal to other, non-aviation related needs.
The complication here, though, is that there is only one commercial airline operating there – Allegiant. That gives Allegiant
the power of veto over any transaction if it wanted to, and it is also investing in a big real estate project close to the airport,
which could even be interwoven into the airport deal, thus creating a conundrum.
https://centreforaviation.com/analysis/reports/small-single-airline-florida-airport-punta-gorda-may-seek-leasep3-542481

New mural will feature historic Punta Gorda Army Air Field | Education
by TIMESNEST November 27, 2020 in Education

Punta Gorda Historic Mural Society members are thrilled to announce the beginning of the town’s subsequent mural.
It will current the historical past of the Punta Gorda Army Air Field in-built Punta Gorda in 1943.
The air discipline was used from February 1944 to September 1945 to coach an estimated 750 U.S. pilots for World Warfare
II. The Army Air Corps staffed the power with 44 officers and 1,097 enlisted males and had greater than 100 plane on the
bottom.
Coaching ended on Sept. 1, 1945, at some point earlier than the Japanese surrendered. The ability was lively for a complete
of 1 12 months, eight months and 22 days.
In 2002 the Mural Society painted a mural that includes the historic air discipline on three partitions on the Charlotte County
Airport (now the Punta Gorda Airport).
Sadly, the mural was misplaced in 2004, a sufferer of Hurricane Charley. Now 16 years later, the society is raring to seize
this vital historical past as soon as once more, this time on a newly constructed wall in Veterans Park on Nesbit Road, Punta
Gorda.
The Society is happy to have acclaimed Florida mural artist Keith Goodson create this mural, the thirty first for the Society.
Goodson was born in Cocoa Seashore, Florida, the place his father was stationed on the U.S. Air Power base. His household
lived on the Avon Park Bombing Vary for a number of years, and his father is at the moment the Vary Ops controller for the
bottom.
Rising up in a navy household, the theme of this mural is particularly significant for Goodson.
Goodson at the moment lives in Lake Alfred and has painted murals for cities throughout Florida — most notably 19 murals
in Lake Placid, in addition to ones in Titusville, Lake Metropolis and Avon Park. As well as, he has labored for main firms
like Common Studios, Disney and Sea World as an artist and advisor
Portray will begin the week of Dec. 7 and is anticipated to take about about two weeks. The Society invitations all to cease by
Veterans Park to welcome the artist to city and watch this particular mural come to life.
This new mural will be a part of the Society’s guided strolling excursions scheduled for January-March. See the web site for
extra info.
https://timesnest.com/new-mural-will-feature-historic-punta-gorda-army-air-field-education/

