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rowth is a popular conversaG
lion topic almost everywhere
in Florida. But in Lee County,
it's not just something to
talk about. It's something
taking place in almost every
corner of the county.
U.S. Census Bureau estimates
released in April 2019 ranked
the county's Cape Coral-Fort
Myers metro area No. 7 in
the nation for top metropolitan
areas in percentage growth
from 2010 to 2018. Over that
period of time, the metro area
grew 22%, increasing from
a population of 618,754 in
2010 to 754,610 in 2018.
Fort Myers was also named
the fastest-growing city in the
United States by WalletHub
in 2018, and the Cape
Coral-Fort Myers metro area
topped Forbes' list of fastestgrowing U.S. cities in 2017.
And there's no slowdown in
sight: Lee County is projected
to hit 1 million people in the
next eight to 15 years.
W hat's driving that growth?
In Fort Myers, it's things like
the well-planned revitalizalion of the city's historic River
District, which is causing a
ripple effect in other sections
of the city like Midtown that
are earmarked as community
redevelopment districts .
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"We're excited about
Midtown and what can
happen there," says Michele
Hylton-Terry, executive director
of the Fort Myers Community
Redevelopment Agency. An
official vision plan for Midtown
adopted in 2018 includes
goals like the development of
attainable housing and Class A
office space and a reimagining
of the City of Palms Park (the
onetime spring training home
of the Boston Red Sox).
With a population of about
200,000 , Cape Coral ranks as
the eighth-largest city in Florida
and still has a lot of room for
growth. "Cape Coral has huge
potential," says Dan Creighton,
founder of Creighton
Construction & Development,
which works throughout
Florida and in several other
states and is in the midst of
a project that will bring a
Lucky's Market to the city.
"Lee County is a good place
for companies to be based,
and for waterfront property it
offers some of the best values
in the state of Florida. We've
recruited a lot of workers here
because it's a nice place to
live and an affordable place.
It's an amazing lifestyle."
Infill development oppor!unities abound throughout
Cape Coral's 120 square
miles. Class A office space
is needed in the city, which
hopes to recruit tech firms and

professional or back-office
types of companies. Corporate
campuses and other clustered
developments are the ideal
in this geographically large
city, and sites in varying
stages of planning and
development include Bimini
Basin and Seven Islands,
both of which are earmarked
for mixed-use projects.
North Fort Myers is another
area of Lee County prime for
development. "There are some
underperforming commercial
properties there that we're
working with the owners to
activate," says John Talmage,
director of the Lee County
Economic Development Office.
"And once that happens, we
will really have the ability to
grow there. It will spur a lot
of new types of investments,
including workforce housing
that will support the growth
we're seeing in the cities of
Fort Myers and Cape Coral."
Dubbed America's first
solar-powered town, the environmentally focused Babcock
Ranch development is partially
located in Lee County. Six
million square feet of office and
commercial space is planned
for the new community located
about 15 miles northeast of
downtown Fort Myers, and
developers expect that likeminded businesses interested in
sustainability will be attracted
to that available space.
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"We're working with
several companies looking
to move their headquarters
into Babcock Ranch," says
Syd Kitson, CEO/chairman
of Kitson & Partners, the
developer of Babcock Ranch.
"What companies are
realizing is this is a great
location right in between
two airports [Lee County's
Southwest Florida International
Airport and Punta Gorda
Airport in Charlotte County].
And within Babcock Ranch
we have a full stratification
of pricing and products
for their employees, who
con buy a home for under
$200,000 or over $1 million
and everything in between."
In southern Lee County, the
communities of Estero and
Bonita Springs are seeing both
residential and commercial
activity. "We have some really
exciting things happening
in the Alico Corridor [along
Alico Road], with lots of
new projects going up to
support Southwest Florida
International Airport and
a lot of available land for
future projects," says Tiffany
Esposito, executive director
of the South Lee Economic
Dev·elopment Council.
Medical development has
also been hot in Estero, where
Lee Health Coconut Point, a
163,000-squore-foot medical
facility and health and wellness

village, opened in 2018. HCA
Healthcare and its subsidiary
Fawcett Memorial Hospital
Inc. hove also purchased 100
acres of vacant land in Estero
for a future hospital location.
The unincorporated area
of Lehigh Acres in the eastern
part of Lee County continues to
see strong residential growth,
especially related to affordable
housing options. And Fort
Myers Beach, Sanibel and
Captiva remain popular tourist
and retirement destinations.
There ore incentives
available to encourage
business growth and relocation
in Lee County, such as
incentives for companies
creating high-wage employment
in targeted industries. But
Talmage feels the detailed
data and other resources
the Lee County Economic
Development Office can
provide ore just as important.
"We don't want a business
to just find the site you like," he
soys. "We want you to find the
site you love, and then we want
to make it work for you. We're
really focusing on the concierge
side of business growth and
attraction by holding your hand
throughout the site selection
process and the development
process with the county, so
that you're reducing your
transaction cost by getting
through it all efficiently."
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338,706 Workforce members
37% Residents with A.S. degree or higher
48 Median age
$53,967 Median household income
$212,652 Median home price (2018)
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Dorian bears down on Bahamas
Category 4 hurricane models show it heading northeast, Florida not in clear yet
By RAMON ESPINOSA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

McLEAN’S TOWN CAY,
Bahamas — Hurricane Dorian
bore down on the northern
Bahamas on Saturday with
howling winds, surging seas

and a threat of torrential rains,
forcing some evacuations and
hotel closures ahead of the
ﬁerce Category 4 storm.
Forecasters expected Dorian,
packing 150 mph winds, to hit
the northwestern Bahamas today before heading near Florida

and then skirting along or off
the U.S. Southeast seacoast.
The projected turn north in the
coming days could spare the
U.S. a direct hit, but would still
threaten Florida, Georgia and
the Carolinas with powerful
winds and rising ocean water

that could cause potentially
deadly ﬂooding.
In the northern Bahamas,
tourists were sent to government shelters in schools,
churches and other buildings
offering protection from
the storm while residents

were evacuating.
“My home is all battened up,
and I’m preparing right now to
leave in a couple of minutes. ...
We’re not taking no chances,”
said Margaret Bassett, a ferry
SEE DORIAN, 4A
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How Dorian affects you today
STAFF REPORT

AP PHOTO

A No Swimming flag flies, Saturday, in Lake Worth. Hurricane
Dorian is bearing down on the northwestern Bahamas as a
Category 4 storm.
of predictions that put the
state in the center of expected
landfalls, the hurricane’s
FROM PAGE 1A
projected turn northeast was
boat driver for the Deep Water signiﬁcant.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
Cay resort. “They said evacuwarned residents along the
ate, you have to evacuate. It’s
state’s Atlantic coast, “We’re
for the best interests of the
not out of the woods yet.” He
people.”
noted some forecast models
Over two or three days,
still bring Dorian close to
the hurricane could dump as
much as 4 feet of rain, unleash or even onto the Florida
devastating winds and whip up peninsula.
“That could produce
a dangerous storm surge, said
life-threatening storm surge
private meteorologist Ryan
and hurricane force winds,”
Maue and some of the most
DeSantis said. “That cone of
reliable computer models.
uncertainty still includes a lot
Bahamas Prime Minister
of areas on the east coast of
Hubert Minnis warned that
Dorian is a “dangerous storm,” Florida and even into central
and north Florida, so we are
saying that people “who do
staying prepared and remainnot evacuate are placing
themselves in extreme danger ing vigilant.”
He said he spoke with
and can expect a catastrophic
Trump, who pledged any help
consequence.”
Florida needs.
Government spokesman
Some counties in Florida
Kevin Harris told The
told residents of barrier
Associated Press that the
islands, mobile homes and
hurricane was expected to
low-lying areas to be ready to
affect some 73,000 residents
ﬂee in the coming days.
and 21,000 homes.
The storm upended some
Sweeting Cay, a ﬁshing town
Labor Day weekend plans:
of a few hundred people that
Major airlines allowed travis about 5 feet above sea level
elers to change their reservaand was expected to be left
tions without fees, big cruise
completely underwater.
After walloping the northern lines began rerouting their
Bahamas, Dorian was expected ships and Cumberland Island
to dance up the U.S. Southeast National Seashore off Georgia
closed to visitors. Disney
coast, staying just off the
shores of Florida and Georgia World and Orlando’s other
resorts held off announcing
on Tuesday and Wednesday
before skirting South Carolina any closings.
Late in the afternoon,
and North Carolina on
Dorian was centered about
Thursday.
170 miles east of Great Abaco
South Carolina Gov. Henry
Island in the Bahamas and 355
McMaster declared a state of
miles east of West Palm Beach
emergency Saturday, mobilizas it moved westward at 8 mph.
ing state resources to prepare
A portion of Florida’s east
for potential storm effects.
coast was placed under a
President Donald Trump
tropical storm watch Saturday,
already declared a state of
with winds of 39 to 73 mph
emergency.
possible within two days.
The National Hurricane
Some islands in the
Center in Miami stressed that
Bahamas remained under
Dorian could still hit Florida,
a hurricane warning, with
where millions of people have
winds of 74 mph or greater
been in the storm’s changing
expected.
potential path. But after days
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What has been canceled or closed?
• Pioneer Days events in Englewood have been
postponed.
• Sunday’s Play in Park Day at CoolToday Park
in West Villages. The Tomahawk Tiki Bar will
remain open until further notice.
• All Charlotte County parks, pools, recreation
centers until Sept. 3.
• All Charlotte and Sarasota county libraries
until Sept. 3.
• Reservations for outdoor and indoor parks
facilities in Sarasota County until Monday.
What has reopened or is still operational?
• A Diaper Derby for Englewood Pioneer Days
is rescheduled (except the original scheduled
event continues at Lemon Bay Woman’s Club at
2 p.m. today).
• All Sarasota County Parks that are not
impacted by seasonal ﬂooding are open. Some
amenities and services may be affected.
• Sarasota County Area Transit is scheduled to
operate a modiﬁed schedule today. SCAT routes
can be found at www.scgov.net/beprepared.
Will Allegiant flights be affected?
Yes. Anyone taking a ﬂight in the next few
days should check with your airlines. Allegiant
passengers can check allegiantair.com for the
most updated ﬂight information.
Scheduled service to and from the Punta
Gorda Airport may be disrupted until Sept.
3 as Allegiant ﬂights could be affected at the
following airports: Charleston, Fort Lauderdale
Hollywood, Jacksonville, Myrtle Beach, Orlando
Sanford, Sarasota-Bradenton, Savannah, St.
Pete-Clearwater and San Juan in Puerto Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two easy ways
to contact customer service to change Dorianaffected ﬂights at no charge: call 702-505-8888 or
email hurricane.help@allegiantair.com. “This
email is speciﬁcally for those Florida passengers
who want to make a change to their existing
reservation. When emailing, they should include
their name, itinerary number, phone number
and instructions on the change they want to
make,” stated Hilarie Grey, spokesperson for
Allegiant Travel Company.

• Charlotte County Schools: To be decided this
weekend.
• DeSoto County Schools: To be decided
Monday unless something signiﬁcant changes
over the weekend.
• Florida SouthWestern State College and
Florida Gulf Coast University: Closed
Have they started evacuations locally?
No.
Are any shelters open?
No, but officials will open them if needed.
Where can I get sandbags?
• Punta Gorda residents: Hounds on Henry Dog
Park, 1098 W. Virginia Ave. The city will provide
10 bags per resident, and are self-serve anytime.
• Unincorporated Charlotte County: Home
improvement or landscaping stores (the county
does not provide sandbags)
• South Sarasota County: Up to 10 bags per
household were available at three locations
Saturday until noon. Due to the shift in Dorian’s
track the operation was discontinued for today.
How can I stay informed?
In addition to staying informed by the National
Hurricane Center, local news outlets (yoursun.
com is free right now due to Dorian) and meteorologists, enroll in your local government’s
emergency notiﬁcation system. You will receive
instant notiﬁcations as to evacuations, water
boil notices and other emergency information
speciﬁc to your home address.
• Charlotte County Emergency Alert program:
www.alertcharlotte.com
• Punta Gorda CodeRED Notiﬁcation System:
bit.ly/PGCodeRED
• DeSoto County Emergency Alert Program:
bit.ly/DeSotoAlerts
• Sarasota County CodeRED Notiﬁcation
System: bit.ly/SarasotaCodeRED
• North Port CodeRed Notiﬁcation System: bit.
ly/NorthPortCodeRED
Charlotte County’s Emergency Management
Office will not have public brieﬁngs on the storm
Sunday due to the decreased threat but will
update the public through their alert system.
Any brieﬁngs from Sarasota County’s
Emergency Management Office will be posted to
their Facebook page.

Will there be school on Tuesday (Labor Day is Monday)?
• Sarasota County Schools: To be decided this
Staff writers Liz Hardaway and Elaine Allenweekend.
Emrich

AP PHOTO

A group of people fish at Dania Beach Pier on Saturday at Dania Beach, Fla.
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Will there be
school Tuesday?
Dorian’s slow speed, westward track
delays districts’ decisions
statement issued Sunday.
“Although all indications
Hurricane Dorian’s slow
call for a turn to happen with
track continued westward
this powerful storm, unfortoward the Sunshine State
tunately, it has not happened
on Sunday, as opposed to the
just yet, so we are holding off
projected northern turn — pre- on a decision about school on
venting local school officials
Tuesday until (today).”
from deciding whether to close
Sarasota County Schools
schools Tuesday.
officials also expressed a
“Charlotte County Public
concern about the storm’s
Schools is continuing to work
track on in a statement on
with the Charlotte County
the district’s Facebook page
Emergency Operations Center Sunday afternoon: “It is too
and closely monitor the
early to determine the impact
approach of the still extremely Hurricane Dorian will have on
slow-moving Hurricane
our community on Tuesday.
Dorian,” said the Charlotte
SCS will notify parents,
County School District in a
STAFF REPORT
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students and staff around noon tomorrow (Sept.
2) via ConnectEd and social media about school
operations for Tuesday.”
DeSoto County Schools officials are expected to
announce today on Facebook and alert parents by
phone as to their district’s plans for Tuesday.
Florida SouthWestern State College and Florida
Gulf Coast University previously announced that
their campuses would be closed Tuesday.
Here’s what else you need to know about
Hurricane Dorian and its local impacts:
Who do I call about price gouging?
Unfortunately, some people will take advantage
of others during desperate times and raise prices
on gas, hotels, food, etc. WINK news reported some
stores attempting to sell cases of water for $40.
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody will
prosecute those who commit price gouging during
a state of emergency.
“I have extended Florida’s Price Gouging
Hotline to all 67 counties in an effort to prevent
gouging, so Floridians can afford essential items
now,” Moody stated in a press release.
To report price gouging, call the hotline at
866-9NO-SCAM.
Moody’s office also now uses a free app called
NO SCAM, which is available through Apple and
Android stores.
“NO SCAM is an app designed to help consumers report allegations of price gouging in real-time
and allow information on possible violations be
sent to the Attorney General’s Office immediately,” according to the Attorney General’s Office.
“The app allows consumers to attach pictures, copies of receipts and more when reporting suspected
price gouging — directly from smart phones.”
For more information on price gouging, go to the
Attorney General’s website: www.myﬂoridalegal.
com.
What has been canceled or closed?
• Pioneer Days events in Englewood have been
postponed.
• All Charlotte County parks, pools, recreation
centers are closed until Tuesday.
• All Charlotte and Sarasota county libraries are
closed until Tuesday.
• Reservations for outdoor and indoor parks
facilities in Sarasota County are closed through
today.
• Just a reminder that today is Labor Day, so
government facilities, offices and other businesses
may be closed for the holiday.
Will Allegiant flights be affected?
Yes. Anyone taking a ﬂight in the next few days
should check with your airlines. Allegiant passengers can check allegiantair.com for the most
updated ﬂight information.
Scheduled service to and from the Punta Gorda
Airport may be disrupted until at least Tuesday
as Allegiant ﬂights could be affected at the
following airports: Charleston, Fort LauderdaleHollywood, Jacksonville, Myrtle Beach, Orlando
Sanford, Sarasota-Bradenton, Savannah, St. PeteClearwater and San Juan in Puerto Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two easy ways
to contact customer service to change Dorianaffected ﬂights at no charge: call 702-505-8888 or
email hurricane.help@allegiantair.com. “This
email is speciﬁcally for those Florida passengers
who want to make a change to their existing
reservation. When emailing, they should include
their name, itinerary number, phone number and
instructions on the change they want to make,”
stated Hilarie Grey, spokesperson for Allegiant
Travel Company.
Have they started evacuations locally?
No, but Florida Highway Patrol suspended tolls
Sunday on Alligator Alley.
How can I stay informed?
In addition to staying informed by the National
Hurricane Center, local news outlets (yoursun.com
is free right now due to Dorian) and meteorologists, enroll in your local government’s emergency
notiﬁcation system. You will receive instant
notiﬁcations as to evacuations, water boil notices
and other emergency information speciﬁc to your
home address.
• Charlotte County Emergency Alert program:
www.alertcharlotte.com
• Punta Gorda CodeRED Notiﬁcation System:
bit.ly/PGCodeRED
• DeSoto County Emergency Alert Program:
bit.ly/DeSotoAlerts
• Sarasota County CodeRED Notiﬁcation
System: bit.ly/SarasotaCodeRED
• North Port CodeRed Notiﬁcation System:
bit.ly/NorthPortCodeRED
Charlotte County’s Emergency Management
Office will not have public brieﬁngs on the storm
Sunday due to the decreased threat but will update
the public through their alert system.
Any brieﬁngs from Sarasota County’s
Emergency Management Office will be posted to
their Facebook page.
Staff writer Daniel Sutphin contributed to this
report.

Potential incident command post set up at Punta Gorda Airport as
Dorian approaches
Staff Report

Sep 2, 2019

PUNTA GORDA - The Civil Air Patrol of Florida is setting up what it's calling a "potential" incident command post
at the Charlotte County Composite Squadron of the CAP "with the landfall of Hurricane Dorian imminent," officials
said Monday afternoon.
It will "control CAP resources to support Florida agencies and FEMA in their efforts pre, post and during the
emergency time frame," it said in a Monday afternoon news release.
A communication trailer to assure contact throughout Florida - and with other organizations - is stationed at the
command post.
"One of our main missions will be to use our aerial resources to photograph any damage to state environs," the news
release said. "This effort will be supported by personnel and aircraft from Squadrons out of Naples, Marco Island
and Sarasota."
According to CAP Maj. Earle Bretz with Civil Air Patrol, seven aircraft from around Florida are now in "hardened
hangars" at Punta Gorda Airport.
"We have assured the protection of these U.S. Air Force assets as required," Bretz said in the news release.
CAP is an auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. To follow the local unit, visit Gocivilairpatrol.com and fl051.flwg.us or
follow it on Facebook.

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/potential-incident-command-post-set-up-at-punta-gorda-airport/article_536654c4-cdab-11e9-bfdaeb1d35fff68f.html

Will there be school Tuesday?
Staff Report

Sep 2, 2019

Hurricane Dorian’s slow track continued westward toward the Sunshine State on Sunday, as opposed to the
projected northern turn — preventing local school officials from deciding whether to close schools Tuesday.
“Charlotte County Public Schools is continuing to work with the Charlotte County Emergency Operations Center
and closely monitor the approach of the still extremely slow-moving Hurricane Dorian,” said the Charlotte County
School District in a statement issued Sunday.
“Although all indications call for a turn to happen with this powerful storm, unfortunately, it has not happened just
yet, so we are holding off on a decision about school on Tuesday until (today).”
Sarasota County Schools officials also expressed a concern about the storm’s track on in a statement on the district’s
Facebook page Sunday afternoon: “It is too early to determine the impact Hurricane Dorian will have on our
community on Tuesday. SCS will notify parents, students and staff around noon tomorrow (Sept. 2) via ConnectEd
and social media about school operations for Tuesday.”
DeSoto County Schools officials are expected to announce today on Facebook and alert parents by phone as to their
district’s plans for Tuesday.
Florida SouthWestern State College and Florida Gulf Coast University previously announced that their campuses
would be closed Tuesday.
Here’s what else you need to know about Hurricane Dorian and its local impacts:
Who do I call about price gouging?
Unfortunately, some people will take advantage of others during desperate times and raise prices on gas, hotels,
food, etc. WINK news reported some stores attempting to sell cases of water for $40.
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody will prosecute those who commit price gouging during a state of
emergency.
“I have extended Florida’s Price Gouging Hotline to all 67 counties in an effort to prevent gouging, so Floridians
can afford essential items now,” Moody stated in a press release.
To report price gouging, call the hotline at 866-9NO-SCAM.
Moody’s office also now uses a free app called NO SCAM, which is available through Apple and Android stores.
“NO SCAM is an app designed to help consumers report allegations of price gouging in real-time and allow
information on possible violations be sent to the Attorney General’s Office immediately,” according to the Attorney
General’s Office. “The app allows consumers to attach pictures, copies of receipts and more when reporting
suspected price gouging — directly from smart phones.”
For more information on price gouging, go to the Attorney General’s website: www.myfloridalegal.com.
What has been canceled or closed?
• Pioneer Days events in Englewood have been postponed.
• All Charlotte County parks, pools, recreation centers are closed until Tuesday.
• All Charlotte and Sarasota county libraries are closed until Tuesday.
• Reservations for outdoor and indoor parks facilities in Sarasota County are closed through today.
• Just a reminder that today is Labor Day, so government facilities, offices and other businesses may be closed for
the holiday.

Will Allegiant flights be affected?
Yes. Anyone taking a flight in the next few days should check with your airlines. Allegiant passengers can
check allegiantair.com for the most updated flight information.
Scheduled service to and from the Punta Gorda Airport may be disrupted until at least Tuesday as Allegiant flights
could be affected at the following airports: Charleston, Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, Jacksonville, Myrtle Beach,
Orlando Sanford, Sarasota-Bradenton, Savannah, St. Pete-Clearwater and San Juan in Puerto Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two easy ways to contact customer service to change Dorian-affected flights at no
charge: call 702-505-8888 or email hurricane.help@allegiantair.com. “This email is specifically for those Florida
passengers who want to make a change to their existing reservation. When emailing, they should include their name,
itinerary number, phone number and instructions on the change they want to make,” stated Hilarie Grey,
spokesperson for Allegiant Travel Company.
Have they started evacuations locally?
No, but Florida Highway Patrol suspended tolls Sunday on Alligator Alley.
How can I stay informed?
In addition to staying informed by the National Hurricane Center, local news outlets (yoursun.com is free right now
due to Dorian) and meteorologists, enroll in your local government’s emergency notification system. You will
receive instant notifications as to evacuations, water boil notices and other emergency information specific to your
home address.
• Charlotte County Emergency Alert program: www.alertcharlotte.com
• Punta Gorda CodeRED Notification System: bit.ly/PGCodeRED
• DeSoto County Emergency Alert Program: bit.ly/DeSotoAlerts
• Sarasota County CodeRED Notification System: bit.ly/SarasotaCodeRED
• North Port CodeRed Notification System: bit.ly/NorthPortCodeRED
Charlotte County’s Emergency Management Office will not have public briefings on the storm Sunday due to the
decreased threat but will update the public through their alert system.
Any briefings from Sarasota County’s Emergency Management Office will be posted to their Facebook page.
Staff writer Daniel Sutphin contributed to this report.

https://www.yoursun.com/storm/latest_weather/will-there-be-school-tuesday/article_0d58f2ea-ccdc-11e9-aee7-775517393e26.html
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Dorian
threat
fades for
region
Schools are
open, emergency
operations
stand down
STAFF REPORT

What was considered a
legitimate threat to Southwest
Florida late last week faded
as Hurricane Dorian began
moving, slowly, north along
the East Coast of the state late
Monday.
By 3 p.m. Monday, school
districts from Manatee to
Charlotte to Sarasota counties
had decided they would have
normal schedules for school
and after-school activities today.
DeSoto County Schools
decided “out of an abundance
of caution” to close schools for
today, citing “reasonable worst
case” winds might be too fast
for school bus operations, it
said in a social media post late
Monday.
Hurricane Dorian’s slow
track continued westward
toward the Sunshine State
on Sunday, as opposed to the
projected northern turn —
preventing local school officials
from deciding then whether to
close schools Tuesday.
Sarasota County Schools
delayed announcing its decision several times, frustrating
parents who worried they
would not have enough time to
prepare or ﬂee from the incoming storm.
But following “intensive
deliberations,” school district
officials from Sarasota and
Manatee counties decided to
open schools during normal
hours.
“The safety of our students
and staff is fundamental to
all we do when considering
altering school operations,”
said Sarasota County Schools
SEE THREAT, 4A
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Superintendent Todd Bowden. “Given
what we know about the projected
impact and wind force of Hurricane
Dorian in our community on Tuesday,
we believe it is safe for our schools
to operate as previously scheduled,
including after school events and
activities.”
In a statement, both noted that
forecasts from the National Weather
Service office in Ruskin have consistently stated that the expected impact on
Southwest Florida counties is expected
to be “minimal.”
While wind levels may be elevated,
they are not expected to come close to
standards required to impact school bus
transportation services, the statement
said. Buses cannot operate if sustained
winds reach 30 mph.
Emergency management operations
in both counties de-escalated activity on
Saturday, the statement said.
Students who are kept home Tuesday
due to the storm will be able to receive
an excused absence.
Charlotte County Schools posted a
message on its website Monday afternoon stating the school district was
continuing to work with the Charlotte
County Emergency Operation Center to
closely monitor Dorian’s approach.
With effects for the Gulf Coast looking
minimal, the district announced school
will be in session, and all regular activities will proceed as scheduled.
The three year-round schools in the
district do not have school per their
regular schedule, which will not change.
Parents are encouraged to continue
to monitor the storm and check the
Charlotte County Public Schools website
for any additional updates.
University of South Florida — including online campuses and other satellite
campuses, are closed today, along with
Florida SouthWestern State College and
Florida Gulf Coast University.

Area firefighters heading to
East Coast
Fire and rescue workers from Charlotte,
DeSoto and Sarasota counties along
with Englewood, North Port and
Sarasota are deploying to the East
Coast to assist with Hurricane Dorian
relief. Read more on page 1C.

N/E/P/C

Donations were also being sought
from local agencies and nonproﬁt,
including North Port American Legion
Post 254 which “is honored to serve
as a reception center for donations of
water, can goods, baby supplies and pet
supplies for the Bahamas. We already
have a truck and trailer volunteered,” it
said in a social media post.
PRICE GOUGING

RESPONSES
Emergency personnel from throughout Southwest Florida were gearing up
or already on their way to assist victims
of Hurricane Dorian — even as it still
hadn’t made landfall Monday night.
North Port, Charlotte and Englewood
ﬁreﬁghters were heading south or east,
with different units heading to Orlando
or Miami to assist.
North Port Fire Rescue’s technical
rescue team is staging at Florida
International University in Miami. But
the team may be sent further north if
their services are needed in Palm Beach
County, where residents are bracing for
severe impacts.
The team — comprised of two lieutenants, two ﬁreﬁghter EMTs and two
ﬁreﬁghter paramedics — is trained to
respond to a wide range of emergencies,
including structural collapses and
vehicle extrication.
After Hurricane Michael devastated
Mexico Beach last year, the team
searched nearly 200 structures, noted
North Port Fire Rescue Battalion Chief
John Waligora, who also serves as
special operations chief of the technical
rescue team.
While the extent of potential damage
remains unclear, the additional assistance from state agencies will give ﬁrst
responders living along the east coast a
break to care for their families.
“If the storm impacts the area, not only
are the residents victims,” Waligora said.
“But so are the local ﬁrst responders.”
A complete story on the teams deploying is on Page 1C.

In terms of price gouging, some
investigations are underway. WINK
News reported some stores attempting
to sell cases of water for $40.
Florida Attorney General Ashley
Moody said she will prosecute those
who commit price gouging during a
state of emergency.
“I have extended Florida’s Price
Gouging Hotline to all 67 counties in an
effort to prevent gouging, so Floridians
can afford essential items now,” Moody
stated in a news release.
To report price gouging, call the
hotline at 866-9NO-SCAM or use a free
app called NO SCAM, which is available
through Apple and Android stores.
For more information on price
gouging, go to the Attorney General’s
website: www.myﬂoridalegal.com.
WILL FLIGHTS BE AFFECTED?
Yes. Anyone taking a ﬂight in the
next few days should check with your
airlines. Allegiant passengers can check
allegiantair.com for the most updated
ﬂight information.
Scheduled service to and from
the Punta Gorda Airport along with
Bradenton-Sarasota International
Airport may be disrupted until at least
today. From Punta Gorda, Allegiant
ﬂights could be affected at the following
airports: Charleston, Fort LauderdaleHollywood, Jacksonville, Myrtle Beach,
Orlando Sanford, Savannah, St. PeteClearwater and San Juan in Puerto
Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two
easy ways to contact customer service

to change Dorian-affected ﬂights at
no charge: call 702-505-8888 or email
hurricane.help@allegiantair.com.
“This email is speciﬁcally for those
Florida passengers who want to make
a change to their existing reservation.
When emailing, they should include their
name, itinerary number, phone number
and instructions on the change they want
to make,” stated Hilarie Grey, spokesperson for Allegiant Travel Company.
Travelers heading out via either
Punta Gorda or Sarasota airports are
urged to check with their airlines before
leaving.
NO LOCAL EVACUATIONS, BUT...
Tolls have been suspended for the
Florida turnpike along with eight toll
roads in the state. It also included
Alligator Alley and roads are opened to
help people living along the East Coast
of Florida to evacuate.
HOW CAN I STAY INFORMED?
In addition to staying informed by
the National Hurricane Center, local
news outlets (yoursun.com is free right
now due to Dorian) and meteorologists,
enroll in your local government’s
emergency notiﬁcation system. You
will receive instant notiﬁcations as to
evacuations, water boil notices and
other emergency information speciﬁc to
your home address.
• Charlotte County Emergency Alert
program: www.alertcharlotte.com
• Punta Gorda CodeRED Notiﬁcation
System: bit.ly/PGCodeRED
• DeSoto County Emergency Alert
Program: bit.ly/DeSotoAlerts
• Sarasota County CodeRED
Notiﬁcation System: bit.ly/
SarasotaCodeRED
• North Port CodeRed Notiﬁcation
System: bit.ly/NorthPortCodeRED
Staff writer Daniel Sutphin contributed
to this report.

4-Sep-2019 6:50 PM

US TSA to hold TSA Pre✓ enrolment centre at Punta Gorda
Charlotte County Airport
Charlotte County Airport Authority announced (03-Sep-2019) the US TSA will hold a mobile TSA Pre✓
enrolment centre at Punta Gorda Charlotte …
December 9-20, 2019
Monday Dec. 9 – Thursday Dec. 19, 2019 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. (Closed Saturday & Sunday),
and on Friday Dec. 20 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
28000 Airport Rd., Punta Gorda, FL 33982
Look for the RV in the short-term parking lot (two-hour free parking).
TSA Pre✓® is an expedited screening program that enables identified low-risk air travelers to enjoy a smart and
efficient screening experience. For TSA Pre✓® travelers, there is no need to remove shoes, 3-1-1 liquids, laptops,
light outerwear or belts. Today, TSA Pre✓® has more than 450 lanes at 200+ U.S. airports.
The TSA Pre✓® application program allows U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents to directly apply for TSA
Pre✓®. Once approved, travelers will receive a “Known Traveler Number” (which can be added to a travelers
airline profile and reservations) and will have the opportunity to utilize TSA Pre✓® lanes at select security
checkpoints when flying on over 50 carriers that currently participate in TSA Pre✓® .

https://centreforaviation.com/news/us-tsa-to-hold-tsapre-enrolment-centre-atpunta-gorda-charlotte-county-airport-934960

How kids can get free air show tickets
By BRIANNA KWASNIK Staff Writer

Sep 6, 2019

The Florida International Air Show is Nov. 1-3 at Punta Gorda Airport.

PUNTA GORDA— Students in kindergarten through fifth grade can earn free tickets to the Florida International
Air Show held Nov. 1 through 3.
All they have to do is read an aviation-related book and write three things they learned about aviation or liked about
the book. There is a flypgd.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Student-Form-2019.pdf" target="_blank">form
parents must fill out and submit to the student’s teacher. The form must also include a short summary, with length
determined by the teacher.
The form can be found on flypgd.com.
Home school students also have the opportunity to earn their free ticket. Parents can email the form, which must be
signed by the parent, to dana@airtrek.aero.
Once the form is submitted, students will earn a free ticket and can choose what day they would like to attend the
event. They must, however, be accompanied by adult who paid admission.
Tickets will be distributed Oct. 28.
This year’s air show is Nov. 1-3 at Punta Gorda Airport.
For more information about the air show, visit FloridaAirShow.com

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/education/how-kids-can-get-free-air-show-tickets/article_39d81510-d0bc-11e9-b5af-27b8630d66af.html
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How kids can get free air show tickets
ﬂypgd.com.
Home school students also
have the opportunity to earn
their free ticket. Parents can
email the form, which must be
signed by the parent, to dana@
airtrek.aero.
By BRIANNA KWASNIK
Once the form is submitted,
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Reading, writing
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is involved

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Florida International Air Show is Nov. 1-3 at Punta Gorda Airport.

Cadets check out Army Back Hawk helicopters at Sebring airport
By MARC VALERO Staff Writer

Sep 7, 2019

A Civil Air Patrol cadet and his mother get a close look at one of the three U.S. Army Black Hawk
helicopters that refueled Thursday at Sebring Regional Airport. COURTESY PHOTO

Three U.S. Army Black Hawk helicopters, on a hurricane relief mission, refueled Thursday afternoon at
Sebring Regional Airport. Five more passed through Friday afternoon. COURTESY PHOTO

One of three U.S. Army Black Hawk helicopters that refueled Thursday afternoon at Sebring Regional
Airport. COURTESY PHOTO

SEBRING — A few Civil Air Patrol cadets had the unexpected opportunity Thursday to see three Army Black
Hawk helicopters that were refueling at Sebring Regional Airport.
The aircraft and crews, from Fort Hood, Killeen, Texas, were flying on to an undisclosed hurricane relief effort.
Sebring resident Ron Bower said when they arrived for their 6:30 p.m. Civil Air Patrol meeting, the helicopters were
at the airport and the cadets were able to get a close look at them.
The father of the lead pilot lives in Sebring and he brought pizza out to the Army air crew, he said.
“They were headed for disaster relief,” Bower said. “I have no idea where.”
Bower explained the cadet age is 12 to 18 and this Highlands flight, with four active cadets, is part of the Punta
Gorda squadron of which he is the deputy commander. Three of the cadets were present Thursday to see the
helicopters
One of the Black Hawk pilots, who had been a Civil Air Patrol cadet, offered to give a cadet and his mother a close
look at the Black Hawk.
Sebring Airport Authority Executive Director Mike Willingham confirmed that the three Black Hawk helicopters
from Fort Hood were refueling as part of a hurricane relief effort.
Eight more Black Hawk helicopters were expected Friday afternoon for the same reason: to refuel and continue to
wherever they are going, he said.
There are more inbound, but he didn’t have the times yet, Willingham said.
Also, local pilots have been preparing to fly relief supplies to the Bahamas.
“We are surprisingly almost always busy, but this type of thing always make our operations increase,” Willingham
said. “We are happy to do whatever we can do to support the efforts of relieving the damage and suffering that
incurred in the Bahamas.”

Military.com reported Friday that U.S. Army helicopter crews from the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade at Fort Hood,
Texas, deployed this week to Fort Rucker, Alabama, to serve as an emergency response force for Hurricane Dorian.
There are many versions and configurations of the Black Hawk.
According to Lockheed Martin, the Black Hawk helicopter can carry 9,000 pounds of supplies as an internal or
external load.
The utility version of the Black Hawk helicopter transports 12 fully equipped, seated troops.

https://www.yoursun.com/sebring/news/cadets-check-out-army-back-hawk-helicopters-at-sebring-airport/article_3d6df0c6-d0b4-11e9-8596abae0cec2312.html
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Minimal impacts
expected here
STAFF REPORT

PORT CHARLOTTE —
Tropical Storm Humberto
formed late Friday.
How will that potentially
affect us in Southwest
Florida?
Humberto is expected to
move northwest through the
central and northwestern
Bahamas, and along or over
the east coast of Florida
Saturday into the evening,
according to information

from The National Weather
Service.
Any impacts for Southwest
Florida are expected to be
minimal, NWS Meteorologist
Austen Flannery told the
Sun.
Models are trending to the
east, Flannery said, noting
“less and less impact for us.”
What we could see includes
some passing showers, with
some gusty winds Saturday
SEE IMPACTS, 8A
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New rainfall amounts
of less than a tenth of
an inch, except higher
FROM PAGE 1A
amounts possible in
and possibly into Sunday, thunderstorms.
• Saturday night:
Flannery added.
Scattered showers
Flannery said it’s
and thunderstorms,
important to remember
mainly before 2 a.m.
that this is the time of
Mostly cloudy, with a
year when we see the
most systems. Regardless low around 78 degrees.
of what this system does, Northeast wind around 6
mph becoming calm after
he said, it’s important to
midnight. Chance of
remain vigilant.
precipitation is 30%.
Wherever the storm
• Sunday day:
ends up, we should see an
increase in clouds which Scattered showers and
thunderstorms, mainly
could help bring some
after 8 a.m. Partly
relief from the nearsunny, with a high
record heat experienced
near 90 degrees. Light
this week.
south, southwest wind
becoming southwest 6 to
HERE’S THE LOCAL
FORECAST AT PUNTA GORDA 11 mph in the morning.
Chance of precipitation
AIRPORT, FROM THE NWS:
is 50%.
• Saturday day:
• Sunday Night:
Scattered showers
Isolated showers and
and thunderstorms.
thunderstorms before
Increasing clouds, with
2 a.m. Mostly cloudy,
a high near 89 degrees.
with a low around 78
Northeast wind 8 to
degrees. Southwest wind
11 mph. Chance of
5 to 7 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 50%.
precipitation is 20%.
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Training scheduled at Punta Gorda Airport for active shooter situations
Posted: 11:30 AM, Sep 16, 2019 Updated: 11:30 AM, Sep 16, 2019 By: WFTX Digital Team

CHARLOTTE COUNTY, Fla. -- Authorities are alerting the public about a scheduled training session for active shooter
situations at the Punta Gorda Airport on Tuesday.
During the training, portions of the airport property will be closed. These areas include the Bailey Terminal, Skyview
Cafe, and the Viking Avenue entrance road.
No commercial flights are scheduled for this date.
This training is not open to observers or media.
Private pilots and airport tenants are encouraged to visit https://www.flypgd.com/ buzz / for information from Punta
Gorda Airport on usage of the facilities during the training.
“We frequently train for real-life emergency scenarios so we are better prepared to respond to them in real life,” states
Sheriff Bill Prummell. “Conducting the training jointly with Charlotte County Fire & EMS ensures everyone knows
their responsibilities during an active shooter or other incident requiring a large response of personnel. We appreciate
our community partnership with the Punta Gorda Airport and Allegiant Airlines as they host us for this training and
provide volunteer assistance.”
Charlotte County Fire & EMS Chief Bill Van Helden also stressed the importance of scenario training. “Fire & EMS
and the Sheriff’s Office must be ever vigilant in preparing for the unthinkable,” he stated. “Our success in addressing
threats to our community can only come from joint planning and training. You play like you practice.”

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/training-scheduled-at-punta-gorda-airport-for-active-shooter-situations
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‘Shooting’ at airport today is training
Airport closed to public during exercise involving ‘simunition’ guns
By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — As mass
shootings continue to take
center stage in the nation’s
news cycle, local law enforcement and ﬁrst responders are
preparing for the worst.
At the Punta Gorda Airport,

the Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office, Charlotte County
Fire & EMS, the Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT), and airport staff will
participate in active shooter
training from 6 a.m. to 11 a.m.
today.
“We frequently train for
real-life emergency scenarios

so we are better prepared to
respond to them in real life,”
Charlotte County Sheriff Bill
Prummell said in a press release. “Conducting the training
jointly with Charlotte County
Fire & EMS ensures everyone
knows their responsibilities
during an active shooter or
other incident requiring a large

response of personnel.”
Fire & EMS Chief Bill Van
Helden said the agencies must
stay vigilant in “preparing for
the unthinkable.”
“Our success in addressing
threats to our community can
only come from joint planning
and training,” he said. “You
play like you practice.”

Sgt. Mark Bala said the scenario will include one or more
“bad guys,” developing into an
incident with victims that will
require the activation of the
Special Weapons and Tactics
(SWAT) Team and the negotiation team, as well as EMS.
SEE AIRPORT, 4C

PAGE 4C

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 | The Sun | www.yoursun.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1C
“It will portray an active-shooter event,” Bala said.
“Patrol will have to respond
like they would in real life.”
Multiple safety officers will

be stationed in different areas,
and everyone will be checked
before entering to ensure no
real weapons are brought into
the training area. Deputies will
use Simunition guns, which are
incapable of ﬁring live rounds.
“The safety officers will
obviously check those weapons

C
and make sure they are what
they’re supposed to be and
make sure the rounds are the
proper rounds,” Bala said.
The agency has conducted
similar training events at
Charlotte County schools for
school resource deputies and at
the Port Charlotte Town Center

mall. Due to the size and safety
concerns of this event, the
training is not open to observers or media.
Parts of the airport will be
closed, including the Bailey
Terminal, Skyview Cafe, and
the Viking Avenue entrance
road. No commercial ﬂights are

scheduled for the day.
Additional information
for private pilots and airport
tenants is available at www.
ﬂypgd.com/buzz.
Email: anne.easker@yoursun.
com

FEATURED

Emergency responders do active shooter training at PG Airport
By ANNE EASKER Staff Writer

Sep 17, 2019

•

In the "active shooter" scenario, one shooter took over a plane in the
process of loading. The Charlotte County Sheriff's Office worked to
negotiate with the suspect on the plane before boarding.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CCSO

Participants gather near a simulated ambulance staging area, in an active
shooter drill at Punta Gorda Airport Tuesday.
•

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

A sign reads “Airport Emerg Drill in Progress” at the intersection of Golf
Course Boulevard, and Viking Avenue, near Punta Gorda Airport parking
area Tuesday.
•

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

Medics participate in an “active shooter” drill, at the Punta Gorda Airport
Tuesday.
•

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

Participants in an active shooter drill at Punta Gorda Airport walk through
the long term parking area Tuesday.
•

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

Ambulances drive into the long-term parking area of Punta Gorda Airport,
during an active shooter drill Tuesday.
•

By ANNE EASKER Staff Writer

Members of the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office prepare for an “active
shooter” training at Punta Gorda Airport Tuesday.
•

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CCSO

The active shooter scenario required Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
deputies to respond to active shooters in the airport terminal.
•

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CCSO

In the training scenario, members of Charlotte County Fire & EMS worked
to quickly locate patients, stop the bleeding and relocate them to a secure
location.
•

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CCSO

PUNTA GORDA — The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office, Charlotte County Fire & EMS, CERT Team Members
and airport staff participated in active shooter training Tuesday at the Punta Gorda Airport.
In the scenario, deputies responded to active shooters inside the airport terminals. One shooter then took over a
plane in the process of loading. The sheriff’s office coordinated a response with Charlotte County Fire & EMS to
rescue the injured, negotiate with the suspect on the plane, and eventually board the plane.
CERT members and airport staff acted as victims. Fire & EMS members worked to quickly locate the injured, stop
the bleeding, relocate them to a secure location, and get them on the way to a hospital emergency room.
Email: anne.easker@yoursun.com

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/emergency-responders-do-active-shooter-training-at-pg-airport/article_0a01b372-d973-11e9-8ec957d481ec9067.html

From: Audrey Lanczki <alanczki@lamar.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2019 3:02 PM
Subject: Florida International Air Show - Save The Date!
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It’s just a drill

Emergency responders conduct active shooter training at PG Airport
By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The
Charlotte County Sheriff’s
Office, Charlotte County Fire
& EMS, CERT Team Members
and airport staff participated in
active shooter training Tuesday
at the Punta Gorda Airport.
In the scenario, deputies
responded to active shooters
inside the airport terminals.
One shooter then took over a
plane in the process of loading.
The sheriff’s office coordinated
a response with Charlotte
County Fire & EMS to rescue
the injured, negotiate with
the suspect on the plane, and
eventually board the plane.
CERT members and airport
staff acted as victims. Fire
& EMS members worked to
quickly locate the injured, stop
the bleeding, relocate them
to a secure location, and get
them on the way to a hospital
emergency room.
Email: anne.easker@yoursun.
com

ONLINE: For more photos
of the training scenario, see
yoursun.com

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CCSO

In the “active shooter” scenario, one shooter took over a plane in the process of loading. The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office
worked to negotiate with the suspect on the plane before boarding.

EMAILS & OPINIONS

Sunburn — The morning read of what’s hot in Florida politics — 9.19.19
By Peter Schorsch on September 19, 2019

— MOVEMENTS —

“Q&A: GrayRobinson’s new president on the firm’s future and culture of ‘libertarian professionalism’” via
Law.com — Dean Cannon, a GrayRobinson lobbyist and former Speaker of the Florida House, officially took the
reins as president and CEO of the Am Law 200 firm in September. He succeeded Mayanne Downs, a forceful leader
who trimmed the firm’s head count and boosted the firm’s profits and revenue per lawyer. Cannon spoke with the
Daily Business Review about lessons he learned as a lawmaker and how he plans to maintain the firm’s culture of
unilateral leadership and individualism.
GrayRobinson’s Dean Cannon talks about lessons learned from his tenure as Florida House Speaker, among other
topics.

Personnel note: Carrie Patrick launches new Care-Comm public relations firm — Patrick, formerly with
Tallahassee-based CoreMessage, has struck out on her own to “help connect messages to the media and provide
client information and representation,” she said in a news release. “Care-Comm (also based in the capital) is a
strategic communications and consulting firm designed to tailor to client public relations needs year-round. With
more than 17 years of experience in communications, government policy and politics, Care-Comm can assist with
crisis communications, everyday community relations, grassroots and grasstops efforts, as well as manage social
media platforms and more.” Her new website is here.
Appointed — Carlos Martinez, John Patrick Schirard (reappointed) and Jonathan Hancock (reappointed) to the
Florida Citrus Commission.
New and renewed lobbying registrations:
Susan Anderson: LeadingAge Florida
Mario Bailey, Yolanda Cash Jackson, Nicholas Matthews, LaToya Sheals, Becker & Poliakoff: City of West Park,
Heart Gallery of Broward, Miami-Dade Expressway Authority, National Health Transport, Virgil Hawkins Florida
Chapter National Bar Association, Ygrene Energy Fund Florida
Christina Brodeur, Ballard Partners: Pure Storage
Justin Day, Capital City Consulting: Axon Enterprise
Hayden Dempsey, Greenberg Traurig: Qualtrics
Mike Haridopolos, Mike Haridopolos: City of Melbourne
Seth McKeel, The Southern Group: Mote Marine Laboratory
Paul Jerald, Robert Shave, Capitol Energy Florida: American Great Loop Cruisers Association, Charlotte County
Airport Authority, City of Key Colony Beach, City of Punta Gorda, Dennis and Graci McGillicuddy for the benefit
of All-Star, FIRM (Fair Insurance Rates in Monroe), Florida PACE Funding Agency, Lee Memorial Health System,
Poseidon Resources, Suncoast Humane Society.
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/305778-sunburn-the-morning-read-of-whats-hot-in-florida-politics-9-19-19
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New programs coming to the airport
Lease negotiations
continue for former
WMU hangar
In three years, the Punta Gorda
Airport could have two new programs boosting job opportunities
in the area.
Replacement tenants for

former the Western Michigan
University hangar are still in
negotiations, but the plan is
to split the lease between two
entities: AeroGuard, who will
immediately establish a ﬂight
training center, and Charlotte
Technical College, which will
establish an Aviation Airframe
and Powerplant Mechanics (A&P)
training program after getting approval from the Federal Aviation

Administration.
The Charlotte County Airport
Authority had its monthly
meeting Thursday to discuss the
progression of these leases, and
other business.
The Charlotte County School
Board received a $1.7 million grant from the Florida
Department of Economic
Opportunity in December to
establish this program, which

they hope to get FAA approval
in at least 18 months, according
to School Board member Cara
Reynolds.
The Charlotte County School
Board will meet with the FAA
for an orientation brieﬁng Oct.
7 on their future A&P training
program. The FAA will walk the
board through the certiﬁcation
SEE AIRPORT, 4C
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students complete the program
by 2029, according to Cheryl
Edwards, Charlotte County
FROM PAGE 1C
Public Schools’ assistant superintendent for learning.
process and provide the
Per the grant agreement, by
opportunity for questions and
June 30, 2024, 50 students must
answers.
be enrolled in the A&P pro“I still remain concerned,”
gram, according to Charlotte
said the Airport Authority’s
County Public Schools
attorney Darol Carr. “They’ve
got a long way to go to get to the Superintendent Steve Dionisio
at a board workshop held
place they want to go.”
earlier this month.
The board is currently
Charlotte County School
compliant at this stage of
Board will have a lease for
the program with its grant
hangar 115, which previously
agreement, but Department
housed Western Michigan
of Economic Opportunity has
the right to demand repayment University, for 10 years. Three
of the provided funds if the pro- of those years will be allotted to
establish their program.
gram doesn’t have at least 750
In the meantime, Aeroguard

AIRPORT

which would probably go into
the general aviation taxiway,
according to PGD CEO James
Parish. “We have provided this
region with nearly $2 billion
of economic impact with very
little funding from the state,”
Seay said. “It seems like a
reasonable request.”
Airport Authority
Commissioner Rob Hancik
OTHER AIRPORT NEWS
requested consideration for
Airport Authority Chair Pam reimbursement of $1,291 for his
Seay is encouraging support for expenses to attend the Florida
PGD to start requesting funding Airports Council Conference.
Each commissioner is allowed
from the Legislature, particuup to $2,500 in travel funds
larly to fund projects relating
to the airport’s general aviation to attend conferences, which
begins at the start of the ﬁscal
sector at the north side. She is
hoping to request $1.95 million, year in July. Seay spoke against
the reimbursement, telling
will have a one-year lease to
immediately establish a ﬂight
training center at the airport.
The leases are set to begin
Oct. 1.
The official start of the
program is dependent on when
the board receives certiﬁcation
from the FAA, and also the
terms of their lease with PGD.

C
Hancik this would set a bad
precedent and she believes “we
need to be personally, ﬁscally
responsible.” Hancik replied “I
don’t think we should arbitrarily limit commissioners’
travel to an amount.” Fellow
Commissioner James Herston
offered his travel funds to reimburse Hancik. The motion was
passed with a three-to-two vote,
with Seay and Paul Andrews
voting against the motion.
The next Charlotte County
Airport Authority meeting will
be held at 9 a.m Oct. 17. at 7375
Utilities Road, Building 313 in
Punta Gorda.
Staff writer Brianna Kwasnik
contributed to this report.

PUNTA GORDA

Punta Gorda Airport will host veteran honor flights for first time ever
Local American heroes in Charlotte County have been honored, taking part in Southwest Florida honor flights in the
past. Now, these veterans will have the honor and opportunity to take to the sky closer to home.
For the first time ever, honor flights will leave out of Punta Gorda Airport.
Veteran Jeffrey Repka said his trip on a SWFL honor flight the best day of his life.
“Let’s put it this way; I wasn’t the only one who was in tears,” Repka said. “I said to myself, ‘This is so wonderful. I
don’t deserve it. I just did my duty.’”
Repka, a Charlotte County man, took his first honor flight out of Southwest International Airport in Lee County. And he
said there is one thing the veterans in Charlotte County are feeling now that Punta Gorda will be their launch site.
“They are so excited about it,” Repka said.
Ginni Fay with Southwest Florida Honor Flight said the group still has room for about 100 veterans for the next flight in
May 2020. All expenses are paid through donations, allowing World War II, Korean and Vietnam veterans to take to the
sky.
“You get goosebumps,” Fay said. “It brings tears to your eyes because it is just amazing.”
Nearly 200 veterans and their guardians will take the inaugural flight to Baltimore. They will also visit memorials on
the National Mall in Washington D.C. and go to Arlington National Cemetery. They will return to Punta Gorda the
night of their trip, received by a welcome home they deserve.
“If they have any feelings at all that they were not appreciated, if they go, they will never have a doubt in the world,”
Repka said.
The Collier-Lee Honor Flight is set for this Saturday, when 85 veterans will be welcomed home at the Southwest
Florida International Airport at 9 p.m. The welcome home celebration is open to the public.
It serves as a flight of a lifetime for veterans who served our country.
“If you get the opportunity and you can do it, do it,” Repka said.
For more information on the Punta Gorda Honor Flight in 2020, visit the website for all the details.

https://www.winknews.com/2019/09/23/punta-gorda-airport-will-host-veteran-honor-flights-for-first-time-ever/
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Honor flights to launch from PG Airport
Flights carrying
veterans have
previously left from
Fort Myers
By ERIKA JACKSON
WINK NEWS

PUNTA GORDA — Local
American heroes in Charlotte
County have been honored, taking part in Southwest Florida
honor ﬂights in the past. Now,
these veterans will have the
honor and opportunity to take
to the sky closer to home.
For the ﬁrst time ever, honor
ﬂights will leave out of Punta
Gorda Airport.
Veteran Jeffrey Repka said his

trip on a SWFL honor ﬂight was
the best day of his life.
“Let’s put it this way; I wasn’t
the only one who was in tears,”
Repka said. “I said to myself,
‘This is so wonderful. I don’t
deserve it. I just did my duty.’”
Repka, a Charlotte County
man, took his ﬁrst honor ﬂight
out of Southwest International
Airport in Lee County. And he
said there is one thing the veterans in Charlotte County are
feeling now that Punta Gorda
will be their launch site.
“They are so excited about it,”
Repka said.
Ginni Fay with Southwest
Florida Honor Flight said
the group still has room for
about 100 veterans for the next
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Kenneth Waibel is greeted upon arrival back in Fort Myers in May after taking an Honor Flight to
Washington, D.C. during the day.
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Cherry Capital Airport Had its Busiest Summer Ever
September 24, 2019 by Chloe Kiple, Josh Monroe

It’s been a good year at Cherry Capital Airport! They set passenger traffic records over the summer vacation season.
Passenger numbers were up by more than 15% in May, July and August, and by up almost a quarter in June!
Airport director Kevin Klein says new destinations upped traffic at TVC.
Cherry Capital two new carriers this year, Allegiant Air and Elite Airways. Plus, they added service to more
destinations, including Sarasota, Florida, Charlotte, North Carolina, Phoenix, Arizona and Washington D.C.
“That has really created a lot of interest and a lot of buzz, but we’re also seeing a lot of competition in the market,”
said Klein. “We’re seeing those market forces take place and that’s increasing our traffic and lowering our fares, and
so we’re very excited about that.”
In June, Allegiant’s announced flights to three new destinations in Florida, Orlando, Tampa-St. Pete, and Punta
Gorda-Fort Myers.
Those flights start next month.

https://www.9and10news.com/2019/09/24/cherry-capital-airport-had-its-busiest-summer-ever/

Company's strategy is its ability to offer transportation, lodging and golfing
services all within short drive of each other.
by: Business Observer Staff

Allegiant, the discount airline headquartered in Las Vegas, might have secured a triple tourism threat
with the company’s recent acquisition of a golf course minutes away from its planned Sunseeker Resort
in Charlotte Harbor.
Thanks to the purchase of Kingsway Country Club in Lake Suzy, company officials say they will soon be
able to offer transportation, lodging and golfing services to both tourists and business travelers, all
within a short distance of one another.
The course will close for renovation in April 2020 and reopen in December 2020 under the Sunseeker
Resorts brand, company executives say.
“Kingsway Country Club holds a special place in the community, and this renovation will build on its
legacy by transforming it into one of the top-tier golf destinations in the country,” says Micah Richins,
executive vice president and chief operating officer of Sunseeker Resorts, in a statement. “With an
extraordinary golf course coupled with premier event and dining space, the new club will be an
incredible asset to the area and for the guests joining us at Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor.”
The company already serves a multitude of customers traveling to and from Punta Gorda Airport as its
only commercial airliner. Allegiant recently announced several more nonstop routes will be added later
this year, which will increase the airline’s destinations to 47 from Punta Gorda.
Allegiant officials declined to provide the purchase price for the Kingsway Country Club, an 18-hole golf
course with an 18,000-square-foot clubhouse. The reconstructed golf club will be operated in
conjunction with Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor, which is under construction and expected to open
in 2021. The company estimates the resort will take about $470 million to construct and will require
about 1,000 employees to operate. The golf course will require an additional 50 employees, Richins says.
https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/fore-forward-discount-airline-renovating-golf-course-near-its-resort-under-construction
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Fore forward
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Allegiant purchased Kingsway Country
Club in Lake Suzy and plans to close
it next year to renovate it prior to the
completion of its Sunseeker Resort in
Charlotte Harbor.

Allegiant, the discount airline head
quartered in Las Vegas, might have se
cured a triple tourism threat with the
company's recent acquisition of a golf
course minutes away from its planned
Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor.
Thanks to the purchase ofKingsway
Country Club in Lake Suzy, company
officials say they will soon be able
to offer transportation, lodging and
golfing services to both tourists and
business travelers, all within a short
distance of one another.
The course will close for renovation
in April 2020 and reopen in Decem
ber 2020 under the Sunseeker Resorts
brand, company executives say.
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"Kingsway Country Club holds a
special place in the community, and
this renovation will build on its legacy
by transf orming it into one of the top
tier golf destinations in the country,"
says Micah Richins, executive vice
president and chief operating officer
of Sunseeker Resorts, in a statement.
"With an extraordinary golf course
coupled with premier event and din
ing space, the new club will be an
incredible asset to the area and for the
guests joining us at Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor."
The company already serves a
multitude of customers traveling to
and from Punta Gorda Airport. as its
only commercial airliner. Allegiant
recently announced several more
nonstop routes will be added later this
year, which will increase the airline's
destinations to 47 from Punta Gorda.
Allegiant officials declined to
provide the purchase price for the
Kingsway Country Club, an 18-hole
golf course with an 18,000-square
foot clubhouse. The reconstructed
golf club will be operated in conjunc
tion with Sunseeker Resort Charlotte
Harbor, which is under construction
and expected to open in 2021. The
company estimates the resort will
take about $470 million to construct
and will require about 1,000 employ
ees to operate. The golf course will
require an additional 50 employees,
Richins says.

PGD Expands Food Options
A range of vendors from southwest Florida will be serving everything from gourmet grilled cheese and pastas to tacos,
frozen treats and fusion cuisine.
Charlotte County Airport Authority SEPTEMBER 30, 2019

Punta Gorda Airport’s (PGD) passengers and local residents can experience a variety of new food options this October
with the launch of Food Truck Fall. Each upcoming Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday a new food truck is
going to be serving delicious eats and treats in the short-term parking lot across from the Bailey Terminal. A range of
vendors from southwest Florida will be serving everything from gourmet grilled cheese and pastas to tacos, frozen
treats and fusion cuisine.
The impetus for Food Truck Fall comes as the numbers of on-airport employees, general aviation traffic and Allegiant
passengers have steadily increased. Allegiant now provides air service to 45-plus nonstop destinations from PGD.
PGD also leases 230 aircraft T-hangars, and sites to 21 non-aviation tenants and 40 aviation-related tenants. The
surrounding Interstate Airport Park is also home to other large employers like Cheney Brothers and Peace River
Distributing.
“We’re using Oct. as a pilot period to see how many customers are served, how happy the customers and vendors are,
and what improvements we can make going forward,” said PGD’s Marketing & Communications Manager Kaley
Miller. “We’ll also being monitoring the resulting reviews on each food truck’s Facebook page."
Scheduling food trucks is a short-term way to enhance food options currently offered at the airport. For passengers that
go through screening, they can access a full bar and enjoy hot, made-to-order sandwiches and subs from The Junction
before all departing flights. Nino's Italian Bakery in Punta Gorda supplies The Junction with fresh breads, bagels,
muffins and pastries each morning.
The SkyView Café features daily specials and a full bar. It’s just south of the Bailey Terminal, and is open to the
public and passengers Sunday through Friday for breakfast and lunch. Parking is free for two hours in the short-term
parking lot.

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/airport-revenue/concessionaire-retail/press-release/21107904/charlotte-county-airport-authority-pgd-expandsfood-options

