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Passengers exposed to COVID-19 on flight from Punta Gorda to Albany
Reporter: Erika Jackson Published: July 2, 2020 11:01 AM EDT

Health officials are trying to track down passengers on a flight from Punta Gorda to Albany, New York, after another
passenger tested positive for COVID-19.
Officials are in the process of notifying people who may have been exposed to the virus in order to prevent them from
spreading it even more.
Diane Scales of Cape Coral wasn’t on the New York-bound flight, but expressed similar concerns as her Allegiant flight sat
at the gate with mechanical issues.
“There was no social distancing at all. We were touching each other elbow to elbow,” she said.
“It was absolutely full with 10 empty seats. They boarded us with no air conditioning, no moving air.”
She chose to get off and not reboard. The uneasy feeling lingers with her today after she learned an Allegiant passenger
contracted COVID-19.
Pamella Seay with the Charlotte County Airport Authority said we all have to do our part.
“If you don’t feel well, don’t fly,” she said.
Warren County (NY) health department officials issued an alert on Thursday, saying three of their residents contracted the
virus while vacationing in Florida. They then boarded their flights home – one on one flight and two on another – and tested
positive for COVID-19 days later.
Those flights from Florida to Albany included Allegiant Airlines flight 1505, which flew from Punta Gorda on June 25 (one
person), and Allegiant Airlines flight 754, which flew from St. Petersburg/Clearwater on June 26 (two people).
One of the three Warren County residents who tested positive arrived home on June 25, before the state travel advisory for
those who had been to Florida and 15 other states took effect.
The three new Florida-related cases were considered mild as of Thursday and were the only new cases confirmed among
Warren County residents since June 24. The person whose test result was reported June 24 was cleared as recovered as of
Thursday.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is working with the state and local health departments in New York to
contact exposed passengers and crew.
“With an airline, it’s very easy because you know exactly who was there. If you’re in the grocery store, it’s not quite as
easy,” Seay said.
The infected passenger believes he or she contracted COVID-19 while in Florida and didn’t start showing symptoms until
arriving home. That person immediately self-quarantined.
The news makes travelers like Scales think twice about their next flight.
“Unless I had to fly right now, I just would not,” she said.

It’s unclear if that traveler wore a mask on the flight. Allegiant’s mask mandate goes into effect Thursday.
Anyone who was on one of those flights is asked to contact their county Department of Health as soon as possible as they
may have been exposed to the virus.
Warren County officials said Thursday they had a 30-day period of “next to nothing in terms of new cases,” but Wednesday,
the three positive cases were reported.
“These three new positive cases should serve as a wake-up call to anybody who isn’t taking this virus seriously. New York
State and the Capital Region have improved, but the threat remains and all the progress we’ve made can be undermined. It’s
no great mystery that Florida and many other states have been struggling with spikes in this virus. If you haven’t already
gotten smart about your vacation decisions, then get smart. You’re putting yourself and your community at risk,” said Ryan
Moore, county administrator with Warren County.
CDC statement:
“Under current federal regulations, pilots must report all illnesses and deaths to CDC before arriving to a U.S. destination.
According to CDC disease protocols, if a sick traveler is considered a risk to the public’s health, CDC works with local and
state health departments and international public health agencies to contact exposed passengers and crew.
“Potentially exposed persons will be contacted using the information provided by travelers to the airline. That is why it is
important travelers give airlines current contact information when booking tickets to ensure they can be notified if they were
exposed to a sick traveler on a flight.”

https://www.winknews.com/2020/07/02/ny-county-issues-alert-after-passengers-from-punta-gorda-airport-test-positive-for-covid-19/
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Oliver has best qualities
for airport job
Editor:
COVID-19 has disrupted
the lives of everyone in our
community. While Florida
is slowly opening back up, it
is the Punta Gorda Airport
that will be the key to helping
Charlotte County’s economy
recover.
Vanessa Oliver, candidate
for Airport Authority, has the
knowledge and experience
to lead our airport to greater
economic success. She grew up
in Charlotte County and has
observed how our community
has evolved over the past 30
years. As an economics major
at the College of William and
Mary, she has the education to
appreciate the airport’s unique
low-cost model. As an attorney,
she has the skills to interpret
complicated FAA regulations.
As a businesswoman, she has
the experience to keep the
airport’s budget conservative
and expand economic
opportunities.
Vanessa supports the type
of growth that brings higher
wage jobs to the airport
and its properties, without
compromising the charm,
warmth, and small-town feel
of our community. She wants
to help grow passenger counts
to support the restaurants
and shops that we all enjoy,
and she will promote adding
new airlines and destinations
so residents can travel more
conveniently.
Vanessa Oliver has the right
vision and skills for Airport
Authority, and she will have
my vote on August 18.
Jaclyn Trombley
Punta Gorda

Punta Gorda Airport passenger traffic begins to rebound
Published: July 9, 2020 1:26 PM EDT

The Charlotte County Airport Authority said Thursday that passenger traffic at Punta Gorda Airport is improving after a
sharp decline due to the pandemic.
The airport’s passenger count for June 2020 totaled 93,767, with 47,846 departing and 45,921 arriving. June 2020’s
passenger count was down just 30% from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and planes were an average of 72% full, the
airport authority said.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers resume
air travel to and from Punta Gorda,” said Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay. “Airport management has worked quickly
to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April.”
Seay is one of the frequent flyers helping passenger traffic recover, saying she “just recently flew with confidence on
Allegiant, and has flights booked for August and October as well.”
Private air charter and general aviation traffic also rebounded in June, indicating further confidence by private pilots to fly.
Air traffic control data shows that the number of total takeoffs and landings, including Allegiant flights, general aviation
traffic, and military and air taxi operations, was 5,787, down only 6% from June 2019.
Allegiant implemented a face-covering requirement for all passengers and crew members while traveling and at the airport.
There is also reduced exposure during PGD’s open-air boarding process, which also allows for adequate social distancing. In
addition, the Airport Authority has implemented stringent sanitation and cleaning protocols at the terminal, and Allegiant on
its aircraft, to further reduce risk of exposure.

https://www.winknews.com/2020/07/09/punta-gorda-airport-passenger-traffic-begins-to-rebound/

Passenger traffic at Punta Gorda Airport improving
By Laura Finaldi Posted Jul 10, 2020 at 4:18 PM

Passenger traffic at Punta Gorda Airport was down 30% in June compared to last year as activity has started to pick up at the
airport after a devastating April and May.
A total of 93,767 passengers traveled through Punta Gorda Airport in June. That’s up from 63,314 passengers in May and
just 12,030 in April, accounting for a 48% drop in May passenger traffic and a 93% drop in April.
The airport had 151,783 passengers in March, a drop of 31%, after a busy February when passenger traffic increased by 35%
compared to the year before.
Planes were 72% full on average in the month of June, according to a press release from the airport.
“Airport management has worked quickly to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the
fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April,” Charlotte
County Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay said.
The sole airline operating at Punta Gorda Airport is Allegiant Air. The low-cost airline said it operated at 70% of its normal
capacity in June. Capacity was down by 17.5% compared to the same month last year, according to the airline, but bookings
were higher than expected.
Increases coronavirus cases across the country, however, have impacted bookings, causing the airline to lower expectations
for the months ahead.
“We recognize the situation is fluid, and that demand could be impacted by additional shutdowns and required quarantines in
our markets,” said Gregory Anderson, executive vice president, chief financial officer and principal accounting officer of
Allegiant Travel Company. “As a result, we remain focused on finding ways to eliminate costs and preserve cash.”
https://www.heraldtribune.com/business/20200710/passenger-traffic-at-punta-gorda-airport-improving

Airport passenger count rises despite pandemic
By SUE ERWIN Jul 10, 2020

The Charlotte County Airport Authority announced that the Punta Gorda Airport passenger count continues to
improve, according to a news release.
The numbers for June totaled 93,767, with 47,846 departing passengers and 45,921 arriving passengers. June 2020’s
passenger count was down just 30% from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and planes were an average of 72% full,
the release states.
Private air charter and general aviation traffic also rebounded in June, indicating further confidence by private pilots
to fly, according to the Airport Authority.
Air traffic control data shows that the number of total takeoffs and landings, including Allegiant flights, general
aviation traffic, and military and air taxi operations, was 5,787, down only 6% from June 2019.
The authority reported that airline travelers totaled 151,783 in March of 2020, dropped to 12,030 in April, and then
grew to 63,314 in May.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers
resume air travel to and from Punta Gorda,” Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay said. “Airport management
has worked quickly to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the fallout of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April.”
On July 2, Allegiant implemented a face covering requirement for all passengers and crew members while traveling
and including at the airport. In addition, the Airport Authority states that rigid sanitation and cleaning protocols have
been installed at the terminals and on Allegiant aircraft.
For more information, go to www.flypgd.com.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/airport-passenger-count-rises-despite-pandemic/article_620bc060-c209-11ea-8fe4-2bc2e8a2df4b.html

More than 90,000 people traveled through Punta Gorda Airport in June.
PUNTA GORDA — The rate of declining passenger traffic at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County is reversing, as more
passengers begin to travel again from steeper drops in March, April and May.
Passenger count for June totaled 93,767 people, with 47,846 departing passengers and 45,921 arriving passengers, according
to a statement from the Charlotte County Airport Authority. That’s down 30% from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and
planes were an average of 72% full, the release adds. The airport’s dominant air carrier is low-cost airline Allegiant.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers resume
air travel to and from Punta Gorda,” says Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay in a statement. “Airport management has
worked quickly to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the fallout of the COVID-19
pandemic, which caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April,” Seay said.
Private air charter and general aviation traffic also rebounded in June. Air traffic control data shows the number of takeoffs
and landings, including Allegiant flights, general aviation traffic and military and air taxi operations, total 5,787 in June,
down 6% from June 2019.
On July 2, Allegiant implemented a face-covering requirement for all passengers and crewmembers while traveling and
including at the airport. There is also reduced exposure during PGD’s open-air boarding process, the statement says, which
also allows for adequate social distancing amongst passengers. In addition, the Airport Authority has implemented stringent
sanitation and cleaning protocols at the terminal, and Allegiant on its aircraft, to further reduce risk of exposure.
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-bounces-back-from-difficult-period-remains-down-on-the-year
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Allegiant precautions
were disappointing
Editor:
My ﬁancé and I booked a 5:30 p.m.
ﬂight out of Punta Gorda to Flint,
Michigan, on June 22 with Allegiant
Air. We entered a clean looking
plane with a misting vapor near the
interior ceiling. We were surprised
and unhappy, however, to see the
crew working without masks much
of the time.
We were also informed that it was
a full ﬂight so there was no possibility of any distancing of passengers.
We were all shoulder to shoulder
and not required to wear masks! To
add insult to injury, after announcing that a free packet of gloves,
sanitary wipes and a mask for
every passenger would be provided,
none were passed out! My ﬁancé
requested them and the attendant
opened the overhead and took out
two packets ... one for he and I. No
one else got one.
With the virus running rampant
in the U.S. and the resulting deaths
we are shocked at the negligence of
this airline.
Nancy Dwyer
Punta Gorda
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Eighty businesses have joined Chamber Guide so far
It wasn’t too long ago that
I reminded members of the
Charlotte County Chamber
of Commerce to not miss
out on inclusion in the 2021
Community Guide and
Business Directory. I think I
said something about more people are now looking for warm,
fresh air, open spaces away
from the hustle and bustle,
and a wide variety of natural
outdoor activities where they
can visit and do business.
I also touted that Charlotte
County is projected to be one of
the most popular, safest, visitor
and business destinations.
I may have even included a
clever mention of a tidal wave
of customers on the way, and to
not get left behind bobbing in
the wake.
Well, there really is something to this because the
following 80 proactive chamber
member businesses have already secured their advertising
space for the year in the print
magazine, the digital magazine,
and the website:
A Better Solution of Punta
Gorda; A+ Action Appliance
Service and Sales; Achieva
Credit Union; Air Trek;
AllyRides; Amberg Insurance
Center; Arthur Rutenberg
Homes/SandStar Homes; Arts

TERI ASHLEY
Charlotte County Chamber

and Humanities Council of
Charlotte County; Bayfront
Health; Brigon Homes; Buffalo
Graffix; Centennial Bank;
Center for Abuse and Rape
Emergencies (C.A.R.E.);
Charlotte County Airport
Authority; Charlotte County
Chorale; Charlotte County
Flowers;
Charlotte County Seawalls;
Charlotte County Tax
Collector; Charlotte Harbor
Aquatic Preserve; Charlotte
Harbor Event and Conference
Center; Charlotte Players;
Classic Coin Company;
Coldwell Banker Sunstar;
Curry Moving and Storage;
Dean’s Catering; Dean’s South
of the Border; Deep Creek
Golf Club; DK Consultants
of Florida; Fabulous Finds;
Fawcett Memorial Hospital;
Fishermen’s Village; Florida
Weekly;

Four Points by Sheraton
Punta Gorda Harborside;
Friendly Floors; Gettel of
Charlotte County; Gladstone
Companion Animal Services;
Homeowners of Port Charlotte
Village; Hometown Title and
Closing Services; Horner’s
RV Auto Sales and Service;
Hurricane Charley’s; Integrity
Employee Leasing; Jay Wunder,
CPA; Jones Family Insurance;
King Fisher Fleet; La Quinta
by Wyndham; Lennar Homes;
Maple Leaf Golf and Country
Club; Marianne Lilly, Re/
Max Harbor Realty; Military
Heritage Museum; Miller’s
Murphy Bed and Home Office;
Murdock Stones Etc.;
Myakka River Motorcoach
Resort; Nautilus Pools; Nix and
Associates Real Estate; Nolan
Family Insurance; Olsen, Lynch
and Wright, CPAs; Panther
Hollow Dental Lodge; Peace
River Botanical and Sculpture
Gardens; Pottery Express;
Premier Photographic Events;
Punta Gorda Symphony; Punta
Gorda/Englewood Beach
Visitor and Convention Bureau;
Ray Newberry Well Drilling;
Re/Max Harbor Realty;
Sandhill Healing Center;
SCORE Association, Port
Charlotte; Sharon Kerr,
Coldwell Banker Sunstar

Realty; Solaris Healthcare
Charlotte Harbor; Sonny’s
BBQ; St. Andrews South Golf
Club; Stan’s Septic Service and
Concrete Products; State Farm
Insurance, Kathy Nash; State
Farm Insurance, Mike Martin;
Storage America; Sun Coast
Media Group;
The Preserve; Virginia B
Andes Volunteer Community
Clinic; Visual Arts Center;
WhitCo Insurance Agency;
Worksite, LLC; and Wotitzky,
Wotitzky, Ross, McKinley and
Young, Attorneys at Law.
Did you read all 80 of them? I
sure hope you did. The deadline
for advertising is Aug. 14, and
the snazzy product will begin
distribution on Oct. 1. Ad space
is available for as little as $264.
Don’t be a business bobber. Call
us today at 941-627-2222.
CANDIDATES’ FORUM 2020
This is it: The 2020 event you
have all been waiting for will
be from 7:15 a.m. until 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Charlotte
Harbor Event and Conference
Center. The Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring its Candidates’ Forum
for individuals running for key
local, state and federal offices.
Each candidate will have his

or her own table where information and promotional pieces
may be displayed and distributed. This will allow members
the opportunity to visit and
converse with each candidate.
There will be no time allotted
for speaking to the group, but
we will visit each table and ask
for a brief introduction.
Additionally, we have
provided each candidate with
a question or questions from
the chamber’s Government
Affairs Committee. Candidates
have been asked to answer
each question in 300 words or
less and return the questionnaires for distribution to our
members. The answers will
be reproduced and distributed
in an unedited format. The
questions and answers will also
be available in the chamber
office and on the website at
charlottecountychamber.org.
Teri Ashley is the executive
director of the Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce, now
in its 95th year, with offices in
both Punta Gorda and Port
Charlotte. She can be reached
at 941-639-2222 or at tashley@
charlottecountychamber.org.

From: Gulfshore Business Magazine <newsletters@gulfshorelife.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 5:26 AM
Subject: Gulfshore Business Daily July 13

T O D A Y 'S N E W S
P U N T A G O R D A A IR P O R T T R A F F IC C O N T IN U E S R E C O V E R Y
The Charlotte County Airport Authority announced the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) passenger count for June 2020 totaled
93,767, with 47,846 departing passengers and 45,921 arriving passengers. June 2020’s passenger count was down 30%
from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and planes were an average of 72% full. Private air charter and general aviation
traffic also rebounded in June, according to a news release. Air traffic control data shows that the number of total
takeoffs and landings was 5,787, down 6% from June 2019. For more information, visit flypgd.com/updates.
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More new asphalt, plans for SR 776
By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — The
Florida Department of
Transportation is gearing up
to repave two more stretches
of State Road 776 near
Englewood.
More long-range planning is
also being considered for the
state road.
The Charlotte County/Punta
Gorda Metropolitan Planning
Organization — which
recommends where Charlotte
County’s share of federal and
state transportation funding
should be spent — will discuss
Monday whether it’s time to
undertake a study of S.R. 776
intersections and where traffic
signals will be needed in the
future.
The repaving of S.R.
776 from Spinnaker

Boulevard to Sunnybrook
Boulevard is substantially
completed, according to state
transportation officials. Now
it’s time to start two more
paving projects.
The Department of
Transportation now plans
to repave S.R. 776 from
Sunnybrook east to the
Coliseum Boulevard-Pinedale
Drive intersection in Gulf
Cove. Work on improving the
Coliseum-Pinedale intersection
near the Gulf Cove Publix
shopping center has already
started.
“Construction on the S.R.
776 project from Sunnybrook
Boulevard to Pinedale
Drive started today,” FDOT
spokeswoman JoAnn May
said Monday. Completion is
scheduled for next spring.
“Paving usually takes place
toward the end of the project

time frame,” May said.
On similar time schedule,
the state is preparing to repave
S.R. 776 from the Placida RoadPine Street intersection east to
Spinnaker Boulevard.
“Crews are currently
widening the westbound lanes
and placing base rock,” May
said. “The directional drilling
for signals is expected to start
early August.”
Preferred Materials, the
contractor on both repaving
projects, will be working
during the evening and early
morning hours. Motorists
should anticipate periodic lane
closures between 7 p.m. to
6 a.m.
TRAFFIC SIGNAL PLANNING
The MPO board — made
up of elected representatives
from the Charlotte County
Commission, the Punta Gorda

City Council and the Punta
Gorda Airport board — will
be asked Monday whether
they want to study S.R. 776
intersections in Charlotte
County from the Placida RoadPine Street intersection east
to U.S. 41 in Port Charlotte.
In recent years, the state
has installed lights at the
Riverwood Drive and Flamingo
Boulevard.
The study could be added
to the MPO’s list of priority
projects
The corridor study could
help determine which SR
776 intersections will need
traffic signals in the future,
MPO executive director Gary
Harrell suggested. A similar
study was conducted along U.S
41 in Charlotte County.
When the study could start
will depend upon when FDOT
funding becomes available,

Harrell said.
Harrell wouldn’t hazard a
guess how much it cost, but
said the study itself could
prove expensive. However, it
would provide the MPO with
vital planning information
since it will analyze
automobile crashes, gather
other data and focus plans for
future improvements.
The MPO board meets 2 p.m.
Monday in the commission
chambers (Room 119) in the
Murdock Administration
Building, 18500 Murdock
Circle, Port Charlotte. For
more information, call 941-8833535 or visit ccmpo.com.
Email: steve.reilly@yoursun.
com
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Punta Gorda Airport traffic
shows recovery, airport authority says
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority announced the Punta Gorda
Airport passenger count for June totaled
93,767, with 47,846 departing passengers and 45,921 arriving passengers.
June’s passenger count was down
30% from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and planes were an average of 72
percent full.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to
improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers
resume air travel to and from Punta
Gorda,” said Airport Authority Board
Chair Pam Seay. “Airport management
has worked quickly to incorporate an
enhanced culture of health and safety
since grappling with the fallout of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a
sharp decline in air travel worldwide in
March and April,” she said.
Ms. Seay is one of the frequent flyers helping passenger traffic recover;
adding that she “just recently flew with
confidence on Allegiant, and has flights
booked for August and October as well.”
Private air charter and general aviation traffic also rebounded in June,
indicating further confidence by private
pilots to fly. Air traffic control data
shows that the number of total takeoffs and landings, including Allegiant
flights, general aviation traffic, and
military and air taxi operations,
was 5,787, down only 6% from
June 2019.
The Airport Authority’s
commitment to the safety
of all passengers, visitors,
tenants and staff is sup-

ported by several advantages of flying
through PGD. Allegiant’s air service
model offers low-cost, nonstop flights,
where travelers can avoid connections
and reduce the time spent in the airport,
due to PGD’s easy-to-navigate Bailey
Terminal. On July 2, Allegiant implemented a face-covering requirement for
all passengers and crew members while
traveling and including at the airport.
There is also reduced exposure during
PGD’s open-air boarding process, which
also allows for adequate social distancing among passengers. In addition,
the Airport Authority has implemented
stringent sanitation and cleaning protocols at the terminal, and Allegiant
on its aircraft, to further reduce risk of
exposure.
In addition to the Bailey Terminal
that is used for commercial passenger traffic, the Airport Authority
provides fueling and tie-down
service for general aviation
aircraft through its Fixed
Base Operator. For more
information, visit www.
flypgd.com/updates. ■
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Punta Gorda Airport traffic shows recovery, airport authority says
The Charlotte County Airport Authority announced the Punta Gorda Airport
passenger count for June totaled 93,767,
with 47,846 departing passengers and
45,921 arriving passengers.
June’s passenger count was down 30%
from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and
planes were an average of 72 percent full.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to
improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers resume air travel to and from Punta
Gorda,” said Airport Authority Board
Chair Pam Seay.
“Airport management has worked
quickly to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling
with the fallout of the COVID-19 pan-

demic, which caused a sharp decline in
air travel worldwide in March and April,”
she said.
Ms. Seay is one of the frequent flyers helping passenger traffic recover;
adding that she “just recently flew with
confidence on Allegiant, and has flights
booked for August and October as well.”

Private air charter and general aviation
traffic also rebounded in June, indicating further confidence by private pilots
to fly. Air traffic control data shows that
the number of total takeoffs and landings, including Allegiant flights, general
aviation traffic, and military and air taxi
operations, was 5,787, down only 6% from
June 2019.
The Airport Authority’s commitment
to the safety of all passengers, visitors,
tenants and staff is supported by several
advantages of flying through PGD. Allegiant’s air service model offers low-cost,
nonstop flights, where travelers can avoid
connections and reduce the time spent
in the airport, due to PGD’s easy-to-navigate Bailey Terminal. On July 2, Allegiant

implemented a face-covering requirement for all passengers and crew members while traveling and including at the
airport. There is also reduced exposure
during PGD’s open-air boarding process,
which also allows for adequate social
distancing among passengers. In addition,
the Airport Authority has implemented
stringent sanitation and cleaning protocols at the terminal, and Allegiant on its
aircraft, to further reduce risk.
In addition to the Bailey Terminal that
is used for commercial passenger traffic,
the Airport Authority provides fueling
and tie-down service for general aviation
aircraft through its Fixed Base Operator.
For more information, visit www.flypgd.
com/updates. ■
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consortium is now behind
Oliver using dirty politics
funded with PAC money out of
Tallahassee and has already
shown up in Oliver’s campaign
Editor:
ﬁnances.
I endorse Bob Starr for
Voters need to ask “who” is
Charlotte County Airport
behind
Oliver seeking a seat
Authority. Starr has extensive
on the Airport Authority and
business experience. His good
character distinguishes him as why? What is the agenda?
the ethical candidate. Starr had The Charlotte County Airport
Authority does not need a
a 27-year career with Proctor
puppet and demagogue in its
and Gamble management,
ranks. Bob Starr is the only
before retiring to Charlotte
candidate worthy of your vote!
County in 1984. In 2008 he
Rob Hancik
was elected to the Charlotte
Charlotte County Airport
County Commission. Starr has
Authority commissioner
been an active Republican for
Punta Gorda
over 25 years and currently
serves as the Republican State
Committeeman for Charlotte
County.
The other candidate, Vanessa
Grant Oliver, was involved
in the nasty campaign in the
last Airport Authority election. Voters need to consider
Oliver’s conduct in that election. Oliver would bring with
her the baggage of her friend,
Julie Price, who was roundly
defeated, after spending tens of
thousands of dollars in “dark
money” from Tallahassee.
Oliver’s leadership in the
Economic Development
Partnership failed to get Julie
Price elected. Where is her
community strength?
The nasty campaign of the
consortium behind Julie Price
had nothing to do with my
credentials and successful
aviation career. The nastiness
was emotionally stressful on
my family and me. The same

Starr has better
credentials
for the job
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Airport authority candidates have different priorities
By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

Voters in the Republican
Primary in Charlotte County
have a choice between two
very different candidates for
the Airport Authority District
1 seat. Vanessa Oliver and Bob
Starr are both vying for the
position, which has held by
Commissioner Pam Seay for 24
years.
Oliver is an attorney and the
daughter of State Rep. Mike
Grant. She serves as the chief
administrative officer of his
company, Ambitrans. She grew
up in the area, attended the
College of William and Mary,
and returned to Florida for

OLIVER

STARR

law school at the University
of Florida. After working at
a ﬁrm in Eustis, she and her
husband returned to Charlotte
County about eight years ago.
She’s running for the
Airport Authority because it’s
“so vitally important for our
community,” and she said she
was raised to give back where
she can and she believes her
skill set ﬁts the job.

Oliver has worked with
the Economic Development
Partnership and is on the
United Way board, whose goal
is to eliminate poverty. She
wants to create high-paying
jobs in the area, so it’s a place
where her children will one
day have opportunities, and
multiple generations can live
and thrive together.
She wants to bring more
passengers through the airport
by continuing the airport’s
relationship with Allegiant and
pursuing additional airlines
with the incentive of low costs.
She also wants to bring more
ancillary services to generate
revenue, such as a hotel and
more restaurants.

Finally, Oliver hopes to
bring more tenants to the
industrial park. She believes
the airport should approach
companies that are currently
looking to save on costs and
maybe hoping to return from
overseas. With no state income
tax and infrastructure already
in place, she said it’s ripe for
opportunity.
“At the end of the day,
I care so much about this
community,” she said. “I love
it here.”
Starr has different priorities
when it comes to the airport.
He is a former Charlotte
County commissioner
and prior chairman of the
Republican Party in Charlotte

County. He said he was ready
to retire but got into the race
because of the noise from
planes ﬂying over his home.
In recent years, it’s become
“unbearable,” he said. Starr
believes as a commissioner,
he would be able to change
the ﬂight patterns to reduce
noise from planes in eastern
Charlotte County. He believes
it’s a simple matter of
redirecting them over DeSoto
County, rather than over areas
like Deep Creek, Charlotte
Harbor and Ridge Harbor.
“This is a simple ﬁx and a
big problem,” he said.
However, Oliver said a
study by the Federal Aviation
SEE AIRPORT, 3C
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Administration shows the
noise isn’t a huge issue.
While it’s subjective, she said
at her home in Deep Creek,
she doesn’t ﬁnd the noise to
be intrusive.
Starr also believes the
airport should be making
more money from Allegiant.
In a comparable airport, he
said there would be an $8.25
deplaning fee per passenger,
but at the Punta Gorda
Airport, they pay only 27
cents.
He also thinks Allegiant is
unlikely to ﬁnish Sunseeker
Resort in Charlotte Harbor
and believes someone needs
to “hold their feet to the
ﬁre.”
Oliver said she doesn’t see
how the Airport Authority
would have any ability to
make the company ﬁnish
Sunseeker, and she believes
the current low-cost model
is good for both the airport,
consumers, and Allegiant.
“It’s working,” she said.
“We have a different model,
but I would stake our
ﬁnances on any airport in
the country.”
Like Oliver, Starr also
believes in bringing more
business and development
to the area around the
airport, and he believes he
has the skills to make that
happen. He helped bring
Cheney Brothers to the area
when he was on the County
Commission and worked
for Procter & Gamble for
27 years. He said the board
needs to be proactive and
could take steps such as
hiring a marketing ﬁrm to
ﬁnd the best for for the area.
“You need to go out and
look for people,” he said.
“You’ve got to ask for the
order.”
Email: anne.easker@yoursun.
com

Local airports no longer screening passengers from tri-state area
by Kyra Shportun July 21, 2020

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA – Passengers arriving from the tri-state area are no longer being screened at local airports.
A spokesperson with the RSW airport said they currently “have no one from the Department of Health of their designated
agents at RSW meeting flights from NY/NJ/CT.”
The Florida Department of Health is responsible for greeting arriving passengers and providing them with quarantine
information.
A spokesperson with the Punta Gorda Airport said she understands that “the DOH is no longer screening passengers coming
into PGD.”
The FDOH has not responded for comment.
No further information was immediately available.

https://nbc-2.com/news/local/2020/07/21/local-airports-no-longer-screening-passengers-from-tri-state-area/
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State Road 776 to have its future mapped out
Where do you think there should
be traffic lights, improvements?
The study would
evaluate the state road
from the Pine StreetENGLEWOOD —
Placida Road intersection
What’s the future of State east to Murdock Circle
Road 776 in Charlotte
and U.S 41.
County?
The study is more than
Without discussion, the predicting future traffic
Charlotte County/Punta
counts, MPO executive
Gorda Metropolitan
director Gary Harrell
Planning Organization
suggested. The study
board — made up of
will take into account
elected representatives
future residential and
from the Charlotte
commercial development,
County Commission,
such as the development
the Punta Gorda City
of Murdock Village, and
Council and the Punta
other factors along the
Gorda Airport Authority roadway.
— voted unanimously
The MPO itself
Monday to conduct
recommends — in
a corridor study of
coordination with the
S.R. 776.
Florida Department of
By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

Transportation — where
Charlotte County would
like to see its share of
federal and state gas
taxes spent. While the
state road study has
not yet been added
to the MPO’s list of
projects, Harrell said
he anticipates the study
could be scheduled to
start in the next couple
of years.
But sometime in
the next ﬁve years,
S.R. 776 should see some
improvements to three
intersections.
Charlotte County and
state traffic engineers
determined the S.R.
776-Gulfstream/
Willmington Boulevard
intersection in Gulf Cove
warrants a traffic signal,
Harrell said.
Gulfstream Boulevard

sees traffic to and from
the Home Depot store
and West Charlotte MiniTransfer and Recycling
Center. Gulfstream is
also a collector road for
much of the Englewood
East and Rotonda West
subdivisions.
North of the state
road, during the school
year, parents drop
off and pick up their
children at Myakka River
Elementary School on
Willmington Boulevard,
which is about a halfmile away. It’s also a
well-traveled collector
road for Englewood
East and the Gulf Cove
subdivision.
Turn lanes and other
improvements are
planned along the state
road at the Charlotte
Sports Park.

In anticipation of
Charlotte County
expanding Flamingo
Road to four lanes
and potential growth
in Murdock Village,
the S.R. 776/Flamingo
intersection will be
improved to prepared to
meet that growth.

To learn more about
the MPO, its long-range
planning and other
improvements, visit
ccmpo.com.
Email: steve.reilly@
yoursun.com
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School board, airport candidates face off in virtual debate
Reopening schools,
economy among
topics
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — The
Charlotte County Chamber of
Commerce hosted an online
Zoom debate Wednesday
featuring the four candidates
running in the primary
election this year.
Charlotte County School
Board District 2 candidates
Kim Amontree (incumbent)
faced off against challenger
Joe Williams.
For the Charlotte County
Airport Authority District 1
seat, Vanessa Oliver went up
against Bob Starr.

THE SCHOOL BOARD
1. Candidates were asked how
they would ensure students receive
the best education despite issues
with COVID-19.
Williams thought they should
delay the students’ return
to school beyond the Aug. 31
return date, “possibly after
Labor Day.”
He also suggested installing
cameras inside the classrooms
for home learning and to
stagger classes when students
return.
“If we staggered it where the
students were in school for a
couple of days every week and
then had the home distance
learning for the remainder of
the week, I really think that is
a much safer way of handling
this matter,” Williams said.

member is sent home because
of coronavirus.
“How do we make sure that
that student is able to keep
learning during that two-week
time period,” Amontree said.
“(Teachers and staff) if they
test positive ... we’re going to
need to make sure we have
substitute teachers on call, bus
drivers, food service workers;
it is going to be an enormous
challenge.”
Williams admitted that reopening was a big challenge but
2. Candidates were also asked
that it is “a one-time challenge”
what they thought the biggest
compared to what he saw as
struggles would be for Charlotte
larger long-term concerns such
County public schools and how to
as a lack of communication
overcome them.
between teachers and parents.
Amontree said reopening
Because of this, Williams
schools was the biggest struggle
said that students are falling
right now.
through the cracks.
She sees another part of
“That’s the reason we have to
that struggle as what to do
(grade on the curve) right now,”
if a student, teacher or staff
Amontree supported the
Aug. 31 return, stating it was
as late as they could push the
delay and that students are now
required to wear masks or face
coverings while at school.
“Our students have an important role to play in keeping
our entire community safe and
I think when we talk to students about (that) role ... that
they will rise to that challenge,”
Amontree said.

Williams said. “If you give
somebody who earned an ‘F’ a
‘C’, how in the world can you
say they passed and consider
that graduating?”
THE AIRPORT AUTHORITY
1. Candidates were asked what
they envisioned for the future
economic impact of Punta Gorda
Airport on the community.
Starr said he sees the airport
as a huge economic driver for
Charlotte County, but he thinks
the Airport Authority should
be more proactive.
“Let’s go to New York,” Starr
said. “Let’s ﬁnd some big real
estate brokers who deal in
industrial real estate. We need
to take the bull by the horns,
ﬁnd potential people (like
SEE DEBATE, 3B
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Cheney Bros.). Let’s go and sell
the beneﬁts of the Charlotte
County (and the) airport and
get them to relocate here.”
Oliver thought the Airport
Authority should encourage
passengers with additional
destinations and other low-cost

carriers, adding services like
a parking garage, restaurants
and hotels and recruiting more
aviation-related businesses to
the area.
“The airport (also) needs to
focus on health and safety in order to encourage passengers to
return at pre-pandemic levels,”
Oliver said. “I think that we see
there is forward momentum
and I’m optimistic that we are
going to recover from this.”

2. Candidates were also asked
what they thought the biggest
struggle would be for PGD.
Oliver said the biggest
struggle right now is reduced
passenger count, which leads
to a lower operating revenue
than anticipated during last
year’s budget process.
“I propose to maintain our
low-cost model,” Oliver said.
“I think it is utterly critical so
that we can not only maintain

Allegiant Air but so we can
also help them to expand and
help other airlines come here
to Punta Gorda.”
Starr said their biggest
problem is that the airport is
very dependent on grants and
ﬁnancing from the general
aviation community.
“As an example, the hangar
and tie-down fees are $799,000
per year for everybody out
there except Allegiant,” Starr

said. “They pay nothing.
The low-cost model is being
subsidized by the taxpayers,
by grants, fees to the people
coming in and the general
aviation community and that’s
the most important thing.”
Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com
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Florida charter jet business stalls, then climbs
BY NANCY STETSON
nstetson@ﬂoridaweekly.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Many private jet companies — especially in
Florida — are on an upward trajectory.

When COVID-19 hit, the charter jet
industry, along with most other businesses,
went into a nose dive.
People were sheltering in place and hardly anyone was traveling for business.
Now many private jet companies — especially in Florida — are on an upward trajectory.
“There was a massive drop in volume,”
says Ryan Waguespack, senior vice presi-

dent of the National Air Transport Association, pointing to Easter Sunday as the low
point.
“In terms of the overall drop … it got
into the same range as the commercial (airlines), an 80 percent-plus in the drop-off in
the industry. It was steep. The volume just
dropped off a cliff.”
But now, he says, “We’ve seen a slow and
steady recovery.”
That recovery’s been inconsistent across
the industry, he says, noting that some comSEE JET, A10 X
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“There is an influx of private residents wanting to fly in private aircraft; they want to be safe, they want to know everyone on their plane.”
— Dana Carr, co-owner and vice president/director of operations of Air Trek Inc.

SHORELINE AVIATION / COURTESY PHOTO

Shoreline Aviation is based in Boston but has aircraft space at Palm Beach International Airport. It has a fleet of six aircraft that can seat, on the average, seven to 10 people.

JET
From page 1
panies are doing better and some are
still hurting signiﬁcantly.
“There are multiple factors, including
geography. The places that were harder
hit are still being impacted more than
places that haven’t been. It can also
depend upon what aircraft they might
be ﬂying.”
Companies vary in size and composition, he says, adding, “Not every
company is created equal. One may be
in business for 40 years with 30 aircraft,
and then a newer (company) with ﬁve
aircraft may be in a geography that
might be heavily impacted.”
The most negatively affected airport
in the country was New Jersey’s Teterboro Airport, he says, which is the primary airport for private jets for New
York City.
“But things have improved quite a bit
there. What’s interesting is that private
aviation has shifted into an essential
piece of travel,” he notes. “If you’re concerned for your health, and you have to
move from A to B, going to a commercial
airline terminal will give you 700 touch
points for one trip. You can cut that
down to below 30 touch points when
you ﬂy on a private charter.”
“People are looking at private aviation
as more of a utility than a luxury,” says
Greg Johnson, president of Tuvoli, a
marketplace and banking platform in the
private aviation industry. “Anecdotally,
between 30 and 50% of the ﬂights now
are new jet ﬂiers, people who have not
ﬂown (charter) before.”
Some, he says, are people who have
always had the means to ﬂy privately,
but ﬂew commercially because it was
cheaper.
“But now, it’s not about luxury or opu-

lence, it’s about being safe,” Mr. Johnson
says.
And some who have always ﬂown
privately are now including other family
members, such as parents and siblings.
Business travel has not really returned
yet.
“Most people aren’t going back into
their ofﬁce, so you’re not traveling to
meet with others — there’s no one to
meet there,” says Mr. Johnson. “Until we
start to see people adjust back to going
back into the ofﬁce, I’m not sure we’ll
see business travel.”
But the uptick in chartered ﬂights is
due to people’s desire for private travel.
“People feel that ﬂying privately is
essential,” says Mr. Johnson. “I read
somewhere that 30% or more of the
population is at a high risk, a substantial
number in the U.S., either due to age, or
diabetes, asthma – a lot of pre-existing
conditions. If you fall into those categories and have the means to ﬂy privately,
or have a relative who does, then you’re
more likely to.”
Mr. Waguespack talked to one large
company who said they’d had 281 new,
ﬁrst-time customers in the last two
months.
“The industry’s really taken the bull
by the horns,” he says, “in terms of
sanitizing, disinfecting, wearing gloves.
There have been huge industry initiatives with the best cleaning practices.”
Some private airports are seeing higher than last year’s volumes, he says, noting that for the last week in June, Naples
was 37% above its numbers for 2019.
In addition to Naples, Opa-Locka and
Fort Lauderdale in Florida are doing
well, adds Mr. Johnson, as are the Hamptons and Aspen, Colorado, elsewhere in
the nation.
“But outside of Florida, you’re not
seeing that. The situation is so dynamic;
we look at this data every day. If there
are lockdowns or shutdowns, it lags the
activity.”

Neither can predict the long-term
impact of the pandemic on the industry.
“We’re all hopeful they’ll be long-term
customers, even after a vaccine (is discovered),” he says. “We’re encouraged at
the moment. The private is doing better
than the public (aviation.) We all say it:
we’re happy to see the volume coming
back, but we’re nervous about tomorrow.
“It could all turn on a dime.”
Here’s a look at how COVID-19 has
affected four area companies.

Number of first-time users up
Elite Jets is a 3-year old company
based out of the Naples Municipal Airport.
“We are the largest tenant on the
ﬁeld,” says Stephen Myers, the company’s vice president who also pilots for
them. They have six aircraft: ﬁve jets and
one helicopter.
Elite Jets has its own lobby and gate,
which is important, he says, because
“as our clientele come in, they’re not
with a bunch of other people. They like
the safety of it. And they’re only on the
airplane with people they know; it’s not
like they’re getting on with 100 people
they don’t know who they are or where
they were.”
Passengers can drive onto the airﬁeld
and directly to the plane. They even
have the option of handling their own
luggage, if they don’t want someone else
touching it. The aircraft are disinfected
and sanitized according to CDC requirements.
The pandemic, he says, “affected us
dramatically.”
When everything began shutting
down in March, “airports shut down,
states shut down, cities shut down. Even
though we are classiﬁed as an essential
business, we stayed open, but with no
place to go, our business went down
15.6% for the month of April. And then in
May, we were at 54.4% of what we would
normally be. And in June, we were about

120% of normal.
“Now (people) have places to go; the
states are open again. We believe there
was pent-up demand, for starters. A lot
of people can afford to ﬂy (private jets)
but never did. But now because they’re
in a certain age or risk category, they like
the fact they can be in a plane without
other people. And they don’t have to
worry about a ﬂight being cancelled.”
Elite Jets has seen a large percentage
of ﬁrst-time clients. Mr. Myers estimates
that it’s about 40%.
Fares for commercial ﬂights have risen
and some routes have been cancelled, he
says. One of his clients needed to go to
San Diego and had booked a ﬂight with
a commercial airline months in advance.
But the number of planes and routes
reduced, he learned he would now have
an eight-hour layover in Atlanta. He cancelled his ﬂight and ﬂew via private jet.
“There’s a lot of reasons why people
are looking at private air travel,” Mr.
Myers says. “Safety, security, convenience. Also, if you ﬂy in a smaller airplane, you can land in a smaller airport,
which can be closer to your destination.”
Some airline and charter companies have gone out of business, he says,
because “they were not ﬁnancially well
enough to weather the storm. Fortunately, we are ﬁnancially strong enough
to survive.”
His said his company believes things
will start to uptick in October.
“We don’t know,” he says, “We don’t
know if June was a ﬂash in the pan. It
could’ve been pent-up demand. But the
number of ﬁrst-time private travelers
saying we’re never going to ﬂy commercial again (is promising.)”

‘No disadvantage’ to charters
Shoreline Aviation is based in Boston
but has aircraft space at Palm Beach
International Airport. It has a ﬂeet of
six aircraft that can seat, on the average,
seven to 10 people.
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“I would say there probably was a
three- to four-week period of very few
ﬂights, and two to three of almost no
ﬂights,” says Geoff Douglass, who is
in charge of overseeing the company’s
Florida business development.
“In Palm Beach, three weeks ago,
things were starting to open back up.
I think people, because of COVID, had
their winter plans changed. They got
stuck here longer than they’d planned,
and had to push their travel plans back.
It’s the dual residents who also have residences in the northeast that we’re seeing the most. In terms of personal travel,
we have seen a lot of one-way ﬂights.”
Shoreline Aviation also received an
increase in the number of inquiries —
300% more than average, Mr. Douglass
says.
“There is really no disadvantage to
ﬂying charter,” he says. “It’s a very personalized experience and convenient.
Part of that convenience is that the
smaller aircraft can get into smaller airports – local, regional airports. It’s a lot
more efﬁcient. If it’s something you can
afford to do, there is no reason not to ﬂy
charter. It’s extremely safe, very convenient and just a good way to (travel.)”

From negative to positive
Aeronautical Charters Inc., an aircraft charter and management company
based at Page Field in Fort Myers has
been in business for 17 years. They have
four planes: three in Fort Myers and one
based in Vero Beach.
“At the beginning of COVID, business
dropped off,” says Glenn Frith, ACI’s
president who is also a charter pilot.
“It stopped, essentially, for about two
weeks.”
Then ﬂights began to pick up. Now
ACI is ﬂying four to ﬁve days a week,
“almost back to pre-COVID level,” which
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Shoreline Aviation also received an increase in inquiries — 300% more than average.
was ﬂying seven days a week.
They’ve seen an increase in people
who haven’t used their service before.
In a typical year, ACI will have 10 to 15%
new ﬂiers. Now that percentage is closer
to 40%, Mr. Frith says. And they’re telling
him that they’re not going to ﬂy on the
commercial airlines any more.
“They’re just not interested in going
on the airlines any more because of the
exposure to more people. And every one
of them has said, this is what we’re doing
from now on.”
Much of their business now is taking
people to their homes up north for the
summer.
“And we’re starting to see more businesses too. Also, airlines have cut back
so many ﬂights that you can’t really get
to where you need to get to,” he says.
“They’ve cancelled and restricted service to some places, so it’s difﬁcult to
people to get to their destinations. Some

people can’t get to what they need to get
to on a (commercial) airline.”
To maintain safety, the airplanes are
sanitized every night with a fogging
machine that sterilizes the plane. Everyone wears masks.
And the company also takes passengers’ temperatures and has them ﬁll out
an afﬁdavit that they haven’t been in
contact with anyone who has COVID19 and have never tested positive for
COVID-19.
They are also looking at acquiring
some new planes later this year.
“What started out to be a pretty big
negative I think will turn around to be a
big positive for us,” Mr. Frith says.

Bouncing back
Air Trek Inc. has been in business for
42 years in Southwest Florida. Headquartered at the Punta Gorda Airport,
they own and operate eight aircraft: four
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charter, three air ambulances and one
hybrid, that with slight modiﬁcation can
be a charter plane or an air ambulance.
“When COVID hit, there was a lot of
fear out there, a lot of people just didn’t
want to move or leave, “ says Dana Carr,
co-owner and vice president/director
of operations of Air Trek Inc. “We had
aircraft to ﬂy and no one to ﬂy.
“Our business was affected; our ﬁrst
quarter was negative and normally it’s
our money-making quarter. Spring and
Easter are our peak (times), our busiest
time of the year. The big hurt were the
months of March and April. In May and
June, we bounced back.”
They were down 45% from their usual
ﬁrst quarter. The second quarter, he
says, “is going to turn out to be pretty
good.” They expect to break even with
last year’s numbers.
“There is an inﬂux of private residents wanting to ﬂy in private aircraft;
they want to be safe, they want to know
everyone on their plane.”
Air Trek follows CDC guidelines re:
wearing masks, practicing social distancing and sanitizing.
“I have a cleaning crew that cleans
after every ﬂight, and they check it
before.”
Mr. Carr also personally checks the
aircraft himself. Despite having a cleaning crew, he will go in and check the
touch points and wipe them down, “just
for peace of mind.
“In the past, clients would get on
the aircraft, and smell that new leather
smell of a sports car,” Mr. Carr says.
“They liked to smell the cleanness in the
leather.
“Now, when they get on, they want to
smell Lysol disinfectant. I want my staff
and my clients to be healthy — and be
repeat customers six months from now
or even next month.” ■
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“COVID-19’s impact on the tourism industry has been nothing short of devastating ... A hotel boom
like we haven’t seen since the Flagler days came to a screeching halt, and now our priority remains
the health and safety of all our residents and visitors.”
— Jorge Pesquera, president and CEO of Discover The Palm Beaches

The pandemic
lockdown that
began in mid-March
dealt a crushing
blow to Florida’s
tourism industry
and there’s more
uncertainty on the
horizon.

BY EVAN WILLIAMS
ewilliams@ﬂoridaweekly.com
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South Florida’s economy was sailing along for a strong and in some
areas record year, but the pandemic
lockdown brought it to a grinding
halt during the last few months of what is
normally the busy season.
Official tourism marketing directors in Lee,
Charlotte, Collier and Palm Beach counties
reported a precipitous drop in visitation in
April and May, the latest month for which
tourist tax collections have officially been
recorded.
SEE TOURISM, A20 X
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Popular tourism spots in Florida are seeing reduced activity due to
COVID-19. Cautious optimism for increases does exist, however.
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“DTPB’s carefully timed promotion
of staycation deals and resident rates,
such as free room nights and other costsaving incentives, also has helped contribute to higher occupancies. Although
bed tax collections remain weak, they
greatly exceeded original projections
due to strong rates.”

TOURISM
From page 18
The impact has been lessened to some
degree because the halt in activity came
on the heels of strong sales. And in June
and early July, occupancy rates for some
hotels have risen, though they are still
far from full.
“COVID-19’s
impact on the tourism industry has
been nothing short of
devastating,” wrote
Jorge Pesquera, president and CEO of
Discover The Palm
Beaches. “A hotel
boom like we haven’t
PESQUERA
seen since the Flagler days came to a
screeching halt, and now our priority
remains the health and safety of all our
residents and visitors.” (Henry Flagler
founded Florida East Coast Railway in
1885).
Most counties have suffered a collapse of business and convention travel
and some report that many small businesses and their staffs are struggling
or not coming back. Florida’s considerable international travel market, too, has
dried up.
No one knows how the increasing
numbers of COVID-19 cases will play
out over the summer and into the fall,
how governments will respond and
when there will be a vaccine. Florida
Weekly checked in with leaders of tourism bureaus to find out how they see the
industry faring.

‘Cautiously optimistic’
Collier tourist tax collections – reported by hoteliers and vacation lodges
– were down 64.6 percent in May compared to a year before.
But due to strong sales from October
through May, the first eight months of
the fiscal year, overall tax collections
were down only 14.1
percent compared to
the same period in
2019.
And
occupancy
rates in June had
started to edge up
from the teens to
around 40 percent, WERT
with the weekends
driving most of the business.
“I would say we have seen some
recovery from the really difficult times,”
said Jack W. Wert, executive director
of the Naples, Marco Island, Everglades
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
But he adds, “That’s not sustainable,
you can’t pay the bills at that rate.
You’ve got to get back up over 50 percent and we’re not there yet.”
Hotels and restaurants have been
among the hardest hit businesses. Restaurants have only been allowed to fill
to 50 percent occupancy. And the effect
has outward ripples on small retail shops
and tour operators.
“The majority of them are 10 or less
employees,” Mr. Wert said. “They’re
the ones who have really been hit hard.
The mom and pop restaurants, many
of them closed early on and it does not
look like a number of them will reopen.
The smaller hotels too are really going
to struggle to come back.”
International travelers account for
roughly 20 percent of Collier County
visitation, Mr. Wert said, and group
meetings, which help bring in business
during otherwise slow summer months,
30 percent.
“Those have virtually been shut
down,” he said. “No meetings, no international travel. We’re really going to
feel that this summer.”
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Better, not out of the woods
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The tourism industry will not be able to rebound until consumers are confident to travel again.
Fewer are flying, more are driving.
While the pandemic has dominated
the news it has obscured or put on hold
other factors. There has been an ongoing trend toward wellness tourism that
Collier tourism officials have embraced
with the Blue Zone Project, a well-being
initiative; and a new $80 million Sports
Complex & Events Center, a portion of
which was recently completed, intended
to draw national youth sporting events.
And with airline flights on hold, Mr.
Wert and others have suggested this
could be a good summer for classic road
trips.
“People are traveling much more now
by car and I think for the foreseeable future that will continue,” he said.
“They’ll pack the family in the car and
they’ll do that traditional family vacation in Florida like they used to. I think
it’s going to take a while for air travel
to recover anywhere close to where it
was.”
The Collier bureau continues to market itself with this overriding message,
Mr. Wert said: “When you’re ready to
travel we’re ready to deliver those memorable experiences here in the NaplesMarco Island area.”
He remains “cautiously optimistic”
about the future and notes the area has
come back from every crisis situation
over the years, from the 9-11 terrorist
attacks to the Great Recession, and from
many other natural disasters as well.
“We’ve always recovered,” he said.

Rebound of flights critical
Across Lee County, strong early visitation numbers followed by the pandemic
lockdown left overall tourist tax collections down 12.45 percent from October
through May compared to last year.
Hotels saw some growth in occupancy
during June and the first part of July.
“As you would
expect, the tourism
industry has been
hit hard by the pandemic,” said Tamara
Pigott,
executive
director of the Lee
County Visitor &
Convention Bureau.
“Lee County was
having a very strong PIGOTT
start to the year, but
that came to an end in mid-March. Since
then, we have seen some improvements
but the increases have been incremental.
The pandemic has been a significant
blow to our local tourism industry.
“This decline in tourism applies to
nearly all destinations in the world. Lee
County is well positioned with many of
our best assets and biggest attractors of
visitors being the outdoors (beaches,
kayaking, fishing, birding, etc.), but the
industry will not be able to rebound
until consumers are confident to travel
again. Additionally, most of our visitors
annually arrive via a flight. A rebound
in flights will be critical to our success.”
Meanwhile, the agency is looking for-

ward as it continues to develop marketing messages to meet the needs of local
visitors and potential visitors, with a
focus on highlighting unique community assets both old and new, such as
the Luminary Hotel in downtown Fort
Myers slated to open in September and
the renovated meeting and event space
called Caloosa Sound Convention Center & Amphitheatre (formerly Harborside).
“As always, our goal is to ensure that
tourism contributes positively to both
the economy and our quality of life in
Lee County,” she said.

Safety standards a key
On Florida’s east coast, Palm Beach
County was undergoing an “economic
renaissance,” said Palm Beaches CEO
Mr. Pasquera.
The year before saw the opening of
five hotel and another 10 or more in
the pipeline. But plans during the first
half of 2020 to develop a vision for
West Palm Beach’s Convention, Arts
and Entertainment district were put on
hold due to the pandemic.
“Before we can return to a sense of
normalcy, we must build trust and confidence that our industry has set a new,
high bar for safety and sanitation,” Mr.
Pasquera said.
“We also must continue to test and
refine protocols as well as evaluate creative and innovative ways to meet new
needs. The Palm Beaches is a year-round
destination, centered on its breathtaking
natural beauty and offering a diversity
of choices and experiences without the
density of larger metro areas. Again, we
believe we’re naturally suited for a fast
and smooth recovery.”
Parks, conservation centers, 47 miles
of beaches, some spacious hotels and
resorts and other outdoor attractions
that allow people to keep a safe distance
have seen the most visitation during this
season of the virus. Sporting and other
large-scale events have been severely
hindered, though the bureau is working
on innovative ways to meet the needs
of business groups, such as reimagining
outdoor spaces where meetings could
occur with social distancing.
“Additionally, we’d be remiss to say
the restaurant industry is not facing
its own challenges,” Mr. Pasquera said.
“Restaurants and bars are doing their
best to stay afloat with limited capacities and other restrictions, but takeout
and delivery options — which have
become a popular option — cannot sustain these businesses.”
The area’s tourism economy is slowly
and steadily starting to recover, he suggests. Hotel occupancy started to rise in
the county by about 8.2 percent weekover-week over the last month. Twentyfive percent of leisure and hospitality
jobs lost in April also returned in May.
“This indicates that there is little
change in individuals desire to travel
right now,” he said.

Charlotte County benefited from
strong visitation numbers in recent
years and tourist tax collections were
up 27 percent through February before
the pandemic began.
After being hit by the lockdown, the
Punta-Gorda-Englewood Beach Visitor
& Convention Bureau has dipped in to
savings to keep its marketing message
alive so it’s top of mind for potential
visitors when they
want to travel.
“We need to be
prepared to act one
way or the other
depending on which
way things go,” said
Sean Doherty, interim tourism director
for the agency. “One
good things is we DOHERTY
have some reserves
built up, a rainy day
fund, and if this isn’t a rainy day I don’t
know what is.”
Tax collections were off 71 percent in
April, and 31 percent in May. More than
most counties, Charlotte relies on shortterm vacation rental properties, which
were banned from late March through
May 20.
But some vacation rental property
owners have reported rising occupancy
rates in June and early July, Mr. Doherty
said, as have hoteliers, with occupancy
levels rising from 25 percent to 70 percent.
“So definitely things are turning and
heading in the right direction,” he said.
“We’re just hoping that continues. This
recent spike we’ve seen in (COVID-19)
cases, we hope that doesn’t cause the
government to need to restrict further
travel or shut anything down again. So
it’s looking better, but we’re not out of
the woods.”
To its benefit, Charlotte County relies
more on leisure compared to business
travel, which was hit harder by the lockdown. The area is also poised to remain
a regional hub for air travel, when that
industry comes back, with Allegiant Air
expanding routes out of the Punta Gorda
Airport.
“Being a smaller destination that’s not
as crowded and without as much traffic,
it helps us in this sense that it’s easier to
social distance,” Mr. Doherty said. “It’s
kind of an easier sell than maybe a metropolitan area will have, but we’ve got
to be prepared for whatever happens.” ■

“This decline in tourism
applies to nearly all
destinations in the world.
Lee County is well positioned
with many of our best assets
and biggest attractors of
visitors being the outdoors
(beaches, kayaking, fishing,
birding, etc.), but the
industry will not be able to
rebound until consumers are
confident to travel again.”
— Tamara Pigott,
executive director of the Lee County
Visitor & Convention Bureau.
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Airport Authority District 1: Starr vs. Oliver
olitical veteran Bob Starr
is taking on newcomer
Vanessa Oliver in the
Republican primary for the
Charlotte County Airport
Authority District 1 seat. The
position became wide open
when Pam Seay decided to
step down after 24 years on the
board.
Starr and Oliver present a
stark contrast for voters.
Starr, who served a term
on the Charlotte County
Commission, worked with
Procter & Gamble before
retiring to Punta Gorda
and becoming active in the
Republican party, eventually
elected its chairman. He is a
savvy campaigner and has
focused his run for a seat on
the Authority to stopping the
noise created by low-ﬂying
Allegiant planes and making
Allegiant pay more for its
privileges at the airport.
Oliver, a lawyer who is now
chief administrative officer

P

of Ambitrans, is the daughter
of State Rep. Michael Grant,
who owns Ambitrans. She
has been active as a member
of the county’s Economic
Development Partnership and
the United Way board.
Starr’s promise to alter
routes ﬂown by Allegiant
jets so they do not create as
much noise to neighborhoods
in Punta Gorda is a popular
cause. Starr says the airport’s
excuse that only the Federal
Aviation Administration can
change routes is not true and
the FAA has told him the
airport has the ability to alter
the ﬂying patterns. He suggests
the planes could ﬂy over
DeSoto County areas that have
few homes instead of densely
populated Charlotte County.
Starr also has plans to
attempt to get Allegiant to pay
more for operating out of the
airport. He says most airports
charge $8.25 for each passenger
while the Authority lets

Allegiant off easy by charging
only 27 cents per passenger. He
said the difference in revenue
to the airport could add up to
as much as $11 million a year.
And, he says, he is not
convinced Allegiant plans to
stay in Charlotte County.
“When the government quits
paying them, I think they
will start laying people off,”
Starr told the Sun’s editorial
board. “And, the publicity
over Sunseeker and the
Kingsway golf course (which
Allegiant bought and then put
development on hold) will be
so bad people will quit ﬂying
with them.”
Oliver has great conﬁdence
in Allegiant and says its deal
with the airport is sweet but
that is what has driven the
airport’s tremendous growth.
“In 2018 the airport hired a
ﬁrm to audit it,” Oliver told
the editorial board members.
“They said they had never
seen a model likes ours that

is so successful. The amount
Allegiant pays allows us to
make money off car rentals,
restaurants, etc. That is money
we don’t have to share with the
airline and it allows for lower
prices for consumers.
“I would stake our ﬁnances
up against any airport in the
nation.”
Oliver is driven to increase
the traffic at the airport —
which until the coronavirus
was setting records for
passengers monthly — even
more. She believes the
ﬁnancial deal with Allegiant
would be attractive to lure
other airlines like Frontier,
which currently ﬂies out of
Sarasota and Fort Myers.
As far as the noise, she
said she lives in Deep Creek
and believes Allegiant has
made progress in lowering
the noise level. Oliver shared
a letter from FAA about the
noise complaints which had
the agency recommending

a community roundtable to
discuss the issue. It went on
to say any changes in ﬂight
patterns can take months or
even years to resolve and the
FAA has to consider ﬂight
patterns of nearby airports
also.
Oliver is meticulous in her
preparation for the position,
even offering a three-point
plan to grow the airport
through more passengers,
more ancillary services like
hotels and restaurants and
luring more businesses to the
airport’s industrial park.
We like that Oliver has fresh,
aggressive ideas. She appears
to be a tireless proponent
for whatever cause, board,
business she represents.
We recommend Vanessa
Oliver for the Airport
Authority District 1 seat.
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Oliver has the plan,
talent for Authority
Editor:
Vanessa Oliver is the ideal
person to elect to the Airport
Authority and has everything
it takes to contribute and help
lead this amazing economic
engine for Charlotte County.
To her many credits, she
is a senior executive of a
successful large local business,
an accomplished practicing
corporate attorney and a leader
for several local nonproﬁt
organizations which provide
critical assistance to the needy
in our community.
Since having been
appointed to the important
Charlotte Harbor Community

Redevelopment Agency (CRA),
Vanessa has taken a leadership
role in the economic recovery
now occurring in the Charlotte
Harbor community. Vanessa
has a well thought-out vision
and realistic plan for the
various aspects of the airport
operations including managed
growth, ﬁnancial stability,
job creation, re-initiating
vocational training, supporting
the general aviation community
and protecting the neighboring
residential communities, just to
name a few.
I am proud to have worked
with Vanessa on a nonproﬁt
board over the past four years
and have ﬁrst-hand experience
of her vast knowledge,
integrity, honesty, concern
for others as well as her
initiative and energy to do the
best she can at whatever she
undertakes. I wholeheartedly
endorse Vanessa Oliver as
the best choice for this vital
role in governing the Airport
Authority, and I encourage all
readers to do the same.
Harvey Goldberg
Punta Gorda
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Punta Gorda Airport
gets $471K in federal aid
By ANNA BRYSON
STAFF WRITER

The Punta Gorda Airport
will receive $471,305 from the
Airport Improvement Program
airport grant program, U.S.
Transportation Secretary
Elaine L. Chao announced
Tuesday.
Each year, U.S. airports are
entitled to a certain amount of
AIP funding each year, based
on their passenger volume.
The Trump Administration
announced Monday that it
will give over $273 million in
grants through the Federal
Aviation Administration to
41 states and the District
of Columbia, American
Samoa, the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Marshall

Islands, Palau and Puerto Rico.
This year, over $242 million
will come from the Airport
Improvement Program and
$31 million will come from the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act.
The Punta Gorda Airport,
whose sole carrier is Allegiant
Air, will use its funding to
rehabilitate its runway and its
runway lighting.
The Venice Municipal
Airport received $200,000
which will be used to extend
its runway and the Arcadia
Municipal Airport received
$1,200,000, which it will use to
construct a taxiway.
Email: anna.bryson@yoursun.
com

Venice, Punta Gorda airports receive federal funding
By Laura Finaldi Posted Jul 29, 2020 at 1:29 PM

The Punta Gorda Airport runway project means that there will be new flight patterns.

Venice Municipal Airport will extend its taxiway and Punta Gorda Airport will begin a major renovation of its biggest
runway thanks to federal funding announced this week by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
Punta Gorda’s share of the funding, $471,305, will be used for the design of a crucial renovation of its largest runway that’s
estimated to rack up $15.8 million in construction costs, said marketing and communications manager Kaley Miller.
The work, which will most likely begin next summer, means the airport’s largest runway — the 7,193-foot Runway 4-22 —
will be out of commission for about a year. Flights will instead depart and arrive from Runway 15-33, which will be 6,281feet long and is undergoing its own extension.
The change of runways means flight patterns will change, Miller said.
“When the change occurs ... some people may notice planes flying over that they hadn’t noticed before,” she said. “People
often ask, ‘Can’t you make the planes fly over DeSoto (County) and then fly into PGD?’ The problem is, there’s a whole
flight corridor where people travel from the northeast to Miami. Those new flight patterns will be determined by the (Federal
Aviation Administration) in a way so that it’s safe and not in the same flight path as going other airports.”
As the temporary runway closure approaches, Miller said the airport will hold a community information meeting.
The good news is that the noise impact should be minimal, Miller said, because the A320 aircraft Allegiant Air uses are
relatively quiet. Noise complaints have been minimal, she said.
“It’s more of a sight thing than a noise thing,” Miller said.
The FAA funding for the Runway 4-22 project will cover the design phase, which includes new pavement, lighting and signs.
It’s been at least two decades since the runway has been rehabilitated, Miller said.
The construction costs are expected to be 90% funded by the federal government, 5% by the Florida Department of
Transportation and 5% from a fund that comes from Allegiant collecting a $4.50 per passenger fee, according to the airport’s
capital improvement program report from June 2020.
“This is the design phase, and then we’ll ask for more funding for the actual construction from the FAA,” Miller said.
The Venice Municipal Airport also received $200,000 to extend its taxiway, according to the Department of Transportation.
Airport director Mark Cervasio said that the money will be used to fund the design portion for a taxiway near the airport’s
smaller runway, Runway 5-23.
Construction on 5-23 will start next year, and the airport will again ask for federal funds for that, Cervasio said. He said he
expects construction to cost about $2 million. The taxiway construction won’t cause any service interruptions, he said.
Venice and Punta Gorda were two of 184 airports in the U.S. and its territories that received funding for safety and
infrastructure improvements.
In this round of grants, the federal government gave out more than $273 million in funding, including more than $242 million
from the Airport Improvement Program and $31 million from the CARES Act.

“This $273 million federal investment in our nation’s airports will strengthen safety, improve travel, generate jobs, and
benefit local communities,” U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said in a statement.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/business/20200729/venice-punta-gorda-airports-receive-federal-funding
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Straight facts on
airport’s revenues
Editor:
Recent letters to the editor have
misrepresented the Charlotte County
Airport Authority’s use of tax dollars
and Punta Gorda Airport’s revenue
sources. As an Authority Board
Member for 23 years, and the current
board chair, I’d like to set the record
straight.
First, the federal and state grant
programs for infrastructure projects
like runways, roadways and parking,
are funded by users of the airport
through ticket taxes and aircraft
fuel taxes. PGD does not receive any
property tax dollars from Charlotte
County citizens.
Second, the low-cost airport
model we developed post Hurricane
Charley is precisely what attracted
Allegiant to PGD, and why we both
share continued success. In 2019,
PGD received more than $15 million in net airline-related revenue
from passenger fees collected by
Allegiant, parking fees, ground
transportation, rental-car, advertising, and concessions.
Other revenues from corporate
tenants, T-hangars and general
aviation, while important for diversiﬁcation, totaled about $2 million
last year. However, the fees paid
by airport users fund projects that
beneﬁt general aviation, economic
development and commercial
passengers.
While the Authority has no
purview over Allegiant Travel
Company’s private development
or construction timeline, I ask the
community to have patience and
continue supporting its air service
while the company recovers from
this devastating pandemic.
PGD passengers enjoy the second-lowest airfares in Florida and
our airport’s operating margins are
an enviable 30%. By continuing to
stay true to our model and keeping
our costs low, we can help all our
partners succeed and the entire
community can progress ahead.
Pamella A. Seay
Charlotte County Airport Authority
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One airport
candidate stands out
Editor:
I read the Sun article on the two
candidates vying for the Airport
Authority District 1 seat. I do not
know either candidate, but it seems
the choice is very obvious to me.
It appears both candidates have
excellent credentials.
Vanessa Oliver stated that she
is offering her skills to give back
to the community and proposes a
plan to pursue growth, bringing
additional ancillary services to the
airport. However, on the other hand,
Bob Starr appears to be seeking the
position for person reasons, that is,
to have the ﬂight patterns changed
to reduce noise from planes “ﬂying
over his home” — his words.
Russ Parry
Punta Gorda

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

Warren County announces three new coronavirus cases
by WRGB Staff Saturday, July 4th 2020

WARREN COUNTY (WRGB) Warren County is back up to six active COVID-19 cases, after three new cases were
confirmed Saturday morning.
The new cases appear to be related to infections in another state; the new cases are all in the same household, and one
member of that household came to visit from another state within the past week. Contacts for these individuals have been
identified, and quarantines are being arranged as necessary.
Officials say Warren County Health Services has completed efforts to notify passengers and health agencies about possible
exposure on two recent Allegiant Airlines flights into Albany International Airport. The other three currently active cases in
the county were people on those flights who tested positive. Another six Warren County passengers have not tested positive,
but are under direction to quarantine.
The two flights are Allegiant Airlines flight 1505 (Punta Gorda, FL to Albany International), which arrived June 25, and
Allegiant Airlines flight 754 (St Petersburg/Clearwater, FL to Albany International), which arrived June 26.
"We have worked around the clock to contact over 200 passengers and conduct the necessary contact tracing related to the
Allegiant Air flights," Warren County Health Services Director Ginelle Jones said Saturday.
Warren County Administrator Ryan Moore said that all local residents who traveled recently from these locations should
closely monitor their health and must contact Warren County Health Services at 518-761-6580 for information on practices
and protocol during state-mandated quarantine periods.
"I want to thank the workers at Warren County Health Services, the State Department of Health, and Centers for Disease
Control for working tirelessly over this holiday weekend protecting our community from these newly identified cases,"
Moore said. "It demonstrates that there are consequences for others when people act selfishly and irresponsibly. If you are
here from one of the states where Coronavirus is surging, it is your responsibility to call Public Health at 518-761-6580."
States included in New York State's travel restriction are: Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho,
Iowa, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Utah.
Warren County has documented 252 cases among residents since the pandemic began, including 33 deaths. No Warren
County residents were hospitalized with the disease as of Saturday.

https://cbs6albany.com/news/coronavirus/warren-county-announces-three-new-coronavirus-cases

Punta Gorda Airport Traffic Continues Recovery
Jul 10th, 2020

The Charlotte County Airport Authority (Airport Authority) announced the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) passenger count for
June 2020 totaled 93,767, with 47,846 departing passengers and 45,921 arriving passengers. June 2020’s passenger count
was down just 30% from June 2019’s passenger numbers, and planes were an average of 72% full.
“PGD’s passenger count continues to improve, demonstrating significant confidence in Allegiant as more consumers resume
air travel to and from Punta Gorda,” said Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay. “Airport management has worked quickly
to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, which
caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April,” Seay said. Seay is one of the frequent flyers helping
passenger traffic recover; adding that she “just recently flew with confidence on Allegiant, and has flights booked for August
and October as well.”
Private air charter and general aviation traffic also rebounded in June, indicating further confidence by private pilots to fly.
Air traffic control data shows that the number of total takeoffs and landings, including Allegiant flights, GA traffic, and
military and air taxi operations, was 5,787, down only 6% from June 2019.
The Airport Authority’s nonstop commitment to the safety of all passengers, visitors, tenants and staff is supported by several
advantages of flying through PGD. Allegiant’s air service model offers low-cost, nonstop flights, where travelers can avoid
connections and reduce the time spent in the airport, due to PGD’s easy-to-navigate Bailey Terminal. On July 2, Allegiant
implemented a face covering requirement for all passengers and crew members while traveling and including at the airport.
There is also reduced exposure during PGD’s open-air boarding process, which also allows for adequate social distancing
amongst passengers. In addition, the Airport Authority has implemented stringent sanitation and cleaning protocols at the
terminal, and Allegiant on its aircraft, to further reduce risk of exposure.
In addition to the Bailey Terminal that is used for commercial passenger traffic, the Airport Authority provides fueling and
tie-down service for general aviation aircraft through its Fixed Base Operator (FBO). PGD’s FBO recently earned its “Safety
1st Clean” certification through the National Air Transportation Association (NATA). In its notification to the Airport
Authority, NATA stated the FBO “is committed to helping reduce the spread of infectious diseases and we thank you for
your commitment to upholding the highest cleaning/disinfection standard.”
Learn more about PGD’s commitment to your safety at www.flypgd.com/updates.
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21145731/charlotte-county-airport-authority-punta-gorda-airport-traffic-continues-recovery

Passenger Traffic at Punta Gorda Airport Improving
By Laura Finaldi Jul 13th, 2020

Passenger traffic at Punta Gorda Airport was down 30% in June compared to last year as activity has started to pick up at the
airport after a devastating April and May.
A total of 93,767 passengers traveled through Punta Gorda Airport in June. That's up from 63,314 passengers in May and just
12,030 in April, accounting for a 48% drop in May passenger traffic and a 93% drop in April.
The airport had 151,783 passengers in March, a drop of 31%, after a busy February when passenger traffic increased by 35%
compared to the year before.
Planes were 72% full on average in the month of June, according to a press release from the airport.
"Airport management has worked quickly to incorporate an enhanced culture of health and safety since grappling with the
fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused a sharp decline in air travel worldwide in March and April," Charlotte
County Airport Authority Board Chair Pam Seay said.
The sole airline operating at Punta Gorda Airport is Allegiant Air. The low-cost airline said it operated at 70% of its normal
capacity in June. Capacity was down by 17.5% compared to the same month last year, according to the airline, but bookings
were higher than expected.
Increases coronavirus cases across the country, however, have impacted bookings, causing the airline to lower expectations
for the months ahead.
"We recognize the situation is fluid, and that demand could be impacted by additional shutdowns and required quarantines in
our markets," said Gregory Anderson, executive vice president, chief financial officer and principal accounting officer of
Allegiant Travel Company. "As a result, we remain focused on finding ways to eliminate costs and preserve cash."
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/airports-municipalities/news/21145821/passenger-traffic-at-punta-gorda-airport-improving

Sarasota-Bradenton Passenger Traffic Increases in June
By Laura Finaldi Jul 14th, 2020

June was Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport's busiest full month since COVID-19 started, but passenger traffic was
still down 64% compared to the same month in 2019.
In June, 52,845 passengers traveled through the airport, up 32% from May, when 39,988 passengers came through. Even
though the number of positive coronavirus cases in Florida has increased significantly in recent weeks, traffic seems to be
rebounding at the airport, President and CEO Rick Piccolo said.
"This past Saturday we had 44 commercial service flights operate from SRQ, and new destinations continue to be added each
week," Piccolo said. Year-to-date passenger traffic is down 28% so far.
Piccolo said that the airport has worked with the Transportation Security Administration and its tenants to implement safety
measures to protect passengers.
Overall changes include an increase in the airport's janitorial staff, plastic shields at each customer service counter, social
distancing markers in lines, hand sanitizer stations and mask requirements for airport employees and tenants.
"We understand the concerns the public may have when flying and realize it is critical to ensure the airport is a safe and clean
environment for travelers," Piccolo said.
COVID-19 has significantly impacted business at Sarasota-Bradenton. Before the pandemic started, the airport had 24
straight months of passenger traffic growth. In February, it set an all-time monthly record with 232,549 passengers, up 54%
from the same month the year before. But COVID-19 has significantly impacted travel across the world.
Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, which also had a slow April and May, had a stronger June. A total of 93,767
passengers traveled through Punta Gorda airport last month — up from 63,314 passengers in May and 12,030 in April.
Punta Gorda Airport spokeswoman Kaley Miller said Friday that Allegiant Air, the airport's only carrier, has not added or
taken away routes since the pandemic started.
Routes that have been suspended at Sarasota-Bradenton are slowly starting to come back. Allegiant is currently flying twice a
week to 13 destinations and plans to add six more in August.
This is all happening despite the fact that Florida is currently a national hot spot for COVID-19. As of Monday morning,
Florida had more than 282,000 people test positive for COVID-19 since the pandemic arrived here. And on Sunday, the state
set the record for largest single-day increase in COVID-19 cases of any state in the country with more than 15,000 new cases
reported.
Read more Sarasota-Manatee retail news
Despite the rise in cases, Piccolo said he expects the passenger traffic trend to continue into July. He noted that the amount of
testing for COVID-19 in Florida has also significantly increased since the pandemic started.
"We would anticipate a continued increase as additional flights have been added," he said.
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/news/21145981/sarasotabradenton-passenger-traffic-increases-in-june

Drone Operation in a Construction Zone
July 28 2020

The potential uses of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) in the construction industry continue to expand as new technologies
enter the market and construction companies realize UAS can perform unique tasks at tremendous cost savings. The full
technological capabilities of UAS are, however, limited by law for public safety reasons. UAS share airspace with traditional
passenger, military and cargo aircraft, and are potential hazards for humans below. The risk of potential catastrophic
collisions has led to a careful approach to the adoption of this technology.
All U.S. airspace is exclusively regulated by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and therefore, most drone
regulation originates from this agency. Many states and localities have also enacted additional limits on UAS operations, and
many of these nonfederal regulations are presently on unsure footing after a federal court ruling in Singer v. Newton
invalidated a local regulation that conflicted with FAA regulations.
What is clear is that all commercial UAS operations must comply with FAA regulations. Any drone operation conducted by
any private company, even through use of an employee’s personal drone, would constitute commercial operation subject to
regulation.
Part 107 of the FAA Regulations is the body of authority which regulates commercial uses for drones weighing less than 55
pounds. Part 107 sets forth clear operational rules that recognize that UAS are fundamentally different from other aircrafts.
Almost all drone usage in the construction industry is conducted under this section. Key elements of the rules under Part 107
are as follow:
Piloting: All UAS must be operated by someone in possession of an FAA pilot license, or new “Remote Pilot Airmen
Certificate.” This certificate requires that the operator:
•
•
•
•

Be age 16 years or older;
Pass a FAA administered aeronautical knowledge test;
Pass TSA security vetting; and
Complete testing to renew their certificate every two years. Due to COVID-19, FAA issued special regulations
allowing testing to be conducted online as opposed to in testing centers.

Operation: The following restrictions are imposed on all flight operations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The UAS must weigh less than 55 pounds;
Always be in visual sight (VLOS);
Fly in Class G airspace;
Fly under 400 feet (or 400 feet above structure);
Fly between sunrise and sunset;
Have an airspeed of 100 mph or less;
Must yield right of way to manned aircraft;
Must not fly over nonparticipating humans;
Must have minimum weather visibility of 3 miles from control station;
No operation is allowed from a moving aircraft;
Must not fly from a moving vehicle (except in sparsely populated area); and
Must not fly within five miles of an airport without prior approval.

Each of the above operation restrictions (but not piloting restrictions) may be waived by the FAA if a waiver is sought in
advance by an operator who demonstrates a safe operation plan. Be aware, however, that waivers may take as long as six
months to process. These waivers are not easy to obtain, and the vast majority are rejected by the FAA.
Can You Fly in Florida?
Given the Florida landscape, the biggest challenges for Florida construction companies flying drones at their project sites will
likely be the prohibition of flying over nonparticipating humans, and the restriction on flights within five miles of airports.
The nonparticipating humans restriction is broadly construed. In fact, only the drone crew is considered a “participating
human”. All members of the public and workers on the construction site-are considered “nonparticipating humans” and,
therefore, sign a waiver for full compliance with FAA regulations. Nevertheless, this is complicated by how the FAA defines
“flying over” a nonparticipant. While flying directly overhead is clearly flying “over” a nonparticipant, the width of the path

is largely viewed as a variable, depending on actual conditions, such as wind speed, height and speed of operation, size and
type of drone, and other variable conditions. Accordingly, ensuring your drone is operated by a skilled pilot with current
knowledge of FAA regulations, and flight risks, will minimize the risk that your drone is being flown illegally.
Most recently, a major contracting company using ParaZero’s Safe Air Parachute System, was able to obtain an FAA waiver
allowing the operation of drones over nonparticipating humans. In securing the waiver, the contractor, in partnership with
ParaZero, was able to demonstrate, through ParaZero’s testing data, the efficacy of ParaZero’s parachute system. Although
the FFA did not certify or approve a specific parachute system, it did state that this system is scalable and can be used by
other applicants. Still, applicants seeking to acquire this waiver will be required to provide the testing data, documentation
and a statement of compliance listed in ASTM3322-18 in their application using the same drone and parachute combination.
This waiver represents the first time that the FAA has collaborated with the construction industry to develop a publicly
available standard.
The requirement of notifying airports and air terminals when operating a drone within a five-mile radius also poses another
logistical challenge. Fortunately, most commercial drone mapping systems will alert the pilot when an intended flight path
will encroach on airport limits. Additionally, the FAA has launched a beta program, known as “LAANC,” which facilitates
near real time automated processing of airspace notifications to airports of encroaching drone flight plans. This LAANC
program has been rolled out in over 600 airports nationwide. Currently, the following Florida airports are covered by
LAANC: Brooksville-Tampa Bay Regional, Daytona Beach Airport, Jacksonville International Airport, Orlando
International Airport, Gainesville Regional Airport Treasure Coast International Airport , Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport,
Miami International Airport, Ocala International Airport, Orlando Executive Airport, Palm Beach International Airport,
Punta Gorda Airport, St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport, Pensacola International Airport, Southwest Florida
International Airport, Sarasota/Bradenton International Airport, Tallahassee International Airport, Miami Executive Airport,
Dade-Collier Training and Transition Airport, Tampa International Airport, Vero Beach Regional Airport, Orlando Sanford
International, and Fort Lauderdale International.
Lastly, privacy concerns of construction employees should be considered when using drones in a work site. The recordings
generated by drones create a significant concern relating to infringement of workers’ reasonable expectations of privacy. It is
recommended to provide notice and obtain written consent and releases from neighbors, site visitors, and workers when
drone usage is planned at a work site.
Whether your construction enterprise has an ongoing UAS program, or is just getting started, operators must first become
fully knowledgeable and compliant with the Part 107 Rules to avoid running afoul of FAA regulations.

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=0056a767-cd06-493d-8358-88c3430b5c0b

Venice, Punta Gorda Airports Receive Federal Funding
By Laura Finaldi Jul 30th, 2020

Venice Municipal Airport will extend its taxiway and Punta Gorda Airport will begin a major renovation of its biggest
runway thanks to federal funding announced this week by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
Punta Gorda's share of the funding, $471,305, will be used for the design of a crucial renovation of its largest runway that's
estimated to rack up $15.8 million in construction costs, said marketing and communications manager Kaley Miller.
The work, which will most likely begin next summer, means the airport's largest runway — the 7,193-foot Runway 4-22 —
will be out of commission for about a year. Flights will instead depart and arrive from Runway 15-33, which will be 6,281feet long and is undergoing its own extension.
The change of runways means flight patterns will change, Miller said.
"When the change occurs ... some people may notice planes flying over that they hadn't noticed before," she said. "People
often ask, 'Can't you make the planes fly over DeSoto (County) and then fly into PGD?' The problem is, there's a whole flight
corridor where people travel from the northeast to Miami. Those new flight patterns will be determined by the (Federal
Aviation Administration) in a way so that it's safe and not in the same flight path as going other airports."
As the temporary runway closure approaches, Miller said the airport will hold a community information meeting.
The good news is that the noise impact should be minimal, Miller said, because the A320 aircraft Allegiant Air uses are
relatively quiet. Noise complaints have been minimal, she said.
"It's more of a sight thing than a noise thing," Miller said.
The FAA funding for the Runway 4-22 project will cover the design phase, which includes new pavement, lighting and signs.
It's been at least two decades since the runway has been rehabilitated, Miller said.
The construction costs are expected to be 90% funded by the federal government, 5% by the Florida Department of
Transportation and 5% from a fund that comes from Allegiant collecting a $4.50 per passenger fee, according to the airport's
capital improvement program report from June 2020.
"This is the design phase, and then we'll ask for more funding for the actual construction from the FAA," Miller said.
The Venice Municipal Airport also received $200,000 to extend its taxiway, according to the Department of Transportation.
Airport director Mark Cervasio said that the money will be used to fund the design portion for a taxiway near the airport's
smaller runway, Runway 5-23.
Construction on 5-23 will start next year, and the airport will again ask for federal funds for that, Cervasio said. He said he
expects construction to cost about $2 million. The taxiway construction won't cause any service interruptions, he said.
Venice and Punta Gorda were two of 184 airports in the U.S. and its territories that received funding for safety and
infrastructure improvements.
In this round of grants, the federal government gave out more than $273 million in funding, including more than $242 million
from the Airport Improvement Program and $31 million from the CARES Act.
"This $273 million federal investment in our nation's airports will strengthen safety, improve travel, generate jobs, and
benefit local communities," U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said in a statement.
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/airports-municipalities/news/21148179/venice-punta-gorda-airports-receive-federal-funding

