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You don’t have to pay 
us the $1.1 million all at 
once, Charlotte County 
commissioners suggested to 
the Punta Gorda Airport over a 
bill for the cost of  firefighting.

Commissioners expressed 
frustration Tuesday over a 

letter from the Punta Gorda 
Airport CEO James Parish, 
which accuses the county 
of  attempting to claw back 
money.

Commissioner Stephen R. 
Deutsch said he has learned 
from Airport Authority 
members that the airport is 
considering hiring private 
firefighters.

Airport Marketing Director 
Kaley Miller confirmed that 
the airport is considering this 
option.

Commissioners push back on 
airport firefighting standoff

Airport could 

consider a private 

firefighting force

PHOTO PROVIDED

This is one of two special firefighting trucks stationed at the Punta Gorda Airport and handled 
by Charlotte County firefighters. Airport management said it only needs one, with one firefighter, 
now that Allegiant has switched to a different type of plane. County commissioners disagree.SEE STANDOFF, 3B
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“Yes, management 
is looking into the cost 
of  a private (Aircraft 
Rescue and Fire Fighting) 
contractor and evaluating 
that possibility. However, 
we are thankful for the 
relationship with the 
Fire and Emergency 
Management Services 
department, and hopeful 
we can meet again with 
(County Administrator) 
Hector (Flores) and come 
to some sort of  agreement 
with the county.”

The board advised 
Flores to keep negotiating 
with the airport over a 
two-part dispute. The 
first part of  the dispute is 
that the county believes 
it has been underpaid 
by $1.1 million for the 
cost of  firefighters and 
equipment stationed at 
the airport since 2017. The 
second part of  the dispute 
is that the airport wants 
to cut its current annual 
payment to the county 
from $600,000 to $300,000.

The reduction in 
payment, Parish wrote, is 
due to Allegiant’s rela-
tively new fleet of  Airbus 
planes, which are shorter 
than its old MD-80 planes. 
According to an index set 
by the Federal Aviation 

Administration, this 
bumps the airport down 
a notch in firefighting 
requirements. Allegiant is 
the airport’s only com-
mercial carrier.

The requirements 
drop from two trucks to 
one truck. The airport 
firetrucks are specially 
designed to be handled by 
one person, Fire Chief Bill 
Van Helden told the board.

Parish said the county 
should only charge for 
one fire truck now, and 
one firefighter.

“It’s unsafe for us 
to fight a fire with one 
person,” Van Helden told 
the board.

In the past month, he 
said, there have been 
accidents with two 
single-engine planes at 
the airport. Those crashes 
required eight firefighters 
and medical technicians, 
he said, who came from 
three stations.

The county has built 
one of  its fire stations at 
the airport and dedicates 
two of  its firefighters and 
two special trucks to the 
airport, according to a 
2018 agreement.

“There’s no way in the 
world that two people 
even would be enough,” 

Commission Chairman 
Bill Truex said.

Of  Parish’s letter, 
Deutsch said, “I was a 
little taken aback by the 
hostility.”

Parish wrote on April 
16, “Your demand appears 
to be a unilateral attempt 
to implement what is 
commonly referred to 
as an ‘escalator’ clause 

to the original contract 
sum. The Agreement does 
not contain an escalator 
clause.”

Van Helden said he 
believes the county 

otherwise has a good 
relationship with the 
airport.

Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com
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We need second 
airline in Punta Gorda
Editor:

Maybe, just maybe it is time for 
Punta Gorda Airport to entertain an 
additional airline?

It has always seemed to me, and to 
others I have spoken with, that the 
city of  Punta Gorda, (and Charlotte 
County as well) are being held 
hostage by Allegiant!

This has become quite evident 
as we observe the view-blocking 
Sunseeker now abandoned near the 
bridge connecting Port Charlotte 
and Punta Gorda. Allegiant pleads 
for assistance for the airline, 
causing the airport to have to plead 
as well. The airport can certainly 
accommodate more airlines.

We need another carrier to come 
to Punta Gorda! I think we would all 
agree!

Competition should always be a 
good thing!

Beverly Brady
Punta Gorda
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

M any farmers 
currently have excess 
of  produce they can’t 

sell.
This leaves them to 

either have to donate their 
products or plow under 

ready-to-harvest, quality crops.
The food supply chain has 

been disrupted, and many mov-
ing parts — the restaurants, the 
consumers, the distributors, 
the farmers — are feeling the 
effects.

One food service distributor, 
Cheney Brothers, has also 
been adversely affected by this 
pandemic, with many of  the 
company’s customers limiting 

the amount of  food they order.
Cheney Brothers, headquar-

tered in Riviera Beach, Florida, 
is a significant economic driver 
in Charlotte County. The com-
pany has a 345,000-square-foot 
location in Punta Gorda that 
it established in 2015, which 
accounts for 467 employees and 
a $29 million payroll, according 

‘We’re still selling quite a bit of food’

Cheney Brothers 

sees loss in 

business, switches 

gears to deliver 

donations

SUN FILE PHOTO

This was a look inside Cheney Brothers’ distribution plant near the Punta Gorda Airport in 2016.

SEE CHENEY, 4A
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to the Charlotte County 
Economic Development Office. 
The location is even moving for-
ward with an 80,000-square-foot 
expansion, which will create 30 
new jobs.

This location also contains 
a Cheney Express store that is 
open to the public from 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m. to noon Saturday 
and closed Sunday.

The company mainly 
provides food for hotels, 
restaurants, country clubs and 
other facilities, distributing 
to thousands of  customers in 
the southeast U.S. as well as 
exporting products to other 
distributors in other countries, 
such as ones in South America 
or the Caribbean. The company 
has eight locations in Florida, 
three in North Carolina and one 
in Georgia, working with dozens 
of  local farms in the area.

With national meat supply 
chains facing imminent short-
ages due to the pandemic, and 
produce not having a place to 
go, the Sun spoke with Cheney 
Brothers’ president John 
Reisigl about how the company 

is adapting to 
COVID-19, such 
as switching 
gears from serv-
ing customers 
to helping fulfill 
donations.

“I think it’s 
important to rec-
ognize Cheney 

for always being there for the 
community in times of  disas-
ters as they have proven many 
times with hurricanes,” said 
Charlotte County Economic 
Development Director Dave 
Gammon.

This interview has been 
edited for length and clarity.

Have you been experiencing any 
produce shortages?

No, actually. We personally 
have not. There is a surplus of  
produce and that’s why we’re 
trying to help out growers in 
Belle Glade and all that. There 
simply isn’t a demand for it. 

The restaurant demand is dried 
up to nothing and there’s a 
tremendous amount of  produce 
used in the restaurant side of  
things, and retail isn’t picking 
up the slack, people in the retail 
side aren’t buying the volume 
of  produce to make up for what 
is not being sold in restaurants.

Would you say restaurants take 
up a majority of your contracts?

For what we do at Cheney 
Brothers, we don’t do any retail 
sales. All of  our sales are to 
restaurants, hotels, country 
clubs. We’re a food service 
distributor, as opposed to a 
retail distributor.

How are you trying to help local 
farmers deal with the pandemic 
and having so much produce with 
nowhere to go?

So, what’s happened is a lot 
of  farmers who have essentially 
plowed under their fields. 
They’ve had good, quality 
product that they simply plow 
back into the fields for fertilizer 
because the demand isn’t there 
to sell it. So, the government 
has gotten wind of  that and 
they’re trying to help the farm-
ers by essentially buying that 
product off them and donating 
it to local food banks.

So, right now, that supply 
chain normally would go to 
a retail distributor or to a 
food service distributor, like 
Cheney Brothers. The farmers 
don’t have an infrastructure to 
make end-user deliveries. So, 
that’s where we came in and 
we partnered with folks like 
U.S. Sugar and TKM Farms 
and some of  the others and we 
picked up the product that the 
government’s purchasing and 
we’re delivering it for them to 
the food banks, the churches 
and those sort of  organizations 
… We’re simply acting as a 
delivery agent for them to get 
the product to those in need.

So, those smaller farms, they’re 
still getting paid for their produce?

For what’s being donated, 
they’re getting a government 
stimulus to donate that product.

What has it been like working out 
the logistics of the supply chain 

and changing it from going to your 
customers to helping food banks?

It’s what we do. We’re a dis-
tribution company, we’ve got a 
great logistics network. Again, 
that’s why they’re partnering 
with us because it’s not outside 
the realm of  what we do, we’re 
just having to make deliveries 
to new partners that maybe we 
haven’t dealt with in the past, 
but it’s not really outside of  the 
scope of  what we do.

A few of the meat facilities you 
work with have closed temporarily. 
How do you expect this to affect 
your meat supplies?

It will affect us in a couple of  
ways. It’s pretty much common 
industry knowledge that meat 
and pork prices will probably 
rise as supply shrinks, prices 
will go up, so we’re expecting 
an increase in pricing. As far 
as availability, there’s a lot of  
plants in the United States, al-
though, a couple of  those plants 
that were shut down were large 
plants, I don’t expect a food 
shortage, there are other plants 
that can pick up the slack and 
produce it.

But it will be tight. Supplies 
will be less than what they 
were and that will cause prices 
to go up.

Which customers are you 
prioritizing?

Most hotels are shut down or 

at 10% occupancy, so anybody 
that’s open and available to buy 
food, we’re supplying it. Our 
business is down about 50% 
of  what it normally would be 
this time of  year, so we still are 
operational, we’re still selling 
quite a bit of  food. Restaurants 
are doing take-out and we do 
some correctional facilities and 
healthcare facilities and they’re 
kind of  business-as-usual, 
their business hasn’t dropped 
off. It’s simply the restaurants 
and country clubs that have 
dropped off, and those that are 
open for take-out and delivery, 
we’re supplying them food. We 
haven’t had any shortages in 
supply on items that they need.

So, you said your business is 
down 50%. How is that affecting 
your labor? Have you had to do pay 
cuts or anything like that?

I don’t want to disclose what 
we did. We have had to adjust 
our business, but I don’t want 
to go into details on that.

What would you say people don’t 
realize about how coronavirus has 
affected your business that they 
may not have thought about?

We’re a distributor to restau-
rants, so when they go out and 
see all these restaurants that 
are shut down and not open for 
business, that is our business. 
So, it’s affected us greatly, it’s 
affected the whole hospitality 

industry. I feel so bad for all the 
hotel workers and bartenders 
and servers that are essentially 
out of  a job now and they rely 
on tips.

The hospitality industry in 
the state of  Florida’s largest 
employer. It’s a huge piece of  
the Florida economy from your 
hotels, your country clubs, your 
restaurants. People in Florida 
tend to eat out a lot, they tend 
to entertain a lot, they tend 
to golf  a lot, and of  course 
tourism with the hotels is a 
huge, huge piece of  our Florida 
economy. So, having all these 
restaurants and hotels shut 
down is really affecting the 
entire state.

Do you think this pandemic will 
change any part of your business 
planning in the future for Cheney 
Brothers?

Sure it will. There’s going to 
be a greater focus on cleaning 
supplies, sanitation needs, all 
items that we’ve historically 
carried, we’re just going to 
have to carry a greater variety 
and more of  them. So, take-out 
and delivery I think is going 
to become more prevalent in 
our industry. So, from take-out 
packaging to cleaning supplies 
are items that are going to be in 
great demand going forward.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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The trucks with Cheney Brothers Inc. in Punta Gorda cover a region that includes Tampa to 
Naples.
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

Flights won’t be limited forever, 
so why not make your next trip a 
little easier?

The TSA PreCheck mobile RV 
will be returning to the Punta 
Gorda Airport from Monday to 
May 15 for enrollment.

This expedited screening 
program allows identifi ed, low-risk 
passengers to be screened without 
having to remove shoes, their 
permitted liquids, laptops, light 
outerwear or belts. Once approved, 
travelers will receive a “Known 
Traveler Number,” which will be 
eligible for fi ve years.

“TSA PreCheck expedited 
screening is just one more way to 
make your travel less stressful,” 
said PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller. “Don’t we all need less 
stress during this time?”

For those worried about if  it’s 
safe to go to this event, TSA staff  
running this mobile RV have 
increased cleaning protocols, such 
as sanitizing their hands between 
customer interactions and 
disinfecting frequently touched 
surfaces.

Appointments to enroll are 
limited, and available on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-serve basis. Those who 
plan to enroll are encouraged to 
register as soon as possible and 
are required to pre-enroll.

To pre-enroll, visit www.
Identogo.com/PreCheck. After 
you pre-enroll, be sure to schedule 
your appointment at the Punta 
Gorda location provided.

Walk-ins will be accepted, 
Miller said, but scheduling an 
appointment and pre-enrolling is 
faster.

To complete the application 
process, bring documentation 
proving your identity and 
citizenship status. If  you have 
a valid U.S. passport, that is all 
you need. You can also bring 
your driver’s license and birth 
certifi cate. If  the names do not 
match on these two documents 
due to a name change, bring 
an original or certifi ed copy of  
a court-ordered name change 
document, such as marriage 
certifi cates and divorce decrees.

Onsite you will fi nish the 
process by providing fi ngerprints 
for a background check.

The application fee is $85 

and can be paid by credit card, 
money order, company check or a 
cashier’s check. Cash and personal 
checks are not accepted.

The RV is not wheelchair 
accessible.

To learn more, visit 
UniversalEnroll.DHS.gov/
Programs/PreCheck.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.com

Smooth sailing through 
airport security

TSA PreCheck 

enrollment coming to 

Punta Gorda Airport

TSA PreCheck at Punta Gorda 

Airport

When: Monday to Thursday, May 

14 from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. 

to 5 p.m., closed Saturday and 

Sunday, as well as from 9 a.m. to 

noon, May 15.

Where: 28000 Airport Road, 

Punta Gorda in the short-term 

parking lot.

How to enroll and schedule 
an appointment: Visit www.

Identogo.com/PreCheck.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Between the two TSA PreCheck 
events held at the Punta Gorda 
Airport in 2019, approximately 
1,277 passengers were enrolled in 
the program.
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By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

Allegiant Airlines got per-
mission to reduce the number 
of  flights it offers to five of  six 
destinations for which it sought 
relief  out of  Punta Gorda 
Airport.

This means the airline, 
struggling with near cessation 
of  travel under the coronavirus 
pandemic, can reduce the 
number of  trips to one a week 
between Punta Gorda and these 
airports: Dayton, Ohio; Quad 
Cities, Illinois; Raleigh-Durham, 
North Carolina; Rochester New 
York; and St. Cloud, Minnesota.

This exemption only runs 
through Sept 30, according to 
the April 28 order of  the U.S. 
Department of  Transportation.

DOT denied the request to 
reduce service to Springfield, 
Illinois, as Allegiant is only 
required to offer one flight a 
week there out of  Punta Gorda. 
Of 21 cities throughout the na-
tion and Puerto Rico for which 
Allegiant requested exemptions, 
DOT granted the request for 11 

destinations and denied 10.
“This approach provides 

relief  for the carrier while also 
ensuring that no point in the 
carrier’s network will experi-
ence a total loss in service or 
eliminate passenger access to 
the national air transportation 
system,” DOT wrote.

The airline has not deter-
mined when and whether it will 
take advantage of  this option, 
said Hilarie Grey, Allegiant 
spokesperson. That depends on 
demand.

“If  we find that demand 
tracks higher, we could abso-
lutely fly more than the mini-
mum requirement,” she said.

Allegiant and other low cost 
point-to-point carriers sought 
relief  from DOT’s original 
bailout order in March. Airline 
analysts said that ruling was 
called geared toward so-called 
legacy airlines, which use a 
hub system, rely on business 
travelers, and offer many more 
flights.

Allegiant and all other 
commercial airlines are now 
operating under rules set by the 
federal government in exchange 
for $25 billion in bailout for 
airline employee wage and other 
supports. Allegiant’s share of  
wage support is $171.9 million. 
Allegiant said in investor com-
munications that they also plan 
to apply to the U.S. Treasury for 

a $276 million loan.
Although considered a bailout 

by the public, Allegiant wrote in 
its reporting the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission that 
federal restrictions will affect its 
operations and ability to borrow.

“Government aid packages 
could impose significant 
limitations on our corporate 
activities and may not be on 
terms favorable to us,” Allegiant 
wrote to investors.

In offering the aid, the federal 
government is seeking to keep 
the nation’s transportation 
system functioning in the face 
of  financial free fall.

“We thank the Department 
of  Transportation for their 
thorough, thoughtful review and 
their conclusions, affording us 
key relief...” Allegiant said in a 
statement. “We appreciate their 
understanding that seasonality 
and flexibility are key elements 
of  our operation, and our ability 
to accommodate passengers in 
smaller, underserved cities.”

“The (Coronavirus Aid, 
Recovery and Economic 
Security) Act payroll support 
will go a long way to help, as 
our industry struggles with the 
devastating impact of  COVID-19 
on demand for travel,” the 
statement continued.

Why did Allegiant ask for 
relief  from destinations already 
allowed to drop to once a week?

Those are destinations where 
Allegiant generally suspends 
service during times when few 
leisure customers are traveling, 
Grey said.

“In those cases we were 
asking to be exempt from 
the minimum only during 
certain periods, for example, 
in September when we would 
normally be on a seasonal 
hiatus anyway, not to stop flying 
entirely,” she said.

In exchange for receiving 
taxpayer funding, the Treasury 
is requiring airlines to curtail 
executive pay, among other 
things. Allegiant cut theirs by 
50%. They must suspend stock 
dividend payments and stock 
buyback programs. Allegiant 
had to sell 25,898 shares of  stock 
to the Treasury.

Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

Feds allow Allegiant reduction in flights
Regulators say 

Allegiant can’t have 
seasonal hiatus at 

certain airports 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant planes at Punta Gorda Airport.
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

Allegiant Travel Company is 
hoping to bring some customers 
back to the skies by offering 
complimentary health and safety 
kits, the company announced 
Monday.

The kits will include a 
single-use face mask, a pair of  
disposable non-latex gloves and 
two sanitizing wipes. Airline 
staff will distribute these kits to 
customers as they board their 
flights starting this week.

“The coming weeks and 
months will undoubtedly bring 
many changes, as communities 
across the country begin the 
process of  safely re-opening, 
and events and occasions we’ve 
all been looking forward to are 
rescheduled,” said Allegiant 
COO Scott Sheldon in a letter 
distributed to customers Sunday. 
“Our 4,500 Allegiant team 
members across America are — 
as always — one hundred percent 
focused on making sure your 
travels are as safe and seamless 
as possible.”

Allegiant will provide the kits 
indefinitely, according to Allegiant 
spokesperson Sonya Padgett.

Crew members will also be 
wearing masks on board, as 
well as routinely cleaning and 
disinfecting the aircraft and 

treating them with an advanced 
antimicrobial protectant that 
kills viruses, germs and bacteria 
on contact for 14 days.

Allegiant Air, the sole 
air carrier at Punta Gorda 
Airport and one of  nine air 
carriers at Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport, 
significantly reduced capacity 
for April and May up to 90% 
across their network, Padgett 
said last month, due to decreased 
demand to travel because of  the 
coronavirus.

“We are thrilled that Allegiant 
is implementing these measures 
to give passengers the confidence 
to fly,” said PGD spokesperson 
Kaley Miller. “We hope that 
with the cooperation of  all our 
terminal partners working 
together, from Allegiant to 

concessions, security screening 
and Airport Authority staff, that 
passengers will feel comfortable 
flying and the numbers will start 
climbing once again.”

PGD saw a 31% decrease in 
passengers between March 2019 
and March 2020 — typically the 
airport’s busiest month.

Since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
PGD has additional staff cleaning 
the facility more frequently, 
using an atomizing sprayer, and 
has implemented additional hand 
sanitizer stations throughout the 
airport. The airport also hired 
Jani-King disinfection services to 
disinfect the entire terminal last 
week.

Sarasota Airport CEO Rick 
Piccolo said Tuesday he has not 
yet seen the aforementioned 
kits but thinks they will have 

a positive effect on Allegiant’s 
traffic at SRQ. Many other 
airlines at SRQ are requiring 
passengers to wear face masks 
when flying, but he is not aware 
of  airlines handing out kits.

Additionally, the Sarasota 
airport has implemented a 
number of  initiatives to ensure 
passenger health and safety, 
such as placing Plexiglas sneeze 
shields at ticket counters, hand-
sanitizer stations throughout the 
terminal, increasing janitorial 
staff by 50%, 6-foot spacing 
stickers at all queuing lines, 
requiring all airport employees 
to wear face masks in public 
areas and more.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com

Would you like a mask  
with those peanuts? 

Allegiant providing 
free health kits  
to passengers

PHOTO PROVIDED

Jani-King employees disinfecting the terminal at Punta Gorda Airport last week.
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Lt. Charles P. Bailey Sr., the fighter pilot who was saved by a Bible in his flight suit 
 
MICHAEL ELI DOKOSI May 06, 2020 at 03:00 pm 
 

 
 
Lt. Charles P. Bailey Sr. always loved to fly but as Jim Crow grounded black Americans, the dream looked grounded too till 
he met Mary McLeod Bethune, founder of Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona Beach, which he attended on a football 
scholarship. 
 
Bethune had the ear of Eleanor Roosevelt, the first lady and so it was that Bailey was transferred to Tuskegee. Alabama’s 
Tuskegee Institute being the school founded by Booker T. Washington in 1881 to teach blacks trades, introducing aviation in 
1939. 
 
Bailey graduated as a Tuskegee Airman in 1943 and by that feat became the first black aviator from Florida to become a 
Tuskegee Airman. He was also one of Punta Gorda, Florida’s “Fighting Bailey Brothers,” made up of seven sons and two 
daughters who distinguished themselves in World War II and the Korea War as well as in their respective lives as civilians. 
 
Bailey was part of the 99th Fighter Squadron, originally formed as the Army Air Force’s first African American fighter 
squadron, then known as the 99th Pursuit Squadron. He is credited with shooting down two Focke-Wulf-190 German fighter 
planes in “Josephine,” a P-40 Warhawk named after his mother, and later in “My Buddy,” a P-51 dedicated to his father. The 
Germans referred to his all-black 99th Fighter Squadron as the “Black Birdmen.” 
 
“At 1425 hours (2:25 p.m.) on the afternoon of Jan. 27, 1944 Lt. Bailey caught an FW-190 headed in the general direction of 
Rome with a 45-degree deflection shot (from his P-40). The pilot was seen to bail out,” according to a 99th Squadron 
Mission Report. 
 
“Bailey earned an Air Medal with four oak-leaf clusters, awarded for valor in aerial combat. In May 1945, he added the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. In 15,553 sorties and 1,578 combat missions, the Tuskegee Airmen downed more than 1,000 
enemy aircraft without losing a single fighter.” The black airmen received 150 Distinguished Flying Crosses, Legions of 
Merit and Red Stars of Yugoslavia. 
 
But being a Fighter Pilot was risky business as Bailey soon found out. Once, while flying over the Mediterranean Sea, he was 
hit with shrapnel. The bible he carried over his heart in his flight suit pocket absorbed the blast saving him. Others were not 
so lucky. During World War II, 66 Tuskegee pilots were killed in action with 32 becoming prisoners of war. 
 
On April 29, 1943, he earned his wings and gold second lieutenant’s bars upon graduation. Bailey was one of the first 
members of the 99th Fighter Squadron and part of only 450 black pilots who saw action during World War II. 
 
Bailey flew 133 combat missions over enemy territory. Together with his squadron, they saw action in Sicily, Naples-Foggia, 
Anzio, Rome-Anzio, Normandy, Northern France, Southern France, North Apennines, Rhineland, Central Europe, the Po 
Valley and the EAME Theatre in Germany. 
 
After the war, Bailey returned to Bethune-Cookman to complete his final two years and received a degree in elementary 
education. He married Bessie L. Fitch of Punta Gorda in 1946. They had two children, Charles Bailey, Jr. and James A. 
Bailey. Later he also graduated from the Cincinnati College of Embalming. 
 
The family relocated to DeLand, Florida where Charles Sr. taught in schools for decades. When he retired from teaching he 
opened the Charles P. Bailey Funeral Home in DeLand. 
 



 
 
In 2007, a dedication ceremony was held at the DeLand Naval Air Station Museum. His memorial bust and history can be 
viewed at 910 Biscayne Boulevard at the DeLand Airport. A terminal at Punta Gorda’s airport is named after him and the rest 
of the Fighting Bailey family. Lt. Charles P. Bailey, Sr. passed in 2001. 
 
 
https://face2faceafrica.com/article/lt-charles-p-bailey-sr-the-fighter-pilot-who-was-saved-by-a-bible-in-his-flight-suit 

https://face2faceafrica.com/article/lt-charles-p-bailey-sr-the-fighter-pilot-who-was-saved-by-a-bible-in-his-flight-suit
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OUR VIEW

Too many 
candidates will 
get a free ride

OUR POSITION: While there is still time to 
qualify before the June 12 deadline, there 
are way too many political office holders 
who will have no opposition this November.

T he plethora of  candidates for office 
who are set to sail through the elec-
tion without ever having to put up a 

campaign sign is disappointing.
We say that not because we believe office 

holders aren’t doing a good job, but because 
of what will be missing from the election 
process.

We believe a candidate can grow when they 
have someone to push them. To debate ideas. 
To question decisions made and policies. 
A race for office sheds a light on campaign 
contributions. Who is backing who and why?

Campaigning for office is not easy. We 
admire anyone who is willing to hold them-
selves up to public scrutiny, go to debates, 
often knock on doors to meet constituents 
and ask for money to finance their cam-
paign. It can be a humbling experience.

As of this writing, in Charlotte County, 
all three county commissioners whose term 
is up will be elected without opposition. 
Bill Truex, Ken Doherty and Joe Tiseo 
have seats on the line. But no one has come 
forward to challenge them.

Maybe that is because we have one of the 
best collection of county commissioners in 
the county’s recent history. There have been 
few controversies — other than septic to 
sewer — and they all seemingly get along. 
Other than a spat last year over a proposed 
hurricane shelter at Babcock Ranch, there 
has hardly been a brow raised at the com-
missioners’ decisions.

But that doesn’t mean they should coast 
into office. A person can get all too comfort-
able when they never have to raise money 
or travel the county looking for votes. Pretty 
soon you could begin to feel any decision 
you make is OK. No one cares and no one 
challenges it.

There is still time to step up.

But the lack of candidates goes way 
beyond the County Commission in Charlotte.

Charlotte County’s property appraiser, Paul 
Polk, Tax Collector Vicki Potts and Sheriff Bill 
Prummell lack opponents. Also, two 
of the three School Board members up for re-
election will face no opposition. Only Kim 
Amontree has an opponent in Joe Williams.

In Punta Gorda, Jaha Cummings, Debby 
Carey and Lynne Matthews will skate into a 
new term without having to answer to 
voters. The situation is the same on the 
Punta Gorda Airport Authority board where 
Paul Andrews and James Herston have no 
opponent and Vanessa Oliver is running 
unopposed for the seat vacated by Pam Seay.

DeSoto County Commissioners Buddy 
Mansfield, Judy Schaefer and Terry Hill are 
facing no opposition as of today.

Sarasota County is an exception as there are 
races to be won for the County Commission 
and School Board. But there are no opponents 
for incumbents in the Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller office, property appraiser, su-
pervisor of elections and tax collector’s office 
along with seats on the hospital board.

Sarasota County’s races could be credited 
to the fact the Republican party there, while 
strong, does not have a stranglehold on 
voters as it does in Charlotte County.

Charlotte’s poor performance by 
Democrats in the past, we fear, has made for 
a what’s-the-use attitude. But, some races 
where incumbents face no opposition are 
nonpartisan. We can’t blame the lack of 
Democrats for that.

Party affiliation, however, has nothing 
to do with what we see as a big problem in 
local politics. Despite our appreciation and 
affinity for those now holding office, history 
shows stronger candidates emerge when 
they face opposition.
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By RONALD DUPONT JR.
DIGITAL EDITOR

When I was the editor of  
a small weekly newspaper 
in High Springs (near 
Gainesville), the police chief  
used to always say, “Don’t say 
that can never happen here. 
Because it can.”

And he was right. In the 
span of  one month, we had 
a school shooter (who a cop 
shot multiple times before the 
man could get into the school) 
and a man who actually made 
real cyanide in his home 
and planned to put it into 
the air-conditioner intake 
vents of  federal buildings in 
Jacksonville.

This brings me to North 
Port. Don’t say something 
can’t happen in our area. 
Because it can.

North Port had a real 
manhunt for an alleged killer, 
and the man was eventually 
pulled over on Interstate 75 
in Gainesville. He threatened 
police with a weapon for five 
hours as the interstate was 
shut down in both directions. 

He eventually 
gave himself  
up.

This was by 
far and away 
the most-read 
story on our 
websites this 
past week.

According to 
the North Port 

Police Department, Robert 
A. Parolisi, 48, is believed to
have killed a woman in his
Halblum Street North Port
home last Friday evening
before traveling north on I-75
when he was pulled over for a
traffic stop at 9:45 p.m. Friday.

The victim was 39-year-old 
North Port resident Amber 
Shildneck, who was found 
dead with a gunshot wound 
around 6 p.m. that Friday. The 
two had been in an on-and-off 
romantic relationship for a 
decade.

There are so many details 
to this story, including past 
police reports and even the 
threat of  harm to animals. 

To read the second, more 
comprehensive story, visit 
bit.ly/2yvg1cB

Now let’s move on to the 
rest of  the Top Five, starting 
with #2:

2 HUNDREDS FLOCK TO 
BEACH ON FIRST DAY IT 
OPENS

Perhaps nothing more 
defines life in Florida than 
our beaches. So when 
Charlotte County opened 
up the beaches, people who 
have been going stir-crazy 
with virtually nothing to 
do jumped at the chance to 
get out of  the house and on 
some warm sand next to cool 
waters.

And apparently, thousands 
of  you wanted to read the 
story and see the photos. 
And many of  our readers got 

into arguments over whether 
people were social distancing 
and even how many people 
were actually on the beach.

Pretty much a tempest in a 
teapot, as they say.

To see the story and photos, 
visit bit.ly/3fq1pfg

3 FEDS WILL DECIDE IF 
ALLEGIANT CAN REDUCE 
FLIGHTS OUT OF PGD

We are learning more and 
more that if  we write about 
Allegiant Airline, you all 
will read it. And share it 
thousands of  times.

Our latest story was about 
Allegiant Airline asking if  
it could reduce service to 
21 cities, six of  which are 
destinations out of  Punta 
Gorda Airport. You’re 
probably wondering — why 
did they need to ask for 
permission?

Well, all this ties in with 
the $3 trillion Coronavirus 
Aid and Economic Recovery 
Act, which gives money to the 
airlines. Allegiant was asking 
for permission to be exempted 
from some of the rules, yet still 
be eligible for the relief money.

I know what you’re 
thinking. Which destination 
cities are involved? 

Well, to find that out, visit the 
story at: bit.ly/2zgbN8R

4 HEARTBROKEN TO 
HEALED, PUNTA GORDA 
COUPLE ADOPT BOY 

FOUND IN WOODS, ‘IMMEDIATELY 
FELL IN LOVE’

For those of you who 
remember soap operas, think 
about the cheesy music they 
would play whenever there 
was a big emotional moment. 
You need to have that music 

playing in your mind as you 
read the story coming in at 
#4.

This is an amazingly 
feel-good story about a Punta 
Gorda couple who were 
supposed to foster a three-
and-a-half-year-old boy but 
ended up adopting him. OK, 
cue the music.

“It was instant,” Julia 
Bauer said of  the little boy. 
“I am your mother, I am your 
father (for her husband). 
We’re not going to let you 
fail.”

I really don’t want to give 
away anything. You need to 
see how journalist Brianna 
Kwasnik wrote the story. As 
you begin reading the story, 
you’ll discover what the foster 
parents learned about the 
little boy — and how that 
changed all their lives.

And, yes, there is a very 
happy ending.

If you want to bring a smile to 
your soul, read the story at: bit.
ly/2zg0366

5 REPORTS OF METRO 
DINER’S DEMISE GREATLY 
EXAGGERATED

I finally get to say 
something that I said a whole 
lot before the virus came our 
way. You guys really, really 
love your restaurants.

Before coronavirus hit, 
stories about restaurants 
were regularly in the Top 
Five, if  not #1 overall. This 
past week, we finally had a 
restaurant story crack the 
Top Five after months of  
COVID-19 stories.

This is about Metro Diner, 
which has some of  the most 
visited locations in the 
country in our area. But 
the power of  social media 
did a number on the Metro 
Diner locations here for 
awhile. Apparently, a few 
locations in South Florida 
closed, and some online, 
public comments between 
store managers gave the 
impression that all Metro 
Diner locations were closing.

Of  course, that was not the 
case. But once that rumor got 
out there, our local locations 
saw their take-out orders 
drop dramatically. People 
were actually calling the local 
locations to ask if  they were 
still in business.

That shows you how a 
simple misunderstanding 
online can go viral and impact 
a business’ bottom line. 

To read the whole story, visit 
bit.ly/2YFXIMk

By the way, let me get in 
this shameless plug. We do 
have a website that shows all 
the local restaurants that are 
open. You can see the menus 
and even search by what type 
of  food you like. That website is 
at OpenToServeYou.yoursun.com

Ronald Dupont Jr. is the 
digital editor for Sun 
Newspapers. He can be 
reached at ronald.dupont@
yoursun.com.

Manhunt for alleged North Port 
killer comes in at #1

Stop what you’re doing and read the story at #4. You’ll smile.

Members Club Decades of news and photos are available at yoursun.com 
to our subscribers only. Don’t be left out!

LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE

PAROLISI

PHOTO BY KAYLA DOTSON PHOTOGRAPHY

Nathan, 4, was officially adopted by Mike and Julia Bauer on Wednesday after a nine-month 
adoption process.
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Cheapo Parish is not 
thinking like a CEO 
Editor:

As a regular user of  Punta Gorda 
airport, I am upset by the lack 
of  planning of  the Punta Gorda 
Airport and its CEO James Parish. 
Mr. Parish states that the airport is 
only required to have one fire truck 
operated by one person. That is 
poor planning.

What about if  other airline wants 
to offer services to and from the 
airport with bigger aircraft? What 
about if  a big airliner declares 
an emergency and has to land 
at PGA? Mr. Parish wants to go 
the cheap way and stick to the 
minimum, He didn’t learn from the 
current pandemic with hospitals 
and government agencies having 
the minimum protective gear and 
masks. Maybe to cut costs his 
salary should cut by one third.

Tony Espinosa
Punta Gorda
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Student pilot killed, instructor injured when small plane crashes in Miramar 
 
Plane had mechanical issues and clipped power lines when trying to make an emergency landing, officials say 
 
Published: May 12, 2020, 9:16 am 
 

 
 
MIRAMAR, Fla. – A small plane crashed Tuesday morning in Miramar, killing a student pilot and sending a flight instructor 
to the hospital with serious injuries, authorities said. 
 
They were the only occupants of the plane. 
 
The Piper PA-34 registered to the Wayman Aviation flight school crashed on the south side of Pembroke Road near the 
corner of Hiatus Road shortly before 9 a.m. and then burst into flames. 
 
Miramar resident Mark Daniel Scott, 25, was the student killed, Miramar police say. 
 
The instructor has been identified as Andres Bastidas by Wayman Aviation Academy executives. He remains at Memorial 
Regional Hospital in critical but stable condition Wednesday. 
 
Eddy Luy, vice president of Wayman Aviation Academy, told Local 10 News that Scott was an advanced student nearly done 
with his training. 
 
“The flight training is all about emergency operations,” Luy said. “It’s about what happens in case of this, in case of that, and 
they seemed to have followed those procedures just fine, but the timing was not right for them.” 
 
Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman Kathleen Bergen said the plane departed from North Perry Airport in 
Pembroke Pines, about three miles away from the site of the crash, and the pilot told air traffic controllers that he was trying 
to return to the airport. 
 
Miramar police spokeswoman Tania Rues said the plane was experiencing mechanical issues and had attempted to land on 
Pembroke Road but it went down after clipping power lines. 
 
Dashcam footage sent to Local 10 News shows the plane striking power lines in the area before crashing to the ground. 
 
“All of a sudden, something just caught my eye. I looked up and the plane was just definitely way too low,” said witness 
Alan Birmaher, who sent the video above. “I looked up and for a split second, it was close enough that I kind of saw the 
pilot’s face. It was right there.” 
 
Officers from the Pembroke Pines and Miramar police departments initially responded to the scene. 
 
Rues said there was a third person “hurt by debris" who was treated by Miramar Fire Rescue on the scene and released. 
 
She confirmed that it was two men conducting a training flight who were involved in the crash. 
 

 
 
People nearby who saw the plane plunge down say it’s an image they can’t get out of their heads. 



 
“Prayers to the pilot and the passenger. It’s a bad time, I think, for all of us with all the stuff going on with the coronavirus 
and everything,” Birmaher said. “And to see something like this is very sad and shocking.” 
 
Cedric Jackson, who happened to be right near the site of the crash, said he could feel the heat of the fire as he ran away. 
 
“When it burst up into flames, I felt the heat on my back as if someone had a lighter just sitting there on my shirt. The heat 
was that close to my back,” he said. 
 
As of Tuesday evening, crews were still removing parts of the aircraft from the scene. 
 

 
 
This crash wasn’t the first time there’s been an issue with one of Wayman Aviation Academy’s planes. 
 
Back in August 2018, a single-engine Cessna was forced to make an emergency landing on Interstate 75 due to a mechanical 
issue. An instructor and student were flying from Punta Gorda back to the flight school when they experienced engine 
troubles. The two men managed to walk away unharmed. 
 
And in 2016, a twin-engine Piper Seneca flying over the Everglades went down after losing power during the flight. An 
instructor and student pilot were rescued from that crash. 
 
The FAA and National Transportation Safety Board are investigating Tuesday’s fatal crash. The probable cause of the 
accident will be determined by the NTSB, Bergen said. 
 
Luy said the academy will also be investigating. 
 
“We pray for the families, and I think [the student pilot and instructor] did as well as they could in the situation they were in,” 
he said. 
 
 
https://www.local10.com/news/local/2020/05/12/authorities-in-pembroke-pines-miramar-respond-to-scene-of-plane-crash/ 

https://www.local10.com/news/local/2020/05/12/authorities-in-pembroke-pines-miramar-respond-to-scene-of-plane-crash/
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What are airport 
commissioners thinking?
Editor:

I was reading the article 
in Friday’s Local News, 
— Commissioners push back on 
airport firefighting standoff.

Makes me wonder what are they 
thinking about. Just thinking, 
what would happen if  one of  your 
family members, wife, husband, 
son, daughter, grandkids were 
in a horrific accident on the way 
to the airport and one firefighter 
showed up? Maybe 12 people needed 
immediate attention, and one 
firefighter showed up? Come on 
commissioners, think about it.

You have an airplane full of  
people and a airplane with more 
fuel than you bought in 12 months 
crashes near or on the runway. 
Yup, all we need is one fireman. 
One fireman puts his life on the 
line because you commissioners 
have no idea what goes on whether 
it be a small private aircraft or 
a large commercial plane has a 
bad day. Punta Gorda Airport has 
a good future ahead of  it if  the 
commissioners can figure out how 
to manage a future class A airport.

Jeff Ausland
Englewood
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LETTER: What are airport commissioners thinking? 
 
May 14, 2020 
 
Editor: 
 
I was reading the article in Friday's Local News, — Commissioners push back on airport firefighting standoff. 
 
Makes me wonder what are they thinking about. Just thinking, what would happen if one of your family members, 
wife, husband, son, daughter, grandkids were in a horrific accident on the way to the airport and one firefighter 
showed up? Maybe 12 people needed immediate attention, and one firefighter showed up? Come on commissioners, 
think about it. 
 
You have an airplane full of people and a airplane with more fuel than you bought in 12 months crashes near or on 
the runway. Yup, all we need is one fireman. One fireman puts his life on the line because you commissioners have 
no idea what goes on whether it be a small private aircraft or a large commercial plane has a bad day. Punta Gorda 
Airport has a good future ahead of it if the commissioners can figure out how to manage a future class A airport. 
 
Jeff Ausland 
 
Englewood 
 
 
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-what-are-airport-commissioners-thinking/article_984e4228-8da3-11ea-bbdc-
93f196780dc5.html 

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-what-are-airport-commissioners-thinking/article_984e4228-8da3-11ea-bbdc-93f196780dc5.html
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/letters_to_editor/letter-what-are-airport-commissioners-thinking/article_984e4228-8da3-11ea-bbdc-93f196780dc5.html


 
 
Quiet times at T.F. Green airport 
 
By Patrick Anderson Posted May 17, 2020 at 6:27 PM 
 

      
 
The flight path to T.F. Green airport is quieter now than it’s been in decades. 
 
With 95% of last year’s passenger volume gone as a result of the coronavirus crisis and only around a handful of flights per 
day arriving and departing the airport, the area around the Warwick runways has taken on an almost eerie calm. 
 
The Bruce Sundlun Terminal is fairly desolate. 
 
Of the 22 vendors that normally serve passengers, only five are still open: one of the three airport Dunkin’ Donuts, Ocean 
State Travel Mart, Explore RI, Heritage Booksellers and Federal Hill News. 
 
Even fewer airlines are still flying. 
 
On Wednesday, Delta Airlines made its last departure before suspending service to Providence and nine other airports until 
September. 
 
That leaves Southwest Airlines, American Airlines and Allegiant Air as the remaining carriers flying to Providence during 
the crisis. Allegiant is only flying to Punta Gorda, Fla. twice a week. 
 
Southwest is flying three times a day to to Baltimore, once a day to Orlando, and once a day to Chicago. 
 
American is flying three times a week to Charlotte, five times a week to Chicago and 10 times a week to Philadelphia. 
 
The good news: so far none of the Rhode Island Airport Corporation’s 151 employees has been laid off or furloughed so far. 
The federal coronavirus relief, or CARES Act, provided $24 million to T.F. Green and Rhode Island’s five general aviation 
airports, to maintain payroll during the pandemic. 
 
That doesn’t count the workers at the terminal restaurants and shops that have been shut. 
 
The first hurdle to a return to something approaching normalcy at T.F. Green is a lifting of state restrictions on visitors from 
other states. 
 
In Rhode Island, Gov. Gina Raimondo has given little indication when she will lift the order requiring all out-of-state 
travelers to quarantine for 14 days, a major deterrent to air travel. 
 
American is set to resume daily flights to Washington, D.C. June 4. 
 
And Allegiant is resuming flights to Cincinnati starting June and Myrtle Beach on July 3. 
 
But even when travel restrictions are eased, air travel at T.F. Green is unlikely to return to normal soon. 
 
The Transportation Security Administration is reportedly working on plans to check air travelers temperature before boarding 
flights as a way to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Goodman said the airport itself is not allowed to do temperature screenings and had no information about any TSA plans for 
Green. 
 
Airport executives have lamented that the CARES Act allowed airlines getting federal aid to consolidate flights at Boston 
while protecting airports in other parts of the country. 



 
“The current situation in the airline industry is fluid and it is experiencing significant downward pressure,” Rhode Island 
Airport Corporation CEO Iftikhar Ahmad said in an email. “We believe it will take three to four years for T.F. Green to get 
back to 80% of 2019 traffic levels.” 
 
“RIAC has strong liquidity available to it and we will be able to weather the downturn in the enplanements,” he added. 
“However, we also hope to see an increase in safe air travel as stay at home orders are lifted so that we can help support 
Rhode Island ’s economic recovery.” 
 
 
https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20200517/quiet-times-at-tf-green-airport 

https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20200517/quiet-times-at-tf-green-airport
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Another candidate 
is seeking a seat on the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority.

Bob Starr, a former Charlotte County 
commissioner and former member and 
chair of  the Charlotte County Republican 
Executive Committee, filed to run for the 
board’s District 1 seat this month.

“I was getting ready to 
retire,” said Starr, “but 
something has to be done 
at the airport and we need 
somebody who has an 
aggressive personality and 
understands how business 
works.”

The seat is currently
held by the board’s chair, 
Pam Seay, who has held 
the District 1 seat since 
1996.

Seay announced in 
March that she would not 
be running for re-election, 
endorsing Republican 
candidate Vanessa Oliver.

“Both Bob and I have 
had our time in this 
county. It is now time to 

hand the reins to someone new,” Seay 
said. “She is the kind of  fresh outlook 
we need at the airport.”

Former county 
commissioner 

files for 
airport seat

OLIVER

STARR

SEE SEAT, 4C
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Starr agreed that the airport 
needs a new energy and fresh 
ideas. “I have many years 
of  business management 
experience with very large 
organizations,” he said. “I 
have new ideas for airport 
operations plus the experience 
and energy to make them 
happen.”

“Unlike my opponent I do 
not have another job and can 
devote the necessary time to 
the Airport Commissioner 
position,” he continued. 
“I see a need for change 
and improvement at one of  
Charlotte County’s premier 
assets. I am the man to 
facilitate those improvements 
for the direct benefit of  
Charlotte County residents.”

Incumbents Paul Andrews of  
District 3 and James Herston 
of  District 5 have refiled for 
their seats, and are currently 
running unopposed. Andrews 
has served since 2012, Herston 
since 2016. Airport Authority 
commissioners serve for four 
years with an annual salary of  
$7,500.

Here is what you need 
to know about each of  the 
candidates:

BOB STARR
What he wants to accomplish: 

If  elected, Starr hopes to 
make recommendations 
to the Federal Aviation 
Administration to lessen noise 
from current flight patterns 
impacting East Charlotte 
County. He also hopes to get 
Allegiant Air, the sole airline 
of  Punta Gorda Airport, to 
contribute more.

“Allegiant has brought a lot 
of  planes and a lot of  people, 
but they also bring a lot of  
problems, too,” he said. “This 
is a Charlotte County asset and 
we should be able to control 
what goes on there.”

And though no local 
taxpayer money goes 
toward PGD, Starr doesn’t 
approve how much state 
and federal funding, mostly 
through Federal Aviation 
Administration and Florida 
Department of  Transportation 
grants and funds, the airport 
receives. He would like to 
improve the revenue stream 
by attracting new businesses 
and also wants to give more 
attention to the airport’s 
general aviation community.

“They get kind of  put on the 
back burner,” he said.

Why he’s running: “I’m a 
fiscal conservative,” Starr 

said. “I was getting ready to 
retire, but something has to 
be done at the airport and we 
need somebody who has an 
aggressive personality and 
understands how business 
works.”

Experience: Republican 
Party state committeeman 
for Charlotte County; 
served on Charlotte County 
Commission from 2008-2012; 
former member of  Charlotte 
County Republican Executive 
Committee for 25 years and 
was chairman for eight years; 
27 years in sales management 
with Procter and Gamble 
Company.

VANESSA OLIVER
What she wants to accomplish: 

If  elected, Oliver wants to 
help PGD navigate the current 
disruption to commercial air 
travel caused by COVID-19, as 
well as maintain a conservative 
budget and work with the 
airport’s tenants to make sure 
operations remain stable.

“Once the pandemic is under 
control, I think our residents 
will be anxious to reunite with 
their out-of-state friends and 
family and will be looking for 
PGD to increase the number of  
destinations available,” Oliver 
said. “Ideally, over the next few 

years I would like to attract 
additional airlines to the 
airport. Our current low-cost 
model has been very successful 
thus far, and I think it sets us 
apart from other airports in 
our region.”

Oliver also would want 
to work with the county’s 
Economic Development Office 
to attract additional businesses 
to the airport park.

“This will add to the 
economic stability of  our 
county and expand our tax 
base so that residents are not 
disproportionately impacted,” 
Oliver said.

She also wants to continue 
working with the school board 
to train students, adding to the 
county’s workforce and bring 
more business to the area.

Why she’s running: ”I want to 
build upon our current success 
so our residents continue 
to have the opportunity to 
conveniently travel from 
their backyard. I also want to 
bring high-wage, stable jobs 
to Charlotte County. This 
pandemic, as well as the BP 
oil spill and red tide, have 
highlighted how dependent 
our community’s economy 
is on tourism. In order for 
our community to thrive, we 
have to diversify our economy 
... The (airport park) is the 

perfect area to attract new 
businesses and help our 
current businesses expand. I 
want to create a climate that is 
welcoming to these economic 
opportunities that will bring 
prosperity to our residents.”

Experience: Chief  
Administrative Officer for 
Ambitrans Ambulance; Board 
of  Directors for the United 
Way of  Charlotte County; 
member and past chair of  the 
Charlotte Harbor Community 
Redevelopment Agency 
Advisory Committee; member 
and past president of  the Peace 
River Federated Republican 
Women’s Forum; Board of  
Directors for the Economic 
Development Partnership; 
appointed to serve on the 
Florida Board of  Funeral, 
Cemetery and Consumer 
Services in 2014.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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I am pleased to share that 
the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) 
staff has worked quickly to re-
spond during the COVID-19 cri-
sis and prepare for the future. 
While the situation is far from 
ideal, I am proud of  how our 
team and the Charlotte County 
Airport Authority Board has 
worked quickly to adapt and 
maintain our efficiencies and 
cost-effectiveness.

There is still a long road 
ahead of  us. PGD’s revenues 
were slashed by more than 80% 
as nationwide air travel plum-
meted. The flow of  passengers 
out of  PGD is greater than 
those coming in, which is nor-
mal this time of  year. However, 
incoming passengers was 95% 
less in April 2020 than in April 
2019, and outgoing passengers 
was 91% less.

Every step possible is being 
taken to ensure a safe and 
sanitary airport and flying 
experience. We are thankful 
that Allegiant is giving compli-
mentary health and safety kits 
to each passenger, complete 
with a mask, wipes and gloves. 
They are also distancing 
passengers throughout the 
cabin whenever possible and 
maintaining a comprehensive 
cleaning program for all 
aircraft that includes a regular 
schedule of  standard and 
deep-cleaning procedures. As 
Allegiant directly manages 
their air service schedule, 
please contact them directly for 
itinerary changes, as the CCAA 
office is unable to assist.

At the Bailey Terminal, 
we have also stepped up our 
disinfecting and cleaning 

protocols and added “distanc-
ing dots” in queues for ticket-
ing, screening and boarding. 
All onsite employees in public 
areas are advised to wear a face 
mask and The Junction has 
new plexiglass separators at 
counters.

Passengers have been 
responsive and are complying 
with new guidance. They 
are voluntarily wearing 
face coverings, following the 
Florida Department of  Health’s 
guidance on self-quarantining, 
asking family and friends to 
remain outside the terminal 
and taking advantage of  TSA’s 
increased allowance of  hand 
sanitizer up to 12 ounces.

As our community regains 
confidence in flying, our 
airport revenues will return 
to a healthy level. While it is 
unclear how long that may 
take, the CARES Act Airport 
Grant will help keep us afloat. 
Without it, we would not be 
able to keep our staff employed 
while moving ahead with the 
capital improvement projects 
outlined in our Master Plan. 
The $23.8 million grant will 
be spread out over the next 
2.5 years in the form of  

reimbursement to the CCAA 
for monthly operating expenses 
and for paying off our $2.7 mil-
lion remaining loan debt from 
the Bailey Terminal expansion 
a few years ago.

Many residents do not realize 
that the CCAA has diversified 
development opportunities 
and business tenants beyond 
Allegiant’s commercial pas-
senger service. Our property 
encompasses 2,000 acres and 
dozens of  aviation-related 
organizations, including private 
charter and air ambulance 
services, aircraft fueling, 
hundreds of  T-Hangar tenants, 
and non-aviation businesses 
like FedEx and Pulsafeeder. 
Vital public services like the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Aviation Unit, Charlotte County 
Fire & EMS, mosquito control 
and more are also based at 
PGD.

We are moving forward with 
plans to build out the largely 
undeveloped tract of  land par-
allel to Challenger Road where 
the Florida International Air 
Show was based the last few 
years. This area will become 
a hub for general aviation 
activities to flourish, as well as 
a prime spot for onsite flight 
schools, avionics and aircraft 
maintenance services and 
related training programs to 
expand.

By relocating PGD’s existing 
Fixed Base Operator and GA 
activities, the Bailey Terminal 
and airline facilities will have 
room to expand the current 
footprint. Despite the challeng-
es the airline industry faces 
today, we will continue our air 

service marketing efforts in 
hopes of  bringing an additional 
airline to PGD in the future.

We are confident that there 
is a bright future ahead for 
PGD, but it’s going to be a slow 
road to recovery for the airline 
industry and related airport 
revenues that will follow. It’s 
critically important to have 
the support of  our community 
for commercial passenger 
service, as well as economic 
development and diversified GA 
operations.

As we do not receive any 

Charlotte County property tax 
dollars, it is essential to work 
together to keep our expenses 
low, remain cost-effective, 
hedge economic uncertainties 
and take advantage of  the right 
opportunities.

Thank you for your contin-
ued support.

Please visit www.flypgd.com 
and follow the Punta Gorda 
Airport on Facebook and 
Twitter.

James Parish is CEO of  the 
Punta Gorda Airport.

How PGD is moving ahead amidst COVID-19

PHOTO PROVIDED

Punta Gorda Airport CEO James W. Parish wearing his  
custom-branded PGD face covering.

JAMES PARISH
CEO of  the  

Punta Gorda Airport
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What are Allegiant & the Punta Gorda Airport doing to protect travelers from coronavirus? 
 
Blue social distancing dots are there to help passengers stay six feet apart at both the ticket counter and security. 
 
Thursday, May 21st 2020, 3:16 PM EDT by Claire Lavezzorio 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. - What are Punta Gorda Airport and its sole-carrier Allegiant doing to protect you from coronavirus? 
 
Both the airport and the low-cost carrier are not requiring passengers to wear masks. 
 
"It depends how much risk you want to take. I don't want to take too much risk now," said Will Shuster, who wore a mask 
inside the airport.  
  
Allegiant said it is handing out safety kits once you board with a mask, gloves and hand wipes inside. The airline's goal is to 
keep every other seat empty, but a spokesperson said if people want to buy a seat, they are going to sell it.  
  
For the month of May, planes leaving PGD were on average 50% full. Last month, that number was 30%. The airport is now 
left balancing more travelers and traveler safety.  
  
"We got excited and optimistic, however, we realized it's important to continue to space people out," said a spokesperson for 
the airport, Kaley Miller.  
  
Blue social distancing dots are there to help passengers stay six feet apart at both the ticket counter and security. Travelers 
can always check the airport's website to find out how many other planes are leaving around the same time. 
 
 
https://www.nbc-2.com/story/42160637/what-are-allegiant-and-the-punta-gorda-airport-doing-to-protect-travelers-from-coronavirus 

https://www.nbc-2.com/story/42160637/what-are-allegiant-and-the-punta-gorda-airport-doing-to-protect-travelers-from-coronavirus


By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The airport, along 
with many other businesses, is trying to 
adapt to the pandemic.

This month’s Charlotte County Airport 
Authority meeting, which took place 
Thursday, showed exactly what the 
board is trying to do. Board members 
and staff discussed rent and relief  for 
its almost 40 tenants, planning a new 
budget for the remaining fiscal year 
with lower passenger counts, how 
they are preparing for their federal 
reimbursement of  $23.8 million the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
rewarded them back in April, and more.

Here is what you need to know:

1 Tenants can expect some relief
A few of  the airport’s almost 

40 tenants have inquired for some 
help with their expenses, and Airport 
Authority commissioners want to help.

Board members instructed both staff 
and their attorney, Darol Carr, to develop 
a rent and/or revenue abatement pro-
cedure. If  a tenant is accepted into this 
program, their payments from March 1 
to June 30 would be deferred and no late 
fees nor charges would be accrued, nor 
would evictions take place, up to 180 days 
from the time of  application.

Though the physical applications have 
not been drafted yet, board members 
will vote on them in their June meeting. 
If  approved, tenants will then have the 
opportunity to apply until June 30, but 
that could be extended by the board, 
according to PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller.

The agreement will be conditional on 
the fulfillment of  all obligations, includ-
ing maintaining the lease and payments 
by the agreed time.

The application will also follow 
guidance from the Federal Aviation 
Administration, such as asking appli-
cants to demonstrate that they have 
made efforts to receive supplemental 
funding, such as PPP loans.

FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2020  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION B 

‘This is the 
reality of the 
airport world’

PGD adapting to fewer 

passengers, planning  

for federal funds

SEE AIRPORT, 3B
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“I think we can work 
with everyone,” Parish 
said.

2 Passengers are  
way down

The Punta Gorda 
Airport saw only 12,030 
passengers in the month 
of  April, with each plane 
filled approximately 30%.

This is a 93% decrease 
from April 2019, according 
to the airport’s passenger 
count report.

Even in March, with the 
effects of  the pandemic 

really taking storm in 
the middle of  that month, 
the airport saw 151,783 
passengers that month, a 
31% decrease from March 
2019, which had 221,326 
total passengers.

March is typically the 
busiest month of  the year 
for the airport, but had 
each plane filled roughly 
70%, compared to the 
usual 80 to 100%.

“This March was 
going to be a tremendous 
month, by far the biggest 
month we’ve ever had,” 
Parish said, originally 
projecting 300,000 
passengers. “I think we’ll 
see it level off and it may 
start to come back up in 

June, July and August ... 
This is the reality of  the 
airport world.”

With the projected 
flight schedule, the 
airport anticipates flights 
to be 60% full by October, 
increasing slightly each 
month and “will hopefully 
reach 80% load factor in 
February 2021,” Miller 
said.

The projections cause 
the anticipated airline-
related revenue down to 
$6.3 million. Before the 
pandemic, the airport had 
planned for $10.8 million 
in airline-related revenue.

3 They’re getting ready 
to receive some 
federal funding

PGD’s revenues were cut 
by more than 80% since the 
pandemic started, Parish 
said in a column printed in 
The Sun.

Parish is confident that 
the airport’s revenues will 
return to a healthy level.

“We are not in this 
alone,” Parish said, “and 
we’re probably better off 
than most.”

In April, the FAA 
announced that it would be 
delving out $10 billion in 
grants to airports nation-
wide, with PGD receiving 
$23.8 million. This grant 
will be spread out for 

the next two-and-a-half  
years, reimbursing the 
Charlotte County Airport 
Authority for monthly 
operating expenses, as well 
as helping the airport pay 
its $2.7 million remaining 
loan debt from the Bailey 
Terminal expansion a few 
years ago.

However, the airport will 
cover its operational costs 
with the revenue it makes 
each month, and transfer 
the reimbursed funds into 
its reserve account to fund 
future projects.

“We have a guaranteed 
source of revenue,” Parish 
said. “We will not be spend-
ing our reserves to cover 
expenses because we’re 

covering it with revenue.”
In order to receive these 

funds, the airport must 
continue to employ at least 
90% of its staff until Dec. 
31. According to Parish, the
has budgeted for 20% more
than that requirement.

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority will 
have its next meeting 
at 9 a.m. Thursday, 
June 18 at 7375 Utilities 
Road, Building 313, in 
Punta Gorda.

Email: liz.hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Airport Authority faces 
feisty campaign?
Editor:

A candidate for one of  the three 
positions in this August’s election 
for the Punta Gorda Airport 
Authority, Vanessa Oliver, recently 
posted on Facebook her “great 
achievement” as “qualified by 
petition” for election. Ms. Oliver, 
daughter of  State Rep. Michael 
Grant, did not mention it only takes 
25 signatures or $25 to get on that 
ballot for the authority.

I remind voters of  the dirty 
campaign waged in the 2018 
authority election with “dark 
money” from Tallahassee to unseat 
incumbent Rob Hancik and prevent 
Stan Smith from getting elected. 
The same consortium is at work 
again to foster their agenda. Despite 
spending tens of  thousands of  
dollars of  PAC money to fund Julie 
Price’s campaign in 2018, she was 
not elected. So, they are trying again 
with Grant’s unqualified daughter to 
gain influence.

Fortunately, Mr. Bob Starr, an 
experienced candidate and with a 
name well known locally, is running 
for the same seat. He has proven to 
be an asset for Charlotte County.

Watch this campaign as it will 
be fought out on social media. 
Presentations to various clubs 
and organizations are not being 
scheduled because of  the virus.

Reid Leonard
Punta Gorda
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I was disappointed and 
disheartened to read the story 
titled “Mask confusion noted 
on a recent Allegiant flight” on 
May 23, which took one per-
son’s opinion, without corrob-
oration or context, to draw a 
false conclusion about the steps 
Allegiant is taking to ensure 
a healthy, safe and seamless 
experience as Americans 
return to the skies for personal 
travel. We are incredibly proud 
of  the work our flight crews, 
airport staff and maintenance 
teams undertake to make this 
possible, all of  which was per-
plexingly missed by the writer.

Allegiant is the only U.S. 
airline to offer complimentary 
health and safety kits including 
a single-use face mask, gloves 
and disinfecting wipes to 
everyone who flies with us. Our 
procedure is to hand these kits 
to customers as they board the 
aircraft. Is it possible that on 
this particular flight, distribu-
tion took place after folks were 
seated? Certainly.

This is a human process 
involving a number of  behind-
the-scenes elements, including 
re-stocking the kits for each 
flight. But the fact is, this is just 
one part of  a comprehensive 
program keeping the aircraft 
and environment clean and 
healthy. In addition to regular 
cleaning of  all touch surfaces 
with hospital-grade disinfec-
tant, our aircraft are treated 
with an antimicrobial solution 
that kills viruses and germs on 
contact, and protects all treated 
surfaces for up to 14 days. 
Our VOC filters exceed HEPA 
standards by removing addi-
tional organic compounds from 
the air. Onboard air is a mix of  
fresh and VOC-filtered air, with 
the entire cabin air refreshed 
an average of  every three min-
utes. We have posted a detailed 
webpage at allegiant.com with 
information for travelers about 

these procedures and more.
Our crews work to arrange 

onboard seating for social 
distancing as is practical, but 
we acknowledge this will be 
increasingly challenging as 
more people take to the skies. 
That is precisely why we have 
taken the extra step of  provid-
ing the health and safety kits. 
We do find that most people 
already wear face coverings 
aboard as a regular practice, 
but this practice provides extra 
assurance for those who don’t. 
We have also found that people 
with special concerns or in 
at-risk groups most often wear 
face coverings in all public 
spaces, including in airport 
parking lots and on board shut-
tles, in the terminal and while 
going through TSA screening. 
For those folks, Allegiant’s 
health and safety kits have 
been largely welcomed as an 
addition to their PPE regimen, 
or for use on a future flight.

Of  course, these steps are in 
addition to the comprehensive 

facility practices undertaken 
by our partners at Punta Gorda 
Airport. And there is also the 
variable of  traveler behavior. 
Even with distancing markers 
on the floors, for example, it is 
incumbent upon individuals to 
utilize them for spacing, just 
as it is to keep from crowding 
one another during deplan-
ing. Similarly, a concerned 
passenger could politely let a 
seatmate know they would feel 
more comfortable if  he or she 
would wear the face covering 
provided. All of  us share some 
responsibility in ensuring 
healthy and safe travel.

As the arc of  the coronavirus 
changes and more commu-
nities re-open, the process of  
air travel — from parking, to 
TSA screening, to boarding 
an aircraft — will continue to 
evolve. We understand that the 
choice to fly is a personal de-
cision involving many factors. 
But the fact is that the steps 
airlines are taking do make a 
difference in keeping the travel 

environment healthy.
For more information, we 

would encourage Sun read-
ers to check out the May 18 
Washington Post editorial by 
Joseph Allen, professor of  
exposure assessment science at 
the Harvard TH Chan School of  
Public Health, titled Airplanes 
Don’t Make You Sick. Really. 
https://www.washingtonpost.
com/opinions/2020/05/18/
airplanes-dont-make-you-sick-
really/

But the Sun should also 
acknowledge that fuller flights 
are a positive sign for the 
future, and for the local econo-
my. And that as devastating as 
the pandemic continues to be 
for our industry, that Allegiant 
is committed to ensuring a 
healthy, safe and seamless 
experience for all who choose to 
travel with us, through Punta 
Gorda and across the nation.

Hilarie Grey is managing 
director, Corporate 
Communications Allegiant

Allegiant leads the way for healthy, safe flights
HILARIE GREY

Corporate Communications Allegiant
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