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Editor: 
 
What is going on at the Punta Gorda Airport? 
 
There must be hidden gold somewhere at the Punta Gorda Airport. In 2018 Julie Price ran for the airport board. 
Her campaign manager was State Rep. Mike Grant. The race became dirty when the dark money PACs began 
pumping thousands of dollars into mailers with a campaign of lies and half-truths against incumbent Rob Hancik. 
Mr. Grant's efforts did not yield a seat in that race. 
 
Fast forward to the 2020 primary for the open airport board seat. This race was between Vanessa Oliver, who is 
Grant's daughter and Bob Starr. Once again the infusion of thousands of PAC dollars were pumped into the race. 
The lies published about Bob Starr about were almost laughable. “Never Trumper.” 
 
Early in 2016 Bob was telling me Donald Trump was going to be our next president and that if he didn't, this 
country would go to hell. The chairman of the Republican Party of Florida and State Senator Joe Gruters violated 
his loyalty oath, not to endorse one Republican candidate over another in a primary election. One mailer had 
candidate Oliver, Party Chairman Gruters and President Trump pictured stating they would bring jobs back from 
China to the Punta Gorda Airport properties. 
 
I will be watching closely to see when that happens. The seat was won by Oliver. Bought and paid for by special 
interest. Soon we may find out where the gold is buried at the Airport. 
 
Andy Boomhower 
 
Punta Gorda 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-there-must-be-gold-at-the-airport/article_a70909ae-fe89-11ea-9faf-17436ba0c9a7.html 
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Allegiant Air could not wait for Congress to pass another bailout and furloughed 
100 pilots Thursday. 
 
The only airline at the Punta Gorda Airport has blamed the pilots' union for 
rejecting an option that would have kept them employed but with no pay, one pilot 
said. 
 
Both management and union agreed Friday that they are hoping for Congress to 
issue more aid to airlines. Airline aid totaling $25 billion ended Oct. 1. Back in the 
spring, Allegiant had received about $448 million in payroll protection and loans. 

 
"We are still hopeful for Congressional action to extend payroll support and had proposed to delay furloughs past Oct. 1 as 
talks continue," Allegiant Communications Director Hilarie Grey told the Sun. "Unfortunately, the union representing our 
pilots ... rejected that proposal, and Allegiant furloughed 100 pilots yesterday." 
 
Allegiant's 1,000 pilots joined the International Brotherhood of Teamsters in May. The airline has 1,500 flight attendants. 
 
At least two other airlines — American and United — have also begun furloughs, Grey said. 
 
Allegiant management was asking for major concessions from pilots, said pilot Andrew Robles, the union's executive council 
chair. They were asked to accept a 60% cut to their base pay, he said. 
 
"They're trying to get us to cover their losses," Robles said. 
 
To avoid a costly furlough, Allegiant offered to keep the pilots officially employed but with no pay, Robles said, and the 
furloughs would have proceeded without regard to seniority. Bringing a pilot back from a furlough is time consuming and 
costly, Robles said, with pilots having to get their federal security passes reissued among other things. 
 
Both sides wanted to hold off on the furlough to see if the Senate is willing to work with a $2.2 trillion stimulus bill passed in 
the House late Thursday. 
 
"Based on the statements that Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi issued earlier today, we are optimistic about this situation being 
resolved through legislative action," said Capt. David Bourne, Director of the Teamsters Airline Division. 
 
"I think that both sides need this deal," Bourne said, adding that flying could drop by 30-40% without the stimulus and affect 
up to 4.7 million jobs. 
 
Asked how the furloughs will affect flying schedules for Allegiant, Grey said, "Adjustments that may be needed as a result 
are still being determined." 
 
Flight attendants and the Transport Workers Union reached an agreement with Allegiant management and did not face 
furloughs or layoffs, Grey said. In their agreement, some flight attendants agreed to take "early out" and voluntary leave. 
Fifty-nine flight attendants opted for the early out option, she said. 
 
Grey noted that Allegiant had originally notified the pilots union that 275 pilots will be furloughed if Congress did not extend 
payroll protection. The airline had 4,500 employees at the start of the pandemic and 700 took a 60-day leave. 
 
Allegiant selected Charlotte Harbor for a $470 million resort, but halted construction this spring due to the pandemic. 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/allegiant-furloughs-100-pilots/article_1dbe7202-04e1-11eb-84a1-1382afd87859.html 
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Allegiant Air could not wait for 
Congress to pass another bailout and 
furloughed 100 pilots Thursday.

The only airline at the Punta Gorda 
Airport has blamed the pilots’ union for 
rejecting an option that would have kept 
them employed but with no pay, one pilot 
said.

Both management and union agreed 
Friday that they are hoping for Congress 
to issue more aid to airlines. Airline aid 
totaling $25 billion ended Oct. 1. Back in 
the spring, Allegiant had received about 
$448 million in payroll protection and 
loans.

“We are still hopeful for Congressional 
action to extend payroll support and 
had proposed to delay furloughs past 
Oct. 1 as talks continue,” Allegiant 
Communications Director Hilarie Grey 
told the Sun. “Unfortunately, the union 
representing our pilots ... rejected that 
proposal, and Allegiant furloughed 100 
pilots yesterday.”

Allegiant’s 1,000 pilots joined the 
International Brotherhood of  Teamsters 
in May. The airline has 1,500 flight 
attendants.

At least two other airlines — American 
and United — have also begun furloughs, 
Grey said.

Allegiant 
furloughs 
100 pilots

Pilots’ union says 

Allegiant offered to keep 

them employed but with 

no salary

SEE ALLEGIANT, 6A
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Allegiant management was asking for 
major concessions from pilots, said pilot 
Andrew Robles, the union’s executive 
council chair. They were asked to accept 
a 60% cut to their base pay, he said.

“They’re trying to get us to cover their 
losses,” Robles said.

To avoid a costly furlough, Allegiant 
offered to keep the pilots officially 
employed but with no pay, Robles said, 
and the furloughs would have proceeded 
without regard to seniority. Bringing 
a pilot back from a furlough is time 
consuming and costly, Robles said, with 
pilots having to get their federal security 
passes reissued among other things.

Both sides wanted to hold off on the 
furlough to see if  the Senate is willing 
to work with a $2.2 trillion stimulus bill 
passed in the House late Thursday.

“Based on the statements that Speaker 
(Nancy) Pelosi issued earlier today, we 
are optimistic about this situation being 
resolved through legislative action,” 
said Capt. David Bourne, Director of  the 

Teamsters Airline Division.
“I think that both sides need this 

deal,” Bourne said, adding that flying 
could drop by 30-40% without the stimu-
lus and affect up to 4.7 million jobs.

Asked how the furloughs will affect 
flying schedules for Allegiant, Grey said, 
“Adjustments that may be needed as a 
result are still being determined.”

Flight attendants and the Transport 
Workers Union reached an agreement 
with Allegiant management and did not 
face furloughs or layoffs, Grey said. In 
their agreement, some flight attendants 
agreed to take “early out” and voluntary 
leave. Fifty-nine flight attendants opted 
for the early out option, she said.

Grey noted that Allegiant had original-
ly notified the pilots union that 275 pilots 
will be furloughed if  Congress did not 
extend payroll protection. The airline 
had 4,500 employees at the start of  the 
pandemic and 700 took a 60-day leave.

Allegiant selected Charlotte Harbor 
for a $470 million resort, but halted 
construction this spring due to the 
pandemic.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com

ALLEGIANT
FROM PAGE 1A

at MetLife Investment 
Management. “There’s a 
lot of  caution on the part of  
employers.”

With September’s hiring 
gain, the economy has now re-
covered slightly more than half  
the 22 million jobs wiped out 
by the coronavirus, which has 
killed over 200,000 Americans 
and infected more than 7 mil-
lion. With many businesses and 
customers plagued by fear and 
uncertainty, some economists 
say it could take as long as late 
2023 for the job market to fully 
recover.

This week, moreover, brought 
a new wave of  layoff announce-
ments reflecting the continuing 
slump in travel and tourism: 
Disney is cutting 28,000 jobs, 
Allstate will shed 3,800, and U.S. 
airlines said as many as 40,000 
employees are losing their jobs 
this month as federal aid to the 
industry expires.

In another problematic 
sign in Friday’s report, the 
number of  laid-off workers 

who say their jobs are gone for 
good rose from 3.4 million to 
3.8 million.

While unemployment has 
tumbled from April, when it 
topped out at 14.7%, it is still 
high by historical standards. 
For the Trump administra-
tion, the pandemic recession 
has been a whiplash, with 
unemployment soaring from a 
half-century low in February of  
3.5% to a 90-year peak in April 
of  14.7%.

The U.S. gained nearly 
7 million jobs from Trump’s 
2017 inauguration until the 
pandemic struck. Now it has 
3.9 million fewer than when he 
took office.

Friday’s numbers offered 
voters a final look at the most 
important barometer of  the 
economy before the Nov. 3 
presidential election — an 
election whose outcome was 
thrown into deeper uncertainty 
by the announcement Friday 
that Trump has tested positive 
for the coronavirus.

Still-high unemployment is a 
potential political liability for 
Trump. Yet President Barack 
Obama was re-elected in 2012 

even with unemployment at 
7.8% on the eve of  the election.

And even as the economy has 
struggled to sustain a recovery, 
it has remained one of  the few 
bright spots in Trump’s other-
wise weak political standing. 
Roughly half  of  voters approve 
of  his performance on the 
economy.

Voters in some battleground 
states may feel differently. In 
August, the latest data avail-
able, unemployment was 10.3% 
in Pennsylvania and 8.7% in 
Michigan, both above the na-
tional rate that month. Florida 
was at 7.4% and Wisconsin at 
6.2%, with both states below the 
national average.

The economy is under 
pressure on a number of  
fronts, including the expira-
tion of  federal aid programs 
that had fueled rehiring and 
sustained the economy — from 
a $600-a-week benefit for the 
unemployed to $500 billion in 
forgivable short-term loans to 
small businesses.

The September jobs report 
showed that women in their 
prime working years are quit-
ting their jobs and leaving the 

workforce at much higher rates 
than men, a sign that many 
women are staying home to 
help their children with remote 
schooling.

“Women continue to bear the 
brunt of  this recession,” said 
Julia Pollak, a labor economist 
at ZipRecruiter. “They are su-
pervising at-home schooling.”

This is the first U.S. recession 
in which service-sector jobs 
have been hardest hit, instead 
of  goods-producing industries 
like manufacturing, and women 
make up a greater share of  the 
workforce in service industries 
like retail and health.

Many in-person service 
providers, such as gyms, movie 
theaters, and restaurants are 
still employing far fewer people 
than before the outbreak.

Charlie Cassara, who owns 
two gyms on New York’s Long 
Island, said he has brought 
back only one of  his 20 employ-
ees since gyms were allowed to 
reopen at 33% capacity in late 
August. He said many of  his 
clients have stayed away out of  
fear of  the virus.

He has been unable to pay 
full rent and expects he will 

have to close one gym by the 
end of  the year unless things 
change.

“Everybody is pretty much 
hanging on now with the hope 
that maybe they are going to 
have a chance if  they can sur-
vive the winter, but the outlook 
is not good,” said Cassara, 
president of  the New York 
Fitness Coalition, which has 
sued New York City to allow 
indoor fitness group classes.

The unemployment rate for 
Black workers fell sharply 
last month but is still much 
higher than it is for whites. The 
African-American rate dropped 
to 12.1% from 13% in August. 
For whites, unemployment 
declined from 7.3% to 7%. For 
Hispanics, the rate fell from 
10.5% to 10.3%.

Overseas, unemployment 
rose for a fifth straight month 
in Europe in August and is 
expected to climb further amid 
concern that government 
support programs won’t be able 
keep many businesses hit by 
coronavirus restrictions afloat 
indefinitely.

HIRING
FROM PAGE 1A

PHOTO PROVIDED

To avoid a costly furlough, Allegiant offered to keep the pilots officially 
employed but with no pay.
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to enter daily through November 11 for chances to 
WIN a one-month couple’s membership* to 
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ALICE CARES

I care about YOU!

Elect
ALICE WHITE

Democrat
Sarasota County Commissioner - District 5

Let’s work together, toward something better.

I care about protecting and respecting the special 
character of our natural environment. Our environment 
is everything. It’s why we live here. It drives our economy.

I care that our elected offi  cials have been serving and 
representing the developers and special interest groups 
and not YOU, the people.

I care that we don’t plan for SMART development. 
Growth and development must be both fi nancially and 
environmentally sustainable.

I care that the residents of North Port, Englewood, and 
all of District 5 have not been duly represented on the 
Sarasota County Commission.



 

 

 
 

PUNTA GORDA — The Charlotte County Airport Authority is 
taking baby steps toward considering a public private 
partnership, or P3, that would allow a private company to 
handle daily operations at Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
“We (would still) get oversight (and set policy),” said 
Commissioner Pam Seay at an Authority development 
workshop last week. “We (would) still be responsible for the 
oversight of (the private company’s) actions and activities and 
making sure that we’re verifying what they said they’re going to 
do is what what they actually are doing.” 
 

P3 is a contractual agreement between a public agency like the airport and a private sector company as part of 
the Airport Investment Partnership Program. 
 
Congress established a similar program in 1997 that explored privatization as a means of generating access to 
sources of private capital for airport improvement and development. 
 
In 2018, the Reauthorization Act established the AIPP name and also allowed for joint management of an 
airport by public sponsors and private operators. 
 
Seay told the Sun that the partnership would basically create a new revenue stream for the airport, allowing the 
Authority to tap in to future projects such as hotels, parking garages, gas stations and other concessions. 
 
The funds would also help the Authority give back to the community; whereas, currently, the Authority cannot 
use any revenues or grant money for anything but airport operations and facilities because of rules established 
by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
“We’ve got this tremendous value (here),” Seay said at the workshop. “How can we tap into that to do the things 
that people of our community would like to see? 
 
“If this program would allow us to tap into the value that we have and retain for the future and preserve and 
protect this airport and its facilities and still watch out for our people that have gotten us to this point and if we 
can find a way to balance that, why not explore this opportunity and see what we can do?” 
 
There are still many steps and decisions that need to be taken before anything can move forward with the P3 
program. 
 
“Personally, I see five things we’re looking at,” Seay said. “What can we get or do that’s different from what we 
do on our own ... what’s going to change? Assuming that we can do something different, could we make it 
work for the benefit of this airport and our community? From that, what do we gain from this, what is our gain 
here at this airport.” 
 
“What protections would we have in place to assure that this airport and these people are protected and that 
we have protections for what we have built,” Seay continued. “(And) if we did it, how would it be structured? 
Who is responsible for what?” 
 
Commissioners will discuss the program further at their Oct. 15 meeting at 9 a.m. at the CCAA Board Room, 
7375 Utilities Road, in Punta Gorda. 
 
The Authority is seeking public opinion on the matter through their website, flypgd.com/contact. 
 
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/a-private-company-managing-pg-airport-its-possible/article_89e1fc3c-0663-11eb-9c81-cf1138e4eefc.html 

https://www.flypgd.com/contact
mailto:daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com
roseb
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PUNTA GORDA -  The Charlotte County Airport Authority is   taking 
baby steps toward considering a public private partnership, or P3, that 
would allow a private company to handle daily operations at Punta Gorda 
Airport. 

 
https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/1975134/a-private-company-managing-pg-airport.html 
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority is taking baby steps 
toward considering a public 
private partnership, or P3, that 
would allow a private company 
to handle daily operations at 
Punta Gorda Airport.

“We (would still) get over-
sight (and set policy),” said 
Commissioner Pam Seay at 

an Authority development 
workshop last week. “We 
(would) still be responsible for 
the oversight of  (the private 
company’s) actions and activi-
ties and making sure that we’re 
verifying what they said they’re 
going to do is what what they 
actually are doing.”

P3 is a contractual agree-
ment between a public agency 
like the airport and a private 
sector company as part of  the 
Airport Investment Partnership 
Program.

Congress established a 
similar program in 1997 that ex-
plored privatization as a means 
of  generating access to sources 

of  private capital for airport 
improvement and development.

In 2018, the Reauthorization 
Act established the AIPP name 
and also allowed for joint man-
agement of  an airport by public 
sponsors and private operators.

Seay told the Sun that the 
partnership would basically 
create a new revenue stream 
for the airport, allowing the 
Authority to tap in to future 
projects such as hotels, parking 
garages, gas stations and other 
concessions.

The funds would also help 
the Authority give back to the 

A private company managing PG airport? 
Seay: ‘We would 

still have oversight’

SUN PHOTO BY DANIEL SUTPHIN

Charlotte County Airport Authority Commissioner Pam Seay 
at an Oct. 1 development workshop where the board discussed 
looking into a public private partnership for Punta Gorda 

SEE AIRPORT, 4C

Emerging into season out of  
the September doldrums was 
never quite like this before.

Under the pandemic’s shad-
ow, some seasonal residents 
never left, but many others did 
and have begun to return (less 
countless Canadians). There’s 
also a horde of  new residents, 
among the nearly 1,000 a day 
who, the Daily Mail tells us, 
are fleeing high-tax states for 
Florida.

In the wake of  seasonal 
population inflation comes 
the reopening of  restaurants, 
expanded hours, health-con-
scious renovations and other 
changes.

OCTOBER’S BOOMING
It was wise to conserve 

resources during the 
worst of  the pandemic, but 

seasonal reopenings and ex-
panded hours were inevitable.

El Jobean’s historic Bean 
Depot Café and Museum — 
luncheonette, home-grown 
museum and bluegrass 
stomping grounds, hidden in 
a grove at the northern end of  
the El Jobean Bridge — will, 
according to new proprietor 
Don Berini, reopen Oct. 20.

His dream for his late father, 

Tim’s, establishment is, said 
Berini, to “elevate the Bean 
— not change it, but make 
it a better version of  what it 
already is. We’re planning a big 
Halloween celebration. This 
year, it’s on a Saturday, with a 
blue moon. It’s only once in a 
blue moon that this place has 
shut down, so I think it’s fitting 
that we celebrate then.”

For the first time, the Bean 
now has a telephone (941-235-
0928); will accept more than 
just cash; is hiring additional, 
more specialized help; and will 
update its menu prices.

“In honor of  Pop’s stubborn 
old-school belief  in cash only,” 
Berini added, “we’ll offer 
a discount to cash-paying 
customers.”

In mid-October, Port 

New restaurant openings, projects ride in on season

SUN PHOTO BY SUE WADE

The Bean Depot Café in El Jobean reopens Oct. 20, serving 
more specials like deep-fried spaghetti balls and chocolate 
lasagna.

SUE WADE
The Scene

SEE SEASON, 4C

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

October is National Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month and Karen 
McElhaney and Judi Harris have a 
very important to decision to make 
over the next two weeks.

Should they cancel a major fund-
raiser that will keep the the Center for 
Abuse and Rape Emergency (CARE) 
organization solvent for another year, 
or start planning the January 2021 
event, hoping the community will 
support it?

McElhaney is the executive director 
at CARE in Port Charlotte, and Harris 
serves on the board of  directors.

“Normally, we have 650-750 peo-
ple attend the annual fundraiser,” 
McElhaney said. “This year, we just 
don’t know what to do. It’s our most 
important event ... our money will 
be gone in a year without this main 
fundraiser.”

Seeking input from supporters, they 
sent out a survey to attendees of  past 
events last week asking how they felt 
about attending a smaller, possibly
outdoor event in January.

“About 52% said they would come to 
an indoor event if  we limited it to 300 
people,” Harris said. “If  we were to 
hold it at the event center under tents, 
the majority said they would attend, 
although it be very expensive to put 
together.”

This would be the 33rd year of  the 
CARE ball. Organizers have never 
skipped a year — not even when 
Hurricane Charley blew through 
town.

“We put up tents and the event was 
still a big success,” Harris said.

The 2021 ball is supposed to take 
place on Jan. 23.

McElhaney said the board must 

CARE 
considers 
canceling 

annual 
fundraiser 

Board to make decision 

at October meeting

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY EDITOR

MANASOTA KEY — For years, 
Nelda and Jim Thompson supported 
the children’s programs and the arts 
in Englewood and southwest Florida 
community — and particularly The 
Hermitage Artist Retreat.

Now, it’s time for The Hermitage to 
honor Nelda and her late husband, Jim.

The leadership team at the artist 
retreat is planning to do just that on the 
weekend of  their 12th annual Artful 
Lobster fundraising feast, set for Nov. 

14 on the beachfront grounds of  the 
retreat’s Manasota Key campus. The 
public is invited to join in.

Andy Sandberg, artistic director and
CEO of  the Hermitage Artist Retreat,
said the center will be recognizing 
the couple’s accomplishments in a 
reception the Friday night before the
luncheon and toast them at the Artful 
Lobster.

“The Artful Lobster weekend this 
year will recognize true Hermitage he-
roes and extraordinary members of  our 
community,” he said. “We are thrilled to
be honoring this amazing family. Nelda
has been a champion of  the Hermitage 
since its earliest days, and she is still on
our board of  trustees.”

The Thompsons came to Englewood 
in 1969. Jim was an attorney.

One of  the volunteer jobs he took

Hermitage to honor  

‘Queen of Manasota Key’

Nelda Thompson and 

her late husband Jim 

lauded for support of 

community, arts

SUN FILE PHOTO

Nelda Thompson looks through items at the 2013 Artful Lobster fundraiser at 
The Hermitage on Manasota Key.

The Artful Lobster weekend 
Many annual fundraising events were

canceled due to COVID-19, but the 

Artful Lobster isn’t one of them.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat is 

planning its 12th annual Artful Lobster 

fundraising feast, catered by Michaels 

on East of Sarasota.

With new health and safety protocols 

implemented, the outdoor event is 

planned beneath a large, open-air 

tent on the Hermitage’s beachfront 

campus from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 

Saturday, Nov. 14, at 6660 Manasota 

Key Road, Englewood.

“While productions and performances 

around the world may be on hold,

the creative process and artistic 

development are more essential than 

ever,” Andy Sandberg, artistic director 

and CEO of the Hermitage, wrote. “This 

year’s Artful Lobster is an opportunity 

to celebrate and champion the artists

who will ultimately give us a reason to 

return to theaters, concert halls, and 

museums when it is safe to do so.

“This popular annual event on 

Manasota Key raises valuable funds 

for the Hermitage’s nationally 

renowned artist residency program,”

he said in a statement, adding a 

performance is also planned by a 

“renowned Hermitage fellow.”

While highlighting the artists, this 

year’s event celebrates Nelda 

Thompson and her late husband 

Jim, longtime Hermitage supporters, 

Sandberg said.

“A Celebration of Nelda and Jim 

Thompson” is set for 5-7 p.m. Friday, 

Nov. 13, also at the Hermitage. Enjoy 

the sunset on the beach with tapas-

style hors d’ouevres and a seafood 

station “fit for a queen” and toasting 

the guests of honor.

The event’s co-chairs are Flora Major 

and Leslie Edwards. Single tickets, 

sponsorship packages and tables are 

available. For more information, visit 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org or call 

941-475-2098, Ext. 5.
SEE NELDA, 4CSEE CARE, 4C
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community; whereas, currently, 
the Authority cannot use any 
revenues or grant money for 
anything but airport operations 
and facilities because of  rules 
established by the Federal 
Aviation Administration.

“We’ve got this tremendous 
value (here),” Seay said at the 
workshop. “How can we tap 

into that to do the things that 
people of  our community would 
like to see?

“If  this program would allow 
us to tap into the value that we 
have and retain for the future 
and preserve and protect this 
airport and its facilities and 
still watch out for our people 
that have gotten us to this point 
and if  we can find a way to 
balance that, why not explore 
this opportunity and see what 
we can do?”

There are still many steps 
and decisions that need to be 
taken before anything can move 
forward with the P3 program.

“Personally, I see five things 
we’re looking at,” Seay said. 
“What can we get or do that’s 
different from what we do on 
our own ... what’s going to 
change? Assuming that we can 
do something different, could 
we make it work for the benefit 
of  this airport and our commu-
nity? From that, what do we 

gain from this, what is our gain 
here at this airport.”

“What protections would we 
have in place to assure that 
this airport and these people 
are protected and that we have 
protections for what we have 
built,” Seay continued. “(And) 
if  we did it, how would it be 
structured? Who is responsible 
for what?”

Commissioners will discuss 
the program further at their 
Oct. 15 meeting at 9 a.m. at 

the CCAA Board Room, 7375 
Utilities Road, in Punta Gorda.

The Authority is seeking 
public opinion on the matter 
through their website,  
flypgd.com/contact.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1C

make a decision by their 
October meeting.

“We haven’t made a final
decision yet,” McElhaney said.
“Obviously, we do not want
to be responsible for anyone
becoming ill, but we survive 
on grant money and that’s
hard to come by this year. We
need to do the ball so we can 
remain financially solvent.”

Board members declined to 
discuss the amount of  money 
that was raised from previous
events.

Some options being 
considered are moving a
smaller, casual bar area 
outdoors and having a

scaled-back silent auction.
CARE staff and volunteers 

help survivors of  domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
and other violent crimes in 
Charlotte County.

McElhaney said CARE 
has never closed its doors or 
turned away any individual 
who asked for help.

“We are open 24/7, 365 
days a year,” McElhaney 
said. “We have helped men, 
women, children and babies. 
Sometimes people just need 
help with getting a plane 
ticket to go someplace safe.”

There are two resale shops 
that also help with raising 
funds for the organization. 
One is located at 19765 
Kenilworth Blvd. in Port 
Charlotte. The other is at

7070 Environmental Way in 
Englewood. Hours of  oper-
ation are 9 a.m. to 3:30 pm 
Tuesday through Saturday.

“We take all household 
items,” Harris said. “The 
stores also help many of  our 
participants furnish their 
apartments and homes.”

Volunteers are needed at
both locations, and current-
ly, baby items are in huge 
demand.

If  you would like to help 
in any way, send an email to 
karen.mcelhaney@carefl.org.

The CARE crisis hotline 
number is 941-627-6000.

For more information, visit 
carefl.org.

Email: sue.erwin@yoursun.
com

CARE
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Michelle Butler and Jill McCrory are pictured attending the 2020
CARE Ball.
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The official moniker is PGD AviEx.
That’s just a catchy, short way to 

refer to the Charlotte County Airport’s 
latest project for its expansion of  general 
aviation activity.

In all, there will be $18 million spent on 
the project, which will become a hub for gen-
eral aviation pilots, businesses and activities. 
It has the potential to accommodate a flight 
school, avionics and aircraft maintenance 
services and other types of  training pro-
grams, according to a press release.

The centerpiece of  the project will be a 
13,000-square-foot GA Center that will in-
clude a 2,500-square-foot dining area, lobby, 
conference room, flight catering staging 
area, nine leased offices/flight instruction 
rooms, and two event/meeting rooms.

Ground has been broken for the first 
phase — a 650,000-square-foot ramp, or 
aircraft parking area, and the extension of  
Taxiway E. A second phase should begin 
later this year and will include the GA 
Center, access roads and parking and site 
work for 10 large hangars. Those hangars 
and new T-hangar units will be built in the 
third phase of  the project in 2021.

While the general public probably only 
cares about access to Allegiant flights and 
cheap air transportation to several U.S. 
cities, the news of  the general aviation ame-
nities is important. It not only signals the 
continued growth of  the Charlotte County 
Airport but it shows that general aviation 
pilots — who once were the lifeblood of  
the airport before commercial flights took 
interest — have not been forgotten.

Congratulations to the airport staff and 
the Airport Authority board for taking 
another positive step toward the future.

Airport project 
looks to future
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A private company could soon handle operations for Punta Gorda 
Airport...  

 

https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/1979332/a-private-company-could-soon-handle.html 
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T h e  o n l y  a i r l i n e  a t  P u n t a  G o r d a  A i r p o r t  j u s t  f u r l o u g h e d  1 0 0  p i l o t s  
Allegiant has been "operating with daily losses" 
 

 
 
B y :  R o b  M a n c h  
Posted at 8:01 PM, Oct 06, 2020 and last updated 8:01 PM, Oct 06, 2020 
 
PUNTA GORDA — The only airline providing service to Punta Gorda’s airport just had to furlough 100 pilots. 
 
Allegiant Air said it has been "operating with daily losses that are unsustainable." The company said it had been 
waiting for Congress to pass another stimulus package to keep employees on the payroll. But last week, the airline 
couldn’t wait any longer. 
 
Airlines like Allegiant have been pushing for another $25 billion from Congress. The CEO’s of several airlines even 
made the trip to the White House back on September 17th. 
 
“We’re just here to plea with everyone involved to get to a COVID relief package," said Doug Parker, the C.E.O. of 
American Airlines during that visit. 
 
But that relief package never came, and on October 1st, the support from the CARES Act expired. We reached out 
to Allegiant Airlines, and the company responded. 
 
“Unfortunately, the arc of the virus is still having a negative impact on demand and, like other airlines, Allegiant 
was forced to furlough. However, we, along with our pilots’ union, remain hopeful that congressional leaders will 
provide additional support," said Sonya Padgett, with Allegiant media relations. 
 
But that hope may have been dashed on Tuesday. 
 
President Trump announced in a Tweet “I have instructed my representatives to stop negotiating until after the 
election.” 
 
The sticking point is about the size of the relief package. Democrats want it to be $2.4 trillion, while Republicans 
want it to be $1.6 trillion. 
 
“We came down a trillion dollars. We asked them to go up a trillion dollars. Instead they went down," said Nancy 
Pelosi in a press conference earlier this month. 
 
But we also spoke with the pilot’s union, the Teamsters, which blames Allegiant for the furloughs. 
 
"We had a verbal agreement in which we were going to extend the timeline in order to delay furloughs, but at the 
11th hour the company reneged," said Andrew Robles, the Executive Council Chairman for Allegiant Air Pilot 
Group. 
 
Allegiant said schedule changes are still being determined, but it said the furloughs will have a minimal impact for 
now. So if you already have a flight booked in Punta Gorda, it should stay on-schedule. 
 
 
https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/the-only-airline-at-punta-gorda-airport-just-furloughed-100-pilots 



 

A  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n y  c o u l d  s o o n  h a n d l e  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  
P u n t a  G o r d a  A i r p o r t  

 
 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY, Fla. – The Charlotte County Airport 
Authority is discussing bringing in a private company to handle 
daily operations for the Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
The partnership would not only potentially expand the airport but 
could be an investment in Charlotte County. Hotels, parking 
garages and gas stations are all possible things the money 
could go toward in the county. 

 
If the partnership is agreed on, the Charlotte County Airport Authority would have more freedom with 
their funds. 
 
“It frees up money for the Airport Authority,” Dave Gammon, the director of Charlotte County Economic 
Development, said. “The Airport Authority has money but they have strings attached with some of the 
money and what they can do and how they can grow their great economic engine for the county.” 
 
The Airport Authority has its next meeting on Oct. 15. Before then, they want to hear from you about the 
potential partnership. To find out how to connect with them, click here. 
 
 
https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2020/10/05/a-private-company-could-soon-handle-operations-for-punta-gorda-airport/ 



 
 
 

The only airline at Punta Gorda Airport just furloughed 
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The forefront. That’s where new board president Justin Brand will keep the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce as we 
follow his “Businesses Building a Stronger Community” mantra. And he made this very clear at Friday’s 95th Annual 
Meeting. There will be a lot of hard work, strategizing, and fun as the chamber continues to support the business community. 

As we said farewell to our 2019-2020 chamber year at our safe luncheon event, there were recognitions, goodbyes, and 
welcomes. Mostly there were lots of thank you’s. 

Peter Keating named annual Pacesetter Award recipient 

The prestigious Pacesetter Award was presented to Peter Keating, recognizing his service to the small business community. 
He has helped business start, grow and succeed. In turn, this has improved the economy of Charlotte County and changed 
lives. 

During 2019 alone, Peter spent more than 1,000 hours consulting with clients at no charge. Over the years, he helped 
businesses access loans and capital, helped more than 26 get their businesses started, and helped others learn how to apply for 
government contracts. In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, Peter consulted with clients for more than 1,060 hours, helped 
businesses received more than $5 million in capital and loans, has helped more than 11 clients start a business, and produced 
training and Q&As to teach businesses about resources available with the Pandemic COVID-19 disaster. 

Congratulations, Peter. You have made a difference. 

2020-2021 Board of Directors 

Recognized and thanked for their years of service on the board were Carla Nix with Nix and Associates Real Estate Services 
and Kathy Robinson with Centennial Bank. The newly sworn in board of directors are: 

President, Justin Brand, Charlotte Community Foundation; President-Elect: Bob White, EcoSun Homes; Immediate Past 
President and Vice President of Government Affairs, Tony Smith, Ashley, Brown and Company, CPAs; Treasurer, Colleen 
Wright, Olsen, Lynch and Wright, CPAs; Vice President of Leadership Charlotte, Mike Martin, State Farm Insurance; Vice 
President of Membership Services, Steve Lineberry, Premier Photographic Events; 

Ian Vincent, Charlotte County Public Schools; Kelsey J. Veitengruber, Farr Law Firm; Melissa Reichert, City of Punta Gorda 
Administration; James Parish, Charlotte County Airport Authority; David Oliver, McCrory Law Firm; Bob Miller, Boyette 
and Miller Construction and Development; Angie Matthiessen, United Way of Charlotte County; Toby Lynn, The Mortgage 

 



Firm; Matt Jones, Jones Family Insurance; Jason Green, Axis Infrastructure; Dave Gammon, Charlotte County Economic 
Development Office; Hector Flores, Charlotte County Administration; and Melissa Bergey, Gator Wilderness Camp School. 

2020-2021 Sustaining Partners 

The Sustaining Partner businesses graciously provide additional financial support to the chamber which, in turn, provides 
them with more exposure and benefits for their businesses. This allows the chamber to continue with increased promotion, 
advocacy, involvement and leadership at the local, state and federal levels as we support our businesses and the community 
we serve. 

The 2020-2021 Sustaining Partners are: Platinum Level- Buffalo Graffix (SUPREME Charter Partner); Chapman Insurance 
Group; Don Gasgarth’s Charlotte County Ford; Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference; Integrity Employee Leasing; Olsen, 
Lynch and Wright, CPAs; and Sun Coast Media Group. 

Diamond Level- Ashley, Brown, and Company, CPAs; Charlotte State Bank and Trust (Charter Partner); Farr Law Firm 
(Charter Partner); Friendly Floors; Nix and Associates Real Estate; and Panther Hollow Dental Lodge. 

Emerald Level- Bayfront Health (Charter Partner); Centennial Bank; Charlotte Community Foundation; Coastal Mowing and 
Tree; Florida SouthWestern State College (SUPREME Charter Partner); Nolan Family Insurance; Premier Photographic 
Events; Sandhill Healing Center; South Port Square; St. Andrews South Golf Club; State Farm Insurance-Mike Martin; 
WhitCo Insurance-Alexia Martin Agency; and Wotitzky, Wotitzky, Ross, McKinley and Young. 
 
Emerald Level- Bayfront Health (Charter Partner); Centennial Bank; Charlotte Community Foundation; Coastal Mowing and 
Tree; Florida SouthWestern State College (SUPREME Charter Partner); Nolan Family Insurance; Premier Photographic 
Events; Sandhill Healing Center; South Port Square; St. Andrews South Golf Club; State Farm Insurance-Mike Martin; 
WhitCo Insurance-Alexia Martin Agency; and Wotitzky, Wotitzky, Ross, McKinley and Young. 
 
 
Teri Ashley is the executive director of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, now in its 96th 
year. She can be reached at 941-627-2222 or at tashley@charlottecountychamber.org. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/column-charlotte-county-chamber-celebrates-at-95th-annual-meeting/article_2f543272-0838-11eb-a89a-
db411a71bb9c.html 

mailto:tashley@charlottecountychamber.org
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO  
 
By Staff | on October 08, 2020 
 
ONGOING 
 
 
Public Art – Charlotte Arts in Public Places offers free art exhibits by visual artists at these locations: Jim Hollenbeck at Charlotte County Administration, 
18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary  
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (visible only to passengers). 
 
 
 
 
 
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/what-to-do-where-to-go-474/ 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/author/ohtadmin/
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/what-to-do-where-to-go-474/


 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A l l e g i a n t  A i r ,  t h e  o n l y  a i r l i n e  a t  P u n t a  G o r d a  A i r p o r t ,  f u r l o u g h s  1 0 0  p i l o t s  
 
“There are not many people traveling right now because of the restrictions,” said Daniel 
Bonenberger of Harbour Heights. 
 
That’s the case for travelers all over the U.S. 
 
“We didn’t have a reason to fly, but now we do,” said John Unnerstal from Venice. 
 
The reason — for mass layoffs across the airline industry. The latest victims: Allegiant Air pilots. 
 
“I don’t like layoffs at all, but things are pretty rough right now,” said Randell Pyles of Fort Myers. 
 
Allegiant blames the pandemic. The budget-savvy airline reports it lost $93 million from April to 
June. 
 
It furloughed 100 pilots last week, about 10% of its pilots company-wide. They say flight 
attendants are safe for now. 
 
“I understand why they are doing it,” Unnerstall said. “It’s about making money, and they have to 
make money.” 
 
Allegiant is the only airline here at the Punta Gorda airport. Charlotte County says Allegiant’s 
impact here is huge, but doesn’t think the loss of 100 pilots will be bigger than the pandemic’s 
impact earlier this year. 
 
“I think Allegiant will come back,” Bonenberger said. “Not in a year, but maybe two years.” 
 
Allegiant may have to change its flight schedules. Still, the airline predicts little impact on the 
airport and our community. 
 
“I think everything will get better. I think the economy is going to boom; it’s going to grow more,” 
said Unnerstall. 



 
Ready to bounce back and soar higher than ever before. 
 
The airport says it hasn’t felt the impact of the furloughs and haven’t received any complaints from 
passengers. 
 
The county says its tourism numbers were actually up in June and July compared to 2019. 
 
 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2020/10/08/allegiant-air-the-only-airline-at-punta-gorda-airport-furloughs-100-pilots/ 

https://www.winknews.com/2020/10/08/allegiant-air-the-only-airline-at-punta-gorda-airport-furloughs-100-pilots/
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary 
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (vis-
ible only to passengers). 
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Charlie on pilots:
A true act of heroism.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

When the first engine 
started to fail at 35,000 feet 
over the Atlantic, two Punta 
Gorda-based pilots did not 
break a sweat.

They started making plans 
to land their small jet with a 
medical transport aboard.

Captains Bruce Monnier 
and Gerald Downs of  Air Trek 
calmly advised their passen-
gers they were going to take a 
detour in Savannah, Georgia.

At 8,000 feet, the second 
engine started to lose power.

“I said, ‘Gerry, We’ve lost 
the second engine,’” Monnier 
told a small virtual gathering 
of  other pilots attending a 
safety webinar and heroism 
award announcement this 
week.

“That gets your attention,” 
Monnier added.

Asked if  they were pan-
icked ever, the pilots, who 
were sitting together for the 
webinar, looked at each other 
and said not really.

“It was completely relaxed 
in the cockpit,” Monnier said.

What happened instead of  
panic was a lot of  back and 
forth discussion between 
the two as they first tried to 
fix the problem, and later, 
planned their descent with no 
power — otherwise known as 

a dead stick landing.
Both pilots work for Air 

Trek. Air Trek is a charter 
jet company based at the 
Punta Gorda airport since 
1978. Many of  their flights are 
to transport patients, family 
members and medical person-
nel, as was this flight.

On May 9, 2019, they were 
flying their Cessna Citation 2 
to Niagara, New York, with at 
least one passenger who told 
them before the flight that 
she was afraid to fly in small 
planes.

“I promised her a good 
flight,” Monnier said. “I prom-
ised her a good landing.”

‘We’ve lost the second engine’
Meet the Punta 

Gorda pilots  

who landed a 

‘dead’ plane

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY AIR TREK

Air Trek’s Cessna Citation 2 is seen here at the Punta Gorda Airport before its 
engines were destroyed by a diesel fuel additive mistakenly injected with the jet 
fuel. Air Trek pilots safely landed the jet with passengers in Savannah, Georgia, 
despite having no engines. It never moved again, without being towed.

Captains Bruce Monnier and Gerald Downs are 
pilots with Air Trek and recently shared an award for 
heroism for safely landing a medical transport plane 
with two failed enginesSEE PILOTS, 4A

SEE GOVERNOR 4A

By ZEKE MILLER and WILL WEISSERT 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The fate of  final 
debates between President Donald 
Trump and Democrat Joe Biden was 
thrown into uncertainty Thursday as 
the campaigns offered dueling propos-
als for moving forward with faceoffs 

that have been upended by the presi-
dent’s coronavirus infection.

It was unclear when or how the next 
debates would proceed, or whether 
voters would even get to see the two 
men running for the White House on 
the same stage again before Election 
Day.

The whipsaw day began with an 
announcement from the nonpartisan 
Commission on Presidential Debates, 
which said the next debate, a town 
hall-style affair set for Oct. 15 in Miami, 
would be held virtually. The commis-
sion cited health concerns following 
Trump’s infection as the reason for the 
change.

Trump, who is eager to return to 
the campaign trail despite uncertainty 
about his health, said he wouldn’t par-
ticipate if  the debate wasn’t in person. 
Biden’s campaign then suggested the 
event be delayed a week until Oct. 
22, which is when the third and final 
debate is already scheduled.

Next, Trump countered again, 
agreeing to a debate on Oct. 22 — but 
only if  face to face — and asking that 
a third contest be added on Oct. 29, 
just before the election. But Biden’s 
advisors rejected squaring off that late 
in the campaign.

The debate commission, which has 
the unenviable task of  finding common 

ground between the competing cam-
paigns, did not weigh in on any of  the 
new proposals. The organization has 
come under scrutiny already after the 
first debate between Trump and Biden 
deteriorated, with the president fre-
quently interrupting his opponent and 
the moderator unable to take control.

With the debate schedule unclear, 
Biden moved quickly to make sure he 
would still appear in front of  a televi-
sion audience next week. Instead of  
debating Trump on Thursday, he will 
take part in a town hall sponsored by 
ABC News.

Next Trump-Biden debate now uncertain as rival camps argue
It’s suddenly up in 

air when the next 

presidential debate 

may take place

SEE DEBATE, 4A
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Monnier and Downs are 
the recipients of  the first 
“Above and Beyond Award for 
Heroic Achievement” from the 
National Business Aviation 
Association, which has since 
1947 supported businesses that 
rely on non-airline flights, 
called general aviation.

Their flight, and another Air 
Trek flight that day, have re-
kindled a debate over a federal 
environmental regulation for 
diesel trucks. That regulation, 
along with bad mistakes by 
airport fueling employees, has 
on rare but dramatic occasion, 
threatened the lives of  pilots 
and passengers.

While the two pilots may 
have wondered if  their jet fuel 
had been contaminated with 
a diesel truck additive, they 
had more pressing problems — 
problems that required doing 
math problems as they were 
falling out of  the sky.

In the webinar, they told 
fellow pilots that they were cal-
culating and recalculating their 

glide ratio. That’s a calculation 
of  how far your plane will drop 
as it travels forward. They had 
to hit the runway in Savannah, 
so they were busy measuring 
their speed, how far the airport 
was and how far down they had 
to drop. Then they had to figure 
out if  their landing gear would 
drop as their electricity went on 
and off.

The other pilots in the 
webinar were fascinated. 
Apparently, dead stick land-
ings don’t happen as often as 
television and movies would 
suggest. A journalist/pilot at 
the webinar, Miles O’Brien, said 
he could count on one hand 
those he has heard of, including 
the now famous Miracle on the 
Hudson, when pilot “Sully” 
Sullenburg landed an Airbus 
A320 on the Hudson River.

“Now we have the Save in 
Savanah,” O’Brien quipped.

Without power, the pilots 
could not use their navigational 
aids, and had to rely on visibili-
ty, which was not always there. 
They lost view of  the airport 
at 1,500 feet, Downs said. At 
the last minute, the runway 
appears.

“We looked at each other and 
kind of  had a smile on our face. 
Hey. This is going to be OK,” he 
said.

Experts in the webinar said 
the way the drama unfolded 
demonstrates everything you 
want in a cockpit team.

“What we see here is a 
flawless execution of  emer-
gency response,” said Richard 
McSpadden, executive director 
of  the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association Safety 
Foundation. “It’s just a remark-
able example of  crew coordina-
tion and airmanship.”

Now back to that fuel additive 
and the fueling mistake. It 
turns out that diesel trucks are 
required to add Diesel Exhuast 
Fluid or DEF to reduce their 
pollution emissions. It’s a 
colorless, odorless liquid that is 
often stored in smaller contain-
ers. Planes like the Citation 2 
require another fuel additive 
called Prist that prevents ice 
crystals at high altitudes.

It’s a colorless, odorless liquid 
often stored in smaller contain-
ers. On May 9, at Punta Gorda 
airport, a fueling technician 
who was later fired mixed the 

two, thinking they were both 
Prist. He added the mixture to 
the fuel for two Air Trek planes 
that day. Both planes never 
moved again, without being 
towed. The second plane only 
lost one engine and also made 
an emergency landing.

After settling an insurance 
dispute with Air Trek, Punta 
Gorda Airport issued congratu-
lations to the two pilots.

“These pilots showed 
outstanding airmanship, 
life-saving responsiveness, and 
grace under pressure,” Airport 
CEO James Parish said in a 
statement.

Since the big mistake, the 
airport has changed its storage 
protocols so that DEF is stored, 
locked and off-site. The Prist, 
also called FSII, is stored sepa-
rately with different locks and 
different key rings. Personnel 
get more training, and supplies 
of  DEF and FSII are logged.

That’s not enough for pilot 
organizations, however. They 
have been petitioning the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency for years to make 
airport trucks exempt from the 
DEF requirements, saying these 

trucks are not as polluting as 
the typical truck traveling over 
highways. So far, they have not 
been successful in getting this 
changed.

Reached for comment, Punta 
Gorda Airport Commissioner 
Rob Hancik said when he ran 
a small airport in Missouri, he 
required all jet fuel to have the 
Prist premixed, even for jets 
that didn’t need it. That meant 
no mixing at the airport. Asked 
if  he has pressured Punta 
Gorda management to follow 
this protocol, Hancik said, 
“Next question.”

So after the plane landed, it 
just sat there, which prompted 
the nervous passenger to ask 
why they weren’t taxiing on the 
runway, Downs recalled.

“Because we lost both 
engines,” one of  the medical 
technicians told her.

That earned the pilots their 
biggest fan.

“I still don’t like to fly in 
small planes,” Downs, “but 
I would fly with you guys 
anywhere.”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

PILOTS
FROM PAGE 1A

threat seriously. Boarded 
windows and largely 
empty streets made New 
Iberia in south-central 
Louisiana look like a 
ghost town Thursday 
evening. The few signs 
of  life included cars 
lined up at a drive-thru 
daquiri shop and people 
grabbing food at take-out 
restaurants.

“The last two storms, 
we didn’t even board up, 
but this one’s supposed 
to be worse,” Charles 
Fuller said as he covered 
the windows of  the fried 
chicken restaurant he 
manages.

At least five southwest 
Louisiana parishes 
that were hit hard by 
Laura in August were 
under mandatory 
evacuations as of  midday 
Thursday. Parish and 
local governments all 
along the coast issued a 
patchwork of  mandatory 
or voluntary evacuation 
orders, most focused on 
low-lying areas subject to 
flooding or on residents 
with special medical 
needs who might suffer in 
prolonged power outages.

Frankie Randazzo, 
47, the partner of  two 
restaurants in Lake 
Charles, said people in 
the city were extremely 
anxious ahead of  the 

hurricane. Randazzo 
watched pieces of  one 
of  his restaurants, 
Panorama Music House, 
fly past a meteorologist’s 
car on a Facebook Live 
video during Hurricane 
Laura.

“There’s a lot of  
nervous people and a lot 
of  stress going around,” 
Randazzo said.

Louisiana Gov. John 
Bel Edwards said 
President Donald Trump 
approved his request 
to declare a federal 
emergency, which frees 
up federal resources.

The most recent 
forecast for Hurricane 
Delta has the storm 
making landfall 
“almost precisely” 
where Hurricane Laura 
struck — a region where 
homes and electrical 
infrastructure are still 
damaged, Edwards said in 
a radio interview.

“And we’ve got people 
who are very tired,” the 
governor said.

This is the sixth time 
this year that people in 
Louisiana have had to get 
ready for an approaching 
hurricane or tropical 
storm, while also coping 
with the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“People of  Lake Charles 
and in Cameron Parish 
have already suffered 
enough, and then here 
comes this one,” said Desi 
Milligan, who owns an RV 

park in Cameron that was 
heavily damaged during 
Hurricane Laura.

Delta is the 25th named 
storm of  this year’s 
unprecedented Atlantic 
hurricane season, the 
latest in a series of  
intensifying storms that 
scientists have attributed 
to global warming. It hit 
Mexico as a Category 
2 hurricane just south 
of  the resort city of  
Cancun early Wednesday 
with high winds and 
heavy rain. No deaths or 
injuries were reported.

As the storm churned 
northwest at 12 mph late 
Thursday afternoon, 
the National Hurricane 
Center had a hurricane 
warning in place for a 
section of  the Gulf  Coast 
extending from High 
Island, Texas to Morgan 
City, Louisiana.

New Orleans, well to 
the east of  the projected 
landfall area, was 
expected to escape the 
worst of  Hurricane Delta. 
But tropical storm force 
winds were still likely 
in the city Friday, and 
local officials said they 
were preparing for the 
possibility of  tornadoes.

In Mississippi, Gov. 
Tate Reeves also declared 
a state of  emergency. 
The southern part of  
Mississippi could see 
heavy rain and flash 
flooding.

HURRICANE
FROM PAGE 1A

The state terrorism 
charges the other seven 
men face carry a possible 
20-year sentence.

Andrew Birge, the 
U.S. attorney in western 
Michigan, called the men 
“violent extremists.”

“All of  us in Michigan 
can disagree about 
politics, but those dis-
agreements should never, 
ever amount to violence. 
Violence has been 
prevented today,” Detroit 
U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Schneider told reporters.

A few hours later, 
Whitmer pinned some 
blame on President 
Donald Trump, noting 
that he did not condemn 
white supremacists in 
last week’s debate with 
Joe Biden and instead 
told a far-right group to 
“stand back and stand 
by.”

“Hate groups heard the 
president’s words not as 
a rebuke but as a rallying 
cry, as a call to action,” 
Whitmer said.

The White House called 
Whitmer’s remarks 
“outlandish.”

Whitmer, who was 
considered as Biden’s 
running mate, has been 
widely praised for her 
response to the corona-
virus but also sharply 
criticized by Republican 
lawmakers and people 
in conservative areas of  
the state. The Capitol has 
been the site of  many 
rallies, including ones 

with gun-toting protest-
ers calling for her ouster.

Whitmer put major 
restrictions on personal 
movement and the 
economy, although many 
of  those limits have been 
lifted since spring. The 
governor has exchanged 
barbs with Trump on 
social media, with the 
president declaring 
in April, “LIBERATE 
MICHIGAN!”

There’s no indication 
in the criminal complaint 
that the men were 
inspired by Trump. 
Authorities also have not 
publicly said whether the 
men were angry about 
Whitmer’s coronavirus 
orders.

The criminal complaint 
identified the six accused 
in the plot against 
Whitmer as Adam Fox, 
Ty Garbin, Kaleb Franks, 
Daniel Harris, Brandon 
Caserta, all of  Michigan, 
and Barry Croft of  
Delaware. All but Croft 
appeared Thursday in 
federal court in Grand 

Rapids. They asked for 
court-appointed lawyers 
and were returned to 
jail to await detention 
hearings Tuesday.

The seven men charged 
in state court are accused 
of  identifying the homes 
of  law enforcement 
officers and making 
violent threats “intended 
to instigate a civil war,” 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel said.

They were identified 
as Paul Bellar, 21, of  
Milford; Shawn Fix, 
38, of  Belleville; Eric 
Molitor, 36, of  Cadillac; 
Michael Null, 38, of  
Plainwell; William Null, 
38, of  Shelbyville; Pete 
Musico, 42, and Joseph 
Morrison, 42, who live 
together in Munith. 
According to the affidavit, 
Musico and Morrison are 
founding members of  the 
Wolverine Watchmen, 
which authorities 
described as “an 
anti-government, anti-law 
enforcement militia 
group.”

GOVERNOR
FROM PAGE 1A

As he campaigned in 
Arizona on Thursday, 
Biden said he would also 
attend the Oct. 22 debate, 
currently scheduled for 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
regardless of  Trump’s 
plans.

“We agreed to three 
debates back in the 
summer,” Biden said. 
“I’m showing up. I’ll be 
there. And if, in fact, 
he shows up, fine. If  he 
doesn’t, fine.”

For Trump, who 
is recovering from 
COVID-19 at the White 
House after spending 
three days in the hospi-
tal, the health-induced 
changes are an unwel-
come disruption to his 
effort to shift focus away 
from a virus that has 

killed more than 210,000 
Americans this year.

In an interview with 
Fox Business anchor 
Maria Bartiromo shortly 
after the commission’s 
announcement, Trump 
insisted he was in “great 
shape” and called the 
idea of  a virtual debate a 
“joke.”

“I’m not going to do 
a virtual debate,” he 
declared.

The president’s 
campaign manager, Bill 
Stepien, said Trump 
would stage a rally 
rather than debate next 
Thursday, though it’s 
not yet clear if  he will be 
well enough to do that.

With less than four 
weeks until Election Day 
and with millions of  vot-
ers casting early ballots, 
pressure is building on 
Trump to turn around a 
campaign that is trailing 

Biden nationally and 
in most battlegrounds, 
where the margin is 
narrower. A debate be-
fore an audience of  tens 
of  millions of  television 
viewers could provide 
that reset.

Trump fell ill with 
the virus on Oct. 1, just 
48 hours after sharing 
a stage with Biden in 
person during the first 
presidential debate 
in Cleveland. While 
the two candidates 
remained a dozen 
feet apart, Trump’s 
infection sparked health 
concerns for Biden and 
sent him to undergo 
multiple COVID-19 tests 
before returning to the 
campaign trail. His 
campaign announced 
Thursday that Biden had 
undergone his fifth such 
test and was found to be 
negative.

DEBATE
FROM PAGE 1A

AP FILE PHOTO

Gov. Whitmer addresses the state during a speech 
in Lansing, Mich. According to a criminal complaint 
unsealed Thursday, multiple people plotted to try to 
kidnap Whitmer at her vacation home.
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B o ard  m em ber calls  it a  ‘m o num ental tim e’ fo r airpo rt. 

by: B usiness O bserver S taff 

PUNTA GORDA — Construction has begun on the first phase of Punta Gorda Airport’s Aviation Expansion 
Area, called PGD AviEx. It’s part of $18 million in airport projects that will be constructed in several phases, 
according to a statement. 

PGD AviEx is the largely undeveloped tract of land parallel to Challenger Road where the Florida International 
Air Show was based the last few years, the release states. Officials hope the runway-adjacent area will become a 
hub for general aviation activities, as well as a prime spot for onsite flight schools, avionics, aircraft maintenance 
services and related training programs to expand. 

PGD AviEx projects are made possible through a combination of funds from the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority; Federal Aviation Administration; Florida Department of Transportation; passenger facility charges; 
and customer facilities charges.  

The first phase that broke ground is a 650,000-square-foot ramp, or aircraft parking area, and the extension of 
Taxiway E, the release states. Construction on the second phase is expected to begin in late 2020 and includes the 
GA Center (including FBO operations), associated access roads and parking and the site work for 10 larger 60x60 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/business-observer-0


hangars. Those larger hangars, along with a new row of 24 T-Hangar units, will likely to be constructed during 
the third phase in 2021, the release adds. 

Located within the boundaries of the Punta Gorda Interstate Airport Park, PGD is already home to a strong 
aerospace and aviation community, including professional avionics and aircraft service providers, flight schools, 
luxury charters, an air ambulance and a new Aviation Maintenance Technician School that Charlotte Technical 
College will launch in August 2021. 

“This is a monumental time for PGD,” Airport Authority Commissioner Kathleen Coppola says in the release. 
“Our commercial success has brought us to this point, and now we need to develop the PGD AviEx so there’s 
room for aviation-related businesses to grow.” 

The Airport Authority is scheduled to award the bid for construction of the GAC at its Oct. 15 board meeting. In 
early 2021, the authority will seek potential restaurateurs interested in funding, designing and operating a 
restaurant, bar and catering service inside the new GAC. 

 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/new-118-room-hotel-coming-to-downtown-region 
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https://spotonflorida.com/southwest-florida/1994318/allegiant-air-the-only-airline-at-punta.html 

10 – 09 - 2020 6:13 AM 
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From: WINK News <alerts@winknews.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 4:02 PM 
Subject: Here's the latest from WINK News 
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News Break  >  Contractor completes Naples Airport Fire... 

Airport begins $18 million in expansion projects 
 
businessobserverfl.com | October 9, 2020 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA — Construction has begun on the first phase of Punta Gorda Airport’s Aviation Expansion Area, called 
PGD AviEx. It’s part of $18 million in airport projects that will be constructed in several phases, according to a statement. 
PGD AviEx is the largely undeveloped tract of land parallel to... 
 
 
https://www.newsbreak.com/florida/punta-gorda/news/2079112806234/airport-begins-18-million-in-expansion-projects 
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority signified the reopening of runway 15-33 with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Friday. 
PROVIDED BY THE PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT 

 
A Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) runway that has been closed for nearly a year is now ready for use — though it likely won’t 
unless there’s an emergency. 
 
Runway 15-33 was under construction for a year; its rehabilitation included a 593-foot extension that increased the runway 
length to 6,281 feet, resurfacing, grooving, painting and LED sustainable lighting. It’s now ready and able to be used as a 
backup for weather emergencies. 
 
In September, runway 15-33 will be used as the primary runway, and flight patterns will change, meaning that some Punta 
Gorda residents can expect to see airplanes flying overhead in areas they’ve never seen aircraft before. But who will be 
affected is still unknown. 
 
Now in its redesign phase, runway 4-22 is still the primary runway being used. In September, it will undergo rehabilitation, 
costing $15.8 million. 
 
Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.com 
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An Allegiant Airline plane at Punta Gorda Airport. 
PHOTO PROVIDED 
 
Should the Punta Gorda Airport take the next step toward accepting private investment in exchange for profit sharing? 
 
That is the issue before Charlotte County Airport commissioners Thursday. 
 
If the commission decides to move ahead, the airport would be on a path to become only the third airport in the nation to 
accept this model. 
 
The meeting is at 9 a.m. at 7375 Utilities Road, Building 313 by the airport. 
 
Airport commissioners will be asked if they want to authorize consultant Vasey Aviation Group to draw up a contract to 
market to investor companies. 
 
Commissioner Rob Hancik told the Sun he is skeptical of this deal, because so few airports have opted for it in the years that 
it has been an option. Many have considered it, including Chicago Midway, but almost all have abandoned it. 
 
Andy Vasey said in an interview with the Sun, lack of political will is the reason why so few airports have followed through 
on this option. 
 
It’s an opportunity that Commissioner Pam Seay and Vasey believe will allow the airport to start sharing profits with the 
whole county without giving up control of the quality of operations. If structured correctly, Andy Vasey said, the deal allows 
all employees to keep their jobs and the commission to keep oversight. 
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“We’re not selling anything,” said Seay. 
 
Of the two U.S. airports now privatized, one is much larger and the other, much smaller. San Juan Airport in Puerto Rico is a 
large airport used by dozens of passenger airlines compared to Punta Gorda’s one, small airline. 
 
In contrast, Airglades International in Clewiston is very small with no airlines. Its decision is in the final stages of approval 
by the Federal Aviation Agency. 
 
A third airport, Missouri’s largest airport, Lambert International in St. Louis, this summer had its application to the FAA 
withdrawn by the mayor. Voters may be deciding instead through a ballot question. 
 
Seay, who is leaving the commission after the election, said she has long been frustrated with federal regulations that require 
the airport to spend its profits only on the airport. This new model was intended to change that restriction for airports. 
 
This will be the second presentation to the commission by Vasey. Vasey was the lead consultant in the Puerto Rico project in 
2013 that earned the airport $615 million up front followed by the possibility of another $550 million in profit sharing over 
40 years. The deal also earned the airport a promise of $1.4 billion in capital improvements in exchange for handing over 
operations to a Mexican firm, ASUR. Investment analysts debated whether Puerto Rico gave away too much in the deal. 
 
In addition to ASUR, the Puerto Rico deal is backed by an investment company that handles, among other things, large 
pension funds from the U.S. and other nations. These investors gravitate toward infrastructure investments, Vasey told 
the Sun. 
 
He anticipates that these kinds of companies would be interested in Punta Gorda’s airport, if the opportunity opened up. 
 
That’s what happened in St. Louis until Mayor Lyda Krewson pulled the plug. She said there was not enough support for the 
plan. It was a plan left to her when the former mayor exited to be a consultant. 
 
Unlike Punta Gorda’s airport, Lambert was $600 million debt, according to news reports. 
 
Puerto Rico’s deal was also expected to help the debt-ridden territory some relief. The airport also suffered from management 
turnover every time a new political party took over, according to news reports. 
 
The Airglades deal was spearheaded by the locally based U.S. Sugar. That powerhouse company and partners plan to take 
from Miami International Airport, a chunk of the perishable produce cargo market from South America. In that deal, the new 
company will be building a much bigger runway and storage facilities. 
 
How could Charlotte County use the money? 
 
Economic Development Director Dave Gammon had a few suggestions. One was investing in Allegiant Air’s stalled 
Sunseeker resort. The skeleton of the $370 million project sits idle today after airline profits tanked with the pandemic. 
 
“I really don’t know if that would help restart the project or not, or even if Sunseeker would entertain an offer,” Gammon 
said in response to questions from the Sun, “but you never know. 
 
“It should be an interesting discussion on Thursday,” he added. 
 
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com 
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From: Gulfshore Business Magazine <newsletters@gulfshorelife.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 5:31 AM 
Subject: Gulfshore Business Daily October 13        
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By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP RETAIL WRITER

NEW YORK — When it comes 
to sympathetic figures, land-
lords aren’t exactly at the top 
of  the list. But they, too, have 

fallen on hard times, demon-
strating how the coronavirus 
outbreak spares almost no one.

Take Shad Elia, who owns 24 
single-family apartment units 
in the Boston area. He says 
government stimulus benefits 

allowed his hard-hit tenants to 
continue to pay the rent. But 
now that the aid has expired, 
with Congress unlikely to pass 
a new package before Election 
Day, they are falling behind.

Heading into a New England 

winter, Elia is worried about 
such expenses as heat and 
snowplowing in addition to the 
regular year-round costs, like 
fixing appliances and leaky 
faucets.

Elia wonders how much 

longer his lenders will cut him 
slack.

“We still have a mortgage. 
We still have expenses on these 
properties,” he said. “But there 
comes a point where we will 

Landlords getting squeezed between tenants and lenders

SEE LANDLORDS, 2A

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Should the Punta Gorda Airport take 
the next step toward accepting private in-
vestment in exchange for profit sharing?

That is the issue before Charlotte 
County Airport commissioners Thursday.

If  the commission decides to move 
ahead, the airport would be on a path 
to become only the third airport in the 
nation to accept this model.

The meeting is at 9 a.m. at 7375 Utilities 
Road, Building 313 by the airport.

Airport com-
missioners will be 
asked if  they want to 
authorize consultant 
Vesay Aviation 
Group to draw up a 
contract to market to 
investor companies.

Commissioner Rob 
Hancik told the Sun 

he is skeptical of  this deal, because so 
few airports have opted for it in the years 
that it has been an option. Many have 
considered it, including Chicago Midway, 
but almost all have abandoned it.

Andy Vesay said in an interview with 
the Sun, lack of  political will is the 
reason why so few airports have followed 
through on this option.

It’s an opportunity that Commissioner 
Pam Seay and Vesay believe will allow 
the airport to start sharing profits with 
the whole county without giving up 
control of  the quality of  operations. If  
structured correctly, Andy Vasey said, the 

Privatization 
steps before 

airport 
commission 

Only two airports  

have taken this route

SEE AIRPORT, 8A

INSIDE
Editorial: Airport 

authority must 

tread carefully.

See page 6C
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deal allows all employees 
to keep their jobs and 
the commission to keep 
oversight.

“We’re not selling 
anything,” said Seay.

Of the two U.S. airports 
now privatized, one is 
much larger and the other, 
much smaller. San Juan 
Airport in Puerto Rico 
is a large airport used 
by dozens of  passenger 
airlines compared to 
Punta Gorda’s one, small 
airline.

In contrast, Airglades 
International in 

Clewiston is very small 
with no airlines. Its 
decision is in the fi nal 
stages of  approval by the 
Federal Aviation Agency.

A third airport, 
Missouri’s largest 
airport, Lambert 
International in St. 
Louis, this summer had 
its application to the FAA 
withdrawn by the mayor. 
Voters may be deciding 
instead through a ballot 
question.

Seay, who is leaving 
the commission after 
the election, said she 
has long been frustrated 
with federal regulations 
that require the airport 
to spend its profi ts only 

on the airport. This new 
model was intended to 
change that restriction 
for airports.

This will be the second 
presentation to the com-
mission by Vasey. Vasey 
was the lead consultant 
in the Puerto Rico project 
in 2013 that earned the 
airport $615 million up 
front followed by the 
possibility of  another 
$550 million in profi t 
sharing over 40 years. 
The deal also earned 
the airport a promise 
of  $1.4 billion in capital 
improvements in ex-
change for handing over 
operations to a Mexican 
fi rm, ASUR. Investment 

analysts debated whether 
Puerto Rico gave away 
too much in the deal.

In addition to ASUR, 
the Puerto Rico deal is 
backed by an investment 
company that handles, 
among other things, large 
pension funds from the 
U.S. and other nations. 
These investors gravitate 
toward infrastructure 
investments, Vesay told 
the Sun.

He anticipates that 
these kinds of  companies 
would be interested in 
Punta Gorda’s airport, if  
the opportunity opened 
up.

That’s what happened 
in St. Louis until Mayor 

Lyda Krewson pulled 
the plug. She said there 
was not enough support 
for the plan. It was a 
plan left to her when the 
former mayor exited to 
be a consultant.

Unlike Punta Gorda’s 
airport, Lambert was 
$600 million debt, accord-
ing to news reports.

Puerto Rico’s deal was 
also expected to help the 
debt-ridden territory 
some relief. The airport 
also suff ered from man-
agement turnover every 
time a new political party 
took over, according to 
news reports.

The Airglades deal 
was spearheaded by 

the locally based U.S. 
Sugar. That powerhouse 
company and partners 
plan to take from Miami 
International Airport, a 
chunk of  the perishable 
produce cargo market 
from South America. 
In that deal, the new 
company will be building 
a much bigger runway 
and storage facilities.

How could Charlotte 
County use the money?

Economic Development 
Director Dave Gammon 
had a few suggestions. 
One was investing in 
Allegiant Air’s stalled 
Sunseeker resort. 
The skeleton of  the 
$370 million project sits 
idle today after airline 
profi ts tanked with the 
pandemic.

“I really don’t know if  
that would help restart 
the project or not, or 
even if  Sunseeker would 
entertain an off er,” 
Gammon said in re-
sponse to questions from 
the Sun, “but you never 
know.

“It should be an 
interesting discussion on 
Thursday,” he added.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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AMERICAN
Family Table Restaurant

14132 Tamiami Trail, 
North Port, FL 34287

941-423-0473941-426-0044

ITALIAN / CATERING
Michelangelo Pizzeria &

Italian Restaurant
1091 S. Toledo Blade 

North Port

Michelangelo 
Pizzeria and 

Italian Restaurant

RestaurantSun Coast

Local Restaurants You Can Depend On in 
Charlotte, DeSoto and Southern Sarasota County

941-426-9800

PIZZA
Zio’s Twelve 21

1221 South Sumter Blvd. 
North Port, FL 34287
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carol.moore@yoursun.com

ASIAN FUSION
Big Bamboo
4104 El Jobean Rd, 

Port Charlotte, FL 33953

941-763-8999

BARBEQUE

Sonny’s BBQ
1152 Tamiami Trail, 

Port Charlotte, FL 33954

941-613-1114

CHICKEN SHOP
Zaxby’s Chicken Fingers 

& Buff alo Wings
19590 Cochran Blvd

Port Charlotte, FL 33948

941-456-7519
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By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

A Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 
runway that has been closed 
for nearly a year is now ready 
for use — though it likely won’t 
unless there’s an emergency.

Runway 15-33 was under 
construction for a year; its 
rehabilitation included a 593-
foot extension that increased 
the runway length to 6,281 feet, 
resurfacing, grooving, painting 
and LED sustainable lighting. 
It’s now ready and able to be 
used as a backup for weather 
emergencies.

In September, runway 15-33 
will be used as the primary 
runway, and flight patterns 

will change, meaning that 
some Punta Gorda residents 
can expect to see airplanes 
flying overhead in areas they’ve 
never seen aircraft before. But 
who will be affected is still 
unknown.

Now in its redesign 

phase, runway 4-22 is still 
the primary runway being 
used. In September, it will 
undergo rehabilitation, costing 
$15.8 million.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.
com

Redone PGD runway ready for use
The runway is  
now ready for  

use as a backup

PROVIDED BY THE PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

The Charlotte County Airport Authority signified the reopening 
of runway 15-33 with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Friday.

POLICE BEAT
The Charlotte County 

Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

Dean Richard 
Blanchard, 54, 700 block 
of  Nectar Road, Venice. 
Charges: follow harass 
cyberstalk after injunc-
tion for protection, violate 
domestic violence injunc-
tion and resist officer 

without violence. Bond: 
none.

Nancy Ellen Rollin, 
59, 200 block of  Bahia 
Blanca Drive, Punta 
Gorda. Charge: battery 
by intentional touch or 
strike. Bond: none.

Chase Edward Parish, 
29, first block of  West 
Cowles Street, Englewood. 

Charges: possession of  
cocaine and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: none.

The Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests:

Shayne Carpenter Ward, 
46, 5200 block of  Placida 
Road, Englewood. Charge: 

probation violation on 
a controlled substance 
charge. Bond: none.

Chance White Dawson, 
20, 3900 block of  Diamond 
Avenue, North Port. 
Charge: out-of-county 
warrant from Manatee 
County on a controlled 
substance charge. Bond: 
none.

The North Port Police 
Department reported the 
following arrests:

Lauri Lynn Miller, 41, 
5500 block of  Trumpet 
St., North Port. Charges: 
possession of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, possession 
of  meth with intent to 
sell. Probation violation 
Bond: none.

Michael John Riesbeck, 
57, 8500 block of  Leopold 
Avenue, North Port. 
Charge: battery. Bond: 
none.

Compiled by Anna 
Bryson and Brianna 
Kwasnik

STAFF REPORT

The Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office is searching 
for a man who stole two 
laptops from the Port 
Charlotte Target store on 
Sunday.

The suspect fled in a silver 
Jeep SUV, according to CCSO. 
He is believed to be involved 
with another theft at the 
Target in Cape Coral.

CCSO is asking anyone with 
information to call 941-639-
0013 or submit an anonymous 
tip through its mobile app.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.
com

Police searching for  
Port Charlotte Target thief

PROVIDED BY THE  
CHARLOTTE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office is searching for a man 
who stole two laptops from 
the Port Charlotte Target store 
on Sunday.
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941.488.1075
1218 E Venice Avenue • Venice, FL 34285 

www.venicedent i s t . com
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941.488.1075
1218 E Venice Avenue • Venice, FL 34285

www.venicedentist.com

Now Offering DMK
Enzyme Therapy

Renew After Summer Sun Damage 
with One of Our Fall Specials 

Jewel Peel Professional (Mild) $100.00
Isomer Peel Professional (Stronger) $150.00

DMK Enzyme Facial (1 1/2 hr facial $175.00 w/kit)
$125.00 w/o kit Summer Special

Combat COVID-19 Mask Acne with an 
Oxygen Facial $75.00

Expires November 30, 2020

Toledo Blade 
Weight Loss

Rapid 
Weight 
Loss

Annette Neumann, D.O.
Board Certifi ed Family Medicine

Medical Weight Loss Packages
20% OFFUP

TO

(941) 889-6915
17940 Toledo Blade Blvd., Port Charlotte

Call  NOW  for  Your  FREE  Consultation 
Medically 

Supervised
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Get the lasting
results you want with Our 

Medical Weight Loss Programs

 The
Englewood on the Gulf

Network of the
proudly announces the

2019 Exceptional Realtor® of the Year Award Winners

Kristen Conti
Peacock Premier Properties

941-286-8486

Anita Gross
Paradise Exclusive Inc. 

941-875-0422

Becky Borci
Coldwell Banker Sunstar

941-626-7522

Brian Faro
Paridise Exclusive Inc.

941-270-2220

Carla Stiver
Re/Max Alliance Group

941-270-1460

Erin Halstead
Michael Saunders & Company

941-270-0539

Kathi Obendorfer
RE/MAX Palm Realty 

941-445-9775

Tracy Meyer
Paradise Exclusive Inc.

941-889-9684

Yvonne Wolf
Michael Saunders & Company

941-855-1566

Tonya Cher
Michael Saunders & Company

941-525-0752

Amber Craft
Paradise Exclusive Inc.

941-270-1595

Priscilla Borci
Coldwell Banker Sunstar

941-661-8477

Sandra Newell
RE/MAX Alliance Group

941-735-6405

Michelle Finley
Paradise Exclusive Inc. 

941-204-4000

Misty Raines
Michael Saunders & Company 

941-724-1989

Robin Madden
Islander Properties, Inc

941-276-6902

Kevin Hyde
Parsley-Baldwin Realty Inc. 

941-628-4730

Sue Reske
Parsley-Baldwin Realty Inc.

941-276-4219

Englewood on the Gulf Network
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OUR VIEW

Airport 
Authority 

must tread 
carefully

OUR POSITION: The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority needs to be extremely 
cautious as it considers a partnership with 
outside entities to operate the airport.

How many times have you heard this: If  
it’s too good to be true, it probably is?

That’s how we feel about informa-
tion gleaned from conversations concerning 
the exploration of  a deal allowing an outside 
entity to take control of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport. The money that could supposedly 
be made is enticing and all the safeguards 
for maintaining a prosperous facility 
could be put in place. So why would we be 
concerned?

The authority meets Thursday to dis-
cuss what is called an Airport Investment 
Partnership Program. Here are some basics 
about how it might work:

• An outside investor — usually either
a company that runs other airports or a 
investment firm such as Goldman Sachs 
— gives the authority a bunch of  money 
upfront (say $100 million) and an annual per-
centage of  the gross revenue. In return it 
basically runs the airport and takes its profit 
off the top.

• The authority would have final say on
any changes and still own the airport.

• The new operator would be eligible for
the Federal Aviation Authority (FAA) grants 
the airport gets now. It would also be able 
to bring in its own staff or retain current 
staff like CEO James Parish. Regardless, 
the contract would state that all employees 
would be retained and not fired.

• The authority could use the money it
gets to invest any way it wishes in the coun-
ty. Currently the profits made off the airport 
can only be used to upgrade or maintain the 
airport itself. Under the new agreement, the 
authority could invest in the county or the 
airport’s business park — or even Sunseeker 
resort.

Airport Authority member Pam Seay, 
who is retiring from the board on Nov. 3, 
has pitched the possibility by placing it on 
the agenda. She has championed the idea 
without being pushy. But it’s obvious talking 
to us she likes it.

“We are looking at a lot of  ways we could 
share that revenue,” Seay said.

There are several categories the authority 
will look at as possible places to invest any 
money realized from the deal. They include 
things like public safety, mobility (like a 
county transportation system), workforce 
development (like STEM programs for stu-
dents), disaster relief  and economic devel-
opment (building a hotel, providing funds to 
attract businesses to Charlotte County etc.).

San Juan, Puerto Rico is an example of  
an airport operating under a AIPP. It was 
given $615 million upfront and is expected to 
make another $500 million or so in annual 
payments over the 40-year life of  the lease.

That’s a lot of  money.
But Airport Authority member Rob 

Hancik has the same concerns we do.
“If  it was such a good deal, airports would 

be standing in line to sign up,” he said.
And that is where the concern is. Only 

12 airports in the U.S. have even looked at an 
AIPP. St. Louis came the closest to pulling 
the trigger on a deal but the mayor backed 
out.

We like the idea of  the authority having 
a lot of  money to spend in the county 
— Hancik said they would in essence be 
investment bankers.

But, even with an iron-clad contract that 
Seay said would guarantee prices would not 
be raised on customers and the leasee would 
maintain the quality of  the airport, we are 
uncomfortable.

We say the idea is worth exploring — with 
great caution.
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By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WASHINGTON — The 
number of  Americans seeking 
unemployment benefits 
rose last week by the most 
in two months, to 898,000, a 
historically high number and 
evidence that layoffs remain 
a hindrance to the economy’s 
recovery from the pandemic 
recession.

Thursday’s report from the 
Labor Department coincides 
with other recent data that 
have signaled a slowdown in 
hiring. The economy is still 

roughly 10.7 million jobs short 
of  recovering all the 22 million 
jobs that were lost when the 
pandemic struck in early
spring.

Confirmed coronavirus 
cases have been rising again 
nationwide in the past month, 
likely causing more Americans 
to hold back from eating 
out, shopping and engaging 
in other commerce. Cases 
have spiked in Wisconsin, for 
example, prompting renewed 
restrictions on business in 
Milwaukee and Madison.

Across the country, 
applications for unemployment 

aid are rising while 
negotiations over a new 
stimulus package between 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin remain mired in a 
stalemate.

The job search website 
Indeed said its job postings 
were unchanged last week, 
remaining about 17% below 
last year’s levels. Many 
employers still aren’t confident 
enough in their businesses or 
in their view of  the economy to 
ramp up hiring. Job postings 
had rebounded steadily over 
the summer, but the gains have 

slowed in the past two months.
“Further recovery looks 

to have stalled out,” said 
AnnElizabeth Konkel, an 
economist at Indeed. “Holiday 
hiring is sluggish, and many 
businesses need to make 
significant changes to ride out 
the colder months.”

California, which typically 
accounts for about one-fourth 
of  the nation’s jobless aid 
applications, has reported 
the same number of  claims 
for several weeks as a 
placeholder. That’s because 
it temporarily stopped 
processing new applications 

while it implements anti-
fraud technology and clears a 
backlog of  claims.

That means jobless claims 
rose nationally last week 
even though they were
unchanged in the largest state. 
Applications rose significantly 
in 17 states, including Florida, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana and 
Massachusetts. In Wisconsin, 
they increased by a quarter to 
nearly 15,000.

Fraud and issues around 
double-counting claims have 
caused many economists 

US jobless claims rise to 898,000 with layoffs still high

SEE JOBLESS, 4A

By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

There may be five voting 
members of  the Charlotte 
County Airport Authority, but 
Allegiant Travel Co. has veto 
power over whether to bring in 
a private company to operate 
the airport.

Three out of  the five airport 
commissioners were ready 
to let the concept of  a private 
operator die Thursday at their 
monthly meeting. That became 
apparent when Commissioner 
James Herston made a motion 
to further explore the idea of  
a public-private partnership. 
Commission Chair Pam Seay 
had to give up the gavel to 
second the motion, because no 
one else would.

Herston asked known skeptic 
Commissioner Rob Hancik to 
explain his position. Hancik 
eventually made a different 
motion to continue the 

contract with the consultant 
that negotiates these deals. 
Hancik added a key measure 
to his motion — any of  
the millions of  dollars likely to 
come from a private investor 
could only be spent on the 
airport and not on any project 
the county puts forward.

The vote was 4-1 in favor of  
that vote, with Commissioner 
Kathleen Coppola in 
opposition.

Consultant Andy Vasey later 
told the Sun that investment 
in the airport can be broadly 
interpreted and could even 

Allegiant gets veto power over airport privatization
Airport authority 

almost blocked 

further study of 

private partnership

PHOTO PROVIDED

An Allegiant Airline plane at Punta Gorda Airport. SEE AIRPORT, 4A

SEE DUELING, 4A

ELECTION 2020

AP PHOTOS

President Donald Trump and challenger Joe Biden competed Thursday night for TV audiences in dueling town 
halls instead of meeting face-to-face for their second debate as originally planned.

Trump, Biden square  

off in dueling town halls

By SCOTT LAWSON
VENICE GONDOLIER EDITOR

SOUTH VENICE — Two people suffered 
severe injuries and were transported to an area 
burn unit after an explosion and fire while they 
were working with gunpowder and ammunition 
Thursday afternoon.

At 2:15 p.m authorities responded to the 120 
block of  Sunset Beach Drive near U.S. 41 behind 
PNG Bank.

The victims were able to tell authorities they 
had been working in the 60-by-60 garage filling 
or refilling bullets with gunpowder when the 
blast occurred, but it is unclear what caused it.

Fire erupts in 
South Venice 
neighborhood

Officials: Gunpowder, ammo 

ignited blast and blaze

SUN PHOTO BY SCOTT LAWSON

Firefighting equipment was operated remotely
at a Thursday blaze while explosions continued 
at a home in South Venice. 

By JONATHAN LEMIRE, WILL
WEISSERT and DARLENE SUPERVILLE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump was evasive
Thursday night when pressed if
he took a COVID-19 test before his 
first debate with Democrat Joe 
Biden as the two men squared off 

again, in a way, after their scuttled 
second showdown was replaced by
dueling televised town halls several 
channels apart.

Biden, appearing nearly 1,200 
miles away, denounced the White 
House’s handling of  the virus that 
has claimed more than 215,000 
American lives, declaring that it 

was at fault for closing a pandemic 
response office established by the 
Obama administration. Trump, 
meanwhile, was defensive and 
insisted that the nation was turning 
the corner on the virus, even as his 
own battle with the disease took 
center stage.

SEE FIRE, 4A
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to take a more skeptical 
view of  whether jobless aid 
applications are a precise 
barometer of  layoffs. But most 
still see an increase in claims 
as a discouraging sign even 
if  the level may be inflated by
people who have filed multiple 
applications for different 
programs.

A report Thursday 
from Moody’s Analytics, a 
forecasting firm, and Morning 
Consult, a polling outfit, found 
that millions of  people remain 
dependent on government aid. 
Roughly half  of  respondents 
in a survey last month said 
they were still using their 
$1,200 stimulus checks, which 
the government distributed 
in April and May, to pay for 
expenses. About 15% said they 
were relying on unemployment 
benefits.

More than 40% of  the 
unemployed are also relying 
on financial help from relatives 
or friends. And 12 million 
households say they aren’t 
sure they will be able to 
keep making their mortgage 
payments.

The government’s report 
Thursday, showing that initial 
requests for jobless aid rose 
53,000 last week, also said 
the number of  people who 
are continuing to receive
benefits dropped 1.2 million to 

10 million. That decline signals 
that many of  the unemployed 
are being recalled to their old 
jobs. But it also means that 
potentially even more people 
have used up their regular 
state benefits — which usually 
expire after six months — and 
have transitioned to extended 
benefit programs that last an 
additional three months.

Indeed, the number of  people 
receiving extended benefits in 
late September, the latest data 
available, jumped 800,000 to 
2.8 million. The government 
also said 373,000 people 
applied for jobless aid under a 
separate program that made 
the self-employed, contractors 
and gig workers eligible for 
unemployment benefits for the 
first time.

That figure was 90,000 lower 
than in the previous week. 
These figures aren’t adjusted 
for seasonal trends, so the 
government reports them 
separately from the traditional 
jobless claims.

Nearly all jobless 
benefit recipients are now 
receiving only regular state 
unemployment payments 
because a federal weekly 
supplement of  $300 has 
ended in nearly all states. A 
$600-a-week federal benefit 
expired over the summer.

The end of  federal aid for the 
unemployed will likely force 
many of  the jobless to sharply 
cut their spending, thereby 
weakening the economy. The 

full impact may have been 
delayed, though, by the fact 
that most of  the federal aid 
was saved or was used to pare 
debt, according to research by
the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York.

According to the New York
Fed, at the end of  June nearly
one-quarter of  jobless aid 
payments had been saved. 
Nearly half  were used to pay 
down debt. Just 28% of  the 
money was spent.

And more than one-third of  
the $1,200 stimulus checks that 
went to most adults was saved, 
with an additional one-third 
of  that money used to pay off 
debt.

The end of  the federal 
payments has also underscored 
the dramatically uneven 
nature of  unemployment 
benefits across states. In 
Arizona, for example, the 
maximum weekly payment is 
only $240, while in neighboring 
California it’s $450. In Florida 
and Tennessee, the maximum 
is just $275. In New Jersey, the 
top weekly benefit is $713.

Nationwide, on average, 
unemployment benefits replace 
about 33% of  what recipients 
earned at their previous job. 
That is down from 36% in 2009.

“It is a steady downward 
trend,” said Andrew Stettner, 
a senior fellow at the Century 
Foundation. “The formulas 
have gradually gotten more 
stingy.”

Some of  the lowest benefits 

are provided in states where 
Black Americans make up 
the largest proportion of  
jobless aid recipients. In 
Mississippi, for instance, 
54% of  unemployment aid 
recipients in August were
Black, according the Century 
Foundation. The maximum 
benefit in that state is $235 a 
week. Black Americans are 
much more likely to work

in restaurants, retail stores, 
hotels and other industries 
that have suffered enormous 
job cuts.

In South Carolina, more than 
one-third of  people receiving 
unemployment aid are Black. 
The maximum benefit is $326.

JOBLESS
FROM PAGE 1A

include investing in Allegiant’s 
stalled Sunseeker resort.

The vote moves the research 
forward into whether Punta 
Gorda Airport would become 
the third airport in the nation 
to enter into a public-private 
partnership. The first was the 
San Juan Airport in Puerto 
Rico, which was deeply in debt. 
The second is the Airglades 
Airport, a cargo airport in 
Hendry County, where US 
Sugar plans a shipping site for 
South American produce.

During his presentation, 
Vasey revealed that Punta 
Gorda Airport’s only 

commercial airline, Allegiant, 
has veto power over any 
contract to introduce a private 
operator. This is according to 
regulations set by the Federal 
Aviation Administration in the 
1990s when it first introduced 
a pilot program to allow such 
public-private partnerships 
at airports. Airlines lobbied 
legislators back then, Vasey 
told the Sun, to ensure some 
control. Sixty-five percent 
of  carriers must approve, 
according to the rules, which 
gives Allegiant 100% of  that 
vote in Punta Gorda.

Allegiant has been involved 
in the debate, Vasey said, 
and has already said it needs 
assurances that its current 
agreement with the authority 
would be extended when it 

expires in a few years.
Asked about the 

company’s views on the 
privatization option, 
Allegiant Communications 
Director Hilarie Grey told 
the Sun, “We’re aware of  the 
discussions of  course, but 
would not want to comment at 
this early stage.”

But Allegiant can’t force a 
yes vote. Three commissioners 
remain skeptics along with 
several airport tenants at the 
meeting.

“We’re doing very well 
financially. Why do we want to 
try and fix something that isn’t 
broken?” asked hangar tenant 
Dick Solar.

“I’m not really sure I want to 
do this,” Coppola said. “I need 
more answers.”

“I don’t see how you can get 
all the answers before you get 
a proposal,” Herston said.

The authority is still able to 
back out of  the project at this 
point.

“I want to put the toe in and 
see how cold the water is,” said 
Seay.

“Better watch out for 
sharks,” said Coppola.

Hancik also expressed 
wariness of  outside investors.

“You’re going to be dealing 
with Wall Street, corporate 
raiders, big time attorneys,” 
he said. “We don’t have the 
expertise for that.”

Vasey has outlined 
protections for current 
employees and tenants. 
The authority would retain 
ownership of  the airport 

and would have access to 
financial data from an operator 
leasing the airport. The 
authority would also require 
capital investment to prevent 
deterioration of  facilities.

As to why only one 
commercial airline airport 
has chosen this option, Vasey 
said big airports often have too 
much debt to be attractive. And 
political will has sunk plans in 
other locations, he added.

Many airports in Europe, 
South America, Asia and 
Africa operate this way, Seay 
said. “We’re lagging behind the 
rest of  the world in how it’s 
done.”

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A

AP FILE PHOTO

Passers-by walk past a business storefront with store closing 
and sale signs in Dedham, Massachusetts. U.S. employers
advertised for slightly fewer jobs in August while their hiring 
ticked up modestly. The Labor Department said Tuesday that 
the number of U.S. job postings on the last day of August 
dipped to 6.49 million, down from 6.70 million July.



 

 
 

 

 
Charlotte County Commissioners approved tax and job incentives to a start up company called Darzac Modular that wants to build affordable modular homes on land near the Punta Gorda Airport. This shows the Key West 
style small homes they want to build, although they said the look has changed since this drawing, which was presented to commissioners. 
Charlotte County Economic Development Office 
 
A start up company says it plans to build a modular home factory near the Punta Gorda Airport and produce affordable 
homes by March. 
 
Charlotte County commissioners voted unanimously on Tuesday to award Darzac Modular Inc. up to $12,500 in property tax 
relief and up to $30,000 in employment incentives. 
 
Darzac is based on the names of the two owners, construction contractor Matt Zacharias and strutural engineer Steve Darby. 
The company is currently based in Cape Coral. 
 
Their plan is to build very small, affordable modular homes that will cost between $87,500 and $125,500, said Marketing 
Director Jennifer Castriotta. 
 
“We were just up with Dave (Gammon) this morning, discussing another plan of action,” Castriotta said, referring to the 
county’s economic development director. 
 
With the tax incentive financing in hand, the company expects to buy about five acres near the airport soon and begin 
constructing the manufacturing plant. They expect the facility to cost $1.25 million. The plan is to build Key West style 
homes that are either 594 or 814 square feet, Castriotta said. 
 
The goal is to build affordable homes, which the county has been working on for years. 
 
While some members of the county’s Affordable Housing Task Force have said single family homes are the only way to go, 
others have said the county needs higher density rental property to make a dent. 
 
Castriotta said the company owners anticipate that a developer might build a set of these homes to create affordable housing. 
The owners are already working with veteran’s groups in Cape Coral, she said. Military veterans have access to special 
mortgages through federal programs. 
 
The home options are one or two bedrooms with a shower style bathroom and a front porch, Key West style. Floors would be 
vinyl plank and the outer siding will be stucco flex. Roofs are metal. The building comes with wiring, plumbing, appliances 
and granite countertops, and walls for the foundation. 
 
Left for the buyers is the cost of the lot, preparing the lot, electrical connections, building a septic system if there is no sewer 
line, drilling a well if there is no water line, or hooking up to water and sewer, among other things. 
 
Castriotta said the company will help buyers decide what’s a good lot for a home. 
 
The company expects to create 30 new jobs with an average wage of $45,853, which is 22% above the average county wage. 
They already have their skilled workers lined up, Castriotta said, from the owners’ other work in construction. The jobs 
include those in administration and 11 lower wage labor jobs. 
 



The tax incentives are based on the county’s commitment of $1,000 for every $100,000 invested in capital, up to $12,500, 
payable after construction. The employment incentive is $1,000 per job, payable after one year of work. 
 
“We’re hoping that we can start construction very soon,” Castriotta said. 
 
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.com 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/arcadia/news/modular-home-builder-heading-for-site-near-airport/article_c9847d38-0ff5-11eb-bdf9-d799f1aa54dd.html 
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Halfacre Construction Company 
celebrates 50 years of construction 

Halfacre Construction Company, a Lakewood Ranch-based commercial construction 

company, is celebrating its 50-year anniversary of 

quality construction projects and service to the 

southwest Florida community. 

In 1970, Bill Halfacre, an engineer by profession, 

founded Halfacre Construction Company as a full-

service general contractor. The firm was quickly 

established as a design-build company capable of 

supplying a variety of building solutions to the west 

coast of Florida. 

John Cox, Jack Cox’s father, later purchased the commercial construction company in 1984 

and continued the rich tradition of providing exceptional value to its clients. Jack Cox 

started supervising and managing projects the same year his father purchased the 

company. 

Jack Cox assumed the role of president in 2001. In 2007, he became the sole owner of 

Halfacre Construction, bringing 25 years of experience and leadership to the top of the 

organization. Reed Giasson and Tom Rees became vice presidents and partners of the firm 

in 2018. 

“Our team is so proud to continue the strong legacy left by my father,” said Jack Cox. 

“Nearly five decades later, with millions of square feet built, Halfacre Construction 

https://patch.com/users/candice-mcelyea-0
https://patch.com/florida/sarasota
https://patch.com/florida/sarasota/classifieds/announcements/177543/halfacre-construction-company-celebrates-50-years-of-construction
http://www.halfacreconstruction.com/
https://www.halfacreconstruction.com/executive-management-team/
https://www.halfacreconstruction.com/executive-management-team/
https://www.halfacreconstruction.com/executive-management-team/
https://patch.com/users/candice-mcelyea-0


Company continues to stand strong as the area's oldest, private commercial construction 

company. The majority of our clients represent repeat customers, and we cannot thank 

them, our employees and this community enough for their continued support. As Sarasota 

and Charlotte Counties look forward to centennial celebrations next year, we are humbled 

to have been part of those community legacies with several long-lasting projects over the 

past 50 years.” 

 Today, the firm employs 30, many who have been with the company for more than 20 

years. Since its founding, Halfacre Construction Company has completed thousands of 

projects.   

“It’s an honor to be with a company that has contributed to the community for half a 

century,” said Rees. “Over that period of time, Halfacre Construction Company has become 

a diverse organization that bolsters the economic development of the region with several 

large job-creating projects. Our team consists of women and minorities making great 

strides in a largely male-dominated commercial construction field. Moving forward, we aim 

to continue this trend among our workforce.” 

Some of the construction firm’s clients include Sun Hydraulics, Port Manatee, SKY Family 

YMCA and Charlotte County, Manatee County and Sarasota County governments and 

school districts, among many others. Halfacre Construction Company completed the 139-

foot airport tower at the Sarasota/Bradenton International Airport, the newest tower at the 

Punta Gorda Airport and several other additions over the years. The construction team has 

also helped with several historical renovations, including the Edson Keith Estate at Phillippi 

Estate Park, First Baptist Church of Palmetto, First Presbyterian Church of Bradenton, 

Manatee County Courthouse and Terrace Administration Building.  

Committed to giving back to the community, Halfacre Construction Company continually 

gives in-kind services and contributions to local nonprofits, such as Loveland Center, First 

Step of Sarasota, The Haven, Boys & Girls Clubs of Sarasota County, Suncoast Charities for 

Children, Special Olympics Florida – Sarasota County, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun 

Coast, SKY Family YMCA, United Way Suncoast, Senior Friendship Centers of Sarasota, 

HOPE Family Services and St. Jude Catholic Church. 



Jack Cox and the company’s employees also volunteer for a variety of nonprofits. He has 

served on the board of directors for The Argus Foundation, Cadence Bank, Gulf Coast 

Builders Exchange, Charlotte County Economic Development Council, Sarasota County 

Economic Development Council, Suncoast Charities for Children, Suncoast Foundation for 

Handicapped Children, Inc., the Florida Department of Business and Professional 

Regulation Construction Industry Licensing Board and FCCI.  

“Over the past 50 years, we have worked on large-scale, multimillion-dollar projects, such 

as the current $26 million RL Anderson Administration Center for Sarasota County, and 

smaller projects under the $5 million mark,” said Giasson. “As we look forward to the next 

50 years, our goal is to continue to grow our team, add more large-scale projects to our 

portfolio and remain a driving force for a diverse workforce in the region.” 

[Photo 1 attached from left to right: Tom Rees, Jack Cox and Reed Giasson] 
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO 
By Staff | on October 22, 2020 

 
 
ONGOING 
 
Public Art – Charlotte Arts in Public Places offers free art exhibits by visual artists at these 
locations: Jim Hollenbeck at Charlotte County Administration, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port 
Charlotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; and Larry 
Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (visible only to passengers). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/what-to-do-where-to-go-476/  

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/author/ohtadmin/


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2020  |  YOURSUN.COM  |  AN EDITION OF THE SUN  |  $1.50

SUN
The Daily

Charlotte • DeSoto • Sarasota

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Organizers of  the 
Florida International Air Show have set 
their sights on Fall 2021 for a possible 
return of  the longtime annual Punta 
Gorda event.

Runway construction at their usual 
home of  Punta Gorda Airport — coupled 
with the coronavirus pandemic — 
grounded the air show for 2020, despite 
proposals to move it to Charlotte Harbor.

“Plans are always in the works,” said 
FIAS spokesperson Stephen Lineberry. 
“For 2021, we are in the early steps of  
planning, all of  which are tentative due 
to completion of  the runways at the 
airport.

“If  the runways are completed by 
October 2021 and everything is a go, we 
hopefully will still be able to put on an 
airshow (even at the last minute).”

Lineberry said they have yet to book 
any performers for the event; however, 
they have submitted applications for 
military teams to perform.

“We will fi nd out in December 2020 
what military jet teams we will have — 
and it might not necessarily be the U.S. 

Airshow’s 
future still 

up in the air
Organizers hope for 2021 

return; airport not sure

SEE AIRSHOW, 2A
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ALMANAC
Today is Saturday, Oct. 31, the 

305th day of 2020. There are 

61 days left in the year. This is 

Halloween.

Mount Rushmore completed

On Oct. 31, 1941, work was 

completed on the Mount 

Rushmore National Memorial in 

South Dakota, begun in 1927.

On this date

In 1795, English poet John Keats 

was born in London.

In 1860, Juliette Gordon Low, 

founder of the Girl Scouts of the 

USA, was born in Savannah, Ga.

In 1941, the Navy destroyer USS 

Reuben James was torpedoed by 

a German U-boat off Iceland with 

the loss of some 100 lives, even 

though the United States had not 

yet entered World War II.

In 1961, the body of Josef Stalin 

was removed from Lenin’s Tomb 

as part of the Soviet Union’s 

“de-Stalinization” drive.

In 1968, President Lyndon B. 

Johnson ordered a halt to all 

U.S. bombing of North Vietnam, 

saying he hoped for fruitful peace 

negotiations.

Florida COVID-19 by 
the numbers
(As of 8 p.m. Oct. 30)

• Global cases: 45,466,721

• Global deaths: 1,186,913

• U.S. cases: 9,034,295

• U.S. deaths: 229,544

• Florida tests: 6,097,157

• Florida cases: 800,216

• Florida deaths:  16,92

• Charlotte County cases:
3,689

• Charlotte County deaths: 
157

• DeSoto County cases: 1,674

• DeSoto County deaths: 29

• Lee County cases: 23,517

• Lee County deaths: 515

• Sarasota County cases:
9,706

• Sarasota County deaths: 
344

Most cases in Florida: Dade 

(185,552); Broward (86,091); 

Palm Beach (52,184); Hillsborough 

(48,148); Orange (46,424)

SOURCE: FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH

Air Force Thunderbirds or 
something at that level,” 
Lineberry said, “but we 
will still be able to put 
together a family-friendly, 
fun afternoon airshow.”

In 2019, the 
Thunderbirds returned to 
the airshow for the first 
time since 2014. The event 
drew around 75,000 people 
to Punta Gorda Airport.

“It is easy (for us these 
days) to put together 
a nice, afternoon air 
show,” Lineberry said. 
“We don’t want to lose 
the enthusiasm we had 
coming off the year with 
the Thunderbirds, but we 
can’t help delays that came 
with COVID-19 and the 
runways.”

Runway construction 
could still be an issue by 
then, according to PGD 
Communications Manager 
Kaley Miller.

“In October 2021, 
Runway 4-22 will likely be 
closed for rehabilitation,” 
Miller said. “All commer-
cial air traffic will be on 
15-33 during that period
when it’s closed.”

Miller said that the 

airport’s new General 
Aviation Center is also 
likely to still be under 
construction at that time.

“Having an airshow here 
at PGD in October 2021 is 
not likely,” Miller said.

Regardless of  this year’s 
setbacks, Lineberry said 
they have maintained a 
good working relationship 
with the airport.

“We receive a lot of  
support from PGD,” 
Lineberry said. “They 
are a key factor for the 
event. We couldn’t do it 
without them. They keep 
us informed on their 
progress with the runways 
and when they could be 
completed.”

In the meantime, FIAS 
is presenting a “Wings 
Over Charlotte County” 
flyover Nov. 21 as part 
of  the Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans event 
at Charlotte Sports Park 
at 2300 El Jobean Road in 
Port Charlotte.

More information about 
that event can be found at 
welcomehome 
vietnamvets2020.org.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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THOUSANDS OF PLANTS TO CHOOSE FROM

VOTED #1 GARDEN CENTER AND LANDSCAPER IN VENICE
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OPEN FOR REGULAR RETAIL SERVICE AND
OFFERING CALL AHEAD CURBSIDE PICKUP

50% OFF
DELIVERY & INSTALL

Cannot be used on sale items, 
delivery fees, labor, or planting fees. 
Not redeemable for cash. Expires 
11/6/20. Must bring in coupon 
from paper. No copies. Must be 
presented at time of purchase. 
Refunds will not be given. Some 
restrictions may apply. See https://
mrtlawnandgarden. com/offers for 
full restrictions One coupon per day.

$5 OFF
$25 PURCHASE

Expires 11/6/20. Not redeemable 
for cash. COUPONS MUST BE 
PRESENTED AT TIME of purchase 
REFUNDS WILL NOT BE GIVEN. 
No copies. One per purchase. 
Some restrictions may apply. See 
https://mrtlawnandgarden.com/
offers for full restrictions One 
coupon per day.

VENICE
MRT Lawn & Garden Center of Venice

5175 Englewood Rd Venice, FL 34293

 Phone: (941) 493-1293 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON-SAT 8:30-5:30 • SUN 9:00 - 4:30

WWW.MRTLAWNANDGARDEN.COM

TWO LOCATIONS
PORT CHARLOTTE

MRT ACE Hardware and Garden Center

2775 El Jobean Rd Port Charlotte, FL 33953 

Phone: (941) 883-7117



  
 
 
NBAA Honors Successes of DEF Flameout Safe Landing 

by Kerry Lynch  - October 7, 2020, 4:27 PM 

 
NBAA marked its first-ever Virtual Safety Week with a Safety Town Hall on Wednesday that went into the details and lessons 
of the airmanship, attentiveness in the flight deck, and crew resource management from the successful dead-stick landing of a 
Cessna Citation II in Savannah, Georgia, following a diesel exhaust fluid (DEF)-induced dual engine flameout. 
 
NBAA also took the occasion of the virtual Safety Town Hall to announce its inaugural NBAA Above and Beyond Airmanship 
Award that was presented to the pilots involved, Bruce Monnier and Gerald Downs, for their roles in what the webinar’s 
moderator, aerospace and science journalist Miles O’Brien, termed as business aviation’s version of “Miracle on the Hudson.” 
 
The Citation, N744AT, was one of two operated by air-ambulance operator Air Trek that lost engine power on May 9, 2019, 
from DEF contamination after receiving fuel from the FBO at Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) in Florida. The second Citation lost 
power in one engine, while N744AT lost power from both engines, and briefly, its electrical power. 
 
The incidents—among 15 DEF contamination events that had occurred in the past three years, according to Town Hall 
participant and AOPA Air Safety Foundation senior v-p Richard McSpadden—helped spur a concerted government/industry 
effort to raise awareness about the dangers of DEF contamination and the need for proper training, storing, marketing, and 
handling. In fact, McSpadden said industry groups are pushing to get DEF off airports altogether because the risks are too 
grave. “This stuff is dangerous,” McSpadden emphasized. 
 
But Wednesday’s town hall also focused on the successes of the May 9, 2019 event and how two pilots who rarely flew 
together worked calmly in concert, drawing upon the experiences in training and knowledge of glider flying, to land an aircraft 
at an alternate airport after issues first surfaced while flying at 35,000 feet over the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
“NBAA is honored to present Bruce Monnier and Gerald Downs with the first NBAA Above and Beyond Airmanship Award in 
recognition of their professionalism and bravery,” said NBAA president and CEO Ed Bolen. “Their story is inspirational to 
everyone in the business aviation industry, and a reminder of the importance in always keeping safety in the forefront.” 
 
Monnier, the flying pilot of the flight that day, is an airline transport pilot, flight instructor, and captain with more than 4,000 
flight hours. Perhaps serendipitously, at a previous flight training session in a simulator, Monnier had asked his flight instructor 
if he could practice a dual engine-flameout with spare simulator time. 
 
As it turned out, that training became important because the airplane behaved exactly as it had in the simulator after it had lost 
both engines. Monnier said that during simulator training, he was skeptical, thinking the scenario was a bit optimistic in the way 
it was handling. “Then, here we are in the real world and it happens,” he said, adding his reaction was, “This isn’t bad at all. 
This is just like the simulator.” 
 
Flight training expert Martha King, who also participated in the town hall, said, “Having that experience under your belt is 
really incredibly valuable.” She added that simulator training is really faithful to how an airplane actually flies in those 
situations. “You really can count on that kind of performance.” 
 
Also helping the scenario was copilot Downs, who, while a part-time pilot for Air Trek, is an airline transport pilot with more 
than 10,000 flight hours, instructor pilot, and holds ratings in fixed-wing, helicopter, glider, and gyroplane aircraft over a 48-
year aviation career. In describing the event, Downs noted that with gliders it is about energy management and that is what this 
scenario involved. 
 
“When you're flying a glider, you've got so much energy and you know, how it's going to fly,” he said. While he had not seen 
this in a Citation, when Monnier said he was going to put flaps down in preparation for landing, Downs told Monnier to wait for 
a moment while he looked at the glide angle in comparison with the horizon and then said that it’s okay for flaps. 



 
Another factor in the scenario was the crew pairing. Both are highly experienced pilots, but Monnier had more experience with 
the Citation II. Downs flies every couple of months for Air Trek, Monnier said. “Not very often. He’s definitely a reserve. But 
he’s been doing it for years with Air Trek. When I came aboard and was trained, I was trained the same way that he had been 
doing it,” he said. “So, when we get up, there is definitely standardization with every new copilot that I fly with. It's the same 
thing, exact same things for when we swap crews. It's a nonissue.” 
 
McSpadden called that standardization, as well as their training and background, key, noting how quickly it happened. “They 
really didn't have the time to reference the checklist. For example, when all their electrics died, they just knew to work the 
battery and reset the battery and whatever the steps are,” he said. “We all go through this training to learn the steps so that, if 
you can use a checklist, great, but there's going to be times when you're going to have to rely on that base of knowledge that you 
built.” 
 
While based and fueled in Punta Gorda, Monnier and Downs had flown to Naples Municipal Airport (APF) without incident to 
pick up a patient and two other passengers —including the patient’s daughter, who Monnier mentioned was a nervous flyer—
and two medical crew. Before the flight, Monnier had promised a smooth flight to their destination of Niagara Falls. 
 
While overwater at about 35,000 feet msl, Monnier said he “was kind of fidgeting with the fan speed on the number one 
engine,” when Downs noticed this was going on for some time and queried about it. They both noticed it did not want to “settle 
down,” Monnier said. 
 
The engine then started to lose power, but at this point, it was still a “non-event,” he said. Monnier pulled back the engine a 
little and then tried to roll it back up to see how it reacted, but it continued to lose power. “That’s when we knew we had a 
problem with the number one engine,” he said. 
 
They did not declare an emergency at this juncture—“single-engine is really a nonissue in the twin-turbine world," Monnier 
said—but they did decide to divert. They weighed options of closest airport and were both familiar with Savannah, which was 
40 miles out. They chose that option and began to bring down the airplane. 
 
The pilots let the medics know that they were diverting so they could brief the passengers and that it was not going to be a big 
deal. “We would just land, get another plane and run them up to New York as planned,” he said. 
 
Passing through 8,000 feet, the same thing happened with the second engine. “That gets your attention for sure. Now we have 
an emergency,” Monnier said. But by that point, they had already gone through all the checklists and procedures and rolled 
them over to the extent possible to the evolving situation. 
 
“At that point, all the electric was still working,” Downs said. “We knew exactly how far we were. We're 13 miles. We're at 
8,000 feet descending a thousand feet a minute. When you do the math, we had about 21 miles of energy in reserve. So, it was 
going to be easy if we don't mess it up.” 
 
However, he added, then “things got a little more interesting. We had an undercast and just about the time we were going 
through the undercast, about 1,500 feet of it, we lost all our electric, which was not a comforting thing.” 
 
Now, they are using their “peanut attitude indicator. We're saying, okay, this is not good,” Downs said. Monnier, who knows 
the airplane well, was able to reset the battery and the electric returned. But for that moment air traffic control was not able to 
see the airplane. However, when they cleared the undercast they saw the airport, right where they had anticipated. 
 
It was a moment they had prepared for, Monnier said. “When we turned towards the field at 8,000 feet, we discussed, what 
systems do we expect that [we] have a problem with, what systems won't work? What will work? We discussed the electric 
flaps and we'd discussed when to put down the gear.” 
 
The gear is hydraulically driven, so they anticipated a problem there. “We familiarized and talked about, again, the procedure 
for pneumatically blowing down the gear—we expected to have to pneumatically blow it down. And we discussed whether 
we'd have brakes.” 
 
Dropping the gear was a bit of an adventure, taking about 15 to 16 seconds for all three green lights, almost three times as long 
as normal. “We were not happy campers until we saw all the green lights,” Downs said. 
 
But the gear did come down and they came to a complete stop on the runway. Of course, without an engine, there was no 
taxiing, which led to the passenger who was already a nervous flyer to inquire why. That’s when the passengers were informed 
that the second engine had quit as well. 
 
With the calm demeanor and constant communication of the pilots between themselves, the passengers had no idea of the full 
extent of the troubles the aircraft had encountered. After the aircraft was towed in, the patient was put in a room where he could 
receive necessary medical assistance until a backup aircraft arrived. 
 



Once it did, they loaded back up and flew on to Niagara Falls. However, the delays allowed poor weather to set in and now 
instead of a smooth flight, it was one that occurred through storms and required a low approach. 
 
At the end, Downs said, the nervous passenger informed him she still did not like flying on small aircraft, but if she did, she 
wanted the same crew and gave him a big hug. “That made it all worth it.” 
 
They had dinner with the medics, hopped back in the airplane, and returned to Florida, calling it “all in a day’s work.” 
 
McSpadden praised their performance. “They were very attentive to the engine, which is instructive for all of us. They weren't 
just sort of lumbering it out…And then as soon as they had the problem, they immediately began the divert. If you backtrack on 
the mileage, if they hadn't taken it seriously from the very start and begun those actions, they wouldn't have made it. They 
wouldn't have had enough distance to make it,” he said, calling the events a “remarkable example.” 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.ainonline.com/aviation-news/business-aviation/2020-10-07/nbaa-honors-successes-def-flameout-safe-landing 



 

   
 

 
NBAA HONORS PILOTS WHO LANDED CITATION AFTER DUAL 
FLAMEOUTS 
 

 
 
T w o  p i l o t s  w h o  g u i d e d  t h e i r  C e s s n a  C i t a t i o n  I I  a i r  a m b u l a n c e  t o  a  s a f e  l a n d i n g  a f t e r  b o t h  e n g i n e s  f l a m e d  
o u t  f r o m  f u e l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  n a m e d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  a  n e w l y  f o u n d e d  a i r m a n s h i p  a w a r d  
b e s t o w e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B u s i n e s s  A v i a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
 
NBAA honored Capt. Bruce Monnier and the co-captain, Gerald Downs, of air ambulance operator Air Trek with its first 
NBAA Above and Beyond Airmanship Award during a virtual safety town hall October 7. The award “recognizes action 
taken to avoid injury, loss of life, and/or major or catastrophic business aircraft damage,” the NBAA said in a news release. 
 
On May 9, 2019, the jet was one of two Air Trek aircraft that received fuel contaminated with diesel exhaust fluid, a urea-
based chemical used to reduce diesel engine emissions that had been added in error to the fuel supply in a fuel truck at Punta 
Gorda Airport in Florida.  DEF is not intended for use in aircraft, and can trigger chemical reactions leading to the formation 
of crystals that can clog filters or damage engines. 
 
AOPA reported at the time that both jets departed Air Trek’s Punta Gorda base and flew to Naples, Florida, where medical 
technicians, patients, and patients’ family members boarded. One Citation was headed to Niagara Falls, New York, when it 
experienced an engine flameout over the Atlantic Ocean north of Savannah, Georgia. It lost its second engine while diverting 
to Savannah but was able to glide to a safe landing. The other Citation was bound for Chicago when it experienced an engine 
failure and landed safely in Louisville, Kentucky. In all, 13 occupants escaped without injury, Air Trek said. Both aircraft 
were declared total losses. 
 
Monnier and Downs shared their thoughts about the emergency with AOPA Air Safety Institute Senior Vice President 
Richard McSpadden in this episode of the There I was… podcast. 
 
Among the challenges they faced, Monnier said, was that “there’s no checklist for dual engine failure” in the Citation II. 
Also, the pilots were uncertain whether the landing gear would operate normally or would have to be extended 
pneumatically—blown down, as the pilots described that contingency—once landing on the runway was assured. 
 
On the positive side, they said, the crew felt like they were “ahead of the airplane” throughout the emergency, and that their 
combined experience, including Downs’s glider rating, and their coordination created a calm cockpit environment with easy 
communications. 
 
Incidents including the Air Trek flights have highlighted concerns from the aviation industry of the high risk of fuel 
contamination from DEF that will persist as long as the substance must be used in airport vehicles according to 
environmental mandates. 
 
AOPA has worked to educate the general aviation community about the DEF fuel-contamination hazard. In August 2019, 
numerous other aviation stakeholders joined AOPA in signing a letter to FAA and Environmental Protection Agency 
leadership urging that “non-road, on-airport ground support equipment and vehicles, including fuel and maintenance trucks, 
that are used to service general aviation aircraft” be exempted from having to use DEF.  The EPA has not yet responded, 
despite congressional follow-up inquiries. 
 
The FAA has told AOPA that it is updating Advisory Circular 150/5230-4C. The AC addresses misfuelling and DEF 
contamination incidents and provides guidance on creating, implementing, and documenting fuel fire safety programs 
required under FAA regulations. 
 
The October 7 NBAA town hall event also featured a flight safety discussion moderated by aviation journalist Miles O’Brien, 
who was joined by McSpadden and the well-known flight training experts John and Martha King of King Schools. 
 
 
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2020/october/07/nbaa-honors-pilots-who-landed-citation-after-dual-flameouts 



 
 

 
 
Punta Gorda, FL (Sept. 30, 2020) – The Charlotte County Airport Authority (Airport Authority) recently broke ground on the 
first phase of Punta Gorda Airport’s Aviation Expansion Area, called PGD AviEx. The property is strategically located 
between Tampa and Miami in a Foreign Trade Zone at a small-hub commercial airport with utilities available and two direct 
connections to Interstate 75. 
 
PGD AviEx is the largely undeveloped tract of land parallel to Challenger Road where the Florida International Air Show 
was based the last few years. The runway-adjacent area is planned to become a hub for general aviation (GA) activities to 
flourish, as well as a prime spot for onsite flight schools, avionics and aircraft maintenance services, and related training 
programs to expand. 
 
$18 million in Airport Authority projects will be constructed in several phases. The first phase that broke ground is a 
650,000-square-foot ramp, or aircraft parking area, and the extension of Taxiway E. Construction on the second phase is 
expected to begin in late 2020 and includes the GA Center (including FBO operations), associated access roads and parking, 
and the site work for 10 larger 60×60 hangars. These larger hangars, along with a new row of 24 T-Hangar units, will likely 
to be constructed during the third phase in 2021. 
 
Although PGD AviEx is a new name, these projects have been several years in the making. PGD’s Master Plan Update, 
approved by the FAA in 2018, thoughtfully maps out continued growth in commercial air service by relocating existing GA 
activities that are currently adjacent to the Bailey Terminal to the north side of the airport. 
 
Located within the boundaries of the Punta Gorda Interstate Airport Park, PGD is already home to a strong aerospace and 
aviation community, including professional avionics and aircraft service providers, flight schools, luxury charters, an air 
ambulance and a new Aviation Maintenance Technician School that Charlotte Technical College will launch in August 2021. 
PGD also has a Civil Air Patrol squadron, Experimental Aircraft Association and 217 onsite T-Hangars that are in high 
demand. 
 
Aviation-related businesses and GA activity are all currently contained within 90 acres surrounding commercial air service 
operations, and there is a lack of available office and hangar space to lease. 
 
Airport Authority Commissioner Kathleen Coppola, who has served on the Board since 1990, has been a proponent of 
developing the airport’s north side for the last decade. “This is a monumental time for PGD,” said Coppola. “Our commercial 
success has brought us to this point, and now we need to develop the PGD AviEx so there’s room for aviation-related 
businesses to grow.” 
 
The Airport Authority’s new 13,000-square-foot GA Center (GAC) will be the feature of PGD AviEx. In addition to the 
2,500-square-foot dining area, the GAC will offer an inviting lobby, conference room, flight catering staging area, nine 
leased offices/flight instruction rooms, and two event/meeting rooms. The Airport Authority’s Fixed Base Operator (FBO) 
staff, who provide fueling, tie-down and ground-handling services for private aircraft, will also be based there. 
 
Airport Authority Commissioner Robert Hancik is a longtime pilot and airport tenant who is looking forward to making the 
new GAC the heart of aviation in Charlotte County. “Our general aviation community will have a first-class facility to call 



home, and it will draw visiting pilots, charters and private jets to Punta Gorda to enjoy the onsite restaurant and explore the 
surrounding area,” said Hancik. 
 
The Airport Authority will be scheduled to award the bid for construction of the GAC at its October 15, 2020 Board Meeting. 
In early 2021, the Airport Authority will be seeking potential restauranteurs interested in funding, designing and operating a 
restaurant, bar and catering service inside the new GAC. 
 
The Airport Authority launched a new website, www.PGDAviEx.com, to highlight the aviation expansion area and provide 
updates to potential tenants and developers. Airport staff is working with AECOM, the world’s premier infrastructure 
consulting firm, to develop an interactive map application that will show both airside and landside parcel information for the 
entire airport property. The interactive map will also display land lease information to potential tenants to provide businesses 
looking to expand with immediately available relocation information. The interactive map is expected to be online in 
December 2020. 
 
PGD AviEx projects are made possible through a combination of self-funding from Airport Authority revenues, along with 
funding from the Federal Aviation Administration, Florida Department of Transportation, Passenger Facility Charges and 
Customer Facilities Charges.  Learn more at www.PGDAviEx.com. 
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The Charlotte County Airport Authority signified the reopening of Runway 15-33 with a ribbon cutting Oct. 9. 
Airport authority commissioners were joined by airport management, congressional staff, lead engineering 
consultants and contractors.  
 
In addition to a 593-foot extension that increased the runway length to 6,281 feet, the rehabilitation included 
resurfacing, grooving, painting and adding LED sustainable lighting. Blast pads were added at each end of the 
runway, and Taxiways E, A and D were realigned to be in compliance with FAA design standards.   
 
Runway 15-33 was closed for nearly a year while undergoing construction. In the months ahead, all three runways 
will remain open while Runway 4-22 enters the design phase for its rehabilitation. In September, commercial 
airline traffic is anticipated to shift solely to Runway 15-33 while Runway 4-22 undergoes its rehabilitation.   
 
“This project has been quite an endeavor, requiring extensive coordination of dozens of parties from funding and 
design to construction,” said PGD’s CEO James W. Parish. “I want to thank the team that worked together to 
make it all happen, and I am thrilled to be able to open it up to the General Aviation community that has been 
eagerly awaiting this moment.” 
 
The $12-million project was funded from the following sources; approximately $4.7 million in FAA funding, $3.7 
million in FDOT funding, and $3.7 million from Passenger Facility Charges.  The runway project is one of several 
projects outlined in the PGD Master Plan’s short-term capital improvement program. 
 
Project partners include: 

• Kimley-Horn provided design services to complete the Runway 15-33 project, and has also been retained 
to design the rehabilitation of Runway 4-22. 

• Southwest Engineering & Design consulted on the stormwater management plan. 
• EG Solutions was retained to provide consulting services for the wetland mitigation portions of the 

project. 
• Ajax Paving Industries of Florida, LLC was the primary construction contractor. 

 
Last month the airport authority broke ground on the PGD AviEx, the runway-adjacent area planned to become a 
hub for general aviation (GA) activities to flourish, as well as a prime spot for onsite flight schools, avionics and 
aircraft maintenance services, and related training programs to expand.  
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/aoa/runway-management/press-release/21157966/charlotte-county-airport-authority-charlotte-county-airport-authority-
reopens-runway-1533 
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13 Absolutely Amazing Things to Do in Punta Gorda 
 

October 13, 2020 
 
If you’re looking for a fabulous, Florida honeymoon spot, consider this gorgeous town on the west coast. There are so many 
things to do in Punta Gorda Florida for a variety of tastes. From amazing seafood to beautiful gardens, this little town has it all. 
Bonus: the Punta Gorda Airport is an easy flight for Virginians! 
 
Heading to the Punta Gorda Airport 
 
Let me just say that getting to the Punta Gorda Airport was so easy! My preferred place is the Richmond Virginia Airport, 
and it’s a direct flight with Allegiant straight to the Punta Gorda Florida Airport (code PGD). 
 
PGD is laid out really well, and it was simple to find the baggage claim, terminal, and car rental. If you’re looking for a 
convenient Florida honeymoon option, heading to Punta Gorda is the way to go. 
 
Punta Gorda Airport Map 
 
Take a quick look at the Punta Gorda Airport map. It will show you just how simple your journey will be. The location is a 
convenient, one story that is very easy to navigate. 
 

 
 
Punta Gorda Florida Weather 
 
Let me just say that the Punta Gorda Florida weather in February is beautiful! It wasn’t unbearably hot, yet we were able to 
wear short sleeves and break out the summer clothes. It was a fabulous getaway in the middle of winter. 
 
As far as the Punta Gorda Florida weather year-round, it can be fairly hot and muggy in the summertime. The summer season 
also brings rain, which is a good respite in the heat. However, my personal recommendation would be to visit from early 
October through mid-December and from mid-February through late April. 
 
Although, depending on when you get married, the temperatures are fairly mild and don’t get excessively hot or cold. It’s 
safe to say that the Punta Gorda Florida weather year-round is perfect. Just take a sweater for chilly nights in the wintertime. 
 
Punta Gorda Florida Map 
 
The city is located on the west shore of Florida 30 minutes above Fort Meyers and an hour and a half below Tampa. It’s in a 
harbor, so it is located on the water. However, the Punta Gorda Florida beaches are more limited than oceanside towns. The 
Punta Gorda Florida map shows where it’s located along the Peace River on Charlotte Harbor. 
 
Where to Stay in Punta Gorda Florida 
 
We had a lovely stay at the Holiday Inn Express Punta Gorda. It was clean and cozy. A big plus is that it was conveniently 
located to the Punta Gorda Airport, yet it was also easy to get to the many attractions that the area has to offer. 



 
However, there are many lovely accommodations if you don’t want to stay at a traditional hotel. Check out a few options via 
Airbnb. 
 
Things to Do in Punta Gorda This Weekend 
 
Want to make an impromptu trip? There’s a website for that! If you’re looking for things to do in Punta Gorda, there is an up 
to date calendar that makes it easy to find events. You may be interested in things to do in Punta Gorda this weekend or at the 
time you’ll be traveling. 
 
There are many shows, events, markets, and music-centric festivals throughout the year. You may even want to book your 
Florida honeymoon at a time when there are entertaining activities going on. 
 
The calendar is a fabulous way to discover the Punta Gorda, Florida upcoming events. Be sure to check it before you go! 
 
13 Things to Do in Punta Gorda Florida 
 
Now, we are finally onto our list of things to do in Florida. I personally experienced each and every location on the list with 
my husband. It was a romantic trip that we remember fondly. We had such a great time, and here’s what we did. 
 
1. Visit the Peace River Botanical and Sculpture Gardens. 
 
What a perfect excuse to get outside and stroll in the sunshine! The Peace River Botanical and Sculpture Gardens is an 
interesting collection of sculptures peppered in between lovely plants and flowers. 
 
It’s along the Peace River, so you may even see a bit of wildlife. Many of the sculptures cause you to do a double-take as 
they look so real. 
 
2. Eat fresh seafood at Peace River Seafood. 
 
While you’re by the river, you may as well stop by Peace River Seafood, although it’s worth the drive if you aren’t close by. 
The food is so good that they have a stash of dollars that came about because of the cuisine. 
 
When complimented, it was remarked that if “they had a dollar for every time they heard” how great it was. Well, people 
started giving dollars, and a trend was born. Not only is the seafood amazing, but the folks there are so hospitable. And the 
dishes are gorgeous to photograph! 
 
3. Do a tasting at Alligator Bay Distillers. 
 
I am a big fan of locally owned businesses, and if a family is involved—even better! That’s exactly how Alligator Bay 
Distillers is. Two brothers operate the distillery. Plus, they are more than happy to show you around to show you the process 
of how they make their spirits. 
 
They were one of the distilleries that made a big pivot during COVID-19, too. Hand sanitizer was added to their list of spirits 
for sale, although drinking it isn’t recommended, of course. 
 
4. Head out on a mural tour. 
 
I’m an art nerd, so I totally geeked out over this tour. And I’m not ashamed about that fact at all! The Punta Gorda Historic 
Mural Society has a specific mission. Their goal is to beautify their buildings while showcasing the history of the area. 
 
You can learn about the city while looking at gorgeous artwork that focuses on historical events, the town’s citizens, and 
wildlife. The ones below showcase a cattle drive and some of the sea creatures in the area. 
 
5. Visit the Historic Park (on a Sunday). 
 
A little backstory here. Someone had told us about the old jail that was located in Punta Gorda, and we simply had to see it! 
It’s basically a cage with no privacy. Also, it was VERY difficult to find—it’s obviously not a main attraction, ha! 
 
We happened to go on a Sunday, and the History Park Farmers Market was going on. There were fruits, veggies, and local 
artisans galore. We had fun walking around looking at the historical buildings and community gardens. Several talented 
artisans were set up, too. 
 
6. Stop at TT’s Tiki Bar for a bite and drink. 
 



TT’s Tiki Bar is right on the water. You also have the option to eat outside or undercover, but it’s all in the open air. The 
drinks were fabulous, the food was delicious, and the views were beautiful. 
 
The restaurant is also located along the bike path, which I’ll get to in a bit. However, you can also take a pre or post-lunch 
stroll around the harbor. 
 
7. Gawk at the harbor birds. 
 
Ok, maybe this doesn’t count as an actual stop, but bird watching was fun! They were all over the pilings in the water. 
Sleeping, standing, watching us watch them. 
 
Pelicans and other water-centric birds were within view. It was an interesting thing to see after lunch as we walked around 
the waterway. 
 
8. Check out the brewery scene. 
 
Sampling local beers—especially IPAs—is one of my husband’s favorite things. Therefore, we made a stop by Peace River 
Beer Company. Not only was the decor cute, but he really enjoyed the varieties available there. 
 
I’m more of a cider gal, so I personally was thrilled that they offered cider flights. Needless to say, we had a great time 
tasting and chatting while we were at the brewery. 
 
9. Explore Fishermen’s Village and take a sunset cruise. 
 
Fishermen’s Village is a fabulous place to pick up a few souvenirs or grab a bite to eat. You can also walk around and see the 
boats in the harbor. There are such lovely views! 
 
After soaking it all in at Fishermen’s Village, board King Fisher Fleet for a stunning sunset cruise. We saw dolphins and had 
a fabulous ride that was capped off by a gorgeous sunset over Punta Gorda. Things to do are plentiful, but seeing the sun’s 
final display of the day is a must! 
 
10. Use the bike share to explore the harbor trail. 
 
We love to go biking. It’s a fun, quick way to explore an area while getting some exercise. Of course, the waterside views are 
beautiful as you ride on boardwalks and trails. I highly recommend it! 
 
One of the best parts is that you can use a bike for free. The loaner bikes can be signed out at several locations. Plus, with a 
bit of ID and the right gear, you can be well on your way to exploring via bike. 
 
11. See the animals at the Peace River Wildlife Center. 
 
If you’re a sucker for animals like I am, you’ll love this wildlife rescue and rehabilitation center. Peace River Wildlife Center 
has a variety of birds in large cages, but they also bring several animals out of their enclosures. 
 
We saw a turtle and an adorable little bird, both of which were rescued. The staff is taking good care to make sure that they 
are recovering from their injuries and will be able to return to their natural habitats someday. Such a worthy cause and a fun 
place to go. 
 
12. Eat gator bites at the Gator Shack. 
 
Into odd meats? You’ll love the chance to nibble on some gator bites at this cute little restaurant. It’s on the same site as the 
eco-tours (mentioned below!). Therefore, the Gator Shack is a fabulous place to eat right before heading out to view wildlife 
in its natural habitat. 
 
They have several picnic-style tables on the inside. Just order, claim a table and get ready to consume a colorful feast. The 
macaroni and cheese was yummy, too! 
 
13. Explore the swampland with Babcock Ranch Eco Tours. 
 
Don’t miss the opportunity to board a big, camouflage bus and head out to find wildlife. Alligators, deer, wild boar, and all 
sorts of birds await your presence with Babcock Ranch Eco Tours. The bus even stops to feed the animals along the way. 
 
It’s exciting to drive through the water safely with your tour guide at the helm. This was the last thing we did before we 
headed to the Punta Gorda Airport. However, it was the perfect way to end our trip. 
 



Final Thoughts on a Florida Honeymoon 
 
There are plenty of things to do in Punta Gorda Florida. We were only there for a few days and didn’t even get to explore it 
all. The people were hospitable, the views gorgeous, and the Punta Gorda Florida weather in February was just perfect! 
 
Again, flying from the Richmond Virginia Airport directly to the Punta Gorda Airport with Allegiant Air made our trip easy. 
Everything was accessible, and we had a lovely time. 
 
In my opinion, it’s one of the best honeymoon destinations in February in USA. So, get ready to pack and head south, no 
matter the time of year. Happy honeymooning! 
 
 
 
 
https://www.hillcitybride.com/2020/10/things-to-do-in-punta-gorda/ 
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Receive the news on your mobile, click to access the AEROIN channel via Telegram and our profile on Instagram. 
 
Two pilots were recognized for their remarkable attitude when landing a Cessna Citation 550 in an emergency with both 
engines lost. The award came from the 1st edition of the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) award on and 
about aviation. Here’s how it all happened. 
 
Pilots Bruce Monnier and Gerald Downs work for the Air Track Company in Punta Gorda, Florida, an aircraft charter 
company that operates many medical flights to transport patients and their families between cities. 
 
This was the case on that fateful day on May 9, 2019, when an aircraft supply failure could have killed the two crew 
members and at least one other passenger. 
 
Before taking off from Punta Gorda for Niagara, New York State, a member of the ground crew mixed DEF (exhaust fluid 
for diesel engines) into the jet’s fuel. DEF clogged the engines’ fuel system filters, leaving them without power. 
 
In portraying the heroism in a webinar, both pilots demonstrated not only a complete understanding of all the emergency 
protocols that every pilot needs to know, but also a flair for teamwork and an emotional balance that is essential to acting in 
an extremely challenging situation. 
 
According to reports, according to Your Sun portal, pilots have completely lost the power of the first engine to fly 35,000 feet 
across the Atlantic. They did not despair and began to act to contain the emergency. They began to make plans for how to 
land their small jet aboard medical transportation. 
 
They quietly warned their passengers that they would be making a side trip to Savannah, Georgia, and continued their 
emergency landing protocols. 
 
The other engine cuts out 
 
When they were 8,000 feet away, they lost the second motor and, as a result, all of the electrical part of the aircraft powered 
by the energy generated by the motor. 
 



From there, they started building an airplane and only a visual flight because the airplane’s navigational instruments stopped 
working. 
 
When asked in the webinar whether there was panic aboard, Commander Monnier was convinced he would answer. “No, the 
atmosphere in the cockpit was completely peaceful”. 
 
What happened was a lot of conversation between the pilots trying to fix the first problem and then planning their landing 
without power. 
 
Without energy and instruments, they had to rely on visibility that wasn’t always there. Due to the weather conditions, they 
have lost sight of the airport at 1,500 feet, Downs said. The track reappeared at the last minute. 
 
“We looked at each other and we had smiles on our faces, like ‘Phew, it’ll be fine’,” he said. 
 
All diesel trucks in the USA must use what is known as “Diesel Exhuast Fluid” (DEF), which reduces the emission of 
harmful gases in the truck’s exhaust gas. DEF is a colorless, odorless liquid that is stored in small containers. 
 
Airplanes like the Citation require another fuel additive called Prist, which is also colorless and odorless and was stored in 
similar containers. 
 
On May 9, a utility technician who was later fired due to the failure mixed the two fluids thinking they were both Prist. He 
refueled two planes that day and both had problems in the air. The second plane only lost one engine and made a safe 
emergency landing. 
 
James Parish, CEO of Punta Gorda Airport Management Company, changed his liquid storage protocol after the error. The 
DEF was saved and blocked outside the aircraft access point. Prist, also called FSII, was stored separately with different 
locks and different keys. 
  
Employees also received more training and DEF and FSII deliveries were registered. 
  
According to Rob Hancik, who was in charge of the Punta Gorda runway, when he operated a small airport in Missouri, he 
requested that all jet fuels be shipped with the pre-mixed prist. When asked if he was pressuring his superiors to follow the 
same protocol, Rob said, “Next question.” 
 
Recognition 
 
Richard McSpadden, Executive Director of the Aircraft O 
wners and Pilots Association Safety Foundation, was impressed with the story and congratulated the pilots. 
 
“What we see here is a perfect execution of the emergency response,” said Richard, adding, “It’s just a remarkable example 
of crew coordination and air capabilities.” 
 
“These pilots demonstrated excellent skills and responsiveness to save lives and grace under pressure,” the Punta Gorda 
Airport CEO said in a statement. 
 
When Downs returned to the webinar, he remembered the passenger asking why the plane had stopped after landing. 
“Because we lost both engines,” Downs replied. 
 
The passenger question shows that the professionalism of the pilots did not even show that the jet was flying completely 
without power in an emergency. 
 
This gave the pilots a new place in their fan club. “I don’t like to fly in small planes, but I would fly with you anywhere,” 
said the passenger. 
 
Receive the news on your mobile, click to access the AEROIN channel via Telegram and our profile on Instagram. 
 
 
 
https://baviation.cn/pilots-become-heroes-after-landing-the-2-engine-aircraft/220/ 
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