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No hidden agenda for 
Vanessa Oliver
Editor:

I support and will vote for Vanessa 
Oliver to represent our community 
on the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority Board. Vanessa has expe-
rience running a successful busi-
ness, is a well-respected attorney 
and a community leader. Vanessa 
has fostered positive relationships 
with our public schools, nonprofits, 
legislators, as well as county and 
city government leaders. She can 
leverage her local relationships to 
bring regional and national atten-
tion to Charlotte County and will 
promote new opportunities at PGD.

In response to recent comments in 
this section, this race has nothing to 
do with the very narrow victory the 
incumbent had over me (a political 
newcomer) in the election two years 
ago. As it was in 2018, there is not a 
conspiracy or hidden agenda.

Vanessa Oliver’s intentions come 
from her love for this community 
and her dedication to fostering 
economic growth that will benefit 
future generations to come. Let’s 
grow aviation jobs, workforce 
training for aircraft mechanics, pilot 
training, airline growth and federal 
funding for infrastructure improve-
ments. Vanessa is a proven leader 
and is what is best for Charlotte 
County during this difficult time 
and beyond. Get to know Vanessa at 
OliverforPGD.com.

Julie Price
Punta Gorda
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Oliver has skills  
to grow the airport
Editor:

Based on an FDOT study 
the airport is a community 
asset with an economic impact 
of  $1.275 billion, credited for 
providing over 12,392 jobs 
and over $418,000 in payroll 
you need someone with the 
knowledge and business skills 
needed for the job. Venessa 
Oliver possesses those skills.

Oliver holds degrees in 
economics and law and 
has worked as a practicing 
attorney. In addition to this 
she is involved in running 
the family business including 
expanding the company’s 
operations. It is these skills 
and experience that make her 
the best choice for the airport. 
She fully understands the 
airport’s business model and 
the importance of  continuing 
to operate in the cost effective 
and efficient manner that has 
allowed the airport to become 
the economic driver it is.

Oliver also has an 
exceptionally large stake in 
the community, she is raising 
her family here and has a 
vision for the future of  our 
community.

Oliver was recently endorsed 
by the local Building Industry 
and Realtor Associations as a 
candidate “that supports smart 
growth and will be leaders for 
positive change to our local 
economy.” I too am endorsing 
Vanessa Oliver as the best 
qualified candidate for today 
and the future of  the airport.

Paul Andrews
Commissioner Charlotte  

County Airport Authority
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Starr is not a 
political wannabe
Editor:

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority is an 
important governing body, 
deserving of  the most sincere 
and dedicated people willing 
to serve in the best interests 
of  the county. In the past, the 
Airport Authority has been 
seen as an entry level stepping 
stone position for those 
who have greater political 
aspirations in Charlotte 
County instead of  serving the 
needs of  the airport.

One former county 
commissioner, Robert 
Skidmore, comes to mind as 
having gotten his start there. 
I can only surmise that Julie 
Price had this objective in 
mind in the last election, and 
is also what is motivating 
Vanessa Oliver now as a way to 
follow in her father’s political 
footsteps.

Bob Starr is a proven leader 
with the utmost integrity, 
and can be trusted to act on 
behalf  of  the taxpayers to 
enhance one of  our largest 
assets, the Punta Gorda 
Airport. Bob’s track record 
as an effective former county 
commissioner and commission 
chairman aptly demonstrates 
his ability to achieve the 
goals of  maximizing the use 
of  the millions of  dollars in 
state and federal grants while 
developing existing airport 
assets to improve the revenue 
stream.

We need a proven leader 
more than any political 
wannabes representing 
District 1. Vote for Bob Starr — 
you won’t be disappointed.

Peter J. Watson
Port Charlotte
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When you see these friendly pups with their handlers in purple polo shirts, don't hesitate to 
come say hello. Keep in mind that the dogs wil l be in the secure departures area with 
passengers that have cleared security for most of their visit. 

A therapy dog is a dog trained to provide affection and comfort to people in a variety of 
locations and situations from hospitals, nursing homes, schools, hospices, disaster areas, 
children advocacy centers and airports like PGD. 

Currently, over 20 airports across the United States have therapy dog programs. 
#AirportTherapyDogs www.flypgd.com/dogs/ 

Also check out other Sports Events in Punta Gorda, Nonprofit Events in Punta Gorda. 
Tickets 

Tickets for K-9 Comfort Crew Visits Bailey Terminal can be booked here. 
Get Tickets

Event Photos 
There is no photo available at this moment 

Hosted By 

 Punta Gorda Airport 
Follow  Contact 

About The Host: Punta Gorda Airport offers nonstop commercial fl ights with Allegiant and 
services the General Aviation community. For advertising opportunities at the terminal, 
contact alanczki@lamar.com or (941) 473-2800. 
Website Link: http://www.flypgd.com 

Nearby HotelsPunta Gorda Airport, 28000 A-1 Airport Road, Punta Gorda, United States 

https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal/200020051855845 

August 1, 2020

https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda-fl/sports?ref=ep_desc_also
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda-fl/sports?ref=ep_desc_also
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda-fl/nonprofit?ref=ep_desc_also
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda-fl/nonprofit?ref=ep_desc_also
https://www.flypgd.com/dogs
https://www.flypgd.com/dogs
https://allevents.in/org/punta-gorda-airport/14075893
https://allevents.in/org/punta-gorda-airport/14075893
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal/200020051855845
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal/200020051855845
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal/200020051855845
https://allevents.in/punta%20gorda/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal/200020051855845
https://allevents.in/org/punta-gorda-airport/14075893
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Grant: I can’t 
always fix the problem
Editor:

Being the state representative 
for Charlotte County is a re-
sponsibility I take very serious-
ly. This area has been my home 
for more than 30 years — my 
family was raised here and my 
business started here. Serving 
our community is a tremen-
dous honor.

Constituent services are 
busy, especially helping those 
affected by the pandemic. 
Unfortunately, I am not able to 
solve all problems for all peo-
ple. I cannot interfere in court 
proceedings, waive enforcement 
of  laws or erase financial 
obligations.

For an example, a faulty 
septic tank can contaminate 
drinking water and potentially 
feed hazardous algae blooms. 
Regular inspection and main-
tenance are necessary items in 
the interest of  the public good.

Because a person believes I 
have the ability to do something 
does not always make it so. 
Cancelling inspection fees, 
placing price caps on private 
maintenance companies, or 
eliminating regulation on septic 
tanks altogether is not within 
my constitutional ability.

My duties encompass crafting 
a balanced budget and writing 
laws that help. This includes 
securing $1.2 million of  job 
creating funds for the Punta 
Gorda Airport and $18 million 
to tackle red tide. I’ve also 
successfully passed legislation 
that modernized assisted living 
care, added transparency to 
health care quality, and added 
consumer protections against 
residential contractor fraud.

My staff are some of  the best 

at consumer and legislative 
services, but if  a constituent 
is unsatisfied, I welcome the 
opportunity to speak with them 
directly. I love Charlotte County 
and being allowed to serve 
our community is a humbling 
commitment.

Rep. Michael Grant
Charlotte Harbor

2020_08_02_otc_enc_06.pdf  1 01-Aug-20  20:08:52
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New neighborhoods will see planes overhead from Punta Gorda Airport 
 
By ANNA BRYSON Aug 2, 2020 
 

     
 
Punta Gorda residents can expect to see airplanes flying overhead in areas they’ve never seen aircraft before. 
 
Next year, the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), whose sole carrier is Allegiant Air, will begin rehabilitation of runway 4-
22. When the runway closes, planes will use runway 15-33, a triangular runway. This means flight patterns will 
change. 
 
“When you land a plane and when you take off, you fly over specific areas that are in the approach of the runway, so 
there are certain neighborhoods that are in the approach of a runway,” said Kaley Miller, spokeswoman for the 
Punta Gorda Airport. “When that changes, the planes will be going over different neighborhoods.” 
 
The new patterns, which will determine which neighborhoods will see new flights overhead, are yet to be 
determined. 
 
A chunk of the cost for runway 4-22’s construction will be funded by the $471,305 reward from the Airport 
Improvement Program airport grant program, U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao announced Tuesday. 
 
The total cost of the runway’s construction is $15.8 million. About 90% of the funding will be from Federal 
Aviation Administration program, about 5% is from the Florida Department of Transportation and the rest is from 
passenger facility charges (PFCs), which accrue from the $4.50 that passengers pay for each PGD flight. 
 
More information about the change to flight patterns will be available in the coming months. A public meeting 
regarding the airport’s construction will take place this month. 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/changes-coming-to-punta-gorda-airport/article_b4a465d2-d345-11ea-9fde-939c8e9b0c49.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/changes-coming-to-punta-gorda-airport/article_b4a465d2-d345-11ea-9fde-939c8e9b0c49.html
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By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

Punta Gorda residents can 
expect to see airplanes flying 
overhead in areas they’ve never 

seen aircraft before.
Next year, the Punta Gorda 

Airport (PGD), whose sole 
carrier is Allegiant Air, will 
begin rehabilitation of  runway 
4-22. When the runway closes,
planes will use runway 15-33, a
triangular runway. This means
flight patterns will change.

“When you land a plane 
and when you take off, you 
fly over specific areas that 
are in the approach of  the 
runway, so there are certain 

neighborhoods that are in the 
approach of  a runway,” said 
Kaley Miller, spokeswoman 
for the Punta Gorda Airport. 
“When that changes, the planes 
will be going over different 
neighborhoods.”

The new patterns, which will 
determine which neighbor-
hoods will see new flights over-
head, are yet to be determined.

A chunk of  the cost for run-
way 4-22’s construction will be 
funded by the $471,305 reward 

from the Airport Improvement 
Program airport grant pro-
gram, U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
announced Tuesday.

The total cost of  the runway’s 
construction is $15.8 million. 
About 90% of  the funding 
will be from Federal Aviation 
Administration program, 
about 5% is from the Florida 
Department of  Transportation 
and the rest is from passenger 
facility charges (PFCs), which 

accrue from the $4.50 that 
passengers pay for each PGD 
flight.

More information about the 
change to flight patterns will be 
available in the coming months. 
A public meeting regarding the 
airport’s construction will take 
place this month.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.
com

Airport to change flight patterns
Planes will fly 

over different 

neighborhoods 

starting next year
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Starr would bring 
trouble to airport
Editor:

Bob Starr announced his candidacy 
for the Airport Authority by saying, 
in part, “I was getting ready to retire, 
but something has to be done at the 
airport ------.”

That reminds me of  a remark 
about a co-worker. “If  you invite him 
to dinner you need to set two places, 
one for him and one for his ego.”

I remember when, as county 
commissioner, he kept sticking his 
nose into the Airport Authority 
where it didn’t belong. As I recall, 
that so infuriated the Airport 
Authority that they changed the 
name from Charlotte County Airport 
to Punta Gorda Airport.

Starr also says he “is going to hold 
Sunseeker’s feet to the fire.” I’m sure 
Sunseeker would love to be working 
on their resort. Apparently senility 
is setting in and he doesn’t realize 
there is a pandemic going on which 
has affected the construction of  the 
Sunseeker Resort and the operations 
of  Allegiant Air.

With apologies to the Music Man, 
the only thing Bob Starr will bring 
to the Airport Authority is “Trouble 
with a capital T.”

Paul Bankson
Punta Gorda
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LETTER: Starr would bring trouble to airport 
 
Aug 3, 2020 
 
Editor: 
 
Bob Starr announced his candidacy for the Airport Authority by saying, in part, “I was getting ready to retire, but 
something has to be done at the airport ------." 
 
That reminds me of a remark about a co-worker. “If you invite him to dinner you need to set two places, one for him 
and one for his ego.” 
 
I remember when, as county commissioner, he kept sticking his nose into the Airport Authority where it didn’t 
belong. As I recall, that so infuriated the Airport Authority that they changed the name from Charlotte County 
Airport to Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
Starr also says he “is going to hold Sunseeker’s feet to the fire.” I’m sure Sunseeker would love to be working on 
their resort. Apparently senility is setting in and he doesn’t realize there is a pandemic going on which has affected 
the construction of the Sunseeker Resort and the operations of Allegiant Air. 
 
With apologies to the Music Man, the only thing Bob Starr will bring to the Airport Authority is “Trouble with a 
capital T.” 
 
Paul Bankson 
Punta Gorda 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-starr-would-bring-trouble-to-airport/article_02a09c14-cdcf-11ea-b1ad-
7f286700b4ad.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-starr-would-bring-trouble-to-airport/article_02a09c14-cdcf-11ea-b1ad-7f286700b4ad.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-starr-would-bring-trouble-to-airport/article_02a09c14-cdcf-11ea-b1ad-7f286700b4ad.html
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

A political mailer questioning 
the Republican bona fides 
of  Charlotte County Airport 
Authority candidate Bob Starr 
has spurred him to lash out 
about the influence of  “dark 
money” in the airport race.

Starr is running for the 

District 1 seat against Vanessa 
Oliver, the daughter of  State 
Rep. Michael Grant, in the Aug. 
18 primary.

Both are Republicans, and 
both say they support President 
Donald Trump.

Republican support is crucial 
in the race, because the pres-
ence of  a write-in candidate has 

closed the primary to all but 
GOP voters.

The mailer asks “Whose side 
is Bob Starr really on?”, stating 
Starr “fights against President 
Trump and the Republicans.”

The ad is funded by the 
Trump Committee PC, a 
political action committee with 
a Lakewood Ranch address that 

was registered with the state’s 
Division of  Elections in June. 
The listed committee chair is 
Steve Vernon, who could not be 
reached for comment.

When asked about the 
mailer, committee treasurer 
Eric Robinson, a Sarasota 
Republican who sits on the 
county School Board, said, “I 
know Bob Starr. He is a friend 
of  mine. I don’t know any-
thing about this. I am just the 
accountant.”

Starr told the Sun he doesn’t 
understand why a Trump 
re-election committee is getting 
involved in a local airport 
board race.

“There’s really something 
wrong here when you establish 
a PAC to attack a candidate for 
the Airport Authority,” Starr 
said. “I’ve been a loyal member 
of  the Republican Party for all 
my life. I’ve spent thousands 
(of  dollars) at meetings and in 
donations and to be treated like 
this for no reason is wrong.”

Has ‘dark money’ seeped into airport campaign?
Candidate Starr 

lashes out against 

PAC-funded 

‘hit-piece’
OLIVER HANCIKSTARR GRANT

SEE CAMPAIGN, 4C

2020_08_05_otc_enc_01.pdf  1 05-Aug-20  02:06:05
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Starr also said that he 
thinks the mailer goes beyond 
the Trump Committee PC.

“This is the same ‘dark 
money campaign’ ran against 
(current CCAA commissioner) 
Rob Hancik two years 
ago by his opponent Julie 
Price, whose campaign was 
championed by powerful State 
Rep. Mike Grant,” Starr said 
in a written response provided 
to the Sun.

Hancik told the Sun there 
were two “hit pieces” sent out 
against him during his 2018 
campaign. He traced them 
back to research conducted by 
a “friend of  Michael Grant’s 
family.” (Grant told the Sun 
he did support Price, but he 
“doesn’t know what else he 
(Hancik) is talking about.”)

When asked if  he thought 
Grant had something to do 
with the mailer against him, 
Starr said, “I definitely do. It’s 
unquestionable.”

Grant told the Sun he had 
no knowledge of  the mailer or 
the Lakewood Ranch PAC.

“I haven’t even seen the 
mailer. I don’t know how he 
(Starr) could allege that,” 
Grant said. “Vanessa is my 
daughter. I support her. Even 
if  she wasn’t my daughter I 
would support her (because I 

agree with her on the issues).”
Oliver said she also had 

nothing to do with the mailer 
or the PAC.

“I didn’t coordinate with 
anyone,” Oliver said. “I had no 
knowledge (of  it). I’m sure my 
father didn’t either ... we’re 
pretty close. At the end of  the 
day, I think Mr. Starr and I 
are so far apart on the issues, 
I would hate to see that get 
overshadowed.”

The mailer makes three 
allegations against Starr he 
seeks to refute:

“He launched a formal 
complaint against the President 
(Trump) over a petty personal 
vendetta.”

Starr said that is not true.
“The (complaint was filed 

against) the local (Republican) 
party and clubs because they 
were spending money in 
violation of  federal and state 
laws. President Trump was 
never involved. The money 
went to the Trump campaign 
but I never filed anything 
against the President 
personally.”

“... Bob Starr was forced to 
resign from the Republican 
Executive Committee over 
accusations that Starr ‘ran the 
group like it was his personal 
club.’”

Starr said he was not forced 
to resign.

“The only reason I got out 
of  it was because I just was 
tired of  what was going on in 
the party,” Starr said. “They 
wanted to turn the executive 
committee into a club, and 
they did.”

“Bob Starr even resigned 
from his self-appointed role as 
Charlotte County Commission 
Liaison to the Airport (Authority) 
...”

Starr said he relinquished 
the position because current 
County Commissioner 
Stephen R. Deutsch wanted to 
take it over.

“There is a rotation at 
County Commission for 
positions for boards (liaisons) 
and things and as I remember 
Deutsch was elected and 
wanted Airport Authority and 
it wasn’t a big deal to me so I 
did relinquish that position,” 
Starr said.

Commissioner Pam Seay 
currently holds the District 1 
seat but opted not to run for 
re-election.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

CAMPAIGN
FROM PAGE 1C
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This Saturday a hit piece 
was mailed concerning my 
run for the Airport Authority. 
The piece was mailed by a 
P.C. out of  Lakewood, Florida.
This is the same “dark money
campaign” run against Rob
Hancik two years ago by his
opponent Julie Price, whose
campaign was championed by
powerful State Rep. Mike Grant.

In this instance, my opponent 
is Mike Grant’s daughter.

The card is titled “We all like 
Bob Starr, but whose side is he 
really on?”

First allegation: “He 
launched a formal complaint 
against the President over 
a petty personal vendetta.” 
Absolutely not true.

Second allegation: “He also 
launched complaints against 
the Republican Party of  Florida 
and local clubs for supporting 
the President.”

The complaint was filed 
not because the clubs and 
local party was supporting 
President Trump but because 

federal and state laws were 
being broken.

In 2016 I was elected State 
Committeeman for Charlotte 
County, by a 60% landslide. 
Mike Brown was elected 
chairman of  the local party. 
Chairman Brown appointed 
a Finance Audit Committee 
as required by state Law. The 
audit was done and the results 
were filed with the Supervisor 
of  Elections.

On advice of  council an 
addendum was sent by the 
committee to Chairman 
Brown and Republican Party 
of  Florida, Chairman Blaise 

Ingoglia, stating that there were 
some expenses that appeared 
to be in violation of  state and 
federal law, that should be 
investigated. Chairman Brown 
scheduled meetings with the 
past party chairman and club 
officials to try to resolve the 
fundraising and spending 
issues. The attitude of  the 
participants was: “We have 
done it this way for years and 
we plan to continue.”

A meeting was scheduled 
with RPOF Chairman Ingoglia 
in Tampa.

All of  the principals attended. 
Ingoglia refused to do anything 
to stop the illegal activity.

The last resort to stop the 
illegal activity was to file a 
complaint with the Federal 
Election Commission. The end 
result of  the complaint was 
the illegal spending activity 
stopped.

I did resign from the 
Republican Executive 
Committee in 2012, not because 
I was forced to resign but 

because I saw the downward 
spiral of  the organization and 
did not want to participate in 
its decline. Trump running in 
2016 gave me hope and I ran 
for committeeman and state 
committeeman to help him 
locally.

I have supported Donald 
Trump from the moment 
he announced his run for 
President. I spent money and 
ran for state committeeman 
in 2016 to help him “drain the 
swamp.”

I ran for Republican Party 
chairman in December of  last 
year. I pledged that I, if  I had 
won, would donate the over 
$200,000 (two-year salary) the 
position paid to the Donald J 
Trump re-election campaign.

The local Republican 
Executive Committee has not 
raised any money for candidate 
support for almost three years. 
I have established a Trump 
P.C., the Southwest Florida
Conservative Values Alliance
Inc., sending thousands of

communications per month 
to potential Trump voters, in 
support of  President Trump. 
The expenses of  this Trump 
Support Group is paid for, and 
administered, by me. Check the 
site out swflcva.com. I will put 
that commitment of  money and 
time spent for support of  my 
President against all comers.

I do not understand why an 
Airport Authority Board seat 
would generate the interest of  
“Tallahassee Dark Money”; 
the interest of  Rep. Mike 
Grant and, in violation of  his 
loyalty oath, Party Chairman 
Joe Gruters who endorsed my 
opponent.

For some unknown reason 
someone is trying to buy a 
seat on the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority. Don’t let 
that happen.

Former Charlotte County 
commissioner Bob Starr is 
a candidate for a seat on the 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority.

Dark money thrown into Airport Authority race

BOB STARR
Airport Authority candidate
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OUR VIEW

OUR POSITION: The so-called “dark money” 
that has infected our local election for the 
Charlotte County Airport Authority is 
another example of  a decision on campaign 
financing that has gone off the rails.

The purity of  elections in our country 
was tainted in 2010. That’s when the 
Supreme Court ruled, 5-4, that corpo-

rations and unions could spend unlimited 
money to support, or attack, a political 
candidate. That ruling is called Citizens 
United and it’s been a controversial decision 
in every local, state and national election 
since.

Even before 2010, it was not always easy to 
know who supported who. Shadowy political 
action committees (PACs) and slippery do-
nors always attempted to influence elections 
by funneling extra cash to candidates. But 
Citizens United opened the floodgates.

Unlike PACs, there are now Super PACs 
that can raise untold millions from corpo-
rations, unions and other groups with no 
limit on the size of  their donations. And, 
what makes it so corrupt in our eyes is the 
fact that it is almost impossible to trace 
where the money came from. Both parties, 
Republicans and Democrats, have taken 
advantage of  Citizens United.

Recent events concerning the District 
1 seat on the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority are an example of  the problem.

Political veteran Bob Starr is vying for 
the seat against newcomer Vanessa Oliver. 
When a flier showed up in mailboxes recent-
ly discrediting Starr as someone who was 
not a Trump supporter, the fur began to fly.

The mailer asks the Republican voter (no 
Democrats or Independents can vote in this 
primary because of  a write-in candidate) 
“Whose side is Bob Starr really on?” It in-
sinuates Starr is not loyal to the Republican 
party or Trump.

The accusations lit a fire under Starr, who 
says he has been a life-long Republican and 
has always supported Trump.

So who is making these claims that are 
meant to hurt Starr’s campaign? Well, that’s 
the bonus question.

Oliver said she knows nothing about it. 
Starr and his supporters are mumbling 
that her father, Rep. Michael Grant, the 
Republican whip in the Florida Legislature, 
likely had something to do with it. Grant 
denies it. He said he hasn’t “even seen the 
mailer. I don’t know how (Starr) could allege 
that.”

The best Sun reporter Daniel Sutphin 
could do to trace who paid for the mailer 
pointed to a Trump Committee PC, a PAC 
with a Lakewood Ranch address registered 
in June with the Division of  Elections. The 
chairman is listed as Steve Vernon, who the 
Sun was unable to reach for comment.

Eric Robinson, a Republican member of  
the Sarasota County School Board and a 
behind-the-scenes political activist, is the 
committee treasurer. Robinson, however, 
said he is a friend of  Starr’s and he knows 
nothing about the mailer or who sent it.

See. That’s why this whole Citizens United 
concept is bad for politics.

Maybe it doesn’t matter who funded it.
We believe Grant and Oliver when they 

say they know nothing about it. We’ll 
give them the benefit of  the doubt there. 
Perhaps it is someone Starr has offended in 
the past when he was a Charlotte County 
commissioner or heading up the Republican 
Executive Committee. Or, maybe it was a 
colleague in the Legislature who thought he 
would do Grant’s daughter a favor and who 
didn’t bother to clear it with Oliver.

Whatever, whoever, is responsible it is a 
great example of  a terrible trend in politics. 
Big money spent on attack ads and no one to 
take responsibility for it.

Too much 
money 

involved in 
our politics
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K-9 Comfort Crew Visits Bailey Terminal 
 
WHEN: 
September 27, 2020 @ 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
WHERE: 
Punta Gorda Airport 
28000 A-1 Airport Road 
Punta Gorda 
FL 33982 
 

 
 
When you see these friendly pups with their handlers in purple polo shirts, don’t hesitate to come say hello. Keep in mind 
that the dogs will be in the secure departures area with passengers that have cleared security for most of their visit. 
 
A therapy dog is a dog trained to provide affection and comfort to people in a variety of locations and situations from 
hospitals, nursing homes, schools, hospices, disaster areas, children advocacy centers and airports like PGD. 
 
Currently, over 20 airports across the United States have therapy dog programs. #AirportTherapyDogs 
www.flypgd.com/dogs/  
 
 
https://everythingpuntagorda.com/event/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal-12/ 

August 6, 2020 

https://everythingpuntagorda.com/event/k-9-comfort-crew-visits-bailey-terminal-12/
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO

Charlotte Arts in Public Places offers free art exhibits by visual artists at these locations: Jim 
Hollenbeck at Charlotte County Administration, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Charlotte; Rosana 
Halprine at Cayo Costa Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and 
Mary Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (visible only to passengers). 

ONGOING
Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and 
Mary Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Air-
port (visible only to passengers). 
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By RONALD DUPONT JR.
DIGITAL EDITOR

I have always wondered how much 
of  an effect this column has on stories 
that were already in the Top Five. 
After all, if  you see something in this 
column and read it for the first time, 
doesn’t that help the stories I list get 
more pageviews for the following 
week’s list?

I’m not sure but, well, maybe.
I bring this up because for only 

the second time since I’ve been doing 
this list, we have had an article finish 
in first place twice as the most-read 
story on our Website in the past 
week. (We’re not counting the daily 
COVID-19 update, which has been 
No. 1 nearly every week since March. 
That’s our honorary No. 1.)

The story making a second appear-
ance has the headline, “Empty shelves 
at the gun shop.” Yes, I do think a 
ton of  people read the story because 
they thought it was going to be a 
political story, full of  Democats and 
Republicans giving their side on the 
gun controversy.

But this story is not that at all. It’s 
actually a great lesson in how deci-
sions that were made years ago and 
how places like Walmart and China 
and environmental rules have affect-
ed gun inventory and ammunition 
production.

I felt smarter about world events 
after reading this story. 

If you are not one of the tens of thou-
sands of people who have read this article 
already, you can see it at: bit.ly/3jyLBIZ

Here are the rest of  the Top Five, 
continuing with No. 2:

2 VIDEO SHOWS MAN ATTACK 
BARTENDER IN NOKOMIS

As soon as I saw this story 
and the accompanying video, I knew 
this would be in the Top Five. In fact, I 
thought it would be No. 1.

Let me begin by saying that I do not 
know why this man did what he did. 

That would be pure 
speculation on my part.

But as you will see 
in the story’s accompa-
nying video, Nicholas 
Aaron Schock, 36, 
of  Wauchula, starts 
creating a scene at 
Pop’s Sunset Grill in 
Nokomis.

“He came in the entrance and was 
spouting some irate hate dialogue 

and pumping his fist,” Pop’s General 
Manager Stephanie Brown said 
Sunday.

It goes downhill from there. His 
pants barely stay on as he rants. And 
then, suddenly, he hits a woman hard, 
causing lots of  people to jump from 
their seats and hold the man down 
until police get there.

Now, I must warn you. The video is 
graphic. It’s not safe to watch at work 
or with kids around.

But if you want to see the video and read 
the comments of people who were there, 
visit: bit.ly/39Zyb4H

3 INTERESTED IN SUNSEEKER? 
MAKE A PITCH

I highly doubt anybody 
reading this column — no matter 
where you live in our readership 
area — has not heard of  Sunseeker. It 
was going to be this blow-your-mind 
development on Tamiami Trail just 
before the bridge to Punta Gorda. The 
artist’s renderings had this Disney 

look to them.
It captured your imagination. It 

was that good. And us normal folk 
knew the development by the giant 
construction cranes that dotted the 
skyline.

Well, COVID-19 arrived, and 
Allegiant Air, which owns Sunseeker, 
put a halt to construction. That’s not 
necessarily something new. We have 
written about this many times in the 
past few months. But in a shareholder 
earnings call two weeks ago, Allegiant 
Air President John Redmond said he 
gets a call pretty much every week 
from somebody with ideas of  what to 
do with Sunseeker.

Redmond’s plan is to sit tight on the 
project until life returns to normal 
in the world but he is open to the 
possibility of  partnering with another 
company or even selling Sunseeker. 
But he said in the phone call that 
other than the occasional phone call, 
there hasn’t been anything to consider.

I don’t envy Redmond. No matter 

what he does, he will have people 
upset with him. 

To read this new story about the earnings 
call, visit: bit.ly/3a2LRvM

4 CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
INVESTIGATING BODY AT 
STUMP PASS PARK

There’s not much to say about this 
rather short story. The Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s Office announced 
it was investigating a body found 
at Stump Pass Beach State Park on 
Manasota Key in Englewood.

Because local news matters, thou-
sands and thousands of  you read and 
shared this story because we were all 
checking in on friends who may have 
been out in the water that day or the 
day prior. We did have a follow-up 
story that said the Sheriff’s Office 
ruled the death a suicide.

To read the original short story, visit: bit.
ly/33wcYxJ

5 NEW NEIGHBORHOODS WILL 
SEE PLANES OVERHEAD FROM 
PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT

I grew up next to Palm Beach 
International Airport in South 
Florida. I remember being able to see 
people in the windows of  the planes 
as they flew over. And if  I was on the 
phone at the time, I had to say, “Hold 
on one moment,” and then I would 
wait for the plane to go over. (And at 
night, you learned to sleep through it.)

There is a huge difference between 
Palm Beach International Airport and 
Punta Gorda Airport but thousands of  
you cared very much when we ran a 
story that said planes would be flying 
over new neighborhoods because of  
runway repairs.

After all, Punta Gorda Airport 
is home to Allegiant, whose planes 
certainly have some size and noise to 
them.

To get the details of what’s happening at 
the airport, visit: bit.ly/3gzYNvA

Ronald Dupont Jr. is the digital editor 
for Sun Newspapers. You can reach 
him at ronald.dupont@yoursun.com.

For second straight week, you wanted 
to know about guns, ammunition

Story about man 

ranting, then hitting 

bartender comes 

in at No. 2

LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE

SUN FILE PHOTO

This close up of the unfinished Sunseeker resort is from May, before the concrete forms were removed. The only 
work done since March is to close down construction while the project awaits future investment and the nation 
awaits a resolution to the coronavirus pandemic. Owner Allegiant Airlines said they’re entertaining offers, but they 
hope to remain involved in the project.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Punta Gorda Airport’s planes will be flying over new neighborhoods because of runway repairs.

SCHOCK
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Oliver would be big  
plus for airport
Editor:

It is certainly no secret that the 
Punta Gorda Airport is one of  the 
major economic generators of  not 
only Charlotte County, but also for 
many contiguous counties as well.

With this in mind, it becomes very 
important that we elect capable peo-
ple to serve on its board of  directors.

Such a person is Vanessa Oliver 
who has considerable first hand ex-
perience on what it takes to operate 
a business, but also is an attorney 
at law.

Having such a person on the 
Airport Board would be a big plus 
for the continued success of  the 
airport.

I urge that you give strong consid-
eration to electing Vanessa Oliver to 
the Punta Gorda Airport Board this 
election.

Jay D. Aldridge
Port Charlotte
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The pandemic has caused turbulence for the commercial aviation industry. Area companies 
involved in private aviation, on the other hand, are seeing new customers in the midst of the 
coronavirus. 
 
by: Grier Ferguson Sarasota-Manatee Editor 
 
The “Fasten Seat Belt” sign has been flashing since March, and for good reason — the pandemic has 
been a bumpy ride for the aviation industry. 
 
For commercial airlines, travel restrictions and public health concerns have led to canceled flights, 
panicked passengers and plummeting profits. For businesses involved in private air travel, the story is 
more nuanced. The beginning of the pandemic brought difficult days, but as coronavirus dragged on, 
many passengers have turned to private aviation as a welcome alternative to commercial flights and 
airports packed with people. Now some area companies are hoping the crisis creates new customers 
who will continue to fly private long after the pandemic passes. 
 
Up in the Air 
 
Naples-based private jet charter company Elite Jets has seen recent fluctuations in the industry 
firsthand. The firm, which opened a new 60,000-square-foot private terminal at Naples Airport earlier 
this year, has five jets and a helicopter that were bought new in 2017. Elite Jets’ planes travel to places 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/grier-ferguson
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/grier-ferguson


such as Chicago, New York, California, Dallas, Pennsylvania, Montreal, Toronto, Barbados and the 
Caribbean. 

 
Elite Jets Executive Vice President Stephen Myers says the company saw 
some increased traffic in March as people realized what was going on with 
the pandemic. In April, amid stay-at-home orders, business fell off, with the 
company doing 15% of its gross revenue compared to April 2019. In May, 
business came back to about 54%. “After things started to open back up 
again, so did the traffic,” says Myers, also a Phenom 300 Captain and 
assistant chief pilot for the company.  
June was a strong month, reaching 110%, and July was strong as well. “We 
did go through a dramatic drop off, and then it did come back pretty 
quickly,” he says. “Our charter service has come back very strong.” 
 

 
Courtesy. Elite Jets Executive Vice President, Phenom 300 Captain and Assistant Chief Pilot Stephen Myers says June was a 
strong month, reaching 110%, and July was strong as well. 
 
In Sarasota, Rectrix Aerodrome Center saw similar trends. The aircraft hangar and passenger service 
facility, part of Ross Aviation as of 2019, has 17 Sarasota-based employees. 
 
“March and April were not very kind to us,” says General Manager Deron Webb. “In May, we saw an 
uptick in travel.” When Gov. Ron DeSantis opened the state and some counties opened beaches, it was 
like someone turned on the light switch, he says. “It was unbelievable how busy we were for June.” 
It’s the same story at private jet charter and aircraft management company Elite Air, headquartered at 
St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. “April was the lowest,” says Director of Sales AJ Becker. 
“May started to pick up, and June was good.” 
 

 
Courtesy. Elite Air Director of Sales AJ Becker expects demand to continue to climb for its smaller planes and continue to be 
down for its larger planes for the rest of the summer and the fall months. 

 



 
The company’s 25 airplanes range in size from smaller planes that hold six to eight people and can 
travel about 1,200 miles to larger planes that can hold up to 14 people and have a range of 5,000 miles. 
“Demand for the little ones has picked up a lot,” says Becker. “Demand for the bigger ones has 
dropped significantly.” For the larger jets, the number of trips is down 75%. Becker attributes the drop 
to closed borders, people not wanting to travel in larger groups and people not wanting to travel too 
far. For its smaller planes, Becker estimates business was up about 20% in June and July. 
 
Air Trek, based at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County with an additional office at Naples 
Airport, has four private charter planes and three air ambulances. (Its air ambulance division 
transports people from one hospital to another medical facility or from a hospital to a nursing home.) 
 
Air Trek Executive Vice President and Director of Operations Dana Carr, 
who has been partners in the business for 42 years with Wayne Carr, his 
brother, says business travel hasn’t been strong for Air Trek lately, but 
there has been a big emphasis on people traveling to second homes. “I lost 
my recreational charter customers who would just fly to the Keys or 
Bahamas,” says Dana Carr. “Those stopped in their tracks, but what we 
started to gain was private individuals who wanted to get home or travel 
and thought it was better to travel by charter jet.” 
 
For many businesses on the west coast of Florida, summer can be slow even without a pandemic to 
contend with, but that hasn’t been the case for Air Trek. “May and June picked up greatly with air 
charter,” says Carr. “I have not seen the drop off I anticipated for the summer.”  
 
Private Perks 
 
For many recent Air Trek customers traveling back to their homes in the Northeast and Midwest, 
pandemic concerns were top of mind. 
 
Carr says those customers felt more comfortable traveling in a private jet where they knew all the 
passengers instead of traveling on a commercial flight filled with dozens more people. 
 

 
Courtesy. Air Trek Executive Vice President and Director of Operations Dana Carr says there has been a big emphasis on 
people traveling to second homes lately. 
 
The pandemic has prompted passengers across the region to consider private aviation, some for the 
first time. From safety and security measures to avoiding airport crowds, the private option has clear 
benefits in an era of social distancing. 
 
One more reason charter services are seeing increased business lately is commercial airlines have 
reduced the number of flights they offer, with some cities cut out altogether. Plus, some commercial 

‘In the past, my clients 
wanted to get in the jet 
and smell the leather 
seats and crisp new 
carpet and have that 
new airplane smell. Now 
they want to get in and 
smell disinfectant.’ — 
Dana Carr, Air Trek 
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airlines have added restrictions for traveling with pets. Elite Jets allows pets, and the company has the 
flexibility to leave whenever clients want to depart. Another major perk? There’s no need to show up at 
the airport two hours ahead of time. 
 
The advantages of flying private have appealed to a range of passengers during the pandemic — even 
with the sometimes higher costs. Elite Jets’ demographics include business owners, executives, families 
and retirees.   
 
Unlike commercial flights, Elite Jets charges for the airplane as a whole, not for individual seats. The 
cost is usually based on the number of hours flown and might be, say, $15,000 to go from here to there, 
whether one person is traveling or several. “It’s a little bit more than a first-class ticket, but it’s in the 
same ballpark,” says Myers. “Safety, newness of equipment, privacy, security, convenience — there’s a 
lot of value associated with that.” 
 

 
Courtesy. Elite Jets opened a new 60,000-square-foot private terminal at Naples Airport earlier this year. It has five jets and a 
helicopter that were bought new in 2017. 
 
In conversations with customers who are worried about traveling during the pandemic, the Air Trek 
team emphasizes they’ll be traveling with only their party on the aircraft and they won’t have to go 
through any major aircraft terminals. They also make sure people know about their strict sanitation 
processes. The shop teams clean the planes and then Carr personally inspects them. “In the past, my 
clients wanted to get in the jet and smell the leather seats and crisp new carpet and have that new 
airplane smell,” says Carr. “Now they want to get in and smell disinfectant.” 
 
Get on Board 
 
Although the pandemic has left the future of many industries up in the air, private aviation officials are 
optimistic the events of recent months could have a positive impact. 
 
Rectrix’s Webb says he thinks a gradual incline for charter air travel will continue. One reason behind 
that prediction? 9/11. He thinks back to that time and how long it took for people to feel safe with air 
travel after the terrorist attacks. “The pandemic is worldwide,” says Webb. “Again, the airlines are 
going to have a steep hill to climb.” In the meantime, private aviation could see a boost. 
 
Carr points to the introduction of new clients to the world of flying private as one benefit of the 
pandemic that could last. In recent months, Air Trek experienced at least a 60% increase in new charter 
clients, he says. “Of course, the hope is that once they’ve experienced the convenience and luxury of 
flying privately that they’ll become repeat customers,” says Carr. 
 



 
Courtesy. Air Trek, based at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County with an additional office at Naples Airport, has four 
private charter planes and three air ambulances. 
 
There have already been some indications of that. An elderly couple that recently flew private for the 
first time told Air Trek to go ahead and schedule their next flight. And they’re not the only ones. “We 
have a lot of clients we flew north in April, May and June who are already starting to talk about their 
fall trip back to Florida,” says Carr. “Not everyone will meet the financial cost of it — probably half of 
them were one-time emergency charters — but we’re going to start seeing a lot of repeat customers.” 
 
To help lure, and keep, those customers, Air Trek offers a TrekCard Carr describes as similar to a 
frequent flyer program. After the company flew one new customer from Naples to Canada recently, the 
customer said he wanted to sign up for a TrekCard. “He was not a first-time charter client, but it was 
his first time flying with our company,” says Carr. “It’s good to have someone who was that pleased 
that the next day, he bought into the program.” 
 
Elite Jets has also had quite a few new customers lately, some of whom had never traveled by private 
plane before. Myers even heard a lot of them say they’ll never go back to flying commercial. “We 
received a number of first-time charter clients,” says Myers. “They just love it.” 
 
 
 
 
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/private-jet-flight-aviation-charter-pandemic-sarasota-naples-st-pete-clearwater-punta-gorda 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/private-jet-flight-aviation-charter-pandemic-sarasota-naples-st-pete-clearwater-punta-gorda
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/private-jet-flight-aviation-charter-pandemic-sarasota-naples-st-pete-clearwater-punta-gorda
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My name is Vanessa Oliver, 
and I am a conservative 
Republican attorney and 
businesswoman running for 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority. I was fortunate 
enough to grow up in Charlotte 
County, and am fortunate that 
my husband and I have had 
the opportunity to grow our 
careers and our family here.

I am running for Airport 
Authority because I want 
others to have the same 
opportunity that we have had: 
to have both a fulfilling career 
and to live in the same small, 
charming community as our 
family.

I am a firm believer in the 
benefit that comes from multi-
generational communities. 
My own children benefit 
from spending time with 
their grandparents, and I 

know my parents and in-laws 
feel the same. It is my goal 
that every grandparent in 
this community should have 
opportunity to fly affordably 
and conveniently to visit their 
out-of-state grandchildren. I 
also want every graduate of  
our local schools to have the 
ability to stay in or return to 
Charlotte County and have a 
rewarding, high-wage career.

The way to accomplish 

these goals is by retaining the 
flourishing commercial air 
service out of  our airport, and 
by nurturing a robust, diverse 
economy at our airport park.

The Punta Gorda Airport 
is the economic driver of  
our local economy, and the 
Airport Authority is where 
my skill set as an attorney 
and businesswoman can be of  
most use to our citizens. The 
Authority is in the position to 
bring more high-wage jobs to 
Charlotte County and increase 
the airport’s economic output 
for the benefit of  our entire 
community.

My plan to increase 
economic development at the 
airport is three-fold:

First, the airport should 
attract additional passengers 
to the airport and our 
community by encouraging 

additional destinations and 
flights. The way to bring in 
more passengers is to keep 
costs low for the airlines. 
By being a better deal than 
our neighboring airports, 
we can start to attract 
additional airlines looking 
to save costs during the 
economic downturn, as well 
as encourage Allegiant to add 
destinations.

Second, the airport should 
bring more ancillary services 
to serve those passengers at 
the airport, like a parking 
garage, additional restaurants, 
and hotel. PGD produces 
most of  its revenue through 
ancillary services, such as 
rental cars and parking. 
Expanding and enhancing 
these services will bring 
additional revenue streams to 
the airport, and complement 

our existing low-cost model.
Third, the airport should 

recruit additional companies 
to the Airport Park, such as 
aviation-related industries to 
complement the A&P program; 
industrial companies to serve 
Cheney Brothers; companies 
that are relocating to Florida 
to enjoy our lower taxes 
and land prices; and finally, 
manufacturing companies 
wishing to bring their 
manufacturing jobs back to the 
United States from China.

I am running to help make 
our airport and community 
even stronger than we were 
before the pandemic. If  you 
share this vision for our 
future, then I ask you to please 
vote for me, Vanessa Oliver, 
for Charlotte County Airport 
Authority on Aug. 18.

Oliver outlines three-pronged plan for airport

VANESSA OLIVER
Airport Authority candidate
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Public Art - Charlotte Arts in 
Public Places offers free art exhibits 
by visual artists at these locations: 
Jim Hollen-beck at Charlotte County 
Administra-tion, 18500 Murdock 
Circle, Port Char-lotte; Rosana 
Halprine at Cayo Costa Dental, 316 
Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; and Larry 
Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary 
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport 
(vis-ible only to passengers). 

WHAT TO DO
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
Fewer people are fl ying in 
and out of  Punta Gorda 
Airport compared to 
June, based on a recent 
passenger count report.

Compared to May 

and April, however, the 
numbers are still looking 
up.

In July, 91,437 
passengers enplaned 
and deplaned from PGD, 
compared to a June count 
of  93,767.

In May, the report 
showed a passenger count 
total of  only 63,314 with 
devastating April totals of  
only 12,030.

“We were not surprised 
that July’s total passenger 
count was lower than 
June as we had been 
tracking the load factor 

throughout the month,” 
said PGD spokesperson 
Kaley Miller. “June’s 
load factor was 72% 
and July’s was 62%, a 
decrease we attribute to 
the corresponding spike 
in COVID-19 cases in 
Florida.”

Compared to last year, 
July’s passenger count 
was down by almost 38%, 
whereas June was down 
just over 30%.

May’s passenger count 
was down around 48% 
compared to May 2019.

April’s passenger 
totals were down by 93% 
compared to the previous 
year.

The month of  August 

historically has the 
second-lowest traffi  c 
count after September, 
according to Miller.

“We expect the August 
2020 numbers to follow 
that trend,” she said.

Despite the fl uctuation 
of  total passenger counts, 
PGD representatives are 
staying positive.

“As far as our balance 
sheet goes, we are 
generally in good shape,” 
Miller said. “While our 
revenues have been 
reduced, we’ve been 
receiving reimbursement 
for operating expenses 
from the CARES Act 
Airport Grant.

“We are (also) optimistic 

about PGD’s future 
and believe Allegiant is 
well-positioned for the 
recovery.”

Volaire Aviation 
Consulting recently 
released data that showed 
PGD as off ering the 
lowest average airfare 
in Southwest Florida, 
compared to neighboring 
airports in Fort Myers 
(RSW) and Sarasota 
(SRQ).

PGD’s average ticket 
fare was listed at $72 each 
way, according to a PGD 
press release.

Fares to the same 
destination airports from 
Sarasota average $105 and 
Fort Myers average $133.

The report noted 
that PGD passengers 
also experienced more 
nonstop fl ights compared 
to the other two airports 
which averaged 1.4 
segments, meaning they 
had layovers or required a 
connecting fl ight to reach 
their destination.

Volaire based their 
analysis on information 
provided by Airline 
Data Inc. from March 
2019 to February 2020 
that compared 40 of  the 
same airports accessible 
through PGD, RSW and 
SRQ.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Passenger count down since June at Punta Gorda Airport
PGD reps 

expect trend 

to continue 

through August
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Elite Air Director of Sales AJ Becker expects demand to continue to climb for its smaller planes and continue to be down for its larger planes for the rest of the summer and the 
fall months. 

• 

0 oar ID 
The pandemic has caused turbulence for the commercial aviation industry. Some nimble 

private jet service firms in the region hope to land new opportunities in the shakeout. 

T
he "Fasten Seat Belt" sign has been flash
ing since March, and for good reason - the 
pandemic has been a bumpy ride for the 
aviation industry. For commercial airlines, 

travel restrictions and public health concerns have 
led to canceled flights, panicked passengers and 
plummeting profits. 

For businesses involved in 
private air travel, the story is 
more nuanced. The beginning 
of the pandemic brought diffi
cult days, but as the coronavirus 
dragged on, many passengers 
have turned to private aviation 
as a welcome alternative to 
commercial flights and airports 
packed with people. Now some 
area companies are hoping the 
crisis creates new customers 
who will continue to fly private 
long after the pandemic passes. 

UP IN THE AIR 
Naples-based private jet char
ter company Elite Jets has 
seen recent fluctuations in 
the industry firsthand. The 
firm, which opened a new 
60,000-square-foot private ter-

minal at Naples Airport earlier 
this year, has five jets and a he
licopter that were bought new 
in 2017. Elite Jets' planes travel 
to places such as Chicago, New 
York, California, Dallas, Penn
sylvania, Montreal, Toronto, 
Barbados and the Caribbean. 

Elite Jets Executive Vice Pres
ident Stephen Myers says the 
company saw some increased 
traffic in March as people re
alized what was going on with 
the pandemic. In April, amid 
stay-at-home orders, business 
fell off, with the company do
ing 15% of its gross revenue 
compared to April 2019. In May, 
business came back to about 
54%. "After things started to 
open back up again, so did the 
traffic," says Myers, also a Phe-

nom 300 Captain and assistant 
chief pilot for the company. 

June was a strong month, 
reaching ll0%, and July was 
strong as well.  "We did go 
through a dramatic drop off, 
and then it did come back 
pretty quickly," he says. "Our 
charter service has come back 
very strong." 

In Sarasota, Rectrix Aero
drome Center saw similar 
trends. The aircraft hangar and 
passenger service facility, part 
of Ross Aviation as of 2019, has 
17 Sarasota-based employees. 

"March and April were not 
very kind to us," General Man

ager Deron Webb says. "In 
May, we saw an uptick in trav
el." When Gov. Ron Desantis 
opened the state and some 
counties opened beaches, it 
was like someone turned on 
the light switch, he says. "It was 
unbelievable how busy we were 
for June." 

It's the same story at private 
jet charter and aircraft manage
ment company Elite Air, head
quartered at St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport. "April was 
the lowest," Director of Sales AJ 

In the past, my 
clients wanted 
to get in the 
jet and smell 
the leather 
seats and crisp 
new carpet 
and have that 
new airplane 
smell. Now they 
want to get 
in and smell 
disinfectant." 
Dana Carr I Air Trek

Becker says. "May started to 
pick up, and June was good." 

The company's 25 airplanes 
range in size from smaller 
planes that hold six to eight 
people and can travel about 
1,200 miles to larger planes 
that can hold up to 14 people 
and have a range of 5,000 miles. 
"Demand for the little ones has 
picked up a lot," Becker says. 
"Demand for the bigger ones 
has dropped significantly." 
For the larger jets, the number 
of trips is down 75%. Becker 
attributes the drop to closed 
borders, people not wanting 
to travel in larger groups and 
people not wanting to travel 
too far. For its smaller planes, 
Becker estimates business was 
up about 20% in June and July. 

Air Trek, based at Punta Gor
da Airport in Charlotte County 
with an additional office at 
Naples Airport, has four pri
vate charter planes and three 
air ambulances. (Its air am
bulance division transports 
people from one hospital to an
other medical facility or from 
a hospital to a nursing home.) 

Air Trek Executive Vice Pres-

ExEcUIJVE §UMMARX 
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ident and Director of Opera
tions Dana Carr, who has been 
a partner in the business for 
42 years with Wayne Carr, his 
brother, says business travel 
hasn't been strong for Air Trek 
lately, but there has been a big 
emphasis on people traveling 
to second homes. "I lost my 
recreational charter custom
ers who would just fly to the 
Keys or Bahamas," Dana Carr 
says. "Those stopped in their 
tracks, but what we started to 
gain were private individuals 
who wanted to get home or 
travel and thought it was bet
ter to travel by charter jet." 

For many businesses on the 
west coast of Florida, summer 
can be slow even without a pan
demic to contend with, but that 
hasn't been the case for Air Trek. 
"May and June picked up greatly 
with air charter," Carr says. "I 
have not seen the drop off I an
ticipated for the summer." 

PRIVATE PERKS 

For many recent Air Trek cus
tomers traveling back to their 
homes in the Northeast and 
Midwest, pandemic concerns 
were top of mind. 

Carr says those customers felt 
more comfortable traveling in a 
private jet where they knew all 
the passengers instead of travel
ing on a commercial flight filled 
with dozens more people. 

The pandemic has prompted 
passengers across the region to 
consider private aviation, some 
for the first time. From safety 
and security measures to avoid
ing airport crowds, the private 
option has clear benefits in an 
era of social distancing. 

One more reason charter ser-

vices are seeing increased busi
ness lately is commercial air
lines have reduced the number 
of flights they offer, with some 
cities cut out altogether. Plus, 
some commercial airlines have 
added restrictions for traveling 
with pets. Elite Jets allows pets, 
and the company has the flex
ibility to leave whenever clients 
want to depart. Another major 
perk? There's no need to show 
up at the airport two hours 
ahead of time. 

The advantages of flying pri
vate have appealed to a range 
of passengers during the pan
demic - even with the some
times higher costs. Elite Jets' 
demographics include busi
ness owners, executives, fami
lies and retirees. 

Unlike commercial flights, 
Elite Jets charges for the air
plane as a whole, not for indi
vidual seats. The cost is usu
ally based on the number of 
hours flown and might be, say, 
$15,000 to go from here to there, 
whether one person is travel
ing or several. "It's a little bit 
more than a first-class ticket, 
but it's in the same ballpark," 
Myers says. "Safety, newness of 
equipment, privacy, security, 
convenience - there's a lot of 
value associated with that." 

In conversations with custom
ers who are worried about trav
eling during the pandemic, the 
Air Trek team emphasizes they'll 
be traveling with only their par
ty on the aircraft, and they won't 
have to go through any major 
aircraft terminals. They also 
make sure people know about 
their strict sanitation process
es. The shop teams clean the 
planes, and then Carr person-

Stephen Myers, Elite Jets executive vice president, Phenom 300 captain and assistant chief pilot, says 

June was a strong month, reaching 110% of normal, and July was strong as well. 

ally inspects them. "In the past, 
my clients wanted to get in the 
jet and smell the leather seats 
and crisp new carpet and have 
that new airplane smell," Carr 
says. "Now they want to get in 
and smell disinfectant." 

GETONBOARD 

Although the pandemic has 
left the future of many indus
tries up in the air, private avia
tion officials are optimistic the 
events of recent months could 
have a positive impact. 

Rectrix's Webb says he thinks 
a gradual incline for charter 
air travel will continue. One 
reason behind that predic
tion? 9/11. He thinks back to 
that time and how long it took 
for people to feel safe with air 
travel after the terrorist attacks. 
"The pandemic is worldwide," 
Webb says. "Again, the airlines 
are going to have a steep hill to 
climb." In the meantime, pri-

vate aviation could see a boost. 
Carr points to the introduc

tion of new clients to the world 
of flying private as one benefit 
of the pandemic that could last. 
In recent months, Air Trek expe
rienced at least a 60% increase 
in new charter clients, he says. 
"Of course, the hope is that 
once they've experienced the 
convenience and luxury of fly
ing privately that they'll become 
repeat customers," Carr says. 

There have already been 
some indications of that.An el
derly couple that recently flew 
private for the first time told Air 
Trek to go ahead and schedule 
their next flight. And they're 
not the only ones. "We have a 
lot of clients we flew north in 
April, May and June who are 
already starting to talk about 
their fall trip back to Florida," 
Carr says. "Not everyone will 
meet the financial cost of it 
- probably half of them were

one-time emergency charters 
- but we're going to start see
ing a lot of repeat customers."

To help lure, and keep, those 
customers, Air Trek offers a 
TrekCard Carr describes as 
similar to a frequent flyer pro
gram. After the company flew 
one new customer from Naples 
to Canada recently, the cus
tomer said he wanted to sign 
up for a TrekCard. "He was not 
a first-time charter client, but 
it was his first time flying with 
our company," Carr says. "It's 
good to have someone who was 
that pleased that the next day 
he bought into the program." 

Elite Jets has also had quite a 
few new customers lately, some 
of whom had never traveled by 
private plane before. Myers even 
heard a lot of them say they'll 
never go back to flying commer
cial. "We received a number of 
first-time charter clients," Myers 
says. "They just love it." 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2020  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B 

By PATRICK OBLEY
STAFF WRITER

As two local primary races 
reach the home stretch, clear 
favorites have emerged on the 
campaign financing front.

Vanessa Oliver, running 

for the District 1 seat on 
the Airport Authority, has 
raised a total of  $23,829.50 by 
pulling from a broad coalition 
of  contributors across the 
political spectrum. She is 
running against self-funded 

Bob Starr.
Oliver has received more 

than $5,000 from various 
family members and family 
business interests. Her father 
is State Rep. Michael Grant, 
who in addition to his $1,000 
maximum contribution, 
directed $1,000 contributions 
from his Ambitrans and 
Grant Medical Transportation 
enterprises. Grant’s wife, 
Lorraine, and Oliver’s brother, 
Christopher Grant, also 
donated $1,000.

But Oliver drew eight 

other maximum donations. 
Two came from State 
Sen. Ben Albritton, who 
contributed personally and 
via his Wauchula-based Benny 
Albritton Grove Services.

Other notable, smaller 
contributions came from 
former Punta Gorda Vice 
Mayor Kim Devine and the 
person Oliver seeks to replace, 
Pam Seay, who is stepping 
down after a 24-year run.

Starr has handled his own 
expenses other than an early 
$500 contribution from former 

Charlotte County Sheriff 
Richard Worch.

In the race for Charlotte 
County School Board District 
2’s seat, Kim Amontree has 
amassed $9,656 since June 1, 
swelling her contributions 
total to $31,381. That total 
includes a $20,000 head start 
from the candidate herself.

Amontree’s total dwarfs her 
largely self-funded opponent 
Joe Williams’ $2,000 total.

Amontree and Oliver have 

Local races feature clear fundraising favorites
Oliver, Amontree 

continue to line 

their campaign  

war chests
OLIVER AMONTREE

SEE RACES, 7B
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contributed $100 to 
each other’s campaigns. 
Amontree and Oliver 
also share contributions 
from Devine and Harbor 
Nissan owner Chris 
Freeland, whose wife 
Shaune unsuccessfully 
ran for a seat on the 
Punta Gorda City 
Council. Realtors 
Political Advocacy, an 
Orlando-based PAC, 
awarded maximum 
contributions to Oliver 
and Amontree on July 22.

Former school board 
chairwoman Sue Sifrit 
also has contributed to 
Amontree’s campaign.

Spending by the 
candidates has 

followed suit. Oliver 
reported $20,160.98 in 
expenditures, compared 
to Starr’s $6,243.36. 
Amontree has spent 
$8,108.32. Williams has 
spent little beyond his 
qualifying fee.

Campaign 
contributions are self-
reported to local offices 
of  elections by the 
candidates. The primary 
election is Tuesday.

Email: patrick.obley@
yoursun.com

RACES
FROM PAGE 1B
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I’ll be voting 
for Vanessa Oliver
Editor:

I was very interested to read 
that Bob Starr, while state 
committeeman, sued local 
Republicans who were working 
to elect President Trump. So 
while the Democrats were 
attacking our president with 
the Russian witch hunt, 
our president and Trump 
supporters had to fend 
off attacks from someone 
who was supposed to be 
not only on their team but 
leading the team to support 
President Trump. With a 
Republican in sheep’s clothing 
like Bob Starr, who needs 
Democrats?

I will be supporting the 
conservative Republican 
candidate for Airport 
Authority who actually 
supports President Trump: 
Vanessa Oliver.

Tommy Pedroia
Punta Gorda

roseb
Highlight



PAGE 4B MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2020  |  The Sun  |  www.yoursun.com N/E/P/C

For readers who may have 
missed our recommendations 
or who need a reminder, here 
are the Sun’s recommendations 
for Tuesday’s primary election.

SARASOTA COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD DISTRICT 2

There will be a new member 
of  the Sarasota County School 
Board representing District 2 
seat.

Karen Rose, who has worked 
in the county for nearly 30 
years as a teacher, principal 
and director in district head-
quarters, and David Graham, a 
Riverview High graduate who 
returned to the county in 2016 
after a career elsewhere and 
works as a district analyst are 
challenging each other for the 
seat.

We recommend Rose whose 
years teaching would bring a 
new perspective to the board.

SARASOTA COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD DISTRICT 3

The race for Sarasota County 
School Board District 3 in the 
Aug. 18 primary is the only one 
in which voters have a choice 
between an incumbent and a 
challenger.

Eric Robinson is seeking a 
second term and Tom Edwards 
is looking to replace him. All 
voters can cast a ballot in this 

nonpartisan contest, and the 
winner joins the board.

One of  Robinson’s ideas is to 
provide teachers free before- 
and after-school care for their 
own kids, which would also give 
them time to have meetings 
with parents.

We recommend Eric 
Robinson for School Board 
District 3.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY SCHOOL 
BOARD DISTRICT 2

Charlotte County School 
Board candidate Joe Williams 
and incumbent Kim Amontree 
met four years ago and once 
again are asking voters to make 
a decision between two distinct 
candidates.

Williams has garnered 
attention with ideas and rhet-
oric that run opposite of  most 
school board members now. 
He wants, for instance, to put 
cameras in each classroom.

Amontree has earned kudos 
from her fellow board members 
for leadership in budgeting and 
her dedication to programs 
that have enabled the schools to 
improve student achievement 
— including graduation rates.

We recommend Kim 
Amontree for the District 2 
Charlotte County School Board 
seat.

AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT 1
Bob Starr and Vanessa Oliver 

have staged one of  the more in-
teresting races for a position on 
the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority that 10 years ago 
would not have drawn much 
interest.

Starr touts his political expe-
rience and is promising to work 
to have airplanes change their 
course and not make noisy 
runs over neighborhoods while 
also wanting to force Allegiant 
airlines to pay more for using 
the airport.

Oliver takes an opposite ap-
proach. She says the authority’s 
financial model has been very 
successful and she believes the 
approach with Allegiant is one 
that could lure other airlines 
here. She has a three-point plan 
to grow the airport and make it 
even more profitable.

We recommend Vanessa 
Oliver for the Airport Authority 
District 1 seat.

SARASOTA COUNTY SHERIFF
Former Sarasota County 

Sheriff’s Office deputy Paul 
Fern is taking on his former 
boss, Chief  Deputy Kurth 
Hoffman in this race.

The Sun was unable to 
interview Fern despite repeated 
attempts to do so. But Hoffman, 
who has a law degree and who 

has been instrumental in help-
ing Sheriff Tom Knight putting 
together a successful career, is 
a super qualified candidate.

We recommend Kurt 
Hoffman for Sarasota County 
sheriff.

NORTH PORT CITY COMMISSION 
DISTRICT 2

In North Port’s City 
Commission race for District 2, 
two former City Commission 
members, Cheryl Cook and 
Jacqueline Moore, as well as 
Barbara Langdon, a relative 
newcomer to North Port 
politics seek a position on the 
commission.

All three candidates have 
qualities we admire. But we 
believe Langdon will bring a 
fresh approach to how things 
get done in the city. We rec-
ommend Barbara Langdon for 
North Port City Commission 
District 2.

NORTH PORT CITY COMMISSION 
DISTRICT 1

Three local businessmen, 
David Innotti, Richard Suggs 
and Nicholas Trolli, seek the 
District 1 seat on the North Port 
City Commission.

All three have contributed to 
the community as volunteers 
on civic boards and have fam-
ilies ties to the city. In a tight 

race, we believe Suggs brings 
a little more experience and 
knowledge of  how city govern-
ment works to the table.

We recommend Richard 
Suggs for North Port City 
Commission District 1.

SARASOTA COUNTY COMMISSION 
DISTRICT 5 REPUBLICAN

Former North Port City 
Commissioner Chris Hanks 
takes on fellow Republican Ron 
Cutsinger for the opportunity 
to take on a Democrat challeng-
er in the November general 
election.

Cutsinger lives in Englewood 
and has a lot of  experience 
on the county Planning 
Commission. Hanks says the 
relationships he has built as a 
city commissioner will serve 
him well.

We like Cutsinger’s approach 
to the housing shortage that 
includes a land bank of  coun-
ty-owned property combined 
with tax breaks that might 
entice developers and a zoning 
designation overlay that would 
allow the conversion of  aban-
doned shopping centers and 
big-box stores into mixed-use 
housing.

We recommend Ron 
Cutsinger for the Republican 
nomination for the Sarasota 
County Commission District 5 
seat.

In Tuesday primary, Sun recommends
OUR VIEW

PUBLISHER AND EDITOR
Glen Nickerson

COMMENTARY EDITOR
John Hackworth
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

Vanessa Oliver won the 
Republican primary for the 
Airport Authority District 1 

seat Tuesday.
Primary 

results showed 
Oliver with 9,053 
votes (58.8%) 
over opposing 
candidate 
Bob Starr’s 
6,338 (41.2%),
according to the 
Charlotte County 
Supervisor of  
Elections Office.

At the time 
of  this report, 
mail-in voting 
results had only 
been partially
reported.

“I can’t even begin to say how 
much this campaign has moved 
me and my supporters have 
meant so much,” Oliver said. 
“I think that we ran a really 
hard campaign and Bob (Starr) 
did as well. I’m grateful that 
the voters shared my vision 
on what is best for Charlotte 
County.

“I’m ready to hit the ground 
running if  and when I take the 
office.”

By winning the Republican 
primary, Oliver technically still 
has to face write-in candidate 
Martin Dorio in the Nov. 3 
general election. Dorio has not 
campaigned nor spoken to the 
media.

“I never will not run scared,” 
Oliver said. “I’m obviously 
going to continue campaigning 
and working. It’s different 
having a blank space on the 

Oliver wins 
Republican 

primary 
for Airport 
Authority

Opponent 

lambasts ‘dark 

money’ campaign

STARR

OLIVER

SEE AIRPORT, 4A
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ballot below your name than a 
former county commissioner 
(like Starr) running against 
you.”

Dorio’s write-in candidacy 
closed the primary election 
to only Republican voters in 

Charlotte County, blocking 
almost 80,400 voters from 
participating.

That wasn’t the only contro-
versy in this race.

In early August, a political 
mailer attacking Starr was sent 
to Charlotte County voters.

Starr lashed out against 
Oliver and her campaign, 
accusing them of  using “dark 

money” to influence local 
Republican voters.

Starr told the Sun Tuesday 
he still believes this “dark 
money” influence led to his low 
election numbers.

“We were very surprised 
when we saw the results,” Starr 
said. “Numerous money polit-
ical action committees spent 
thousands of  dollars using libel 

attacks, lies and half  truths 
to (help her) win the race. For 
the next four years, (Charlotte 
County residents) will have 
a bought-and-paid-for special 
interest representative on the 
Airport Authority.

“(My supporters and I) were 
all disappointed. It’s too bad 
voters of  Charlotte County 
didn’t get the real picture.”

Airport Authority commis-
sioners serve four-year terms.

Current District 1 
Commissioner Pam Seay opted 
to step down this time around 
after holding the seat for 24 
years.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A
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STATE RACES
State Rep., District 56
Democrat Primary
Eric Bautista, Dem.: 3,293
James Davis, Dem.: 4,350
State Rep., District 70
Universal Primary
Keisha Bell, Dem.: 6,704
Michelle Grimsley, Dem.: 5,871
Mark Oliver, Dem.: 4,647
Michele K. Rayner, Dem.: 

7,750
State Rep., District 72
Republican Primary
Donna Barcomb, Rep.: 7,424
Fiona McFarland, Rep.: 7,690
Jason M. Miller, Rep.: 2,665
12th Judicial Circuit State 

Attorney
Republican Primary
Ed Brodsky, Rep.: 55,857
Lisa Chittaro, Rep.: 27,952

CHARLOTTE COUNTY
With 67 of  67 precincts 

reporting (early and partial vote 
by mail)

Airport Authority, District 1
Republican Primary
Vanessa Oliver, Rep.: 9,053
Bob Starr, Rep.: 6,338
School Board, District 2
Universal Primary
Kim Amontree: 21,928
Joseph Williams: 8,557

SARASOTA COUNTY
With 101 of  101 precincts 

reporting
Sheriff
Universal Primary
Paul Fern, Rep.: 25,316
Kurt Hoffman, Rep.: 67,377
County Commission, District 1
Republican Primary
Mike Hutchinson, Rep.: 4,942
Michael A. Moran, Rep.: 5,311
County Commission, District 5
Republican Primary
Ron Cutsinger, Rep.: 4,819
Christopher B. Hanks, Rep.: 

2,611
North Port City Commission, 

District Seat 1
Nonpartisan
David Iannotti: 5,778
Richard G. Suggs: 3,581
Nicholas Trolli: 3,344
North Port City Commission, 

District Seat 2
Nonpartisan
Cheryl Cook: 3,889
Barbara A. Langdon: 3,869
Jacqueline Moore: 5,034
School Board, District 2
Nonpartisan
David Graham: 44,605
Karen Rose: 57,251
School Board, District 3
Nonpartisan
Tom Edwards: 52,648
Eric Robinson: 48,677
Charter Review Board, District 1
Republican Primary
Alexandra Coe, Rep.: 23,430
Samantha Medred, Rep.: 

16,793
Charter Review Board, District 2
Republican Primary
Ray Collins, Rep.: 18,409
Joseph “Jody” Hudgins, 

Rep.:8,835
Lourdes Ramirez, Rep.: 7,826
Vic Rohe, Rep.: 6,187
Hospital Board Central District 

Seat 1
Democrat Primary
Steven Kleinglass, Dem.: 

11,184
Vicki Lynn Nighswander, 

Dem.: 28,483
Hospital Board At Large Seat 1
Republican Primary
Audie Elizabeth Bock, 

Rep.:13,755
Sharon Wetzler DePeters, 

Rep.: 26,500

PRIMARY RESULTS

SEE RESULTS, 5A
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Republican Party Office State 
Committeewoman

Terry Angley, Rep.: 23,015
Alicja “A.J.” Janson, Rep.: 

16,098
Republican Party Office Precinct 

Committeeman, Precinct 505
James Dwyer, Rep.: 69
Charles D. Hines, Rep.: 117
John A. Lyth, Rep.: 188
Floyd M. Smiley Jr., Rep.: 

208
Republican Party Office Precinct 

Committeewoman, Precinct 505
Julia A. Brady, Rep.: 253
Linda Dwyer, Rep.: 76
Diane L. Smiley, Rep.: 235

DESOTO COUNTY
With 15 of  15 precincts 

reporting
School Board, District 4
Universal Primary
Mary Kay Burns: 1,161
Judy Kirkpatrick: 2,377

RESULTS
FROM PAGE 1A
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By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The ques-
tion is still out as far as who 
exactly will be affected when 
Punta Gorda Airport changes 
its flight patterns next year.

Currently, the airport’s sole 
carrier Allegiant Air uses 

runway 4-22 while construc-
tion goes on at its triangular 
runway 15-33.

In September 2021, PGD plans 
to begin rehabilitation and 
extension work on 4-22, moving 
all flights to 15-33.

“It’s hard to say how many 
neighborhoods will be affect-
ed at this point,” said PGD 
Communications Manager 
Kaley Miller. “Allegiant is 
using this 4-22 all the time 
so when it closes they will 
be using 15-33 all the time 
(which runs parallel to the 
terminal). Neighborhoods off of  
Jones Loop and others (to the 

northwest region) will see more 
flights taking off and landing.”

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority approved a 
deal Thursday to hire AECOM 
to help with public outreach on 
the changes and the noise that 
comes with them.

The date of  that meeting is 
still being determined, but the 
goal is to hold it sometime in 
December or January 2021.

“(In) hiring AECOM, and 
asking the Federal Aviation 
Administration to come, people 
(will have a better) understand-
ing of  what to expect,” Miller 
said. “I can’t say which way 

the planes are going to go but 
where the turns are, that is 
where people are going to start 
seeing planes in different places 
that they may not have seen 
before.”

This isn’t the first time PGD 
has worked with AECOM.

The engineering firm also 
worked on the airport’s 2018 
master plan update and are 
currently mapping the ap-
proach and landing routes for 
runway 15-33.

“They know exactly where 
the planes are going to be 
coming and leaving because 
they are mapping out that path 

so that’s why it makes sense 
(to hire them),” Miller said. 
“It also makes sense to have 
an independent engineering 
contractor so it’s beyond just 
our local staff.

“With their expertise (and 
the) FAA representatives (we 
will be able to) verify that these 
are the best routes to take to 
avoid the most densely populat-
ed neighborhoods.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

Where will the airport noise be?
PGD hires firm for 

public outreach on 

upcoming flight 

pattern changes
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla. – Allegiant Air is adding two nonstop routes from the Punta Gorda Airport to 
Houston and Chicago. 

The new seasonal routes to William P. Hobby and Chicago Midway International Airport will have fares 
as low as $29 each way and will fly out of Punta Gorda twice a week. 

“Southwest Floridians will be thrilled to fly with ease from Punta Gorda into these major metropolitan 
areas,” said Punta Gorda Airport’s CEO James W. Parish. “These new routes mark Allegiant’s first 
flight from PGD into the great state of Texas, and will connect thousands of Chicago residents to our 
sunny beaches and outdoor paradise.”  

CLICK HERE for more information on flight days, times and the lowest fares. 
 
 
 
 
https://abc-7.com/lifestyle/travel/2020/08/27/allegiant-air-adds-new-nonstop-flights-to-houston-and-chicago-from-punta-gorda/ 

https://www.allegiantair.com/home
https://www.allegiantair.com/home
https://abc-7.com/lifestyle/travel/2020/08/27/allegiant-air-adds-new-nonstop-flights-to-houston-and-chicago-from-punta-gorda/
https://abc-7.com/lifestyle/travel/2020/08/27/allegiant-air-adds-new-nonstop-flights-to-houston-and-chicago-from-punta-gorda/


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Allegiant Air continues to add flights to region. 
by: Business Observer Staff 
 
PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Air, continuing to expand its service in the region, announced 
two new nonstop flights from Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, one to Houston and 
one to Chicago. 
 
The new seasonal nonstop routes will operate twice weekly, according to a statement, 
beginning Nov. 20. The flights to Houston will be William P. Hobby Airport, under the call 
letters HOU, while the flights to Chicago will be to Chicago Midway International Airport, 
MDW, the release adds. 
 
“Southwest Floridians will be thrilled to fly with ease from Punta Gorda into these major 
metropolitan areas,” Punta Gorda Airport CEO James Parish says in the statement. “These 
new routes mark Allegiant’s first flight from PGD into the great state of Texas, and will 
connect thousands of Chicago residents to our sunny beaches and outdoor paradise.”  
 
Allegiant also recently announced it will be adding nonstop flights from Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport to Boston’s Logan International Airport, also in mid-November.  
 
 
 
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-adds-new-nonstop-service-to-houston-chicago 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/business-observer-0
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/articles/author/business-observer-0
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/allegiant-airlines-boston-logan-international-airport-sarasota-bradenton
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/allegiant-airlines-boston-logan-international-airport-sarasota-bradenton
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-adds-new-nonstop-service-to-houston-chicago
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-adds-new-nonstop-service-to-houston-chicago
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
WEDNESDAY  9.2

Public Art - Charlotte Arts in Public 
Places offers free art exhibits by visual 
artists at these locations: Jim Hollen-
beck at Charlotte County Administra-
tion, 18500 Murdock Circle, Port Char-
lotte; Rosana Halprine at Cayo Costa 
Dental, 316 Helen Ave., Punta Gorda; 
and Larry Palmer, Tina Weida and Mary 
Lundeberg at Punta Gorda Airport (vis-
ible only to passengers). 
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From: WINK News <alerts@winknews.com>  
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 4:02 PM 
Subject: Here's the latest from WINK News 
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Credit: Eddie Maloney from North Las Vegas, USA [CC BY-SA 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)] 
 

 
 
 
Allegiant announces nonstop service between Punta Gorda and Houston, 
Chicago 
 
Allegiant announced Thursday that it will begin offering nonstop service from Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD) to Houston and Chicago. 
 
The route to Houston’s William P. Hobby Airport (HOU) begins Nov. 20, as does the route to 
Chicago Midway (MDW). Both routes are twice weekly. 
 
The airline said initial one-way fares will be as low as $29. However, those flights must be 
booked by Saturday for travel by Feb. 8. 
 
Flight days and times can be found on Allegiant.com. 
 
“Southwest Floridians will be thrilled to fly with ease from Punta Gorda into these major 
metropolitan areas,” said Punta Gorda Airport’s CEO James W. Parish. “These new routes mark 
Allegiant’s first flight from PGD into the great state of Texas, and will connect thousands of 
Chicago residents to our sunny beaches and outdoor paradise.” 
 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2020/07/09/punta-gorda-airport-passenger-traffic-begins-to-rebound/ 

http://allegiant.com/
http://allegiant.com/
https://www.winknews.com/2020/07/09/punta-gorda-airport-passenger-traffic-begins-to-rebound/
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By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

A Venice woman and 
Englewood man were arrested
Wednesday after failing to get 
their child to school for 40 out

of  74 days of  the 
previous school
year.

A truancy
worker from
the Sarasota 
County School
Board reported 
to the Sarasota 
County 
School Police 
Department 
in January
about the
parents. This is 
before Sarasota 
County schools
switched over to 

virtual learning after Spring 
Break in March due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Justin Champagne, 39, of
the 100 block of  Langsner 
Road, Englewood, and 43-year-
old Melissa Lynch, of  the 1600 
block of  Banyan Drive, Venice, 
were arrested after failing to 
appear for their court date. 

Champagne and Lynch 
were charged with contempt 
of  court for failing to appear
on a summons for violating 
required school attendance 
laws.

Both Champagne and Lynch 
were booked in the Sarasota
County Sheriff’s Office on the 
contempt charge and released
Thursday on $200 bond.

Email: brianna.kwasnik@
yoursun.com

By DANIEL SUTPHIN  
and SUE ERWIN

STAFF WRITERS

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant 
Travel Company announced 
Thursday three new routes to 
major cities out of  airports in 

Punta Gorda and Sarasota.
Beginning Nov. 20, Punta 

Gorda Airport will offer non-
stop seasonal flights to Houston 
and Chicago. Fares start at $29, 
according to a company press 
release.

“Southwest Floridians will 
be thrilled to fly with ease 
from Punta Gorda into these 
major metropolitan areas,” 
said Punta Gorda Airport’s 
CEO James W. Parish. “These 
new routes mark Allegiant’s 
first flight from PGD into the 
great state of  Texas, and will 

connect thousands of  Chicago’s 
residents to our sunny beaches 
and outdoor paradise.”

The company also added 
a seasonal nonstop route 
to Boston out of  Sarasota-
Bradenton International 
Airport starting Nov. 19. Fares 
start at $39.

“Florida is an important part 
of  Allegiant’s network, which is 
built around connecting people 
in small and medium-sized 
cities to vacation destinations 

R epresentatives from 
several area churches 
gathered under the 

leadership of  Heidi Inlow 
to pray for the city Tuesday 
evening at The Green At 
North Port City Hall. During 
the “North Port Night of  
Prayer,” pastors and chaplains 
from Awaken Church, Deep 
Creek Community North 
Port Campus, North Port 
Community United Church 
of  Christ, and 100 Church 
prayed for city employees and 
residents.

Parents arrested  
for failing to get  

their child to school 

LYNCH

CHAMPAGNE

SUTTONLINDSAY

By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

Two convicted felons fleeing 
from Charlotte County were ar-
rested by the Sarasota County 
Sheriff’s Office early Thursday.

Matthew Sutton, 23, of  North 
Port, and Dustin Lindsay, 22, of
Port Charlotte, are in custody 
on a variety of  charges.

On Wednesday night, 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office deputies conducted a 
traffic stop and the vehicle 
raced away, deputies say. It had
last been seen near Winchester 
Boulevard and River Road.

Sarasota County deputies 
found the vehicle shortly after
driving northbound on River 
Road near U.S. 41.

The driver spun around and
started driving southbound
more than 100 miles per hour
on Interstate 75, and continued 
to flee from deputies by turning 

around twice on
the interstate.

The car lost 
a tire, and the
suspect ran away
into the woods, 
authorities said. 
It was near Mile
Marker 186 

between the Sumter Boulevard
and River Road exits.

By using K-9 and aviation
units, deputies eventually
found and arrested Sutton,
who was listed as the driver. He 
was arrested about 12:30 a.m. 
Thursday.

Lindsay was the passenger in 
the car. He was arrested about 
1:25 a.m. Thursday.

Both are convicted felons,
authorities said.

Deputies found over 40
rounds of  live ammunition 
inside the car.

Sutton was charged with flee-
ing to elude, resisting arrest,

driving while 
license suspend-
ed, violation of
probation and 
two counts of
possession of  
ammunition by a 
convicted felon.
He is in custody

with no bond.
Lindsay was charged with 

two counts of  possession of  
ammunition by a convicted
felon. He is in custody on
$15,000 bond.

Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.
com

Police: Two felons lead  

authorities on high-speed chase
North Port, Port Charlotte men arrested on variety of charges

WANT TO SEE  
THE CHASE?
Go to yoursun.com for video

with this story.

Allegiant adds routes for  
Punta Gorda, Sarasota airports

Routes to Houston, 

Chicago and 

Boston begin  

in November

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ALLEGIANT

An Allegiant A-320 airplane takes off.SEE ALLEGIANT, 3B

North Port’s Night of Prayer

SUN PHOTOS BY MONICA AMAYA 

North Port Community United Church of Christ member Terry Hong’s mask sums the purpose of the evening.

Heidi Inlow, right, organizer of the event, with her friend, Lisa 
Rowe, during a moment of prayer.

Eddie Beyer, pastor at Deep Creek Community North Port 
Campus, prays for the City of North Port Government and City
Hall employees. Behind him, Awaken Young Pastor Christian 
Keller accompanying with the guitar.

Police Department Pastor 
Mike Saxton during his turn of
prayer.

Brian Zdrojowy, Awaken 
lead pastor, leads the prayer 
for the North Port Fire 
Department.
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such as Sarasota and 
Punta Gorda,” said 
Allegiant Media Relations 
spokesperson Sonya 
Padgett. “More than 
half  of  our passengers 
system-wide fly through 
the state. Because of  the 
pandemic, we believe 
there will be pent-up 
demand for travel during 
the winter months, so 
adding these routes now 
will provide our custom-
ers with more options 
when they’re making 
travel plans.”

The new nonstop 
routes will operate 
twice weekly, flying into 
William P. Hobby Airport 
in Houston, Chicago 
Midway International 
Airport and Boston Logan 
International Airport.

“New Allegiant Air 
service is always an 
opportunity to increase 
our visibility as a top 

vacation destination so 
this service from Chicago 
and Houston is certainly 
welcoming news for 
Charlotte County,” said 
Sean Doherty, Interim 
Tourism Director at 
Punta Gorda/Englewood 
Beach Visitor & 
Convention Bureau. “The 
destination is popular 
with Chicagoland resi-
dents, and Texas is a great 
feeder market for Florida. 
These flights makes it 
more convenient for trav-
elers from these markets 
to visit. We look forward 
to welcoming these 

visitors and sharing our 
outdoor and nature-based 
activities. We’re prepared 
to work directly with 
Punta Gorda Airport and 
Allegiant Air to promote 
the Charlotte Harbor Gulf  
Island Coast and show 
these visitors how our 
best side is outside.”

Padgett added that 
the company’s health 
and wellness protocols 
are standardized across 
the network and are 
designed for maximum 
effectiveness.

“In fact, Travel Pulse 
named Allegiant the 

top airline for COVID-19 
traveler safety measures,” 
Padgett said. “The air 
quality on our planes has 
always exceeded HEPA 
standards thanks to the 
VOC (volatile organic 
compound) filters we use. 
The cabin air is a mix 
of  fresh and filtered air, 
which is refreshed every 
three minutes during 
flight. Several studies 
show that the in-cabin 

air on commercial jets 
meets or exceeds hospital 
grade standards because 
of  those on-board air 
filters. To better assist 
customers, we’ve 
created a landing page 
on our website that 
provides details about 
our cleaning program, 
on-board air quality 
and social distancing 
practices.” visit www.
allegiantair.com/

going-distance-health-
safety for details.

Flights must be pur-
chased by Aug. 29 for 
travel by Feb. 8, 2021, for 
the introductory one-way 
fair prices.

Flight days, times and 
costs can be found at 
Allegiant.com.

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com or sue.
erwin@yoursun.com

ALLEGIANT
FROM PAGE 1B

Seafood Restaurant

Saturday Specials
Lobster ROLL
Served hot or cold

w/ side

$14.99
Whole Belly Clam Plate

w/ fr ench fr ies 
& cole slaw

$17.99

Limited Indoor & 
Outdoor Seating 

Available
Now 50% Capacity

Take Out 
Available

RJ’s Wants to Help During the 
Covid 19 Pandemic

Fish & Chips Special 
NOW ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

Fish & Chips 
(Haddock)

$9.99
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17753 Toledo Blade Blvd.
Port Charlotte

SR 776 AND TOLEDO BLADE

TUES-THURS: 11AM - 7PM

FRI: 11AM - 8PM • SAT: 11AM - 7PM

CLOSED SUN AND MON

941-235-0005                      rjsseafood.com

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION ON TOLEDO 
BLADE BLVD JUST MINUTES FROM US 41 
AND NORTH PORT’S TOLEDO BLADE EXIT.
Masks and temperature checks are 

mandatory and 
Covid–19 compliant.
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Call today at 941-400-1505 and eliminate pain, get stronger and fi nally break 
free from what’s holding you back!

Also Offering our Aquatic Therapy Programs and 
Home-Based Outpatient On Wheels Program
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Allegiant on Aug. 27, announces seven new nonstop routes, including three new routes to Florida and 
two to Palm Springs, California. 

 
Also, after a short hiatus, Allegiant will extend its seasonal route connecting Nashville, Tennessee and 
Bozeman, Montana where travelers are taking advantage of the great outdoors, including Yellowstone 
National Park.  
 
 The new seasonal routes to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) in Southwest Florida include:  

1. Houston, Texas via William P. Hobby Airport (HOU) – beginning Nov. 20 
2. Chicago, Illinois via Chicago Midway International Airport (MDW) – beginning Nov. 20 

 
 The new seasonal route to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) in Florida includes:  

1. Boston, Massachusetts via Boston Logan International Airport (BOS) – beginning Nov. 19 
 
 The new route to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway International Airport (AZA) in Arizona includes:  

1. Santa Maria, California via Santa Maria Public Airport (SMX) – beginning Nov. 19 
 
 The new seasonal routes to Palm Springs International Airport (PSP) in Southern California include:  

1. Boise, Idaho via Boise Airport (BOI) – beginning Nov. 19 
2. Eugene, Oregon via Eugene Airport (EUG) – beginning Nov. 20 

 
 The new seasonal route to Denver International Airport (DEN) in Colorado includes: 

1. Provo, Utah via Provo Municipal Airport (PVU) – beginning Nov. 19 
 
 The extension on the seasonal route to Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport (BZN) in Montana 
includes:  

1. Nashville, Tennessee via Nashville International Airport (BNA) – beginning Nov. 21 
 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21152027/allegiant-airlines-allegiant-announces-seven-new-routes 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21152027/allegiant-airlines-allegiant-announces-seven-new-routes
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21152027/allegiant-airlines-allegiant-announces-seven-new-routes


        August 27, 2020 
 

 Featured photo courtesy of Allegiant. 
 
Allegiant Air announced seven new routes this fall, adding seasonal connections to destinations in Florida, California, Arizona and 
Colorado. Introductory fares begin at $29 one way on some of the routes. 
 
The new routes – which begin in November – continue a trend by U.S. airlines to increase flights to outdoor and beach 
destinations that have proven popular with leisure travelers during the pandemic. 
 
With its latest seasonal additions, Allegiant will add nonstop flights to Florida this fall and winter from three major cities. Chicago 
Midway and Houston Hobby get nonstop flights to Punta Gorda in southwest Florida while Boston gets service to Sarasota on the Gulf 
Coast. 
 
In the West, Allegiant is adding additional routes to Phoenix-Mesa and Palm Springs, California – destinations known for warm 
weather and outdoor recreation. 
 
Allegiant also is adding a nonstop connection between Provo, Utah, and Denver – a popular airport for skiers and those seeking 
outdoor options in Colorado’s Rocky Mountains. Similarly, Allegiant says it will extend seasonal service between Nashville and the 
Rocky Mountain destination of Bozeman, Montana. 
 
Details on Allegiant’s new routes are below. 
 
Palm Springs, California (PSP) 
Boise (BOI): Seasonal service begins Nov. 19; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $49 one way. 
Eugene, Oregon (EUG): Seasonal service begins Nov. 20; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $49 one way. 
 
Punta Gorda, Florida (PGD) 
Chicago Midway (MDW): Seasonal service begins Nov. 20; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $29 one way. 
Houston Hobby (HOU): Seasonal service begins Nov. 20; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $29 one way. 
 
Denver (DEN) 
Provo, Utah (PVU): Seasonal service begins Nov. 19; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $29 one way. 
 
Nashville (BNA) 
Bozeman, Montana: Seasonal service will on the route will be extended “after a short hiatus,” resuming Nov. 21; two flights per week. 
 
Phoenix-Mesa (AZA) 
Santa Maria, California (SMX): Seasonal service begins Nov. 19; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $29 one way. 
 
Sarasota, Florida (SRQ) 
Boston: Seasonal service begins Nov. 19; two flights per week. Introductory fares begin at $39 one way. 
 
 
 
https://news.knowledia.com/US/en/articles/allegiant-air-adds-7-new-routes-to-destinations-in-florida-california-
044272d2428d3619a89d3e077ab61668068c45a4 

https://thepointsguy.com/news/jetblue-steamboat-springs-colorado-new-york-jfk-nonstop-flights/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/jetblue-steamboat-springs-colorado-new-york-jfk-nonstop-flights/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/united-airlines-adds-17-routes-to-florida-bypassing-hubs-in-pandemic-route-map-shakeup/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/united-airlines-adds-17-routes-to-florida-bypassing-hubs-in-pandemic-route-map-shakeup/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/united-airlines-adds-17-routes-to-florida-bypassing-hubs-in-pandemic-route-map-shakeup/
https://news.knowledia.com/US/en/articles/allegiant-air-adds-7-new-routes-to-destinations-in-florida-california-044272d2428d3619a89d3e077ab61668068c45a4
https://news.knowledia.com/US/en/articles/allegiant-air-adds-7-new-routes-to-destinations-in-florida-california-044272d2428d3619a89d3e077ab61668068c45a4
https://news.knowledia.com/US/en/articles/allegiant-air-adds-7-new-routes-to-destinations-in-florida-california-044272d2428d3619a89d3e077ab61668068c45a4
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