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PRIVATE JET TRAVEL HAS SOARED IN RECENT MONTHS 
THANKS TO THE CORONAVIRUS. LOCALLY, AIR TREK, INC. HAS 
ALL YOUR AIR CHARTER AND LUXURY TRAVEL NEEDS COVERED. 

FLYING THE 
PRIVATE SKIES
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A
t one time, private jet charters 
were thought to be available only 
to the very rich and famous. But 
not anymore. The COVID-19 

pandemic has caused a surge in private jet 
and prop plane charters. In fact, private 
charter business is booming, according to 
a Forbes article published in July, which 
reported that Americans, worried over the 
lack of health and safety regulations on 
commercial airlines, “have turned to private 
jet services…”

The Forbes story quotes GoGo Business, 
an in-flight connectivity and entertainment 
provider for business aircraft, as saying, 
“Charter flights have regained a 90 percent 
booking capacity as of June of 2020.” 
Industry leaders, meanwhile, were quoted as 
saying that the majority of recent bookings 
are new customers. 

Another Forbes July article reveals that 
according to Air Charter Service, private 
air travel has reportedly seen an increase of 
75 percent year-over-year during the spring 
and summer months, noting that while 
commercial flights are still struggling to 
return to some sense of normalcy, private air 
travel already places health, personal space 
and hygiene as top level importance.

BUSINESS SOARS
As far as affordability is concerned, while 

many of us cannot afford to charter our own 
plane, there are “…about 8.2 million households 
in the US with a net worth of two million 
or more. The majority of them weren’t flying 
private before,” said Anthony Tivnan, president 
of Magellan Jets, who was quoted in Forbes. 
“We are seeing a huge shift in that narrative 
now it is a health and safety concern.”

This echoes what we learned from the 
family-owned local air charter service Air 
Trek, Inc., based at the Punta Gorda Airport, 
whose principle gave us a tip on how to 
afford that private charter: Share the cost 
with family or friends going to your same 
destination. (Note: Air Trek also offers a full 
service air ambulance that is fully licensed by 
State of Florida Department of Health.)

Air Trek has also seen a surge in private 
plane charters in recent months. Usually 
summertime is slow for private charters, with 
winters being the surge time. But not this 
year. Air Trek’s Executive Vice President and 
Director of Operations, Dana Carr, said that 
while the air ambulance part of his family’s 
business was down this past winter because 
hospitals were not receiving patients due to 
the pandemic, the company’s private charter 
business was soaring. Air Trek saw a lot ➤

Among the many benefits of private air travel, you can drive your car right up next to the plane, making loading and unloading luggage a breeze!
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of new customers, many of them returning 
to Southwest Florida this year via private 
charters rather than flying on commercial 
airlines. He said that as the spring and 
summer approached, Air Trek suddenly 
got busy at a time of the year when things 
traditionally would be slower. “We had a 
great May, June and July,” Carr said. Those 
were periods when snowbirds were returning 
to their homes in the Northeast, Midwest 
and Canada. 

This season, Air Trek has taken passengers 
as far as Calgary, Canada, but most of them 
went back to the Northeast and Midwest. 
Air Trek is also licensed to fly to the 
Bahamas. However, its air ambulance service 
has transported patients much further, 
including Europe and South America. But 
for private charters, most of the business is in 
North America.

Though based at PGD, Air Trek also has 
offices at Naples Airport, and “we fly from 
other Southwest Florida airports,” such as 
Page Field in Fort Myers, Sanibel, Boca 
Grande and Cape Haze, Carr explained. 
This is yet one of the many benefits of 
chartering your own plane: you decide where 
and when you will fly, and your travel needs 
will be fulfilled. 

CELEBRITY & SAFETY
While you might think that the typical 

passenger using a charter plane is a celebrity 
or living an episode of “Lifestyles of the Rich 
and Famous,” think again. Carr said that he 
has seen customers who resembled “Ma and 
Pa Kettle—we can adapt to the customer’s 
and client’s request,” he emphasized. 

When asked if Air Trek had celebrity 
clients, Carr responded, “We consider all of 
our clients celebrities.” But he did let it drop 
that one of his favorites is Willard Scott, 
who he flew up north this past spring. 

And while each flight is different, one thing 
is certain: you will be treated special—like 
a celebrity—and your specific needs will be 
met while you enjoy a pristine plane that has 
been sanitized and carefully maintained. And 
this brings us—unfortunately—back to the 
pandemic. They don’t stop at meeting cleaning 
and sterilization standards for each flight. “I go 
with Lysol in one hand and sanitizing wipes ➤ 

Air Trek’s Executive Vice President and Director of Operations, Dana Carr
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17801 Murdock Circle, Suite A,
Port Charlotte, Florida

Raising the Bar 
 on Client Service!

Attorney Michael Wilson and 
Wills, Trusts and Estates Board 
Certifi ed Specialist Carrie 
Leontitsis pride themselves on 
off ering quality legal services 
with a personal touch.

Focusing on estate planning, 
probate, real estate, guardianship 
and business law, this fi rm raises 
the bar on client service.ad
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Please be aware that we have masks at the door. 
We require that you wear a mask when you shop. It works positively 

for you and us and we shar�en the look!

RE-OPENING September 8th!
Hours - Monday - Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00pm

(941) 474-7111 ~ BasixOnDearborn.com
Chris Birchfi eld & Steve DiBiaso ~ Proprietors

BASIX
Classic, Casual,

Colorf�l Clothing
449 W. DEARBORN, ENGLEWOOD
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Polka dots a plent�, our dresses for 
this stifl ing heat are f�n and easy 

wear and easy care.
Newly in are DIZZY LIZZY 

SHIRTS, crisp co� on that goes 
any�here and ever��here...White 

pants and skor�s make these 
shir�s glow with excitement. 

Fashionable, Functional and Fun,  
JOULES st�iped outer�ear, LULU 
B Pants, shor�s and g�eat skir�s

ABOUT AIR TREK
Air Trek is truly is a family affair. After the Carr family moved 

from the Northeast to Punta Gorda, Wayne Carr took over a 
flight school in 1978. That’s how it all began. And Dana Carr 
was with him from the beginning. After 22 years in the U.S. Air 
Force, another brother, Lester Carr, came onboard and serves 
as Director of Maintenance. Wayne’s son Aaron Carr is a pilot, 
and his wife, Ashlee, is Director of Marketing. And soon niece 
Amanda Carr will cut her teeth at Air Trek, so to speak, before 
going on to fly for a major commercial airline, Dana said. 

He pointed out that had it not been for Wayne and his love 
of flying that began in their native Pennsylvania, Air Trek 
probably would not have happened. 

And although this story is about the company’s private jet 
and twin-engine plane charters for the private luxury travel 
experience, it all began with the air ambulance side of the 
business. In fact, Air Trek is the nation’s oldest air ambulance 
service under the same ownership and management. The 
private charter end of the business began approximately 
seven years ago. A spokeswoman said that the firm 
“transitioned into that end of the service.”

“WE CONSIDER ALL 
OF OUR CLIENTS CELEBRITIES.”
DANA CARR

Air Trek President and CEO, Wayne Carr, with his son, Aaron, an Air Trek pilot
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in the other,” Carr explained, adding that his 
planes’ interiors are “spic and span.” But these 
days, instead of smelling the leather seats, clients 
smell disinfectant, he smiled. 

Safety has always been at the forefront 
for AirTrek, long before the pandemic. In 
2006, Carr was responsible for spearheading 
the development of Air Trek’s Safety 
Management System (SMS), which was one 
of the first to be accepted in the U.S. Canada 
and European countries require SMS for 
their aviation operators and soon it will be 
required in the U.S. as well. 

Carr, incidentally, is a seasoned veteran, 
an ATP pilot with more than 8,000 hours 
of flight experience. He has been with Air 
Trek since its inception in 1978 and is type 
rated in the Cessna Citation and holds 
commercial pilot single engine land and sea 
and helicopter licensure by the FAA. 

BENEFITS OF PRIVATE FLIGHT
If you are among the majority of travelers 

who fly on commercial carriers, you’ve had to 
contend with a multitude of inconveniences 
over the years. At least I have! 

Ever since September 11, 2001, security 
restrictions have gotten tighter and TSA 
lines longer. Add to this the usual array of 
customer complaints—difficulty finding 
parking at the airport and then traversing 
through the terminal, crowded airlines 
with too-small seats, crying babies and 
unruly kids, no food or snacks served, 
too few and dirty restrooms, flight delays 
and cancellations, luggage restrictions 
and costs, pet restrictions, rude or loud 
passengers, overbooked flights—and now 
we have COVID-19. There have been 
numerous documented cases of passengers 
contracting the virus after they have flown 
on commercial jets. 

If you and your party are concerned 
about being exposed to strangers’ germs, you 
wouldn’t have to worry about your chance 
of exposure on a private charter flight. In 
addition to not being on a crowded plane 
with strangers, being able to avoid check-in 
and TSA lines reduces your risk of infection. 
According to GlobeAir, chartered aircraft 
are estimated to have 30 times lower risk for 
COVID-19 than commercial travel.

So what would your experience be like 
with Air Trek? You call the company and 
book a flight. Perhaps you want to return to 
your summer home in the Midwest or head 
off on a quick weekend getaway with some 
friends and don’t want to expose yourself 
to the virus in an airport or on the plane. If 
you’re budget-minded, you might consider 
finding others to share the cost of the charter. 
Carr said that some of his passengers do just 
that, with each paying their share. Their 
Cessna Citation 650 accommodates up to 
eight passengers. 

Flight booked, you arrive at Air Trek’s 
Punta Gorda Airport base or local airport of 
choice. Forget about parking in the long-
term lot and hauling your luggage all the 
way to the terminal. You can drive your car 
right up next to the plane! There, everyone is 
assisted in boarding. Bringing your dog? He 
can come right along with you. But instead 
of being put in a carrier or crate, Fido can sit 
on your lap!

You’re offered snacks and beverages, and 
you immediately notice how fresh and clean 
everything smells. However, there is one 



small glitch: the rest of your party hasn’t 
arrived. They’re running late. But don’t 
worry! The plane won’t take off without 
them. Unlike commercial air travel, you 
set the schedule and pace. If the door to 
a commercial jet closes, the aircraft will 
leave the gate and late arrivals will have to 
be booked on a later flight, not to mention 
perhaps suffering a financial penalty. You 
have to adhere to the commercial airline’s 
time. With a private charter, you set the time 
of departure!

Once everyone is onboard, your 
experienced pilot and co-pilot start the 
engines. “We have 14 pilots on staff; one-half 
are part-time,” Carr told us. “A lot [of our 
pilots] are retired airline captains. We mix 
them with younger pilots,” he explained.

Soon, you will be cruising at speeds up to 
544 miles per hour. Your particular jet—the 
Cessna Citation 650—can fly up to 51,000 
feet and travel 1,600 miles non-stop. You 
and your party enjoy a leisurely flight, as the 
environment belongs to you and you alone. 
You can listen to your music, watch videos 
or use your computer without interruptions 
of busy flight attendants serving drinks and 
blocking the aisle while announcements blare 
over the P.A. system. A trip to the restroom 
is easy—no standing in long lines and being 
jostled back and forth as the plane moves. 
This is your space now.

Once you’re on the ground, your 
transportation can drive up to you, and you 
depart the plane with minimum, if any, “wear 
and tear.” Perhaps the only thing similar 
to traveling on a commercial aircraft, is 
that you, too, are pre-screened—albeit in a 
non-invasive way. Yes, passengers are checked 
out beforehand by private charter companies.

Air Trek, by the way, has eight aircraft 
in its fleet. Five are jets and three are twin 
engine propeller planes. A crew of six licensed 
mechanics “take good care of the aircraft,” 
Carr said.

In addition to the five 
jets Air Trek has in its 
fleet, there are also 
three twin engine 
propeller planes, one 
of which is shown 
above.

Air Trek, Inc. 
27197 Mooney Avenue
(Punta Gorda Airport)
Punta Gorda, FL 33982
(800) 247-8735
www.airtrek.cc

Air Trek is a charter member of the Air 
Charter Safety Foundation (ACSF)




