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Let’s work to fix  
airplane noise
Editor:

Over the last couple of  years 
anyone who complained about 
low-flying Allegiant jets over 
their property was told, by the 
airport “Sorry nothing we can 
do only the FAA can change 
the flight patterns.” During the 
recent campaign for the airport 
board candidate Vanessa Oliver 
was saying: “Noise is not a 
problem. To change the flight 
patterns might take years.”

Fast forward to Aug. 21, Sun 
headline “where will the noise 
be?” The plan is to reconfigure 
flight patterns. It is this easy. 
Hire a consultant AECOM. 
Have a meeting and AECOM 
will map out the new flight 
patterns. Oh by the way we will 
invite the FAA to participate.

To all of  you who have 
complained to no avail and have 
put up with the noise for years 
with no help from the airport 
management who lied to us 
about how easily the problem 
could have been fixed you may 
be about to get some peace. 
When the runway improve-
ments begin next year you may 
be able to put away your ear 
plugs for a couple of  years.

For the new recipients of  the 
noise you are about to find out 
how bad it can be. It would be 
nice during the re-planning 
if  the current flight patterns 
could be corrected to stop the 
noise that currently exist. 
When the meetings are held, 
plan to attend, let your voice 
be heard so that they will get it 
right.

Bob Starr
Punta Gorda

Mike Deignan
Punta Gorda
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From: The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel <leevcb@leegov.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 8:22 AM 
Subject: Sept. 2 - Weekly COVID-19 Resources for Recovery Newsletter #18 
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SARASOTA — Allegiant Travel Company announced Thursday three new routes to major 
cities out of airports in Sarasota and Punta Gorda. 
 
The company added a seasonal nonstop route to Boston out of Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport starting Nov. 19. 
 
“Florida is an important part of Allegiant’s network, which is built around connecting people 
in small and medium-sized cities to vacation destinations such as Sarasota and Punta Gorda,” 
Allegiant Media Relations spokesperson Sonya Padgett said. “More than half of our 
passengers system-wide fly through the state. Because of the pandemic, we believe there 
will be pent-up demand for travel during the winter months, so adding these routes now will 
provide our customers with more options when they’re making travel plans.” 
 
Beginning Nov. 20, Punta Gorda Airport will offer nonstop seasonal flights to Houston and 
Chicago. 
 
“Southwest Floridians will be thrilled to fly with ease from Punta Gorda into these major 
metropolitan areas,” said Punta Gorda Airport’s CEO James W. Parish. “These new routes 
mark Allegiant’s first flight from PGD into the great state of Texas, and will connect 
thousands of Chicago’s residents to our sunny beaches and outdoor paradise.” 
 
The new nonstop routes will operate twice weekly, flying into Boston Logan International 
Airport, William P. Hobby Airport in Houston and Chicago Midway International Airport. 
 
Padgett added that the company’s health and wellness protocols are standardized across 
the network and are designed for maximum effectiveness. 
 
“Travel Pulse named Allegiant the top airline for COVID-19 traveler safety measures,” Padgett 
said. “The air quality on our planes has always exceeded HEPA standards thanks to the VOC 
(volatile organic compound) filters we use. The cabin air is a mix of fresh and filtered air, 
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which is refreshed every three minutes during flight. Several studies show that the in-cabin 
air on commercial jets meets or exceeds hospital grade standards because of those on-board 
air filters. To better assist customers, we’ve created a landing page on our website that 
provides details about our cleaning program, on-board air quality and social distancing 
practices.” 
 
Flight days, times and costs can be found at Allegiant.com. 
 
 
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com or sue.erwin@yoursun.com 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/new-city-manager-sees-bright-future-in-punta-
gorda/article_06b8426a-ed3d-11ea-ad91-379f38347409.html 
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Leadership at South Florida airports is overseeing sparkling clean 
— if sometimes empty — terminals, and moving ahead in uncertain 

times with federal funds helping to mitigate lost revenue ... 

BY EVAN WILLIAMSBY EVAN WILLIAMS

ewilliams@fl oridaweekly.comewilliams@fl oridaweekly.com

EVER HAVE SOUTH FLORIDA AIRPORTS BEEN EVER HAVE SOUTH FLORIDA AIRPORTS BEEN 
SO SO clean and sanitized — or so empty. clean and sanitized — or so empty. 
After passenger counts plummeted After passenger counts plummeted 
during what are normally some of the during what are normally some of the 

busiest months of the year, and with uncertainty busiest months of the year, and with uncertainty 

SEESEE AIRPORTS, A16  AIRPORTS, A16 Sanitizer stations are available to travelers.
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how COVID-19 will play out, they’re also 
fl ying in uncharted territory. Air travel in 
the United States came to a near standstill 
in April before growth inched upward, still 
only at a fraction of normal traffi c.  

Florida Weekly asked airport direc-
tors at Southwest Florida International 
Airport, Punta Gorda Airport and Palm 
Beach International Airport how they 
are weathering the impacts of the pan-
demic in an industry that has been 
among the hardest hit. While all three 
described the overall effects as “devas-
tating” or “a disaster,” they are also look-
ing forward to future growth.

■    ■    ■

RSW

“We’re taking a very patient 
and calculated approach to this 

pandemic.” 
— Ben Siegel, RSW acting executive 

director

A record 10.2 million passengers made 
their way through Southwest Florida 
International Airport last year, the 
region’s primary transportation con-
nection to the world 
outside the Sunshine 
State.

The airport has 
consistently grown 
and set records in 
terms of passenger 
counts since open-
ing in 1983. The two 
main exceptions 
have been after the 

Great Recession put a lid on growth 
in 2008, with RSW’s next record year 
not arriving until 2015; and this year, in 
which passenger counts dropped (along 
with those throughout the United States) 
more sharply than any other time in the 
airport’s history.

Counts in the normally peak month 
of March were the slowest in 17 years at 
861,000 — compared to 1.5 million the 
year before. In April traffi c came to a 
relative standstill with a count of 53,379, 
compared to 1.1 million the year before. 

“April was really the rock bottom for 
the industry domestically,” said Ben Sie-
gel, acting executive director of RSW. 
“We were down 95%. You really can’t go 
down further than that. For lack of better 
words it was a devastating month for the 
industry.”

In May and June, traffi c began inch-
ing up again. It has stayed much slower 

than normal through the already slow 
summer season, Mr. Siegel said, with 
counts down 50% to 60% — though 
that is better than expected when the 
airport revised its forecasts to include 
the effects of the pandemic. September 
is normally the airport’s slowest month 
of the year.

“We do expect us to fi nish the fi scal 
year down about 30%,” he said. “We 
think we’ll come in about 7 million pas-
sengers for our fi scal year. Which again, 
is better than we originally projected.”

That puts traffi c for the year below 
even the slowest years triggered by the 
Great Recession. 

The dramatic slowdown has reduced 
revenue for businesses directly con-
nected to RSW, including rental cars and 
food and beverage companies, as well as 
RSW revenue sources such as parking. 

The airport received $36.8 million 
as its portion of the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act to help with the slowdown in busi-
ness. 

International traffi c has been severely 
restricted along with business travel, but 
there have been a few bright spots. Lei-
sure travelers have started to come back 

more quickly. And with more people 
fl ying private jets due to the pandemic, 
general aviation has also seen an uptick 
in business. But in all, those factors 
haven’t mitigated the severe impact of 
COVID-19.

“I would say that it’s been devastat-
ing,” Mr. Siegel said. “Worldwide in 
2020, you’re looking at a decrease in air 
travel probably in the 70% range. With-
out taking signifi cant measures in terms 
of your business model it’s diffi cult to 
survive long term when you’re talking 
about those types of declines. 

“I will say the CARES package, the 
federal government and the funds that 
they have provided airports has been 
critical to the survival of the airports. I 
can assure you we’re doing everything 
we can to make these funds last. We 
expect it to last about three years, and 
we’ll be very careful in how we use it. 

“It’s going to take a lot of patience, I 
think, and a lot of careful planning to 
recover from this. I think the industry as 
a whole is doing a phenomenal job with 
what we’ve been dealt. The number one 
thing, I believe, is getting the guests who 
want to come through our airports and 
travel, is getting them comfortable and 
confi dent in travel again, and that means 
keeping things clean.”

Janitorial staff disinfects public areas 
and cleans airline gate areas multiple 
times throughout each shift. Hand sani-
tizer stations and signage encouraging 
social distancing are seen throughout 
the airport. Masks are encouraged. The 
airport’s food and beverage businesses, 
a shuttle bus operator, and the airlines 
have taken their own precautions as 
well. 

RSW is considering if or how to move 
forward with a planned terminal expan-
sion project that has been put on hold. 
It is also going ahead with building a 
new control tower and other projects 
such as replacing passenger jet boarding 
bridges. 

In general, Mr. Siegel projects ahead 
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The East Atrium at Southwest Florida International Airport. In April, traffic came to a relative standstill with a count of 53,379 passengers compared to 1.1 million the year before. 
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Travelers check in at RSW.
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for the next fi ve years when planning 
airport operations. But the uncertainty 
due to how the pandemic will play out 
has made that impossible.

“Five-year plans and projections just 
don’t work right now,” he said.

At the same time, he sees traffi c com-
ing back to Southwest Florida faster 
than other parts of the country.

“I expect the passenger traffi c at RSW 
to come back at a pace that is great-
er than you’ll probably see on average 
throughout the country, because of our 
leisure market and the demand of visit-
ing friends and relatives coming to this 
area. So we’re expecting things to come 
back. I’m hopeful within a two-year 
period we’ll get back to normal. Could 
be sooner with a vaccine. But we’re just 
taking a very patient and calculated 
approach to this pandemic.”

■    ■    ■

PBI

 “The pandemic has changed 
how the public views 
the travel industry.” 

— Laura Beebe, PBI director 

The number of passengers at Palm 
Beach International Airport has grown 
steadily for the last decade and was on 
pace for continued record growth in 
January and February before the impacts 
of the pandemic. 

“PBI reached more than 7 million 
total passengers for 
the 12 months end-
ing February 2020, 
with more than 100 
departing fl ights per 
day to 37 destina-
tions,” said airport 
director Laura Beebe.

March is normally 
the busiest month of 
the year. But this year 

the number of passen-
gers dropped 47%, from 787,000 the year 
before to 416,000. In April the count was 
down by 96%. Passengers got on or off a 
plane 23,842 times in April at PBI com-
pared to 711,000 times the year before. 

In May and June, counts were off 
89% and then 75%, respectively, as pas-
sengers started to slowly come back. 
That didn’t last, however, because air-
lines reduced capacity in mid-July in 
response to a resurgence of COVID-19 
cases in the U.S., explained Ms. Beebe.

“The increase in COVID-19 cases and 
implementation of quarantine orders 
stalled the anticipated July capacity 
increases,” she said. “Currently, we have 
roughly 25% of our normal passenger 
traffi c.”

Passenger counts probably won’t 
come back in the near term, Ms. Beebe 
predicts. She and Punta Gorda Airport 
CEO James Parish both said that the 
effects of the pandemic may shrink the 
airline industry in the long term as well.

“COVID-19 has had a devastating 
impact on air travel,” she said. “The air-
line industry is likely to have a long and 
diffi cult road to recovery, which will 
impact all sectors of the economy.

“Unfortunately, the pandemic is likely 
to result in consolidation, so we may see 
a signifi cantly smaller airline industry in 
the future.”

The airport’s revenue streams are also 
thinner, with fewer passengers. To help, 
PBI was awarded $37 million in CARES 
Act grant funding and Airport Improve-
ment Project grant funding of approxi-
mately $1.7 million, said Ms. Beebe.

“Many of our revenue streams have 
diminished. For example, parking and 
concession revenues represent a sig-
nifi cant portion of our revenues. Fewer 
fl ights mean that fewer people are using 
the parking facilities, shopping in the 
stores, and dining in the restaurants. 
The CARES Act funding will ensure 
that we can continue to pay the on-going 
operations and maintenance cost of the 
airport system in the short term even 
though our revenue streams have been 
severely impacted.”

To mitigate the spread of COVID-
19, airport offi cials have put in place a 
plan for safety measures. That includes 
requiring facial coverings, making com-
plimentary masks available to travelers 
and closing nightly to allow janitorial 
staff time for additional cleaning and 
sanitation.

“The pandemic has changed how the 
public views air travel and the travel 
industry as a whole,” Ms. Beebe said. 
“To restore customer confi dence in 
the safety of air travel, the airline and 
airport industries have been forced to 
reevaluate the overall approach to serv-
ing our customers. Our primary focus 
has been on ensuring the health, safety 
and security of our customers, employ-
ees, airport partners and our local com-
munity. Airlines have adopted a similar 
approach.”

 It may be a long road to recovery, 
but the airport is looking toward future 

growth again, eventually. 
“We are expecting a slow recovery, 

which means we need to carefully man-
age our budget,” Ms. Beebe. “We are 
slowing our cash burn by delaying expen-
ditures and closing underutilized facili-
ties. We have reworked our capital plans 
to delay or eliminate projects and delay 
fi lling vacancies where possible. We are 
also managing our airline rate structure 
carefully to ensure that we remain com-
petitive as traffi c begins to increase.”

■    ■    ■

PGD

“We’re keeping our heads 
above water.” 

— James Parish, PGD CEO 

Over the last decade, Punta Gorda 
Airport has had the region’s highest 
growth rate, becoming a hub for low-
cost, nonstop vacation travel fl ights with 
Allegiant Air. Passenger counts for the 
fi rst few months of 
this year were on 
an upward trajec-
tory yet again before 
lockdowns began in 
mid-March. 

By early August 
traffic was down 
about 30% compared 
to the year before, 
cutting into PGD’s 
revenue. It depends 
on parking fees and rental cars as its 
major sources of income. 

Still, it has retained about 70% of 
its traffi c through the summer. That’s 
better than most airports have fared 
because PGD is primarily known for 
leisure travel, a segment that did rela-
tively well and has started to come back 
compared to international and business 
travel, said CEO James Parish.

 “At the end of the day we’re going to 

be in the black because we had such a 
good fi rst half of the year,” he said. “And 
we’re keeping our heads above water.”

Overall, Mr. Parish and other airport 
leaders across the region agreed that 
the effect of COVID-19 on air travel has 
been severe and will probably be long 
lasting. 

“It’s a disaster,” Mr. Parish said. “I was 
in this business during 9-11 and the 2008 
recession, and this is probably the most 
prolonged incident in modern aviation 
history that’s just kept the market and 
travel at a standstill.”

Some of Mr. Parish’s family members 
work in the air service industry, includ-
ing for Delta.  

“They’re going to be a much smaller 
airline at the end of the day,” he said. 
“And I think all the airlines are looking 
that way.”

At the same time, he thinks people 
who are staying in now will be ready 
to fl y once the pandemic situation is 
resolved. 

“I do think there’s a huge pent-up 
demand for travel and as soon as this is 
over we’re going to be at capacity,” he 
said. 

During the downturn, the airport is 
continuing to work on projects such 
as adding parking spaces and plans to 
expand the terminal to allow an indus-
trial park and general aviation facil-
ity. And PGD received $23.8 million as 
its share of the federal government’s 
CARES Act grants to help airports cover 
costs during the pandemic. 

The airport has also hired additional 
janitorial staff and put in place an inten-
sive cleaning campaign. And Allegiant 
requires that you wear a mask when face 
to face with their employees such as at 
the ticket counter.

“I can tell you we’re cutting costs 
where we can,” Mr. Parish said. “And 
we’re growing in areas that we see an 
opportunity to grow and benefi t the bot-
tom line. And then we’re always poised 
to get back on commercial aviation as 
soon as it picks back up.” ■
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Allegiant Air flies out of Punta Gorda Airport. The airport has retained about 70% of its traffic through the summer.
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In March, the number of passengers at Palm Beach International Airport dropped 47%.
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
ONGOING
Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and 
Mary Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Air-
port (visible only to passengers). 
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

A Fort Myers boat building 
company is considering a move 
to Charlotte County.

Commissioners on Tuesday 
will be asked to vote on an 
economic incentive package for 
Latitude Tournament Boats. 
The package offers $35,000 
in incentives if  the company 
opens a shop here.

The company is considering 
a location on industrial land 
at the Punta Gorda airport. 

The site includes a lake where 
the company could test float 
its boats. Latitude hand-builds 
boats for fishing.

Latitude says it would 
ultimately bring 15 jobs paying 
an average of  $43,330. This is 
15% above the average wage in 
Charlotte County. The county 
would pay the company $1,000 
per job.

Latitude also would build a 
20,000-square-foot manufactur-
ing facility costing an estimated 
$1.5 million. As an incentive to 
spend capital, the county would 
give Latitude $1,000 for every 
$100,000 it spent up to a max-
imum of  $20,00, payable upon 
occupancy.

Boat maker floats plan to build at PG airport
Commission to 

vote on economic 

incentive package

LATITUDE TOURNAMENT BOATS

Latitude Tournament Boats posted this picture of its handmade fishing vessel. The Fort Myers 
company is considering a move to Charlotte County at the Punta Gorda Airport. Commissioners 
will consider offering the company economic incentives to build and bring jobs to the county

I have good news for beer 
drinkers, bad news for red tide.

I read in the Tampa Bay
Times that the cracked kernels 
from barley used to make craft
beer have proven to kill red 
tide.

Seems it’s true, although I’m
sure there will be a lot more
experimentation needed.

Researchers got the idea that 
the used grains could release
molecules that prohibit the 
growth of  the nasty red tide. 
Their early experiments have 
shown the used grain does kill 
small amounts of  the organism 
in red tide. And even better 
news is that it kills them in just 
a few hours.

It’s like the flesh-eating 
nemesis of  red tide.

We don’t expect everyone 

will be dumping their barley
into the Gulf  anytime soon.
And I have my own doubts how 
successful this could be on a 
large scale. I mean, how much
beer would you have to drink to 
have enough spent grain to stop 
a red tide scourge like we had 
in 2018?

And there are still questions 
if  the red tide comes back, or if  

it is truly dead for good.
But it’s still great news 

because some scientist who is
a lot smarter than me might be 
able to figure out just what it is 
in that old barley residue that 
kills red tide.

While thinking about the
possibility of  killing red tide, 
I came up with some other 
questions. So, if  you’ll pardon 
me for asking:

• What happened to Charles
Manson’s cult after he and
his murderous cohorts were
arrested? Did they scatter to 
the wind? Did they reorganize? 
How many ended up in jail? 
I’m sure someone has written a
book about this.

• Can you name the tune from 
this lyric: “The bad guys know 
us and they leave us alone”? 

Hint: it was No. 1 on the charts.
• Is it true that no telephone 

directory in Southwest Florida 
lists newspapers anymore?
We’re not obsolete. Why not?

• Why are the cranes still up 
at the Sunseeker resort site? 
Could it be they hope to resume
construction sooner than 18 
months?

• Of  the five bidders wanting 
to develop the waterfront
site on Melbourne Street in
Charlotte Harbor, who do you
think has the best financial 
footing?

• Anything new on Lost 
Lagoon?

• Should the North Port City 
Commission start its budget 
cutting by eliminating raises?

• Have you been to a movie 
yet? I’m ready to return to the 

theater, but I’m waiting for a
really good blockbuster.

• Is this one of  the hottest 
summers you can remember?

• Will the passage of  
Amendment 2 on Nov. 3 really
cause layoffs? Or will it just 
mean we will have to pay
more for goods and services 
by raising minimum wage to 
(eventually) $15 an hour?

• Will a trip to the Smoky 
Mountains on Nov. 2 be too late 
to see the fall colors? I hope not.

• And finally, would the 
fella who used to make 
hushpuppies for the monthly 
fish fry at Christ Community 
United Methodist Church on 
Harborview Road send me his 
recipe? I really miss those fish
fries.

Well, well, well — look what can kill red tide

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

The sun glints off a red 
1932 GMC Confederate 
produce truck perched on the 
canopy. Inside, it’s a biker’s 
Disneyland.

Not just bikers, but anybody 
between the ages of  7 and 75 
will gawk at what they see in 
The Twisted Fork, even before 
they’re hit with the menu and 
music.

The Twisted Fork name? 
A double play on both eating 
implement and unfortunate 
biking circumstance.

Ask proprietor Bert 
Parsley about it all. He loves 

doing guided tours of  his 
new establishment at Bert’s 
(another Bert — King by name) 
Black Widow Harley-Davidson 
in Port Charlotte.

JUST IN TIME
It seems like we’ve been 

hearing about the Fork forever, 
but its grand opening this 
Labor Day weekend was, in 

fact, ahead of  schedule.
Last October, the 

contractor’s onsite project 
manager had reported, 
“We’re shooting for the end of
September.”

“But who’d have thought 
we’d go through a global 
pandemic while trying to open 
this place?” Parsley said.

The Twisted Fork is more 
than ready to deal with the 
new rules.

Social distancing isn’t even 
an issue with 5,200 square feet 
of  indoor dining, 3,600 square 
feet for an outdoor patio with 
garage doors and its own 
bar, and a half-acre covered 
pavilion for car shows, bike 
nights, bands, drive-in movies 
and private parties.

SEE BOAT, 3B

Straight scoop on The Twisted Fork

Owner premiers 

supercharged new 

restaurant

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SHAYNE WOLFE

The Twisted Fork held its family-and-friends soft opening. In the foreground is Bert Parsley’s gearhead epoxy bartop.

The Twisted Fork soft-opened to the public before its Labor 
Day weekend grand opening.

SUE WADE
The Scene

SEE SCOOP, 3B
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Funding for the 
incentive would be from 
a business recovery grant 
program implemented by 
commissioners in 2011.

Another boat company, 
Metalcraft Marine, considered 
moving to airport land from 
upstate New York in 2019. 
That deal was complicated 
by the fact that Metalcraft 
wanted to buy land that the 
airport was only allowed to 
lease, Economic Development 

Director Dave Gammon told 
the Sun earlier. He has said 
earlier that he has not heard 
from Metalcraft about whether 
they are still interested in 
moving here.

Gammon could not be 
reached for comment on 
whether Latitude wants to 
expand in this county or 
switch locations from Lee 
County.

Also up for decisions 
Tuesday:

• Approving the pass-
through of  a state grant of  
$611.5 million to Charlotte 
Behavioral Health Care for 
emergency generators and 

other resiliency related 
construction. The purpose is to 
ensure that the center, which 
serves the entire region, is not 
shut down by major storms 
and flooding. The center 
serves vulnerable clients that 
require daily medications and 
counseling as well as some 
residential services. During 
Hurricane Irma, the center 
was forced to close for 14 days, 
the application states.

“Behavioral Health and 
Substance Use treatment 
has very delicate protocols ... 
Interruptions of  treatments 
may also lead to jail, hospital 
admittance, or in some cases 

homicidal or suicidal actions,” 
the grant application states.

Charlotte County 
government is providing fiscal 
oversight of  the project.

• Approving the transfer of
13 affordable rental homes 
from the county to three local 
non-profits vetted for service 
to low income residents. The 
county has been planning to 
give these rental properties to 
social service agencies to get 
the county out of  the landlord 
business, Housing Director 
Colleen Turner said. The 
residents will have extensive 
case management from their 
new landlords.

Punta Gorda Housing 
Authority and Peace River 
Community Housing Partners 
are required to keep the 
properties as affordable 
rentals “in perpetuity.” A 
third non-profit, Community 
Supported and Assisted 
Living, is required to keep 
them affordable for at least 
20 years. They must rent only 
to low income tenants and 
they must submit annual 
reports ensuring property 
maintenance and eligible 
households.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Allegiant Air was called out on social 
media this week for crew members not 
adhering to the travel company’s inflight 
mask policy.

A video went viral on Twitter Monday 
showing a man — who was wearing a mask 
— being removed from an Allegiant flight 
leaving Punta Gorda Airport for allegedly 
asking a crew member to put their mask 
on.

Allegiant spokesperson Sonya Padgett 
told the Sun that the passenger “became 
disruptive during the pre-flight safety 
briefing.”

“Following the announcement, the 
passenger persisted in making threatening 
statements to the flight attendant to the 
point of  harassment,” Padgett said. “As the 
disruptive behavior continued, the decision 
was made to deplane the passenger. He was 
re-accommodated to a later flight.”

Padgett went on to say that the compa-
ny has had instances of  customers who 
are hard of  hearing or need to read lips 
requesting that a crew member briefly 
remove a mask for clarification.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant Air has recently come under 
fire for not being strict enough on its 
employees when it comes to their in-flight 
mask policy.

Allegiant  
boots man over 
mask request

Are crew members 

upholding mask policy?

SEE ALLEGIANT, 4A
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“Any incidents of  non-com-
pliance are reviewed and 
addressed on a case-by-case 
basis,” Padgett said.

The travel company’s policy 
requires passengers to wear 
masks “during all phases 
of  travel,” according to the 
company’s website.

It also requires crew mem-
bers “to wear a face covering 
at all times and gloves during 
inflight service.”

Some former passengers 
claim the company isn’t strict 
enough in enforcing the policy 

for crew members.
“@Allegiant how am I 

supposed to feel safe flying 
when my chatty Kathy flight 
attendant isn’t even wearing 
her mask properly and keeps 
taking it off?!? Safety first or 
last...?” wrote Jessie Kunkel in 
a Sept. 4 tweet.

Another Twitter user wrote, 
“Had to fly home this week 
and gave @Allegiant a try for 
their said safety priorities. 
Was that a joke — even the 
flight attendants didn’t wear a 
mask while giving the SAFETY 
INSTRUCTIONS. They also did 
not enforce mask wearing on 
the plane which went against 
their policy.”

“They have a history of  flight 
attendants not wearing masks. 
Google it. Badservice,” com-
mented Twitter user Jack Reed.

“If  passengers must wear a 
mask then the airline atten-
dants must wear masks,” wrote 
Cindy Kennedy. “The fact she 
didn’t wear one then threw 
the passenger off the jet who 
asked her about it...she should 
be fired. And this gentleman 
should sue this Airline & 
attendant. I hope he made it 
home safely.”

Allegiant earned a top rating 
for safety in an AirlineRatings.
com survey of  over 11,000 
serious incident reports from 
150 airlines since 2015.

That survey included a coro-
navirus compliance checklist 
for which Allegiant was listed 
to have met all the marks.

The COVID-19 compliance 
requirements, according to 
AirlineRatings.com, include:

• COVID-19 website informa-
tion and instructions

• Social distancing on
boarding

• Flight attendant Personal
Protection Equipment

• Face masks compulsory
• Meal service modified
• Passenger Sanitizer Kit
• Deep clean of  aircraft
“That surprises me after my

recent trip where I witnessed 
the flight attendant wear 

her mask below her nose for 
much of  the flight,” wrote 
Colleen Napora in response to 
an Allegiant tweet about the 
ranking.

An Allegiant representative 
responded to Napora’s Sept. 6 
tweet, writing “I’m very sorry 
to hear that happened, Colleen. 
We will share your photos with 
our team to address the issue. 
Thank you for bringing it to our 
attention!”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
ONGOING
Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary 
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (vis-
ible only to passengers). 
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New city manager sees bright future in Punta Gorda 
By DANIEL SUTPHIN Staff Writer Sep 12, 2020 Updated Sep 12, 2020 

Gregory Murray 
PHOTO PROVIDED 

PUNTA GORDA — With just a couple of weeks behind him officially on the job, new 
Punta Gorda Manager Gregory Murray is looking forward to getting his arms around 
all aspects of his new position as the city’s chief administrative officer. 

Murray is the first new city manager in 15 years, replacing longtime manager Howard 
Kunik, who will retire in October. 

In the meantime, Murray — a former county administrator for Washington County, 
Maryland — and Kunik are working together to make the transition as easy as 
possible for the city, its staff and its residents. 

What are your impressions of Punta Gorda so far? 

I’ve been here for a few weeks. I was able to be in the office a week before I (officially) 
started Aug. 24. I’ve had exactly the same first impressions as before — it’s a beautiful 
place with a lot of engaged residents and opportunities for people who live here 
(and want to move here). 

In what ways have you been working with Kunik? 

We’ve been able to visit with staff in City Hall and the annex building, as well as 
remote buildings like Public Safety (police and fire), utilities and public works ... 
others not in City Hall. The direction is all going to be very positive. 

How do you see the city being able to move forward while maintaining its 
historic, hometown, harborside feel? 

Obviously, there are challenges ahead considering COVID-19 and (future) 
developments. For business development, we have to be cognizant of attraction and 
retention especially with our small businesses that are struggling. 

In the past two years to date, we’ve had 201 single-family homes permitted, as well 
as eight duplex apartments and eight new commercial buildings. We do see things 
moving forward and all those are within the current requirements of land 
development regulations, zoning etc. So, while we see things continuing to progress, 
it is still in character of the city. 



There is a lot going on, but we are not starting from scratch. When you look at any 
place that is as well-managed as this one, there are going to be short-term and long-
term projects that have already been addressed and are moving forward that I can 
(now) step in and be a part of. 

Where do you see opportunity for growth, business and residential? 

As we move forward and we look at the opportunities that the city has, there are 
some areas on the outskirts such as toward the Punta Gorda Airport (among others). 

There are lots that we still have vacant (in the city limits) and they are filling up 
quickly. We have the single-family homes and large spaces like in the marketplace 
downtown that we want to see develop — based on the City Council’s goals and 
objectives — into something that is a positive feature for city residents and business 
expansion. 

Being a former county administrator, how do you see that experience helping 
the city when it comes to projects that involve the county? 

That is all very familiar territory. (You have to know) how to discuss those projects 
and get a decision on how to move forward, how they will be funded, what does it 
cost residents in and outside the city limits, and what are the challenges needing to 
be met. What are the benefits of the city and surrounding areas that have 
immediate concerns that need to be addressed. 

All of those answers, while not readily available, will be provided through upcoming 
meetings and discussions by the City Council on how to move forward and what the 
benefits of the city and surrounding areas that have immediate concerns will be 
addressed. 

It’s a long process but at the end of day, we will (all) come to a final decision on how 
to move those forward and the benefits to the city, county and state. 

With hurricane season still going, how do you feel your experience in 
Washington County can relate to storm preparedness and reaction in Punta 
Gorda? 

It was interesting to be able to go through the process on how the city prepares for a 
hurricane when there was a potential landfall threat (such as Laura in August). City 
staff is well-prepared for anything that happens from issuing notices, declaring a 
state of emergency, providing storm shutters on critical buildings to make sure 
everyone is safe and secure, as well as structures for departments from police and 
fire to other departments. 

We didn’t have hurricanes, so to speak, but we had tornadoes, major flooding and 
storms that would bring in multiple feet of snow where emergency services couldn’t 
even get around. I’m not unfamiliar with the need or process for detailed response 
plans and preparedness, (but) the city of Punta Gorda is well-prepared. 

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com 
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — With 
just a couple of  weeks behind 
him officially on the job, new 
Punta Gorda Manager Gregory 
Murray is looking forward to 
getting his arms around all 
aspects of  his new position as 
the city’s chief  administrative 
officer.

Murray is the first new city 
manager in 15 years, replacing 
longtime manager Howard 
Kunik, who will retire in 
October.

In the meantime, Murray — a 
former county administrator 
for Washington County, 
Maryland — and Kunik are 
working together to make the 
transition as easy as possible 
for the city, its staff and its 
residents.

What are your impressions of Punta 
Gorda so far?

I’ve been here for a few 
weeks. I was able to be in the 
office a week before I (officially) 
started Aug. 24. I’ve had exactly 
the same first impressions as 

before — it’s a beautiful place 
with a lot of  engaged residents 
and opportunities for people 
who live here (and want to 
move here).

In what ways have you been working 
with Kunik?

We’ve been able to visit with 
staff in City Hall and the annex 
building, as well as remote 
buildings like Public Safety 
(police and fire), utilities and 
public works ... others not in 
City Hall. The direction is all 
going to be very positive.

How do you see the city being able 
to move forward while maintaining 
its historic, hometown, harborside 
feel?

Obviously, there are 
challenges ahead considering 
COVID-19 and (future) 

developments. For business 
development, we have to be 
cognizant of  attraction and 
retention especially with our 
small businesses that are 
struggling.

In the past two years to 
date, we’ve had 201 single-
family homes permitted, 
as well as eight duplex 
apartments and eight new 
commercial buildings. We do 
see things moving forward 
and all those are within the 
current requirements of  land 
development regulations, 
zoning etc. So, while we see 
things continuing to progress, it 
is still in character of  the city.

There is a lot going on, 
but we are not starting from 
scratch. When you look at any 
place that is as well-managed 
as this one, there are going to 
be short-term and long-term 
projects that have already been 
addressed and are moving 
forward that I can (now) step in 
and be a part of.

Where do you see opportunity for 
growth, business and residential?

As we move forward and we 
look at the opportunities that 
the city has, there are some 
areas on the outskirts such 
as toward the Punta Gorda 
Airport (among others).

There are lots that we still 
have vacant (in the city limits) 
and they are filling up quickly. 

We have the single-family 
homes and large spaces like in 
the marketplace downtown that 
we want to see develop — based 
on the City Council’s goals and 
objectives — into something 
that is a positive feature for 
city residents and business 
expansion.

Being a former county 
administrator, how do you see that 
experience helping the city when it 
comes to projects that involve the 
county?

That is all very familiar 
territory. (You have to know) 
how to discuss those projects 
and get a decision on how to 
move forward, how they will 
be funded, what does it cost 
residents in and outside the 
city limits, and what are the 
challenges needing to be met. 
What are the benefits of  the 
city and surrounding areas that 
have immediate concerns that 
need to be addressed.

All of  those answers, while 
not readily available, will be 
provided through upcoming 
meetings and discussions 
by the City Council on how 
to move forward and what 
the benefits of  the city and 
surrounding areas that have 
immediate concerns will be 
addressed.

It’s a long process but at the 
end of  day, we will (all) come to 
a final decision on how to move 

those forward and the benefits 
to the city, county and state.

With hurricane season still going, 
how do you feel your experience in 
Washington County can relate to 
storm preparedness and reaction in 
Punta Gorda?

It was interesting to be able 
to go through the process on 
how the city prepares for a 
hurricane when there was a 
potential landfall threat (such 
as Laura in August). City staff 
is well-prepared for anything 
that happens from issuing 
notices, declaring a state of  
emergency, providing storm 
shutters on critical buildings to 
make sure everyone is safe and 
secure, as well as structures for 
departments from police and 
fire to other departments.

We didn’t have hurricanes, so 
to speak, but we had tornadoes, 
major flooding and storms 
that would bring in multiple 
feet of  snow where emergency 
services couldn’t even get 
around. I’m not unfamiliar 
with the need or process for 
detailed response plans and 
preparedness, (but) the city of  
Punta Gorda is well-prepared.

Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.
com

New city manager sees bright future in Punta Gorda
Murray: ‘There is 

a lot going on but 

we’re not starting 

from scratch’
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Gregory Murray

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

ARCADIA — Area 
residents hoping to 
speak out against 
phosphate mining 
company Mosaic at 
an upcoming DeSoto 
County public workshop 
are going to have to wait.

Due to coronavirus 
concerns, DeSoto 
County commissioners 

recently decided to delay 
Tuesday’s phosphate 
mining public workshop.

No new date has been 
set for what would have
been the third in a series 
of  meetings concerning 
Mosaic. Water quality 
was planned to be the 
focus.

The county had 
scheduled to hold the 
workshop at the Turner 
Agri Civic Center in 
Arcadia as opposed to 
the county commission 
chambers for better 
spacing of  attendees 
amid the pandemic.

“The Turner 

Center has not yet 
been opened to the 
public since the start 
of  COVID-19,” said 
County Spokesperson 
Tara Poulton. 
“(Commissioners) had 
concerns on opening 
it for this use. The 
postponement is just 
more of  a precaution 
than anything else.”

The workshops 
are part of  a dispute 
settlement from 2019 
between the county 
and Mosaic, and are 
intended to run until 
2023 when the fertilizer 
company plans to 
reapply for rezoning 
permits to mine 
phosphate in DeSoto.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

DeSoto delays water 
quality Mosaic workshop

COVID-19 

concerns cited,

no new date set

POLICE BEAT
The Charlotte County 

Sheriff’s Office reported the 
following arrests: 

Lydia Desiree Corker, 
24, Tampa. Charge: 
carrying a concealed 
weapon without a license. 
Bond: $1,500.

Larry Curtis Avant, 
21, homeless. Charges: 
possession of  a firearm 
by convicted felon and 
out-of-county warrant. 
Bond: $10,000.

William Preston Tice, 
33, 21000 block of  Calvin 
Lane, Port Charlotte. 
Charge: violation of  an 
injunction within 500 feet 
of  a school. Bond: none.

Alan Walter Scholz, 69, 
19000 block of  Midway 
Blvd., Port Charlotte. 
Charge: battery. Bond: 
$5,000.

Amanda Lynn 
Cicchetti, 33, 500 block 
of  Atwater St., Port 
Charlotte. Charge: 
battery. Bond: $2,500.

Christopher Allen 
Kast, 28, 3000 block 
of  Corning St., Port 
Charlotte. Charges: 
criminal mischief  more 
than $1,000 damage, and 
leaving the scene of  a 
crash involving injuries. 

Bond: $40,000.
Ronald Lamar Cole, 

51, 100 block of  Cole 
Brothers Drive, Placida. 
Charge: aggravated 
assault with a deadly 
weapon. Bond: $5,000.

Brandi Nicole Weiser, 
37, Orlando. Charge: out-
of-county warrant. Bond: 
$5,000.

Steffen Shepperd, 25, 
New Castle, Indiana. 
Charges: possession 
of  a controlled 
substance without a 
prescription, possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  marijuana 
less than 20 grams and 
carrying a concealed 
weapon without a license. 
Bond: $11,500.

Kevin Joseph 
Calderone, 29, Fort 
Myers. Charges: 
driving while license is 
suspended-third offense 
and failure to register 
a motor vehicle. Bond: 
$1,500.

Daniel Patrick Kain, 
39, Fort Myers. Charges: 
three charges of  grand 
theft of  property 
less than $5,000, two 
charges of  resisting law 
enforcement during 
retail theft, and failure to 

appear. Bond: $70,000.
Tyre Damian McNeal, 

19, Fort Lauderdale. 
Charges: possession of  
drug paraphernalia, 
possession of  marijuana 
less than 20 grams, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without a license, and 
out-of-county warrant. 
Bond: $3,000.

Pamela Dawn Peak, 51, 
8000 block of  Roosevelt 
St., Englewood. Charges: 
two counts of  possession 
of  a controlled substance 
without a prescription, 
two counts of  possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, 
and introduction of
contraband into a county 
detention facility. Bond: 
$9,000.

Kenneth Anthony 
Kresho, 48, 100 block of  
Orange St., Englewood. 
Charge: driving while 
license is suspended. 
Bond: $6,000.

The Punta Gorda Police 
Department reported the 
following arrest:

Juergen Karl Hartman, 
64, Ballston Spa, New 
York. Charge: DUI. Bond: 
$500.
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New aviation business wing in sight at Punta Gorda Airport 
 
By DANIEL SUTPHIN Staff Writer        Sep 17, 2020 
 

 
A rendering of Punta Gorda Airport’s new PGD AviEx center planned on the north side of the airport’s property. The 
new area is planned to house a new general aviation center, maintenance services, onsite flight schools and more. 
rendering PROVIDED 
 
PUNTA GORDA — A new aviation business wing is in the works at Punta Gorda 
Airport. 
 
Dubbed PGD AviEx, the expansion area is intended to house a new general aviation 
center, onsite flight schools, avionics and aircraft maintenance services and related 
training programs, among others. 
 
The project, which has been in the planning stages for around five years, will be 
located in what is currently a wooded area along Challenger Boulevard. 
 
“The concept is not new,” said PGD Communications Manager Kaley Miller during 
Thursday’s Airport Authority meeting. “The idea is to continue the growth in 
commercial air services (at the main passenger terminal) by relocating the existing 
fixed-based operator to the north side of the airport.” 
 
A FBO is a commercial enterprise that operates at an airport, providing services like 
fuel, parking and hangar space to the general aviation community. 
 
“This will allow the Bailey Terminal and airline facilities to expand in its current 
(location),” Miller said. 
 
The airport’s current business tenants, such as AirTrek, Arcadia Aerospace, Sarasota 
Avionics and Maintenance and other aviation-based businesses, will also have the 
opportunity to construct new facilities in the expansion area. 
 
Miller said the new space will also help with the flow of traffic for passengers at the 
Bailey Terminal because these “general aviation activities will be on the north side in 
the PGD AviEx.” 
 



At the center of PGD AviEx will be the airport’s new GA Center building, planned to 
house a restaurant and bar, community event space and leased office spaces, as well 
as FBO operations. 
 
“The public will get to enjoy the restaurant, bar and community space but, other 
than that, the expansion area is mainly for aviation-related businesses such as flight 
schools, pilots, charters ... things like that,” Miller told the Sun. 
 
“So if you are a pilot from anywhere in the state or in the country and you hear there 
is a new nice FBO with a restaurant, you will want to come and check it out,” Miller 
said. “That’s what they call the ‘100 Hamburger.’ The burger isn’t actually $100 but for 
you to get there ... the fuel for example. It’s a fun thing for pilots to do so it will be 
basically for private pilots, business charters and anyone who wants to get their 
plane serviced.” 
 
Miller said they would like to see the new development area built out over the next 
10 to 15 years. 
 
“The exact timing, however, will be determined by the interest level of private 
investors and companies wanting to locate there,” Miller said. “It could be sooner or 
it could take longer depending on the economic development environment.” 
 
 
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/new-aviation-business-wing-in-sight-at-punta-gorda-
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From: Charlotte County Florida Weekly <PuntaGordaFloridaWeekly@our-hometown.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 12:36 AM 
Subject: What's happening in and around Charlotte County this week - September 17, 2020 

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO 
By Staff | on September 17, 2020 

ONGOING 

Public Art – Charlotte Arts in Public Places offers free art exhibits by visual artists at these locations: 
Jim Hollenbeck at Charlotte County Administration, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte; Rosana 
Halprine at Cayo Costa Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary 
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (visible only to passengers). 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/what-to-do-where-to-go-471/ 

mailto:PuntaGordaFloridaWeekly@our-hometown.com
mailto:PuntaGordaFloridaWeekly@our-hometown.com
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/author/ohtadmin/
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

ONGOING
Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and 
Mary Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Air-
port (visible only to passengers). 
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By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

In two days, two people were killed 
in car crashes on Interstate-75 North in 
Charlotte County, according to Florida 
Highway Patrol.

Early Thursday morning, a 34-year-old 
was killed in a crash involving a pickup 
truck equipped with a street sweeper.

The North Port man was walking in 
the outside lane of  Interstate 75. The 
pickup truck equipped with a street 
sweeper was traveling northbound on 
Interstate 75 at mile marker 161 in the 
outside lane. The front of  the truck hit
the North Port man.

After the crash, the pedestrian was hit
by at least one other unknown vehicle, 
troopers say. He ultimately ended up in 
the inside lane of  northbound Interstate
75 around 3:47 a.m.

On Wednesday evening, a 46-year-old 
died in a crash on Interstate-75 North, 
FHP troopers say.

The Arcadia man, in an SUV, was 
driving north in the center lane on 
Interstate 75, south of  Jones Loop Road 
at mile marker 160.

A tractor trailer was traveling north in 
the outside lane, ahead of  the SUV, and
changed into the outside lane. The SUV 
driver failed to see the tractor trailer, 
according to FHP.

The front of  the SUV collided with the 
back of  the tractor trailer, and the SUV
was sent off the road to the right and fell 
into a watery ditch.

The Arcadia man was pronounced
dead at a local hospital.

Both crashes remain under investiga-
tion by FHP.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.com

By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — A new 
aviation business wing is in the 
works at Punta Gorda Airport.

Dubbed PGD AviEx, the 
expansion area is intended to 
house a new general aviation 

center, onsite flight schools, avi-
onics and aircraft maintenance 
services and related training 
programs, among others.

The project, which has 
been in the planning stages 
for around five years, will be 
located in what is currently a 
wooded area along Challenger 
Boulevard.

“The concept is not new,” 
said PGD Communications 
Manager Kaley Miller 
during Thursday’s Airport 
Authority meeting. “The idea 

By SUE ERWIN
STAFF WRITER

“It’s a wonderful
collaboration.”

That’s how Joe Sabatino ex-
plained the Farm to Families 
food distribution event on 
Thursday morning at Franz 
Ross Park in Port Charlotte.

Sabatino served as the
chairperson for the COAD 
food distribution program.

A partnership between St.
Vincent de Paul, area Lions
Clubs, GA Foods, Harry 
Chapin Food Bank and 
Cheney Brothers made the
event possible.

More than 40 volunteers 
distributed 1,344 boxes of
refrigerated food and 420 
boxes of  non-perishables to 
local food banks and families 
in less than two hours. 
The parking lot was set up 
strategically so that five cars

could receive food from five
different staging areas at the 
same time.

“We worked on the logis-
tics for weeks,” Sabatino
said as he directed volun-
teers to move pallets of  food.
“We made sure the local food
pantries received their boxes 

first, and then we served the
families.”

Cars were lined up to 
Veteran’s Boulevard to 
receive the free food.

Florence Bordes, a vol-
unteer from the St. Vincent 
de Paul, spent the morning 
directing vehicles through 

two drive-thru lanes.
“So many people are in 

need of  help right now, 
it just breaks my heart,” 
Bordes said. “I want to do 
my part to help in any way I
can ... it’s so humbling.”

By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD — Allan 
Schildknecht, a semi-retired 
businessman, had no idea 
about the vast needs in 
Englewood.

As a board member of
Englewood Animal Rescue 
Shelter, Schildknecht was 

active with critters, but 
thought it would be good to 
meet new people and learn 
more about Englewood.

He signed up for Leadership 
Englewood. The program 
is designed to educate local 
business leaders about the 
community and the societal 
and economic challenges 
it faces. One day a month, 
the group visits locations 
in Charlotte or Sarasota 
counties based on a theme 
including health care, tourism, 
education, nonprofits, arts and 
culture.

“For me, the biggest eye 
opener was learning the deep 
needs in this community 
during nonprofit day,” he 
said. “It was a wake-up call 
to see the need at different 
organizations. Living here, you 
don’t see it, but it’s here.”

At the end of  the day, class 
members gathered at the local 
Elk’s Lodge. They met more 
local nonprofit organization 
representatives.

“We decided our class 
project would help the Peace 

FHP: Two I-75 
crashes result 

in fatalities
A North Port man and 

an Arcadia man died,

troopers say

PROVIDED BY FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL

Early Thursday morning, a 34-year-old 
was killed in a crash involving a pickup 
truck equipped with a street sweeper.

New aviation business wing in sight at airport
Maintenance 

services, flight 

schools and more 

planned

RENDERING PROVIDED

A rendering of Punta Gorda Airport’s new PGD AviEx center planned on the north side of the 
airport’s property. The new area is planned to house a new general aviation center, maintenance 
services, onsite flight schools and more.SEE AIRPORT, 3B

Leadership Englewood fundraiser is Saturday
Group’s original 

plan was derailed 

by COVID-19

SUN PHOTO BY ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH

Leadership Englewood graduate Kathleen Jarosik is now the 
chair of the class of 2021 and Shane Whitmore is co-chair. The 
chamber is looking for applicants to make up the 2021 class.SEE SATURDAY, 3B

Uniting to feed a community
Food distribution 

event a big 

success

SUN PHOTOS BY SUE ERWIN

Chip Kunka, district governor for the Lions of Southwest Florida, loads a box of food into the back of a vehicle as 
Paddy Padmanabhan, president of the Venice Lions Club, passes along another at the Farm to Family food distribution 
event on Thursday morning in Port Charlotte.

COAD food distribution program chair Joe Sabatino (right) thanks Harry Chapin Food 
Bank delivery driver Jose Soto after unloading a truck filled with food.

SEE UNITING, 3B
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is to continue the growth in 
commercial air services (at the 
main passenger terminal) by 
relocating the existing fi xed-
based operator to the north side 
of  the airport.”

A FBO is a commercial 
enterprise that operates at an 
airport, providing services 
like fuel, parking and hangar 
space to the general aviation 
community.

“This will allow the Bailey 
Terminal and airline facilities 
to expand in its current (loca-
tion),” Miller said.

The airport’s current busi-
ness tenants, such as AirTrek, 
Arcadia Aerospace, Sarasota 
Avionics and Maintenance and 
other aviation-based business-
es, will also have the opportuni-
ty to construct new facilities in 
the expansion area.

Miller said the new space 
will also help with the fl ow of  
traffi  c for passengers at the 
Bailey Terminal because these 
“general aviation activities will 

be on the north side in the PGD 
AviEx.”

At the center of  PGD AviEx 
will be the airport’s new GA 
Center building, planned to 
house a restaurant and bar, 
community event space and 
leased offi  ce spaces, as well as 
FBO operations.

“The public will get to enjoy 
the restaurant, bar and commu-
nity space but, other than that, 
the expansion area is mainly 
for aviation-related businesses 
such as fl ight schools, pilots, 
charters ... things like that,” 
Miller told the Sun.

“So if  you are a pilot from 
anywhere in the state or in the 
country and you hear there is 
a new nice FBO with a restau-
rant, you will want to come 
and check it out,” Miller said. 
“That’s what they call the ‘100 
Hamburger.’ The burger isn’t 
actually $100 but for you to get 
there ... the fuel for example. 
It’s a fun thing for pilots to do 
so it will be basically for private 
pilots, business charters and 
anyone who wants to get their 
plane serviced.”

Miller said they would like to 
see the new development area 

built out over the next 10 to 15 
years.

“The exact timing, however, 
will be determined by the 
interest level of  private inves-
tors and companies wanting 
to locate there,” Miller said. 
“It could be sooner or it could 
take longer depending on 
the economic development 
environment.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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One of the Charlotte County airport’s goals is to put money in the 
bank for future 9/11s, pandemics and hurricanes. 

by: Grier Ferguson Sarasota-Manatee Editor 

Like many organizations facing the rollercoaster ride of the pandemic, Punta Gorda Airport in 

Charlotte County has shifted in several ways in recent months. 

Early on, it made a 10% across-the-board cut in expenses, Punta Gorda Airport CEO James 

Parish says. The airport made cuts in a variety of areas, from office supplies to buying less fuel. 

The airport furloughed one employee for a few months and has since brought him back. 

Another part-time employee was let go, and some operational staff was moved around to 

different positions. To keep up with increased cleaning demands, Punta Gorda Airport 

increased hours for janitorial employees. Parish says a big expense lately has been buying new 

equipment for janitors.  

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/grier-ferguson
delaney
Highlight



The airport has delayed some capital projects 

during the pandemic while it sped up others. A 

long-term parking expansion project was 

delayed for six months and just started 

recently, for example. It then sped up some 

runway work, trying to take advantage of a 

slower time. The airport is also working on a 

new General Aviation Center, a project that 

will include an aircraft ramp, hangars, parking, 

a restaurant and other improvements. 

Pandemic or not, a key to Punta Gorda 

Airport’s success is the performance of 

Allegiant Air, the main airline operating there. 

Allegiant recently announced two new nonstop routes from the airport to Chicago and 

Houston. For Allegiant or other airlines, Parish says the airport isn’t offering new discounts or 

incentives. “Our model is very inexpensive for the airlines,” he says. “Our incentive is in our 

model.” 

The airport also isn’t letting the pandemic stop its efforts to attract more airlines. “We’re going 

full bore at all the other airlines telling them how much money they can save here versus our 

neighbors,” Parish says. At a time when the airlines are in a crunch, he adds, Punta Gorda is 

hoping it will get some traction from airlines seeing the benefits of low costs. 

Travel at the airport is down now around 20% to 25% compared to last year. Parish expects to 

see a boost from holiday travel — one of the reasons the airport continued its long-term parking 

expansion project. 

Beyond this year, the airport is planning for 2021 and 2022 to be small growth years. Parish does 

think, though, that because the area is a leisure market, it will bounce back faster than 

markets more heavily weighted toward business travel. “The budget is fairly conservative for 

next year,” he says. “We put our terminal expansion planning on hold for a while. We just want 

to see how the industry shakes out.” 

To help secure a steady future, one of the airport’s goals is to put as much money in the bank as 

possible. Parish says, “So we have a war chest to get through future 9/11s, pandemics, 

hurricanes — all these things that hit us.” 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/punta-gorda-airport-pandemic 
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Editor’s note: Teri Ashley has enthusiastically offered the Charlotte County 
Chamber of Commerce weekly column space to incoming board president Justin 
Brand. Her regularly scheduled column will return next week. 

When Tony Smith, the current board president, approached me almost a year ago 
to become the president-elect of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, I 
was first stunned. 

I quickly became excited knowing that I could take all of my previous experience 
and knowledge that I have gained on the board for the past five years and 
transition that into the president’s role. 

Then suddenly everyone began facing a new reality and a new normal. As time passed and businesses began 
adapting, I started to look at our business community and noticed how we all came together to help one another, 
sharing tips and tricks, offering services and expertise to create signage, safety shields for many reception areas, 
changes in the way marketing is done and the increased use of social media to conduct business. 

It was at that moment that I was able to land on a slogan that I felt would be representative of the chamber and of 
the community, and that slogan will be introduced to our membership on Friday at the 95th Annual Luncheon. 

Throughout the 95-year history of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce, our county has experienced 
many triumphs and tragedies, and through it all our business community has reigned supreme. This last year has 
proven to be no different for many businesses. The chamber and business community needed to adapt quickly to 
many changes in business practices literally overnight. 

It has always been the focus and priority of the board of directors and chamber staff to remain the beacon and 
support for our local businesses. Through the course of this year, I am proud to say that our chamber has done just 
that by providing informational posts about businesses offering specific services, adapting to social media to 
provide networking opportunities, and keeping the business community apprised of the different financial 
assistance programs. 

Your chamber will continue to support our businesses with innovation fueled with caring. There has never been 
such an important time for chamber membership and for you to take advantage of all the benefits offered; the 
chamber is here to support the health and livelihood of businesses in Charlotte County. 

As the incoming president of the chamber, I want to build upon the strengths and leadership that Tony has 
demonstrated over the past year. I hope that everyone has had the opportunity to experience the new website and 
ChamberMaster that was rolled out this past year, as there are many more ways for you to be active within your 
membership. 

This allows you to take control of your business profile by updating your information and promoting your 
business services. This is your membership and the chamber is here to help you and your business take advantage 
of all the benefits such as: 
• Listed and linked with a map on our new website receiving thousands of views each year;
• Inclusion in our annual Community Guide and Membership Directory, which is distributed across the county,
and is available in both chamber offices, at the Punta Gorda Airport, and other high-visibility locations. To be

Justin Brand 
 



unveiled Friday, the 2021 edition will also be in digital magazine format to reach thousands of new residents, 
visitors and customers; 
• Inclusion in our weekly email newsletter, Business Online, which provides members the opportunity to submit a
paragraph of 90 words or less of advertising or announcements each week, and keeps you informed about various
chamber and community initiatives;
• Allowing us to continue working with our local, state and federal government entities to monitor the business
climate, building strategic partnerships with other organizations, and continuously working toward our mission to
advance the prosperity and general welfare of our business members and the community they serve.
• Attending optional seminars, luncheons, committee meetings and free business counseling;
• And your membership plaque and Better Business Bureau decal highlight that you are a credible and dedicated
business.

As we begin a new chamber year this week, and hopefully a year of less adversity, it is my goal that we keep the 
Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce in the forefront of our business community by providing more 
opportunities such as increased networking and including more ways for you to be involved to promote and 
expand your business through education. 

As you work toward building your businesses to become stronger than ever, just know that the Charlotte County 
Chamber of Commerce is here for you every step of the way. The local businesses in Charlotte County make up 
the backbone of our community. It is the support that our business community provides to different organizations 
and activities where we can see a more cohesive community develop together. 

Justin Brand is the incoming 2020/2021 board president of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce. He is 
the director of community engagement for the Charlotte Community Foundation. 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/column-incoming-board-president-to-keep-chamber-in-the-forefront/article_86c52b6c-0025-11eb-827e-
53100f34b8ac.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/column-incoming-board-president-to-keep-chamber-in-the-forefront/article_86c52b6c-0025-11eb-827e-53100f34b8ac.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/column-incoming-board-president-to-keep-chamber-in-the-forefront/article_86c52b6c-0025-11eb-827e-53100f34b8ac.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/column-incoming-board-president-to-keep-chamber-in-the-forefront/article_86c52b6c-0025-11eb-827e-53100f34b8ac.html
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Editor’s note: Teri Ashley has 
enthusiastically offered the 
Charlotte County Chamber of  
Commerce weekly column space 
to incoming board president 
Justin Brand. Her regularly 
scheduled column will return 
next week.

When Tony Smith, the 
current board president, ap-
proached me almost a year ago 
to become the president-elect of  
the Charlotte County Chamber 
of  Commerce, I was first 
stunned.

I quickly became excited 
knowing that I could take all 
of  my previous experience and 
knowledge that I have gained on 
the board for the past five years 
and transition that into the 
president’s role.

Then suddenly everyone 
began facing a new reality and 
a new normal. As time passed 
and businesses began adapting, 
I started to look at our business 
community and noticed how we 
all came together to help one 
another, sharing tips and tricks, 
offering services and expertise 
to create signage, safety shields 
for many reception areas, 
changes in the way marketing 
is done and the increased use 
of  social media to conduct 
business.

It was at that moment that 
I was able to land on a slogan 

that I felt would be representa-
tive of  the chamber and of  the 
community, and that slogan will 
be introduced to our mem-
bership on Friday at the 95th 
Annual Luncheon.

Throughout the 95-year 
history of  the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce, our 
county has experienced many 
triumphs and tragedies, and 
through it all our business com-
munity has reigned supreme. 
This last year has proven 
to be no different for many 
businesses. The chamber and 
business community needed to 
adapt quickly to many changes 
in business practices literally 
overnight.

It has always been the focus 
and priority of  the board of  
directors and chamber staff to 
remain the beacon and sup-
port for our local businesses. 
Through the course of  this 
year, I am proud to say that our 

chamber has done just that by 
providing informational posts 
about businesses offering spe-
cific services, adapting to social 
media to provide networking 
opportunities, and keeping the 
business community apprised 
of  the different financial assis-
tance programs.

Your chamber will continue 
to support our businesses with 
innovation fueled with caring. 
There has never been such an 
important time for chamber 
membership and for you to take 
advantage of  all the benefits 
offered; the chamber is here to 
support the health and liveli-
hood of  businesses in Charlotte 
County.

As the incoming president 
of  the chamber, I want to build 
upon the strengths and leader-
ship that Tony has demonstrat-
ed over the past year. I hope that 
everyone has had the opportuni-
ty to experience the new website 
and ChamberMaster that was 
rolled out this past year, as 
there are many more ways for 
you to be active within your 
membership.

This allows you to take 
control of  your business profile 
by updating your information 
and promoting your business 
services. This is your member-
ship and the chamber is here to 
help you and your business take 
advantage of  all the benefits 

such as:
• Listed and linked with a map

on our new website receiving 
thousands of  views each year;

• Inclusion in our annual
Community Guide and 
Membership Directory, which 
is distributed across the county, 
and is available in both chamber 
offices, at the Punta Gorda 
Airport, and other high-visi-
bility locations. To be unveiled 
Friday, the 2021 edition will also 
be in digital magazine format to 
reach thousands of  new resi-
dents, visitors and customers;

• Inclusion in our weekly
email newsletter, Business 
Online, which provides mem-
bers the opportunity to submit a 
paragraph of  90 words or less of  
advertising or announcements 
each week, and keeps you in-
formed about various chamber 
and community initiatives;

• Allowing us to continue
working with our local, state 
and federal government entities 
to monitor the business climate, 
building strategic partnerships 
with other organizations, and 
continuously working toward 
our mission to advance the 
prosperity and general welfare 
of  our business members and 
the community they serve.

• Attending optional seminars,
luncheons, committee meetings 
and free business counseling;

• And your membership

plaque and Better Business 
Bureau decal highlight that you 
are a credible and dedicated 
business.

As we begin a new chamber 
year this week, and hopefully a 
year of  less adversity, it is my 
goal that we keep the Charlotte 
County Chamber of  Commerce 
in the forefront of  our business 
community by providing more 
opportunities such as increased 
networking and including more 
ways for you to be involved 
to promote and expand your 
business through education.

As you work toward building 
your businesses to become 
stronger than ever, just know 
that the Charlotte County 
Chamber of  Commerce is 
here for you every step of  the 
way. The local businesses in 
Charlotte County make up the 
backbone of  our community. It 
is the support that our business 
community provides to different 
organizations and activities 
where we can see a more 
cohesive community develop 
together.

Justin Brand is the incoming 
2020/2021 board president of  
the Charlotte County Chamber 
of  Commerce. He is the director 
of  community engagement 
for the Charlotte Community 
Foundation.

Incoming board president to keep chamber in 

JUSTIN BRAND
Charlotte County  

Chamber of  Commerce

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office reported the following
arrests:

Nathan Dorman Burley, 30, 
1700 block of  Pine Ridge Court, 
Punta Gorda. Charge: criminal 
mischief  with more than $1,000
worth of  damage. Bond: $6,000.

Whisper Rain Parker, 24,
3500 block of  Adeline St., Punta 
Gorda. Charges: grand theft of  
motor vehicle, grand theft of  
property between $100 and $300
from dwelling and unarmed 
burglary of  an occupied dwell-
ing. Bond: $18,000.

Richard Martin Talbert, 55, 
homeless of  Port Charlotte. 
Charges: DUI, refusal to submit
to testing and knowingly 
driving with a suspended or
revoked license. Bond: $6,000.

Jessica Cody Marie 
Richardson, 30, 1400 block of  
Kenesaw St., Port Charlotte. 
Charges: possession of  a 
controlled substance without
a prescription, possession of
marijuana and possession or 
use of  drug paraphernalia. 

Bond: $11,000.
James Robert Koch, 25,

homeless of  Port Charlotte. 
Charges: possession of  marijua-
na, driving with a suspended
license, possession of  a 
controlled substance without
a prescription and possession
or use of  drug paraphernalia. 
Bond: $15,000.

Rosendo Ronald Valdes, 60, 
2200 block of  Aaron St., Port 
Charlotte. Charge: driving with
a suspended license. Bond: $100.

Monica Lee Decker, 48, 2200 
block of  Hayworth Road, Port 
Charlotte. Charge: DUI. Bond: 
$2,500.

The Sarasota County Sheriff’s
Office reported the following
arrests:

Larry Steven Boydstun, 19, 10 
block of  Clemson Road, Venice.
Charge: violation of  probation. 
Bond: none.

Jennifer Lyne Ducey, 49, 4600
block of  Hegira St., North Port. 
Charge: driving with a suspend-
ed license. Bond: $100.

Tammy L. Segraves, 51, 

100 block of  Kenwood Ave., 
Nokomis. Charges: three counts
of  aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon without intent
to kill. Bond: $7,500.

The Sarasota Police Department 
reported the following arrest:

Matthew Ryan Dunlap, 29,
2100 block of  Zuyder Terrace,
North Port. Charge: DUI. Bond: 
$120.

The North Port Police Department
reported the following arrest:

Keith T. Jackson, 46, 2500 
block of  Magnolia Circle, North 
Port. Charge: domestic battery
by touch or strike. Bond: $1,500.

The Venice Police Department 
reported the following arrests:

Zachary Martin Johnson,
27, 4900 block of  Bonita Road,
Venice. Charges: possession 
of  a weapon or ammunition
by a Florida convicted felon,
possession of  a controlled
substance without a prescrip-
tion, possession of  marijuana 
and possession or use of  drug 
paraphernalia. Bond: $10,000.

Rondell Taylor, 32, 300 block

of  Scott St., Nokomis. Charge: 
possession of  harmful new
legend drug without a prescrip-
tion. Bond: $120.

Ronald Anthony Sonsini, 32, 
of  Cleveland, OH. Charge: DUI. 
Bond: $120.

The Florida Highway Patrol of
Venice reported the following arrest:

Brian Keith Givens, 38, 400 
block of  Shamrock Blvd.,
Venice. Charge: operating a
motor vehicle without a valid
license. Bond: $120.

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s
Office reported the following
arrests:

Samuel Bienaime, 33, 600
block of  Madison Ave., Arcadia. 
Charges: battery by touch or
strike and four counts of  failure
to appear. Bond: $5,500.

Corey Darnell Brady, 31, 700
block of  N. 17th Ave., Arcadia. 
Charge: arrest on out of  county 
warrant. Bond: none.

Marcus Daniel Davis, 26, 200
block of  Denver Drive, Port 
Charlotte. Charge: arrest on out
of  county warrant. Bond: none.

Clayton S.Q. Kersey, 33, 1200 
block of  S.W. 5th Ave, Arcadia. 
Charges: fraud, illegal use of  
credit cards; possession of  a 
controlled substance without
a prescription and grand theft. 
Bond: $4,500.

Joshua David Lee, 38,
homeless of  Arcadia. Charge: 
trespass, failure to leave
property upon order by owner. 
Bond: $500.

Sir Cedric Cloroin Thomas,
19, 200 block of  Macon Road,
Arcadia. Charges: arrest on out
of  county warrant; aggravated 
assault with a deadly weapon
without intent to kill; weapon
offense, missile into dwelling,
vehicle, building or aircraft;
and carrying a concealed weap-
on, firearm. Bond: $41,000.

Cindy Marie Vanduyl, 69, 100
block of  Harris Road, Arcadia. 
Charge: battery on officer, 
firefight or EMT. Bond: $2,000.

Compiled by Daniel Sutphin

POLICE BEAT

READERS ASK, WE ANSWER 

“I saw your article this morning on New 
York food choices and had a few questions. 
Have you heard of any plans for an Italian
bakery? I can’t believe no one has thought 
this through. My wife and I are from the Bronx 
and miss going to an Italian bakery so much.
Next, if you wanted a New York-style pastrami
sandwich, where would you go? Finally, are
you familiar with Paesano’s in Cape Coral?
They sell Italian specialty items. Does this 
area have anything like this?” — John Fleming

We do, actually, have a great little 
Italian bakery — Nino’s, on Cooper 
Street, off Aqui Esta in Punta Gorda. 
The owner and his wife are from
families who owned Italian bakeries on
opposite sides of  Brooklyn. They’re both
from generations of  bakers with roots in 
Naples and Sicily.

Paesano’s Italian Market looks
unequaled, but in Port Charlotte, Pik N 
Run Pizza City at Peachland and Forrest
Nelson has a good little Italian market. 
And there’s a larger one, with New York
owners, across U.S. 41 from Gatorz: 
B&G Italian Deli & Meat Market, which

makes not only a real New York pastra-
mi sandwich but also Italian pastries.

“Might I dare to suggest you insert a 
comment on whether a place practices
healthy conditions, i.e, staff wearing masks
consistently, tables distanced, adherence to
no group gatherings and the like. We’ve tried
some of your great suggestions and found 
both extremes. One place, when asked about
nonadherence, unfortunately, had the attitude
of “If you don’t like it, go somewhere else,” 
which is their right. Yet it demonstrates a lack 
of concern to both staff and customers.”  
— Stan Kupuchinski

I’ve considered it, Stan, and have 
no doubt that some diners would feel 
comforted by a COVID-19 Consciousness
rating.

Including one would avoid diners’ do-
ing their own anonymous policing and 
reporting to the Florida Department of  
Business and Professional Regulation.
The unintended consequence of  their 
reports? DBPR inspectors have been 
overwhelmed with callbacks where 
they must complete a full inspection in 
response to each complaint.

However, evaluating each eatery on a 
checklist of  potentially a dozen mea-
sures, many of  them open to interpre-
tation and politicization — from tem-
perature checks and 6-foot distancing to

customer mask enforcement — is more
the responsibility of  an inspector than 
of  a restaurant news reporter.

Most important, such a rating would
likely end up being inaccurate. Unlike
pricing, phone numbers and hours of
operation, COVID-19 measures can
change suddenly — for better or worse
— overnight.

“My workplace is planning on having a race 
event in January 2021 and we’re thinking 
about having a food truck on the premises. 
I did some searching online but didn’t have 
much luck.” — Diane Peterson

The best resource I can think of, 
Diane, is the SWFL Food Truck Depot 
Facebook group. Once you join, you can 
scan the posts to see who’s active in the 
area or post about your event, asking
for food trucks that might want to be
there. If  your workplace and the race 
are sizeable enough, you might get a lot 
of  takers.

THEY’RE BACK!
One door closes, another one opens.
In these days of  temporary and 

permanent COVID-19 closures, local 
patrons find themselves in perpetual 
mood swings. Englewood’s W. Dearborn 
Street alone swung between tears, after 
Dennis Parks and Nicole Gorman sold 

their two-year-old Irving’s Coffee &
Creamery, and joy that Zeke’s Uptown 
Bar & Grill was open again.

Venice’s Blu’ Island Bistro is also 
changing hands. Chef  Alan Laskowski
announced that new owners Mike and 
Nanci will reopen the award-winning 
breakfast/brunch spot on Oct. 6,
unchanged.

Other restaurants to emerge from
lockdown since our last update in late 
July:

Burg’r Bar, Punta Gorda; Ephesus 
Mediterranean Grill, Port Charlotte;
Libee’s Sports Bar & Grill, Englewood, 
now operating as a food truck at 1859 
Englewood Road; The Living Room, 
Venice; Mint Thai Cuisine, Punta
Gorda, open for dinner; The Perfect
Caper, Punta Gorda; Spinnaker Café,
Englewood; and Yummies Donuts,
Venice, now open Thursday 6:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday to 
5:30 p.m., Sunday to 2:30 p.m.

Send restaurant and bar news and 
recommendations to columnist Sue Wade 
at suewade47@aol.com.

Average price ranges are $ = inexpensive 
(under $10), $$ = moderate ($11-$30), and
$$$ = pricey (over $30), including tip and
beverage.

OPENINGS
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“It’s like a special Sunday 
car,” he said, strolling World 
Holiness Center grounds in 
low-cut Chuck Taylors, looking 
about from behind round 
tortoiseshell glasses.

“It has red leather seats,” 
meaning the nearly vintage car 
oozed old-school style.

It’s tough getting your arms 
around the World Holiness 
Center. There are people 
around … but they seem to 
vanish as quickly as they 
appear. In walks a Russian 
celebrity, Moses Strizhaus, a 

tall and dignified man working 
with something called Russian 
American Media. His title is 
Corporate MC. He’s in North 
Port on retreat.

As Strizhaus leaves the 
comfortable library where 
his host chooses to share his 
story, pool water spills from 
a nearby spa and a pair of
Italian Mastiffs rest alongside 
the water.

Bazalev explained the 
World Holiness Center is 
more European in nature,
more like a monastery with 
fewer rules. The bottom line, 
however, is the Christian 
undertone. Bazalev, who is 57, 
is a Nazarene Protestant from 
Russia, where such things 

weren’t tolerated. It was a 
place where priests went to 
gulags.

Bazalev, he shared, was a 
piano prodigy. He would use 
those abilities in his 20s to lead 
a musical quartet that brought 
him to Connecticut, then 
Chicago, where he has a home. 
He met the Rev. Billy Graham, 
performed for Russians on 
Death Row. He had also served 
with the former Soviet Army
… in Siberia.

Bazalev regularly travels 
to North Port to lead Sunday 
services, or to accept 
ceremonial gifts from a Native
American named Joseph 
Brings Plenty.

Bazalev has advanced 

degrees from the Moody 
Bible Institute and Loyola 
University-Chicago, other 
sidetracks into a paralegal 
training. He had also studied 
at the L’Abri community 
in Switzerland, which was 
founded by the American 
evangelical Francis August 
Schaeffer. He is married with 
two daughters.

After a series of  very 
interesting and sometimes 
strange stories, suddenly Mark 
Bazalev’s World Holiness 
Center comes into clearer 
focus. He becomes the Rev. 
Dr. Mark Bazalev, the center’s 
heartbeat, its intellectual 
foundation. He invites deep 
thinkers, those trying to 

understand human nature,
working for a better society.

“We follow the teachings of  
Jesus,” he said in summarizing 
the center’s nucleus while 
munching little Chinese 
peaches plucked from a World 
Holiness Center tree.

“Mark,” said Regina 
Melman, a former Ukrainian 
living in North Port and 
hosting a Russian-language 
program on WKDW 97.5 FM, 
“is one of  the very good people 
other people need to know.”

Email: craig.garrett@yoursun.
com
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https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-extends-service-from-region-to-boston-chicago-
and-houston 

Allegiant is extending service nationwide on select routes through the spring. 

by: Business Observer Staff 

Low-cost airline Allegiant has announced plans to extend 29 seasonal nonstop routes 
through spring 2021 across its national network. The extensions, from February through 
April, include two routes to Punta Gorda and one to Sarasota-Bradenton. 

The Punta Gorda routes, to the Charlotte County airport under the call letters PGD, are 
to William P. Hobby Airport in Houston and Chicago Midway International Airport, 
according to a statement. The other extension is the flight between Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport and Boston Logan International. Each extended route is scheduled 
to operate multiple times per week, the release adds. 

Las Vegas-based Allegiant, a leader in low-cost airline service, flies more than 450 
routes across the United States, connecting customers in small to medium-sized cities 
with larger destinations. The airline is the carrier airline at three airports in the region: 
Punta Gorda, Sarasota-Bradenton and St. Pete-Clearwater International. 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/business-observer-0


Out-of-Market Press Coverage 



An Allegiant Air passenger was removed from his flight Monday over a mask dispute – but not the kind 
we've become accustomed to reading about during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The man was removed from Flight 1682 bound for Portsmouth, New Hampshire, before it left Punta 
Gorda Airport in southwest Florida Monday after reportedly interrupting the flight attendant's safety 
briefing to ask her to put her mask back on. 

"A passenger became disruptive during the pre-flight safety briefing," Allegiant spokesperson Hilarie 
Grey told USA TODAY. "Following the announcement, the passenger persisted 
in making threatening statements to the flight attendant, to the point of harassment."   

Fox News and industry news site PaddleYourOwnKanoo.com reported the flight attendant removed her 
mask to complete the safety briefing after other passengers complained they couldn't make out what she 
was saying and then put it back on immediately after finishing her announcement. The man reportedly 
asked her to put her mask back on during the briefing, and Grey characterized his behavior as 
"continued harassment directed at an Allegiant crew member."

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/18/american-airlines-passenger-kicked-off-plane-not-wearing-face-mask/3212619001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/18/american-airlines-passenger-kicked-off-plane-not-wearing-face-mask/3212619001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/08/21/delta-bans-osama-bin-laden-shooter-refusing-wear-mask/3407415001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/08/21/delta-bans-osama-bin-laden-shooter-refusing-wear-mask/3407415001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/08/21/delta-bans-osama-bin-laden-shooter-refusing-wear-mask/3407415001/
https://www.foxnews.com/us/allegiant-air-passenger-removed-for-disrupting-flight-after-allegedly-asking-flight-attendant-to-wear-face-mask
https://www.foxnews.com/us/allegiant-air-passenger-removed-for-disrupting-flight-after-allegedly-asking-flight-attendant-to-wear-face-mask
https://www.paddleyourownkanoo.com/2020/09/08/allegiant-chucks-passenger-off-plane-for-asking-flight-attendant-to-put-face-mask-on/
https://www.paddleyourownkanoo.com/2020/09/08/allegiant-chucks-passenger-off-plane-for-asking-flight-attendant-to-put-face-mask-on/


According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "Masks are recommended as a simple 
barrier to help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other people when the 
person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice." 

In video following the incident obtained by USA TODAY, an airline station agent tells the man he needs 
to leave the plane or law enforcement will be called. Some other passengers can be heard grumbling 
things like, "Oh c'mon" and "This is ridiculous."  

The passenger asked to take his case up with the captain as he was led off the plane, saying, "I just asked 
somebody to put on their face mask. That's all I did." 

Grey said that after the man continued his "disruptive behavior, "the decision was made to deplane the 
passenger," noting that interfering with a crew member is an FAA violation. "He was re-accommodated 
to a later flight." 

American Airlines pilot asks DOT to mandate masks:  Airline passengers are finding 'creative 
ways' to remove face coverings 

Allegiant's mask policy requires that all passengers wear face coverings except children under 2 years of 
age or those who can present documentation of a medical problem at least one hour prior to departure. 

"Face coverings may be briefly removed to eat or drink, but otherwise must be worn at all times 
including at the ticket counter and gate, during boarding and while onboard the aircraft," the airline's 
rule says. 

Grey said Allegiant's policy also applies to crew members on duty. However, they are allowed to remove 
them to eat or drink, though it's preferred they do so in a galley or break area that is generally free of 
passengers.  

"We have also had a few instances of customers who are hard of hearing or need to read lips requesting 
that a crew member briefly remove a mask for clarification," she added. "Any incidents of non-
compliance are reviewed and addressed on a case-by-case basis." 

Grey did not specify how long the flight attendant's mask was off. 

Allegiant did not require passengers to start wearing masks until July 2, two months after most other 
U.S. airlines put mask requirements in place. 

Some Allegiant passengers were dismayed by the airline being late to the party. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/07/09/american-pilot-union-says-passengers-finding-creative-ways-remove-masks-urges-federal-mandate/5405249002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/07/09/american-pilot-union-says-passengers-finding-creative-ways-remove-masks-urges-federal-mandate/5405249002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/07/09/american-pilot-union-says-passengers-finding-creative-ways-remove-masks-urges-federal-mandate/5405249002/
https://www.allegiantair.com/going-distance-health-safety
https://www.allegiantair.com/going-distance-health-safety
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/2020/04/30/coronavirus-temperature-scans-and-masks-here-stay-airports/3056659001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/2020/04/30/coronavirus-temperature-scans-and-masks-here-stay-airports/3056659001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/2020/04/30/coronavirus-temperature-scans-and-masks-here-stay-airports/3056659001/


In June, Indianapolis attorney Vernon Petri voiced concerns and then walked off his Allegiant flight to 
Florida after he saw unmasked passengers and crew and and no seats were blocked for social-distancing 
purposes as some other airlines are doing. 

“Well, I picked up my baggage and I walked off the plane and went home," Petri told The Indianapolis 
Star, part of the USA TODAY Network. "I missed the whole vacation time.”  

'I walked off the plane':  Travelers irked by inconsistent face mask use amid coronavirus pandemic 

 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/09/08/allegiant-passenger-removed-after-asking-crew-put-face-mask-back/5744901002/ 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/08/20/delta-airlines-block-middle-seats-through-jan-6-coronavirus-pandemic-safety/5615602002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/08/20/delta-airlines-block-middle-seats-through-jan-6-coronavirus-pandemic-safety/5615602002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/06/30/coronavirus-airline-travelers-irked-inconsistent-use-face-masks/3284063001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/09/08/allegiant-passenger-removed-after-asking-crew-put-face-mask-back/5744901002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2020/09/08/allegiant-passenger-removed-after-asking-crew-put-face-mask-back/5744901002/


  
 
Public Safety 
 

Man who asked flight attendant to put mask on kicked off 
Allegiant flight to NH 

 
By Kimberley Haas Union Leader Correspondent   Sep 9, 2020 Updated Sep 10, 2020 
  

 Courtesy 
According to the 2019 Airline Water Study released by DietDetective.com and CUNY, water served by Allegiant and Alaska Airlines scored the 
highest quality rating. 
 
A man who allegedly became disruptive after asking his flight attendant to put her face mask back on during a 
pre-flight safety briefing was removed from an Allegiant airplane headed toward Portsmouth on Monday. 
 
The man had boarded Flight 1682 at Punta Gorda Airport in Florida when the incident happened. Allegiant did not 
disclose on Wednesday whether or not he was a New Hampshire resident. 
 
According to airline spokeswoman Sonya Padgett, the man “persisted in making threatening statements to the 
flight attendant, to the point of harassment.” 
 
The incident was caught on video that was obtained by USA Today. Other passengers could be heard saying, 
“Oh, come on” and “This is ridiculous” during the confrontation, where the flight attendant asked the man to leave. 
Both parties were wearing masks at the time the video was taken. It was reported by USA Today that the 
attendant removed her mask to complete the safety briefing after other passengers complained that they could 
not understand what she was saying. 
 
Padgett said interfering with a crew member in a disruptive manner is a violation of Federal Aviation 
Administration regulations. 
 
“As the disruptive behavior continued, the decision was made to deplane the passenger. He was re-
accommodated to a later flight,” Padgett said. 
 
Padgett explained that under the airline’s facemask policy, customers are required to wear face coverings during 
all phases of travel, including at the ticket counter, in the gate area and for the duration of the flight. They may be 
removed to eat or drink during a flight and the airline provides single-use masks and cleansing wipes for 
passengers. 
 
Padgett said their policy for team members, including station staff as well as crew members, is to wear face 
coverings while on duty. They have the same consideration as passengers when it comes to briefly removing 
them for eating and drinking, which is generally done in a gallery or break area to avoid interaction with 
passengers, she said. 
 
“We have had a few instances of customers who are hard of hearing or need to read lips requesting that a crew 
member briefly remove a mask for clarification. Any incidents of non-compliance are reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis,” Padgett said. 
 
Allegiant is currently flying from Portsmouth to Orlando Sanford International Airport as well as Punta Gorda in 
Florida. 
 
https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/man-who-asked-flight-attendant-to-put-mask-on-kicked-off-allegiant-flight-to-
nh/article_3bf7be2c-c428-506e-8c6d-28625950c448.html 

https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety
https://www.unionleader.com/users/profile/Kimberley%20Haas
https://www.unionleader.com/users/profile/Kimberley%20Haas
http://dietdetective.com/
http://dietdetective.com/
https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/man-who-asked-flight-attendant-to-put-mask-on-kicked-off-allegiant-flight-to-nh/article_3bf7be2c-c428-506e-8c6d-28625950c448.html
https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/man-who-asked-flight-attendant-to-put-mask-on-kicked-off-allegiant-flight-to-nh/article_3bf7be2c-c428-506e-8c6d-28625950c448.html
https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/man-who-asked-flight-attendant-to-put-mask-on-kicked-off-allegiant-flight-to-nh/article_3bf7be2c-c428-506e-8c6d-28625950c448.html
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