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Florida International Air Show » November 1-3. Punta 
Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Feel the 
buzz of these high-flying performers. floridaairshow.com
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

Is that a bird? Is it a plane?
It’s actually a few planes. 

The Thunderbirds are here.
The Florida International 

Air Show is celebrating its 
38th year with some top-notch 
performers. Residents will be 
able to see the show starting 
Friday at the Punta Gorda 
Airport at 28000 Airport Road.

One of  the main acts is the 
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, 
who arrived in Punta Gorda 
at 4 p.m. Thursday. They will 
be performing Saturday and 
Sunday.

Along with flips and flying 
upside-down, these F-16 
fighter jets can travel more 

than twice the speed of  sound, 
or 1,500 mph.

The Thunderbirds arrived 
with a loud boom.

“That’s the sound of  
freedom,” said Alex Kowtun 
from Aviation Daily.

But the weird part? The 
pilots don’t hear it, Kowtun 
said, because the pilots are 
ahead of  the sound.

Though these tricks look 
impressive to civilians, 
Thunderbird officer No. 3, 
Capt. Michael Brewer, said 
these are just maneuvers you 
learn as a fighter pilot.

“I’m just a regular fighter 
pilot,” he said. “There are 
definitely some nerve-
wrecking moments, but the 
basis of  our team is trust.”

Brewer’s love for flying 
stemmed from when he was 9 
years old and got to hang out 
with pilots in the cockpit on 

a commercial flight. He then 
dressed as a fighter pilot for 
Halloween in college, and after 

Thunderbirds ready to soar
Air Show performances 

start Friday night

SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

Capt. Michael Brewer is the right wing pilot for the 
Thunderbirds.

SEE AIR, 4C
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graduation flew as a flight 
instructor, cargo pilot and 
airline pilot.

He joined the U.S. Air Force 
in 2010, logging 5,000 total 
flight hours, 315 of  those in 
combat over Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Syria.

When he flies, he feels a 
heightened sense of  awareness. 
Especially sitting in the jet’s 

bubble canopy, “you feel 
like you’re sitting on top of  
everything ... It’s like they’re 
strapping the jet onto you.”

Thunderbird officers serve 
two years on the team. This is 
Brewer’s first. After his tour is 
up, he hopes to stay in military 
aviation and inspire youth.

This is the Thunderbirds’ 
second-to-last show for the 
year before heading back home 
to Nevada.

The Florida International 
Air Show starts Friday and 

goes until Sunday.
General admission tickets 

for adults are $15 if  bought 
in advance and $20 the day of  
the show. General admission 
tickets for children ages 3 to 12 
are $5. One day parking is $10.

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit www.
FloridaAirShow.com.

Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Performance Schedule
FRIDAY, NOV. 1

Gates open at 4:30 p.m., 

performances from 5:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
•  Opening Ceremonies

6 to  8:30 p.m.
•  SOCOM Para-Commandos 

Flag Jump

•  National anthem

•  Scott Farnsworth and the Dash

L39

•  Redline Airshows

•  Matt Younkin and the Twin 

Beech 18

•  Jerry McCart and the Ford 650

Jet Truck

•  Socom Para-Commandos

•  Grand Finale including

Fireworks Display

SATURDAY, NOV. 2 & SUNDAY, 

NOV. 3

Gates open at 9 a.m., 

performances from 12 p.m. to 

3:30 p.m.

11:30 a.m.
•  Opening Ceremonies

•  Welcome by Airport 

Commissioner

•  Introduction of Dr. Joe 

Majorrie, Honorary Chairman

Noon to 3:30 p.m.
•  SOCOM Para-Commandos 

Flag Jump

•  National anthem

•  Redline Airshows

•  Jerry McCart and the Ford 650

Jet Truck

•  Scott Farnsworth and the Dash

L39 Jet

•  Greg Koontz and the Alabama

Boys

•  Jim Peitz Beechcraft Bonanza

•  Matt Younkin and the Twin 

Beech 18

•  SOCOM Para-COmmandos

•  Patty Wagstaff

•  Geico Skytypers

•  USAF Thunderbirds Ground 

Ceremony

•  USAF Thunderbirds

SOURCE: WWW.FLORIDAAIRSHOW.COM

SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

The Thunderbirds arrived in Punta Gorda Thursday afternoon for their performances this 
weekend at the Florida International Air Show.



 
 
‘A piece of aviation history’ comes to Punta Gorda 
 
By Carlos R. Munoz, Staff Writer Posted Nov 1, 2019 at 10:11 PM 
 
PUNTA GORDA — Chris “CT” Thomas learned what it took to become a combat pilot from his father, a Naval aviator, when he 
was a teenager. 
 
Now the Geico Skytyping Air Show Team member, who has more than 18,000 hours of flight time since he got his private pilot’s 
license at the age of 17, is one of two civilian pilots performing around the country in a World War II-era T6 Texan. 
 
He will fly the powerfully built warbird at the 38th Florida International Air Show during performances beginning at noon on 
Saturday and Sunday at the Punta Gorda Airport. Gates open at 9 a.m. from $5 for children to $35 visitors over age 13. 
 
Performers include the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, Redline Airshows, the Jerry McCart jet truck, Greg Koontz and the Alabama 
Boys, the Dash Jet, Jim Peitz and the Beechcraft Bonanza, Matt Younkin and the Twin Beech 18, the Special Operations 
Command Para-Commandos, and Patty Wagstaff. 
 
The T6 Texan was one of more than 15,000 built after 1935 and different versions of the aircraft were used to train thousands of 
pilots across 34 different countries. Navy and Army Air Corps used the trainer until the Korean War. 
 
While American pilots trained in the 5,500-pound two-seat Texan — with its 600-horsepower Pratt and Whitney radial engine — 
some developing countries used it as a fighter-bomber. The Pakistan Air Force used T6Gs in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 and 
the South African Air Force used the plane as a basic trainer until 1995. 
 
Hundreds of Texans continue to fly worldwide and are worth close to $150,000 each, according to the aeronautic website 
FlyingMag.com. 
 
The Geico Skytyping Team — whose aerial advertisements are flown beaches, sporting events and at over a dozen air shows 
yearly — is flying during performances Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Thomas said some of the maneuvers he will perform are the same ones military pilots have used for close to a century of warfare. 
The crowded formations can be as close as four-feet apart. 
 
“Flying with a team is part of a childhood dream,” said Thomas, a third-generation pilot. “My father was my flight instructor when 
I was learning how to fly, and I’m very fortunate to climb into these airplanes every day and tell the story that was part of our 
nation’s history.” 
 
The Geico Skytyper’s vintage planes will fly over a historic gunnery field that was once used to combat pilots, according to 
Thomas. 
 
The field at the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) was formerly the Punta Gorda Army Air Field from 1942 until WWII ended in 1945. 
Close proximity to water, flat land and wide open skies made it the perfect training ground for military pilots, according the 
Charlotte County History Services. 
 
Florida was the home to over 40 military airfields, most notably Eglin Field in the Florida Panhandle that was used to secretly train 
the pilots who flew the Doolittle Tokyo Raid, a daring U.S. attack on Japan during World War II. 
 
“Every time I climb into the plane, strap my life jacket and a parachute, I’m aware that I’m flying a piece of aviation history,” said 
Thomas, who wore a blue jumpsuit. “The noise, the smell, the sensation; it’s great to be flying four feet from somebody. The way 
we plan and attempt execution is perfection.” 
 
The old machines are restored to their originally specifications. However, they are outfitted with modern-day guidance systems, 
radios, Bluetooth and proprietary software on a tablet that is used to spell out the billowing messages spewed from the plane. 
 
This weekend’s low-level flying demonstration will include an 18-minute demonstration, says Thomas, which will highlight the 
maneuvers and tactics you’d see used in World War II. 
 



         
 

         



 
 
50,000 expected at Punta Gorda airport for Florida International Air Show 
 
The 2019 Florida International Air Show is expecting a record crowd of up to 50,000 at the 
Punta Gorda Airport this weekend. 
 
Friday, November 1st 2019, 7:26 AM EDT 
 

 
 
The 2019 Florida International Air Show is expecting a record crowd of up to 50,000 at the Punta Gorda Airport this 
weekend. 
 
The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds are performing on Saturday and Sunday with 45 minutes of maneuvers at up to 1500 miles 
per hour at up to 50,000 feet. 
 
More in the Morning's Kristen Clarke is getting you ready for take-off. 
 
 
https://www.abc-7.com/story/41259100/50000-expected-at-punta-gorda-airport-for-florida-international-air-show 
 

https://www.abc-7.com/story/41259100/50000-expected-at-punta-gorda-airport-for-florida-international-air-show


 

Thunderbirds arrive in Punta Gorda for air show this weekend 
 
Posted: 10:54 AM, Nov 01, 2019 By: WFTX Digital Team 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. -- The Thunderbirds will be flying high in the sky over Southwest Florida this weekend at the 
Florida International Air Show ! 
 
The lead pilot for the United States Air Force Thunderbirds say they always arrive at least a day in advance to practice 
and prepare to make sure everyone flies smoothly. 
 
"It’s important for us to see the elevation profile, see if there’s any obstacles to make the show site more challenging,” 
says Maj. Matt Kimmel. 
 
If you want to be a Thunderbird pilot, it takes a lot of practice and skill. Even then, you can only get to be in the squad 
for two years. 
 
The lead pilot says he's logged more than 2100 flying hours, and that flying these F-16's is a dream come true. 
 
“I first wanted to do aviation as a kid. I went to air shows as a kid. I grew up in California, we had our Travis Air Show 
at the Travis Air Force Base, and seeing that inspired me. I saw the Thunderbirds there and thought ‘man, that’s pretty 
cool.’ And for me, September 11th was a defining moment in my life to say ‘I want to go fly for the military and do 
combat aviation.’ I didn’t plan on being a Thunderbird; I wanted to be an instructor pilot in the F-16. I was able to do 
that. Then after doing that for about five years, I said ‘hey, I want to move on and see if I can fly these jets.” 
 
The Thunderbirds will perform Saturday and Sunday to close out the air show each day. 
 
The gates at the Punta Gorda Airport open at 4:30 p.m. Friday for the opening ceremonies at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Saturday and Sunday, gates open at 9 a.m. with opening ceremonies at 11:30 a.m. The show ends at approximately 4 
p.m. 
 
Fox 4 will be there, so be sure to stop by our tent and say hi! 
 
 
https://www.fox4now.com/tasteseeswfl/thunderbirds-arrive-in-punta-gorda-for-air-show-this-weekend 

 

https://www.fox4now.com/tasteseeswfl/thunderbirds-arrive-in-punta-gorda-for-air-show-this-weekend


TODAY
Florida International Air Show:
The popular show returns with
more flight demonstrations and
antique military aircraft. Headlin-
ers this year include the USAF
Thunderbirds and The GEICO
Skytypers Air Show Team. 4:30-9
p.m. today, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday. $15-$20 ($5
for ages 3-12, free for 2 and
younger). Punta Gorda Airport,
28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda.
833-743-3427 or
floridaairshow.com
“October House”: Ghostbird
Theater Company performs four
short works from the “Theatre of
Cruelty and Absurdist Theatre” —
just in time for Halloween. The
short plays will run in a loop in
four different rooms: Antonin
Artaud’s “Jet of Blood” and Beck-
ett’s “Rockaby,” “Not I” and
“Breath.” The adult-themed plays
are each one to 15 minutes long.
Through Nov. 9. 7:30 p.m. The
Langford-Kingston Home, 2500
First St., downtown Fort Myers.
ghostbirdtheatrecompany.org
Sebastian Bach: The former Skid
Row frontman performs his old
band’s self-titled debut album in
its entirety. 9 p.m. $36. The Ranch
Concert Hall & Saloon, 2158 Colo-
nial Blvd., Fort Myers. 985-9839
or theranchfortmyers.com
Hobie 16 World Championship:
About 500 of the world’s top

sailors compete in the annual
event, which comes to the United
States for the first time in 35
years. They’ll sail on Hobie’s sig-
nature 16-foot catamaran sail-
boats for the 16-day event. Today
through Nov. 16. $20 parking fee
to park on resort grounds. Sunset
Beach at South Seas Island Re-
sort, 5400 Plantation Road. Capti-
va Island. fortmyers-sanibel.com/
hobie
“The Fox on the Fairway”: Ken
Ludwig — the playwright behind
“Lend Me a Tenor” and “Moon
Over Buffalo” — skewers the
country-club crowd in this pop-
ular farce. At Quail Valley Country
Club, manager Henry Bingham is
about to take on rival Dickie Bell
in the annual interclub golf cham-
pionship. Things get more com-
plicated when Bingham makes a
bet that involves his wife’s be-
loved antiques shop. Today
through Nov. 20. $49-$55. Florida
Repertory Theatre, 2268 Bay St.,
downtown Fort Myers. 332-4488
or floridarep.org
Photojournalism exhibit: “A Mo-
ment in Time” features work from
local photojournalists, including
Amanda Inscore Whittamore and
Andrew West of The News-Press.
6-10 p.m. reception in the sec-
ond-story Capital Gallery during
Art Walk. Continues through Nov.
25. $1. Sidney & Berne Davis Art
Center, 2301 First St., downtown

18 ❚ FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019 ❚ THE NEWS-PRESS GULF COASTING

The GEICO Skytypers Air Show Team is a flight squadron of six vintage
World War II aircraft that performs precise flight maneuvers. They’ll
appear this weekend at the Florida International Air Show. CHRIS PARYPA

Future funcast
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

The air show is here, with 
dozens of  planes zipping 
through Charlotte County 
skies.

The Florida International 
Air Show starts at 9 a.m. both 
today and Sunday at the Punta 
Gorda Airport, 2800 Airport 
Road in Punta Gorda.

With the Air Show already 
underway, here’s what you 
need to know before heading 
out this weekend:

1. GET THERE EARLY
“We have sold thousands

of  tickets over the past 
months,” said Steve Lineberry, 
the marketing and media 
spokesperson for the air show.

Those who arrive early can 
enjoy over 30 static display 
airplanes, which remain 
parked for display, and talk to 
the pilots.

The parking lots open at 
8 a.m. and gates open at 9 a.m.

Parking is $10. If  you want 
to pay in-person, they will 
only accept cash. Preferred 
parking is $35 and can only be 
purchased online.

Parking is not included in 
ticket purchases.

2. THE THUNDERBIRDS HAVE 
ARRIVED

The Thunderbirds zipped in 
Thursday afternoon to Punta 
Gorda Airport.

Today and tomorrow’s 
performances will include 
eight F-16 fighter jets 
soaring, flipping and gliding 
upside down through Punta 
Gorda’s airspace.

Thunderbird performances 
each day will start with 
a ceremony that starts at 
around 2:30 p.m., and their 
fleet will fly from 3 p.m. to 
4 p.m., Lineberry said.

“We’re looking forward 
to having one of  the best 
air shows in Southwest 
Florida in a long, long time,” 
Lineberry said.

3. TICKET INFORMATION
If  bought online, general

admission tickets for adults 
are $30 and $5 for children.

If  bought at the gate, 
general admission for adults is 
$35 and $5 for children.

Children have to be between 
the ages of  3 and 12.

Non-smoking reserved 

seating will be $55 for adults 
and $10 for children if  bought 
in advance. If  bought the day 
of  the show, adult ticket prices 
increase to $65 and stay at $10 
for children.

Smoking reserved seating 
prices online are $55 and will 
be $65 the day of  the show.

Reserved seating 
tickets include shade and 

non-assigned seating. Limited 
seating will be available.

Families can also purchase 
a Family 4-Pack eligible for 
either Saturday or Sunday. 
This includes two adult and 
two child tickets. If  bought 
online, the pack is $45, and if  
bought on the day of  the show 
the price goes up to $50.

All ticket purchases will 

also be charged tax and fees. 
Parking is not included with 
these tickets.

Active military and veterans 
can get tickets for $20. These 
cannot be purchased online 
and a valid ID is required at 
the time of  purchase.

Helicopter rides will also be 
available for purchase. 

What you need to know  
before going to the Airshow

It’s underway today and Sunday in Punta Gorda

Air Show Schedule
TODAY AND SUNDAY

Gates open at 9 a.m., 

performances from 12 p.m. to 

4 p.m.

11:30 a.m.
•  Opening Ceremonies

•  Welcome by Airport 

Commissioner

•  Introduction of Dr. Joe

Majorrie, Honorary Chairman

Noon to 4 p.m.
•  SOCOM Para-Commandos 

Flag Jump

•  National anthem

•  Redline Airshows

•  Jerry McCart and the Ford 650

Jet Truck

•  Scott Farnsworth and the Dash

L39 Jet

•  Greg Koontz and the Alabama

Boys

•  Jim Peitz Beechcraft Bonanza

•  Matt Younkin and the Twin

Beech 18

•  SOCOM Para-COmmandos

•  Patty Wagstaff

•  Geico Skytypers

•  USAF Thunderbirds Ground 

Ceremony

•  USAF Thunderbirds

SOURCE: WWW.FLORIDAAIRSHOW.COM

SEE SHOW, 4C

SUN PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

The Geico Skytypers practice Friday morning at Punta Gorda Airport in preparation for their 
weekend performances at the Florida International Air Show that started Friday night. 
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Tickets are $45 per person 
and available online or at the 
show. Up to four people can go 
on a flight.

To purchase tickets online, 
visit www.FloridaAirShow.
com.

OTHER REMINDERS
• Performances go from noon

to 4 p.m.
• Pack sunscreen and event

chairs. Chairs will also be
available for rent at the event
if  you don’t want to carry
your own. There is limited
availability.

• Outside food, alcoholic
beverages, carry-in
packages, coolers, large
beach umbrellas and pets
are not permitted (excluding
certified service animals.)

• Smoking is not allowed
inside the gates, except in the
smoking area.

• Drones are not permitted.
• Consider bringing ear

protection (ear plugs or
silencing ear muffs) to stay
comfortable and enjoy the
show.

• Parking is available for
guests with “disabled
parking” permits. Disabled
parking is close to the main
gate at the south end of
Challenger Boulevard

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com

SUN PHOTO BY TOM O’NEILL

The USAF Thunderbirds perform a practice demonstration 
Friday at Punta Gorda Airport in preparation for The Florida 
International Air Show this weekend, which opened Friday night 
to the public.

SHOW
FROM PAGE 1C



 
 

 
 
Reporter: Breana Ross 
Writer: Jack Lowenstein 
Published:   November 2, 2019 7:12 PM EST 
 
Florida International Air Show underway at Punta Gorda Airport 

Up above, planes roared through the sky over Punta Gorda this weekend. It’s all part of the Florida International Air 
Show. 
 
Pilots put on a show during the 38th annual Florida International Air Show at Punta Gorda Airport Saturday. 
 
“These maneuvers were taught to World War II and Korean War pilots,” said Jim Record, the Geico Skytappers 
advance pilot. “And they’re actually taught now in current military training.” 
 
Thousands of airplane lovers from all over the state visited the Punta Gorda Airport to watch the aircrafts soar overhead, 
featuring performance teams such as Geico Skytappers and the U.S.A.F. Thunderbirds. 
 
Pilots like Record love to show off the planes at the air show. 
 
“It’s good that the people come out and see what airplanes can do,” Record said. 
 
Along with the flips and tricks, the air show serves as inspiration for the next generation to continue flying. 
 
“My grandparents surprised me with tickets to come because I do in the future hope to be in the Air Force and 
eventually become a pilot,” spectator Lillian McGowan said. 
 
Being a role model to future pilots is something pilots such as Record take seriously. He said it’s become harder for kids 
to get exposure to flying. 
 
“See, the only way the new generation has a chance to work with airplanes or see them or talk to pilots is to come to an 
air show,” Record said. “And that why it’s really important for us to be here.” 
 
Record and other pilots continue to perform at air shows and leave positive impressions on future pilots. The last day for 
the Florida International Air Show is Sunday. Visit the air show website for more information. 
 
“Just to talk one-on-one with them and see their experience and to like talk to them about what I want to do,” McGowan 
said. 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/02/florida-international-air-show-underway-at-punta-gorda-airport/ 
 
 

https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://geicoskytypers.com/
http://afthunderbirds.com/site/
https://www.floridaairshow.com/
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/02/florida-international-air-show-underway-at-punta-gorda-airport/
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Local
‘SKYTYPING’ OVER PUNTA GORDA 

Members of the Geico Skytypers fly North American SNJ-2 aircraft over Punta Gorda on

Thursday. The Geico Skytypers will be among the performers at the Florida International Air

Show, which runs through Sunday at the Punta Gorda Airport. Also performing will be the U.S. Air

Force Thunderbirds. For more information, visit the Florida International Air Show’s website, or

call 1-833-PGD-FIAS. JON AUSTRIA/USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

M ateo Alvarez, 4, saw some of  his 
heroes in action Saturday.

Mateo wants to be a pilot. And as 
he posed in front of  display of  fighter jets and 
helicopters with his brother, 6-year-old Marc 
Alvarez, dozens of  planes zipped and darted 
across the sky. Mateo would then signal a 
thumbs up from the co-pilot’s seat in a US 
Army Black Hawk helicopter.

This weekend is the Florida International 
Air Show, where 12 performers took to the 
skies to show off their skills.

More than 35,000 visitors came to the show 

Saturday, according to estimates from the Charlotte 
County Sheriff’s Office, making it the most attended 
show in the air show’s 39 years.

“There’s a lot of  happy people here,” said Dana 
Carr, president of  the FIAS board of  directors. A lot of  
that attendance he attributes to the weekend perfor-
mances from the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, which 
last performed in Punta Gorda in 2014.

“It’s about as perfect as it can get,” Carr said.
Before the Thunderbirds performed, Punta Gorda’s 

Cindy Chandler brought her kids to support a friend 
getting sworn into the Air Force.

“It’s good for the kids,” said Cape Coral’s Ismaray 
Morales, who brought her 5-year-old son Gian Morales 
to see all the planes. His favorite, though, was “the 
blue one,” he said, pointing to a large airplane.

Meanwhile his friend, Marcel Morejon, 2, had 
never seen something go so fast. His brother, Mason 
Morejon, was proud to see fighter jets that “protect 
our country.”

Part of  what made it a smooth-sailing event, though, 
was preparation from attendees.

Steve Lineberry, marketing and media director for 
the air show, strongly encourages those wanting a 
seamless experience today to purchase tickets ahead 
of  time online and to arrive early—gates open at 
9 a.m., performances begin at noon.

For more information on the Florida International 
Air Show, visit www.FloridaAirShow.com. 

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.com

Air Show brings 35K+ attendees 

to Punta Gorda Airport to see 

Thunderbirds, today is last day

SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

Since he now has a new baby sister, Liam Thomas, 2, is enjoying 
a day out with his dad, Mark Thomas, in a U.S. Army Black Hawk 
helicopter.

Schedule
Gates open at 9 a.m., performances 

from noon to 4 p.m.

11:30 a.m.

Opening Ceremonies

Welcome by Airport Commissioner

Introduction of Dr. Joe Majorrie, 

Honorary Chairman

Noon — 4 p.m.

SOCOM Para-Commandos Flag Jump

National anthem

Redline Airshows

Jerry McCart and the Ford 650 Jet 

Truck

Scott Farnsworth and the Dash L39 

Jet

Greg Koontz and the Alabama Boys

Jim Peitz Beechcraft Bonanza

Matt Younkin and the Twin Beech 18

SOCOM Para-COmmandos

Patty Wagstaff

Geico Skytypers

USAF Thunderbirds Ground 

Ceremony

USAF Thunderbirds

SOURCE: WWW.FLORIDAAIRSHOW.COM

Look Online!
Visit www.yoursun.com/charlotte to see 

more pictures from this year’s Air Show!
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STAFF REPORT

PUNTA GORDA — An 
estimated 75,000 people came 
into Punta Gorda over the 
weekend to watch the Florida 
International Air Show.

The U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds returned to the 
show this year — where they 
haven’t been since 2014 — and 
that helped draw the crowds to 
Punta Gorda Airport, according 
to the show’s organizers who 
debriefed the Sun about how 
things went.

Here’s what they had to say 
about the biggest crowd in 
recent memory:

DO YOU HAVE THE OVERALL 
NUMBERS FOR ATTENDANCE AND 
HOW THIS YEAR COMPARED TO 
PRIOR YEARS?

The estimated attendance, 
as supplied by the CCSO 

(Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office), was 35,000 both days. 
The total for Friday was 5,000. 
Air Show attendance rises and 
falls when major jet teams are 
on the schedule. This year was 
no different. Throughout the 
years, the number of  attendees, 
without a military jet team, 
hovers around 10,000-15,000 
per day. This year’s attendance 
easily surpassed those num-
bers, based upon the popularity 
of  the USAF Thunderbirds.

‘Huge increase in guest attendance’
Air show’s economic impact expected to exceed last year’s

SEE AIR, 4A

ONLINE
See more shots of the show. 

Visit this story at yoursun.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY AIR SHOW

This photo shot during the Florida International Air Show was 
snapped by Thunderbird #8 of the USAF Thunderbirds during their 
performance this past weekend over the skies of Punta Gorda.
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WAS THIS THE MOST HEAVILY 
ATTENDED SHOW?

Yes, it was one of  the most 
highly attended Air Shows 
in recent memory. It was the 
only air show for the USAF 
Thunderbirds in Florida this 
year and their last of  the 2019 
season.

ARE THERE ANY ESTIMATES FOR 
THE OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT 
FROM THE SHOW FOR THE REGION 
THIS YEAR?

For the past two years, the 
Punta Gorda-Englewood Beach 

Visitor’s Bureau conducts 
county economic impact sur-
veys by a independent company 
of  both the hospitality industry 
and one-on-one surveys at the 
Air Show. These numbers will 
be available in the very near 
future.

The last economic impact 

survey by the Punta Gorda 
Englewood Beach Visitor’s 
Bureau shows a $4 million 
impact on Charlotte County. We 
believe that the impact will be 
easily doubled or tripled due 
to the huge increase in guest 
attendance.

WHAT CAN YOU SHARE ABOUT 
HOW THE SHOW WENT THIS YEAR, 
INCLUDING ANY STUMBLES AND 
GREATEST STRENGTHS?

Many attendees commented 
on the improved parking 
process over previous air 
shows. And while lines may 
have seemed long at the end, 
thousands of  attendees were 
shuttled to their cars as quickly 
as possible, in less than 1½ 
hours.

The ticket prices for the 
Florida International Air Show 
is in the lower one-third of  
all ticket prices for Air Shows 
across the country. Children 
and Active Military Veterans 
are given discounts. While the 
Air Show is not “free” like 

the Military Base Air Shows 
(McDill Air Force Base) that are 
supported by the taxpayer, the 
Florida International Air Show, 
with its premier Air Show 
performers, offers a very good 
value for the money.

The Florida International 
Air Show Board is comprised 
totally of  volunteers. Each has 
a passion to serve and give 
back to the community. It takes 
hundreds of  hours to plan, 
coordinate and execute the 
thousands of  details that need 
to be completed successfully to 
ensure a successful Air Show. 
The over 700 volunteers work 
diligently for three days to 
make those plans a reality.

AIR
FROM PAGE 1A

“We travel all over the world and in the 
United States. The Florida International 
Air Show is very well run and executed. 

We enjoyed our visit here!” 
Thunderbird #1, Commander John Caldwell
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By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE — The 
superintendent of  Charlotte 
County Public Schools provided 
a detailed breakdown of  where 
referendum dollars have been 
spent so far.

At last month’s Independent 
Referendum Oversight 
Committee meeting, the 12 mem-
bers tasked with monitoring the 
spending of  referendum money 
asked for more information.

The district has estimated 
it will receive $18.8 million 
toward its operating budget as 
a result of  the voter-approved 
referendum. The referendum 
was passed last November, 
and would cost taxpayers an 
additional $1 for every $1,000 of  

assessed value of  a homeowner’s 
property.

Committee member Geri 
Waksler had said if  a member of  
the community asked her what 
the money was being spent on, 
she wanted to be able to provide 
examples.

At the meeting, 
Superintendent Steve Dionisio 
provided a general overview: 
The district has spent $1,763,060 
at this point. Dionisio asked for 
a week to provide committee 
members with specifics, so he 
could reach out to each depart-
ment for what was purchased.

He said with the committee 
being new to him, he didn’t 
know what they would expect or 
request.

Friday, Dionisio sent members 
of  the committee the breakdown 
he had promised.

Looking at the breakdown, 
Waksler said she was surprised 
to see that the majority of  

the money that went to the 
band was spent on instrument 
repairs. This showed her that 
prior to the passage of  the ref-
erendum, the district had really 
cut its budget to trim any excess, 
so the majority was spent on 
operating costs.

“I never doubted the school 
district was spending the money 
properly,” Waksler said, “I just 
wanted specific examples, so you 
can really see the impact the 
money is having.”

The district has not yet 
received any money from the 
referendum, so spending has 
been limited. Money had to be 
borrowed, so the district could 
begin implementing certain 
programs at the beginning of  
the school year.

Here’s where the dollars have 
been spent so far...

ART AND MUSIC PROGRAMS: 
$43,825 SPENT 

Charlotte High School: Art; 
paper, paints and supplies. Band; 
instrument repairs, uniforms, 
and new instruments. Chorus; 
black choral folders, vinyl gar-
ment bags for uniforms. Drama; 
shop tools for set building.

Lemon Bay High School: Art; 
acrylic paints, wheat paste, 
4,000-pound clay, tools, spray 
gun with compressor, tapes, 
colored pencils, wires, papers 
and sculpture supplies. Band; 
instrument repair, new instru-
ments, supplies, music. Drama; 
camera and accessories.

Port Charlotte High School: Art; 
paper, clay, tools and supplies. 
Band; instrument repair, new 
instruments, and music.

L.A. Ainger Middle School: Art;
paper, colored markers, pencils, 
and clay. Band; repair and 

How your school referendum 
money is being spent

Most goes so far to 

salaries, benefits

SEE MONEY, 4C
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maintenance, accessories, and 
new lockers.

Murdock Middle School: Art; 
paper, colored pencils, water-
colors, and markers. Band; 
instrument repairs.

Port Charlotte Middle School: 
Art; paper and supplies. Band; 
repair and supplies for repair 
of  instruments. Chorus; music 
and supplies.

Punta Gorda Middle School: 
Art; lights. Band; instruments, 
repair, and music. Chorus; art 
supplies, paint, and paper.

East Elementary School: Art; 
metallic markers, metallic 
crayons, and colored pencils. 
Music; percussion instruments 
and music.

Deep Creek Elementary School: 
Art; water colors and paper. 
Music; repairs on instruments, 
violin equipment, and ukuleles.

Kingsway Elementary School: 
Art; oil pastel, watercolors, 
and paper, music. Repairs on 
instruments, music, equipment, 
and new instruments.

Liberty Elementary School: Art; 

paper and markers. Music; 
repairs on instruments, 
music, equipment, and new 
instruments.

Meadow Park Elementary School: 
Art; paper and supplies. Music; 
portable speaker and mics.

Myakka River Elementary School: 
Art; oil pastel, paper, clay, 
and glazes. Music; strings for 
repairs, percussion repair, new 
instruments and music.

Neil Armstrong Elementary 
School: Art; paper, tape, mark-
ers, and watercolors, music 
— repairs on instruments, 
music, equipment, and new 
instruments.

Peace River Elementary School: 
Art; loom, weaving, and paper 
supplies. Music; instrument 
repairs, instruments and 
supplies.

Sallie Jones Elementary School: 
Art; paper, colored pencils, and 
watercolors. Music; repairs on 
instruments, music, equipment, 
and new instruments.

Vineland Elementary School: Art; 
paper, clay, colored pencils, 
and glazes. Music; repairs on 
instruments, music, equipment, 
and new instruments.

Charlotte Harbor Center: Art; 

large crayons, paper, large 
markers, and colored pencils.

Children’s Theater: Asolo’s 
Romeo and Juliet for all 7 sec-
ondary schools, Performance 
of  Junie B. Jones for all 10 ele-
mentary schools and Charlotte 
Harbor Center, Sarasota Opera 
for chorus, Sarasota Ballet for 
second grade, performance of  
Tomas and the Library Lady for 
all 10 elementary schools and 
Charlotte Harbor Center.

ATHLETICS: $13,937 SPENT
Pay-to-participate removed 

from high school athletics, com-
pletely funds transportation of  
athletes to games

PARAPROFESSIONALS: 
$46,393 SPENT

15 paraprofessionals added at 
the elementary level

SAFETY AND SECURITY: $41,540 
SPENT

One security aide added at 
each middle and high school, 
and Charlotte Harbor Center, 
one dean of  students added to 
Punta Gorda Middle School and 
Lemon Bay High School

WORKFORCE: $0 SPENT (SO FAR) 
The plan is to spend an esti-

mated $100,000 for an airframe 
and power plant program at 
Punta Gorda Airport

ESE LIAISONS AND BEHAVIORAL 
SPECIALISTS: $65,316 SPENT

 Five ESE liaisons added to 
the schools, three behavior 
specialists added to the schools

SOCIAL WORKERS AND 
PSYCHOLOGISTS: $55,490 SPENT

Four social workers added to 
the schools, three psychologists 
added to the schools

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
$2,846 SPENT

Critical concepts/standards 
training, support personnel 
professional development, 
literacy and math professional 
development

ACADEMIC COACHES: $25,906 
SPENT 

Three literacy coaches (one at 
elementary, one at middle, one 
at high school level) and three 
math coaches added (one at 

elementary, one at middle, and 
one at high school level)

DIVISION OF LEARNING 
INITIATIVES: $25,500 SPENT

PSAT funding added, items 
purchased for each elementary 
school for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) program; set of  18 
iPads, LulzBot Mini 2.0 3D 
printer, 12 Spheros Robots, 
items identified by STEM teach-
ers for purchase to enhance 
implementation of  purchased 
gear with remaining referen-
dum STEM funds

COMPETITIVE SALARY AND 
BENEFITS: $1,442,309 SPENT

“Salaries ... of  the school 
system who are considered to 
be in positions of  a permanent 
nature,” CCPS documents state.

For more information about 
the oversight committee and 
spending visit: yourcharlotte-
schools.net/Page/24073

Email: Brianna.Kwasnik@
yoursun.com

MONEY
FROM PAGE 1C
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By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Nothing 
like training with the real 
thing.

Charlotte County school 
board authorities vote next 
week on whether to accept 
the donation of  an airplane 
for the district’s Airframe 

and Powerplant Mechanics 
program.

The Bellanca Viking was 
donated to Charlotte Technical 
College and the district by 
Mike Zurbrigen, a business 
owner. He and his brother are 
pilots with three planes. When 
the pair learned the airframe 
and powerplant program was 
landing with Charlotte County, 

they thought the Viking would 
be a perfect fit for students 
learning a new trade. Entry-
level pay in the field can run 
up to $20 an hour.

The Bellanca has retractable 
landing gear—most aircraft 
have fixed wheels, Zurbrigen 
said. And the Bellanca Viking 

Charlotte County schools may get a plane
If accepted, it’s for the Airframe and Powerplant program

PHOTO PROVIDED

Charlotte County school board authorities will vote whether to 
accept the donation of this Bellanca Viking aircraft.SEE PLANE, 4C
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has a complex and powerful en-
gine with over 200 horsepower, 
both nice for advanced training 
in hydraulics and mechanics.

But per district policy, the 
school board is required to hold 
a vote on whether to accept any 
donation that values $750 or 
more. No price was given on the 
Viking. But used planes in its 
class that run can cost $25,000 

and up.
The board’s vote is at the Nov. 

12 meeting at 5:30 p.m. in the dis-
trict office, 1445 Education Way, 
Port Charlotte. The meeting is 
open to the public.

The school board is still 
negotiating terms of  a lease with 
the Punta Gorda Airport. Once 
signed, they will need to receive 
approval from the Federal 
Aviation Administration, or 
FAA, before the program can 
begin.

Superintendent of  Charlotte 

County Public Schools Steve 
Dionisio said the lease should be 
finalized soon.

And the district has hired 
a program manager to help 
navigate the FAA program 
certification process.

The school board is working 
with airport authorities to find a 
place to store the plane until the 
lease is signed.

Kaley Miller, marketing and 
communications manager for 
the airport, said, “I under-
stand we are close to signing 

a lease with the school board. 
Our attorneys are working 
together to finalize it — so I 
am hopeful it will be on our 
Nov. 21 Airport Authority board 
meeting to accept.”

That next Airport Authority 
meeting will be at 9 a.m. Nov. 21. 
Meetings are in the Airport 
Authority board room, 7375 
Utilities Road, Building 313, 
Punta Gorda.

Email: brianna.kwasnik@
yoursun.com

PLANE
FROM PAGE 1C
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From: Gulfshore Business Magazine <newsletters@gulfshorelife.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2019 5:24 AM 
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TODAY'S NEWS 
 
 
TSA PRE-CHECK MOBILE ENROLLMENT TO RETURN TO PGD 

The TSA Pre✓ Mobile RV will return to the Punta Gorda Airport for TSA Pre✓ Mobile Enrollment RV onsite events. The 
events will be held from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. from Dec. 9-19, and 9 a.m. to noon on Dec. 20 at 28000 
Airport Rd in Punta Gorda. Look for the TSA Precheck RV in the short-term parking lot across from the Skyview Café & 
Bailey Terminal. The TSA Precheck RV is equipped with steps and is not wheelchair accessible. If needed, please check 
the TSA’s website to determine the nearest permanent location that is ADA compliant. Register for an appointment 
at https://www.identogo.com/rv. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorelife.com
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=83XLCszbrF74gPKebTwfY0pm3Tc-2FnbYnjsbdEZSTV2R52fCcmtn9YsPL3614JATe_z3WcLeNXQx2Hv4NzD92H2y-2Fpq-2Bthj2jDD3eEiaw5t132Bdwia9ceM-2BxskWTd0DpofS0HasHRsmCAKcpU4QHISg-2BGgQj2uQE19kyjY5cvSP6AOXRwqj-2Bhu6yKteeTf-2BZEKzbw-2BGmoVJaakJ0N-2BK5mRiDQeb-2BfmibrHvNfqt6X2JT5sujSMta-2BVE87TSUF3BPT0E5VRkwji0vmzPvpQHuFVNsjIdCCJNNu1xDvFWkoEGcoWngpKycyqxCVNuLqIlfSsHtaxkL-2BmyXhLxgk6Ui2CjkO8BoMkviLcv8v7aYNdtoF5o9WijNnBuIFXDWds6HrzVOqG-2FRvnI-2BydFUlkrJfZfGQTcSFKcIX-2BPqUtTfmaPqryhVsXVfxtwzXlh2v-2FKxq4CSJEkAmUUOhiPxdDg3MP4BEsqN-2BkC50HWeG6DSrgdRaVpgaHlDcUXAyh-2FmVc1i4


 
 

 
Allegiant announces nonstop flights to Punta Gorda starting at $65 
 
Starting on Feb. 13, 2020, travelers can fly one-way from Richmond International Airport to Punta 
Gorda Airport on Allegiant from $65. 
 
Tuesday, November 12th 2019, 4:58 AM EST by Taylor Crehan 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. - Allegiant Airlines is now offering nonstop flights from Richmond, Virginia to Punta Gorda 
starting at $65.  
 
Starting on Feb. 13, 2020, travelers can fly one-way from Richmond International Airport to Punta Gorda Airport on 
Allegiant from $65, according to a press release.  
 
“We are excited to announce that our service to the Punta Gorda Airport continues to expand to yet another city,” said 
Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. “We know this route will be highly sought after by 
travelers looking for a warm winter getaway.” 
 
The new seasonal flights will happen twice a week and will bring an estimated 15,000 additional tourists to Charlotte 
County, according to a press release. 
 
With this new route included, Allegiant will now serve 47 cities from Punta Gorda Airport.  
 
“Our community looks forward to inviting new visitors from Richmond to experience Punta Gorda and Englewood 
Beach," PGA CEO James W. Parish said. 
 
 
https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41306091/allegiant-announces-nonstop-flights-to-punta-gorda-starting-at-dollar65 

https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41306091/allegiant-announces-nonstop-flights-to-punta-gorda-starting-at-dollar65


 
 

New, nonstop flights from Punta Gorda to Richmond, Va. Announced 
 
Writer: Briana Harvath Published: November 12, 2019 10:38 AM EST 

 

 
 
Allegiant Airlines has announced a new, nonstop route from Punta Gorda to Virginia. 
 
The service will begin Feb. 13, 2020 traveling to and from Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) to and from Richmond, Virginia 
via the Richmond International Airport (RIC.) 
 
To celebrate the addition, Allegiant will be offering one-way fares on the new route starting as low as $65. 
 
“We are excited to announce that our service to the Punta Gorda Airport continues to expand to yet another city,” said 
Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. “We know this route will be highly sought after by 
travelers looking for a warm winter getaway.” 
 
The seasonal flights will operate twice weekly and bring an additional 15,000 travelers to Charlotte County. 
 
“We’re delighted that Allegiant is adding the history-rich capital of Virginia to PGD’s growing list of destinations,” said 
Punta Gorda Airport CEO James W. Parish. “Our community looks forward to inviting new visitors from Richmond to 
experience Punta Gorda and Englewood Beach.” 
 
For more information about the one-way fare special, click here. 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/12/new-nonstop-flights-from-punta-gorda-to-richmond-va-announced/ 
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Allegiant adds new flights at Sarasota-Bradenton and Punta Gorda airports 
 
By Laura Finaldi Staff Writer Posted Nov 12, 2019 at 12:20 PM 
 

 
 
The discount airline on Tuesday announced nonstop service between Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport and Allentown, Pennsylvania, as well as service between Punta Gorda Airport and Richmond, 
Virginia. 
 
Nonstop service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Allentown, Pennsylvania begins in February, the latest in a series of direct 
flights to the Philadelphia/New Jersey area from the local airport. 
 
The twice-weekly seasonal flights on Allegiant Air to Lehigh Valley International Airport are scheduled to begin Feb. 13. At 
takeoff, it’ll be the 21st route Allegiant offers at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. 
 
The airline also announced nonstop seasonal service between Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County and Richmond 
International Airport in Richmond, Virginia, also beginning Feb. 13 and running twice a week. For both the Richmond and 
Allentown flights, Allegiant is offering introductory fares of as low as $65. 
 
Richmond will be the second Virginia destination for Punta Gorda Airport, which currently offers service to Norfolk via Allegiant. 
The flight is expected to bring an additional 15,000 travelers to Charlotte County, according to the airport. 
 
“We have at least 1,600 property owners in Charlotte County that have a mailing address in Virginia — a second property,” airport 
marketing and communications manager Kaley Miller said. “Now we have Norfolk and Richmond, which is great for us.” 
 
At Sarasota-Bradenton, the Allentown flight will join existing flights to Philadelphia on Frontier Airlines and American Airlines, a 
flight to Harrisburg via Allegiant, a flight to Trenton, New Jersey, on Frontier and a flight to Newark, New Jersey, on United 
Airlines. 
 
Allegiant launched at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in April 2018 with three destinations. Rick Piccolo, the airport’s 
president and CEO, said that the airline saw an opportunity with the Allentown area, which is about 60 miles from Philadelphia 
and 90 miles from New York City. 
 
“American and Frontier added Philadelphia over the last year, and that’s been a very strong performing city. A couple of years ago 
it was our number one bleed market,” Piccolo said. “There’s a high demand in that greater area, and I think Allegiant saw an 
opportunity.” 
 
The demographics of an Allentown traveler are similar to people from Philadelphia, said Elliott Falcione, executive director of the 
Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau — and those demographics are right in line with the travelers typically targeted 
by the Manatee County visitors bureau. 
 
“It’s showing there’s a lot of population there that appeals to a destination like ours. There’s nothing better than to fly from one 
convenient airport to our country club airport in Sarasota-Bradenton,” Falcione said. 
 
Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said that there’s already a solid knowledge of the Sarasota area in greater 
Philadelphia because of the county’s partnership with the Baltimore Orioles. The baseball team recently celebrated its 10th spring 
training season at Sarasota’s Ed Smith Stadium. 
 
Visit Sarasota County gets $1 million a year from the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network to advertise the area as a beach destination 
throughout the year. 
 



“When we do events with the O’s, it always amazes me how many people are from Pennsylvania,” Haley said. 
 
The flight will also be useful for the large Amish and Mennonite communities in Sarasota, she said. 
 
“It’s going to be a very successful flight,” Haley said. 
 
 
https://www.heraldtribune.com/business/20191112/allegiant-adds-new-flights-at-sarasota-bradenton-and-punta-gorda-airports 
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Service from Richmond, Va. to Punta Gorda. will begin in February. 
 
by: Business Observer Staff 
 
PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant, following the Nov. 12 announcement that the low-cost airline leader added new 
service from the Sarasota-Bradenton region to Allentown, Pa., has another new nonstop flight announcement: 
Richmond, Va. to Punta Gorda. 
 
Service from the Virginia capital, via Richmond International Airport, to the Charlotte County airport, under the call 
letters PGD, begins Feb. 13, 2020, according to a statement. 
 
“We are excited to announce that our service to the Punta Gorda Airport continues to expand to yet another city,” 
says Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue, in the statement. “We know this route will be 
highly sought after by travelers looking for a warm winter getaway.” 
 
The new seasonal flights will operate twice weekly and bring an additional 15,000 travelers to Charlotte County, the 
release states. With the addition of this new route, Allegiant will now serve 47 cities from Punta Gorda Airport. 
“We’re delighted that Allegiant is adding the history-rich capital of Virginia to PGD’s growing list of destinations,” 
says Punta Gorda Airport CEO James Parish in the statement. 
 
 
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-lands-another-nonstop-flight-to-region 

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/airline-lands-another-nonstop-flight-to-region
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — What’s 
the worst part of  going through 
security at an airport? Is it 
the long lines, the wait? Is it 
taking off your shoes, or waiting 
behind the people who don’t 
know to take off their shoes?

Well, all the aforementioned 
issues can be a part of  the past, 
thanks to TSA PreCheck.

The TSA PreCheck mobile 
RV will return to the Punta 
Gorda Airport, or PGD, for 
mobile enrollment onsite from 
Monday, Dec. 9 to Thursday, 
Dec. 19. Enrollment will be from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 

with the exception of  9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 20. The 
TSA PreCheck RV will be in the 
short-term parking lot at 28000 
Airport Road in Punta Gorda.

TSA PreCheck is the 
Transportation Security 
Administration’s expedited 
screening program that enables 
identified, low-risk air travelers 
to enjoy a much more relaxed 
screening process.

Approved travelers won’t 
have to remove their shoes, TSA 
compliant liquids, laptops, light 
outerwear or belts.

For December and February, 
passenger traffic is anticipated 
to be 25% more than last year, 
said PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller. “Passengers with TSA 

PreCheck are going to be happy 
they enrolled.”

The Precheck RV came 
earlier this year, where 792 new 
travelers were enrolled. The 
airport decided to work with 
Indentogo to add this two-week 
enrollment in December due to 
growing demand, Miller said. 
She hopes it will visit again in 
Spring of  2020.

To apply, passengers first 
need to pre-enroll online at 
www.identogo.com/precheck. 
Then, they can schedule a 
fingerprinting appointment. 
Here, passengers need to bring 
documentation proving their 
identity and citizenship. A valid 
U.S. passport will count for both 
requirements. To prove your 

identity and citizenship, you can 
also bring your driver’s license 
and birth certificate.

If  you have a name change or 
alias, bring the original docu-
ments to confirm changes.

The process will conclude 
with the passenger giving 
fingerprints for a background 
check.

Applicants will receive a 
written notification of  whether 
they’ve been approved within 
two to three weeks after the 
in-person appointment. You can 
also check your status online at 
www.universalenroll.dhs.gov/
programs/precheck.

Once approved, travelers will 
receive a known traveler num-
ber to use TSA PreCheck lanes 

at select security checkpoints. 
The application fee is $85 for five 
years and can be paid by credit 
card, money order, company 
check or a certified/cashier’s 
check. Cash and personal 
checks are not accepted.

Passengers can only carry 
on a certain amount of  liquids, 
known as the 3-1-1 liquids. This 
means having liquids in a 3.4 
ounce bottle or less in a quart-
sized, clear, plastic bag. Each 
passenger is allowed one bag.

Passengers wishing to apply 
can register for an appointment 
at www.identogo.com/rv. 

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com

Are you tired of waiting in line at the airport?
TSA PreCheck Mobile Enrollment RV coming to Punta Gorda Airport
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — 
There are now even more 
places to go from the 
Punta Gorda Airport.

Allegiant announced 
five new seasonal routes 
Tuesday morning, two to 
Southwest Florida.

One seasonal route 
is from Punta Gorda 
Airport, or PGD, to 
Richmond, Va., via 
Richmond International 
Airport, or RIC.

“We’re delighted that 
Allegiant is adding the 
history rich capital of  
Virginia to PGD’s growing 
list of  destinations,” said 
Punta Gorda Airport 
CEO James Parish. 
“Our community looks 
forward to inviting new 
visitors from Richmond to 

experience Punta Gorda 
and Englewood Beach.”

Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport, or 
SRQ, has a new route to 
Allentown, Pa., via Lehigh 
Valley International 
Airport, or ABE.

Both routes start in 
early February and have 
one-way fares starting at 
$65, Allegiant stated. To 
get the introductory deal, 
flights must be purchased 
by Nov. 13, 2019 for travel 
by Aug. 15, 2020. Seats and 
dates are limited.

The seasonal flights will 
operate twice weekly, with 
the new PGD route bring-
ing an additional 15,000 
travelers to Charlotte 
County. PGD’s route to 
Richmond will operate 
Mondays and Fridays 
starting Feb. 14, and go 
until Monday, Aug. 17, 
according to Allegiant’s 
website.

This is PGD’s 47th 
route, which are all served 
through Allegiant Travel 

Company, according to a 
statement released by the 
airport.

SRQ’s route to 
Allentown will operate 
Sundays and Thursdays, 
starting Feb. 13, and 
switch to Mondays and 
Fridays starting May 15. 
The last date to travel this 
route will be Aug. 17, 2020, 

according to Allegiant’s 
website.

With this route, 
Allegiant will now serve 
21 nonstop destinations 
from SRQ, according to 
Piccolo.

The airport has a 
total of  39 destinations 
served by nine different 
airlines, according to 

SRQ spokesperson Susan 
Reimann.

The three additional 
routes Allegiant an-
nounced Tuesday go to 
Nashville International 
Airport, or BNA, to Des 
Moines, Iowa, via Des 
Moines International 
Airport (DSM); Gulfport, 
Miss., via Gulfport-Biloxi 

International Airport 
(GPT); and Appleton, Wis., 
via Appleton International 
Airport (ATW).

These Nashville routes 
begin as early as Feb. 13 
and one-way fares start 
at $55.

Email: liz.hardaway@
yoursun.com

Punta Gorda, Sarasota airports get new routes
Allegiant adds 

flights to region
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T O D A Y ' S  N E W S  
 
 
A L L E G I A N T  A D D S  N O N S T O P  R O U T E  T O  P U N T A  G O R D A  

Allegiant has announced five new nonstop routes, including one seasonal route to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) from 
Richmond, Virginia, via Richmond International Airport (ATW). The new route begins Feb. 13, 2020 with one-way fares 
starting at $65. The other new routes include three new routes to Nashville and one to Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport. The new nonstop routes will operate twice weekly. Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found at 
Allegiant.com. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorelife.com
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Allegiant starts flying five new seasonal routes to Punta Gorda 
Airport 
 
The routes are expected to bring in 29,000 people annually to the Punta Gorda area. 
 
Wednesday, November 13th 2019, 6:00 PM EST by Claire Lavezzorio 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. — There are five new seasonal routes coming to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) this week:  
 

• Elmira, New York via Elmira Corning Regional Airport (ELM) – beginning November 13, 2019, with fares as 
low as $69.* 

• Charleston, South Carolina via Charleston International Airport (CHS) – beginning November 14, 2019, with 
fares as low as $49* 

• Memphis, Tennessee via Memphis International Airport (MEM) – beginning November 15, 2019, with fares as 
low as $59.* 

• Sioux Falls, South Dakota via Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD) – beginning November 15, 2019, with fares 
as low as $59.* 

• Norfolk, Virginia via Norfolk International Airport (ORF) – beginning November 14, 2019, with fares as low 
as $54.* 

 
The routes, which will operate twice per week, are expected to bring in 29,000 people annually to the Punta Gorda area. 
 
By email, the company said, "Punta Gorda is at the heart of the Allegiant story--making affordable, nonstop travel to 
vacation destinations more accessible to travelers across the country." 
 
On Tuesday, Allegiant announced its new route to Richmond, which will take flight mid-February. With Richmond, 
Allegiant will serve 47 cities from PGD. 
 
 
https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41316557/allegiant-flying-five-new-seasonal-routes-to-punta-gorda-airport 

https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41316557/allegiant-flying-five-new-seasonal-routes-to-punta-gorda-airport
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TODAY'S NEWS 
 
 
ALLEGIANT ADDS NONSTOP ROUTE TO PUNTA GORDA 

Allegiant has announced five new nonstop routes, including one seasonal route to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) from 
Richmond, Virginia, via Richmond International Airport (ATW). The new route begins Feb. 13, 2020 with one-way fares 
starting at $65. The other new routes include three new routes to Nashville and one to Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport. The new nonstop routes will operate twice weekly. Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found at 
Allegiant.com. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorelife.com
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Business

Allegiant Air is adding five new non-
stop routes in February: three to Nash-
ville and two to Florida.

On Tuesday, the Las Vegas-based
discount carrier, which offers bargain
fares but charges extra for everything
else – including advance seat assign-
ments, carry on bags and soft drinks,
said the new seasonal routes are aimed
at spring break and summer vacation-
ers.

Allegiant doesn’t offer daily service
on its routes like major airlines, gener-
ally offering flights one, two or three
times a week depending on the route
and demand. The new routes, which will
all be offered twice a week:

Punta Gorda (Florida) Airport, to
and from:

Richmond, Virginia: Flights begin
Feb. 13 with one-way fares starting

at $65.

Sarasota-Bradenton (Florida)
International Airport to and from:

Allentown, Pennsylvania: Flights
begin Feb. 13 with one-way fares start-
ing at $65.

The fine print: The introductory
fares, which are limited, must be pur-
chased on Allegiant’s website, by
Wednesday, Nov. 13 for travel through
Aug. 15.

Nashville International Airport, to
and from:

Des Moines, Iowa: Flights begin Feb.
13 with one-way introductory fares
starting at $55.

Gulfport, Mississippi: Flights begin
Feb. 15 with one-way fares starting at
$55.

Appleton, Wisconsin: Flights begin
Feb. 14, with one-way fares starting at
$55.

Allegiant Air adds five seasonal nonstops
Dawn Gilbertson
USA TODAY
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Allegiant Air is adding five new nonstop routes in February. ALLEGIANT
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New Allegiant flight from Memphis to Punta Gorda launches Friday 
 
Samuel Hardiman, Memphis Commercial Appeal Published 4:44 p.m. CT Nov. 14, 2019 
 
One of Memphis International Airport's new flights gets off the ground this week.  
 
Allegiant Air will launch its new flight to Punta Gorda Airport on the west coast of Florida on Friday. The 
flight will run twice a week — Monday and Friday — from Nov. 15 to April 30, the airport said in a news 
release.  
 
The Punta Gorda flight is among 10 Allegiant flights MEM has added in the four years that the discount 
airline has operated at the airport. The flight makes Punta Gorda MEM's 35th destination. 
 
 
https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/travel/2019/11/14/allegiant-memphis-punta-gorda-flight-launches/4196083002/ 

https://www.commercialappeal.com/story/travel/2019/11/14/allegiant-memphis-punta-gorda-flight-launches/4196083002/
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By STEVE REILLY
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD — Josh 
Collins hopes to provide 
Charlotte County a strategic 
tourism plan.

He’s asking for help to do it.
“People have an appreciation 

of  the assets in the communi-
ty,” said Collins, a Washingtion 
D.C.-based Street Sense
consultant who’s been working
with Charlotte County’s Punta
Gorda-Englewood Beach
Visitor & Convention Bureau.

Collins led a workshop, 
gathering up information from 
various business owners, at the 
Englewood Area Chamber of  
Commerce on Friday morning. 

He intends to continue to meet 
with tourism stakeholders 
throughout the county. If  
all goes to plan, a strategic 
tourism plan will be ready 
for county commissioners in 
April, he said.

“I think what’s important — 
and a challenge — is that the 
county is so big,” Collins said. 
“There are different assets.”

Clearly, Charlotte County 
does have distinct attractions 
for visitors, whether it be 
Punta Gorda restaurants and 
its nightlife, Charlotte Harbor 
and other natural habitats 
like Babcock Eco Tours, or 
Englewood with its Gulf  
beaches.

The workshop attendees 
identified two distinct tour-
ist seasons: the southern 
migration of  retirees during 
the winter months, and the 
vacationing families, primarily 
Florida families, during the 
summer.

The workshop also identified 
Allegiant Airlines at the Punta 
Gorda Airport and the airline’s 
under-construction Sunseeker, 
as future boosts to tourism, well 
as the Atlanta Braves Spring 
Training facility in North Port’s 
West Villages development.

What needs work? 
Maintaining water quality is 
a key factor and will be one in 
the future. Transportation will 

need to be addressed.
Paige Bakhaus thanked the 

tourism bureau for its adver-
tising and other support she’s 
received for her Hooked on 
SUP business. It offers stand-up 
paddle boarding, kayak rentals 
and guided tours at Don Pedro 
Island State Park off Cape Haze 
in Englewood.

Cape Haze Marina General 
Manager Ken Stead said clari-
fications need to be recognized 
between “eco-tourism” versus 
boating and fishing that attracts 
visitors to the area. They aren’t 
the same, he said. He also 
cautioned that maintaining 
accesses to the water could 
become challenging if  marinas 

and other public access points 
disappear.

When it comes to Manasota 
Key and maintaining its 
laid-back character, South 
Manasota/Sandpiper Key 
Association president Damian 
Ochab said: “We will fight like 
hell to keep (Manasota Key) the 
quaint little Old Florida town 
they talk about.”

At the same time, the interre-
lationship and interdependence 
of  the economy generated by 
local residents and by tourists 
needs to be communicated and 
understood better.

Email: steve.reilly@yoursun.
com

What’s the future of tourism in Charlotte County?
Transportation and water quality are issues to address, some say
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

T
here are new students in the skies.
AeroGuard opened its fifth location last month, 
a flight training center in Punta Gorda Airport 

(PGD). The space will be shared with Charlotte 
County Schools as it seeks approval from the Federal 
Aviation Administration for its Aviation Airframe and 
Powerplant mechanics, or A&P, training program.
“We’re excited about the arrival of  the AeroGuard Flight 
Training Center at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County,” 
said Charlotte County Economic Development director Dave 
Gammon. “Companies like AeroGuard fit right into our strategy 
of  developing a cluster of  aviation industry businesses in and 
around the airport.”

Students already started flying Oct. 14, with new students 
starting again on Dec. 9 and Jan. 13. The flight school is holding a 
promotion where students can start on either of  those start dates 

Cleared
for

TAKEOFF
Flight school at Punta Gorda Airport, 

AeroGuard fits ‘right into our strategy’

PHOTO PROVIDED

AeroGuard students started flying Oct. 14 at Punta Gorda Airport. SEE FLIGHT, 4C

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019  |  YOURSUN.COM   |   SECTION C 
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and save up to $5,000 on their 
flight training.

The school offers two 
domestic programs, the Pilot 
Pathway and Rotor Transition 
programs. The Pilot Pathway 
program takes students with 
zero or some experience, and 
the Rotor Transition program 
takes students with helicopter 

experience. Both will prepare 
students to start their com-
mercial airline pilot careers in 
about two years.

“High-quality, safe, ca-
reer-track flight training has 
the potential to change lives,” 
said AeroGuard CEO Joel 
Davidson. “Our new campus 
in Punta Gorda gives us an 
incredible opportunity to reach 
new cadets, helping them to 
create their own bright futures, 
while we work hard to meet the 
rising global demand for highly 

trained pilots.”
The school is also in the 

process of  getting government 
approval to offer their interna-
tional program.

Aeroguard’s Punta Gorda 
campus is currently not hiring 
flight instructors.

“How our program works is 
that students will progress to 
working as flight instructors 
with us as a guaranteed job 
with AeroGuard where they 
will further build their expe-
rience to the required hours 

to work for the commercial 
airlines,” said AeroGuard 
spokesperson Kiara Jovicevic. 
This is typically 1,500 hours.

So far, the school has 
four staff members, all who 
worked previously with WMU, 
Jovicevic said.

“We look forward to collab-
orating with Aeroguard on 
their marketing efforts, and 
to raising regional awareness 
about its flight training offer-
ings,” said PGD spokesperson 
Kaley Miller.

The training center offers 
an all-inclusive tuition model 
and reimbursement packages 
with SkyWest Airlines. Those 
interested in learning more 
about starting a career in 
aviation should connect with 
an enrollment advisor at www.
FlyAeroGuard.com.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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New flight school opening at Punta Gorda Airport 
 
Nearly 800,000 more pilots will be needed over the next 20 years to keep up with air travel demand. 
 
Monday, November 18th 2019, 5:43 PM EST by Claire Lavezzorio 
 

 
 
PUNTA GORDA, Fla. - A new flight school is taking off at Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
This is AeroGuard Flight Training Center's first East Coast location, joining its four other locations in Riverside, 
California, Austin, Texas, Chandler, Arizona and Phoenix, Arizona. 
  
"Our new campus in Punta Gorda gives us an incredible opportunity to reach new cadets, helping them to create their 
own bright futures, while we work hard to meet the rising global demand for highly trained pilots," said AeroGuard's 
C.E.O. Joel Davidson.  
  
Nearly 800,000 more pilots will be needed over the next 20 years to keep up with air travel demand. For Charlotte 
County's Director of Economic Development, AeroGuard is one small solution to a larger issue.  
  
"It's a national shortage. This is an issue that needs to be addressed and we're glad that AeroGuard is here to help us," 
said Dave Gammon.  
  
Long-time tenants, like Air Trek's Dana Carr, is looking forward to the new partnership. 
  
"It's especially good that these students will eventually go through, do their training, and then be available for us to use 
as commercial pilots," said Carr.  
  
The flight school is accepting new students each month. For more information, go to AeroGuard's website by 
clicking here. 
 
 
https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41337209/new-flight-school-opening-at-punta-gorda-airport 
 

https://www.flyaeroguard.com/
https://www.nbc-2.com/story/41337209/new-flight-school-opening-at-punta-gorda-airport


 
 

Here’s how to save big next time you book a flight 
 
Reporter: Allison Gormly Published: November 20, 2019 2:37 PM EST 
 

 
 
Traveling with a family can be a lot of work. But getting the best price on your airline tickets, shouldn’t be. 
 
Carla Mann of Wisconsin calls the process of planning a trip a little stressful. 
 
“A lot of preparation so that we save some money,” Mann said. 
 
For her family, every dollar counts. Mann says now that her daughter is over two years old, she’s more expensive to fly. 
 
Electronic Fees 
 
For certain airlines, buying your airline tickets in person at the counter can save a family of four up to $184 roundtrip. 
 
Budget airlines like Spirit, Frontier and Allegiant have a charge if you book online, and different airlines call it different 
things. The fee is applied to each ticket, each way or ‘segment.’ 
 
At Frontier, the carrier interface charge is up to $21. 
 
Spirit’s passenger usage fee is up to $22.99. 
 
Allegiant’s electronic carrier usage charge it’s up to $18. 
 
However, ticket counters are not always open. 
 
An Allegiant spokesperson says ticket purchase at the Punta Gorda Airport, PGD, is available one hour after each 
scheduled departure, with additional specific hours by airport listed here. 
 
Frontier’s ticket counters at Southwest Florida International Airport, RSW, are open two hours prior to the scheduled 
departure of a Frontier flight and close 45 minutes prior to scheduled departure. 
 
Spirit’s website says the best times to purchase a ticket at the airport are during the preferred ticketing hours. They add 
that even during the preferred ticketing hours, though they can’t guarantee that there won’t be a long wait due to the 
unpredictable nature of the airport. At RSW, it’s daily from 1:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. No cash accepted. 
 
*Times may change after this publication, so it’s best to confirm with the airline directly. 
 
Pricing Tools 
 
If the airline you fly doesn’t have this fee and you still want to save, consider pricing tools. 
Some of Nerdwallet’s picks include Hopper, Kayak and Google Flights. With these tools, consumers can experiment  
with flight times, days, and even location. Price alerts and notifications can also be set. 
 
Nerdwallet’s Kimberly Palmer says it’s usually cheapest to buy a plane ticket on Sunday, and that Friday is the most 
expensive day to book. In terms of the day a person actually flies, it’s usually cheapest on a Wednesday, followed by 
Thursday and Tuesday. 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/20/heres-how-to-save-big-next-time-you-book-a-flight/ 
 

https://www.allegiantair.com/airport-ticket-purchase-hours-locations
https://customersupport.spirit.com/hc/en-us/articles/115000381132-Preferred-Ticketing-Hours
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/20/heres-how-to-save-big-next-time-you-book-a-flight/
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Punta Gorda Airport welcomes 
AeroGuard

The Charlotte County Econom-
ic Development Office congratulates 
AeroGuard Flight Training Center on 
the opening of its new campus at the 
Punta Gorda Airport. The airport cam-
pus is the company’s first on the East 
Coast and joins its four locations in Riv-
erside, California, Austin, Texas, Chan-
dler and Phoenix, Arizona.

“We’re excited about the arrival of 
the AeroGuard Flight Training Center 
at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte 
County, where our motto is, ‘Your busi-
ness, cleared for takeoff,’” said Charlotte 
County Economic Development Direc-
tor Dave Gammon. “Companies like 
AeroGuard fit right into our strategy of 
developing a cluster of aviation industry 
businesses in and around the airport.”

Anyone interested in learning more 
about this emerging center of aviation is 
encouraged to visit www.Cleared4Take-
off.com. 

According to the company’s 
announcement, AeroGuard’s core mis-

sion is to help young men and women 
create better futures for themselves 
through careers as commercial airline 
pilots. Industry projections show that 
more than 790,000 new pilots will be 
needed over the next 20 years, putting 
AeroGuard students on a path toward 
one of the most in-demand careers in 
the world.

Regarded as one of the premier flight 
schools in the nation, AeroGuard FTC 
offers a career-focused accelerated 
pilot training curriculum for cadets 
looking to jumpstart their careers as 
commercial airline pilots, no experi-
ence required. The carefully optimized 
curriculum taught by AeroGuard can 
help students launch their careers at a 
regional airline in about two years from 
starting the program.

“The launch of our new flight school 
at the Punta Gorda Airport is an excit-
ing moment for AeroGuard,” said Aero-
Guard CEO Joel Davidson. “High-quali-
ty, safe, career-track flight training has 
the potential to change lives. Our new 
campus in Punta Gorda gives us an 
incredible opportunity to reach new 
cadets, helping them to create their 
own bright futures while we work hard 
to meet the rising global demand for 
highly trained pilots.”

The training center offers an all-
inclusive tuition model and reimburse-
ment packages with SkyWest Airlines. 
With its accelerated curriculum, high 
safety standards and student support 
programs, AeroGuard has become a top 
option for individuals looking to begin a 
career in aviation.

Individuals interested in learning 
more about starting a career in aviation 
and enrolling at AeroGuard can visit 
www.flyaeroguard.com and connect 
with an enrollment advisor for more 
information.

COURTESY PHOTO

AeroGuard Flight Training Center in Punta 
Gorda
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Allegiant adds five new 
nonstop destinations
Allegiant has begun service from 

Punta Gorda to five new destinations.
“Punta Gorda has proven to be a valu-

able market for us, and we are excited 
to continue our growth in the area,” 
said Drew Wells, Allegiant VP of plan-
ning and revenue. “We’re sure that area 
travelers will enjoy the diverse, vibrant 
cultures that each new location offers.”

The new routes from Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD) include Elmira via Elmi-
ra Corning Regional Airport (ELM), 
Charleston via Charleston International 
Airport (CHS), Sioux Falls via Sioux 
Falls Regional Airport (FSD), Mem-
phis via Memphis International Airport 
(MEM) and Norfolk via Norfolk Inter-
national Airport (ORF).

“PGD’s partnership with Allegiant 
continues to open up a variety of low-
cost, nonstop destinations for our local 
residents to enjoy,” said Charlotte Coun-
ty Airport Authority Commissioner 
Robert Hancik. “Our community has 
been anticipating service to these five 
new destinations and looks forward to 
welcoming new visitors to sunny Punta 
Gorda.” 

Allegiant offers a unique option to 
Punta Gorda-area travelers with low 
base fares and savings on rental cars and 
hotels. Travelers can book their entire 
vacation with Allegiant for less. ■
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The pledge of Allegiant 
 
Punta Gorda Airport’s only commercial airline brings promise to Charlotte County’s future 
 
 November 21, 2019 BY RUSTY PRAY 
 

 
 
WHEN ALLEGIANT FIRST TOUCHED down at Punta Gorda Airport, its effect was like a small stone tossed into a still 
pond — a few minor ripples. In the decade since, the most readily discernible wave is the presence of people. The ultra-
lowcost airline has been bringing them to Charlotte County from dozens of locations around the country. And, in an 
economic quid pro quo, Allegiant has given Charlotte County folks an affordable way to visit their out-of-area families and 
friends as well. 
 
“It brought more people; it brought exposure,” said Deputy Charlotte County Administrator Hector Flores, who grew up in 
Charlotte County and has worked as a government official for 23 years. 
 
Travelers typically fly from smaller destinations to Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD), and then either stay in 
Charlotte County or, more often, visit the more popular tourist communities such as Sarasota, Naples and Fort Myers, or the 
Everglades. 
 
“Allegiant is a tremendous convenience,” said Nancy Johnson — CEO of Team Punta Gorda, an all-volunteer citizen 
advisory organization — who is a regular traveler on the airline. 
 

 
 
 
 
The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor makes Allegiant a major player 
in the development of Charlotte County’s future. COURTESY RENDERING 
 
 
 

“From a personal standpoint, I’m a lot happier because I can get to my football games and my kids without having to go to 
Fort Myers — cheaply on direct flights. For those of us who live here, it has improved our access to northern friends and 
family. 
 

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/wp-content/uploads/images/2019-11-21/1p2.jpg


“It has supported the trend that has been going on for the last several years toward residential development by adding another 
asset that people take into account when they’re looking for a place to live.” 
 
While ferrying people back and forth, Allegiant became a player in the growth of PGD and the economy of Charlotte County, 
setting the stage for a commerce park to come to life around the airport, and making Charlotte more convenient as a tourist 
destination. 
 
An intact relationship between Allegiant and PGD is why the carrier provides Charlotte County a $250 million annual 
economic impact, according to John Redmond, president of Allegiant Travel, parent entity of Allegiant Air. 

 
 
 
Renderings of the Sunseeker Resort display the massive complex that Allegiant hopes will become a tourism 
hotspot in Southwest Florida. 
 
 
 

And that’s before the company’s latest venture. 
 
The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor makes Allegiant a major player in the 
development of Charlotte County’s future. If all goes according to plan, Sunseeker will provide a platform of economic 
influence that will stand for decades to come. 
 
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842 condominium-hotel units on its 22-acre property on the southern tip of the 
Charlotte Harbor area. The construction site — which required the removal of more than a dozen structures — straddles 
Tamiami Trail, with the majority on the west side, along Bayshore Live Oak Park. 
 
“Obviously, the flights in and out of Punta Gorda have made an incredible difference in the airport’s operation,” said 
Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, who has served as a liaison to the Charlotte County Airport Authority 
for the last nine years. “The spinoff is their increased and growing interest in the county as a recreational destination.” 
 

 
 
The airport was just a sleepy general aviation stop along the Southwest Florida trail when Allegiant’s first passenger set foot 
on the tarmac in 2009. A couple of commercial airlines had tried before to make Punta Gorda home but, for one reason or 
another, never really got out of the gate. 
 
Not to mention the airport was still recovering from Hurricane Charley, which leveled it and much of the city of Punta Gorda 
in 2004. While the storm brought national awareness to the city, PGD was able to boast that numerous celebrities touched 
down there, including Arnold Palmer, Ross Perot, Jimmy Buffett, John Travolta and the political Bush families (as in former 
presidents George H.W. and George W., as well as former state Gov. Jeb). 
 
But Charley’s destruction also presented a door of opportunity. 
 

 
 
 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida – April 6, 2019: Allegiant Air Airbus A320 airplane at Fort Lauderdale airport 
(FLL) in the United States. SHUTTERSTOCK.COM 
 
 
 
 

Revolving door 
 
The city of Punta Gorda was given a makeover, of sorts, with a revitalized downtown area that included new, more upscale 
hotels and an event-and-conference center to replace an auditorium that had been obsolete long before Charley leveled it. The 
new look, and accompanying ambience, helped get the city designated as one of the “Downtowns and Small Towns” 
promoted by Visit Florida, the state’s official tourism marketing organization. 

http://shutterstock.com/
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For PGD, the question was, “What more could we be other than just a little GA airport that sits out in the middle of 
swampland with nothing around it?” said Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority. 
 
So, instead of just rebuilding after the hurricane, the airport had a makeover of its own — one that included a tower and a 
new terminal, which was later expanded to three times its original size. 
 
No airline would have considered making PGD a destination without the airport authority’s decision to build a new terminal 
in response to the damage inflicted by Charley, Ms. Seay said. She also noted that Allegiant’s impact cannot be understood 
without putting its arrival into historical perspective. Getting a commercial carrier has been like a revolving door. 
 
Before Allegiant landed, an outfit out of Ohio called Sky Bus started service to Punta Gorda in 2007. Sky Bus wound up 
doing a financial belly flop seven months later. 
 
Direct Air, out of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, followed and lasted until it ceased operations in March 2012, stranding 
hundreds of passengers across the nation — including in Punta Gorda. (Three of its executives have since been sentenced to 
prison in connection with tax fraud cases and falsifying profit-and-loss statements in the wake of that abrupt closure.) 
 
In 2009, Las Vegas-based Allegiant started service at PGD with only two routes: Knoxville, Tennessee, and Greenville 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. Three years later, the airline made PGD a base of operations with locally based aircraft, crews 
and maintenance. 
 
Frontier was also running flights from PGD to Philadelphia, Trenton and Chicago’s O’Hare for a few months in 2017 but 
eventually returned to routing the flights to and from Fort Myers. 
 
Allegiant stuck around and now has 49 routes in and out of Punta Gorda. Passenger traffic through the airport’s Bailey 
Terminal was 129,025 in 2009. In 2018, Bailey was gateway to 1.6 million people. Through October this year, 1.3 million 
passengers had made an appearance at Bailey. 
 
While the airport has expanded, its adjoining commerce park has also grown around it. 
 
The ‘real’ destination 
 
Of course, the airline isn’t the only reason PGD, its commerce park and Charlotte County, in general, have prospered. But the 
consensus of airport, city and county officials is that Allegiant is a primary reason. And it started with PGD. 
 
“What we did by building a terminal was to create an opportunity for an airline to come in,” Ms. Seay said. “The Sky Bus 
airline proved the model. Direct Air continued that model.” 
 
And Allegiant solidified it after that. 
 
“Allegiant’s business model is built on offering leisure travelers’ affordable access to nonstop flights,” said Kristen Schilling-
Gonzales, Allegiant’s managing director for planning. “Our schedule is also unique, built around high-demand times for 
vacation travelers. Punta Gorda Airport has proven to be a perfect fit for our low-frequency schedule, which is very different 
from other airlines.” 
 
Thayne Klingler, Allegiant’s director of airport affairs, said the key was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs to the 
airline low. Allegiant pays the airport about $240,000 a year. Most of the airport’s revenue comes from car rental fees, 
parking and rent for general aviation hangars. 
 
“Allegiant saw a lot of opportunity for service in Southwest Florida,” Mr. Klingler said. “One of the major factors in 
selecting Punta Gorda originally was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs low. Early on, PGD had adopted a low-cost 
structure in an effort to attract air service. 
 
“Over the years since, the airport has remained committed to that structure and has been a great partner in building new 
facilities and making other improvements to accommodate our rapid growth, without cost increases.” 
 
James Parish, PGD’s CEO, has confirmed that he used the airport’s no-frills model as a bargaining chip to lure Allegiant. The 
strategy worked. 
 
“We’re not a real destination,” Ms. Seay said. “The destination is Florida. Everybody says, ‘Where are you going on 
vacation?’ ‘We’re going to Florida.’ They don’t say, ‘I’m going to Punta Gorda.’ Even if they’re going to Orlando, Miami, 



Tampa, the say they’re going to Florida. So, when they look for a flight, they want the cheap one. Guess what? We’ve got a 
cheap one. And they can get here nonstop. 
 
“They’re not spending $400 apiece on plane tickets. They’re spending $400 to bring their whole family down. It does make a 
difference. It is an impact. It does help our economy. Allegiant is making money. So are we.” 
 
While Allegiant officials acknowledge a regional approach to Southwest Florida as a destination, they expressed satisfaction 
with PGD. 
 
“We regularly hear from our customers that PGD is their preferred airport because of its convenient location to many of west 
Florida’s beaches, as well as the low-stress experience of traveling through a smaller, more accessible airport,” Ms. Schilling-
Gonzales said. “It’s an ideal airport for our business model and for the customers we serve.” 
 
If there is a potential downside, it is that the airport — and, by extension, Punta Gorda and Charlotte County — is relying too 
heavily on Allegiant. 
 
Other things to do 
 
“It’s not hard to see that there is big economic benefit from Allegiant’s presence at PGD,” said Gary Skillicorn, a Punta 
Gorda resident who retired from the Federal Aviation Administration. “Airports are a magnet for business and small-
manufacturing development. … But my biggest concern is having all the eggs in one basket — that being the Allegiant 
basket.” 
 
Airport officials have never ruled out the possibility of bringing in another airline. For right now, however, “Allegiant is the 
only carrier operating at PGD and the overall basis for PGD solvency,” Mr. Skillicorn said. 
 
However, the prospect of Allegiant flying the coop is made even more remote by the approaching Sunseeker Resort, which 
also includes the purchase of the Kingsway Country Club 
 
Allegiant officials have said the massive project will create 1,000 jobs. Government officials expect it will have a major 
economic impact on Charlotte County — one that could, officials estimate, reach into the hundreds of millions. 
 
“It makes the future of Charlotte County very exciting,” said Commissioner Deutsch, who noted that issues such as 
affordable housing for prospective Sunseeker employees remain open. 
 
“I don’t know if its impact has been directly on the city,” said Punta Gorda City Councilwoman Lynne Matthews. “But if 
they are successful, the city will be successful because they’re going to be bringing in more people.” 
 
And, as Team Punta Gorda’s Ms. Johnson notes, “Sunseeker will have a tremendous impact on the development choices we 
make over the next few years.” 
 
Ms. Seay believes that, although Sunseeker Resort will provide a significant economic boost on its own, it will be greater if 
Charlotte County’s other assets are promoted as part of the package. 
 
“When people arrive in the airport, we’re going to show kayaking and the Englewood beaches,” she said. “We want to show 
this is an eco-destination. Whether you’re into fishing or hunting or whatever, it’s all right here, within 10 minutes of this 
beautiful resort. 
 
“‘What’s the destination? Florida. What’s the opportunity? Sunseeker. What are the other things I can do? Oh, wow!’ 
 
“I see that Charlotte County is going to be that ‘Oh, wow!’” 
 
 
https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/the-pledge-of-allegiant/ 
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The

of
Allegiant

BY RUSTY PRAY

Florida Weekly Correspondent

HEN ALLEGIANT FIRST TOUCHED 
down at Punta Gorda Airport, 
its effect was like a small stone 
tossed into a still pond — a 

few minor ripples. In the decade since, 
the most readily discernible wave is 
the presence of people. The ultra-low-
cost airline has been bringing them 
to Charlotte County from dozens of 
locations around the country. And, in 
an economic quid pro quo, Allegiant 
has given Charlotte County folks an 

SEE ALLEGIANT, A12 

Punta Gorda Airport’s only 
commercial airline brings promise 

to Charlotte County’s future

“No airline would 
have considered 
making PGD 
a destination 
without the 
airport authority’s 
decision to build 
a new terminal in 
response to the 
damage inflicted 
by Charley.”  

— Pam Seay 
Charlotte County 
Airport Authority.
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time member 
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County Airport 
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affordable way to visit their out-of-area 
families and friends as well. 

“It brought more people; it brought 
exposure,” said Deputy Charlotte Coun-
ty Administrator Hector Flores, who 
grew up in Charlotte County and has 
worked as a government official for 23 
years.

Travelers typically fly from smaller 
destinations to Punta Gorda Airport 
(FAA designation: PGD), and then either 
stay in Charlotte County or, more often, 
visit the more popular tourist communi-
ties such as Sarasota, Naples and Fort 
Myers, or the Everglades.

“Allegiant is a tremendous conve-
nience,” said Nancy Johnson — CEO 
of Team Punta Gorda, an all-volunteer 
citizen advisory organization — who is a 
regular traveler on the airline.

“From a personal standpoint, I’m a lot 
happier because I can get to my football 
games and my kids without having to 
go to Fort Myers — cheaply on direct 
flights. For those of us who live here, 
it has improved our access to northern 
friends and family. 

“It has supported the trend that has 
been going on for the last several years 
toward residential development by add-
ing another asset that people take into 
account when they’re looking for a place 
to live.”

While ferrying people back and forth, 
Allegiant became a player in the growth 
of PGD and the economy of Charlotte 
County, setting the stage for a commerce 
park to come to life around the airport, 
and making Charlotte more convenient 
as a tourist destination.

An intact relationship between Alle-
giant and PGD is why the carrier pro-
vides Charlotte County a $250 million 
annual economic impact, according to 
John Redmond, president of Allegiant 
Travel, parent entity of Allegiant Air.

And that’s before the company’s latest 
venture.

The under-construction $420 mil-

lion Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Har-
bor makes Allegiant a major player in 
the development of Charlotte County’s 
future. If all goes according to plan, 
Sunseeker will provide a platform of 
economic influence that will stand for 
decades to come.

Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms 
and 842 condominium-hotel units on 
its 22-acre property on the southern 
tip of the Charlotte Harbor area. The 
construction site — which required the 
removal of more than a dozen structures 
— straddles Tamiami Trail, with the 
majority on the west side, along Bay-
shore Live Oak Park.

“Obviously, the flights in and out of 
Punta Gorda have made an incredible 
difference in the airport’s operation,” 
said Charlotte County Commissioner 
Stephen R. Deutsch, who has served as a 
liaison to the Charlotte County Airport 
Authority for the last nine years. “The 
spinoff is their increased and growing 
interest in the county as a recreational 
destination.”

The airport was just a sleepy general 
aviation stop along the Southwest Flori-
da trail when Allegiant’s first passenger 
set foot on the tarmac in 2009. A couple 
of commercial airlines had tried before 
to make Punta Gorda home but, for one 

reason or another, never really got out 
of the gate.

Not to mention the airport was still 
recovering from Hurricane Charley, 
which leveled it and much of the city of 
Punta Gorda in 2004. While the storm 
brought national awareness to the city, 
PGD was able to boast that numerous 
celebrities touched down there, includ-
ing Arnold Palmer, Ross Perot, Jimmy 
Buffett, John Travolta and the political 
Bush families (as in former presidents 
George H.W. and George W., as well as 
former state Gov. Jeb).

But Charley’s destruction also pre-
sented a door of opportunity.

ALLEGIANT
From page 1

COURTESY RENDERING

The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor makes Allegiant a major player in the development of Charlotte County’s future. 

Renderings of the Sunseeker Resort display 
the massive complex that Allegiant hopes 
will become a tourism hotspot in Southwest 
Florida. 



Revolving door
The city of Punta Gorda was given 

a makeover, of sorts, with a revital-
ized downtown area that included new, 
more upscale hotels and an event-and-
conference center to replace an audito-
rium that had been obsolete long before 
Charley leveled it. The new look, and 
accompanying ambience, helped get the 
city designated as one of the “Down-
towns and Small Towns” promoted by 
Visit Florida, the state’s official tourism 
marketing organization.

For PGD, the question was, “What 
more could we be other than just a little 
GA airport that sits out in the middle 
of swampland with nothing around it?” 
said Pam Seay, longtime member of the 
Charlotte County Airport Authority.

So, instead of just rebuilding after the 
hurricane, the airport had a makeover 
of its own — one that included a tower 
and a new terminal, which was later 
expanded to three times its original size. 

No airline would have considered 
making PGD a destination without the 
airport authority’s decision to build a 
new terminal in response to the damage 
inflicted by Charley, Ms. Seay said. She 
also noted that Allegiant’s impact can-
not be understood without putting its 
arrival into historical perspective. Get-
ting a commercial carrier has been like a 
revolving door.

Before Allegiant landed, an outfit out 
of Ohio called Sky Bus started service 
to Punta Gorda in 2007. Sky Bus wound 
up doing a financial belly flop seven 
months later.

Direct Air, out of Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, followed and lasted until it 
ceased operations in March 2012, strand-
ing hundreds of passengers across the 
nation — including in Punta Gorda. 
(Three of its executives have since been 
sentenced to prison in connection with 
tax fraud cases and falsifying profit-
and-loss statements in the wake of that 
abrupt closure.)

In 2009, Las Vegas-based Allegiant 
started service at PGD with only two 
routes: Knoxville, Tennessee, and Green-
ville-Spartanburg, South Carolina. Three 
years later, the airline made PGD a base 
of operations with locally based aircraft, 
crews and maintenance.

Frontier was also running flights from 
PGD to Philadelphia, Trenton and Chi-
cago’s O’Hare for a few months in 2017 
but eventually returned to routing the 
flights to and from Fort Myers.

Allegiant stuck around and now has 
49 routes in and out of Punta Gorda. 
Passenger traffic through the airport’s 
Bailey Terminal was 129,025 in 2009. In 
2018, Bailey was gateway to 1.6 million 
people. Through October this year, 1.3 
million passengers had made an appear-
ance at Bailey.

While the airport has expanded, its 
adjoining commerce park has also grown 
around it.

The ‘real’ destination
Of course, the airline isn’t the only 

reason PGD, its commerce park and 
Charlotte County, in general, have pros-
pered. But the consensus of airport, city 
and county officials is that Allegiant is 
a primary reason. And it started with 
PGD.

“What we did by building a terminal 
was to create an opportunity for an air-
line to come in,” Ms. Seay said. “The Sky 
Bus airline proved the model. Direct Air 
continued that model.”

And Allegiant solidified it after that.
“Allegiant’s business model is built 

on offering leisure travelers’ affordable 
access to nonstop flights,” said Kristen 
Schilling-Gonzales, Allegiant’s manag-
ing director for planning.  “Our sched-
ule is also unique, built around high-
demand times for vacation travelers. 
Punta Gorda Airport has proven to be a 
perfect fit for our low-frequency sched-
ule, which is very different from other 
airlines.”

Thayne Klingler, Allegiant’s director 
of airport affairs, said the key was the 
airport’s commitment to keeping costs 
to the airline low. Allegiant pays the air-
port about $240,000 a year. Most of the 
airport’s revenue comes from car rental 
fees, parking and rent for general avia-
tion hangars.

“Allegiant saw a lot of opportunity 
for service in Southwest Florida,” Mr. 
Klingler said. “One of the major factors 
in selecting Punta Gorda originally was 
the airport’s commitment to keeping 

costs low. Early on, PGD had adopted a 
low-cost structure in an effort to attract 
air service.

“Over the years since, the airport 
has remained committed to that struc-
ture and has been a great partner in 
building new facilities and making other 
improvements to accommodate our 
rapid growth, without cost increases.”

James Parish, PGD’s CEO, has con-
firmed that he used the airport’s no-frills 
model as a bargaining chip to lure Alle-
giant. The strategy worked. 

“We’re not a real destination,” Ms. 
Seay said. “The destination is Flori-
da. Everybody says, ‘Where are you 
going on vacation?’ ‘We’re going to Flor-
ida.’ They don’t say, ‘I’m going to Punta 
Gorda.’ Even if they’re going to Orlando, 
Miami, Tampa, the say they’re going to 
Florida. So, when they look for a flight, 
they want the cheap one. Guess what? 
We’ve got a cheap one. And they can get 
here nonstop.

“They’re not spending $400 apiece on 
plane tickets. They’re spending $400 to 
bring their whole family down. It does 
make a difference. It is an impact. It does 
help our economy. Allegiant is making 
money. So are we.”

While Allegiant officials acknowl-
edge a regional approach to Southwest 
Florida as a destination, they expressed 
satisfaction with PGD.

“We regularly hear from our custom-
ers that PGD is their preferred airport 
because of its convenient location to 
many of west Florida’s beaches, as well 
as the low-stress experience of traveling 
through a smaller, more accessible air-
port,” Ms. Schilling-Gonzales said. “It’s 
an ideal airport for our business model 

and for the customers we serve.”
If there is a potential downside, it is 

that the airport — and, by extension, 
Punta Gorda and Charlotte County — is 
relying too heavily on Allegiant.

Other things to do
“It’s not hard to see that there is 

big economic benefit from Allegiant’s 
presence at PGD,” said Gary Skillicorn, 
a Punta Gorda resident who retired 
from the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. “Airports are a magnet for business 
and small-manufacturing development. 
… But my biggest concern is having all 
the eggs in one basket — that being the 
Allegiant basket.”

Airport officials have never ruled out 
the possibility of bringing in another air-
line. For right now, however, “Allegiant 
is the only carrier operating at PGD and 
the overall basis for PGD solvency,” Mr. 
Skillicorn said.

However, the prospect of Allegiant 
flying the coop is made even more 
remote by the approaching Sunseeker 
Resort, which also includes the purchase 
of the Kingsway Country Club 

Allegiant officials have said the mas-
sive project will create 1,000 jobs. Gov-
ernment officials expect it will have a 
major economic impact on Charlotte 
County — one that could, officials esti-
mate, reach into the hundreds of mil-
lions.

“It makes the future of Charlotte 
County very exciting,” said Commis-
sioner Deutsch, who noted that issues 
such as affordable housing for prospec-
tive Sunseeker employees remain open.

“I don’t know if its impact has been 
directly on the city,” said Punta Gorda 
City Councilwoman Lynne Matthews. 
“But if they are successful, the city will 
be successful because they’re going to be 
bringing in more people.”

And, as Team Punta Gorda’s Ms. John-
son notes, “Sunseeker will have a tre-
mendous impact on the development 
choices we make over the next few 
years.”

Ms. Seay believes that, although Sun-
seeker Resort will provide a signifi-
cant economic boost on its own, it will 
be greater if Charlotte County’s other 
assets are promoted as part of the pack-
age.

“When people arrive in the airport, 
we’re going to show kayaking and the 
Englewood beaches,” she said. “We 
want to show this is an eco-destination. 
Whether you’re into fishing or hunting 
or whatever, it’s all right here, within 10 
minutes of this beautiful resort.

“‘What’s the destination? Florida. 
What’s the opportunity? Sunseeker. 
What are the other things I can do? Oh, 
wow!’

“I see that Charlotte County is going 
to be that ‘Oh, wow!’” ■

SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Fort Lauderdale, Florida – April 6, 2019: Allegiant Air Airbus A320 airplane at Fort Lauderdale 
airport (FLL) in the United States.
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Punta Gorda Airport’s only commercial airline takes flight 
 
November 21, 2019 BY RUSTY PRAY 
 

Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority. COURTESY PHOTO 
 
When Allegiant first touched down at Punta Gorda Airport, its effect was like a small stone tossed into a still pond — a few 
minor ripples. In the decade since, the most readily discernible wave is the presence of people. The ultra-low-cost airline has 
been bringing them to Charlotte County from dozens of locations around the country. And, in an economic quid pro quo, 
Allegiant has given Charlotte County folks an affordable way to visit their out-of-area families and friends as well. 
 
“It brought more people; it brought exposure,” said Deputy Charlotte County Administrator Hector Flores, who grew up in 
Charlotte County and has worked as a government official for 23 years. 
 
Travelers typically fly from smaller destinations to Punta Gorda Airport (FAA designation: PGD), and then either stay in 
Charlotte County or, more often, visit the more populated tourist communities such as Sarasota, Naples and Fort Myers, or 
the Everglades. 
 
“Allegiant is a tremendous convenience,” said Nancy Johnson — CEO of TEAM Punta Gorda, an all-volunteer citizen 
advisory organization — who is a regular traveler on the airline “From a personal standpoint, I’m a lot happier because I can 
get to my football games and my kids without having to go to Fort Myers — cheaply on direct flights. For those of us who 
live here, it has improved our access to northern friends and family. 
 
“It has supported the trend that has been going on for the last several years toward residential development by adding another 
asset that people take into account when they’re looking for a place to live.” 
 
While ferrying people back and forth, Allegiant became a player in the growth of PGD and the economy of Charlotte County, 
setting the stage for a commerce park to come to life around the airport, and making Charlotte more convenient as a tourist 
destination. 
 
An intact relationship between Allegiant and PGD is why the carrier provides Charlotte County a $250 million annual 
economic impact, according to John Redmond, president of Allegiant Travel, parent entity of Allegiant Air. 
 
And that’s before the company’s latest venture. 
 
The under-construction $420 million Sunseeker Resort on Charlotte Harbor, makes Allegiant a major player in the 
development of Charlotte County’s future. If all goes according to plan, Sunseeker will provide a platform of economic 
influence that will stand for decades to come. 
 
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842 condominium-hotel units on its 22-acre property on the southern tip of the 
Charlotte Harbor area. The construction site — which required the removal of more than a dozen structures — straddles 
Tamiami Trail, with the majority on the west side, along Bayshore Live Oak Park. 
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“Obviously, the flights in and out of Punta Gorda have made an incredible difference in the airport’s operation,” said 
Charlotte County Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, who has served as a liaison to the Charlotte County Airport Authority 
for the last nine years. “The spinoff is their increased and growing interest in the county as a recreational destination.” 
 
The airport was just a sleepy general aviation stop along the Southwest Florida trail when Allegiant’s first passenger set foot 
on the tarmac in 2009. A couple of commercial airlines had tried before to make Punta Gorda home, but for one reason or 
another never really got out of the gate. 
 
Not to mention the airport was still recovering from Hurricane Charley, which leveled it and much of the city of Punta Gorda 
in 2004. While the storm brought national awareness to the city, PGD was able to boast that numerous celebrities touched 
down there, including Arnold Palmer, Ross Perot, Jimmy Buffett, John Travolta and the political Bush families (as in former 
presidents George H.W. and George W., as well as former state Gov. Jeb). 
 
But Charley’s destruction also presented a door of opportunity. 
 
Revolving door 
 
The city of Punta Gorda was given a makeover, of sorts, with a revitalized downtown area that included new, more upscale 
hotels and an event-and-conference center to replace an auditorium that had been obsolete long before Charley leveled it. The 
new look, and accompanying ambience, helped get the city designated as one of the “Downtowns and Small Towns” 
promoted by Visit Florida, the state’s official tourism marketing organization. 
 
For PGD, the question was, “What more could we be other than just a little GA airport that sits out in the middle of 
swampland with nothing around it?” said Pam Seay, longtime member of the Charlotte County Airport Authority. 
 
So, instead of just rebuilding after the hurricane, the airport had a makeover of its own — one that included a tower and a 
new terminal, which was later expanded to three times its original size. 
 
No airline would have considered making PGD a destination without the airport authority’s decision to build a new terminal 
in response to the damage inflicted by Charley, Ms. Seay said. She also noted that Allegiant’s impact cannot be understood 
without putting its arrival into historical perspective. Getting a commercial carrier has been like a revolving door. 
 
Before Allegiant landed, an outfit out of Ohio called Sky Bus started service to Punta Gorda in 2007. Sky Bus wound up 
doing a financial belly flop seven months later. 
 
Direct Air, out of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, followed and lasted until it ceased operations in March 2012, stranding 
hundreds of passengers across the nation — including in Punta Gorda. (Three of its executives have since been sentenced to 
prison in connection with tax fraud cases and falsifying profit-andloss statements in the wake of that abrupt closure.) 
 
In 2009, Las Vegas-based Allegiant started service at PGD with only two routes: Knoxville, Tennessee, and Greenville 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. Three years later, the airline made PGD a base of operations with locally based aircraft, crews 
and maintenance. 
 
Frontier was also running flights from PGD to Philadelphia, Trenton and Chicago’s O’Hare for a few months in 2017, but 
eventually returned to routing the flights to and from Fort Myers. 
 
Allegiant stuck around, and now has 49 routes in and out of Punta Gorda. Passenger traffic through the airport’s Bailey 
Terminal was 129,025 in 2009. In 2018, Bailey was gateway to 1.6 million people. Through October this year, 1.3 million 
passengers had made an appearance at Bailey. 
 
While the airport has expanded, its adjoining commerce park has also grown around it. 
 
The ‘real’ destination 
 



Of course, the airline isn’t the only reason PGD, its commerce park and Charlotte County, in general, have prospered. But the 
consensus of airport, city and county officials is that Allegiant is a primary reason. And it started with PGD. 
 
“What we did by building a terminal was to create an opportunity for an airline to come in,” Ms. Seay said. “The Sky Bus 
airline proved the model. Direct Air continued that model” — and Allegiant solidified it after that. 
 
“Allegiant’s business model is built on offering leisure travelers affordable access to nonstop flights,” said Kristen Schilling-
Gonzales, Allegiant’s managing director for planning. “Our schedule is also unique, built around high-demand times for 
vacation travelers. Punta Gorda Airport has proven to be a perfect fit for our low-frequency schedule, which is very different 
from other airlines.” 
 
Thayne Klingler, Allegiant’s director of Airport Affairs, said the key was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs to the 
airline low. Allegiant pays the airport about $240,000 a year. Most of the airport’s revenue comes from car rental fees, 
parking and rent for general aviation hangars. 
 
“Allegiant saw a lot of opportunity for service in Southwest Florida,” Mr. Klingler said. “One of the major factors in 
selecting Punta Gorda originally was the airport’s commitment to keeping costs low. Early on, PGD had adopted a lowcost 
structure in an effort to attract air service. 
 
“Over the years since, the airport has remained committed to that structure, and has been a great partner in building new 
facilities and making other improvements to accommodate our rapid growth, without cost increases.” 
 
James Parish, PGD’s CEO, has confirmed that he used the airport’s no-frills model as a bargaining chip to lure Allegiant. The 
strategy worked. 
 
“We’re not a real destination,” Ms. Seay said. “The destination is Florida. Everybody says, ‘Where are you going on 
vacation?’ ‘We’re going to Florida.’ They don’t say, ‘I’m going to Punta Gorda.’ Even if they’re going to Orlando, Miami, 
Tampa, they say they’re going to Florida. So, when they look for a flight, they want the cheap one. Guess what? We’ve got a 
cheap one. And they can get here nonstop. 
 
“They’re not spending $400 apiece on plane tickets. They’re spending $400 to bring their whole family down. It does make a 
difference. It is an impact. It does help our economy. Allegiant is making money. So are we.” 
 
While Allegiant officials acknowledge a regional approach to Southwest Florida as a destination, they expressed satisfaction 
with PGD. 
 
“We regularly hear from our customers that PGD is their preferred airport because of its convenient location to many of west 
Florida’s beaches, as well as the low-stress experience of traveling through a smaller, more accessible airport,” Ms. Schilling-
Gonzales said. “It’s an ideal airport for our business model and for the customers we serve.” 
 
If there is a potential downside, it is that the airport — and, by extension, Punta Gorda and Charlotte County — is relying too 
heavily on Allegiant. 
 
Other things to do 
 
“It’s not hard to see that there is big economic benefit from Allegiant’s presence at PGD,” said Gary Skillicorn, a Punta 
Gorda resident who retired from the Federal Aviation Administration. “Airports are a magnet for business and 
smallmanufacturing development. … But my biggest concern is having all the eggs in one basket — that being the Allegiant 
basket.” 
 
Airport officials have never ruled out the possibility of bringing in another airline. For right now, however, “Allegiant is the 
only carrier operating at PGD, and the overall basis for PGD solvency,” Mr. Skillicorn said. 
 



However, the prospect of Allegiant flying the coop is made even more remote by the approaching Sunseeker Resort, which 
also includes the purchase of the Kingsway Country Club 
 
Allegiant officials have said the massive project will create 1,000 jobs. Government officials expect it will have a major 
economic impact on Charlotte County — one that could, officials estimate, reach into the hundreds of millions. 
 
“It makes the future of Charlotte County very exciting,” said Commissioner Deutsch, who noted that issues such as 
affordable housing for prospective Sunseeker employees remain open. 
 
“I don’t know if its impact has been directly on the city,” said Punta Gorda City Councilwoman Lynne Matthews. “But if 
they are successful, the city will be successful because they’re going to be bringing in more people.” 
 
And, as TEAM Punta Gorda’s Ms. Johnson notes, “Sunseeker will have a tremendous impact on the development choices we 
make over the next few years.” 
 
Ms. Seay believes that, although Sunseeker Resort will provide a significant economic boost on its own, it will be greater if 
Charlotte County’s other assets are promoted as part of the package. 
 
“When people arrive in the airport, we’re going to show kayaking and the Englewood beaches,” she said. “We want to show 
this is an eco-destination. Whether you’re into fishing or hunting or whatever, it’s all right here, within 10 minutes of this 
beautiful resort. 
 
“‘What’s the destination? Florida. What’s the opportunity? Sunseeker. What are the other things I can do? Oh, wow!’ 
 
“I see that Charlotte County is going to be that ‘Oh, wow!’” 
 
 
https://venice.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-airports-only-commercial-airline-takes-flight/ 

https://venice.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-airports-only-commercial-airline-takes-flight/
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By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Punta 
Gorda Airport’s passenger 
count was slightly below what 
it was last year, according to 
newly released fi gures.

In October, the Punta Gorda 
Airport saw 117,484 passen-
gers enter and exit its com-
mercial aircraft. That’s 11,000 
less than in October 2018.

This is due to Allegiant 
scheduling fewer fl ights the 
past two months versus that 
time last year, according to 
PGD spokesperson Kaley 
Miller.

“The seasonal ebb and fl ow 
in PGD’s passenger numbers 
is directly tied to the number 
of  fl ights that Allegiant 
schedules according to their 
projected monthly demand,” 
said PGD CEO James Parish. 
“If  Allegiant schedules 
fewer fl ights, we get fewer 
passengers. It’s a function of  
Allegiant’s fl ight schedule.”

“Our network planning 
team is constantly measuring 
demand and adjusting sched-
ules when necessary,” said 
Allegiant Travel Company 
spokesperson Andrew 
Porrello. “We’ve noticed that 
during the back-to-school 
season, demand for travel 
decreases as people aren’t 
taking as many vacations.”

Because of  this, the com-
pany has made seasonal ad-
justment to their fl ight times 
and frequencies, leading to 
these lower passenger counts, 
Porrello said.

This doesn’t mean the 
airport is underperforming, 
though. These same numbers 
show 2019 has seen 2.3% more 
total passengers year-to-date 
compared to last year.

PGD has budgeted for its 
planes coming in to be at 80% 
capacity, which is “somewhat 
conservative,” Miller said. 
Even with these modest 
estimates, the total amount of  
passengers by the end of  the 
year should increase by 7% 
compared to last year.

So far, PGD has seen almost 
1.35 million passengers fi le in 
and out this year. By the end 
of  last year, that number was 
1.57 million.

The Charlotte County 
Airport Authority met for its 

Passenger 
counts 
down

Allegiant flew 

fewer flights lately 

to PGD

SEE FLIGHTS, 4C
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FLIGHTS
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monthly meeting Thursday, 
with commissioners Pam Seay 
and Paul Andrews absent. The 
board was expected to elect next 
year’s chair, vice chair, secre-
tary and vice secretary. This 
will now happen at the next 
meeting, which will be 9 a.m., 
Dec. 19 at 7375 Utilities Road, 
Building 313, in Punta Gorda.

MARKETING VENTURES
PGD has a new website, and 

they want to hear from you.
WhyFlyPGD.com combines 

all the reasons people go to 
the airport, including learning 
to fly, being a tenant, and, of  
course, flying. With this new 
website, they are trying to raise 
awareness of  all the different 
things people can do at the 
airport.

Best of  all, there are prizes. 
When someone posts online or 
submits an entry on why they 
fly at the airport, they can win 
a T-shirt, gift certificates, free 
long-term parking passes and 
more.

In other news, the marketing 
team at PGD also won statewide 
recognition for their Destination 
Spotlights campaign. The team 
won the bronze award for 
creativity in public relations at 
the Florida Tourism Forum’s 
19th annual Flagler Awards.

“As part of  this campaign ef-
fort, we also strived to cultivate 
strong relationships with other 
destination marketing groups, 
with the ultimate goal of  
promoting tourism for Florida 
and travel between airports,” 
Miller said.

OTHER NEWS/REMINDERS
• The airport will have a mobile

TSA PreCheck RV on-site
from Dec. 9 to Dec. 20. Click
here for more information.

• Five new, seasonal routes
officially began last week.
These routes are to Elmira,
New York via Elmira Corning
Regional Airport (ELM);
Charleston, South Carolina.
via Charleston International
Airport (CHS); Memphis,
Tennessee via Memphis
International Airport (MEM);
Sioux Falls, South Dakota via

Sioux Falls Regional Airport 
(FSD); and Norfolk, Virginia 
via Norfolk International 
Airport (ORF). 

• Cost estimates for 24 ad-
ditional hangars came to
$3.3 million, according to PGD
CEO James Parish. Current
T-hangars are leased for
$275 a month, but officials
are considering raising this
to over $400 for new tenants
when these are built.

Email: liz.hardaway@yoursun.
com
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Help name PG airport’s therapy dog group
Dogs help ease 

passengers’ stress 

over flying

Chick is a therapy dog. Chip 
gives high fi ves to passengers 
as they board a plane at 
Punta Gorda Airport. However, 
Chick is a part of an unnamed 
group of therapy dogs tasked 
with easing the anxiety of 
fl ying. The airport is looking 
to market this therapy dog 
team, but needs help choosing 
a name. If you go to www.
FlyPGD.com/Dog, you can 
vote on the best name. The 
options are Pup Brigade, 
Healing Hounds, K-9 Comfort 
Crew, Pawsitive Pups and 
Pawsome Pack. As of Thursday 
morning, PGD’s K-9 Comfort 
Crew is in the lead with 68% 
of the votes. The survey will 
close at midnight Sunday. 
The newly named therapy dog 
group will be introduced at 
the Charlotte County Chamber 
parade Dec. 14.
SUN FILE PHOTO BY ANNE EASKER
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STAFF REPORT

PUNTA GORDA —  A 
$6 million grant from 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration means Punta 
Gorda Airport gets to grow.

The grant was announced 
Friday as one of  dozens of  
others to airports around the 
country.

At Punta Gorda Airport 
(PGD), it means a new 
general aviation apron will 
be built on the north side of  
the airport.

Apron is another word 
for ramp or tarmac, which 
is a flat asphalt surface 
where planes park, PGD 
spokesperson Kaley Miller 
said.

The general aviation ramp 
is currently quite close to 
commercial flight operations. 
Most travelers probably 
won’t notice much of  a 
difference.

But for private pilots and 
flight schools, for example, 
these improvements will 
mean they won’t intermingle 
as much with commercial 
traveler traffic, Miller said.

The airport has been 
planning for commercial air 
traffic growth at its existing 
site, and will relocate general 
aviation activities to the 
largely undeveloped north 
side of  the property.

“The importance of  this 
grant is that it gives us the 
ability to expand the existing 
commercial area, with more 
room to park more Allegiant 
planes or air carriers in the 
future,” Miller said. 

Allegiant is currently 
the only major commercial 
carrier flying through PGD.

“These improvements are 
essential to pave the way 
for construction of  a new 
General Aviation Center 
and hangars, as well as 
attract new/expanded flight 
schools, avionics installation, 
aircraft maintenance, 
training programs and other 
economic development 
opportunities,” said airport 
CEO James W. Parish in a 
statement.

PG Airport 
gets grant 

to grow
$6 million from 

FAA for  

new general 

aviation area

PHOTO FROM PGD/SCOTT SORENSON

The Thunderbirds recently 
parked on the general 
aviation ramp just south of 
the commercial ramp for 
the Florida International Air 
Show.
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“B luff City Law” de-
buted in September 
on NBC and is a le-

gal drama set in Memphis, 
Tenn., addressing civil 
rights cases. The series 
is introducing Bluff City, 
so nicknamed for several 
bluffs along the Mississippi 
River, to a new audience. 
The city was one of  19 
travel destinations included 
in Frommer’s “Best Places 
to Go in 2019” list. Memphis 
is known for its barbecue, 
music, significance in the 
civil rights movement, and 
now, a television series. 
Following are tips for trav-
elers to save during their 
trip to Bluff City.

MEDITATION GARDEN 
AT GRACELAND

Elvis Presley purchased 
Graceland in March 1957 and 
paid $102,500 for the 13.8 acres 
and home. True blue fans will 
have a burning desire to visit 
the estate he lived in until his 
death in 1977. Touring the 
mansion is $41 while a guided 
tour of  the famous home, access 
to see the legend’s iconic pink 
Cadillac and signature jump-
suits, and personal Graceland 
archives show and tell session, 
is $174 with the Ultimate VIP 
tour.

For those minding the budget 
and looking for a glimpse of  the 
singer’s life, visit the Meditation 
Garden between 7:30 and 8:30 
each morning. The famed mu-
sical gates open free of  charge 
to visitors. Walk up Graceland’s 
driveway and admire the man-
sion from a distance and see the 
kidney-shaped swimming pool 
the beloved entertainer had 
installed in June 1957.

Pay respects in the 
Meditation Garden which 
includes gravestones of  Presley, 
his grandmother Minnie Mae 
Presley, and his parents, Gladys 
and Vernon Presley. A memori-
al for the performer’s stillborn 
twin, Jesse Garon, is in the 
gardens along with a fountain, 
and eternal flame. The Wall 
at Graceland’s entrance is an 
attraction, too. Messages left by 

MEMPHIS ON A BUDGET

JENNIFER A. HUBER

A visit to the Beale Street Entertainment District can be easy on the budget. This is the official 
Home of the Blues and music from three blocks of nightclubs and restaurants fill the street. Add in 
shopping and people watching and a stroll down Beale Street is a stand-alone attraction.

Plan your visit
WHAT TO DO 

IN MEMPHIS

Memphis Tourism: 
Find things to do, where 

to stay, and where to 

dine. 901-543-5333 and 

www.memphistravel.

com

Graceland:  
3734 Elvis Presley Blvd. 

901-332-3322 and

www.graceland.com

Bass Pro Shops at the 
Pyramid: 1 Bass Pro Dr.  

901-291-8200 and

stores.basspro.com

The Peabody 
Memphis: The Peabody 

Duck March is 11 a.m. 

and 5 p.m. Arrive at 

least 30 minutes early. 

If seated in the lobby, 

no standing during the 

march is permitted.  

149 Union Ave.  

901-529-4000 and

www.peabodymemphis.

com

Beale Street:  
203 Beale St., Suite 300.  

901-526-0115 and

www.bealestreet.com

Stax Museum of 
American Soul Music: 
$13 admission.  
926 E. McLemore Ave.  

staxmuseum.com

Sun Studio:  
$14 admission.  

706 Union Ave.  

901-521-0664 and

www.sunstudio.com

Memphis Rock ‘n’ 
Soul Museum: $13 

admission. 191 Beale 

St., Suite 100.  

901-205-2533 and

www.memphisrockn 

soul.org

Silky O’Sullivan’s:  
183 Beale St.  

901-522-9596 and

www.silkyosullivans.

com

Memphis Main 
Street Trolley: www.

matatransit.com

WHERE TO STAY

Staybridge Suites 
Memphis: Poplar Ave. 

East, 1070 Ridge Lake 

Blvd. 901-682-1722 and  

www.ihg.com

JENNIFER HUBER
Columnist

SEE MEMPHIS, 4D
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visitors from around the globe 
show how the King is always on 
their mind.

“Bluff City Law” wasn’t the 
only production here over 
the summer. The Hallmark 
Channel filmed “Christmas 
at Graceland: Home for the 
Holidays.” The movie debuted 
Nov. 23 and is one of  40 new 
holiday films for 2019 in the 
Hallmark franchise. It is also 
the third Hallmark movie 
filmed at Graceland in the last 
few years.

BASS PRO SHOPS AT THE PYRAMID
Memphis was founded in 

1819 by future U.S. president 
Andrew Jackson, Nashville 
judge John Overton, and 
former brigadier general James 
Winchester. They decided to 
name it for an ancient Egyptian 
city meaning “Place of  Good 
Abode.” Memphis is located 
on the Nile River and home to 
Egypt’s famous pyramids. Did 
the founders name Memphis 
because of  its location on the 
Mississippi River which could 
have made it a cultural and 
trade hub? Perhaps, but the 
history books are unclear on 
the reason.

During the 1950s, an artist 
thought Memphis needed three 
pyramids. More than three 
decades later, his son, Jon 
Brent Hartz, resurrected the 
concept and in 1991, the Great 
American Pyramid opened. 
Built of  steel and glass and 28 
stories tall, it initially served 
as home court for the NBA’s 
Memphis Grizzlies, University 
of  Memphis men’s basketball 
and as an entertainment venue. 
Over time, it was no longer 
suited for NBA play and even-
tually closed in 2004. Following 
lengthy negotiations with the 

City of  Memphis, Bass Pro 
Shops moved in after extensive 
renovations and opened in 2015.

Today, the Memphis Pyramid 
is home to Bass Pro at the 
Pyramid. Find the world’s 
tallest freestanding elevator, 
600,000 gallons of  water with 
more than 1,800 fish, alligator 
pools, archery and pistol 
ranges, duck aviaries, bowling 
alley, 103-room rustic-luxury 
hotel called Big Cypress Lodge, 
Ducks Unlimited Waterfowling 
Heritage Center, dining, and 
one of  the world’s largest 
collection of  hunting and 
waterfowl equipment. While 
there is a fee for some of  the 
experiences and shopping is 
encouraged, visitors are free to 
roam and explore the multi-lev-
el megastore including the 
exhibits in the Ducks Unlimited 
Waterfowling Heritage Center.

FAMOUS PEABODY DUCK MARCH
Absurd yet brilliant ideas are 

often inspired while sipping 
spirits. That is what happened 
in 1933 when the general man-
ager of  The Peabody Memphis 
returned from a duck hunting 
trip with a friend. Thinking it 
would be amusing, they placed 
live ducks in the hotel’s foun-
tain. The response was over-
whelmingly positive and began 
the Peabody tradition. In 1940, 
Edward Pembroke, an animal 
trainer, taught the ducks to 
march to and from the fountain. 
For 50 years, he served as the 
Peabody Duckmaster.

Today, visitors can watch the 
five North American mallards 
walk during the Peabody Duck 
March along the red carpet. At 
11 a.m., the duckmaster leads 
them from the elevator to the 
fountain, and at 5 p.m., they are 
led from the fountain, to the 
elevator, up to the rooftop, and 
to the comforts of  their $200,000 
Royal Duck Palace. Watching 
the march is free but arrive at 
least 30 minutes early to grab a 

seat and cocktail. Enjoy lunch 
or dinner at the hotel but you 
will not see duck on the menu. 
Since 1981, none of  the restau-
rant’s eateries have served it, 
including its French restaurant.

THE SOUNDS OF MEMPHIS
Memphis is Home of  the 

Blues and Birthplace of  
Rock and Roll. The city also 
is mentioned in more than 
1,000 recorded songs. Music is 
interwoven in the city’s culture 
and several museums celebrate 
its past, present, and future. 
Sun Studio is where an 18-year-
old Elvis recorded his first 
song. Johnny Cash, B.B. King, 
Roy Orbison and others also 
launched their musical careers 
at the legendary studio. Today, 
artists record in the studio 
during the evenings and by day, 
tours are available.

The exhibition at the 
Memphis Rock ‘n’ Soul 
Museum was curated by the 
Smithsonian Institution and 
shares the story of  those who 
overcame barriers to create 
influential music from the 

mid-20th century through to-
day. The interactive exhibits at 
the Stax Museum of  American 
Soul Music celebrate American 
soul music and specifically, the 
Stax sound. These and other 
museums charge an admission 
fee and are well worth it.

A visit to the Beale Street 
Entertainment District can be 
easy on the budget. This is the 
official Home of  the Blues and 
music from three blocks of  
nightclubs and restaurants fill 
the street. Add in shopping and 
people watching and a stroll 
down Beale Street is a stand-
alone attraction. For a nominal 
cover charge, stop in one of  the 
clubs to soak up the musical 
vibe and you may never know 
who’s on stage. Memphis native 
Justin Timberlake made a sur-
prise appearance at B.B. King’s 
Blues Club earlier in the year. 
Check out Silky O’Sullivan’s 
to mingle with the oftentimes 
beer-drinking goats in the 
open-air courtyard and listen 
to queen Barbara Blue belt out 
silky blues. Visit Handy Park 
and pay tribute to the Father of  

the Blues, William Christopher 
Handy. Snap a photo with the 
bronze statue of  Elvis between 
S. Main Street and S. Second
Street.

TRAVEL ECONOMICALLY
Parking in Memphis can put 

a dent in your travel budget, 
but there are options. Room 
rates for a downtown hotel are 
typically at a premium. Driving 
in and parking usually has a 
fee associated, even late in the 
evening. If  planning on visiting 
Sun Studio and Memphis 
Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum, hop 
on the complimentary Sun 
Studio Shuttle. It runs hourly 
beginning at 10:15 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m., seven days a week. 
Although free, gratuities are 
appreciated. Another option is 
hopping aboard the Main Street 
Trolley. It offers $1 one-way 
fares per rider. Or, stay at a 
hotel away from downtown but 
close enough to offer a compli-
mentary shuttle to downtown.

Allegiant Air began non-
stop service between Punta 
Gorda Airport and Memphis 
International Airport earlier in 
the month. Southwest Airlines 
offers nonstop service between 
Tampa International Airport 
and Memphis. American 
Airlines, Delta, Frontier 
Airlines, and United also offer 
air service to Memphis.

This Tennessee city on the 
Mississippi River has countless 
stories and songs to be heard. 
Some can be enjoyed on a tele-
vision screen or through a pair 
of  headphones. Others should 
be experienced by walking your 
blue suede shoes down Beale 
Street.

Jennifer Huber is the founder 
and voice behind the award- 
winning blog SoloTravelGirl.
com where she celebrates travel-
ing alone, not lonely.

MEMPHIS
FROM PAGE 1D

For those minding the budget and looking for a glimpse of Elvis Presley’s life, 
visit the Meditation Garden at Graceland between 7:30 and 8:30 each morning. 
The famed musical gates open free of charge to visitors. Walk up Graceland’s 
driveway and admire the mansion from a distance and see the kidney-shaped 
swimming pool the beloved entertainer had installed in June 1957.

Memphis native Justin Timberlake made a surprise appearance 
at B.B. King’s Blues Club earlier in the year. The club is one of 
many on Beale Street in Memphis.

Mallards enjoy themselves in the fountain at The Peabody hotel in Memphis 
as visitors take photos. In 1940, Edward Pembroke, an animal trainer, taught 
the ducks to march to and from the fountain. For 50 years, he served as the 
Peabody Duckmaster.

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER A. HUBER

While there is a fee for some of the experiences and shopping is encouraged at the Bass Pro Shops, visitors are free to roam and explore the multi-level 
megastore including the exhibits in the Ducks Unlimited Waterfowling Heritage Center.

clipper
Highlight



 
 

Tampa, Lakeland airports receive millions in transportation funds for 
expansion and rehabilitation 
 
By Veronica Brezina-Smith  – Reporter, Tampa Bay Business Journal 
Nov 25, 2019, 1:31pm EST 

 

 
 
A handful airports in Florida were recently named recipients of portions of a major U.S. grant and Tampa and Lakeland are 
on the list. 
 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao announced on Nov. 22 that the U.S. Department of Transportation will award 
$32.9 million in airport infrastructure grants to several Florida airports. 
 
“The robust economy is enabling more passengers to travel by air so this administration is investing billions of dollars in 
America’s airports which will address safer airport operations, fewer airport delays, and greater ease of travel for air 
travelers,” Chao said in a press release. 
 
Tampa International Airport will receive $6 million to fund airport terminal building improvements as its part of the airport's 
master plan. 
 
Meanwhile, Lakeland Linder International Airport is slated to receive $8.5 million to fund the rehabilitation of Runway 9-27. 
 
John Von Preysing, business manager at Lakeland Linder Regional Airport, previously said the project for rehab of Runway 
9-27 has a $27 million total and construction will start in December. 
 
Runway 9-27 is adjacent to Amazon’s (NASDAQ: AMZN) proposed $100 million facility. A rehab of that runway was part 
of Amazon's lease deal, along with adding fuel tanks and upgrading the landing systems. 
 
The $32.9 million for Florida airports also included Immokalee Regional, Gainesville Regional, Melbourne International, 
Punta Gorda and Northwest Florida Regional airports. The funding is part of a $485 million federal investment in America’s 
airports, according to a Federal Aviation Administration release. 
 
 
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2019/11/25/tampa-lakeland-airports-receive-millions-in.html 
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Punta Gorda Airport to see big changes with $6 million in grants 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration will allocate $6 million in grants to improve the Punta Gorda Airport with more 
flights and a new tarmac. 
 
The new tarmac will be built for general aviation planes. It will move the parking of private and charter planes to the 
north end of the airport. It makes room for more commercial planes. The move means more flights and destinations, 
plus potentially more airplanes flying into and out of the Punta Gorda. 
 
But some passengers said the money should be spent elsewhere, such as inside the terminal or adding covered jet 
bridges since all passengers have to walk outside to enter and exit the plane. 
 
“It was okay for us with good weather, said George Stringer, who is from Michigan. “But I can’t imagine when it’s 
raining.” 
 
“That is one of the ways we save a lot of money and we can pass on those savings to our customers to our passengers,” 
said Kaley Miller, marketing and communications manager for Punta Gorda Airport. 
 
Miller said while covered jet bridges are not the top priority, more changes are coming to the airport as part of its $200 
million expansion plan. 
 
“This first grant for $6 million is really just that first step in moving the general aviation activities, so commercial air 
service can grow,” Miller said. 
 
The award comes from the Federal Department of Transportation’s airport improvement program’s supplement 
appropriation. It is among the dozens of grants given to airports around the country. 
 
The airport predicts it will take around three years before passengers see any changes. Right now, only Allegiant 
Airlines fly into and out of the airport. Regardless, it will bring more visitors through the growing Punta Gorda Airport 
and bring more money into Southwest Florida. 
 
“I think it is always going to have a little bit of that quaint feel,” said Megan Mcbride, who lives in Cape Coral. 
 
 
https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/25/punta-gorda-airport-to-see-big-changes-with-6-million-in-grants/ 
 

https://www.winknews.com/2019/11/25/punta-gorda-airport-to-see-big-changes-with-6-million-in-grants/
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TODAY'S NEWS 
 
PGD AWARDED $6 MILLION FEDERAL GRANT 

The Charlotte County Airport Authority will be receiving $6 million in funding from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) for construction of a new general aviation (GA) apron on the north side of the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). As part 
of PGD’s Master Plan Update, management planned for continued commercial air traffic growth at its existing site, and 
resolved to relocate GA activities to the largely undeveloped north side of PGD’s property adjacent to runway 9-27 off 
Challenger Boulevard. The award is part of the Federal Department of Transportation’s Airport Improvement Program’s 
supplemental appropriation, which included dozens of grant announcements to airports around the country. 

mailto:newsletters@gulfshorelife.com
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=kRwkQlhxIb97PmmxgiF9aZPvOcby0PrUpsKDsdKOI44-3D_z3WcLeNXQx2Hv4NzD92H2y-2Fpq-2Bthj2jDD3eEiaw5t12f7zFWh-2BwESKDFmmkXjnPafPqdospRR3LDkChHLGsviPZAR9Czc3e5vomAwT-2FwHf3OHRKl2VTsO1L87aRhPbXAsBhuVA-2Beh-2Bx94gbG1Ffl08icQ-2FdTlYmXXnjmBJpRl4xMI7kONQG9cFiT-2BOjbQnXH8UAOKkQXK0qsa2Vc0tcjohIb-2B2cOUAn4FsaxLAQ37B0orn2HiaCeK8yCqZUiHpVliWomM3AFlljlazG2yryH-2FE3OLqzhF1YQYPEGrKXp-2BNjNMMi3k02iXbfKnA75LXeOZ-2FKFYl4yMcVIs3XETxXNkfryAIrpp9YcyFVgb5uv0qTn3zvj8HlOts-2FDYHUoxuS2g-2B95tJcAcFDBWScnKjLKMEqt-2F-2F5R6A6YRDPeNXhWika0D0tgGcTISOj9dslmbogf
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The Punta Gorda 
Airport was host to 
the annual Florida 
International Air Show.

The 
event 
brought in 
thousands 
of  specta-
tors who 
watched 
in amaze-
ment as 
pilots 
performed 
unbe-
lievable 

maneuvers in the air.
People sat in rapt atten-

tion as the Thunderbirds 
closed out the show 
with death-defying, 
close formation flying. 
I watched in delight as 
one of  the Thunderbirds 
rose straight up into the 
sky, and another flew 
right over my head with a 
thundering roar.

I was thoroughly de-
lighted in the sights and 
sounds of  this thrilling 
air show.

As good as all of  those 
pilots were, performing 
over the Southwest 
Florida skies on those 
three days, there will one 
day be an even greater air 
show.

One day Jesus Christ 
is going to return for His 
church in the air. The 
Bible tells us that this 
event will take place in a 
moment, in the twinkling 
of  an eye. Those who have 
died trusting Christ will 
rise first; then those who 
are still alive at Christ’s 
return will join them as 
we meet the Lord in the 
air. The greatest air show 
of  all time is called the 
rapture.

The Bible also tells us 
that there will be three 
distinct sounds associated 
with the rapture of  the 
church. There will be the 
shout of  the Lord, the 
trumpet call of  God, and 
the voice of  the archan-
gel. The rapture of  the 
church, history’s greatest 
air show is described for 
us in 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 and also in 1 
Corinthians 15:51-53.

Even greater than 
watching an air show 
is being a part of  it. 
However, being a pilot of  
this caliber takes rigor-
ous training and only a 
handful of  the very elite 
qualify to perform at an 
air show. To be a partic-
ipant in the rapture has 
only one qualification: 
Faith in Christ qualifies 
you to be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air 
and to spend the rest of  
eternity with Him.

Have you put your trust 
in Christ alone to save 
you from your sins? Are 
you ready for the greatest 
air show of  all time?

He’s coming soon, don’t 
be left behind.

Pastor Jim Stultz is 
from Peace River Baptist 
Church.

The 
greatest 

of air 
shows

REV. JIM 
STULTZ
Pastor
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Avflight to Provide Ground Handling for Nonstop Allegiant Flights 
from Traverse City 
 
Avflight Traverse City currently serves as the sole FBO at KTVC providing passengers and flight operators 
with ground handling, fuel service, light aircraft maintenance, hangar space and additional ground support. 
 
AvFlight NOVEMBER 4, 2019 
 
Avflight Traverse City will provide ground handling for new Allegiant routes from Cherry Capital City Airport (KTVC) 
in northern Michigan to St. Pete-Clearwater/Tampa; Orlando-Sanford; and Punta Gorda/Fort Myers, Florida, with a 
Phoenix-Mesa, Arizona route commencing Nov. 13, 2019. 
 
This venture satisfies a long-standing demand for more direct and economical options to south Florida and Phoenix for 
vacationers and retirees. While Traverse City remains the largest city in northern Michigan and is increasingly referred 
to as “the new Naples, Florida” for millenials, northern Michigan at large has experienced rapid growth in popularity as 
a four-season tourist destination. 
 
“The Cherry Capital Airport (KTVC) is a vital transportation and economic asset to the region and Avflight is deeply 
committed to supporting its success. Passengers will enjoy new lower-cost flight options, shorter airport drive times, 
heightened and more expeditious service, streamlined check-in and boarding processes and less- crowded facilities.” Joe 
Meszaros, Avflight’s VP of Operations. 
 
Avflight Traverse City currently serves as the sole Fixed Base Operator (FBO) at KTVC providing passengers and 
flight operators with professional ground handling, fuel service, light aircraft maintenance, hangar space, anticipatory 
concierge support, transportation and more in well-appointed facilities. Avflight Traverse City will be providing all 
ground operations for Allegiant's new routes. Avflight hired and comprehensively trained several new staff members to 
support the additional flight operations. 
 
Allegiant’s new Florida routes are currently operational and serve the following specific airports: St.Peter-Clearwater 
International Airport (PIE), Orlando-Sanford International Airport (SFB), and Punta Gorda Airport (KPGD). Service to 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (KAZA) will commence Nov. 13, 2019. 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/ground-handling/ground-handlers-service-providers/ramp-services/press-release/21113070/avflight-avflight-to-
provide-ground-handling-for-nonstop-allegiant-flights-from-traverse-city 

https://www.aviationpros.com/ground-handling/ground-handlers-service-providers/ramp-services/press-release/21113070/avflight-avflight-to-provide-ground-handling-for-nonstop-allegiant-flights-from-traverse-city
https://www.aviationpros.com/ground-handling/ground-handlers-service-providers/ramp-services/press-release/21113070/avflight-avflight-to-provide-ground-handling-for-nonstop-allegiant-flights-from-traverse-city


 
ELM Airport prepares for holiday travel 
 
Friday, November 8th 2019, 10:08 PM EST by Ashley Cafaro 
 

 
 
BIG FLATS, N.Y. (WENY) - Thanksgiving is considered one of the busiest travel holidays of the year.  
 
Millions of Americans plan on hitting the road or catching a flight. According to a CNN article from 2018, "A record of 30.6 
million passengers will travel on US airlines during the Thanksgiving holiday." The Elmira Corning Regional Airport says 
because of this, they have been preparing and have some tips for those who plan on traveling this holiday season. 
 
"One of the things we really encourage folks to do, especially on the Allegiant flights, but really all of them, is make sure that 
you get through the screening process quickly. So make sure that you have all the metal out of your pockets, have your 
boarding pass ready to go, and your photo ID ready to go," says Tom Freeman, the Director of Aviation for the Elmira 
Corning Regional Airport.  
 
The airport's new parking lot is also now open. According to Freeman, the new parking lot holds 175 cars, adding about a 25 
percent capacity to the 650 car lot that the airport already has, which is long-term and short-term.  
 
"TSA recently opened up a TSA PreCheck, which is a real nice addition. So if you have TSA PreCheck there's a separate 
lane that you can get through and a little bit of expedited screening," says Freeman.  
 
Freeman says because of this, you're able to keep your shoes on and go through the metal detectors rather than the scanners, 
making the process a little quicker. Allegiant Air is also adding a new flight starting next week to Punta Gorda, Florida. The 
Airport encourages anyone who plans on flying this holiday season to get to the airport two hours before their flight. 
 
Along with keeping some of the airport's holiday travel tips in mind, you can also check out the TSA website for a full travel 
checklist.  
 
 
https://www.weny.com/story/41296850/elm-airport-prepares-for-holiday-travel 

https://www.weny.com/story/41296850/elm-airport-prepares-for-holiday-travel


 
 

Allegiant Announces Five New Routes With One-Way Fares As Low As $55* 
 
PR Newswire November 12, 2019 
 
The airline continues its growth in premier destinations with new routes to Florida and Tennessee 
 
LAS VEGAS, Nov. 12, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- Allegiant (ALGT) today announces five new nonstop routes, including two 
new routes to the Gulf Coast and three new routes to Nashville. To celebrate this expansion, the company is offering one-way 
fares on the new routes as low as $55.*  

 
 

"We're excited to continue the phenomenal growth of 2019 by adding five new route options to the Allegiant network," said 
Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. "We know customers will love having new nonstop travel 
options out of their hometown airports to fun destinations just in time for spring break and summer vacations." 
 
Three new seasonal routes to Nashville International Airport (BNA): 
 

• Des Moines, Iowa via Des Moines International Airport (DSM) – beginning Feb. 13, 2020 with one-way fares as 
low as $55.* 

• Gulfport, Mississippi via Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport (GPT) – beginning Feb. 15, 2020 with one-way fares 
as low as $55.* 

• Appleton, Wisconsin via Appleton International Airport (ATW) – beginning Feb. 14, 2020 with one-way fares as 
low as $55.* 

 
One new seasonal route to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD): 
 

• Richmond, Virginia via Richmond International Airport (ATW) – beginning Feb. 13, 2020 with one-way fares as 
low as $65.* 

 
One new seasonal route to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ): 
 

• Allentown, Pennsylvania via Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE) – beginning Feb. 13, 2020 with one-way 
fares as low as $65.* 

 
The new nonstop routes will operate twice weekly. Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found only at 
Allegiant.com. 
 
*About the introductory one-way fares: 
Seats and dates are limited and fares are not available on all flights. Flights must be purchased by Nov. 13, 2019 for travel by 
Aug. 15, 2020. Price displayed includes taxes, carrier charges & government fees. Fare rules, routes and schedules are subject 
to change without notice. Optional baggage charges and additional restrictions may apply. For more details, optional services 
and baggage fees, please visit Allegiant.com. 
 
Allegiant Travel Company  
Las Vegas-based Allegiant (ALGT) is an integrated travel company with an airline at its heart, focused on connecting 
customers with premier leisure experiences - from vacations to hometown family entertainment. Since 1999, Allegiant Air 
has linked travelers in small-to-medium cities to world-class vacation destinations with all-nonstop flights and industry-low 
average fares. Today, Allegiant serves more than 450 routes across the country, with base airfares less than half the cost of 
the average domestic roundtrip ticket. Allegiant's Sunseeker Resorts subsidiary is currently under construction with its 
inaugural resort property, Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor in Southwest Florida - a unique waterside integrated resort like 
no other. And a growing group of Allegiant Nonstop family entertainment centers offer state-of-the art indoor games and 
attractions to thrill seekers of all ages. For more information, visit us at Allegiant.com.  
 
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/allegiant-announces-five-routes-one-050100619.html 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/allegiant-announces-five-routes-one-050100619.html


 
 
AeroGuard Flight Training Center Expands Into Florida, Opening New Punta Gorda Flight School 
 
NOVEMBER 13, 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
The Florida team and their students celebrate the opening of AeroGuard's newest campus. Pictured 
from left to right are: Nik Kaszuba, Max Silva, Debbie Ederer, Mark Pysher, Pierre Cieciorko, 
Sydney Zhang AEROGUARD 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AeroGuard Flight Training Center, headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona, announces the opening of its 5th campus, 
located at the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, Florida. For AeroGuard, this marks its first campus on the 
East Coast with other locations in Riverside, CA, Austin, TX, Chandler, AZ and Phoenix, AZ. 
 
AeroGuard’s core mission is to help young men and women create better futures for themselves through a career as 
commercial airline pilots. The industry projections show that over 790,000 new pilots will be needed over the next 20 
years, putting AeroGuard students on a path toward one of the most in-demand careers in the world. 
 
Regarded as one of the premier flight schools in the nation, AeroGuard FTC offers career-focused accelerated pilot 
training curriculum for cadets looking to jumpstart their careers as commercial airline pilots, no experience required. 
 
The carefully optimized curriculum taught at AeroGuard’s various locations, including the newly implemented Punta 
Gorda Flight School, can help students launch their careers at a regional airline in about 2 years from starting the 
program. 
 
From AeroGuard CEO Joel Davidson: 
 
“The launch of our new flight school at the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County, Florida, is an exciting moment 
for AeroGuard Flight Training Center. To date, AeroGuard has been rooted in the Southwest of the country, where we 
have campuses across Arizona, California and Texas. Now, the success of these campuses has put us in a position 
where we can confidently expand to Florida and the East Coast. 
 
"High-quality, safe, career-track flight training has the potential to change lives. Our new campus in Punta Gorda 
gives us an incredible opportunity to reach new cadets, helping them to create their own bright futures, while we work 
hard to meet the rising global demand for highly trained pilots.” 
 
AeroGuard’s premier Pilot Pathway Program is offered in partnership with SkyWest Airlines to provide students with 
a direct path from flight school to employment as a commercial airline pilot. 
 
The training center offers an all-inclusive tuition model and reimbursement packages with SkyWest Airlines. With its 
accelerated curriculum, high safety standards and student support programs, AeroGuard has become a top option for 
individuals looking to begin a career in aviation. 
 
Individuals interested in learning more about starting a career in aviation and enrolling at AeroGuard can visit 
flyaeroguard.com and connect with an enrollment advisor for more information. 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/flight-training/press-release/21114368/aeroguard-flight-training-center-expands-into-florida-
opening-new-punta-gorda-flight-school 

https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/flight-training/press-release/21114368/aeroguard-flight-training-center-expands-into-florida-opening-new-punta-gorda-flight-school
https://www.aviationpros.com/education-training/flight-training/press-release/21114368/aeroguard-flight-training-center-expands-into-florida-opening-new-punta-gorda-flight-school


 
 
Allegiant Adds NewFlights at Sarasota-Bradenton and Punta Gorda Airports 
 
LAURA FINALDI NOVEMBER 13, 2019 SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE, FLA. (TNS) 
 
Nonstop service between Sarasota-Bradenton and Allentown, Pennsylvania begins in February, the latest in a series of 
direct flights to the Philadelphia/New Jersey area from the local airport. 
 
The twice-weekly seasonal flights on Allegiant Air to Lehigh Valley International Airport are scheduled to begin Feb. 
13. At takeoff, it'll be the 21st route Allegiant offers at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport. 
 
The airline also announced nonstop seasonal service between Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County and Richmond 
International Airport in Richmond, Virginia, also beginning Feb. 13 and running twice a week. For both the Richmond 
and Allentown flights, Allegiant is offering introductory fares of as low as $65. 
 
Richmond will be the second Virginia destination for Punta Gorda Airport, which currently offers service to Norfolk 
via Allegiant. The flight is expected to bring an additional 15,000 travelers to Charlotte County, according to the 
airport. 
 
"We have at least 1,600 property owners in Charlotte County that have a mailing address in Virginia — a second 
property," airport marketing and communications manager Kaley Miller said. "Now we have Norfolk and Richmond, 
which is great for us." 
 
At Sarasota-Bradenton, the Allentown flight will join existing flights to Philadelphia on Frontier Airlines and 
American Airlines, a flight to Harrisburg via Allegiant, a flight to Trenton, New Jersey, on Frontier and a flight to 
Newark, New Jersey, on United Airlines. 
 
Allegiant launched at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport in April 2018 with three destinations. Rick Piccolo, the 
airport's president and CEO, said that the airline saw an opportunity with the Allentown area, which is about 60 miles 
from Philadelphia and 90 miles from New York City. 
 
"American and Frontier added Philadelphia over the last year, and that's been a very strong performing city. A couple 
of years ago it was our number one bleed market," Piccolo said. "There's a high demand in that greater area, and I 
think Allegiant saw an opportunity." 
 
The demographics of an Allentown traveler are similar to people from Philadelphia, said Elliott Falcione, executive 
director of the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau — and those demographics are right in line with the 
travelers typically targeted by the Manatee County visitors bureau. 
 
"It's showing there's a lot of population there that appeals to a destination like ours. There's nothing better than to fly 
from one convenient airport to our country club airport in Sarasota-Bradenton," Falcione said. 
 
Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said that there's already a solid knowledge of the Sarasota area in 
greater Philadelphia because of the county's partnership with the Baltimore Orioles. The baseball team recently 
celebrated its 10th spring training season at Sarasota's Ed Smith Stadium. 
 
Visit Sarasota County gets $1 million a year from the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network to advertise the area as a beach 
destination throughout the year. 
 
"When we do events with the O's, it always amazes me how many people are from Pennsylvania," Haley said. 
 
The flight will also be useful for the large Amish and Mennonite communities in Sarasota, she said. 
 
"It's going to be a very successful flight," Haley said. 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21114248/allegiant-adds-newflights-at-sarasotabradenton-and-punta-gorda-airports 

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/news/21114248/allegiant-adds-newflights-at-sarasotabradenton-and-punta-gorda-airports


 
 

 
 
By Denise Bay, on Nov 13 2019 
 
Travelers looking to snag some flight deals, rejoice! Allegiant Air is currently running introductory fares from as low as $55 
each way for its newly added routes to Florida and Tennessee. The carrier has just announced five new seasonal routes, 
including three new ones to Nashville and two new ones to the Gulf Coast. 
 
The newly announced seasonal routes are aimed at spring break travelers as well as summer holidaymakers. Allegiant Air has 
announced these routes will run twice weekly. 
 
Those who are interested in snapping up the introductory fares can do so by by 11:59 p.m. PST November 13, 2019 for travel 
through August 17, 2020. Keep in mind dates and seats are limited, and the introductory fares are available on select flights. 
Also, restrictions and optional baggage and services charges may apply. The Las Vegas-based discount carrier charges extra 
for things like soft drinks and snacks, advance seat selection, checked bags allowance and carry-on bags. 
 
Here's a quick look at the newly added seasonal routes: 
 
Allegiant Air will operate three new seasonal routes between Nashville International Airport (BNA) and Des Moines, Iowa 
via Des Moines International Airport (DSM); Gulfport, Mississippi via Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport (GPT); and 
Appleton, Wisconsin via Appleton International Airport (ATW). The above-mentioned routes will begin on February 13, 12 
and 14, 2020 respectively. For those who haven't heard, Allegiant Air recently announced plans to make Nashville 
International Airport its 19th aircraft base. 
 
Allegiant Air will operate one new seasonal route between Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) and Richmond, Virginia via 
Richmond International Airport (RIC). This route is set to commence on February 13, 2020. 
 
Allegiant Air will operate one new seasonal route between Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) and Allentown, 
Pennsylvania via Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE). This route is also set to debut on February 13, 2020. 
 
 
 
https://news.get.com/allegiant-adds-5-new-routes-growing-network/ 
 

http://ir.allegiantair.com/news-releases/news-release-details/allegiant-announces-five-new-routes-one-way-fares-low-55-0
https://news.get.com/allegiant-set-base-nashville-airport/
https://news.get.com/allegiant-adds-5-new-routes-growing-network/


 
 
 
Dayton to Punta Gorda flight to relaunch Thursday 
 
Nov 13, 2019 By Holly Shively, Staff Writer 
 
Allegiant’s recently halted Punta Gorda/Fort Myers flight will return to the Dayton International Airport Thursday. 
 
Allegiant Air, which previously operated year-round service from Dayton to three Florida cities, dropped back its service to 
seasonal on all three routes in April. That decision means Dayton’s airport has no full-year, low-cost flights after the 
departure of Southwest two years ago. 
 
Starting Thursday the seasonal hiatus will come to an end, running every Thursday and Sunday through August. 
 
“We are very glad to see the Allegiant flight resume service just in time to give our travelers a quick, warm, and affordable 
break in the Florida sunshine,” said Gil Turner, Dayton International Airport Interim Director. 
 
Allegiant’s business model relies on seasonal flights to cater to leisure travelers and fly when the demand is high. 
 
Flights are seasonal in many other markets as well. 
 
Allegiant Air will resume seasonal flights to Orlando/Sanford and Tampa/St. Petersburg in February. All three of the nonstop 
flights will operate twice weekly until their next scheduled hiatus in August. 
 
 
https://www.daytondailynews.com/business/dayton-punta-gorda-flight-relaunch-thursday/UxDdBv3MKQLuAMBqpOW1QN/ 
 
 

https://www.daytondailynews.com/business/dayton-punta-gorda-flight-relaunch-thursday/UxDdBv3MKQLuAMBqpOW1QN/


 
 

Allegiant launches new nonstop service between Memphis & Punta Gorda, FL 
 

 
 
Posted: Nov 15, 2019 / 09:50 AM CST 
 
(MEMPHIS AIRPORT NEWS RELEASE) – Allegiant has launched its new nonstop service between Memphis International 
Airport (MEM) and Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). The flight will run twice weekly on Friday and Monday through April 30 
and will then return for the summer on May 22. 
 
Tickets are on sale at www.allegiant.com.  
 
This flight addition brings MEM’s total number of destinations to 35. 
 

 
 
Allegiant now offers nonstop service to nine destinations at MEM, with Punta Gorda joining Austin, Destin-Ft. Walton, Fort 
Lauderdale, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Orlando/Sanford, Phoenix-Mesa, and St. Pete-Clearwater. Allegiant began operations 
at MEM in May 2015. 
 
“We are thrilled to grow again in Memphis and to offer travelers a new, nonstop option for travel to Punta Gorda,” said Drew 
Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. “With service starting just in time for a winter getaway, we know 
local travelers will love our convenient, affordable service to beautiful southwest Florida, while Punta Gorda-area travelers 
will love the sound of blues and the taste of famed Memphis barbeque.” 
 
“We are very excited to see Allegiant continue to expand its Memphis service,” said Pace Cooper, Chairman of the Board of 
Commissioners for the Memphis-Shelby County Airport Authority. “This new route to Punta Gorda provides passengers with 
yet another popular leisure destination and adds a nonstop option to the west coast of Florida. Allegiant now offers flights to 
nine different destinations from MEM!” 
 
For more information about these and other flights, visit http://www.flymemphis.com/flights 
 
 
https://www.localmemphis.com/news/local-biz/allegiant-launches-new-nonstop-service-between-memphis-punta-gorda-fl/ 

http://www.flymemphis.com/flights
https://www.localmemphis.com/news/local-biz/allegiant-launches-new-nonstop-service-between-memphis-punta-gorda-fl/


 
 
Allegiant offers nonstop service to Florida airport for as cheap as $47 one way 
 

 
 
by: Sarah Fearing  
Posted: Nov 15, 2019 / 09:01 PM EST 

 
NORFOLK, Va. (WAVY) — Allegiant airlines has announced new flights out of Norfolk — this time nonstop to 
Punta Gorda Airport in Florida. 
 
The new nonstop service will cost as low as $47 each way, the airline announced in a news release. 
 
The new seasonal service will operate two times a week. 
 
“We’re really excited to grow yet again in Norfolk and to offer travelers a new, nonstop option for travel to Punta 
Gorda,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue. “This service starts just in time for a 
winter getaway to the beautiful coastlines and year-round sunshine southwest Florida has to offer.” 
 
 
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/norfolk/allegiant-offers-nonstop-service-to-florida-airport-for-as-cheap-as-47-one-way/ 

https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/norfolk/allegiant-offers-nonstop-service-to-florida-airport-for-as-cheap-as-47-one-way/


 
 

 
AeroGuard opens new flight school in Florida 
 
BY Staff Writer - November 15, 2019 
 
Arizona-based flight training center AeroGuard has announced it has opened its 5th campus, located at the Punta Gorda 
Airport in Charlotte County, Florida, the company said. 
 
For AeroGuard, this marks its first campus on the East Coast with other locations in Riverside, CA, Austin, TX, Chandler, 
AZ and Phoenix, AZ. 
 
AeroGuard´s core mission is to help young men and women create better futures for themselves through a career as 
commercial airline pilots. The industry projections show that over 790,000 new pilots will be needed over the next 20 years, 
putting AeroGuard students on a path toward one of the most in-demand careers in the world. 
 
AeroGuard FTC offers career-focused accelerated pilot training curriculum for cadets looking to jumpstart their careers as 
commercial airline pilots, no experience required. 
 
AeroGuard Flight Training Center is one of the country´s most successful flight schools, offering accelerated commercial 
pilot training to candidates from all over the world. With a commitment to safety and student success, AeroGuard has a 
proven track record of training airline-ready pilots, with over 1 million flight hours of training experience and graduating 
over 6,000 cadets. 
 
 
https://financial-news.co.uk/aeroguard-opens-new-flight-school-in-florida-2019111509/ 
 
 
 

https://financial-news.co.uk/aeroguard-opens-new-flight-school-in-florida-2019111509/


 
 
UPDATE: NTSB releases new details on deadly Halloween plane crash in Ocala 
 

 
By WCJB Staff | Posted: Mon 6:26 PM, Nov 18, 2019 
 
OCALA, Fla. (WCJB) - 
New details continue to emerge as the National Transportation Safety Board or NTSB continues to look into the deadly plane 
crash that took place in Ocala on Halloween. 
 
The NTSB report says Peter Morrow was on a multi-leg trip from the Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County to California 
when he discovered a problem with the fuel gauge and stopped at the Ocala International Airport. 
 
Morrow, who had more than 7,600 hours of flight experience, went with mechanic Christopher Belcher for a test flight. 
 
An air-traffic controller said the plane was flying low and, as they returned to the airport, the plane nose-dived onto State 
Road 200 and hit two vehicles. 
 
Both Morrow and Belcher died in the crash. 
 
The airplane remains with the NTSB for additional examination. 
 
 
https://www.wcjb.com/content/news/UPDATE-NTSB-releases-new-details-on-deadly-Halloween-plane-crash-in-Ocala-565119372.html 
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News 
 
Allegiant Air to open Des Moines base in 2Q20 
 

 
 
19.11.2019 - 03:14 UTC 
 
Allegiant Air (G4, Las Vegas McCarran) has announced that it will open a base, in Des Moines, Iowa, with the operation 
scheduled to commence on May 14, 2020. 
 
The ultra-low-cost carrier (ULCC) will base two A320-200s at Iowa state's capital city airport, which it said represents a USD50 
million investment. 
 
"For Allegiant to select Des Moines International Airport as a base is a historic day for Des Moines, our airport and the two-and-a-
half million passengers who fly through our city each year," Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie said. "The financial investment and 
well-paying jobs this brings to our community is significant and most appreciated. And to those flight crews and ground personnel 
who will be our new neighbours, we say thank you for flying Allegiant and welcome to Des Moines." 
 
"In many ways, today's announcement is the culmination of a more than 15-year relationship between Allegiant and Des Moines 
International Airport, where we've steadily grown our operation to meet increasing demand," said Keith Hansen, Allegiant's Vice 
President of Government Affairs. "Having locally-based aircraft and crews will open up a wide range of options for new service 
and more flights throughout the day. We're excited to bring more opportunities for affordable, convenient travel, and expand 
Allegiant's presence as a hometown airline for Hawkeye state residents." 
 
Allegiant began service to Des Moines in 2003. According to the ch-aviation schedules module, the ULCC currently flies to six 
domestic destinations from the Iowa airport, namely Las Vegas McCarran (5x weekly), Orlando Sanford (4x weekly), Phoenix 
Williams Gateway (3x weekly), Punta Gorda, FL (3x weekly), Sarasota/Bradenton (2x weekly) and St. Petersburg/Clearwater (3x 
weekly). These will be joined in May 2020 by a 2x weekly service to Destin-Fort Walton Beach and a 4x weekly sector to Los 
Angeles Int'l. 
 
In making the base announcement, the airline said that in 2018 it carried more than 232,000 annual passengers through Des 
Moines, and is on track to eclipse that number in 2019. 
 
The ULCC recently announced that it was withdrawing its planned operations to Fort Collins, due to commence on November 21, 
due to the lack of a fully compliant air control tower at the northern Colorado regional airport. 
 
 
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/83506-allegiant-air-to-open-des-moines-base-in-2q20 
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PGD Wins Statewide Recognition for Marketing 
 
NOVEMBER 21, 2019 
 
 

 
 
The Charlotte County Airport Authority is proud to announce statewide recognition for Punta Gorda Airport’s public 
relations and marketing efforts in collaboration with its agency partner, Gravina, Smith, Matte & Arnold Marketing and 
Public Relations (GSMA). 
 
Tuesday night, during the 19th Annual Flagler Awards at the Florida Tourism Forum, Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) won a 
Bronze Award for Creativity in Public Relations for its Destination Spotlights campaign. 
 
PGD serves as a vital tourism channel for Southwest Florida residents to use and enjoy for convenient, low-cost, 
nonstop transportation to 45+ destinations throughout the U.S. 
 
Each Destination Spotlight offers an insider’s look at things to do, see and experience at that destination, all available 
through a convenient, low-cost, nonstop Allegiant flight out of PGD. Through social media and website posts to share 
the Destination Spotlights, the campaign successfully improved PGD brand awareness, expanded its online audience 
and increased traffic to the PGD BUZZ blog. 
 
GSMA’s Associate Partner Jennifer Hamilton worked closely with PGD on creating a campaign that would brand the 
airport and integrate with its larger marketing strategy. “A crucial part of our efforts was creating and sharing original 
content that would be informative and useful for Southwest Florida residents,” said Hamilton. “In turn, this reinforced 
the airport’s presence within the region as a low-cost gateway to destinations all around the country.” 
 
“As part of this campaign effort, we also strived to cultivate strong relationships with other destination marketing 
groups, with the ultimate goal of promoting tourism for Florida and travel between airports,” said PGD’s Marketing & 
Communications Manager Kaley Miller. 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21115544/charlotte-county-airport-authority-pgd-wins-statewide-recognition-for-marketing 
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Allegiant starts Flint-to-Sarasota flights with one-way fares as low as $55 
 
Posted Nov 22, 2019 
By Ron Fonger 
 
 

 
An Allegiant jet is shown after landing at Flint Bishop Airport. 

 
FLINT, MI -- Allegiant airline’s first flight flight from Flint to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport takes 
off on Sunday, Nov. 24, and the airline is selling future one-way tickets on the new route for as little as $55 
before fees and taxes. 
 
Allegiant is Bishop Airport’s top carrier with flights to five destinations, including Sarasota, which the airport 
said will operate on Thursdays and Sundays until April 12. 
 
The airline and the airport announced the new service in August. 
 
Sunday’s first departure is scheduled to leave Flint at 11:31 a.m. and arrive in Florida at 2:17 p.m., the airport 
said in a news release promoting the new route. 
 
In addition to Sarasota, Allegiant flies from Flint to the Florida airports in Punta Gorda, Orlando/Sanford, Fort 
Lauderdale, and Tampa/St. Petersburg. 
 
 
https://www.mlive.com/news/flint/2019/11/allegiant-starts-flint-to-sarasota-flights-with-one-way-fares-as-low-as-55.html 

http://connect.mlive.com/staff/jmcguire1/posts.html
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PGD Awarded $6 Million Federal Grant 
 
Charlotte County Airport Authority NOVEMBER 25, 2019 
 
The Charlotte County Airport Authority will be receiving $6 million in funding from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) for construction of a new general aviation (GA) apron on the north side of the Punta Gorda 
Airport (PGD). 
 
Airport officials were notified by the Office of U.S. Senator Marco Rubio on Thursday that the funding announcement 
from U.S. FDOT was imminent. “We were thrilled to receive notification of this award, and for the ongoing support of 
Congressman Steube and Senator Rick Scott,” said Robert Hancik, Charlotte County Airport Authority Commissioner. 
“This will inject the necessary funds to jump-start our expanded GA infrastructure and aviation-related economic 
development projects.” 
 
As part of PGD’s Master Plan Update, management planned for continued commercial air traffic growth at its existing 
site, and resolved to relocate GA activities to the largely undeveloped north side of PGD’s property adjacent to runway 
9-27 off Challenger Boulevard. 
 
“Constructing this new GA apron, along with extending the existing taxiway and existing taxilane, are the foundations 
of the North Airside Development Area,” said airport CEO James W. Parish. “These improvements are essential to pave 
the way for construction of a new General Aviation Center and hangars, as well as attract new/expanded flight schools, 
avionics installation, aircraft maintenance, training programs and other economic development opportunities.” 
 
The award is part of the Federal Department of Transportation’s Airport Improvement Program’s supplemental 
appropriation, which included dozens of grant announcements to airports around the country. Today, U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said in their official announcement, “The robust economy is enabling more 
passengers to travel by air so this Administration is investing billions of dollars in America’s airports which will address 
safer operations, fewer airport delays, and greater ease of travel for air travelers.” 
 
 
https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/press-release/21115940/charlotte-county-airport-authority-pgd-awarded-6-million-federal-grant 
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