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TRANSPORTATION

.. The federal government is giv
ing the St. Pete-Clearwater Inter
national Airport $19.75 million to
upgrade its main runway. The over
all cost will total $24.1 million, with
the balance coming from the state
and Pinellas County. Also, Lakeland
Linder International Airport will
get $10.3 million in federal grants
to improve one of its runways.
._ Delta Air Lines plans to start daily
non-stop flights from Tampa Inter
national Airport to Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport starting next
March. ._ The Punta Gorda Airport
has opened its short-term parking
lot to food trucks.
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Aerial view of the Punta Gorda Airport.

AeroGuard flight center
opens Punta Gorda school
AeroGuard Flight Training Center,
headquartered in Phoenix, Ariz., an
nounced the opening of its fifth cam
pus, located at the Punta Gorda Airport.
For AeroGuard, this marks its first cam
pus on the East Coast with other loca
tions in Riverside, Calif., Austin, Texas,
Chandler, Ariz. and Phoenix, Ariz.
AeroGuard's core mission is to help
young men and women create better
futures for themselves through a career
as cornmercial airline pilots. The indus
try projections show that over 790,000
new pilots will be needed over the next
20 years, putting AeroGuard students
on a path toward one of the most in
demand careers in the world.
Regarded as one of the premier
flight schools in the nation, AeroGuard
FTC offers career-focused accelerated
pilot training curriculum for cadets
looking to jumpstart their careers as
commercial airline pilots, no experi
ence required.
The carefully optimized curricu
lum taught at AeroGuard's various
locations, including the newly imple
mented Punta Gorda Flight School, can
help students launch their careers at a
regional airline in about two years from
starting the program.
From AeroGuard CEO Joel David
son:

"The launch of our new flight school
at the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte
County, Florida, is an exciting moment
for AeroGuard Flight Training Center.
To date, AeroGuard has been rooted in
the Southwest of the country, where we
have campuses across Arizona, Cali
fornia and Texas. Now, the success of
these campuses has put us in a position
where we can confidently expand to
Florida and the East Coast.
"High-quality, safe, career-track
flight training has the potential to
change lives. Our new campus in Punta
Gorda gives us an incredible opportu
nity to reach new cadets, helping them
to create their own bright futures, while
we work hard to meet the rising global
FLIGHT See page 3
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demand for highly trained pilots."
AeroGuard's premier Pilot Pathway
Program is offered in partnership with
SkyWest Airlines to provide students with
a direct path from flight school to employ
ment as a commercial airline pilot.
The training center offers an all-in
clusive tuition model and reimbursement
packages with SkyWest Airlines. With
its accelerated curriculum, high safety
standards and student support programs,
AeroGuard has become a top option for
individuals looking to begin a career in
aviation.
Individuals interested in learning
more about starting a career in aviation
and enrolling at AeroGuard can visit
flyaeroguard.com and connect with an
enrollment advisor for more information.
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Despite red tide blues,

TOURISM UP

JENNIFER HUBER / PUREFLORIDA.COM

Ann Yungmery, Erin Holden and Melissa Cederquist practice yoga at Englewood Beach when there is no red tide.

Promoters pitched ‘non-beach experiences,’ win award for their work
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — As
red tide littered Florida’s
beaches with hundreds of
dead ﬁsh and a putrid odor,
the Punta Gorda/Englewood
area still saw a growing
number of visitors.
How?
The Punta Gorda/
Englewood Beach Visitor &
Convention Bureau, or VCB,
switched to pitching nonbeach experiences. And once
red tide went away, the VCB
made sure locals and tourists understood they could
again enjoy their favorite
beach-centric activities.
And now those helping
push that important message are being recognized.
The VCB won the Henry
Award, equivalent to ﬁrst
place, for creativity in
public relations for the 2019
Flagler Awards, an annual

competition for Florida tourism marketers. The awards
were announced Nov. 20 in
Panama City.
The tourism bureau
received the award for its
post-red tide campaign “Are
You Beach Ready?” which it
created using a $77,500 Visit
Florida grant.
And when red tide vanished from area waters, the
bureau hosted media-inﬂuencers such as Meredith
Masonry of “That’s
Inappropriate Blog” around
the beaches and islands for
four days to experience the
clean beaches, and to help
promote the “Beach Ready”
message.
The goal of the campaign
was simple, VCB officials
noted in a statement. “Tell
and show visitors the beaches are ready for them to
return with their families.”
“Despite the bloom’s
impact and the resulting

misperception that our
beaches were unsafe, this
campaign was one of the
most successful in our history, and is illustrated by the
record-breaking numbers
our destination has seen
year-to-date in 2019,” said
Wendie Vestfall, tourism
director for the VCB.
The area collected over
$1 million in tourist development tax in March 2019, a 5%
increase from March 2018
and the ﬁrst million-dollar
month in the bureau’s
history.
There were also 57,300
more visitors in March 2018
than in 2017, increasing
direct expenditures by
$7.4 million and economic
impact by over $11 million
compared to 2017.
“While competing destinations saw a decrease in
visitation, direct expenditures, and economic impact
during the 2018 summer

months and the peak of the
red tide epidemic, Punta
Gorda/Englewood Beach
saw a dramatic increase
in all three categories for
the 2018 ﬁscal year,” VCB
leadership reported in the
award nomination packet.
The VCB’s campaign
targeted women ages 35 to
64 with families and couples
with women 45 to 64, both
demographics with over
$100,000 in household income and seeking relaxation
and outdoor experiences.
The primary geographic
focus was winter markets in
the northeastern U.S. and
Midwest.
The Flagler Awards are
named after Henry Flagler,
best known for developing
Florida’s east coast, including the state’s transportation
infrastructure, tourism and
agricultural industries,
SEE TOURISM, 4C
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according to the Flagler
Museum’s website.
Additionally, Punta
Gorda Airport won the
bronze award for creativity in public relations for
its destination spotlights
program. Visit Sarasota
County also won the silver award for out-of-home
tourism for bringing the
beach to Midwest cities.
Email: liz.hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Melissa Cederquist of Aqua Marketing & Communications (left) and Eileen
Gerle with the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center during a seagrass adventure wading trip.

Punta Gorda Airport awarded $6M for general aviation project
December 04, 2019

The Charlotte County Airport Authority will be receiving $6 million in funding from the Federal Aviation Administration for
construction of a new general aviation apron on the north side of the Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD).
Airport officials were notified by the office of U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) that the funding announcement from U.S.
FDOT was imminent.
“We were thrilled to receive notification of this award, and for the ongoing support of Congressman Steube and Sen. Rick
Scott,” said Robert Hancik, Charlotte County Airport Authority commissioner. “This will inject the necessary funds to jumpstart our expanded GA infrastructure and aviation-related economic development projects.”
As part of PGD’s Master Plan Update, management planned for continued commercial air traffic growth at its existing site,
and resolved to relocate GA activities to the largely undeveloped north side of PGD’s property adjacent to runway 9-27 off
Challenger Boulevard.
“Constructing this new GA apron, along with extending the existing taxiway and existing taxi lane, are the foundations of the
North Airside Development Area,” said airport CEO James W. Parish.
“These improvements are essential to pave the way for construction of a new General Aviation Center and hangars, as well as
attract new/expanded flight schools, avionics installation, aircraft maintenance, training programs and other economic
development opportunities.”
https://fortmyers.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-airport-awarded-6m-for-general-aviation-project/

Allegiant Air brings promise to Charlotte County’s future
December 04, 2019
BY RUSTY PRAY Florida Weekly Correspondent

Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority. COURTESY PHOTO

When Allegiant first touched down at Punta Gorda Airport, its effect was like a small stone tossed into a still pond — a few
minor ripples. In the decade since, the most readily discernible wave is the presence of people. The ultra-low-cost airline has
been bringing them to Charlotte County from dozens of locations around the country. And, in an economic quid pro quo,
Allegiant has given Charlotte County folks an affordable way to visit their out-of-area families and friends as well.
“It brought more people; it brought exposure,” said Deputy Charlotte County Administrator Hector Flores, who grew up in
Charlotte County and has worked as a government official for 23 years.
Travelers typically fly from smaller destinations to Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD), and then either stay in
Charlotte County or, more often, visit the more populated tourist communities such as Sarasota, Naples and Fort Myers, or
the Everglades.
“Allegiant is a tremendous convenience,” said Nancy Johnson — CEO of TEAM Punta Gorda, an all-volunteer citizen
advisory organization — who is a regular traveler on the airline “From a personal standpoint, I’m a lot happier because I can
get to my football games and my kids without having to go to Fort Myers — cheaply on direct flights. For those of us who
live here, it has improved our access to northern friends and family.

The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor makes Allegiant a major player
in the development of Charlotte County’s future.

“It has supported the trend that has been going on for the last several years toward residential development by adding another
asset that people take into account when they’re looking for a place to live.”
While ferrying people back and forth, Allegiant became a player in the growth of PGD and the economy of Charlotte County,
setting the stage for a commerce park to come to life around the airport, and making Charlotte more convenient as a tourist
destination.
An intact relationship between Allegiant and PGD is why the carrier provides Charlotte County a $250 million annual
economic impact, according to John Redmond, president of Allegiant Travel, parent entity of Allegiant Air.

Renderings of the Sunseeker Resort display the massive complex that Allegiant hopes will become a tourism
hotspot in Southwest Florida.

And that’s before the company’s latest venture.

The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor, makes Allegiant a major player in the
development of Charlotte County’s future. If all goes according to plan, Sunseeker will provide a platform of economic
influence that will stand for decades to come.
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842 condominium-hotel units on its 22-acre property on the southern tip of the
Charlotte Harbor area. The construction site — which required the removal of more than a dozen structures — straddles
Tamiami Trail, with the majority on the west side, along Bayshore Live Oak Park.
“Obviously, the flights in and out of Punta Gorda have made an incredible difference in the airport’s operation,” said
Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, who has served as a liaison to the Charlotte County Airport Authority
for the last nine years. “The spinoff is their increased and growing interest in the county as a recreational destination.”

COURTESY RENDERING

The airport was just a sleepy general aviation stop along the Southwest Florida trail when Allegiant’s first passenger set foot
on the tarmac in 2009. A couple of commercial airlines had tried before to make Punta Gorda home, but for one reason or
another never really got out of the gate.
Not to mention the airport was still recovering from Hurricane Charley, which leveled it and much of the city of Punta Gorda
in 2004. While the storm brought national awareness to the city, PGD was able to boast that numerous celebrities touched
down there, including Arnold Palmer, Ross Perot, Jimmy Buffett, John Travolta and the political Bush families (as in former
presidents George H.W. and George W., as well as former state Gov. Jeb).
But Charley’s destruction also presented a door of opportunity.

An Allegiant Air Airbus A320 lands in Fort Lauderdale. SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Revolving door
The city of Punta Gorda was given a makeover, of sorts, with a revitalized downtown area that included new, more upscale
hotels and an event-and-conference center to replace an auditorium that had been obsolete long before Charley leveled it. The
new look, and accompanying ambience, helped get the city designated as one of the “Downtowns and Small Towns”
promoted by Visit Florida, the state’s official tourism marketing organization.
For PGD, the question was, “What more could we be other than just a little GA airport that sits out in the middle of
swampland with nothing around it?” said Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority.
So, instead of just rebuilding after the hurricane, the airport had a makeover of its own — one that included a tower and a
new terminal, which was later expanded to three times its original size.
No airline would have considered making PGD a destination without the airport authority’s decision to build a new terminal
in response to the damage inflicted by Charley, Ms. Seay said. She also noted that Allegiant’s impact cannot be understood
without putting its arrival into historical perspective. Getting a commercial carrier has been like a revolving door.
Before Allegiant landed, an outfit out of Ohio called Sky Bus started service to Punta Gorda in 2007. Sky Bus wound up
doing a financial belly flop seven months later.
Direct Air, out of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, followed and lasted until it ceased operations in March 2012, stranding
hundreds of passengers across the nation — including in Punta Gorda. (Three of its executives have since been sentenced to
prison in connection with tax fraud cases and falsifying profit-and-loss statements in the wake of that abrupt closure.)

In 2009, Las Vegas-based Allegiant started service at PGD with only two routes: Knoxville, Tennessee, and GreenvilleSpartanburg, South Carolina. Three years later, the airline made PGD a base of operations with locally based aircraft, crews
and maintenance.
Frontier was also running flights from PGD to Philadelphia, Trenton and Chicago’s
O’Hare for a few months in 2017, but eventually returned to routing the flights to and from Fort Myers.
Allegiant stuck around, and now has 49 routes in and out of Punta Gorda. Passenger traffic through the airport’s Bailey
Terminal was 129,025 in 2009. In 2018, Bailey was gateway to 1.6 million people. Through October this year, 1.3 million
passengers had made an appearance at Bailey.
While the airport has expanded, its adjoining commerce park has also grown around it.
The ‘real’ destination
Of course, the airline isn’t the only reason PGD, its commerce park and Charlotte County, in general, have prospered. But the
consensus of airport, city and county officials is that Allegiant is a primary reason. And it started with PGD.
“What we did by building a terminal was to create an opportunity for an airline to come in,” Ms. Seay said. “The Sky Bus
airline proved the model. Direct Air continued that model” — and Allegiant solidified it after that.
“Allegiant’s business model is built on offering leisure travelers affordable access to nonstop flights,” said Kristen SchillingGonzales, Allegiant’s managing director for planning. “Our schedule is also unique, built around high- demand times for
vacation travelers. Punta Gorda Airport has proven to be a perfect fit for our low-frequency schedule, which is very different
from other airlines.”
Thayne Klingler, Allegiant’s director of Airport Affairs, said the key was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs to the
airline low. Allegiant pays the airport about $240,000 a year. Most of the airport’s revenue comes from car rental fees,
parking and rent for general aviation hangars.
“Allegiant saw a lot of opportunity for service in Southwest Florida,” Mr. Klingler said. “One of the major factors in
selecting Punta Gorda originally was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs low. Early on, PGD had adopted a low-cost
structure in an effort to attract air service.
“Over the years since, the airport has remained committed to that structure, and has been a great partner in building new
facilities and making other improvements to accommodate our rapid growth, without cost increases.”
James Parish, PGD’s CEO, has confirmed that he used the airport’s no-frills model as a bargaining chip to lure Allegiant. The
strategy worked.
“We’re not a real destination,” Ms. Seay said. “The destination is Florida. Everybody says, ‘Where are you going on
vacation?’ ‘We’re going to Florida.’ They don’t say, ‘I’m going to Punta Gorda.’ Even if they’re going to Orlando, Miami,
Tampa, they say they’re going to Florida. So, when they look for a flight, they want the cheap one. Guess what? We’ve got a
cheap one. And they can get here nonstop.
“They’re not spending $400 apiece on plane tickets. They’re spending $400 to bring their whole family down. It does make a
difference. It is an impact. It does help our economy. Allegiant is making money. So are we.”
While Allegiant officials acknowledge a regional approach to Southwest Florida as a destination, they expressed satisfaction
with PGD.
“We regularly hear from our customers that PGD is their preferred airport because of its convenient location to many of west
Florida’s beaches, as well as the low-stress experience of traveling through a smaller, more accessible airport,” Ms. SchillingGonzales said. “It’s an ideal airport for our business model and for the customers we serve.”
If there is a potential downside, it is that the airport — and, by extension, Punta Gorda and Charlotte County — is relying too
heavily on Allegiant.
Other things to do

“It’s not hard to see that there is big economic benefit from Allegiant’s presence at PGD,” said Gary Skillicorn, a Punta
Gorda resident who retired from the Federal Aviation Administration. “Airports are a magnet for business and smallmanufacturing development. … But my biggest concern is having all the eggs in one basket — that being the Allegiant
basket.”
Airport officials have never ruled out the possibility of bringing in another airline. For right now, however, “Allegiant is the
only carrier operating at PGD, and the overall basis for PGD solvency,” Mr. Skillicorn said.
However, the prospect of Allegiant flying the coop is made even more remote by the approaching Sunseeker Resort, which
also includes the purchase of the Kingsway Country Club
Allegiant officials have said the massive project will create 1,000 jobs. Government officials expect it will have a major
economic impact on Charlotte County — one that could, officials estimate, reach into the hundreds of millions.
“It makes the future of Charlotte County very exciting,” said Commissioner Deutsch, who noted that issues such as
affordable housing for prospective Sunseeker employees remain open.
“I don’t know if its impact has been directly on the city,” said Punta Gorda City Councilwoman Lynne Matthews. “But if
they are successful, the city will be successful because they’re going to be bringing in more people.”
And, as TEAM Punta Gorda’s Ms. Johnson notes, “Sunseeker will have a tremendous impact on the development choices we
make over the next few years.”
Ms. Seay believes that, although Sunseeker Resort will provide a significant economic boost on its own, it will be greater if
Charlotte County’s other assets are promoted as part of the package.
“When people arrive in the airport, we’re going to show kayaking and the Englewood beaches,” she said. “We want to show
this is an eco-destination. Whether you’re into fishing or hunting or whatever, it’s all right here, within 10 minutes of this
beautiful resort.
“‘What’s the destination? Florida. What’s the opportunity? Sunseeker. What are the other things I can do? Oh, wow!’
“I see that Charlotte County is going to be that ‘Oh, wow!’”
https://fortmyers.floridaweekly.com/articles/allegiant-air-brings-promise-to-charlotte-countys-future/

Allegiant Air brings promise to Charlotte County’s future
December 05, 2019
BY RUSTY PRAY Florida Weekly Correspondent

Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority. COURTESY PHOTO

When Allegiant first touched down at Punta Gorda Airport, its effect was like a small stone tossed into a still pond — a few
minor ripples. In the decade since, the most readily discernible wave is the presence of people. The ultra-low-cost airline has
been bringing them to Charlotte County from dozens of locations around the country. And, in an economic quid pro quo,
Allegiant has given Charlotte County folks an affordable way to visit their out-of-area families and friends as well.
“It brought more people; it brought exposure,” said Deputy Charlotte County Administrator Hector Flores, who grew up in
Charlotte County and has worked as a government official for 23 years.
Travelers typically fly from smaller destinations to Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD), and then either stay in
Charlotte County or, more often, visit the more populated tourist communities such as Sarasota, Naples and Fort Myers, or
the Everglades.
“Allegiant is a tremendous convenience,” said Nancy Johnson — CEO of TEAM Punta Gorda, an all-volunteer citizen
advisory organization — who is a regular traveler on the airline “From a personal standpoint, I’m a lot happier because I can
get to my football games and my kids without having to go to Fort Myers — cheaply on direct flights. For those of us who
live here, it has improved our access to northern friends and family.

The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor makes Allegiant a major player
in the development of Charlotte County’s future.

“It has supported the trend that has been going on for the last several years toward residential development by adding another
asset that people take into account when they’re looking for a place to live.”
While ferrying people back and forth, Allegiant became a player in the growth of PGD and the economy of Charlotte County,
setting the stage for a commerce park to come to life around the airport, and making Charlotte more convenient as a tourist
destination.
An intact relationship between Allegiant and PGD is why the carrier provides Charlotte County a $250 million annual
economic impact, according to John Redmond, president of Allegiant Travel, parent entity of Allegiant Air.

Renderings of the Sunseeker Resort display the massive complex that Allegiant hopes will become a tourism
hotspot in Southwest Florida.

And that’s before the company’s latest venture.
The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor, makes Allegiant a major player in the
development of Charlotte County’s future. If all goes according to plan, Sunseeker will provide a platform of economic
influence that will stand for decades to come.
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842 condominium-hotel units on its 22-acre property on the southern tip of the
Charlotte Harbor area. The construction site — which required the removal of more than a dozen structures — straddles
Tamiami Trail, with the majority on the west side, along Bayshore Live Oak Park.
“Obviously, the flights in and out of Punta Gorda have made an incredible difference in the airport’s operation,” said
Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, who has served as a liaison to the Charlotte County Airport Authority
for the last nine years. “The spinoff is their increased and growing interest in the county as a recreational destination.”

COURTESY RENDERING

The airport was just a sleepy general aviation stop along the Southwest Florida trail when Allegiant’s first passenger set foot
on the tarmac in 2009. A couple of commercial airlines had tried before to make Punta Gorda home, but for one reason or
another never really got out of the gate.
Not to mention the airport was still recovering from Hurricane Charley, which leveled it and much of the city of Punta Gorda
in 2004. While the storm brought national awareness to the city, PGD was able to boast that numerous celebrities touched
down there, including Arnold Palmer, Ross Perot, Jimmy Buffett, John Travolta and the political Bush families (as in former
presidents George H.W. and George W., as well as former state Gov. Jeb).
But Charley’s destruction also presented a door of opportunity.

An Allegiant Air Airbus A320 lands in Fort Lauderdale. SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Revolving door
The city of Punta Gorda was given a makeover, of sorts, with a revitalized downtown area that included new, more upscale
hotels and an event-and-conference center to replace an auditorium that had been obsolete long before Charley leveled it. The
new look, and accompanying ambience, helped get the city designated as one of the “Downtowns and Small Towns”
promoted by Visit Florida, the state’s official tourism marketing organization.
For PGD, the question was, “What more could we be other than just a little GA airport that sits out in the middle of
swampland with nothing around it?” said Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority.
So, instead of just rebuilding after the hurricane, the airport had a makeover of its own — one that included a tower and a
new terminal, which was later expanded to three times its original size.
No airline would have considered making PGD a destination without the airport authority’s decision to build a new terminal
in response to the damage inflicted by Charley, Ms. Seay said. She also noted that Allegiant’s impact cannot be understood
without putting its arrival into historical perspective. Getting a commercial carrier has been like a revolving door.
Before Allegiant landed, an outfit out of Ohio called Sky Bus started service to Punta Gorda in 2007. Sky Bus wound up
doing a financial belly flop seven months later.

Direct Air, out of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, followed and lasted until it ceased operations in March 2012, stranding
hundreds of passengers across the nation — including in Punta Gorda. (Three of its executives have since been sentenced to
prison in connection with tax fraud cases and falsifying profit-and-loss statements in the wake of that abrupt closure.)
In 2009, Las Vegas-based Allegiant started service at PGD with only two routes: Knoxville, Tennessee, and GreenvilleSpartanburg, South Carolina. Three years later, the airline made PGD a base of operations with locally based aircraft, crews
and maintenance.
Frontier was also running flights from PGD to Philadelphia, Trenton and Chicago’s
O’Hare for a few months in 2017, but eventually returned to routing the flights to and from Fort Myers.
Allegiant stuck around, and now has 49 routes in and out of Punta Gorda. Passenger traffic through the airport’s Bailey
Terminal was 129,025 in 2009. In 2018, Bailey was gateway to 1.6 million people. Through October this year, 1.3 million
passengers had made an appearance at Bailey.
While the airport has expanded, its adjoining commerce park has also grown around it.
The ‘real’ destination
Of course, the airline isn’t the only reason PGD, its commerce park and Charlotte County, in general, have prospered. But the
consensus of airport, city and county officials is that Allegiant is a primary reason. And it started with PGD.
“What we did by building a terminal was to create an opportunity for an airline to come in,” Ms. Seay said. “The Sky Bus
airline proved the model. Direct Air continued that model” — and Allegiant solidified it after that.
“Allegiant’s business model is built on offering leisure travelers affordable access to nonstop flights,” said Kristen SchillingGonzales, Allegiant’s managing director for planning. “Our schedule is also unique, built around high- demand times for
vacation travelers. Punta Gorda Airport has proven to be a perfect fit for our low-frequency schedule, which is very different
from other airlines.”
Thayne Klingler, Allegiant’s director of Airport Affairs, said the key was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs to the
airline low. Allegiant pays the airport about $240,000 a year. Most of the airport’s revenue comes from car rental fees,
parking and rent for general aviation hangars.
“Allegiant saw a lot of opportunity for service in Southwest Florida,” Mr. Klingler said. “One of the major factors in
selecting Punta Gorda originally was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs low. Early on, PGD had adopted a low-cost
structure in an effort to attract air service.
“Over the years since, the airport has remained committed to that structure, and has been a great partner in building new
facilities and making other improvements to accommodate our rapid growth, without cost increases.”
James Parish, PGD’s CEO, has confirmed that he used the airport’s no-frills model as a bargaining chip to lure Allegiant. The
strategy worked.
“We’re not a real destination,” Ms. Seay said. “The destination is Florida. Everybody says, ‘Where are you going on
vacation?’ ‘We’re going to Florida.’ They don’t say, ‘I’m going to Punta Gorda.’ Even if they’re going to Orlando, Miami,
Tampa, they say they’re going to Florida. So, when they look for a flight, they want the cheap one. Guess what? We’ve got a
cheap one. And they can get here nonstop.
“They’re not spending $400 apiece on plane tickets. They’re spending $400 to bring their whole family down. It does make a
difference. It is an impact. It does help our economy. Allegiant is making money. So are we.”
While Allegiant officials acknowledge a regional approach to Southwest Florida as a destination, they expressed satisfaction
with PGD.
“We regularly hear from our customers that PGD is their preferred airport because of its convenient location to many of west
Florida’s beaches, as well as the low-stress experience of traveling through a smaller, more accessible airport,” Ms. SchillingGonzales said. “It’s an ideal airport for our business model and for the customers we serve.”
If there is a potential downside, it is that the airport — and, by extension, Punta Gorda and Charlotte County — is relying too
heavily on Allegiant.

Other things to do
“It’s not hard to see that there is big economic benefit from Allegiant’s presence at PGD,” said Gary Skillicorn, a Punta
Gorda resident who retired from the Federal Aviation Administration. “Airports are a magnet for business and smallmanufacturing development. … But my biggest concern is having all the eggs in one basket — that being the Allegiant
basket.”
Airport officials have never ruled out the possibility of bringing in another airline. For right now, however, “Allegiant is the
only carrier operating at PGD, and the overall basis for PGD solvency,” Mr. Skillicorn said.
However, the prospect of Allegiant flying the coop is made even more remote by the approaching Sunseeker Resort, which
also includes the purchase of the Kingsway Country Club
Allegiant officials have said the massive project will create 1,000 jobs. Government officials expect it will have a major
economic impact on Charlotte County — one that could, officials estimate, reach into the hundreds of millions.
“It makes the future of Charlotte County very exciting,” said Commissioner Deutsch, who noted that issues such as
affordable housing for prospective Sunseeker employees remain open.
“I don’t know if its impact has been directly on the city,” said Punta Gorda City Councilwoman Lynne Matthews. “But if
they are successful, the city will be successful because they’re going to be bringing in more people.”
And, as TEAM Punta Gorda’s Ms. Johnson notes, “Sunseeker will have a tremendous impact on the development choices we
make over the next few years.”
Ms. Seay believes that, although Sunseeker Resort will provide a significant economic boost on its own, it will be greater if
Charlotte County’s other assets are promoted as part of the package.
“When people arrive in the airport, we’re going to show kayaking and the Englewood beaches,” she said. “We want to show
this is an eco-destination. Whether you’re into fishing or hunting or whatever, it’s all right here, within 10 minutes of this
beautiful resort.
“‘What’s the destination? Florida. What’s the opportunity? Sunseeker. What are the other things I can do? Oh, wow!’
“I see that Charlotte County is going to be that ‘Oh, wow!’”
https://bonitasprings.floridaweekly.com/articles/allegiant-air-brings-promise-to-charlotte-countys-future/
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Nauticus, known as the National Maritime Center, in Norfolk, Virginia, is a maritime-themed science center that includes the USS Wisconsin. The Hampton Roads
Naval Museum is on the second floor of Nauticus and separate. It is owned by the U.S. Navy and houses artifacts as uniforms, weaponry and ship models.

Rolling along Norfolk’s
Cannonball Trail
Visitors can walk through 400 years of Norfolk and American history
n the corner of one wall at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
sits a perfectly round
cannonball compliments of
John Murray, the Fourth Earl
of Dunmore.
The church, built in 1739,
replaced Chapel of Ease
which was completed in 1641.
It is a cannon’s shot of the
Elizabeth River in Norfolk,
Virginia. Referred throughout
history as Lord Dunmore, he
was Virginia’s British Royal
Governor during the American
Revolution and antagonist
of the colonists. He attacked
Norfolk as he ﬂed Virginia
on Jan. 1, 1776, and St. Paul’s
Church, was the only building
to survive.
Today, the church is
Norfolk’s only colonial-era
building and because of the
cannonball, it is the beginning
of the city’s Cannonball
Trail History Tour. In about
two hours, visitors can walk
through 400 years of Norfolk

I

JENNIFER HUBER
Columnist

and American history by
visiting more than 20 sites in
this self-guided tour.
ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL
The trail ambles along the
Elizabeth River and weaves
through Norfolk’s neighborhoods. The Armed Forces
Memorial in Town Point
Park is dedicated to veterans
who served in wars and
conﬂicts from the American
Revolutionary War to the
Persian Gulf War.

In the corner of one wall at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church sits a perfectly
round cannonball compliments of John Murray, the Fourth Earl of
SEE NORFOLK, 2D Dunmore.
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Plan your visit
Norfolk is about 900
miles from Charlotte
County and I drove to it
over the Thanksgiving
holiday. If it was not for
my dog, I would have
hopped on one of the
new Allegiant flights
from Punta Gorda
Airport into Norfolk
International Airport.
Norfolk is also serviced
by American, Delta,
Frontier, Southwest,
and United.
Norfolk Convention &
Visitors Bureau
757-664-6620,
800-368-3097
www.visitnorfolk.com
Northfolk Cannonball
Trail History Tour
www.visitnorfolk.
com/things-to-do/
self-guided-tours/
cannonball-trail-tour
St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church
201 Saint Pauls Blvd.
757-627-4353
www.stpaulsnorfolk.org
PHOTOS BY JENNIFER A.HUBER

The Armed Forces Memorial in Town Point Park is dedicated to veterans who served in wars and conflicts from the American
Revolutionary War to the Persian Gulf War. Completed in 1998, the 160-foot monument has 20 cast-bronze letters scattered beneath
a flagpole as if the wind blew them. In the background is astronomy writer David Dickinson.

NORFOLK
FROM PAGE 1D
Completed in 1998, the 160-foot
monument has 20 cast-bronze letters
scattered beneath a ﬂagpole as if
the wind blew them. Each page is an
inscription written during the respective war to a loved one at home by a
U.S. Armed Forces servicemember
who perished.
While in Town Point Park, admire
the bronze “The Homecoming”
sculpture. It is of a sailor hugging
his wife and son upon return after
deployment. The moving sculpture
was dedicated in 2000 to honor all
active and retired servicemembers
and their families.
NAUTICUS AND MARITIME CENTER
Next to the Armed Forces Memorial
and although not on the Cannonball
Trail but worthy of a visit, is
Nauticus. Known as the National
Maritime Center, this is a museum
and maritime-themed science center
which includes the USS Wisconsin.
The Hampton Roads Naval Museum
is on the second ﬂoor of Nauticus and
separate. It is owned by the United
States Navy and houses artifacts as
uniforms, weaponry, and ship models.
Battleship Wisconsin was commissioned 75 years ago. It saw action
during the Luzon Attacks in World
War II and earned ﬁve battle stars. It
served as a training ship and engaged
in active assignments several times up
until Feb. 27, 1991, during Operation
Desert Storm. It reached its ﬁnal
assignment Dec. 7, 2000, when it
docked in Norfolk to become a ﬂoating
museum. The battleship is one of the
last built by the U.S. Navy and available for self-guided tours with paid
admission into Nauticus.
‘THE LONE SOLDIER’
Across from the battleship in
Wisconsin Square is a statue dedicated in 2002 and called “The Lone
Sailor.” Plaques memorialize eight
Norfolk-based ships and submarines
that met adversity. Included are
the USS Cole, USS Liberty and USS
Newport News, plus the Pentagon for
the 9/11 attack.
Hopping back on the Cannonball
Trail History Tour is the Taiwan
Friendship Pavilion. A gift to Virginia
and Norfolk from the Taiwan
Provincial Government, Republic of
China, it was the result of a sister-state relationship initiated in 1981.
The Taiwan Observation Tower is
known as The Pagoda. Located on an
acre, the garden reﬂects harmony and
tranquility.
Another stop along the trail is the
MacArthur Memorial which serves
as the resting place of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur who passed away in 1964.
Tour the museum and admire the
architecture. It was built in 1850 by
Thomas U. Walter who designed the
U.S. Capitol dome and House and
Senate wings.
MERMAIDS SCULPTURES
As you walk the Cannonball
Trail, something else will stand out.
Mermaid sculptures. Attorney Pete
Decker Jr., affectionately called Uncle
Pete, introduced the idea to community leaders during a breakfast in 1999.
Bess, his wife, visited Chicago and
saw the city-wide “Cows on Parade”
exhibit. She thought Norfolk could implement something similar. Mermaids
were selected to honor Norfolk’s

maritime heritage, 130 castings were
made for artists to decorate, and in
November 2000, the life size nautical
sculptures were auctioned off and at
least 80 have been placed throughout
the community. Over the years, more
mermaids have been added but there
is not an active count of how many
are on public display. But keep your
eyes open and you will see mermaids
with no two looking alike.
Walking builds up an appetite and
Norfolk serves up some eateries
with interesting history, too. The
Freemason Abbey Restaurant is in a
renovated church built more than 145
years ago. A local favorite for lunch
and dinner, Friday is wild game specials day with entrees like kangaroo
and rabbit sausage.
100 YEARS OF ICE CREAM
For more than 100 years, everyday
is ice cream day at Doumar’s, a diner
and curb service eatery. They serve
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, with
delicious North Carolina-style barbecue. Where they hang their hat is with
their ice cream. Speciﬁcally, this is
home of the ﬁrst waffle cone.
Founder Abe Doumar was selling
paperweights at the 1904 World’s Fair
in St. Louis. When he noticed an ice
cream vendor closed because they
ran out of paper bowls, he grabbed a
waffle from another vendor, rolled it
up, topped it with ice cream, and the
waffle cone was born. Doumar built a
four-iron waffle machine in 1905 and
opened a chain of ice cream stands
from Coney Island to Jacksonville.
Today, there is one diner and it still
uses the original waffle cone machine.
The restaurant makes their ice
cream and shakes like those enjoyed
by the Greatest Generation. The
landmark eatery attracts visitors from
around the world especially following
appearances on the Rachel Ray Show
and Food Network’s Diners, Drive-ins
and Dives with host Guy Fieri.
Not far from Doumar’s is Norfolk
Coffee and Tea Co., and for more than
100 years, three generations of the
same family have roasted gourmet
coffee for thousands of residents
and visitors. Look at their walls and
see photos of high-proﬁle customers
including entertainment celebrities,
athletes, and politicians. Norfolk
Coffee and Tea Co.’s ﬁre-roasted
coffees are served in restaurants,
grocery stores, and other businesses
and organizations. Stop in to pick out
your beans and they will recommend
the best way to have them ground.
A variety of teas, blended spices for
cooking, mugs, and other items are
available for purchase. Chances are
owner Chris G. Stephanitsis will be
ready to welcome you.
Norfolk has an active craft beer
scene with one of the several
breweries being O’Connor Brewing
Company. Outside is a beer garden
with ﬁre pits to take the chill off and
games. Inside, take a tour of the facility and sip a ﬂight of one of dozens
of brews. Food is usually available for
purchase from a food truck.
The Cannonball Trail is perfect for
unraveling the city’s past and meeting
the personalities who have shaped and
are shaping the vision of this port city
located where the Chesapeake Bay
meets the Atlantic Ocean. Like a good
cup of joe, Norfolk’s history is deep,
rich, and evokes good conversation.
Jennifer Huber is the founder and
voice behind the award-winning blog,
SoloTravelGirl.com, where she celebrates traveling alone, not lonely.

MacArthur Memorial
198 Bank St.
757-441-2965
www.
macarthurmemorial.org
Free admission.
Open Tuesday through
Sunday
Armed Forces
Memorial
Town Point Park
Waterside Drive, Norfolk
Free admission.
Mermaids on Parade
The City of Norfolk
www.norfolk.gov/1952/
Norfolk-Mermaids
Nauticus

Attorney Pete Decker Jr., introduced the idea of public
art scultures to the community leaders during a breakfast in 1999. His wife Bess visited Chicago and saw
the city-wide “Cows on Parade” exhibit. She thought
Norfolk could implement something similar. Mermaids
were selected to honor Norfolk’s maritime heritage.

One Waterside Dr.
757-664-1000;
nauticus.org
Adult basic ticket:
$15.95
Memorial Day through
Labor Day: open daily
After Labor Day and
Before Memorial Day:
open Tuesday through
Sunday
Closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day
Hampton Roads Naval
Museum
One Waterside Dr.,
Ste. 248
www.history.navy.
mil/content/history/
museums/hrnm.html
Free admission; open
Tuesday through
Sunday
Pagoda & Oriental
Garden

Norfolk Coffee and Tea Co. has been around for more
than 100 years. Three generations of the same family
have roasted gourmet coffee for thousands of residents
and visitors. Look at their walls and see photos of
high-profile customers including entertainment celebrities, athletes, and politicians. Pictured is owner Chris G.
Stephanitsis.

265 West Tazewell St.
pagodagarden.org
Freemason Abbey
Restaurant
209 W Freemason St.
757-622-3966
www.freemasonabbey.
com
Reservations
recommended, open
daily for lunch and
dinner. Sunday open at
9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Doumar’s
1919 Monticello Ave.
757-627-4163
www.doumars.com
Open Monday through
Saturday for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.
Waffle Cone Making

Battleship Wisconsin was commissioned 75 years ago. It
saw action during the Luzon Attacks in World War II and
earned five battle stars.

10-11:30 a.m. Monday
through Saturday
Norfolk Coffee and
Tea
212 E. 18th St.
757-622-3950,
norfolkcoffee.com
Open Monday through
Saturday
O’Connor Brewing
Company
211 W 24th St.
oconnorbrewing.com
Open daily

The Taiwan Friendship Pavilion was a gift to Virginia
and Norfolk from the Taiwan Provincial Government,
Republic of China. The Taiwan Observation Tower is
known as The Pagoda.

Punta Gorda airport is ready for takeoff
By Vicki Dean Correspondent
Posted Dec 9, 2019 at 11:02 AM

The airport receives $6 million in federal funds to move and expand general aviation, freeing up more space
for commercial airlines
PUNTA GORDA -- As Allegiant Airlines continues to add nonstop routes to Punta Gorda, the airport is taking steps to free up
more space for commercial aviation.
A $6 million federal grant will allow the airport to move the general aviation center to the north side of the airport. Work will
begin soon on a new taxiway and ramp for the busy private aviation center.
Airport CEO James Parish said moving general aviation has been planned for five years.
“It will give us a little more room to expand commercial,” said Parish. “We hope to add a couple more gates and parking stands as
soon as we can get general aviation moved.”
Allegiant started flying out of Punta Gorda in 2009, and now runs 47 nonstop, budget routes. Punta Gorda’s Bailey Terminal
opened in 2016, with seven gates and parking space for 11 commercial aircraft.
Allegiant Travel began construction earlier this year on its first Sunseeker Resort, a $500 million, nine-story, 500-room resort on
the banks of Charlotte Harbor. The resort signals the airline’s long-term commitment to Southwest Florida. Allegiant also started
flying into Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in April 2018.
Passenger traffic at PGD has skyrocketed over the past 10 years, with 1.8 million travelers projected in 2019, up from a record
1.58 million passengers in 2018. Adding another carrier is always a possibility.
“If another airline comes, we want to be ready for them,” Parish said. “It’s always a goal of ours.”
Economic engine
Moving general aviation will open up more economic development opportunities. The airport has 60 people on the wait list for
smaller T-hangars, and a half-dozen companies who want to lease space in larger box hangars, Parish said.
“They have zero available inventory right now. Everything’s full,” Charlotte County Economic Development Director Dave
Gammon said of the general aviation facility. “We need to open up a new part of the airport to attract new businesses. This is what
we need. The $6 million is a wonderful kick start, if you will, to start on their next capital improvement phase.”
Airside access is in high demand, and moving general aviation out of the mix with the busy commercial operation will allow
Charlotte County to lure new businesses, Gammon said.
“The $6 million is kind of setting the stage for the growth of avionics, aviation, aerospace, flight schools all to move up there,”
said Kaley Miller, the airport’s marketing and communications manager. “That will help with the economic development piece of
it where all that aviation-related growth can happen up there.”
The airport sits just off Interstate 75 south of Punta Gorda and is within a 45-minute driving distance of 1.2 million people.
Gammon said the proximity to the Fort Myers and Sarasota areas is a selling point for businesses looking to attract workers.
Charlotte County’s population was 182,000 in 2017, up from 160,000 in 2010, according to Census Bureau estimates.
“If you look at the growth in Southwest Florida, it’s happening in Cape Coral and North Port,” Parish said. “We’re right in the
middle of that so it bodes well for the future of the airport and this area.”
The airport’s zoning overlay, known as Enterprise Charlotte Airport Park, allows for commercial and light industrial development.
The airport sits on 2,000 acres, which provides a buffer of land that excludes residential encroachment and offers plenty of room to
expand.

Charlotte County schools is in the process of getting an aircraft mechanics program certified that can provide a trained workforce
to meet the needs of businesses and the aviation industry.
After Charley
In August of 2004, the Punta Gorda Airport took a direct hit from Category 4 Hurricane Charley. The storm’s 145-mph winds
damaged every building at the airport and dozens of private aircraft.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority and then-CEO Gary Quill found they had a blank slate to work with. They collaborated
with the Federal Aviation Administration on a master plan for the airport, which opened in 1943 as a training field for World War
II pilots flying P-40 and P-51 fighter planes.
In the aftermath of the storm, the airport served as a staging area for FPL trucks and military aircraft bringing in supplies. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency built emergency housing on airport property, bringing in trailers that housed 170
families for a short period after the storm.
After the damaged buildings were removed, Quill and the airport authority started to dream big. A $4 million air traffic control
tower went into service in 2012.
Parish served as Quill’s assistant since 2005 and was named CEO when Quill retired in 2016. He is a Navy veteran and a graduate
of University of Florida’s engineering program. Parish was an engineering consultant in Sarasota before coming down to help with
the rebuilding efforts after Hurricane Charley.
“Every building was damaged. The majority of the buildings that were over 5 years old were completely destroyed. We spent a
good part of the next four years rebuilding,” Parish said. “We were able to look at our future plans, look at potential and build an
airport that had the capability to have commercial service, whether it came or not.”
Once Allegiant’s nonstop, budget flights took off, the airport found a niche with low-cost service and passenger convenience. Even
on the busy Thanksgiving holiday weekend, Parish said the longest wait time to get through security was 20 minutes and 1,100
cars were parked in long-term and overflow lots.
The airport is looking to add more parking and improve vehicle traffic flow into and out of the terminal. But don’t look for covered
jet bridges anytime soon, because each one costs $1 million to install. Allegiant prefers open-air ramps and is unwilling to foot the
bill for jet bridges, Parish said.
“The bottom line is we have to be different to maintain commercial service,” he said. “We have two great airports north and south
of us (Sarasota and Fort Myers). The only way we can keep our service is to keep our model: low cost, convenient. That’s what we
strive for.”
https://www.heraldtribune.com/business/20191209/punta-gorda-airport-is-ready-for-takeoff

Community news briefs for Dec. 11, 2019
Dec 10, 2019

TSA Precheck Mobile enrollment
The TSA Precheck Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for a TSA Precheck Mobile Enrollment RV onsite
event through Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, as well as 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. It will also occur on Friday, Dec. 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon. The enrollment will happen at 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term
parking lot across from the Skyview Café & Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not
wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA
compliant. Register for an appointment online at: www.identogo.com/rv.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/community-news-briefs-for-dec/article_d32723b8-1b6d-11ea-b4f2-9b25d0f083ef.html

Charlotte County School Board approves lease for airport space
By BRIANNA KWASNIK Staff Writer Dec 11, 2019

Charlotte County school board authorities recently voted to accept the donation of this Bellanca Viking
aircraft.
PHOTO PROVIDED

The Airframe and Power Plant Program offered through Charlotte Technical College will most likely be ready for take off
beginning January of 2021.
The Charlotte County School district received a $1.7 million grant from the state and Department of Economic Opportunity
for the program, which will involve breaking down planes and assembling them.
However, there are still several hoops they have to jump through before they can officially start marketing the program to
potential students.
Here’s what we know so far.
The lease: The terms of the lease for a building and monthly lease for a hangar rental to store equipment at the Punta Gorda
Airport was approved by the school board at their meeting Dec. 10. Next, the Charlotte County Airport Authority will vote to
approve the leases at their Dec. 19 meeting. This meeting will be at 9 a.m. at 7375 Utilities Road, Building 313 in Punta
Gorda.
What are the next steps? After the lease is approved by both parties, the district can move forward with obtaining approval
from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). To help the district navigate the application process, the district hired
program manager Stephen Nowell. The process can take up to 18 months.
When may classes begin? Although the district cannot begin officially marketing the program until they get FAA approval,
Deelynn Bennett, executive director of Charlotte Technical College said they are aiming for the first adult class to begin
January 2021.
What are they paying for the space? Rent for the commercial building will be $600 per year from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31,
2024. After this period, rent per year will be $31,775 annually until June 30, 2030.
Steve Dionisio, superintendent of Charlotte County Schools said the discount on rent involves the airport being a good
community partner, knowing it will take at least two years before students can be in the program.
Under the lease, the district will have a 6,000 square foot building area and a 3,300 square foot space for parking lot
construction and use.
In addition to the commercial building, the district will have to rent a hangar to store the equipment until they’re ready to
move into the new lease. The rent for that space will be $100 per month. The hangar rental will be on a month-to-month
basis, though the airport or the district must give 30 days notice prior to non-renewal.
How long is the contract for? The lease will begin Jan. 1 and extend until June 30, 2030. There is possibility for extension
after the agreement is up.
What are the benefits of this program? ”If we’re going to feed programs to the technical college, I want it to feed this
community,” Dionisio said. He also pointed out that three large entities: the Charlotte County School Board, the Charlotte
County Airport Authority and Charlotte County government worked together to make the program possible.

“It’s something our community should be proud of,” he said.
He said the program will provide opportunities for people who live here and want to stay here to have jobs.
“It’s another way to keep highly trained people,” he said, adding that the program is also something younger families would
want to come be a part of.
“We want to make sure it’s successful long-term. So many people have invested in it,” he said.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/education/charlotte-county-school-board-approves-lease-for-airport-space/article_d6b53b2a-1c24-11ea-b4b4e3a1e7d00655.html

Community news briefs for Dec. 12, 2019
Dec 11, 2019

TSA Precheck Mobile enrollment
The TSA Precheck Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for a TSA Precheck Mobile Enrollment RV onsite
event through Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, as well as 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. It will also occur on Friday, Dec. 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon. The enrollment will happen at 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term
parking lot across from the Skyview Café & Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not
wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA
compliant. Register for an appointment online at: www.identogo.com/rv.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/community-news-briefs-for-dec/article_719bb352-1c3f-11ea-b2fd-9fc1ac29bf28.html
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Charlotte Tech program at airport could start in 2021
School board OKs lease for space, airport authority also needs to sign off
By BRIANNA KWASNIK

Here’s what we know so far.

STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED

Charlotte County school board authorities recently voted to
accept the donation of this Bellanca Viking aircraft.

The Airframe and Power
Plant Program offered through
Charlotte Technical College
will most likely be ready for
take off beginning January of
2021.
The Charlotte County School
district received a $1.7 million
grant from the state and
Department of Economic
Opportunity for the program,
which will involve breaking
down planes and assembling
them.
However, there are still
several hoops they have to
jump through before they can
officially start marketing the
program to potential students.

The lease: The terms of the
lease for a building and
monthly lease for a hangar
rental to store equipment at
the Punta Gorda Airport was
approved by the school board
at their meeting Dec. 10. Next,
the Charlotte County Airport
Authority will vote to approve
the leases at their Dec. 19
meeting. This meeting will be
at 9 a.m. at 7375 Utilities Road,
Building 313 in Punta Gorda.
What are the next steps? After
the lease is approved by
both parties, the district can
move forward with obtaining
approval from the Federal
Aviation Administration

(FAA). To help the district
navigate the application
process, the district hired
program manager Stephen
Nowell. The process can take
up to 18 months.
When may classes begin?
Although the district cannot
begin officially marketing the
program until they get FAA
approval, Deelynn Bennett,
executive director of Charlotte
Technical College said they are
aiming for the ﬁrst adult class
to begin January 2021.
What are they paying for the
space? Rent for the commercial
building will be $600 per year
SEE LEASE, 4C
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from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31,
2024. After this period, rent
per year will be $31,775 annually until June 30, 2030.
Steve Dionisio, superintendent of Charlotte County
Schools said the discount
on rent involves the airport
being a good community
partner, knowing it will take
at least two years before students can be in the program.
Under the lease, the district
will have a 6,000 square foot
building area and a 3,300
square foot space for parking
lot construction and use.
In addition to the commercial building, the district will
have to rent a hangar to store
the equipment until they’re
ready to move into the new
lease. The rent for that space
will be $100 per month. The
hangar rental will be on a
month-to-month basis, though
the airport or the district
must give 30 days notice prior
to non-renewal.
How long is the contract for? The
lease will begin Jan. 1 and extend until June 30, 2030. There
is possibility for extension
after the agreement is up.
What are the benefits of this
program? ”If we’re going to
feed programs to the technical

college, I want it to feed this
community,” Dionisio said.
He also pointed out that three
large entities: the Charlotte
County School Board, the
Charlotte County Airport
Authority and Charlotte
County government worked
together to make the program
possible.
“It’s something our
community should be proud
of,” he said.
He said the program will
provide opportunities for
people who live here and want
to stay here to have jobs.
“It’s another way to keep
highly trained people,” he
said, adding that the program
is also something younger
families would want to come
be a part of.
“We want to make sure
it’s successful long-term. So
many people have invested in
it,” he said.
Email: brianna.kwasnik@
yoursun.com

Community news briefs for Dec. 13, 2019
Dec 12, 2019

TSA Precheck Mobile enrollment
The TSA Precheck Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for a TSA Precheck Mobile Enrollment RV onsite
event through Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, as well as 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. It will also occur on Friday, Dec. 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon. The enrollment will happen at 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term
parking lot across from the Skyview Café & Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not
wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA
compliant. Register for an appointment online at: www.identogo.com/rv.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/community-news-briefs-for-dec/article_a9b840ae-1d0f-11ea-ac30-e7df07f8479f.html

Best staff photos of the month: November
1:08 p.m. EST Dec. 12, 2019

Spectators watch the performance of Skytypers during the 2019 Florida International Air Show at the Punta Gorda Airport on Sunday,
November, 3, 2019.
WANGYUXUAN XU/NAPLES DAILY NEWS USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Geico Skytpyers fly over over Punta Gorda on Thursday, Oct. 31, 2019.
JON AUSTRIA/NAPLES DAILY NEWS USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

https://www.naplesnews.com/picture-gallery/life/blogs/perspective-photo-staff/2019/12/12/best-naples-daily-news-staff-photos-november2019/4408778002/

Charlotte County Chamber news … and the white elephants in the room
Dec 15, 2019

We have a big week ahead in Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce Land. I will get to that in a moment, but first let’s
discuss a very important and timely issue — White Elephant Gift Exchanges. With so many groups relying on this fun
tradition for their holiday festivities, a few directions are (obviously, given some recent correspondence) needed. No, you
don’t actually give someone a white elephant, you don’t have to dress up as a white elephant, and there will be no live white
elephants at the party. Ok? Sorry.
According to my uncle, Wiki P. Org, the term “white elephant” refers to an extravagant, but impractical, gift that cannot be
easily discarded. The phrase is said to come from the historic practice of the King of Siam, now Thailand, giving rare albino
elephants to courtiers who had displeased him, so they might be ruined by the animals and upkeep costs. Today’s white
elephant
gifts are often something found around the house to be re-gifted, a gag gift, or something very nice for your holiday guests to,
well, fight over.
I have a couple choices to give at my upcoming event (insert evil laugh here) but the rules are simple: Bring a wrapped gift
according to your host’s guidelines, draw numbers for gift choosing order, after the first gift is opened the next participants
can either take that gift or choose an unwrapped gift to open. And repeat!
In between your events this week, make time to attend the Third Wednesday Coffee at 7:15 a.m. at the Charlotte Harbor
Event and Conference Center. Our sponsor this month — the December tradition for as long as I can remember — is the
Charlotte Sun. This is a special event with many young faces in attendance, side-by-side with our business members, because
trophies will be awarded to the top participants from the 41 st Annual Christmas Parade. It will be a fun, festive business
morning.
On Thursday we will be celebrating the 15th Anniversary of Integrity Employee Leasing. The event will begin at 5:30 p.m. at
128 W. Charlotte Ave. in Punta Gorda. Please attend and help us congratulate Integrity Employee Leasing.
To ease your travel stress and help avoid those long airport lines, TSA pre-check registration will continue at the Punta Gorda
Airport through Friday. Schedule your appointment by registering at www.identogo.com/rv.
The Military Heritage Museum in Punta Gorda, 900 W. Marion Avenue, will host a very special Christmas Gala event at the
museum, on Friday, Dec. 20 and Saturday, Dec. 21. The benefit for the museum will be a tribute to Bob Hope’s USO Show.
Each night will begin with a 5:30 p.m. reception followed by the USO Show at 7:30 a.m. Tickers are $60 each or $100 for
two at www.militaryheritagemuseum.org, or by calling 941-575-9002. Come out and enjoy a bit of nostalgia.
Toys for Tots is back in Charlotte County and the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce has a big box in the Port
Charlotte office for you to fill with new, unwrapped toys for local children.
Please stop by and make a donation this week, and picture the happy faces.
And if you need to purchase gifts, including white elephant gifts, please remember to always Shop Charlotte!
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/business/charlotte-county-chamber-news-and-the-white-elephants-in-the/article_1338aad4-1f70-11ea-8ab70779ee21f22f.html
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Charlotte County Chamber news …
and the white elephants in the room
We have a big week ahead
in Charlotte County Chamber
of Commerce Land. I will get
to that in a moment, but ﬁrst
let’s discuss a very important
and timely issue — White
Elephant Gift Exchanges. With
so many groups relying on this
fun tradition for their holiday
festivities, a few directions are
(obviously, given some recent
correspondence) needed. No,
you don’t actually give someone
a white elephant, you don’t
have to dress up as a white
elephant, and there will be
no live white elephants at the
party. Ok? Sorry.
According to my uncle,
Wiki P. Org, the term “white
elephant” refers to an extravagant, but impractical, gift that
cannot be easily discarded. The
phrase is said to come from
the historic practice of the

gift to open. And repeat!
In between your events this
week, make time to attend
the Third Wednesday Coffee
at 7:15 a.m. at the Charlotte
King of Siam, now Thailand,
Harbor Event and Conference
giving rare albino elephants to
Center. Our sponsor this month
courtiers who had displeased
him, so they might be ruined by — the December tradition for
as long as I can remember — is
the animals and upkeep costs.
the Charlotte Sun. This is a
Today’s white elephant
special event with many young
gifts are often something
faces in attendance, side-by-side
found around the house to be
with our business members, bere-gifted, a gag gift, or something very nice for your holiday cause trophies will be awarded
to the top participants from the
guests to, well, ﬁght over.
I have a couple choices to give 41 st Annual Christmas Parade.
It will be a fun, festive business
at my upcoming event (insert
morning.
evil laugh here) but the rules
On Thursday we will be celare simple: Bring a wrapped
ebrating the 15th Anniversary
gift according to your host’s
of Integrity Employee Leasing.
guidelines, draw numbers for
The event will begin at 5:30 p.m.
gift choosing order, after the
ﬁrst gift is opened the next par- at 128 W. Charlotte Ave. in
Punta Gorda. Please attend and
ticipants can either take that
help us congratulate Integrity
gift or choose an unwrapped
TERI ASHLEY

Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce

Employee Leasing.
To ease your travel stress and
help avoid those long airport
lines, TSA pre-check registration will continue at the Punta
Gorda Airport through Friday.
Schedule your appointment by
registering at www.identogo.
com/rv.
The Military Heritage
Museum in Punta Gorda, 900 W.
Marion Avenue, will host a very
special Christmas Gala event
at the museum, on Friday,
Dec. 20 and Saturday, Dec. 21.
The beneﬁt for the museum
will be a tribute to Bob Hope’s
USO Show. Each night will
begin with a 5:30 p.m. reception
followed by the USO Show at
7:30 a.m. Tickers are $60 each
or $100 for two at www.militaryheritagemuseum.org, or by
calling 941-575-9002. Come out
and enjoy a bit of nostalgia.

Toys for Tots is back in
Charlotte County and the
Charlotte County Chamber of
Commerce has a big box in the
Port Charlotte office for you to
ﬁll with new, unwrapped toys
for local children.
Please stop by and make a
donation this week, and picture
the happy faces.
And if you need to purchase
gifts, including white elephant
gifts, please remember to
always Shop Charlotte!
Teri Ashley is executive
director of the Charlotte
County Chamber of Commerce.
Email: tashley@charlotte
countychamber.org

Community news briefs for Dec. 18, 2019
Dec 17, 2019

TSA Precheck Mobile enrollment
The TSA Precheck Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for a TSA Precheck Mobile Enrollment RV onsite
event through Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, as well as 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. It will also occur on Friday, Dec. 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon. The enrollment will happen at 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term
parking lot across from the Skyview Café & Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not
wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA
compliant. Register for an appointment online at: www.identogo.com/rv.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/community-news-briefs-for-dec/article_1c242850-20f9-11ea-84b5-eb64e8f5795c.html

Airport Authority approves school district lease for future program
By LIZ HARDAWAY Staff Writer Dec 19, 2019

PUNTA GORDA — The Charlotte County Airport Authority had its last meeting of the year Thursday.
Highlights of the meeting include: the authority re-electing its officers for next year, updating the rental price for t-hangars,
discussing future development, and agreeing to buy a building.
Here are the details...
1. The price of t-hangar rentals will increase for new tenants
In order to offset the costs of building additional hangars in the future, the Airport Authority approved in a 4-to-1 vote
Thursday increasing the monthly rental cost of T-hangars from $275 to $425.
Commissioner Hancik voted no for the proposal.
Before this change, PGD had by far the lowest rates for T-hangar rentals in the area. Page Field in Fort Myers (FMY) has the
second-lowest rate at $412 a month, while the most expensive T-hangar rentals are $565 a month at Albert Whitted Airport
(SPG) in St. Petersburg.
Current tenants will stay at their rate of $275 a month with a 2.5% annual increase. Potential tenants who have been on the
wait list since 2018 will be grandfathered into a lease agreement at the rate of $300 per month, according to PGD
spokesperson Kaley Miller. This accounts for 16 of the 70 people on the T-hangar wait list, Miller and Parish said.
The airport is currently looking to build 24 standard hangars and five large-unit hangars, Parish said, which will cost
approximately $4.8 million.
2. Lease with school board
The Airport Authority approved the final lease with the Charlotte County School Board for its future Aviation Airframe and
Powerplant mechanics, or A&P, training program.
The school board is sharing the former Western Michigan University space with an Aeroguard flight school while they seek
approval from the Federal Aviation Administration for their program.
The authority also signed an agreement with Vasey Aviation, which has been providing development services to PGD for
over a decade.
With this, airport staff will have an expert on call to navigate potential problems and look for opportunities for public-private
partnership opportunities. This could be anything from restaurants, to commercial development, or more.
“Going forward with Vasey helping find financing vehicles, this will be a tremendous boost to our efforts to continue to
attract new businesses to the airport,” said Charlotte County’s Economic Development Director Dave Gammon. “With so
much activity happening at the airport it will fill a great need.”
3. The airport is buying a building

A building priced at $1.72 million is currently owned and occupied by SuperTrak, a company that builds forestry mulcher
machines for land clearing, vegetation management and right-of-way maintenance.
SuperTrak has been a tenant of the airport for 21 years, according to the company’s president, Tom King. In the lease, the
company had the right to demolish their metal, 35,000 square-foot building after leaving their lease. Airport Authority Chair
Pam Seay said this would make it more expensive for future tenants to put in a new building.
After two appraisals and an inspection from the airport, the company made $20,000 in improvements to the building in order
to expedite the airport buying the building, King said.
SuperTrak’s current lease at $10,000 a month will expire in 2023. After that, commissioners agreed to a seven year extension
at $18,000 a month and an option of extending an additional five years at fair market value.
Hancik was worried, though, that after spending $1.7 million on the building that the airport would not get that money back,
and that the money could be better spent on other projects.
“We have no intention of leaving the airport,” King said. “We’ll sign a lease to guarantee us (as a tenant) until you’re whole
... We just want to be fair to everybody.”
The Airport Authority will purchase the building in the first quarter of 2020, according to Miller.
SuperTrak currently has 16 employees in Charlotte County, King said.
4. Officers stay the same
Commissioners won’t have to switch chairs next year.
That’s because each of their roles stayed the same.
Pam Seay will continue to be the authority’s chair, while James Herston will be the vice chair. Kathleen Coppola is the
group’s secretary and treasurer and Rob Hancik is the assistant secretary and treasurer. Paul Andrews is also a commissioner
in the authority.
All nominations were unopposed and each officer was unanimously elected.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/airport-authority-approves-school-district-lease-for-future-program/article_42451aa0-2287-11ea-b14797830163d534.html
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Inspector general report says FAA missed safety risks with Allegiant Air
Thousands of people travel through Southwest Florida each day with Allegiant Air flights. But a new report shows the
airline is dealing with the aftermath of multiple safety issues. And the people overseeing the fixes aren’t doing enough
to protect air travelers.
Allegiant has dealt with various mechanical issues since 2011, including in-flight engine shutdowns, aborted takeoffs
and unscheduled landings.
The Office of the Inspector General recent report found the FAA, which oversees operations, missed opportunities to
limit safety risks in a timely manner.
Still, there are passengers who fly Allegiant who say they have never experienced any difficulties or worries during an
Allegiant flight.
“Every experience that I’ve ever had has been good,” said Mindy Stenson from Canal Winchester, Ohio. “And that is
just what keeps me coming back.”
At Punta Gorda Airport, passengers on Allegiant flights have experienced similar issues to those reported nationally.
“There was a loud rumbling, and something felt like it wasn’t going to come down all the way,” said Melissa Iannuzzi,
describing her previous experience during an Allegiant flight.
The issues with Allegiant flights have gained national attention. In April 2018, when a 60 minutes investigation found
the airline is 3-point-5 times more likely to have mechanical failures than other airlines.
“They all have that chance,” said Sharon Norris in North Port. “You just have to trust and have faith that you are not
going to be one of the statistics.”
Safety risks recognized by the inspector general mainly happened on Allegiant’s MD-80 airplanes, which the airline
retired in late 2018.
“Just never really thought about it because it was never a flight that happened to me or my family,” Norris said.
Allegiant tells us it continuously works to exceed all federal standards, with safety as a top priority.
Allegiant Air statement: Safety has always been — and will remain — at the heart of our operation, and fundamental to
everything we do. We vehemently dispute any implications to the contrary. We continue to work with the FAA and
other regulatory agencies to ensure we meet and exceed all Federal standards, and plan our future with complete
commitment to vigilant monitoring and continuous improvement.
It is also important to note that this report primarily centers upon work with the FAA which occurred years ago,
involving an aircraft type since retired from Allegiant’s fleet.
With the completion of a planned, multi-year transition to an all-Airbus fleet, and as the first US airline to adopt Airbus’
cutting-edge preventative maintenance technology platform, today we are an industry leader in reliability and service.

The inspector general wants the FAA to make improvements in nine areas, including developing better monitoring
procedures and training modification. The FAA says it will work with the inspector general’s office on its
recommendations
FAA statement: “The FAA has initiated compliance actions at Allegiant Air that have improved safety for the flying
public, are generally consistent with FAA’s Compliance Program, and are in accordance with Safety Assurance System
(SAS) policies. Nonetheless, the FAA continually strives to enhance the agency’s oversight posture and, and we will
work with the OIG regarding its draft report recommendations.”
Allegiant is the eleventh largest passenger airline in the United States. More than 14 million people flew on its planes in
2018.
Other passengers we spoke to say Allegiant’s issues are in the past and out of their control.
“It’s life, honey,” Milton Oliver said in Venice. “God will watch over you. You don’t have to worry.”
https://www.winknews.com/2019/12/19/inspector-general-report-says-faa-missed-safety-risks-with-allegiant-air/
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Audit blames FAA over past Allegiant safety issue
New aircraft fleet ensures reliable flights, maintenance, airline says
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED

An Allegiant Airbus A319 at Punta Gorda Airport.

Since 2011, Allegiant Air had
36 in-ﬂight engine shutdowns
with its now retired MD-80
ﬂeet.
A new audit conducted by
the Office of Inspector General
and the U.S. Department of
Transportation concluded
this was, in part, “because

(the Federal Aviation
Administration) was ineffective
at assessing and identifying the
root cause of the problem,” the
audit stated.
The audit, which was
published Tuesday, was
requested by a slew of U.S.
representatives and senators
who were concerned over
safety issues at Allegiant
Air. The report was titled:

“FAA Needs To Improve
Its Oversight To Address
Maintenance Issues Impacting
Safety at Allegiant Air”.
The report looked at the
airline as well as the Federal
Aviation Administration’s
oversight of these issues to
ensure corrective action was
implemented.
SEE ALLEGIANT, 4A
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Audit’s recommendations:
1. Require managers to review
and validate that known risks are
tracked until mitigated.

Therefore, the Inspector
General made nine
2. Monitor inspector compliance
recommendations to improve
with Safety Assurance System
the effectiveness of the FAA’s
oversight of air carrier
training requirements.
maintenance programs. The
3. Require Certificate Holder
FAA agreed with eight of those
Evaluation Process teams to
recommendations, and partially
report inspection results to the
with one of them.
local inspection office.
By June 30, the FAA
agreed to implement two
4. Revise guidelines to include
recommendations, which
the severity of outcomes as a
implement policies and
factor in considering whether
procedures to monitor
inspectors should initiate
inspector compliance and
compliance or enforcement
perform a review of the
actions.
administration’s root-cause
analysis training to ensure it
meets agency expectations. By
and other regulatory agencies
Oct. 31, they will implement the to ensure we meet and exceed
remaining six.
all Federal standards, and
plan our future with complete
HERE’S WHAT ALLEGIANT
commitment to vigilant
HAD TO SAY:
monitoring and continuous
“Safety has always been
improvement.”
— and will remain — at the
“It is also important to note
heart of our operation, and
that this report primarily
fundamental to everything
centers upon work with the
we do,” said Allegiant
FAA which occurred years ago,
spokesperson Sonya Padgett.
involving an aircraft type since
“We vehemently dispute any
retired from Allegiant’s ﬂeet,”
implications to the contrary. We Padgett said. The airline retired
continue to work with the FAA the last of their MD-80s over

5. Develop a resolution process
to ensure disagreements in
handling non-compliances are
dealt with consistently, using the
most appropriate processes and
all relevant information.
6. Clarify how inspectors address
recurring non-compliances
when considering whether they
should initiate compliance or
enforcement actions.
7. Require inspectors to determine
that corrective actions taken
by air carriers are implemented
and have addressed known
discrepancies prior to closing
compliance actions.
a year ago, and now ﬂies only
Airbus A319s and A320s.
Allegiant uses a predictive
maintenance service from
Airbus called Skywise. This
gives Allegiant the opportunity
to address maintenance issues
before they occur, so they don’t
disrupt scheduled ﬂights.
“Today we are an industry
leader in reliability and
service,” Padgett said.
For October, the Department
of Transportation ranked
Allegiant as having the ﬁfth

8. Perform a comprehensive
review of FAA’s root cause
analysis training to ensure it
meets Agency expectations.
Modify training based on the
review and require inspectors to
complete the course(s) or offer
inspectors access to industrybased training programs.
9. Develop a process to
incorporate historical compliance
actions in Safety Assurance
System for inspectors to track
current and historical compliance
actions.

most ﬂights arriving on-time
at 83.4%, and with the lowest
cancellation rate of 0.1%.
HERE’S WHAT PUNTA GORDA
AIRPORT HAD TO SAY:
“We’re conﬁdent in
Allegiant’s commitment to
keeping it’s passengers and
crews safe,” said airport
spokesperson Kaley Miller.
Allegiant Air is the only
commercial airline the airport
currently has.

HERE’S WHAT AIRPORT AUTHORITY
COMMISSIONER ROB HANCIK HAD
TO SAY:
“Allegiant’s safety issues
with the MD-80 aircraft are a
mute point as they no longer ﬂy
the MD-80,” Hancik said, “but
has enhanced FAA’s airline
maintenance compliance as
detailed in the (audit).”
“These FAA enhancements
will be applicable to all airlines
and to the beneﬁt of air
travelers,” he continued.
HERE’S WHAT THE FAA HAD TO SAY:
“The FAA has initiated
compliance actions at Allegiant
Air that have improved safety
for the ﬂying public, are
generally consistent with FAA’s
Compliance Program, and
are in accordance with Safety
Assurance System policies,”
the FAA stated after reviewing
the report. “Nonetheless, the
FAA continually strives to
enhance the agency’s oversight
posture and, and we will work
with the (Office of the Inspector
General) regarding its draft
report recommendations.”
Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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4 happenings at Punta Gorda Airport
Airport Authority approves school district lease for future program, more
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The
Charlotte County Airport
Authority had its last meeting
of the year Thursday.
Highlights of the meeting
include: the authority re-electing its officers for next year,
updating the rental price for
T-hangars, discussing future
development, and agreeing to
buy a building.
Here are the details...
1. THE PRICE OF T-HANGAR
RENTALS WILL INCREASE FOR NEW
TENANTS
In order to offset the costs

of building additional hangars
in the future, the Airport
Authority approved in a 4-to-1
vote Thursday increasing
the monthly rental cost of
T-hangars from $275 to $425.
Commissioner Hancik voted
no for the proposal.
Before this change, PGD
had by far the lowest rates
for T-hangar rentals in the
area. Page Field in Fort Myers
has the second-lowest rate at
$412 a month, while the most
expensive T-hangar rentals are
$565 a month at Albert Whitted
Airport in St. Petersburg.
Current tenants will stay
at their rate of $275 a month
with a 2.5% annual increase.

Potential tenants who have
been on the wait list since 2018
will be grandfathered into a
lease agreement at the rate
of $300 per month, according
to PGD spokesperson Kaley
Miller. This accounts for 16 of
the 70 people on the T-hangar
wait list, Miller and Parish
said.
The airport is currently
looking to build 24 standard
hangars and ﬁve large-unit
hangars, Parish said, which
will cost approximately
$4.8 million.
2. LEASE WITH SCHOOL BOARD
The Airport Authority
approved the ﬁnal lease with

the Charlotte County School
Board for its future Aviation
Airframe and Powerplant
mechanics, or A&P, training
program.
The school board is sharing
the former Western Michigan
University space with an
Aeroguard ﬂight school
while they seek approval
from the Federal Aviation
Administration for their
program.
The authority also signed
an agreement with Vasey
Aviation, which has been providing development services to
PGD for over a decade.
With this, airport staff will
have an expert on call to

navigate potential problems
and look for opportunities for
public-private partnership
opportunities. This could be
anything from restaurants, to
commercial development, or
more.
“Going forward with Vasey
helping ﬁnd ﬁnancing vehicles,
this will be a tremendous boost
to our efforts to continue to attract new businesses to the airport,” said Charlotte County’s
Economic Development
Director Dave Gammon. “With
so much activity happening at
the airport it will ﬁll a great
need.”
SEE AIRPORT, 4C

PAGE 4C

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2019 | The Sun | www.yoursun.com

AIRPORT
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3. THE AIRPORT IS BUYING A
BUILDING
A building priced at $1.72 million is currently owned and occupied by SuperTrak, a company that builds forestry mulcher
machines for land clearing,
vegetation management and
right-of-way maintenance.
SuperTrak has been a tenant
of the airport for 21 years,
according to the company’s

president, Tom King. In the
lease, the company had the
right to demolish their metal,
35,000 square-foot building after
leaving their lease. Airport
Authority Chair Pam Seay
said this would make it more
expensive for future tenants to
put in a new building.
After two appraisals and an
inspection from the airport,
the company made $20,000 in
improvements to the building
in order to expedite the airport
buying the building, King said.
SuperTrak’s current lease

at $10,000 a month will expire
in 2023. After that, commissioners agreed to a seven year
extension at $18,000 a month
and an option of extending an
additional ﬁve years at fair
market value.
Hancik was worried, though,
that after spending $1.7 million
on the building that the airport
would not get that money back,
and that the money could be
better spent on other projects.
“We have no intention of
leaving the airport,” King said.
“We’ll sign a lease to guarantee

us (as a tenant) until you’re
whole ... We just want to be fair
to everybody.”
The Airport Authority will
purchase the building in the
ﬁrst quarter of 2020, according
to Miller.
SuperTrak currently has 16
employees in Charlotte County,
King said.
4. OFFICERS STAY THE SAME
Commissioners won’t have to
switch chairs next year.
That’s because each of their
roles stayed the same.

Pam Seay will continue to
be the authority’s chair, while
James Herston will be the vice
chair. Kathleen Coppola is the
group’s secretary and treasurer
and Rob Hancik is the assistant
secretary and treasurer. Paul
Andrews is also a commissioner in the authority.
All nominations were
unopposed and each officer was
unanimously elected.
Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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IT’S A BIG DILL
First-ever World Pickleball Championship coming to Punta Gorda Dec. 27-30

SUN PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

Teams play pickleball under the lights at PicklePlex of Punta Gorda on the campus of Florida SouthWestern State College Dec. 18.
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — As one of
America’s fastest growing sports, the
popularity of pickleball isn’t stopping at
the borders.
Play of the game has expanded across
the globe, and now it’s coming to Punta
Gorda in a big way with the ﬁrst-ever
World Pickleball Championship to be
held at the new PicklePlex of Punta
Gorda on the campus of Florida
SouthWestern State College.
The event running Dec. 27-30 is
attracting players not only from around
the U.S. but also from Argentina, Brazil,
England, and Germany, for example.
The local popularity of pickleball is
evident by an expanding number of
courts where the game is played — with
83 in Charlotte and 16 in the works, along
with 77 in Sarasota. New courts are also
being planned for the next several years.
The city of North Port also has courts
at the George Mullen Activity Center,
Highland Ridge Park and McKibben
Park.
THE CHAMPIONSHIP
“These are the pros that are ﬂying in

“This is going to have a tremendous positive economic impact for the community.”
Sean Doherty
sales and sports marketing manager with the Punta Gorda, Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau

for this tournament and they are from
all over the country and world. They
are the best of the best,” said pickleball
player Sue Carmen. “It’s (going to be)
exciting to have the opportunity to
watch them play.”
The tournament is expected to bring
in people by the thousands to the
Charlotte County area, according to
Carmen, who is also a former PicklePlex
board member.
Over 60 World Champions will be
crowned with around 400 players
expected to take part in the four-day
tournament.
“We could only dream that it would
bring such a big event to Punta Gorda
when the PicklePlex board began
almost three years ago,” Carmen said.
“Thousands are expected over the
four-day period and many preparations
are being done to have everything run
smoothly. Personally, I have signed up
to volunteer and have also helped ﬁnd

housing for a couple of the players.”
Carmen said the tournament is
different from most area tournaments
because of all the high proﬁle professionals that will be participating. Not
to mention the $100,000 of prize money,
which is the largest to be offered for any
pickleball tournament.
THE IMPACT
“This is going to have a tremendous
positive economic impact for the
community,” said Sean Doherty, sales
and sports marketing manager with the
Punta Gorda, Englewood Beach Visitor
& Convention Bureau.
“So far, the venue has hosted ﬁve
tournaments all of which were regional
in nature and combined they’ve generated over $800,000 in total economic
impact,” Doherty said. “The upcoming
Pickleball Global World Championships
of course will be attracting people on a
larger scale than any of these previous

More Coverage
Make sure to check out the special
World Pickleball Championship section
in the Dec. 25 Sun.
tournaments with participants expected
from all over the country and even some
international competitors.”
Many of the athletes participating are
expected to bring family members as
well.
“(With the) athletes plus family members, this will provide a ﬁnancial boost
to area hotels, restaurants, shops, gas
stations and other hospitality-related
businesses,” Doherty said.
The Visitor & Convention Bureau currently does not have an overall economic impact number for the Pickleplex.
“We have not done an official
SEE CHAMPIONSHIP, 4A
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THE PLAYERS
Registration is still open for the World Pickleball Championship.
Some of the register professional players (and
their Global Pickleball Ranking) include:
Rosti Sobek, GPR — No. 321 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Double
Abbie Brooks, GPR — No. 13 in Ladies Pro
Singles and No. 49 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Vivienne David, GPR — No. 10 in Ladies Pro
Singles, No. 82 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Ladies’)
and No. 218 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Regina Franco, GPR — No. 11 in Ladies Pro
Singles, No. 14 in Ladies Pro Doubles and No.
20 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Ladies’)

Margaret Grubbs, from Port Charlotte, plays pickleball at PicklePlex of Punta Gorda on the campus of Florida SouthWestern State College Dec. 18.

CHAMPIONSHIP
FROM PAGE 1A
economic impact study for any of
their events yet,” said Wendie Vestfall,
the bureau’s tourism director. “It is
something that we will be considering
in the future as they continue to grow
and bring tournaments like the World
Pickleball Championships to our
area.”
THE GLOBAL PICKLEBALL NETWORK
Players from across the globe,
including from the United States,
Argentina, Brazil, Denmark,
England, Germany, India, Mexico,
the Philippines, and Singapore, have
been invited to compete for the title of
World Pickleball Champion, organized
by Pickleball Global, a online global
pickleball network.
As the sport advances, so will the
number of players and professional
athletes that take part in the tournaments, boosting the level of play and
increasing prize money.
“What makes this event so special is
that based on their Global Pickleball
Ranking, only the world’s best pickleball players have been invited to
play at the ﬁnal tournament of the
year, which will crown the ﬁrst-ever
World Pickleball Champions for the
year 2019,” said Jan David, owner of
Pickleball Global, in a Dec. 17 press
release.
“Punta Gorda offers the best

Ticket information
Tickets range from $10 to $15 for
daily admission. For VIP access and
admission for all four day, tickets
range from $70 to $1,500.

satisfy that demand on a daily basis.”
Other Southwest Florida counties
and cities have also seen an increase
in the sport’s popularity in the area.
“Pickleball has been growing rapidly
over the last six or seven years in
Sarasota County,” said. “There are
THE PICKLEPLEX OF PUNTA GORDA
patrons that come from other counties
to play pickleball at Sarasota County
Located in the FSW Charlotte
park locations. The numbers greatly
Campus (26300 Airport Road, Punta
Gorda), the 16-court PicklePlex held its increase from November through April
ﬁrst tournament in June 2019 and has each year from seasonal residents and
tourists.”
hosted four others since.
Sarasota County Parks, Recreation
Its location is a big attraction for
and Natural Resources has not hosted
tournament organizers with lots
any regional or national tournaments
of parking available, easy access to
so far but they hope the new dedicated
Interstate 75, hotel access — nearly
courts will allow them to attract
1,500 quality hotel rooms in Port
Charlotte and more in Punta Gorda — tournaments.
“Englewood Sports Complex has
as well as many dining and entertainheld
larger local tournaments with upment options, according to the press
wards of 300 participants (at times),”
release.
Flying into the area is also easier as Grant said.
“There is deﬁnitely a passionate
Allegiant Air ﬂies directly into Punta
community of pickleball players
Gorda Airport from approximately
in North Port,” said Laura Ansel,
50 destinations.
North Port’s marketing and outreach
“Charlotte County has positioned
coordinator. “There is a particularly
itself nationally as a leading venue
active group that plays at Highland
for both recreational pickleball and
Ridge Park every morning during the
tournament-level pickleball events,”
Tommy Scott, the county’s community week.”
services director, told the Sun.
THE FUTURE
THE BENEFITS
For Punta Gorda Mayor Nancy
Pickleball’s impact goes beyond just Prafke, the world championship is a
sign of things to come for PicklePlex,
ﬁnancial beneﬁts with many players
the city and the county.
often noting the health beneﬁts of the
“This is a tremendous accomplishgame.
ment,”
Prafke said. “The PicklePlex
“(Pickleball) also positively impacts
team
had
a vision of what they could
the quality of life and wellness of our
create for this community and for
community,” Doherty said. “It’s been
Charlotte County and you can see it
deﬁnitively determined that there’s a
is coming to fruition; this is just the
strong demand for pickleball courts
beginning.”
throughout the community and this
venue, which is free and open to the
Email: daniel.sutphin@yoursun.com
public, will go a long way to help
possible combination of the local
support from both the local government and local pickleball community,
not to mention the fabulous facilities
provided by the PicklePlex of Punta
Gorda,” David said.

More information and tickets can be
found at worldpickleballchampionship.
com/collections/tickets.

Katie Dyer, GPR — No. 16 in Ladies Pro Doubles
and No. 23 in Ladies Pro Mixed Doubles
(Ladies’)
Sarah Ansboury, GPR — No. 6 in Pro Mixed
Doubles (Ladies’) and No. 10 in Ladies Pro
Doubles
Patrick Smith, GPR — No. 98 in Pro Gentlemen’s Doubles
Collin Johns, GPR — No. 3 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Singles, No. 11 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles and
No. 13 in Pro Mixed Doubles
Jose Farias, GPR — No. 5 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Singles, No. 7 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles and
10 in Pro Mixed Doubles
Adam Stone, GPR — No. 9 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Doubles and No. 14 in Gentlemen’s Pro Singles
Jocelyn “Jay” Devilliers, GPR — No. 16 in
Gentlemen’s Pro Singles, No. 32 in Gentlemen’s
Pro Doubles and 53 in Pro Mixed Doubles
(Gentlemen’s)
Lucy Kovalova, GPR — No. 2 in Ladies Pro
Singles, No. 2 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Ladies’)
and 5 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Daniel Moore, GPR — No. 14 in Pro Mixed
Doubles (Gentlemen’s), No. 27 in Gentlemen’s
Pro Doubles and 44 in Gentlemen’s Pro Singles
Christine McGrath, No. 12 in Pro Mixed Doubles
(Ladies’), No. 12 in Ladies Pro Doubles and 14
in Ladies Pro Singles
Michelle Esquivel, GPR — No. 3 in Ladies Pro
Singles, No. 7 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Ladies’)
and No. 15 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Steve Deakin, GPR — No. 3 in Gentlemen’s
Pro Doubles and No. 6 in Pro Mixed Doubles
(Gentlemen’s)
William Sobek, GPR — No. 66 in Gentlemen’s
Pro Singles and No. 321 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Doubles
Leigh Waters, GPR — No. 1 in Ladies Pro
Doubles and No. 10 in Pro Mixed Doubles
Simone Jardim, GPR — No. 1 in Ladies Pro
Singles, No. 1 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Ladies’)
and 3 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Riley Newman, GPR — No. 4 in Pro Mixed
Doubles (Gentlemen’s), No. 5 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Doubles and No. 9 in Gentlemen’s Pro Singles
Lindsey Newman, GPR — No. 4 in Pro Mixed
Doubles (Ladies’), No. 7 in Ladies Pro Singles
and No. 8 in Ladies Pro Doubles
Eden Lica, GPR — No. 26 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Singles

What is a Global Pickleball
Ranking?

KaSandra Gehrke, GPR — No. 13 in Ladies Pro
Doubles and No. 19 in Pro Mixed Doubles

Global Pickleball Ranking (GPR) is
similar to tennis rankings based only
on the best eight tournament results
during the last 52 weeks, according to
Jan David, owner of Pickleball Global.
GPR is a massive ranking system
that follows many categories,” David
told the Sun, “from professionals
and senior professional to the age
rankings (from 19-plus all the way up
to 80-plus).”

Frank Anthony Davis, GPR — No. 4 in Gentlemen’s Pro Singles, No. 23 in Pro Mixed Doubles
and 31 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles
Kyle Yates, GPR — No. 1 in Pro Mixed Doubles,
No. 2 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles and No. 8 in
Gentlemen’s Pro Singles
Tyson McGuffin, GPR — No. 2 in Gentlemen’s
Pro Singles, No. 2 in Pro Mixed Doubles and No.
5 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles

The ranking is produced separately
for ladies and gentlemen and also for
singles, doubles and mixed doubles

Ben Johns, GPR — No. 1 in Gentlemen’s Pro
Singles, No. 1 in Gentlemen’s Pro Doubles and
No. 2 in Pro Mixed Doubles (Gentlemen’s)

“So, based on (players) results during
the last 52 weeks,” David said, “we
have invited only the best pro players
to come for one more battle ... to win
one last tournament and become the
first-ever World Pickleball Champions
for the year 2019.”

More players and information can be found at
worldpickleballchampionship.com.
SUN PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

Jon Ralph, from Punta Gorda, plays pickleball at PicklePlex of Punta Gorda
on the campus of Florida SouthWestern State College Dec. 18.

For more rankings, go to pickleball.global/
ranking/gentlemen
SOURCE: WORLDPICKLEBALLCHAMPIONSHIP.COM
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Should Bermont Road be widened?
Charlotte commissioner’s scary adventure, urges fixes, pictures safer coast-to-coast corridor
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Plot a
trip from Punta Gorda to West
Palm Beach and Google Maps
ﬁrst sends you on 43 miles of
a two-lane back country route
called County Road 74.
Charlotte County commissioner Chris Constance made
that trip recently.
And it was a frightening ride,
he said, reporting that a strip of
pavement on CR-74, or Bermont
Road, was a white-knuckle
experience. So he persuaded the
board of the Charlotte CountyPunta Gorda Metropolitan
Planning Organization to lobby
state government in hopes that
it will some day make it four
lanes, at their expense.
“I drove back at night and
I’ve got to tell you,” he said, “I
felt I had my life in my hands
the whole time I was driving,
because any time there’s oncoming traffic, they’re not going
60, 65. They’re going 80, and you
can’t see the road and you can’t
put your brights on.”
The two-lane experience
continues into Glades County.
After switching to U.S. Route
27 there, Constance said, the
trip becomes more pleasant as
the road widens to a divided
four-lane thoroughfare through
the state’s rural interior.
Eventually, U.S. Route 98
widens further to eight lanes.
If it’s a county road, however,

SUN FILE PHOTO

Bermont Road (County Road 74) is seeing increased commercial traffic due to new development in east Charlotte County. One
Charlotte County commissioner thinks the state should pay to widen the only two-lane part of a cross-state corridor ending in
SEE ROAD, 4C West Palm Beach.
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MPO chairman Joe Tiseo
pondered, how can the
county ask the state to do
anything?
Florida Department of
Transportation director
L.K. Nandam, District 1,
agreed with Tiseo that
the project should be
discussed by county commissioners. Constance
said the road represents a

statewide opportunity to
add an east-west corridor
that would serve communities and commuters
here and to the north
that otherwise must drive
south to State Road 80.
According to Google
Maps, however, this other
route is just a few miles
longer.
“I think it’s time that
they (the state) realize
with Sunseeker (resort)
and so many things that
are coming online, we’re
going to start to explode

over here, and it needs to
be at least in the planning
phase,” Constance said.
County Road 74 should
be part of the state’s strategic intermodal system,
Constance said, because
Punta Gorda has access
to rail and an airport.
Nandam told the board
he will ask the state’s
Strategic Intermodal
System office for an
evaluation of the road.
“You will get an official
response,” he said.
The board, which

includes Punta Gorda’s
vice mayor, three county
commissioners and a
Punta Gorda Airport
commissioner, voted
unanimously to lobby
the state to make County
Road 74 a state road.
“It’s going to be a multiyear ask,” said Constance.
“We need to start having
that discussion.”
Email: betsy.calvert@
yoursun.com

Road scholar
The Florida county road system was created in 1977
as a result of the Florida Department of Transportation
changing the division of roads from secondary state
roads, which were at one time primary state roads, to
county roads. Most secondary roads and some primary
roads were given to the counties, and occasionally a
new state road was taken over; some main roads in
incorporated areas were given to the localities. As a
result of how the county road system was created,
county roads generally follow the same numbering grid
pattern as the state roads.
SOURCE: WIKIPEDIA

Pump prices dip a bit as holiday travel picks up
By DANIEL SUTPHIN Staff Writer Dec 23, 2019

PUNTA GORDA — If you have to travel this holiday week, there’s some good news: gas prices in Florida are expected to
drop by 12 cents per gallon.
AAA reports that the state average has declined the past 16 consecutive days for a total discount of 12 cents per gallon as 5.5
million Floridians hit the highways for the year-end holidays.
Florida drivers are paying an average price of $2.42 per gallon, according to a Dec. 22 AAA press release.
“Elevated oil prices and issues at a massive Gulf Coast refinery are preventing prices at the pump from falling as fast as they
did this time last year,” said Mark Jenkins, spokesman, AAA — The Auto Club Group, in the release.
As a result, Jenkins said that year-end holiday gas prices could be the most expensive in five years.
“That’s unlikely to slow travelers down,” Jenkins said, “because current prices are around the same level as a month ago —
when most travel plans were finalized.”
Although the state average is 4 cents less than a week ago, gas prices remain 5 cents more than last month and 18 cents more
than this time last year.
Over the past few years, Florida gas prices on Christmas Day averaged $2.21 in 2018, $2.35 in 2017, and $2.32 in 2016.
SAFE TRAVELS, DON’T STRESS
More than 853,000 motorists will call AAA for assistance at the roadside this holiday season, according to AAA.
Causes for that include: Dead batteries, flat tires and lockouts.
AAA recommends motorists take their vehicles to a “trusted repair facility to perform any needed maintenance before
heading out on a road trip,” according to a Dec. 12 AAA press release.
Also remember to slow down and move over for stopped emergency vehicles at the roadside; it’s the law in all 50 states.
DRIVING TIPS
“Always give yourself enough time to travel to your destination should a delay occur,” Punta Gorda Police Chief Pam Davis
told the Sun. “If you allow yourself extra time, you avoid rushing which can lead to bad or aggressive driving.”
Davis also suggests:
Be very careful changing lanes and don’t follow other vehicles too closely.
Be considerate of other travelers and be patient while driving.
If you see someone displaying road rage, don’t engage with them but rather get a description of the vehicle, including a tag
number and call the police.

Claudette Bennett, Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office public information officer, echoes that insight.
“It’s important to leave early whether you are making a drive or catching a flight,” Bennett told the Sun. “When you are
running late, it generates stress and you will be less likely to enjoy your experience, and less likely to speed. When you leave
early, you are also prepared for any unexpected delays.”
Bennett also suggests:
Make sure your are well rested as you embark and your journey as drowsiness makes you less able to pay attention to the
road and slows reaction time if you have to brake or steer suddenly. It also affects your ability to make good decisions.
Monitor your speed.
Drive Defensively. Put the safety of everyone in your car first by letting impatient and aggressive drivers pass you.
Avoid distractions such as electronics.
Never drive impaired. Remember, “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”.
“Just be patient,” said Joshua Taylor, North Port public information officer. “Everyone is excited to get where they are
going.”
FLYING TIPS
“Arrive two hours early,” said Kaley Miller, communications manager with Punta Gorda Airport, “Especially if you’re
parking onsite because you may have to park in the grass lot, but we have shuttles running constantly.”
Miller also suggests:
If (paved) parking lots fill up, there are discounted grass lots and shuttles for pickup.
If you’re concerned paved parking will be hard to find, call Gulf Coast Car Service to hitch a ride.
Wondering how crowded security lanes may be? Check your time frame on the airport’s departures page to see.
Be sure to download the Allegiant mobile app to make check-in and boarding seem like a snap.
Only traveling pets inside the terminal.
If boredom sets in, go to the Flybrary to pick up a magazine or book; the hallway near baggage claim is where you’ll look.
If you’re feeling hungry check the short-term parking lot for a scheduled Food Truck.
“We are estimating the total year-end numbers to be over 1.6 million passengers,” Miller said, “which is a small percentage
over 2018’s 1.58 million total passengers.
“This month is similar to last December 2018 as well.”
This year’s flight projections include:
For Dec. 24: 21 departures and 21 arrivals For Dec. 25: 17 Departures and 16 arrivals For Dec. 26: 25 departures and 24
arrivals For Dec. 27: 26 departures and 26 arrivals For Dec. 28: 29 departures and 29 arrivals For Dec. 29: 25 departures and
25 arrivals For Dec. 30 and 31: 26 arrivals and 26 departures For Jan. 1: 7 departures and 7 arrivals. It’s not that there are
more flights scheduled today than usual, according to Miller.
”The perception of being busier is due to several things that have compounded,” Miller said. “The paved parking lots are
filling up so remote/grass parking may only be available (depends on the time of day).There’s more people traveling with
more checked luggage and presents, so the baggage claim will be busier, Miller said.
“There’s more family and friends coming to pick up or drop off during the holidays than a usual day, so there is just more
congestion of cars and people at the terminal,” she added.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/pump-prices-dip-a-bit-as-holiday-travel-picks-up/article_a3bfe1cc-2591-11ea-a995-833dfa3689df.html

Ready for 300,000 visitors a year with Sunseeker?
By BETSY CALVERT Staff Writer Dec 23, 2019

PORT CHARLOTTE — Sunseeker announced another management pick Monday for the emerging resort in Charlotte
Harbor.
Melbourne native Kory Foltz will be the executive chef for the resort, which is scheduled to open in 2021.
Foltz is a graduate of the Florida Culinary Institute and has worked in culinary roles at Hyatt Regency hotels in Clearwater
Beach, Sarasota, Tampa and Boston.
“His style fits so well with the ambiance we’re creating here,” said Jason Shkorupa, vice president of food and beverage and
resort development.
Foltz described his plans for Sunseeker.
“We’ll have a variety of cuisines that will appeal to a broad clientele. We’ll be true to the food. Our menus will feature
cuisine that’s fun with a little bit of character. We’ll also incorporate local ingredients where possible — local seafood, local
beef, local produce. Anything we can do to support the local economy or local farmers is a good thing, in my opinion.”
Sunseeker is a new venture of Allegiant Travel Company, which flies into Punta Gorda Airport among other destinations.
The resort is under construction, with multiple towers that will include 500 hotel rooms and 180 extended stay suites as well
as conference space, restaurants, bars and retail outlets along a half-mile waterfront walkway.
The huge resort expects to have a permanent workforce of 800 people, including part-time positions. The jobs will include
those at the front desk, in facilities management, operations management, guest room attendants, food and beverage, guest
services and security, Allegiant spokesperson Sonya Padgett told the Sun.
Sunseeker has already posted job notices for its higher level executive positions at the resort, plus the service and operator
level jobs at the Kingsway Country Club in DeSoto County, which Allegiant bought for its golf course. The Kingsway jobs,
already hiring, include dishwasher, cooks, servers and equipment operators.
The executive positions that Sunseeker wants to fill include sales directors, procurement managers and a human resources
director.
“Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor is anticipated to spark an increase of 300,000 visitors annually to the area,” the company
announced Monday.
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/ready-for-visitors-a-year-with-sunseeker/article_19043bd8-25c2-11ea-9735-57051aa0c4c0.html
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Ready for 300,000 visitors a year with Sunseeker?
Allegiant shares projections for workforce of 800, picks head chef
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE —
Sunseeker announced another
management pick Monday
for the emerging resort in
Charlotte Harbor.
Melbourne native Kory Foltz
will be the executive chef for
the resort, which is scheduled
to open in 2021.
Foltz is a graduate of the

Florida Culinary Institute and
has worked in culinary roles
at Hyatt Regency hotels in
Clearwater Beach, Sarasota,
Tampa and Boston.
“His style ﬁts so well with the
ambiance we’re creating here,”
said Jason Shkorupa, vice
president of food and beverage
and resort development.
Foltz described his plans for
Sunseeker.
“We’ll have a variety of

cuisines that will appeal to a
broad clientele. We’ll be true
to the food. Our menus will
feature cuisine that’s fun with a
little bit of character. We’ll also
incorporate local ingredients
where possible — local seafood, local beef, local produce.
Anything we can do to support
the local economy or local
farmers is a good thing, in my
opinion.”
Sunseeker is a new venture

of Allegiant Travel Company,
which ﬂies into Punta Gorda
Airport among other destinations. The resort is under
construction, with multiple
towers that will include 500 hotel rooms and 180 extended stay
suites as well as conference
space, restaurants, bars and
retail outlets along a half-mile
waterfront walkway.
The huge resort expects to
have a permanent workforce of

800 people, including part-time
positions. The jobs will include
those at the front desk, in
facilities management, operations management, guest room
attendants, food and beverage,
guest services and security,
Allegiant spokesperson Sonya
Padgett told the Sun.
Sunseeker has already
posted job notices for its higher
SEE VISITORS, 4C
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The Sunseeker resorts king room planned in Charlotte
Harbor.

VISITORS
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equipment operators.
The executive positions that
Sunseeker wants to ﬁll include
sales directors, procurement
managers and a human
resources director.
“Sunseeker Resort Charlotte
Harbor is anticipated to spark
an increase of 300,000 visitors
annually to the area,” the company announced Monday.

level executive positions at
the resort, plus the service
and operator level jobs at
the Kingsway Country Club
in DeSoto County, which
Allegiant bought for its
golf course. The Kingsway
jobs, already hiring, include
dishwasher, cooks, servers and Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com
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Skyplex , next to Southwest Florida International Airport in Fort Myers, recently signed agreements for two major office tenants: Gartner and Alta Resources .
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Between buzz and new leases,
Southwest Florida International Airport's
Skyplex project is on a smooth trajectory.

T

he past year has b e en lion project, with funds split
something of a coming between the airport authority
out party for Florida air and Florida, the half-mile road
port expansions. Tampa Inter is on the north side of the air
national, to cite one example, port. Lined with 70 royal palm
is in the middle of phase two trees, thousands of plants and
of a $2 billion project that will a 60-foot diameter water foun
touch just about every part of tain in the roundabout, the
the airport, from curbs to a road runs from Daniels Park
$110 million office tower.
way to Chamberlin Parkway. It
Southwest Florida Interna also features a composite arch
tional Airport in Fort Myers bridge system that is the first of
has moved into the forefront its kind in Florida, airport of
of the expansion and upgrade ficials say.
conversation with Skyplex. It's
The airport held a ribbon
a Class A commercial park/of cutting ceremony for the road
fice project, on 1,150 acres next Dec. 2. "I look at this as the
to the airport. The site of some main artery of Skyplex," Siegel
$100 million in development, says. "It sets the stage for the
through the summer Skyplex non-aviation development and
landed a pair of multibuilding hopefully will help propel Skyoffice deals with major South
west Florida employers, Gartner
and Alta Resources, for nearly
700,000 square feet. Several
other projects and leases are in
various stages of development,
SKYPLEX,
Lee County Port Authority in
SOUTHWEST
terim Executive Director Ben
FLORIDA
Siegel said in late November.
INTERNATIONAL
"We're doing actually much
AIRPORT
better than I thought we would
be doing at this point," says
LOCATION: Fort Myers
Siegel, named interim direc
tor of the airport authority in
PRINCIPAL: Ben Siegel,
November, following former
Lee County Port Author
authority chiefJeffMulder's de
ity Interim Executive
parture. "Interest has continued
Director
to grow."
The latter half of 2019, in
OUTLOOK: Skyplex is
addition to fielding calls for
primed for a big year, in
projects, saw progress in one
new leases and projects.
key part of the development:
Skyplex Boulevard. A $14 mil-
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plex forward."
Like many airports across
Florida, one motivating factor
behind Skyplex is to capture
other, and sustained, revenue
sources - like leases - that
can help the facility withstand
the airline industry's ups and
downs. That's part of the strate
gy at Tampa International, and,
in another example, Charlotte
County's Punta Gorda Airport
sold land to food distributor
Cheney Bros. Inc. for a major
distribution hub.
At Southwest International,
under the call letters RSW, the
strategy is a little different.
Skyplex land, for one, is strictly
for lease - not for sale, based
on Federal Aviation Adminis
tration guidelines. Rates are
roughly between 15 cents and
25 cents per square foot, or be
tween about $6,500 and $11,000
per acre. Also, the authority tar
gets only Class A office users for
its park, setting aside some 300
acres for aviation uses.
One of the first announced
Skyplex tenants, dating back to
2017, is business consulting firm
Gartner, one of the largest pri
vate employers in Lee County.
Gartner signed a deal to build a
trio of office and amenity build
ings on Skyplex land totaling
240,000 square feet.
Siegel says that deal led to con
versations with Alta Resources
Corp., a Wisconsin-based out
sourcing support company.
Alta, in early 2019, committed
to develop a 90,000-square-foot
call center and office in Sky
plex, which will house as many
as 1,000 workers. The planned
three-story building, a $21 mil
lion project, is in the permitting
phase - and guiding it to com
pletion is one of Siegel's biggest
priorities, he says. "Alta follow-
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We're doing
actually much
better than I
thought we be
doing at this
point."
Ben Siegel I
Lee County Port Authority
ing Gardner was a big deal," he
says. "[Keeping] Alta on track
will be really big for us in 2020."
Even with all the buzz and
deals, Siegel has some concerns.
The list includes competition,
the economy and the impact of
the presidential election on con
sumer sentiment, all of which
are interconnected. "We have
some promising leads and op
portunities on the leasing side,"
Siegel says. "But there's a lot of
money out there for projects.
And if the economy changes,
that can certainly have an im
pact on us."

Between buzz and new leases, Southwest Florida International Airport’s Skyplex has high hopes for 2020.
by: Mark Gordon Managing Editor

The past year has been something of a coming out party for Florida airport expansions. Tampa International, to cite one example, is in the
middle of phase two of a $2 billion project that will touch just about every part of the airport, from curbs to a $110 million office tower.
Southwest Florida International Airport in Fort Myers has moved into the forefront of the expansion and upgrade conversation with
Skyplex. It’s a Class A commercial park/office project, on 1,150 acres next to the airport. The site of some $100 million in development,
through the summer Skyplex landed a pair of multibuilding office deals with major Southwest Florida employers, Gartner and Alta
Resources, for nearly 700,000 square feet. Several other projects and leases are in various stages of development, Lee County Port
Authority interim Executive Director Ben Siegel said in late November.
“We’re doing actually much better than I thought we be doing at this point,” says Siegel, named interim director of the airport authority in
November, following former authority chief Jeff Mulder’s departure. “Interest has continued to grow.”
The latter half of 2019, in addition to fielding calls for projects, saw progress in one key part of the development: Skyplex Boulevard. A
$14 million project, with funds split between the airport authority and Florida, the half-mile road is on the north side of the airport. Lined
with 70 royal palm trees, thousands of plants and a 60-foot diameter water fountain in the roundabout, the road runs from Daniels Parkway
to Chamberlin Parkway. It also features a composite arch bridge system that is the first of its kind in Florida, airport officials say.
The airport held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the road Dec. 2. “I look at this as the main artery of Skyplex,” Siegel says. “It sets the stage
for the non-aviation development and hopefully will help propel Skyplex forward.”
Like many airports across Florida, one motivating factor behind Skyplex is to capture other, and sustained, revenue sources — like leases
— that can help the facility withstand the airline industry’s ups and downs. That’s part of the strategy at Tampa International, and, in
another example, Charlotte County’s Punta Gorda Airport sold land to food distributor Cheney Bros. Inc. for a major distribution hub.
At Southwest International, under the call letters RSW, the strategy is a little different. Skyplex land, for one, is strictly for lease — not for
sale, based on Federal Aviation Administration guidelines. Rates are roughly between 15 cents and 25 cents per square foot, or between
about $6,500 and $11,000 per acre. Also, the authority targets only Class A office users for its park, setting aside some 300 acres for
aviation uses.
One of the first announced Skyplex tenants, dating back to 2017, is business consulting firm Gartner, one of the largest private employers
in Lee County. Gartner signed a deal to build a trio of office and amenity buildings on Skyplex land totaling 240,000 square feet.
Siegel says that deal led to conversations with Alta Resources Corp., a Wisconsin-based outsourcing support company. Alta, in early 2019,
committed to develop a 90,000-square-foot call center and office in Skyplex, which will house as many as 1,000 workers. The planned
three-story building, a $21 million project, is in the permitting phase — and guiding it to completion is one of Siegel’s biggest priorities, he
says. “Alta following Gardner was a big deal,” he says. “[Keeping] Alta on track will be really big for us in 2020.”
Even with all the buzz and deals, Siegel has some concerns. The list includes competition, the economy and the impact of the presidential
election on consumer sentiment, all of which are interconnected. “We have some promising leads and opportunities on the leasing side,”
Siegel says. “But there’s a lot of money out there for projects. And if the economy changes, that can certainly have an impact on us.”

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airport-office-project-on-smooth-trajectory

A Perfect vision … roaring into the 20s … hindsight is 2020 …
Dec 29, 2019

There are 366 days of 2020 ahead of us. Let’s just get this all out of the way now, shall we? There are more catchy, cute, and
creative slogans, themes, and promotional ideas for 2020 than we have days to advertise. They involve throw-backs to the
Roaring (18)20s, rhymes, and obviously … eyesight. I’m starting a 2020 collection:
I can see clearly now, my nice green lawn. (Adapt as needed.)
Have the perfect vison with (insert company name here.)
With us, the future is clear. (Works for almost everyone.)
This one, or … this one? This one, or … this one? (Get it?)
Moving along as we get off to a terrific start in 2020, the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce calendar for January is
already bursting at the margins. The Government Affairs Committee will meet at 5 p.m. on Jan. 6 followed by the Chamber
ACTION Committee the next morning. These are two of the most important committees of the chamber.
The Government Affairs Committee has historically been the arm of the chamber assisting with monitoring, and relaying
information to and from, government entities to its business members, and vice-versa. The committee remains proactively
involved in the government process with the overall goal being the advancement of prosperity and general welfare of the
chamber’s business members and the community they serve.
Serving on the Government Affairs committee alongside local business professionals are representatives from Charlotte
County Administration, City of Punta Gorda, Charlotte County Public Schools, Punta Gorda Airport, Charlotte County
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office, and the Charlotte County Economic Development
Office. It’s at these meetings that requests are often made for initiative or project support. Action can be taken by the
committee in the form of support, nonsupport, or abstaining from the issue. This recommendation is then sent to the chamber
board of directors for the final determination. Over the past 95 years, the Government Affairs Committee has taken a levelheaded approach to representing the business interests of Charlotte County. To ensure continuity from year to year, the
immediate past board president serves as the committee chair and its guidance and support are frequently requested.
The ChamberACTION Committee is all about the membership! Chambers are membership driven. These committee
members support all of our activities, disseminates information, and provides education about the multitude of benefits to
being a member of the Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce. I’ve always wondered why a qualified business wouldn’t
want to be a member of the chamber and — excuse my bluntness — I’ve yet to hear a valid reason. This committee makes
sure the value of membership is spread far and wide, hither and yon, over hill and dale.
Along with those two committee meetings, the Jan. 8 Networking at Noon (11 a.m.) event will be harbor-tastic as we enjoy a
fun and relaxing cruise with King Fisher Fleet. Please make a note that noon does mean 11 a.m. this month! The cost remains
$15 and reservations can be made by calling the chamber at 941-627-2222 or by visiting the Chamber Store at
charlottecountychamber.org.
On Jan. 9, the Leadership Class of 2020 will experience Education Day as they travel throughout the county. Many of these
community leaders have not been on a school bus or in a classroom since their own school days … let alone have a
conversation with school board members and the superintendent.

Also on Jan. 9, we will be cutting the ribbon at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate Labor Solutions at 2726 Tamiami Trail, Suite A, in Port
Charlotte. All chamber members are invited to attend.
Wow, and that’s just the first few days of 2020! Oh yes, please feel free to send me your unique 2020 slogans to share as we
navigate through the year! Do you have the perfect vision? (20rry not 20rry!)

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/business/a-perfect-vision-roaring-into-the-s-hindsight-is/article_c74b7dae-2a73-11ea-8ca8-135bfec333bb.html
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A perfect vision … roaring into the 20s … hindsight is 2020
There are 366 days of 2020
ahead of us. Let’s just get this
all out of the way now, shall we?
There are more catchy, cute,
and creative slogans, themes,
and promotional ideas for 2020
than we have days to advertise.
They involve throw-backs to
the Roaring (18)20s, rhymes,
and obviously … eyesight. I’m
starting a 2020 collection:
I can see clearly now, my nice
green lawn. (Adapt as needed.)
Have the perfect vison with
(insert company name here.)
With us, the future is clear.
(Works for almost everyone.)
This one, or … this one? This
one, or … this one? (Get it?)
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Charlotte County Chamber
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to celebrate Labor Solutions at
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Wow, and that’s just the
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Teri Ashley is the executive
director of the Charlotte
County Chamber of Commerce,
with offices in both Punta
Gorda and Port Charlotte. She
can be reached at 941-639-2222
or at tashley@charlottecountychamber.org.

Rebuilding runways for the future at Punta Gorda Airport
By BETSY CALVERT Staff Writer Dec 30, 2019

PUNTA GORDA — Punta Gorda Airport’s shorter runway is now closed to prepare it for a bigger role in 2021.
That’s when the airport plans to rebuild the main runway, which has not been overhauled since it was built in the 1940s,
according to airport reports.
The airport’s two major runways are at an angle to one another like two sides of a triangle. The shorter runway — called 1533 — shut down in recent weeks for a nine-month reconstruction that will add 593 feet at the south end. The extra feet will
bring the runway to 6,281 feet — long enough for the airport’s only commercial carrier — Allegiant Airlines — to take off
and land.
“The rehab and extension of runway 15-33 isn’t something that the general public should notice or be affected by at this
time,” Airport Marketing and Communications Manager Kaley Miller told the Sun.
Referring to the longer runway, Miller added, “Allegiant (airline) primarily uses Runway 4-22 so their flight patterns are
generally the same.”
In rebuilding the runways, the airport bought land under the flight path of the longer runway. That project required 15 acres
to the north and 45 acres to the south. Both acquisitions allow the airport to meet newer regulations from the Federal Aviation
Agency.
The cost of the first runway rebuild is $12 million. That cost is covered jointly by the FAA, the Florida Department of
Transportation and the airport’s Passenger Facility Charge of $4.50 per passenger arrival or departure.
The airport also had to pay $1.8 million to fill wetlands and pay for the wetlands to be enhanced elsewhere in the state as
mitigation. Wetlands near runways attract birds that can collide with planes. The FAA is paying most of that.
Reconstruction of the other runway — 4-22 — is still in the design phase. The anticipated cost to rebuild the 6,281-foot
runway is $15.8 million. Airport officials expect most of that cost to be paid by the FAA with only about 10% coming from
FDOT and the local airport.
None of the work is paid for out of local property or sales taxes.
Before work begins on the main runway, Miller said, “We will begin educating the public closer to that time so they
understand why Allegiant planes are taking off or approaching the runway from a different direction.”
https://www.yoursun.com/puntagorda/news/rebuilding-runways-for-the-future-at-punta-gorda-airport/article_edf9d196-266b-11ea-a8cf-c7ba2e35183c.html
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Rebuilding runways for the future
Shorter runway getting longer now at Punta Gorda Airport; main runway work begins in 2021
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta
Gorda Airport’s shorter
runway is now closed to
prepare it for a bigger role in
2021.
That’s when the airport
plans to rebuild the main
runway, which has not been
overhauled since it was built in
the 1940s, according to airport
reports.
The airport’s two major
runways are at an angle to
one another like two sides of a
triangle. The shorter runway
— called 15-33 — shut down
in recent weeks for a ninemonth reconstruction that
will add 593 feet at the south
end. The extra feet will bring
the runway to 6,281 feet —
long enough for the airport’s
only commercial carrier —
Allegiant Airlines — to take off
and land.
“The rehab and extension of
runway 15-33 isn’t something
that the general public should
notice or be affected by at this
time,” Airport Marketing and
Communications Manager
Kaley Miller told the Sun.
Referring to the longer
runway, Miller added,
“Allegiant (airline) primarily
uses Runway 4-22 so their
ﬂight patterns are generally
the same.”
In rebuilding the runways,
the airport bought land under
the ﬂight path of the longer
runway. That project required
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Construction workers are rebuilding one of Punta Gorda Airport’s two runways. This runway will fill in for the main runway in

SEE RUNWAYS, 4C 2021, when that rebuild begins.

PAGE 4C

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2019 | The Sun | www.yoursun.com

RUNWAYS
FROM PAGE 1C

N/E/P/C

cost to rebuild the 6,281-foot
runway is $15.8 million.
Airport officials expect most of
that cost to be paid by the FAA
with only about 10% coming
from FDOT and the local
airport.
None of the work is paid for
out of local property or sales
taxes.
Before work begins on the
main runway, Miller said,
“We will begin educating the
public closer to that time so
they understand why Allegiant
planes are taking off or
approaching the runway from
a different direction.”

15 acres to the north and
45 acres to the south. Both
acquisitions allow the airport
to meet newer regulations
from the Federal Aviation
Agency.
The cost of the ﬁrst runway
rebuild is $12 million. That
cost is covered jointly by the
FAA, the Florida Department
of Transportation and the
airport’s Passenger Facility
Charge of $4.50 per passenger
arrival or departure.
The airport also had to pay
$1.8 million to ﬁll wetlands
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and pay for the wetlands to
com
be enhanced elsewhere in the
state as mitigation. Wetlands
near runways attract birds that
can collide with planes. The
FAA is paying most of that.
Reconstruction of the other
runway — 4-22 — is still in the
design phase. The anticipated
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Punta Gorda’s two runways are shown here, with the shorter one currently under reconstruction.
The shorter one must be extended so it can take over for the longer one during that rebuild of
2021.

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

Just Askin' | New routes at Willard Airport
Ben Zigterman Dec 1, 2019

An American Eagle Embraer ERJ-145 takes off for an early-morning flight to Dallas-Fort Worth
International Airport in February 2018 at Willard Airport in Savoy.
By The News-Gazette

Q: Where is Willard Airport looking at expanding to?
A: In discussions with Allegiant, Florida destinations Destin, Orlando, St. Petersburg, Punta Gorda and Fort Lauderdale have
come up.
“And maybe even a Las Vegas route, which would be great,” said Tim Bannon, the executive director of the University of
Illinois-owned airport.
“We’ve had some successful meetings with Allegiant. There’s no formal or firm commitment to come and serve our market.
We’ve offered them a competitive incentive package, marketing pledge, rates and charges.”
He’s also been in discussions with a regional carrier called SkyWest about possible flights to Denver or Washington, D.C.
“We do have a high (amount) of travel to the east and to the west, so we think they’d be a great airline to fit right into our
existing mix of flights,” Bannon said. “This company would likely be the airline that would serve us under a Small
Community Air Service Development grant.”
The airport has applied for a $750,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation.
“There’s been about $37 million in applications, and $12 million will be awarded,” Bannon said. “So we have a pretty decent
chance at landing one of those, and we have been a recipient in the past.”
According to an economic impact study released last month, a flight to and from Washington, D.C. could draw about 12,000
more visitors to Champaign County annually and lead to 89 new jobs in the area.
That study was not meant to imply Willard was about to land service to D.C., Bannon said.
“We’re really not,” he said.
“But it is true that the 2016 study looked at the Charlotte route,” said Bruce Knight, Champaign’s planning and development
director.
“Yes, and that was added,” Bannon said. “So maybe that’s a good thing that it was in here.”
Willard currently offers flights to O’Hare, Dallas-Fort Worth, and since December 2018, Charlotte, N.C.
At Tuesday’s City Council meeting, District 1 councilwoman Clarissa Nickerson Fourman asked, “What are the chances we
can do Southwest airlines? If I want to fly Southwest, I’m driving wherever Southwest is.”
The chances aren’t good, Bannon said.
“It’s pretty unlikely,” he said. “Southwest generally serves population bases that are multiple sizes of ours, so we’re pretty
low on their list of places to expand. They likely wouldn’t even accept a meeting request.”
But he said adding airlines and routes is “our number one priority.”
“That is a focus that is really the lifeblood of our airport,” Bannon said. “That is a constant focus that we put a lot of
resources into, and we consistently meet with airlines on a regular basis to pitch the airport, share data and say, hey, we’re
open for business and you should come fly at our airport. We have the demand for it.”
https://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/transportation/just-askin-new-routes-at-willard-airport/article_cd7e033b-7aa0-5fbe-989b-939f532d7fd6.html

Allegiant Drops Toledo to Fla. Panhandle Service, But will Boost Two Other Toledo Routes
By David Patch
Source The Blade, Toledo, Ohio (TNS)
Dec 6th, 2019

While Allegiant Air has established a strong Toledo station for travel to central and southwest Florida, its second
attempt to start up a local route to someplace else has met the same fate as the first: cancellation after one summer.
Between June and August Allegiant ran planes between Toledo Express Airport and Destin/Fort Walton Beach in the
Florida Panhandle. But during that two-month stretch, planes were only about 70 percent full. Now the deep-discount
airline has dropped the route.
It’s the second straight miss in Toledo for Allegiant, which in 2016 started up a summertime Toledo route to Myrtle
Beach, S.C., but also pulled that plug after its initial season.
Next summer, however, Allegiant is adding a third flight per week between Toledo and both Sanford and St. Petersburg,
Fla., so its overall level of service in Toledo will be the same next summer as it was in 2019, said Joe Rotterdam,
manager of airport operations and airline affairs for the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority.
“They’re still very strong to the core Florida markets that they serve” from Toledo, Mr. Rotterdam said.
Destin, he said, was “a trial that just didn’t work,” while the Myrtle Beach route had struggled to compete in a saturated
market that included low-fare flights on Spirit Airlines out of Detroit.
In a statement, Allegiant said the company is “constantly measuring demand and adjusting schedules when necessary.
“When we try something, such as the Toledo-Destin route, and it doesn’t meet our expectations, we’re able to quickly
shift our priorities to better serve customers’ needs,” the company said. “Providing affordable service to leisure travelers
when they need it, and where they need it, allows us to keep our fares low.”
Between the first flight June 7 and the last Aug. 12, 5,141 passengers flew between Toledo and Destin on Allegiant,
filling 69.1 percent of the 7,440 available seats on the twice-weekly route, according to statistics compiled by the port
authority.
While the load factor improved from 62.7 percent in June to 72.7 percent in July and 72.2 percent during early August,
it wasn’t enough to satisfy the airline, Mr. Rotterdam said.
“They’re a very nimble carrier. They don’t spend a lot of time waiting for routes to mature,” he said. “... They like to
see higher load-factor numbers, and that didn’t materialize.”
Through August, Allegiant’s load factors on its other Toledo routes during 2019 ranged from 84.1 percent for Sanford,
Fla. (near Orlando), 85.9 percent for Punta Gorda, Fla. (near Fort Myers), and nearly 90 percent for St. Petersburg,
according to the port authority. The weakest month for any of those routes was 79.6 percent of seats sold to or from
Sanford in April.
Allegiant traditionally has flown two round-trips per week between Toledo and central Florida destinations except
during peak tourist and holiday travel periods. But for June and July, 2020, a third flight will be offered on the Sanford
and St. Petersburg routes, Mr. Rotterdam said, with the Sanford service flying on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
while St. Petersburg flights will be on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21117177/allegiant-drops-toledo-to-fla-panhandle-service-but-will-boost-two-other-toledo-routes

Community news briefs for Dec. 7, 2019
Dec 6, 2019

TSA Precheck Mobile enrollment
The TSA Precheck Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for a TSA Precheck Mobile Enrollment RV onsite
event through Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, as well as 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. It will also occur on Friday, Dec. 20, from 9 a.m. to
noon. The enrollment will happen at 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term
parking lot across from the Skyview Café & Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not
wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA
compliant. Register for an appointment online at: www.identogo.com/rv.
https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/community-news-briefs-for-dec/article_beb0b638-185c-11ea-803b-43860a5d3779.html

Delta adds first new nonstop route from MEM since it dehubbed in 2013

Delta Airlines DAL 777-200LR WD066-LN697 Take off, landing and taxi at Paine Field K64285-03
COURTESY DELTA AIRLINES/WILL WANTZ
By Corey Davis – Staff Reporter, Memphis Business Journal
Dec 16, 2019, 2:33pm EST

For the first time since it dehubbed Memphis, Delta Air Lines is adding a nonstop flight.
The airline announced it will launch nonstop service between Memphis International Airport (MEM) and Salt Lake City
International Airport (SLC) starting July 6, 2020. Delta operated the MEM-SLC route until 2014; this is the first added Delta
destination since hub operations ceased in 2013.
"We're so excited to see Delta once again adding service at MEM," Pace Cooper, chairman of the board of commissioners for
the Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority, said in a release. "This is a huge milestone for our passengers and provides
yet another connection between Memphis and the Western U.S."
Airport officials said SLC is a popular destination for Memphis passengers and provides one-stop connectivity to currently
unserved destinations such as Oakland, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Seattle, Portland, Honolulu, London, and Paris.
Delta will utilize a 132-seat Airbus A319 for the route, which will operate daily.
Flight schedule:
• Memphis to Salt Lake City — departs at 7:45 a.m. (CST) and arrives at 10:20 a.m. (MST)
• Salt Lake City to Memphis — departs at 8:25 p.m. (MST) and arrives at 12:35 a.m. (CST)
In addition to the Salt Lake City route, MEM's new nonstop flights announced this year include Allegiant Air service, started
Nov. 15, to Florida's Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). That seasonal flight will run twice weekly on Fridays and Mondays
through April 30.
Also, American Airlines' new nonstop seasonal flight between MEM and Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) starts
Wednesday, Dec. 18. The flight is currently scheduled through Jan. 7, but strong passenger demand could lead to ongoing
service in the future.
Southwest Airlines' nonstop service between MEM and Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) begins March
7. That flight will operate twice daily Sundays through Fridays and once a day on Saturdays.
https://www.bizjournals.com/memphis/news/2019/12/16/delta-adds-first-new-nonstop-route-from-mem-since.html

Grandmother celebrates 'Christmas miracle' when stranger returns lost family manuscript
A retired schoolteacher cries tears of joy thanks to a stranger in Florida.
By Marc Nathanson December 25, 2019, 3:00 AM

An act of kindness by a stranger in Florida is being called a Christmas miracle by a retired schoolteacher in Western New
York.
When Marsha Hinman opened a Christmas present from her family Monday night, it was a gift beyond her wildest
expectations. She threw her hands up toward the heavens, then fell to floor crying with joy.
For four decades, Hinman, of Spencerport, New York, had been compiling her family history in a large spiral-bound book.
The manuscript recorded the struggles and triumphs of her large family, including her husband Dan's battle with MS.
When Dan died in 1999, just three months before their first grandchild was born, Hinman's work on the book continued.

Marsha Hinman of Spencerport, New York, thumbs through a
notebook containing a history of her family that was thought lost until a stranger returned just it in time for Christmas, Dec. 24, 2019.

"He never met any of his grandchildren," Marsha told Rochester, New York, ABC affiliate WHAM. "So I thought, 'I’ve got
to write something so they know who he was and the legacy he had and how much the Spencerport and Brockport
community cared for us.'"
Over the years, Hinman's five children had 16 grandchildren between them, and the book grew longer and longer. Eventually
Hinman decided she was only a couple chapters away from finishing it, so last month she took the book with her on a trip to
Florida right before Thanksgiving.
On her way back home she pulled out the book to work on it in the Punta Gorda Airport near Ft. Myers, but when she
boarded the plane she realized she didn't have it.
"I went, 'Where’s my book? Oh no -- I left the book in the airport!'" Hinman recalled. "So I jump up and I ran up to the
stewardess saying, 'I have to go back and get my book.'"
"And she said, 'You can't get off the plane, ma'am,' and I said, 'No, you don’t understand. This book is my life. It’s my whole
life. It’s not just a book -- it’s like my memoirs,'" Hinman said.
Hinman said she contacted the airport and exhausted every effort to locate the missing manuscript, but it just couldn't be
found.
"I did everything I thought I could to get it back," she told WHAM. "And then I just prayed, because I needed a miracle."
Little did she know that a miracle was on the way.
It turns out that a stranger had found the book in the airport and had mailed it, along with a note, to an old address they had
found on the book's pages. The story might have ended there, but the homeowner at Hinman's old address was able to contact
Hinman's son about the unexpected package -- and last week he went and picked up the book.
The family wrapped the book as a Christmas present, and on Monday they gave it to an unsuspecting Hinman.
When she pulled off the wrapping paper and saw what it was, her eyes opened wide in disbelief. Then she let out a euphoric
yell and collapsed in tears of joy.

"I fell to the floor sobbing," Hinman said. "And I'm crying and I couldn't stop. I just can’t tell you how much it meant for me
to get this book back."
Now reunited with her manuscript, Hinman said she's going to finish the final two chapters -- as soon as she tracks down the
airport stranger who helped her get the book back.
And she said she's going to have the manuscript typed up for safekeeping.
"It seems so funny to think the book is a Christmas miracle," she said. "But it has so much of my life in it."
https://abcnews.go.com/US/grandmother-celebrates-christmas-miracle-stranger-returns-lost-family/story?id=67921572

DSM airport closes out 2019 with record number of nonstop flights
Updated: 6:26 PM CST Dec 31, 2019

DES MOINES, Iowa —
The Des Moines International Airport is offering a record number of nonstop flights across the country.
Kayla Covarna, with the Des Moines International Airport, told KCCI on Tuesday that the airport boasts 23 nonstop flights.
Covarna said the number of direct flights will likely increase in 2020 thanks to a record number of passengers flying from the
airport.
"2020 is going to be a thrilling year for us at the airport," she said.
Travelers flying from Des Moines can book nonstop flights to Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Destin, Detroit,
Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, Nashville, New York City, Orlando, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Punta
Gorda, Salt Lake City, Sarasota, St. Louis, Tampa and Washington, D.C.
"As we've grown, we are seeing a bigger demand," Covarna said. "More people are traveling. We are having record numbers.
We're able to get more of those nonstop flights."
The airport has been lobbying for a San Francisco nonstop flight for years. Covarna said she hopes to see more nonstop flight
announcements from the airport come spring.

https://www.kcci.com/article/dsm-airport-closes-out-2019-with-record-number-of-nonstop-flights/30370699

