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Airport receives grant from FAA
Money will rehab runway, help keep wildlife away from planes
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

The average airbus, with
people, gas and luggage,
weighs 183,000 pounds.
Allegiant’s planes departed
from and landed on one
of Punta Gorda Airport’s
(PGD) runways more 5,300
times last year, according to
their airline landing reports,
totaling over 771 million
pounds.
Now, in the ﬁrst step of
many, the airport has secured
funding to rehabilitate one of
its runways.
The Federal Aviation
Administration awarded
$6.4 million to PGD
Wednesday for wetland
mitigation and rehabilitating
runway 15-33.
“We’re thankful to our great
project management team
for putting this grant into
motion,” PGD spokesperson

This project is anticipated to cost
$6.2 million, with $2.9 million coming from
FAA grants and $3.3 million coming from
passenger facility charges.
Kaley Miller said, especially
thanking project manager
Ron Ridenour. “He’s been
working hard on it.”
With these funds, the
southern runway will be
extended 593 feet and its
existing pavement will be
restored. The project also
includes realigning Woodlawn
Drive to be outside the limits
of the new runway protection
zone on the southern end of
the runway once extended,
the project details state.
The runway rehabilitation
will cost an estimated
$12 million, funded by FAA
grants, Florida Department

of Transportation grants and
funds from accrued passenger
facility charges.
The grant funds will also
go toward the ﬁrst phase of
a wetland mitigation project,
where 14 of 57 anticipated
acres of existing wetlands
within the airport operations
area will be ﬁlled. These
wetlands have the potential
to attract hazardous wildlife,
according to the airport’s 2016
Wildlife Hazard Management
Plan.
Though preventing bird
strikes are the main concern,
“once in awhile we get an
alligator on the runway,”

Miller said.
This project is anticipated
to cost $6.2 million, with
$2.9 million coming from
FAA grants and $3.3 million
coming from passenger
facility charges.
The airport anticipates
to start construction for
both projects in November
and complete the project by
November 2020.
The airport received four
construction bids for the
project in late May and
anticipates awarding the bid
to the second low bidder, the
June project update states.
Miller expects the airport
to receive the formal grant
offer document by the end
of August. Funds will be
received by the airport as
reimbursement for the project
charges as they are incurred.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Tenant sues airport after
receiving contaminated fuel
Company says
losses are in
the millions
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — After
receiving contaminated
jet fuel, an air ambulance
company is taking steps to
sue the airport for losses
estimated in the millions.
Air Trek, an air ambulance
company, submitted a “notice
of intent to pursue claim” to
the Charlotte County Airport
Authority on July 24 regarding monetary damages.
The damages occurred May
9 when two of the company’s
jet fuel systems were contaminated with diesel fuel
exhaust ﬂuid while being
fueled at the Punta Gorda
Airport, the Sun previously
reported.
Each jet had patients in
critical condition, family and
crew onboard; a total of 13
people. Both aircraft experienced engine failure about
two hours into their ﬂights,
causing one to land without a
working engine.
There were no injuries
from either landing.
After two and a half
months, “both aircraft remain inoperable and beyond
economic repair,” stated
Dana Carr, the company’s
SEE AIRPORT, 4C

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

An “Air Ambulance “ installation is seen inside a Cessna “Citation I” airplane, owned by Air
Trek Inc., at Punta Gorda Airport. Two similar planes in the company’s fleet were damaged by
contaminated fuel.
Punta Gorda Airport receives $6.2 million grant from FAA, SEE PAGE, 4C
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AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1C
vice president and director of
operations.
The insurance company,
Starr Adjustment Services, has
made an offer, but it was “less
than 50% of what it should be,”
Carr said, including material
losses and out-of-pocket
expenses.
Carr estimates the company
is losing $7,500 daily due to
these aircraft losses.
“This is home,” Carr said.
“That’s what hurts the most,
the ﬁnancial damage but also
the fact that this is our home
and we’re being less than
treated properly by our home to
get whole again as they promised us.”
AirTrek has been a tenant of
PGD for 41 years, Carr said.
“Our management values Air
Trek as a longstanding tenant
and understands this is a difficult situation for all involved,”
said PGD spokesperson Kaley
Miller. “Unfortunately, the
initial offer made by our
insurance company was not
satisfactory to AirTrek.”
“The Airport Authority has
been good to us, and I have
no complaints,” said AirTrek
President Wayne Carr, who is
also its chief pilot. “But the
problem is is the insurance
company that they have just
will not pay us adequate
compensation for the damage
that’s been done here.”
When DEF is added to jet
fuel, it can trigger reactions
that can form crystals, which
can plug fuel ﬁlters and damage
engine components.
The airport does have
policies to prevent these fuel
contaminations, however, Carr
said the employee, who had
been with the airport for ﬁve
years, had neglected to follow

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

Air Trek Vice President and
Director of Operations Dana
Carr.
those policies. The employee
has since been let go, according
to Miller.
Wayne Carr said the employee’s actions were similar to
culpable negligence.
“They know if these two
ﬂuids get combined, it could
cause an airplane to come out
of the sky,” he said.
“Quite frankly we’re lucky
we’re talking about this,” said
the company’s CFO Aaron
Carr.
“We could be going to 13
funerals very quickly,” Wayne
Carr added.
The company owned eight
total aircraft, four speciﬁcally
used as air ambulances. The
two damaged aircraft were
some of the best in their medical ﬂeet, Wayne Carr said. They
had a better range, allowing the
plane to go farther, and more
seating.
One damaged aircraft even
had a larger door for bariatric
patients, the only plane in the
Southeast United States that
could provide that service,

PHOTO FROM PGD

Two Airtrek air ambulance jets received a contaminated fuel mix from the Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD) in early May. Last week, the company sent a notice to pursue a claim to the Charlotte
County Airport Authority for the damages that occurred.
Dana Carr said.
Each plane is worth an
estimated $600,000, and the
door cost an additional $150,000,
Dana Carr said.
“We get multiple calls a week
for bariatric needs that we can’t
fulﬁll,” Aaron Carr said.
“It’s a void in the aero-medical community to not be able
to fulﬁll these patients,” Dana
Carr said.
Even if AirTrek does receive
the compensation it desires,
it would take more than two
months to get everything back
to working order, Wayne Carr
said, in order to get another

aircraft and get it certiﬁed
by the FAA for aero-medical
standards.
The damaged jets remain
outside of Florida: one in
Savannah, Ga. and the other in
Louisville, Ky., Carr said.
Dana and Wayne Carr’s
brother, Darol Carr, serves as
the Airport Authority’s attorney. The authority has retained
a separate attorney to serve as
independent counsel to work
with their insurance company.
“We trust that our insurance
company and Air Trek will be
able to amicably resolve this
matter,” Miller stated.

“I have every faith that the
Charlotte County Punta Gorda
Airport has learned from this
mistake,” Dana Carr said.
“They’ve made additional
safeguards to ensure that it
won’t happen ... I think they
are very sincere in wanting to
make us whole again. However,
I also don’t think that they’re
putting enough inﬂuence on the
insurance company to get this
resolved.”
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com

Three Southwest Florida airports are about to
make some big improvements

The Punta Gorda Airport, Labelle Municipal Airport, and Naples Airport will split up $7
million.
Friday, August 2nd 2019, 9:34 AM EDT by Dave Elias

Three airports in Southwest Florida will be making some big improvements using millions of dollars in
federal grant money.
Ten airports nationwide will split about $22 million handed out by the Federal Aviation Administration.
The Punta Gorda Airport, Labelle Municipal Airport, and Naples Airport will split up $7 million.
Most of the money, $6.4 million, is being given to the Punta Gorda Airport. A good chunk of that money will
be used to repave the runway.
1,600,000 passengers fly into the Punta Gorda Airport each year. Crews at the airport said passengers will
eventually notice smoother landings and take-offs.
The airport will also spend some of the money on limiting wildlife trying to build a home near the airport.
“Airports and wildlife don’t really mix," said Kayle Miller with the Punta Gorda Airport. "What that means is
by reducing the amount of wetlands on site, there are less birds and less chance for bird strikes."
The Labelle Municipal Airport will receive $113,000 to repave it’s 5,200-foot lighted runway.
The Naples Airport is getting $600,000. That money will be used for a noise study.
“It will help us take a fresh look at noise impact and whether there are any ways to mitigate the impact of
aircraft operations,” said Executive Director of the Naples Airport Christopher Rozansky.
35 small jets take off from the Naples Airport every hour during peak season.

https://www.nbc-2.com/story/40869860/three-southwest-florida-airports-are-about-to-make-some-bigimprovements

Two medical transport planes had to make emergency landings with patients on board
back in May after the company claims a worker at Punta Gorda Airport put the wrong
fuel in its planes.
“Did jeopardize the lives of the patients, their families and our crews on board,” said
Vice President Dana Carr of Air Trek.
More than a dozen people are fortunate to be alive. Carr said the Punta Gorda-based
company is left to deal with the fallout.
“It has a huge impact on us financially,” Carr said. “Also, our staff because now we
are going to have to turn away flights that they would normally be flying.”
National Transportation Safety Board’s investigation revealed a lineman at the airport
filled two of Air Trek’s larger air ambulances with a potentially deadly mix of jet fuel
and diesel exhaust fluid.
NTSB said that decision created crystalline deposits on the filter, causing the engine
failure in both planes. That required the emergency landings two hours after takeoff
and has made the planes inoperable.

“It is catastrophic damage,” Carr said. “It makes the aircraft beyond economical
repair.”
The grounding of Air Trek’s two main air ambulances has forced the company to use
this smaller plane, leading to a loss of $7,500 per day in revenue for the last three
months and reducing its ability to help people.
Carr said Air Trek has not received any payment from the airport’s insurance company
for its losses despite the fact the issue was caused by an airport worker, so the
company has filed a notice of intent to sue.
A spokesperson for the airport said it has hired an aviation attorney to work with the
insurance company and keep the insurance claim moving forward.
“They are very sincere about doing everything they can to help us,” Carr said. “The
log jam is with the airport’s insurance company.”

https://www.winknews.com/2019/08/02/punta-gorda-planes-made-emergency-landings-fueled-withdiesel-exhaust-fluid/
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CORRECTION
The Punta Gorda Airport has
received notice of a possible lawsuit but has not yet been sued.
A headline in some editions of
Friday’s Sun was incorrect.
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Punta Gorda Airport wants your opinion
Survey participants are eligible for prizes
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — The
airport wants to know what
you think.
The Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD) just released its online
air service destination survey,
which focuses on air service
from PGD within the state and
to major U.S. destinations.
Upon completion, PGD is
offering coupons and prizes
for airport parking and
concessions.
The survey asks potential
and current passengers to
imagine they’re taking a trip
from PGD. Passengers have
$200 for each way, and get to
choose where in Florida they
want to go, as well as how
often they would go, why,
with how many people and
when. Survey options include
Jacksonville, Destin, Palm
Beach, Key West, Tallahassee

and Fort Lauderdale.
“The data we collect will
provide valuable insight we
can share with potential
new airline partners, as
well as Allegiant,” said
PGD’s CEO James Parish.
“This information will help
management build our case to
grow the number of options
beyond the 40-plus destinations
Allegiant currently offers.”
Additionally, the survey
asks similar questions for
major U.S. airports that offer
international travel located
in Atlanta, Charlotte, Denver,
Newark, Chicago, Washington,
D.C. and Dallas. Participants
can also type in their preferred
airport if it not already an
option in the survey. This data
will help determine better
destinations for customers so
if they did want to go to an
international airport, it could
be a possibility in the future.
Participants who complete

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.

Weeds
Molds
absent low moderate high very high
Source: National Allergy Bureau

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number,
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low;
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.
The AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an
exclusive index of effective temperature based on eight
weather factors.

the survey by Aug. 31 will be
entered to win either a pass
for a free week of airport
parking or a $20 gift card to
The Junction, the airport’s
concession store located at
the Bailey Terminal. These
will be randomly awarded
in September for up to 10
participants.
The airport has already
had more than 650 responses,
according to its spokesperson
Kaley Miller.
This is the ﬁrst time the
airport has launched a survey
like this, Miller said.
Though the airport receives
a lot of suggestions through
social media, “we need strong,
quantiﬁable survey results to
help us analyze and present
our case in a more meaningful
way to potential airline
partners,” Miller said.
PGD offers more than
40 destinations including
Nashville, Tenn., Rochester,

Sep.
2.60 2.93 10.88/1995
Oct.
Nov.
1.91 1.91 5.53/2002
Dec.
2.47 1.78 6.83/2002
Year 40.81 63.26 50.65 (since 1931)
Totals are from a 24-hour period ending at 5 p.m.

PHOTO FROM PGD

The Punta Gorda Airport is asking passengers to take a survey
regarding intrastate travel and preferences of major U.S hub
destinations. Participants are eligible for prizes from the
airport. The survey can be found at www.FlyPGD.com/survey.
goes until Aug. 31.

N.Y., Pittsburgh, Penn. and
Niagara Falls.
The survey can be found at
www.FlyPGD.com/survey and

A: Second; September is first and October
is third

By LIZ HARDAWAY
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A plane flies upside-down during last year’s Florida International Air Show in Punta Gorda.

‘Race the Runway 5K’
Air Show run supports Special Olympics, registration open
PROVIDED BY FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW
Laura Collins has
seen what the Special
Olympics can do for a
person with intellectual
disabilities.
“There’s not just an increase in physical ﬁtness
and good health,” said
Collins, director of the
Law Enforcement Torch
Run for Special Olympics
Florida. “There’s an increase in self-esteem and
self-worth. It helps you
become a contributing
member of society.”

The Florida
International Air Show
recognizes the impact
Special Olympics Florida
has had on the 54,000
people who participate
in the program and will
again support the effort
through its 5K run, to be
held Nov. 2 at the Punta
Gorda Airport.
In its third year, the
5K run is open to all.
The event is set to begin
at 7:30 a.m. Registration
is $40 until noon Nov. 1.
Registration includes one
general admission
ticket to the show. First-,

second- and third- place
medals will be awarded
in men’s and women’s
divisions. The ﬁrst 300
registrants will receive a
participant medal.
“The Air Show is excited to include the Special
Olympics Florida 5K with
this year’s activities,”
said Dana Carr, president
of the Air Show board.
“This is a special event
to beneﬁt some special
people.”
Special Olympics
is the world’s largest
sports organization for
children and adults with

intellectual disabilities
and physical disabilities,
providing year-round
training and competitions
to 5 million athletes in
172 countries.
The Air Show, in its
39th year, is scheduled
for Nov. 1-3 at the Punta
Gorda Airport. The U.S.
Air Force Thunderbirds
demonstration jet squadron will be featured along
with aeronautical acts.
For more information on the 5K and the
Air Show, go to www.
ﬂoridaairshow.com.

AIR AMBULANCE OPERATOR SEEKS DAMAGES FOR FUEL
CONTAMINATION
August 8, 2019 By Dan Namowitz

Fuel contaminated with diesel exhaust fluid forced two air ambulances to make emergency landings in May.
Both aircraft have been declared total losses, and the operator is lining up legal action.

Attorneys for Air Ambulance By Air Trek Inc., and Air Trek Inc.,
informed the Charlotte County (Florida) Airport Authority,
operator of the Punta Gorda Airport, that they would seek
damages, expenses, and lost revenue resulting from
contaminated fuel being “interjected” in two Cessna Citation 550
jets by airport employees.
On May 9, both twinjets departed Air Trek’s Punta Gorda base
and flew to Naples, Florida, where medical technicians, patients,
and patients’ family members boarded. AOPA reported that one
Citation was headed to Niagara Falls, New York, but
experienced an engine flameout north of Savannah, Georgia. It
then lost its second engine but landed safely in Savannah. The other Citation was bound for Chicago when it
experienced an engine failure, and landed safely in Louisville, Kentucky. In all, 13 occupants escaped without injury,
said Dana Carr, Air Trek’s director of operations.
Photo courtesy of Air Trek Inc.

The FAA determined that the two aircraft received fuel that had been contaminated with diesel exhaust fluid, or DEF,
which had been added erroneously to the fuel supply in a fuel truck in Punta Gorda. DEF is a urea-based chemical
that reduces diesel-engine emissions. It is not intended for use in aircraft, and when added to jet fuel, can trigger
chemical reactions leading to the formation of crystals that can plug fuel filters and damage other engine
components.
The incidents followed occurrences at other airports in 2018 and 2017 that had triggered FAA warnings and prompted
intensive industry review of aircraft-fueling practices and personnel training.
In an Aug. 7 phone interview, Carr expressed Air Trek’s pride in the performance of the two fight crews. “They did an
admirable job,” he said, noting that one of the pilots was, fortuitously, also rated in gliders.
DEF a bad fit for airports
The risk of jet fuel being contaminated by diesel exhaust fluid (DEF) is “unacceptably high,” and the Environmental
Protection Agency should exempt airport vehicles from emissions requirements mandating the use of DEF “in nonroad, on-airport ground support equipment and vehicles,” said AOPA and 17 other aviation organizations in an Aug. 7
letter to the administrators of the EPA and the FAA. Such an exemption was recommended in an industry-led
working group’s report that addressed immediate actions that could be taken to reduce the DEF risk. While more
permanent solutions, such as the complete removal of DEF from airports, are under study, the industry is voluntarily
implementing the report’s other recommendations, including “education, storage, labeling, handling procedures, and
limiting DEF inventory,” the letter said.
In addition to the aviation groups signing the letter to the FAA and EPA, the National Transportation Safety Board has
also expressed concern about the issue, sending a safety alert in July that includes suggestions to help prevent
future incidents. And in August , the Diesel Technology Forum, a non-profit group that aims to raise awareness about
the importance of diesel engines, fuel and technology, is backing the aviation industry’s stance on DEF
contamination.

In an Aug. 6 press release, the Diesel Technology Forum wrote, “We recommend that FBO’s follow the NTSB safety
bulletin, and work with diesel engine and equipment dealers and their fuel suppliers to understand the proper use and
storage of DEF. FBOs should also institute ongoing training, labeling and storage practices to help ensure aviation
safety. The work done by the Aircraft Diesel Exhaust Fluid Working Group and their report in June 2019 has
contributed a substantial understanding to the issue, and offers strong short- and long-term recommendations.”
The National Transportation Safety Board’s preliminary report on the double engine failure experienced by the
aircraft that diverted to Savannah gives an account of a crisis aloft that unfolded in stages as the jet gradually lost
power:
“According to the pilots, about 1 hour and 20 minutes into the flight from APF to IAG, while cruising at 35,000 ft mean
sea level (msl), the pilot-in-command was trying to set the N1 speed around 103 [percent], but moments after
adjusting power, the N1 speed would decrease. Following a few repeated occurrences of the N1 speed decreasing in
this manner, all the engine gauges ‘read regular,’ then the left engine began to 'spool down very slowly.' After
unsuccessfully attempting to recover engine power, the crew requested a lower altitude from air traffic control and
began a descent with the left engine at idle power. The pilot-in-command then noticed that the left engine displayed
no oil pressure and subsequently shut it down.
"Several minutes passed as the airplane descended with the right engine at 65 [percent] fan speed, and while
preparing to perform a single-engine approach into SAV, about 8,000 ft msl, the right engine became unresponsive
and then began 'spooling down.’ The pilot-in-command declared an emergency and the flight crew performed a
straight-in approach to runway 19. The airplane landed without incident and was towed to the ramp,” the report
states.
Since then, Carr said, he has had to juggle the flight schedules of other company aircraft, pressuring both the charter
and medical-transport areas of the company‘s flight operations. Meanwhile, the two grounded jets are running up
thousands of dollars in combined storage costs at the airports where they landed on May 9, he added.
Carr noted that although the airport’s insurance company, Starr Adjustment Services, acknowledged in meetings that
the two aircraft won’t fly again—once DEF enters an aircraft’s fuel system “there’s no telling when it might come loose
down the road”—he was disappointed with settlement offers that he believed were based on inadequate appraisals.
The proposed settlements did not fully consider the special configurations of air-ambulance aircraft, nor did they take
into account an air ambulance’s large access door modification that he estimated affects an aircraft’s value by 30 or
40 percent.
As a long-term airport business tenant in Punta Gorda, Air Trek is “looking for some type of amicable settlement, to
get new aircraft, and get back in the air,” he said.
AOPA reached out to Punta Gorda Airport for a response to the letter from Air Trek’s law firm and received an
emailed statement from Marketing and Communications Manager Kaley Miller: “Punta Gorda Airport’s management
values Air Trek as a longstanding tenant and understands this is a difficult situation for all involved. We have retained
an experienced aviation attorney from Kaplan, Kirsch & Rockwell to work with our insurance company and keep this
pending insurance claim moving forward. We are hopeful that our insurance company and Air Trek will be able to
amicably resolve this matter.”
According to a news report, an airport employee who was dismissed following the incident had neglected to follow
the airport’s safety policies.
The preliminary NTSB report revealed that “several days after the incident, the lineman realized that he had
inadvertently combined a 5-gallon (fuel system icing inhibitor) bucket and a 2.5-gallon diesel exhaust fluid (DEF)
container instead of two partially-empty containers of FSII.”

https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2019/august/08/air-trek-seeking-damages-in-fuel-contamination-incidents
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Are more destinations coming?
PG Airport’s operating budget up with more passengers
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

adno=3698368-1

PUNTA GORDA — The
airport is growing, meaning
more people and more
destinations.
Last year, the Punta
Gorda Airport beat all
their enplaned passenger
projections, and had over
790,000 passengers deplane
into Punta Gorda.
A booming airport
not only generates more
revenue locally, but can
also take residents to more
destinations. Allegiant
Travel Company announced
recently it plans to unveil
more destinations from PGD

sometime in August.
And PGD is surveying the
public to ascertain who wants
new air service, along with
where people want to go, and
to which U.S. hub airports.
The proposed budget
for ﬁscal year 2019-2020 is
$28 million — $17.5 million
less than last year’s
anticipated budget. However,
the board did overshoot
its ﬁscal year 2018-2019
projections and came
$23.4 million under the
planned $42.5 million budget.
The board forecasts this ﬁscal
year to end at just under
$19.1 million.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SEE AIRPORT, 4C Allegiant planes at the Punta Gorda Airport.

6 Locations Open: 7 days a week, 8am-8pm
Visit www.smh.com/urgentcare for maps & directions!
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“We don’t want to
overestimate,” said Punta
Gorda Airport CEO James
Parish, with the budget’s
operating gain coming overbudget since 2012. “It’s easy to
run an airport in the black.”
Most of what was lost in last

year’s budget was supposed to
go toward capital projects.
However, not a penny of the
proposed operations budget
comes from taxpayer dollars.
Anticipated funds from federal
and state grants come from
various taxes such as fuel and
ticket taxes, Parish said.
“No Charlotte County
taxpayer dollars are paid to
us,” airport spokesperson
Kaley Miller told the Sun last

C
year.
The board has seen some
hiccups in funding for their
anticipated projects, such as a
new general aviation facility
ramp and taxiway.
The airport did receive
a $6.4 million grant from
the Federal Aviation
Administration for wetland
mitigation and rehabilitating
one of their runways.
The airport also projects

earning $22.45 per passenger,
and spending $6.50 per
passenger, in 2020, according to
the budget.
PGD has more than
$14.7 million in cash, with
$6.4 million of that designated
as unrestricted.
“We’re going to burn a lot of
that capital,” Parish said.
A majority of the reserved
cash is earmarked for various
projects identiﬁed in the

ONLINE
Take the PGD survey at www.
flypgd.com/survey.
master plan, according to
Commissioner Robert Hancik.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Runners compete at the 2018 Pirate Treasure Trot 5K at Port
Charlotte High School.
FILE PHOTO PROVIDED

The USAF Thunderbirds are expected to soar at the 2019 Florida International Air Show in Punta
Gorda.

Some of our festivals
make top 20 list

Pirate Treasure Trot 5K
fundraiser is Aug. 17

Southeast Tourism Society ranks best things to do
Nov. 23-24 in Englewood and
Manasota Key.
This will be the 38th annual
When November comes, two
airshow and the U.S. Air
Charlotte County festivals will
Force Thunderbirds will be
be on the top 20 list of things to ﬂying along with civilian ﬂight
do in the southeastern United
demonstrations.
States.
WaterFest is in its ﬁfth
Englewood Beach WaterFest
year and includes races
and the Florida International
with the Offshore Powerboat
Air Show at the Punta Gorda
Association as well as onshore
Airport were selected by the
activities such as exhibitions
Southeast Tourism Society for
showcasing conservation of
the top 20 list of November
marine life, coastal waterways,
2019.
food and entertainment.
Charlotte County
“We are very pleased to
Commissioner Bill Truex
be recognized,” said Steve
announced the accomplishment Schroeder, past president of
at the Tourism Development
WaterFest. “This award is a
Council meeting Friday.
testament to our Board of
The air show will be Nov. 1-3 Directors and hundreds of
this year and WaterFest will be volunteers who work tirelessly
By BETSY CALVERT
STAFF WRITER

ATV
FROM PAGE 1C
FTT’s doors were opened.”
The Facebook post announcing its closure has had 710
comments, 455 shares, and 845
reactions by late Friday.
Florida Tracks and Trails
opened on Bermont Road in
Punta Gorda in 2015. The family-friendly park which spans
1,000 acres offered activities for
people of all ages and interests,
including ATV riding, paintball, motocross racing, trail
riding, and overnight camping.
WINK news reported the
operations manager of the
park Tiffanie Cool, the late
owner’s daughter, chalked up
the sudden closure to terrible

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1C
“We don’t want to
overestimate,” said Punta
Gorda Airport CEO James
Parish, with the budget’s
operating gain coming overbudget since 2012. “It’s easy to
run an airport in the black.”
Most of what was lost in last

You can help Port
Charlotte High cross
country teams

all year to bring together
Englewood Beach WaterFest.”
For 34 years, the STS has
been tapping travel industry
experts to select 20 events per
month that showcase events in
12 states in the southeast, including Arkansas through West
Virginia. Events must be at
least three years old and have
attendance of at least 1,000.
“The Southeast offers so
many unique, year-round
opportunities for attendees to
create memories and support
an industry that is an economic
generator for its community,”
said Monica Smith, president
and CEO of the STS.
Email: betsy.calvert@yoursun.
com

By BRIANNA KWASNIK
STAFF WRITER

PORT CHARLOTTE—
Runners and walkers alike
can participate in the Pirate
Treasure Trot 5K on Aug.
17 at Port Charlotte High
School.
The race is a fundraiser
to beneﬁt the boys and girls
cross country teams at Port
Charlotte High School.
The 5K will begin at
7:15 a.m. and span grass
ﬁelds, paved sidewalks,
parking and driveways on
and surrounding the school’s
campus, and the Charlotte
Technical Center.
The event will also include
a one-mile fun run, that will

professional advice, which
resulted in the park having to
ﬁle for bankruptcy.
“This didn’t happen due
to lack of any effort by my
family. We poured all of our
hearts and souls into making
this place a safe, fun, weekend
destination for everyone. Sadly,
not everyone involved shared
our dedication, grit and ‘do
what-ever-it-takes’ attitude,”
the Facebook post said.
“Some people found it better
to close-up shop when things
got tough. So, at this point, all
we can do is ask everyone to
remember the ‘good ol’ days”
and FTT for what Terry built it
to be.”

Email: Brianna.Kwasnik@
yoursun.com

SUN PHOTO BY BRIANNA KWASNIK

Guests hoping to ride ATVs,
play paintball, or camp at
Florida Tracks & Trails would
arrive at the 1,000-acre property in Punta Gorda only to
be disappointed. Signs on the
gate Friday noted the property
is closed temporarily. The
owners don’t know when or if
they will reopen.

Email: Brianna.Kwasnik@
yoursun.com

year’s budget was supposed to
go toward capital projects.
However, not a penny of the
proposed operations budget
comes from taxpayer dollars.
Anticipated funds from federal
and state grants come from
various taxes such as fuel and
ticket taxes, Parish said.
“No Charlotte County
taxpayer dollars are paid to
us,” airport spokesperson
Kaley Miller told the Sun last

take place on the track and
grass ﬁelds on campus.
Trophies will be awarded to
the male and female overall,
masters (40+), grandmaster
(50+), senior grandmaster
(60+), and veterans (70+).
Medals will be awarded to the
top three performers in 15
different age groups.
Cost to register for the
5K is $23. The one-mile fun
run is $3. Registration is
online at runsignup.com/
Race/FL/PortCharlotte/
PirateTreasureTrot5K
and must be completed by
Tuesday.

year.
The board has seen some
hiccups in funding for their
anticipated projects, such as a
new general aviation facility
ramp and taxiway.
The airport did receive
a $6.4 million grant from
the Federal Aviation
Administration for wetland
mitigation and rehabilitating
one of their runways.
The airport also projects

earning $22.45 per passenger,
and spending $6.50 per
passenger, in 2020, according to
the budget.
PGD has more than
$14.7 million in cash, with
$6.4 million of that designated
as unrestricted.
“We’re going to burn a lot of
that capital,” Parish said.
A majority of the reserved
cash is earmarked for various
projects identiﬁed in the

ONLINE
Take the PGD survey at www.
flypgd.com/survey.
master plan, according to
Commissioner Robert Hancik.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com
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ANNIVERSARY SAVINGS EVENT
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KITCHEN APPLIANCES

LAWN & GARDEN

30% OFF 20% OFF

Conveniently located in North Port
Commons on Rt 41 just 1/4 mile north of
Sumter Blvd and 800 feet south of Lowes.
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LEASE IT

TODAY

TAKE IT HOME TODAY

Thank You
for voting Dr. Ballentine,
Dr. Cherpak & Dr. Woods
the Best Dentist in 2018

adno=3700342-1

Sunday 11th, Monday the 12th & Tuesday the 13th
Richard L. Ballentine, Thomas R. Cherpak,
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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Kristin A. Woods,
D.D.S.

14884 Tamiami Trl. • North Port, FL 34287
(941) 426-8289 • NorthPortDental.com
adno=3698144-1
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Air Show 5K to support
Special Olympics
PROVIDED BY DANA CARR

Laura Collins has seen what
Special Olympics Florida can
do for a person with intellectual
disabilities.
“There’s not just an increase in
physical ﬁtness and good health,”
said Collins, director of the Law
Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics Florida. “There’s
an increase in self-esteem and
self-worth. It helps you become a
contributing member of society.”
The Florida International Air
Show recognizes the impact Special
Olympics Florida has had on
the 54,000 who participate in the
program and will again support the
effort through its 5K run, to be held
Nov. 2 at Punta Gorda Airport.
In its third year, the 5K run is
open to all. The event is set to go off
at 7:30 a.m. Registration is $40 until
noon Nov. 1. Registration includes
one general admission ticket to the
show. First-, second- and thirdplace medals will be awarded in
men’s and women’s divisions. The
ﬁrst 300 registrants will receive a
participant medal.
“The Air Show is excited to include the Special Olympics Florida
5K with this year’s activities,”
said Dana Carr, president of the
Air Show board. “This is a special
event to beneﬁt some special
people.”
Special Olympics is the world’s
largest sports organization for
children and adults with intellectual disabilities and physical disabilities, providing year-round training
and competitions to ﬁve million
athletes in 172 countries.
“We provide year-round training for children and adults with
intellectual disabilities in 22 sports
at no cost to the participant or the
family,” Collins said. “That’s why
these fundraisers are so important
to the mission and future of Special
Olympics Florida.”
The Air Show, in its 39th year, is
scheduled for Nov. 1-3 at the Punta
Gorda Airport. The Air Force
Thunderbirds demonstration jet
squadron will be featured among

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Air Show, in its 39th year, is scheduled for Nov. 1-3 at the Punta
Gorda Airport. The Air Force Thunderbirds demonstration jet squadron
will be featured among many jaw-dropping aeronautical acts.

Race The Runway 5K
When: Nov. 2 at Punta Gorda
Airport, 28000 Airport Road,
Punta Gorda
Where: The event is set to go off
at 7:30 a.m. Registration is $40
until noon Nov. 1. Registration
includes one general admission
ticket to Saturday’s air show. www.
floridaairshow.com.
many jaw-dropping aeronautical
acts.
The 5K run, which will be held
on the airport’s runways, has attracted support from the Charlotte
County Sheriff’s Office, which also
takes part in the Law Enforcement

Torch Run, the largest grass-roots
fundraising movement for Special
Olympics.
“All around the world, Special
Olympics has a formidable and
caring legion of protectors and
supporters in the law-enforcement
community,” said Major Michael
Anderson of the Charlotte County
Sheriff’s Office. He is the Region
III coordinator for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run. … “We
provide opportunities for athletes
to empower and transform themselves, their communities and the
world.”
For more information on the
5K and the Air Show, go to www.
ﬂoridaairshow.com.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS HAPPENINGS
Chelsea Place presents ‘10
Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s’
Chelsea Place Adult Day Care is
hosting an educational program
presented by the Alzheimer’s
Association from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Aug. 15 at the Chelsea
Place Daytime Activity Center,
3626 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte.
Alzheimer’s Association Program
Specialist Amy Schenk, RN, MSEd,
will address the “10 Warning Signs
of Alzheimer’s.” Schenk’s program
will also address: Typical age-related changes, how to approach
someone about memory concerns,
beneﬁts of an early diagnosis
and the diagnostic process and
Alzheimer’s Association resources.
To register, contact Amie Conti
at 941-787-0687 or aconti@chelseaplacecare.com. You can also visit
alz.org/CRF to register online.

Pirate Treasure Trot 5K
This 5K race is held as a fundraiser to beneﬁt the Boys and
Girls Cross Country teams at Port
Charlotte High School on Aug. 17.
The 5K course is ﬂat and winding,
multi-surface, with the start and
ﬁnish on the paved track. The
course includes some grass ﬁelds,
paved sidewalks, parking, and
driveways on and surrounding
the Port Charlotte High School
Campus and the Charlotte County
Technical Center. The 1-mile fun
run will be on the track and grass
ﬁelds on the Port Charlotte High
School Campus. www.runsignup.
com/Race/FL/PortCharlotte/
PirateTreasureTrot5K.

Support groups
For support groups, go to
www.yoursun.com.
and HealthFit. Klayman will present from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. and follow
with a 30-minute Q&A session.
The target audience includes
physicians, nurse practitioners,
physician assistants, other health
care providers and interested
community members. There is no
cost to attend this event. For more
information, contact 941-361-6602
or email eyoder@health.usf.edu.
To register for this event, contact
Erinn Yoder at 941-361-6602.

‘Remember the Fallen’ 5K
& 10K Memorial Run
The NPFR Honor Guard will host
their 9th Annual “Remember the
Fallen” 5K & 10K Memorial Run
on Sept. 7 at 1602 Kramer Way,
North Port. Inspired by the events
that took place on 9-11-01, this will
be a day to remember, honor and
support the ﬁrst responders and
members of the armed services
who protect and serve our community and country every day. Info:
runsignup.com/Race/FL/North
Port/RemembertheFallen5K
MemorialRun.

Healthy Charlotte to screen
documentary on childhood
trauma and resilience

Healthy Charlotte is sponsoring
a screening of the documentary
“Resilience: The Biology of Stress
and the Science of Hope” at
Complementary and
2:30 p.m. Sept. 14 at the Mid-County
integrative approaches
Regional Library, 2050 Forrest
for pain management
Nelson Blvd, Port Charlotte.
Directed by James Redford, son of
Gulfcoast South Area Health
Education Center will be providing Robert, this hour-long documentaa training seminar at the Charlotte ry looks at the science of Adverse
Childhood Experiences and prevenHarbor Event & Conference
Center, 75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda, tion and treatment of toxic stress,
now understood to be one of the
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Aug.
largest public health issues facing
20. Exhibitors will be present.
our generation and a leading cause
This seminar will feature Jill
of everything from heart disease
Klayman, Ph.D. as she presents
and cancer to substance abuse and
“Complementary and Integrative
Approaches for Pain Management.” depression. The documentary is
designed to spread a message of
The seminar will begin with light
refreshments and highlight various awareness but, more importantly,
hope. The event will start with
exhibits, including tai chi, yoga,
the ﬁlm and end with a discussion
gyrotonix, massage, acupuncture

on how participants can apply
strategies from the ﬁlm in their
own lives and throughout Charlotte
County. Registration is required. To
register, contact Jennifer Sexton at
the Florida Department of Health
in Charlotte County at 941-624-7200,
ext. 7279 or email jennifer.sexton@
ﬂhealth.gov.

Frantz EyeCare Day
of Giving Back
Frantz EyeCare announces
its fourth annual Day of Giving
Back-scheduled for Oct. 4, when
deserving individuals will receive
the gift of sight, compliments of
Frantz EyeCare. This is the fourth
year Frantz EyeCare has participated in Mission Cataract, a program
that provides free Cataract Surgery
to deserving patients whose vision
has been affected by cataracts and
cannot afford to pay for the procedure to remove them. Surgeries
will be performed at the Suncoast
Surgery Center in Fort Myers. For
more information, call 239-418-0999
or learn more at BetterVision.net.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Walk to End Alzheimer’s —
Charlotte County will be held on
Oct. 5 at Laishley Park, 100 Nesbit
St., Punta Gorda. Registration begins at 8 a.m. with the walk starting
at 9 a.m. Held annually in more
than 600 communities nationwide,
Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the
world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s
care, support and research. Sign up
today at act.alz.org/charlotteﬂ. or
contact Kathy Heldman at 312-2036418 or email kaheldman@alz.org.

Golf tournament to raise
money for scholarship funds
The second annual APWA/PRES
joint golf tournament will be held
with registration and continental
breakfast at 7 a.m. on Oct. 26 at the
Pelican Pointe Golf and Country
Club, 499 Derbyshire Drive, Venice.
Raffle tickets, mulligans and 50/50
tickets will be available for purchase. Entry fee is $75 per player
which includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch, cart, green fees,
range balls, door prize and goodie
bag. For more information, contact
dpopescu@dkmassoc.com.

Apply in person:
QUALITY HEALTH CARE
(941)426-8411
EMAIL RESUMES TO:
lorikingadmin@gmail.com

EOE DFWP

Top pilot Patty Wagstaff to perform at Punta
Gorda air show
By Staff Report
Posted Aug 12, 2019 at 10:40 AM Updated Aug 12, 2019 at 10:56 AM

St. Augustine-based Patty Wagstaff is scheduled to
appear at the 2019 Florida International Air Show along
with the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds.
Though 80 days out, the 2019 Florida International Air
Show already is announcing more of the talent
organizers expect to host.
In addition to the signature U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds,
show managers announced Monday that one of the
world’s top airshow pilots, St. Augustine-based Patty
Wagstaff, will perform at the event, which is scheduled for Nov. 1 to 3 at Punta Gorda Airport.
>> TICKET: Entertainment news
Wagstaff grew up in and around airplanes. She moved to Japan when she was 9 years old. Her father was a captain
for Japan Air Lines. Her earliest memories include sitting with her father at the controls of his airplanes. At 10,
when her father let her take the controls of his DC-6, her lifelong love affair with airplanes began.
She saw the first plane she chartered for bush
flying crash on take off, so Wagstaff decided to
learn to fly herself, hiring friend and later
husband, Bob, to travel with her in his Cessna
185 floatplane. Since then she earned her
commercial, instrument, seaplane and
commercial helicopter ratings. She is a flight and
instrument instructor and is rated and qualified to
fly planes from World War II fighters to jets.
Wagstaff’s sister, Toni, is a pilot for United
Airlines.
The St. Augustine pilot is a six-time recipient of
the “First Lady of Aerobatics” Betty Skelton
Award. In July 2004, she was inducted into the
National Aviation Hall of Fame and was the
recipient of the National Air and Space
Museum’s Award for Current Achievement in
1994. Wagstaff received the industry’s “Sword of
Excellence” and the “Bill Barber Award for
Showmanship.

In 1994, her airplane, the Goodrich Extra 260, went on display in the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum in
Washington, D.C.
Wagstaff has trained with the Russian Aerobatic Team and has flown airshows and competitions in South and
Central America, Russia, Europe, Mexico and Iceland. She also works as a stunt pilot and aerial coordinator the the
film and television industry. Since 2001, she has traveled to Kenya to give bush, recurrency and aerobatic training to
the pilots of the Kenya Wildlife Service who protect Kenya’s elephants, rhino and other natural resources from
poachers. From 2010 to 2012, she flew for Cal Fire as an air attack pilot in the OV-10 Bronco, which supports
firefighters on the ground.
In 2013 she returned to Florida to start an aerobatic school, “Patty Wagstaff Aerobatic School” in St. Augustine.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20190812/top-pilot-patty-wagstaff-to-perform-at-punta-gorda-air-show

Susan Evans pulled a mattress off her bed and laid
on the floor of her master closet, careful to leave
about 4 inches of space between the fabric and the
ground so she could breathe.
Hurricane Charley, a tightly packed Category 4
storm, was bearing down on her Punta Gorda home.
Wayne Sallade, then Charlotte County's emergency
director, ordered his employees to head to the county
jail to ride out the storm.
Staff members at the Collier Inn on Useppa Island cowered in the historic home’s wine cellar.
Shop owners throughout the region boarded up their
businesses and hoped for the best.
This was how many Southwest Florida residents spent the
terrifying hours of Friday, Aug. 13, 2004, riding out Charley.
The storm has left its mark as one of the most powerful and
devastating hurricanes in all of U.S. history, making landfall in
Southwest Florida.
That season, Charley was only the beginning in a string of
four hurricanes to slam Florida in a six-week period. The
devastation was unimaginable.
Charley hit Punta Gorda the worst, causing $3.2 billion in damage in Charlotte County alone, Sallade
said.
The storm had been headed for Tampa as a Category 2, but winds coming from the northwest
knocked Charley 22 miles off course — just enough to steer it northeast through the middle of
Charlotte County.
On its path east, Charley struck barrier islands Sanibel and Captiva, causing serious damage. The
storm even cut a new pass through North Captiva, which locals have named “Charley’s Pass.”

South Seas Resort, a 300-acre complex on the northern tip
of Captiva, was shut down for eighteen months.
Getting materials and workers onto the islands for repairs
was difficult, as Sanibel and Captiva are accessible only by
bridge, which has a weight limit.
In the days after Charley hit, National Guard troops blocked
the single bridge allowing residents back onto the islands
from the mainland to assess damage. Many tried to sneak
past the authorities to try and reach their homes and businesses by sea, resulting in some arrests.
Owners on Useppa Island spent $2.5 million to get the operational side of things up and running
again — which did not fully happen until about a year and a half later, said Rogan White,
membership director and real estate sales manager at
Useppa Island Club.
Many from Lee to DeSoto counties struggled to get their
businesses operational as soon as possible. In Arcadia,
Charley ripped roofs off historic brick buildings that
housed antique shops and other stores.
In Charlotte, the storm had ripped 11,000 homes to pieces,
scattering parts of roofs, siding and flooring to neighbors’
yards by late Friday afternoon. Nearly 120,000 residents
were without electricity.

The Storm
Susan Evans, vice president and chief of staff of Florida Gulf Coast University, knows too well
Charley’s physical and emotional impact.
Evans moved into her 1920 home in Punta Gorda’s downtown historic district, right next to Charlotte
Harbor, in 1990. It was her first home out of college.
When firefighters knocked on her door around 11 a.m. that Friday morning — informing Evans of the
mandatory evacuation — she calmly told them that she had decided to stay put, a decision she
would come to regret for the rest of her life.
A fireman took down her name, date of birth and next of kin.

Hours later, Evans found herself in her master bedroom
closet, dragging her queen-size mattress and pressing it on
top of her body. It was a trick she remembers hearing from
Hurricane Andrew survivors, the hurricane that devastated
southeast Florida — especially Homestead — in 1992 and
led to tougher state building standards.
Evans spent the next several hours hot and sweating, being
able to feel and hear as the winds ferociously shook her
home from side to side.
Convinced she would die in the storm, Evans was surprised when she finally opened the door of her
closet and saw that her bedroom remained intact.
But the community that Evans grew up in was not.
“The whole town … it looked like things that you see on the news where a
bomb has taken place,” she said. “The buildings just reduced to stones.
You walked and as far as your eye can see, there was devastation and
destruction everywhere.”
Immediately, Evans’ mind began dividing her life in two: before Charley,
and after. Up until last year, Evans would begin to feel a sense of worry —
that something wasn’t quite right — about one month before Aug. 13 each
year.
“The emotional impact lasts much longer than the cleanup and the physical
restoration of a town,” Evans said.
During Hurricane Irma in 2017, Evans sent emails providing updates and
encouraging the FGCU community to seek help from a counselor if they felt
like they needed it.
“I did not talk to anyone in terms of a counselor after Hurricane Charley, but
it is something that I should have done,” she said. “I encouraged people here who might be similarly
affected.”

The Aftermath
Tired of the rough weather, Sam Harmon moved with his wife from snowy Syracuse, New York, to
Fort Myers in 2002, just two years before Charley.

Harmon has been flying airplanes for 35
years. He kept his plane, a yellow, black and
white Piper PA-28-180 Cherokee, at the
now-Punta Gorda Airport.
Although Harmon’s home in Fort Myers was
minimally affected by the hurricane, he was
worried about damage to his aircraft. The
morning after the storm, Harmon hopped in
his car and attempted to make his way to
Charlotte County.
“There were wires down, there were trees
down — it was really not an easy thing to get to the airport," he said.
Harmon remembers attempting to drive through a mobile home park that Charley had destroyed.
“It used to be on this side of the road and now it was on that side of the road, literally,” he said. “The
whole mobile home park was blown across the road.”
When he eventually did make it to the airport, Harmon was shocked to find planes piled on top of
one another, tossed to another part of the field or rolled up into metal balls.
His plane ended up with $50,000 in damage, but it was fixable — Harmon had gotten off lucky,
compared to some of the others.
“You really can’t understand it unless you
were there,” Harmon said, who took hundreds
of photographs that day. “Unless you walked
around there and saw this stuff, you just can’t
— it was unbelievable.”

The Recovery
It took Charlotte County around five years to
fully recover from Charley’s devastation.
Sallade, the former emergency management director, had moved to Port Charlotte when he was 10.
Even though he was both emotionally and physically exhausted from the pressure that comes with
keeping an entire county vigilant, Sallade refused to leave his community until he was fully satisfied
that he had seen the recovery through.

“I couldn’t sleep, I was having anxiety attacks,”
he said of those long, harrowing days. “I had
been working 22 hours a day, basically, and
catching cat naps.”
Although emergency management operates from
an all-hazards perspective, it is impossible to
have a plan for everything, Sallade said.
“The one thing I had no plan for was a hurricane
that was supposed to be a Category 2 passing
offshore, that became almost a Category 5 right
in my back door,” Sallade said. “You have to pray
that everything you had done was enough, that
people were gonna pay attention.”
There were nine deaths statewide directly resulting from the storm. Four of them occurred in
Charlotte County, which was both a miracle and a tragedy, said Sallade, who said he was later
diagnosed with PTSD.
In Charley’s aftermath, it felt as if the entire world had shown up on Southwest Florida’s doorstep to
help put the pieces back together. The hurricane had been the biggest disaster in the U.S. in 12
years, Sallade said.
The reinforcements, as well as the community’s hard work, made for a speedier recovery.
“We were called a textbook recovery, and that credit goes to the residents,” he said. “Charlotte
County did and still does have a senior population. They had to recover from things before, so
basically everybody just hitched up their pants and said, ‘Let’s get to work.’”

Charley, 15 Years Later
Sallade continues to keep Southwest Florida residents informed of tropical storms from his new
home in Colorado via his Facebook page. He remains always on-guard, weary that another Charley
could hit the region at any moment.
The biggest lesson he learned from those fateful weeks 15 years ago: "You just never know."
Although Evans had her Punta Gorda home rebuilt after Charley, she moved to Lee County seven
years later. She is much smarter now about following emergency directions, she said.

What Evans remembers most of those days is not the hours she spent fearing the worst, but a sense
of gratitude for everyone who came to Southwest Florida’s rescue.
“While there are truly the traumatic parts, I would say an equally-felt emotion is just the
overwhelming sense of gratitude for all of the people who helped us,” she said. “It’s very inspiring to
see how people step up.”
Hurricane Charley facts
Started: August 4 as a tropical wave off the western coast of Africa
Path: Moved to the southeastern Caribbean Sea on August 9, approaching Jamaica, the Cayman
Islands and Cuba before reaching Florida
Strength: Category 4 with peak winds up to 150 mph
Deaths: 10 direct deaths in the U.S.
Damage: $15.1 billion

Charlotte shines 15 years after Charley
By Hector Flores Deputy County Administrator | Aug 13, 2019

Anniversaries are a time of reflection and
celebration. In our personal lives, they mark
milestones in our marriages or careers. Yesterday’s
15th anniversary of the day Hurricane Charley
made a direct hit on Charlotte County is one we
would rather not acknowledge, never mind
remember.
The hurricane not only wrecked homes and ruined
lives, it marked the start of further misfortune.
Home prices soared, igniting a housing bubble that left many families with no place to live. That was
followed by the bursting of that bubble, which led to an unprecedented number of foreclosures, massive
layoffs (including hundreds of county employees) and a financial crisis that became known as the Great
Recession.
It was personally painful for me to see so many of my colleagues impacted by Charley and the postCharley recession. Now many years removed from that experience, I’m also struck by the remarkable
resilience demonstrated by my peers and the people of Charlotte County. People repaired or rebuilt the
thousands of homes and businesses damaged or destroyed by the hurricane. Our institutions stepped up,
too. The school district rebuilt six schools and repaired the rest. The county repaired dozens of facilities at
a cost of tens of millions of dollars and cleared tons of debris strewn across the county.
Fifteen years after Hurricane Charley finds Charlotte County in a period of positive change, with strong
economic development happening across the county. Babcock Ranch, which shrugged off a brush with
Hurricane Irma in 2017, is making great progress and making news around the world as the nation’s first
solar-powered city. Murdock Village on Monday passed its own milestone, with a check-presentation
ceremony marking Private Equity Group’s purchase of 452 acres and the beginning of the development
phase. New businesses are opening along our commercial corridors and new homes are being built in

subdivisions and infill areas. Victims of the economic downturn are getting new names and new lives,
such as Heritage Landing at the site of the former Tern Bay off Burnt Store Road. Work is underway on
Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor, which will trigger the transformation of the county’s oldest
community.
These 15 years have also seen the county’s own facilities transformed. We developed three regional parks,
two of which now have new recreation centers. New splash pads at a pair of parks have won rave reviews
and a new library in Punta Gorda is set to open in two weeks. Widened roads, like Edgewater Drive,
Gasparilla Road, Burnt Store Road and Midway Boulevard, and new ones, such as Piper Road next to the
Punta Gorda Airport, have improved traffic flow and enhanced motorist safety.
We’re also better prepared today for whatever may come. Whereas Hurricane Charley heavily damaged
our vulnerable emergency management office, even as staff were plotting its course, we now have an
emergency operations center that can withstand a Category 5 hurricane and operate off the grid
indefinitely after a storm. In fact, staff and volunteers from our Community Emergency Response Team
will be conducting a training session on Friday at the EOC.
After Hurricane Irma, we identified more than four dozen ways to improve our readiness and response.
We installed lift station generators to ensure wastewater treatment is not interrupted by a power outage.
We’re expanding storage capacity to ensure our emergency vehicles and recovery equipment have the fuel
needed to carry out missions. We designated more staff as essential to allow county operations to resume
as soon as possible after an emergency and trained more than 120 additional employees to work through a
storm and its aftermath in shelters and our emergency call center.
Our people are better prepared and informed, too. Public response to preparedness outreach and
information has exceeded expectations and we have developed new ways to reach residents, such as social
media and a phone, text and email alert system. (Visit AlertCharlotte.com to sign up if you haven’t
already.)
A heartening symbol of the county’s recovery and progress since Hurricane Charley was our community’s
response to the needs generated by hurricanes Ivan and Michael. Trucks loaded with supplies helped
repay part of our debt for the generosity and kindness we experienced after Charley. Nearly two-dozen
county employees deployed to disaster zones to help communities get back on their feet.

Anyone who lived through Charley has their own memories of the storm and its impact. Some left and
never returned. Some succumbed to the experience, but were never counted in official tallies. Our
progress doesn’t diminish their suffering or loss.
Looking back today, I’m proud of how our community weathered Hurricane Charley, impressed by the
resilience of our people and our institutions and optimistic about our future.
Toastmasters award
The CC Gov Toastmasters club founded in April 2017 was named Toastmasters International District 48,
Division F Club of the Year. CC Gov Toastmasters also received the organization’s President’s
Distinguished Club Award. The county club, which has 27 members, is the youngest of the 20 clubs in
Division F.
“Our Toastmasters club is open to any county employee who wants to develop their public speaking and
leadership skills. I’m proud of the way our members help each other to grow personally and professionally
and appreciate the county leadership’s support of our efforts. This award recognizes the commitment our
members have shown to not only building our individual skills, but to creating a culture of continuous
improvement among our members,” said CC Gov Toastmasters Immediate Past President Elizabeth
Tracy, program manager for the county’s government access television station, CC-TV. “I want to thank
the many Toastmasters from other clubs in the area who gave so much time and energy helping us to
launch and grow CC Gov Toastmasters.”
Toastmasters International is a nonprofit educational organization that teaches public speaking and
leadership skills through a worldwide network of clubs. The organization has 357,000 members in more
than 16,600 clubs in 143 countries.

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/opinion/charlotte-shines-years-after-charley/article_cd252a1abded-11e9-ab9f-3b9cf5d051b6.html

Allegiant adds flights at Sarasota-Bradenton and Punta
Gorda airports

The discount carrier adds
eight cities to SRQ and
five to PGD in Charlotte
County.
SARASOTA — Allegiant is adding
eight new cities this fall to its roster
of flights at Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport.
The new nonstop service to
McGhee Tyson Airport in Knoxville,
Tennessee, launches Nov. 21 and will be year-round, the discount airline announced Tuesday. The others
— to St. Louis, Des Moines and Louisville; Fort Wayne and South Bend, Indiana; Rockford, Illinois and
Flint, Michigan — will be seasonal.
Service will begin on Nov. 15 to MidAmerica St. Louis Airport, and on Nov. 23 to Des Moines
International Airport and Chicago Rockford International Airport.
On Nov. 24, Allegiant will start flying to Bishop International Airport in Flint, Michigan, and Fort Wayne
International Airport in Indiana.

Allegiant Air plans Sunseeker Resort for Port Charlotte
And on Nov. 25, flights will begin to Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport and South Bend
International Airport.
The eight additional flights bring Allegiant’s total out of the airport to 20. Allegiant has by far the most
routes of any airline operating at Sarasota-Bradenton.
Allegiant also is adding five seasonal routes to Punta Gorda Airport.
The airline started service at SRQ in in April 2018 with three destinations and announced an
additional nine in November of last year.

The new flights are expected to bring nearly 54,000 new passengers a year through the airport.
Introductory one-way fares will be as low as $59, the airline said.
Rick Piccolo, president and CEO of Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, said that the new service
brings some old routes back to SRQ.
“You have the St. Louis, Belleville, and Chicago/Rockford type flights that were big markets for us in the
old days. When I first came here, (Trans World Airlines) was flying four jets to St. Louis every day. We’re
getting some markets back,” Piccolo said. “When you look at it, it’s a lot of the Midwest, which is a big
traditional market for us.”
All flights will operate twice weekly.
Bud Hafer, manager of airport affairs for
Allegiant, said that the new flights will build
on the success Allegiant has already had at
Sarasota-Bradenton.
Allegiant has flown 228,000 passengers in its
15 months at SRQ and had an economic
impact of $138 million on the community over
that time, Piccolo said. All of SRQ’s new
service, including Allegiant, Frontier
Airlines and new routes from larger carriers
such as American Airlines and United
Airlines, has led to $309 million in economic
impact, he said.
“Everything we started flying here has been
really successful, so we wanted to continue
with that. There were many other markets that
we already serve, just not to Sarasota, so we
wanted to expand that out, continue to grow and see how these ones do,” Hafer said.
Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said that she was very happy to see Knoxville become a
year-round route. In Visit Sarasota’s plan for its next fiscal year starting Oct. 1, Knoxville is mentioned as
a city to focus on, she said.
For fiscal year 2018, which ended on Sept. 30 of last year, Knoxville was No. 12 on a list of highest average
visitor spending per trip, behind entire countries like Canada, the United Kingdom and Germany and
major U.S. cities like New York. Travelers from Knoxville spent $1,970 per trip in Sarasota County, Haley
said.
Since Allegiant focuses on service to secondary markets — like Rockford instead of the one of the main
urban Chicago airports — Visit Sarasota County can get more for its money when it comes to advertising.
“I’ve heard (Visit Sarasota Vice President) Erin Duggan say this 10 times this week, and I don’t think it’s
an original quote, but she said, ‘You don’t want to be an inch deep and a mile wide with your advertising.’
We’d rather go with a robust, multi-layered campaign, where we can really show we’ve moved the needle,”
she said. “At the same time, that same amount of money might get you one ad, one time in the New York
Times.”
At Punta Gorda, service begins Nov. 13 to Elmira Corning Regional Airport in New York. The next day
Allegiant will start flying to Charleston International Airport in South Carolina and Norfolk International
Airport in Virginia.

And on Nov. 15 the airline will add service to Memphis International Airport and Sioux Falls Regional
Airport.
Hafer said that Southwest Florida as a whole continues to be an in-demand market for Allegiant.
“We’re really strong in the Midwest; that’s where everyone in the Midwest wants to come — Southwest
Florida. We came to Sarasota a little bit later than other places in Southwest Florida, but we’re finding it
does really well,” he said.
All the Punta Gorda flights will operate twice a week. Officials say they will increase airport traffic by
29,000 passengers a year.
“The addition of five new Allegiant destinations is outstanding news for our local community and
economy,” said Pamella Seay, chair of the Charlotte County Airport Authority.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20190813/allegiant-adds-flights-at-sarasota-bradenton-andpunta-gorda-airports

Allegiant announces nonstop service to Punta
Gorda Airport in Florida
by ABC News 4

Tuesday, August 13th 2019

Pack your bags, Allegiant
will soon be providing
service from Charleston
to Punta Gorda Airport
(PGD) in Florida.
The nonstop service will
begin November 14 with
one-way fares as low as
$49.
“We’re excited to offer Charlestonians a new nonstop option for travel to
Punta Gorda,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning and
revenue. “We know local travelers will love our convenient, affordable
service to get away to beautiful southwest Florida this winter, while Punta
Gorda-area travelers can enjoy beautiful, historic Charleston.”
The seasonal route will operate twice weekly.
https://abcnews4.com/news/local/allegiant-announces-nonstop-service-to-punta-gorda-airport-inflorida

Allegiant Adding Seasonal Nonstop Service From XNA To Phoenix
POSTED 11:01 AM, AUGUST 13, 2019, BY 5NEWS WEB STAFF, UPDATED AT 05:38PM, AUGUST 13, 2019

HIGHFILL, Ark. (KFSM) — Allegiant Airlines has
announced a new nonstop, seasonal flight from the
Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport to Phoenix
starting this November.

The flights will leave XNA starting Nov. 14 and
will fly to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA)
nonstop. The new service is one of 24 new nonstop
routes announced Tuesday (Aug. 13) by Allegiant.

In addition, the airline is offering the new service for a discounted price for a limited time. Those who purchase the
new service's flight by Aug. 14 for travel by May 12, 2020, can get the flight for $69 each way. The price includes
taxes, carrier charges and government fees. Optional baggage fees are not covered in the price, Allegiant announced.

The complete list of new flights is below.

The new year-round routes to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) include:
1. Traverse City, Michigan via Cherry Capital Airport (TVC) – beginning November 13, 2019 with fares
as low as $79.*
2. Fort Collins, Colorado via Northern Colorado Regional Airport (FNL) – beginning November 22,
2019 with fares as low as $49.*
The new year-round routes to Palm Beach International Airport (PBI) include:
1. Pittsburgh via Pittsburgh International Airport (PIT) – beginning November 14, 2019 with fares as low
as $54.*
2. Charlotte, North Carolina via Concord-Padgett Regional Airport (USA) – beginning November 15,
2019 with fares as low as $54.*
3. Knoxville, Tennessee via McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS) – beginning November 15, 2019 with fares as
low as $59.*
4. Indianapolis via Indianapolis International Airport (IND) – beginning November 25, 2019 with fares as
low as$59.*

5. Asheville, North Carolina via Asheville Regional Airport (AVL) – beginning November 25, 2019 with
fares as low as $54.*
6. Cincinnati via Cincinnati / Northern Kentucky International Airport (CVG) – beginning November 25,
2019 with fares as low as $49.*
The new year-round route to McCarran International Airport (LAS) includes:
7. Fort Collins, Colorado via Northern Colorado Regional Airport (FNL) – beginning November 21,
2019 with fares as low as $49.*
The new year-round route to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ)includes:
1. Knoxville, Tennessee via McGhee Tyson Airport (TYS) – beginning November 21, 2019 with fares as
low as $59.*
The new seasonal service to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD) includes:
1. Elmira, New York via Elmira Corning Regional Airport (ELM) – beginning November 13, 2019 with
fares as low as $69.*
2. Charleston, South Carolina via Charleston International Airport (CHS) – beginning November 14,
2019 with fares as low as $49.*
3. Memphis, Tennessee via Memphis International Airport (MEM) – beginning November 15, 2019 with
fares as low as $59.*
4. Norfolk, Virginia via Norfolk International Airport (ORF) – beginning November 14, 2019 with fares
as low as $54.*
5. Sioux Falls, South Dakota via Sioux Falls Regional Airport (FSD) – beginning November 15,
2019 with fares as low as $59.*
The new seasonal service to Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport (AZA) includes:
1. Bentonville, Arkansas via Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport (XNA) – beginning November 14,
2019 with fares as low as $69.*
The new seasonal service from Tucson International Airport (TUS) includes:
1. Indianapolis, Indiana via Indianapolis International Airport (IND) – beginning November 14,
2019 with fares as low as $59.*
The new seasonal service to Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ)includes:
1. St. Louis, Missouri via MidAmerica St. Louis Airport (BLV) – beginning November 15, 2019 with
fares as low as $69.*
2. Des Moines, Iowa via Des Moines International Airport (DSM) – beginning November 23, 2019 with
fares as low as $79.*
3. Rockford, Illinois via Chicago Rockford International Airport (RFD) – beginning November 23,
2019 with fares as low as $69.*
4. Flint, Michigan via Bishop International Airport (FNT) – beginning November 24, 2019 with fares as
low as $69.*

5. Fort Wayne, Indiana via Fort Wayne International Airport (FWA) – beginning November 24,
2019 with fares as low as $69.*
6. Louisville, Kentucky via Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport (SDF) – beginning November
25, 2019with fares as low as $59.*
7. South Bend, Indiana via South Bend International Airport (SBN) – beginning November 25, 2019 with
fares as low as $69.*
*Seats and dates are limited and fares are not available on all flights.

https://5newsonline.com/2019/08/13/allegiant-adding-seasonal-nonstop-service-from-xna-to-phoenix/

Allegiant Air announces five new routes to
Punta Gorda Airport
Allegiant Air announced Tuesday five new nonstop routes are
being added to the Punta Gorda Airport.
Tuesday, August 13th 2019, 5:23 AM EDT by Taylor Crehan
Updated:
Tuesday, August 13th 2019, 7:21 AM EDT

PUNTA GORDA, Fla. - Five new nonstop routes are
being added to the Punta Gorda Airport, Allegiant Air
announced Tuesday.

The lowcost airline will have flights from Charleston,
South Carolina; Elmira, New York; Memphis,
Tennessee; Norfolk, Virginia and Sioux Falls, South Dakota to Punta Gorda, according to a press release.

“We’re thrilled to announce such a major expansion in southwest Florida,” Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of
planning and revenue, said in a press release. “This beautiful area is one of the most sought-after Allegiant
destinations, and now even more travelers can enjoy all it has to offer.”
The new nonstop routes will operate twice a week and will bring about 29,000 visitors to Punta Gorda.

“The addition of five new Allegiant destinations is outstanding news for our local community and economy,” Charlotte
County Airport Authority Chair, Pamella Seay, said in a press release. “As PGD’s partnership with Allegiant has
grown, so have the exciting travel and tourism opportunities for Southwest Floridians.”

Flights from Elmira will start on Nov. 13 at $69, flights from Charleston will start on Nov. 14 at $49, flights from
Memphis will start on Nov. 15 at $59, flights from Sioux Falls will start on Nov. 15 at $59 and flights from Norfolk will
start Nov. 14 at $54.

For information on flight dates and times, click here.

https://www.nbc-2.com/story/40909490/allegiant-air-announces-five-new-routes-to-punta-gordaairport

TRI-COUNTY

Airline plans non-stop service from Charleston to Florida
destination in November
By Patrick Phillips | August 13, 2019 at 11:18 AM EDT - Updated August 13 at 11:18 AM

CHARLESTON, S.C.
(WCSC) - Passengers at the
Charleston International
Airport will be able to fly
nonstop to Punta Gorda,
Fla., beginning in midNovember, the airport
announced Tuesday
morning.
Allegiant Air announced
service with one-away fares
as low as $49 beginning
Nov. 14, Charleston County Aviation Authority Deputy Director Spencer Pryor said.
Flight days, times and the lowest fares can be found only at Allegiant.com.
“We’re excited to offer Charlestonians a new nonstop option for travel to Punta Gorda,”
Allegiant Vice President of Planning and Revenue Drew Wells said. “We know local travelers
will love our convenient, affordable service to get away to beautiful southwest Florida this
winter, while Punta Gorda-area travelers can enjoy beautiful, historic Charleston.”
This new seasonal route will operate twice weekly, Pryor said.
The new route brings the number of cities Allegiant will serve from Charleston International
Airport to six.
“Connecting our passengers to the Florida Gulf Coast and other south Florida destinations is a
win-win for both Charleston International Airport and Allegiant,” Airport CEO and Executive
Director Paul Campbell said. “The addition of Punta Gorda to our expanding network of nonstop
markets will help to ensure another year of record passengers traveling to and from our region.”
For the introductory fare price, flights must be purchased by Aug. 14, 2019 for travel by May 12, 2020.

https://www.live5news.com/2019/08/13/airline-plans-non-stop-service-charleston-florida-destinationnovember/
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HURRICANE CHARLEY

15 years ago, a frightful day
Looking back at
the storm that
changed SW
Florida forever
Jocelyn Grzeszczak Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Susan Evans pulled a mattress off her
bed and laid on the floor of her master
closet, careful to leave about 4 inches of
space between the fabric and the
ground so she could breathe.
Hurricane Charley, a tightly packed
Category 4 storm, was bearing down on
her Punta Gorda home.
Wayne Sallade, then Charlotte County's emergency director, ordered his employees to head to the county jail to ride
out the storm.
Staff members at the Collier Inn on
Useppa Island cowered in the historic
home’s wine cellar.
Shop owners throughout the region
boarded up their businesses and hoped
for the best.
This was how many Southwest Florida residents spent the terrifying hours
of Friday, Aug. 13, 2004, riding out Charley.
The storm has left its mark as one of
the most powerful and devastating hurricanes in all of U.S. history, making
landfall in Southwest Florida.
That season, Charley was only the
beginning in a string of four hurricanes
to slam Florida in a six-week period. The
devastation was unimaginable.
Charley hit Punta Gorda the worst,
causing $3.2 billion in damage in Charlotte County alone, Sallade said.
The storm had been headed for Tampa as a Category 2, but winds coming
from the northwest knocked Charley 22
miles off course — just enough to steer it

Mobile homes in this Punta Gorda neighborhood, as seen on Aug. 14, 2004, were demolished by Hurricane Charley the day
before. CLINT KRAUSE/THE NEWS-PRESS FILE

Hurricane Charley facts

Strength: Category 4 with peak winds
up to 150 mph

Jorge Vergara,3,
plays in the
wreckage of his
grandparents
destroyed mobile
home at the Pink
Citrus Trailer
Park on Pine
Island near
Bokeelia on Aug.
16, 2004.

Deaths: 10 direct deaths in the U.S.

ANDREW WEST/

Started: August 4 as a tropical wave off
the western coast of Africa
Path: Moved to the southeastern Caribbean Sea on August 9, approaching
Jamaica, the Cayman Islands and Cuba
before reaching Florida

THE NEWS-PRESS FILE

Damage: $15.1 billion

See CHARLEY, Page 6A
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Charley
Continued from Page 1A

northeast through the middle of Charlotte County.
On its path east, Charley struck barrier islands Sanibel and Captiva, causing serious damage. The storm even cut
a new pass through North Captiva,
which locals have named “Charley’s
Pass.”
South Seas Resort, a 300-acre complex on the northern tip of Captiva, was
shut down for eighteen months.
Getting materials and workers onto
the islands for repairs was difficult, as
Sanibel and Captiva are accessible only
by bridge, which has a weight limit.
In the days after Charley hit, National
Guard troops blocked the single bridge
allowing residents back onto the islands
from the mainland to assess damage.
Many tried to sneak past the authorities
to try and reach their homes and businesses by sea, resulting in some arrests.
Owners on Useppa Island spent $2.5
million to get the operational side of
things up and running again — which
did not fully happen until about a year
and a half later, said Rogan White, membership director and real estate sales
manager at Useppa Island Club.
Many from Lee to DeSoto counties
struggled to get their businesses operational as soon as possible. In Arcadia,
Charley ripped roofs off historic brick
buildings that housed antique shops
and other stores.
In Charlotte, the storm had ripped
11,000 homes to pieces, scattering parts
of roofs, siding and flooring to neighbors’ yards by late Friday afternoon.
Nearly 120,000 residents were without
electricity.

Aug. 13 marks the 15-year anniversary of Hurricane Charley. Sam Harmon, who The News-Press photographed back in 2004
while he was surveying damage of his plane at the Charlotte County Airport. Harmon keeps a photo album from that day
and talked about life since then. His private plane that was used for work travel was heavily damaged in the hurricane.
ANDREA MELENDEZ/THE NEWS-PRESS

The Storm
Susan Evans, vice president and
chief of staff of Florida Gulf Coast University, knows too well Charley’s physical and emotional impact.
Evans moved into her 1920 home in
Punta Gorda’s downtown historic district, right next to Charlotte Harbor, in
1990. It was her first home out of college.
When firefighters knocked on her
door around 11 a.m. that Friday morning
— informing Evans of the mandatory
evacuation — she calmly told them that
she had decided to stay put, a decision
she would come to regret for the rest of
her life.
A fireman took down her name, date
of birth and next of kin.
Hours later, Evans found herself in
her master bedroom closet, dragging
her queen-size mattress and pressing it
on top of her body. It was a trick she remembers hearing from Hurricane Andrew survivors, the hurricane that devastated southeast Florida — especially
Homestead — in 1992 and led to tougher
state building standards.
Evans spent the next several hours
hot and sweating, being able to feel and
hear as the winds ferociously shook her
home from side to side.
Convinced she would die in the
storm, Evans was surprised when she finally opened the door of her closet and
saw that her bedroom remained intact.
But the community that Evans grew
up in was not.
“The whole town … it looked like
things that you see on the news where a
bomb has taken place,” she said. “The
buildings just reduced to stones. You
walked and as far as your eye can see,
there was devastation and destruction
everywhere.”
Immediately, Evans’ mind began dividing her life in two: before Charley,
and after. Up until last year, Evans
would begin to feel a sense of worry —

Harmon’s Piper PA-28-180 Cherokee, as it was getting fixed. After going through
a $50,000 repair process, the rebuilt plane was used by Harmon up until a few
years ago when it was sold..
PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

that something wasn’t quite right —
about one month before Aug. 13 each
year.
“The emotional impact lasts much
longer than the cleanup and the physical restoration of a town,” Evans said.
During Hurricane Irma in 2017, Evans
sent emails providing updates and encouraging the FGCU community to seek
help from a counselor if they felt like
they needed it.
“I did not talk to anyone in terms of a
counselor after Hurricane Charley, but it
is something that I should have done,”
she said. “I encouraged people here who
might be similarly affected.”

The Aftermath
Tired of the rough weather, Sam Harmon moved with his wife from snowy
Syracuse, New York, to Fort Myers in
2002, just two years before Charley.
Harmon has been flying airplanes for
35 years. He kept his plane, a yellow,
black and white Piper PA-28-180 Cherokee, at the now-Punta Gorda Airport.
Although Harmon’s home in Fort Myers was minimally affected by the hurricane, he was worried about damage to
his aircraft. The morning after the
storm, Harmon hopped in his car and attempted to make his way to Charlotte
County.
“There were wires down, there were
trees down — it was really not an easy
thing to get to the airport," he said.
Harmon remembers attempting to
drive through a mobile home park that
Charley had destroyed.

“It used to be on this side of the road
and now it was on that side of the road,
literally,” he said. “The whole mobile
home park was blown across the road.”
When he eventually did make it to
the airport, Harmon was shocked to find
planes piled on top of one another,
tossed to another part of the field or
rolled up into metal balls.
His plane ended up with $50,000 in
damage, but it was fixable — Harmon
had gotten off lucky, compared to some
of the others.
“You really can’t understand it unless
you were there,” Harmon said, who took
hundreds of photographs that day. “Unless you walked around there and saw
this stuff, you just can’t — it was unbelievable.”

The Recovery
It took Charlotte County around five
years to fully recover from Charley’s
devastation.
Sallade, the former emergency management director, had moved to Port
Charlotte when he was 10.
Even though he was exhausted from
the pressure that comes with keeping
an entire county vigilant, Sallade refused to leave his community until he
was fully satisfied that he had seen the
recovery through.
“I couldn’t sleep, I was having anxiety
attacks,” he said of those long, harrowing days. “I had been working 22 hours a
day, basically, and catching cat naps.”
Although emergency management
operates from an all-hazards perspec-

tive, it is impossible to have a plan for
everything, Sallade said.
“The one thing I had no plan for was a
hurricane that was supposed to be a
Category 2 passing offshore, that became almost a Category 5 right in my
back door,” Sallade said. “You have to
pray that everything you had done was
enough, that people were gonna pay attention.”
There were nine deaths statewide directly resulting from the storm. Four of
them occurred in Charlotte County,
which was both a miracle and a tragedy,
said Sallade, who said he was later diagnosed with PTSD.
In Charley’s aftermath, it felt as if the
entire world had shown up on Southwest Florida’s doorstep to help put the
pieces back together. The hurricane had
been the biggest disaster in the U.S. in 12
years, Sallade said.
The reinforcements, as well as the
community’s hard work, made for a
speedier recovery.
“We were called a textbook recovery,
and that credit goes to the residents,” he
said. “Charlotte County did and still
does have a senior population. They had
to recover from things before, so basically everybody just hitched up their
pants and said, ‘Let’s get to work.’”

Charley, 15 Years Later
Sallade continues to keep Southwest
Florida residents informed of tropical
storms from his new home in Colorado
via his Facebook page. He remains always on-guard, weary that another
Charley could hit the region at any moment.
The biggest lesson he learned from
those fateful weeks 15 years ago: "You
just never know."
Although Evans had her Punta Gorda
home rebuilt after Charley, she moved to
Lee County seven years later. She is
much smarter now about following
emergency directions, she said.
What Evans remembers most of
those days is not the hours she spent
fearing the worst, but a sense of gratitude for everyone who came to Southwest Florida’s rescue.
“While there are truly the traumatic
parts, I would say an equally-felt emotion is just the overwhelming sense of
gratitude for all of the people who
helped us,” she said. “It’s very inspiring
to see how people step up.”

Allegiant adds 24 new routes, including a return to Palm Beach and
Fort Collins, Colorado
Dawn Gilbertson, USA TODAY

Published 7:45 a.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019

Allegiant Air is gearing up for the busy winter travel season with 24 new nonstop routes that will take travelers from smaller cities
to popular warm-weather destinations.
The Las Vegas-based budget airline's latest expansion includes a return to two cities it previously served: Palm Beach,
Florida, and Fort Collins, Colorado. Allegiant hasn't served Fort Collins since 2012 and Palm Beach since 2016.
The new flights, which can be booked on the airline's website, will generally be offered twice a week. Some flights are seasonal,
others will operate year round. Don't expect the introductory fares to be available for travel around Thanksgiving, Christmas or
other peak travel periods.
Allegiant, like fellow discounters Spirit and Frontier, charges low base fares plus fees for "extras,'' including a seat assignment,
carry-on or checked bag, in-flight drinks and food and more.

Here's where Allegiant is adding flights
Palm Beach, Florida, to and from:
Pittsburgh: Year-round service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $54 one way.
Charlotte, North Carolina (Concord-Padgett Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Knoxville, Tennessee (McGhee Tyson Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Indianapolis: Year-round service begins Nov. 21, with fares starting at $59.
Asheville, North Carolina (Asheville Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $54.
Cincinnati: Year-round service begin Nov. 25 with fares starting at $49.
Fort Collins, Colorado, (Northern Colorado Regional Aiport) to and from:
Phoenix (Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 22 with one-way fares starting at $49.
Las Vegas: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $49. The flights will be offered four times a week.
Punta Gorda, Florida, to and from:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Sarasota, Florida (Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport) to and from:
St. Louis, Missouri (MidAmerica St. Louis Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with one-way fares starting at $69.
Des Moines, Iowa: Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares starting at $79.
Rockford, Illinois (Chicago Rockford International Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares starting at $69.
Flint, Michigan: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Fort Wayne, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.

Knoxville, Tennessee: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $59.
Louisville, Kentucky: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $59.
South Bend, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $69.
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to and from:
Traverse City, Michigan: Year-round service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $79.
Bentonville, Arkansas: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $69. (Allegiant briefly served the route nearly a
decade ago.)
Tucson, Arizona, to and from:
Indianapolis: Seasonal service starts Nov. 14 with fares starting at $59.

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/newswire/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-expansion-24-new-routes-palm-beach-florida-fort-collins-colorado-sarasota-puntagorda/1995139001/?a=a&utm_source=tcpalm-Daily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline

Air service from Punta Gorda Airport continues to grow rapidly, with Allegiant announcing Tuesday
five new seasonal nonstop routes.
The new destinations are Elmira, New York; Charleston, South Carolina; Memphis, Tennessee;
Norfolk, Virginia; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. All of the flights begin in November.
Allegiant Travel Co. is best known for its low-fare airline. However, it’s also moving forward with its
first Sunseeker Resort, a complex of more than 25 acres on the Charlotte Harbor-Peace River
waterfront about 7 miles from Punta Gorda Airport.
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842
condominium-hotel units on the property between Tamiami
Trail and Bayshore Live Oak Park in unincorporated
Charlotte County.
Here are more details on the new routes:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional Airport):
Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
For more information, visit flypgd.com.

https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-adds-5-new-flights-punta-gordaairport/1995267001/

Though 80 days out, the 2019 Florida International Air Show already is announcing more of the talent organizers
expect to host.
In addition to the signature U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, show managers announced Monday that one of the
world's top airshow pilots, St. Augustine-based Patty Wagstaff, will perform at the event, which is scheduled for
Nov. 1 to 3 at Punta Gorda Airport.
Wagstaff grew up in and around airplanes. She moved to Japan when she was nine years old. Her father was a
captain for Japan Air Lines. Her earliest memories include sitting with her father at the controls of his airplanes.
At 10, when her father let her take the controls of his DC-6, her lifelong love affair with airplanes began.
She saw the first plane she chartered for bush flying crash on take off, so Wagstaff decided to learn to fly herself,
hiring friend and later husband, Bob, to travel with her in his Cessna 185 floatplane. Since then she earned her
commercial, instrument, weaplane and commercial helicopter ratings. She is a flight and instrument instructor
and is rated and qualified to fly planes from World War II fighters to jets. Wagstaff's sister, Toni, is a pilot for
United Airlines.
The St. Augustine pilot is a six-time recipient of the "First Lady of Aerobatics" Betty Skelton Award. In July
2004, Patty she was inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame and was the recipient of the National Air
and Space Museum's Award for Current Achievement in 1994. Wagstaff received the industry's "Sword of
Excellence" and the "Bill Barber Award for Showmanship.:
In 1994, her airplane, the Goodrich Extra 260, went on display in the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum
in Washington D.C.
Wagstaff has trained with the Russian Aerobatic Team and has flown airshows and competitions in South and
Central America, Russia, Europe, Mexico and Iceland. Since 2001, she has traveled to Kenya to give bush,
recurrency and aerobatic training to the pilots of the Kenya Wildlife Service who protect Kenya's elephants, rhino
and other natural resources from poachers. From 2010 to 2012, she flew for Cal Fire as an air attack pilot in the
OV-10 Bronco, which supports firefighters on the ground.
In 2013 she returned to Florida to start an aerobatic school, "Patty Wagstaff Aerobatic School" in St. Augustine.

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/airports-municipalities/news/21092381/st-augustine-pilot-toappear-at-punta-gorda-air-show?utm_source=AIRB+ENewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB190813002&o_eid=2661H1181645I3Q&rdx.id
ent%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C2661H1181645I3Q

Allegiant Announces New Nonstop Service to Punta Gorda
from 5 Cities
Allegiant announces five new nonstop routes to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), including: Charleston, South
Carolina; Elmira, New York; Memphis, Tennessee; Norfolk, Virginia; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Allegiant Airlines | AUGUST 13, 2019

Allegiant announces five new nonstop routes to Punta Gorda Airport (PGD), including: Charleston, South
Carolina; Elmira, New York; Memphis, Tennessee; Norfolk, Virginia; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. To
celebrate, the company is offering one-way fares on the new routes as low as $49
“We’re thrilled to announce such a major expansion in southwest
Florida,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant vice president of planning
and revenue. “This beautiful area is one of the most soughtafter
Allegiant destinations, and now even more travelers can enjoy all
it has to offer.”
The new seasonal routes to Punta Gorda Airport include:
1. Elmira, New York via Elmira Corning Regional Airport –
beginning Nov. 13, with fares as low as $69.
2. Charleston, South Carolina via Charleston International Airport – beginning Nov.14, with fares as low as $49.
3. Memphis, Tennessee via Memphis International Airport – beginning Nov. 15, with fares as low as $59.
4. Sioux Falls, South Dakota via Sioux Falls Regional Airport – beginning Nov. 15, with fares as low as $59.
5. Norfolk, Virginia via Norfolk International Airport – beginning Nov. 14, with fares as low as $54.
The new nonstop routes will operate twice weekly and will bring nearly 29,000 passengers to the Punta Gorda
area annually, contributing to visitor spending in the local economy.
“The addition of five new Allegiant destinations is outstanding news for our local community and economy,” said
Charlotte County Airport Authority Chair, Pamella Seay. “As PGD’s partnership with Allegiant has grown, so
have the exciting travel and tourism opportunities for southwest Floridians.”

https://www.aviationpros.com/airlines/press-release/21092437/allegiant-airlines-allegiant-announcesnew-nonstop-service-to-punta-gorda-from-5-cities-with-fares-as-low-as-49

Transportation

Norwegian Air ends international flights from Newburgh's
Stewart airport

Low-cost international carrier
Norwegian Air is ending all remaining
service from New York Stewart
International Airport in September.
The airline has decided to cut all transAtlantic routes that previously flew the
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft. That means
the flights from Stewart airport to
Dublin, Ireland, will be discontinued.
The airline previously ended flights
from Stewart to Canada as well as Cork
and Shannon, Ireland.
The 737 MAX was grounded globally in March in response to two crashes of the aircraft that left 346
passengers and crew dead. Norwegian had substituted the 737 MAX for other aircraft on the Dublin and
Canada routes from Stewart, but announced today it will no longer be doing so.
Norwegian began service at Stewart, a growing airport located outside Newburgh, in 2017 and saw early
success filling flights. Stewart is about an hour and a half's drive from both New York City and Albany,
making the cheap international flights an attractive option for upstate and downstate travelers alike.
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey has awarded a contract to build a $37 million
international terminal at Stewart, primarily to accommodate Norwegian, the airport's only international
airline. Construction has not yet begun on the project, and its future remains uncertain.
About 250,000 passengers flew out of Stewart in 2018. Aside from its international flights, Stewart offers
routes to Detroit, Fort Lauderdale, Myrtle Beach, Philadelphia, Punta Gorda, Orlando, and St. PeteClearwater. The remaining airlines that serve Stewart are Delta, American Airlines, JetBlue and
Allegiant.
Norwegian will still operate 46 other routes from the U.S. to Europe using its 787 Dreamliner fleet.
Newly added routes include New York JFK to Athens; Chicago to Barcelona; Boston to Madrid and
Rome; and London from both Miami and San Francisco.
https://www.bizjournals.com/albany/news/2019/08/13/norwegian-air-stewart-airport-endsservice.html

St. Augustine Pilot to Appear at Punta Gorda Air Show
A U G U S T 1 3, 2 01 9

SARASOTA HERALD-TRIBUNE, FLA.

Though 80 days out, the 2019 Florida International Air Show already is announcing more of the talent organizers expect to
host.
In addition to the signature U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, show managers announced Monday that one of the world's top
airshow pilots, St. Augustine-based Patty Wagstaff, will perform at the event, which is scheduled for Nov. 1 to 3 at Punta
Gorda Airport.
Wagstaff grew up in and around airplanes. She moved to Japan when she was nine years old. Her father was a captain for
Japan Air Lines. Her earliest memories include sitting with her father at the controls of his airplanes. At 10, when her father
let her take the controls of his DC-6, her lifelong love affair with airplanes began.
She saw the first plane she chartered for bush flying crash on take off, so Wagstaff decided to learn to fly herself, hiring
friend and later husband, Bob, to travel with her in his Cessna 185 floatplane. Since then she earned her commercial,
instrument, weaplane and commercial helicopter ratings. She is a flight and instrument instructor and is rated and qualified to
fly planes from World War II fighters to jets. Wagstaff's sister, Toni, is a pilot for United Airlines.
The St. Augustine pilot is a six-time recipient of the "First Lady of Aerobatics" Betty Skelton Award. In July 2004, Patty she
was inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame and was the recipient of the National Air and Space Museum's Award
for Current Achievement in 1994. Wagstaff received the industry's "Sword of Excellence" and the "Bill Barber Award for
Showmanship.:
In 1994, her airplane, the Goodrich Extra 260, went on display in the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum in
Washington D.C.
Wagstaff has trained with the Russian Aerobatic Team and has flown airshows and competitions in South and Central
America, Russia, Europe, Mexico and Iceland. Since 2001, she has traveled to Kenya to give bush, recurrency and aerobatic
training to the pilots of the Kenya Wildlife Service who protect Kenya's elephants, rhino and other natural resources from
poachers. From 2010 to 2012, she flew for Cal Fire as an air attack pilot in the OV-10 Bronco, which supports firefighters on
the ground.
In 2013 she returned to Florida to start an aerobatic school, "Patty Wagstaff Aerobatic School" in St. Augustine.

https://www.aviationpros.com/airports/airports-municipalities/news/21092381/st-augustine-pilot-toappear-at-punta-gorda-air-show

Allegiant adds 24 new routes, including a return to Palm Beach,
Florida, and Fort Collins, Colorado
Dawn Gilbertson, USA TODAY Published 3:01 a.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019 | Updated 8:04 a.m. ET Aug. 14, 2019

Allegiant Air is gearing up for the busy winter travel season with 24 new nonstop routes that will take
travelers from smaller cities to popular warmweather destinations.
The Las Vegas-based budget airline's latest
expansion includes a return to two cities it
previously served: Palm Beach, Florida, and Fort
Collins, Colorado. Allegiant hasn't served Fort
Collins since 2012 and Palm Beach since 2016.
The new flights, which can be booked on the
airline's website, will generally be offered twice a
week. Some flights are seasonal, others will operate year round. Don't expect the introductory fares to be
available for travel around Thanksgiving, Christmas or other peak travel periods.
Allegiant, like fellow discounters Spirit and Frontier, charges low base fares plus fees for "extras,''
including a seat assignment, carry-on or checked bag, in-flight drinks and food and more.

Here's where Allegiant is adding flights
Palm Beach, Florida, to and from:
Pittsburgh: Year-round service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $54 one way.
Charlotte, North Carolina (Concord-Padgett Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with
fares starting at $54.
Knoxville, Tennessee (McGhee Tyson Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at
$59.
Indianapolis: Year-round service begins Nov. 21, with fares starting at $59.
Asheville, North Carolina (Asheville Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 25 with fares
starting at $54.
Cincinnati: Year-round service begin Nov. 25 with fares starting at $49.

Fort Collins, Colorado, (Northern Colorado Regional Aiport) to and from:
Phoenix (Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport): Yearround service begins Nov. 22 with one-way fares
starting at $49.
Las Vegas: Year-round service begins Nov. 21
with fares starting at $49. The flights will be
offered four times a week.
Punta Gorda, Florida, to and from:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional
Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with
fares starting at $69.

Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service
begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Sarasota, Florida (Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport) to and from:
St. Louis, Missouri (MidAmerica St. Louis Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with one-way
fares starting at $69.
Des Moines, Iowa: Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares starting at $79.
Rockford, Illinois (Chicago Rockford International Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with
fares starting at $69.
Flint, Michigan: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Fort Wayne, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Knoxville, Tennessee: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $59.
Louisville, Kentucky: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $59.
South Bend, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $69.

Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to and from:
Traverse City, Michigan: Year-round service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $79.
Bentonville, Arkansas: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $69. (Allegiant briefly
served the route nearly a decade ago.)
Tucson, Arizona, to and from:
Indianapolis: Seasonal service starts Nov. 14 with fares starting at $59.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/airline-news/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-expansion-24-new-routes-palm-beach-florida-fort-collinscolorado-sarasota-punta-gorda/1985320001/

New Flight Out Of Elmira Corning Airport Starts This Fall
By Sarah Dreher | August 13, 2019
VESTAL, NY (WSKG) – Allegiant Airlines is
adding another flight out of the Elmira
Corning Regional Airport.
The flights start in November to Punta Gorda,
located in southwest Florida. Allegiant already
offers flights to Tampa and Orlando.
This comes after the airport completed over
$60 million in renovations last year, thanks to
funding from the state.

Matthew Grapengieser/Flickr

The renovations included a larger terminal,
more parking spaces, and vendors.

Officials said those have put Elmira ahead of other regional airports.
For example, United and American airlines left both Binghamton and Elmira in 2016. United returned to
Elmira last year, but hasn’t come back to Binghamton, which is left with one flight.
“I think Elmira’s a little bit different due to our ongoing efforts to pursue the airlines and pursue air
service development,” said Tom Freeman, the Director of Aviation at the Elmira Corning Regional
Airport. “And that starts with being a business friendly atmosphere for them, having the facilities for
them.”
Freeman said the improvements have made the airport attractive to airlines. They could also lead to more
airlines offering more destinations.
“Our focus now is going to just be to continue on our business development and see what other flights we
can get,” Freeman said.
Flights from Elmira to Punta Gorda will be made twice a week.
Elmira Corning hosts two other airlines. Delta has flights to Detroit, and United has flights to
Washington, D.C.
Full disclosure: The Elmira Corning Regional Airport has been a WSKG underwriter.

https://wskg.org/news/__trashed-10/
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Punta Gorda Airport gets 5 more routes
Airport has more routes now than ever
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant
Travel Company announced 24
new nonstop routes Tuesday,
13 of which involve Southwest
Florida airports.
The routes are a testament

to the area’s growth, according
to Max Barrus, the director of
planning for Allegiant.
The 13 routes were chosen
through traditional methods
from available data and existing
traffic, Barrus said, and were
not chosen solely for Sunseeker
Resorts in Charlotte Harbor.

However, the resort, which
is anticipated to complete
construction in Spring 2021,
“will be a draw for the region,”
Barrus said.
Allegiant announced ﬁve new
nonstop routes to Punta Gorda
Airport. The routes are from
Charleston, S.C.; Elmira, N.Y.;
Memphis, Tenn.; Norfolk, Va.
and Sioux Falls, S.D.

To celebrate, the company
is offering one-way fares
for the new routes as low as
$49. Routes begin as early as
Nov. 13.
“We’re thrilled to announce
such a major expansion in
southwest Florida,” said Drew
Wells, Allegiant vice president
of planning and revenue. “This
beautiful area is one of the

most sought after Allegiant
destinations, and now even
more travelers can enjoy all it
has to offer.”
These routes will operate
twice weekly and will bring
nearly 29,000 passengers to the
area a year, the company stated
Tuesday.
SEE AIRPORT, 4A

BEWARE OF FLOODING US delays 10%

tariffs on some
Chinese imports
Turn in trade war helps stock market
make up losses from past two days

By STAN CHOE AND ALEX VEIGA
AP BUSINESS WRITERS

And back up goes the stock
market.
Investors ﬂipped back into
buying mode Tuesday after
the U.S. said it would hold off
on tariffs of Chinese imports
of mobile phones, toys and
several other items typically
on holiday shopping lists.
China also said the two sides
held discussions on trade
overnight and would talk
again the next two weeks.
The latest turn in the
U.S.-China trade war helped
the market make up much of
the losses from the previous
two days, snapping a two day
losing streak for the S&P 500.
The benchmark index
rose 43.23 points, or 1.5%, to
2,926.32. It had been up as
much as 2.1%. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average gained
372.20 points, or 1.4%, to
26,279.91. The average brieﬂy
climbed 519 points.
The Nasdaq composite
jumped 152.95 points, or 1.9%,
to 8,016.36. The Russell 2000
index of smaller company
stocks rose 16.30 points, or
1.1%, to 1,510.58. Oil and
copper prices surged.
“Maybe today is a little bit
too exaggerated because it
was a little glimmer of hope
about tariffs,” said Karyn
Cavanaugh, senior markets
strategist at Voya Investment
Management. “However, the
drama with China and trade is
not over.”

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

A school bus drives through flooding near the intersection of Northern Cross Road and Rio de
Janeiro Avenue, in the Deep Creek area of Punta Gorda Tuesday.

Charlotte, Sarasota, DeSoto counties on flood watch list
said NWS
Meteorologist
Summer
Richard Rude.
heat gets
“Flood water keep a rollin’ ...
“People living
about to drive poor me insane,” extreme in the near rivers and
Stevie Ray Vaughan sang in
southern U.S. streams need to
1983 with his debut hit “Texas
See page 4A keep an eye out
Flood.”
as well.”
Southwest Florida residents
Deep tropical
might be singing the same
moisture is forecast to move
tune this week, as Charlotte,
across the area from the Gulf
Sarasota and DeSoto counties
of Mexico and produce rainfall
have all been listed under a
up to 2 inches by Thursday and
ﬂood watch by the National
3 inches through the weekend.
Weather Service through
“By the end of the week,
Friday.
be aware of showers and
“Be aware of water on the
thunderstorms and heavy
roads and don’t drive through it,” rainfall, as well as minor
By DANIEL SUTPHIN
STAFF WRITER

INSIDE

street ﬂooding and long-stream
ﬂooding,” Rude said.
Local street ﬂooding can be
expected daily throughout the
region. There are also reports
of homes beginning to ﬂood
along the coast.
According to the NWS ﬂood
watch report, a predominate
west to southwest ﬂow over the
last two weeks has saturated
west central Florida.
This ﬂow has resulted in
many areas seeing a surplus of
rainfall, causing rivers to rise
and streets to ﬂood.
SEE FLOODING, 4A

AP PHOTO BY RICHARD DREW

Trader Andrew Silverman
works on the floor of the
New York Stock Exchange,
Tuesday. Stocks shook off
an early stumble and edged
higher on Wall Street led
by gains in technology and
health care companies.
The markets have been
in the spin cycle since
President Donald Trump
announced on Aug. 1 that he
would impose 10% tariffs on
about $300 billion in Chinese
imports, which would be on
top of 25% tariffs already
in place on $250 billion of
imports. The threat dashed
hopes that a resolution
may come soon in the trade
war between the world’s
two largest economies,
and investors have grown
increasingly concerned that it
SEE STOCKS, 4A

Epstein death shifts federal focus to possible conspirators
Authorities turn attention to team of recruiters, employees who lined up teen victims
York jail where he was awaiting
trial on sex trafficking charges,
Attorney General William Barr
ASSOCIATED PRESS
warned on Monday that “any
NEW YORK — In the wake
co-conspirators should not rest
of Jeffrey Epstein’s suicide,
easy.”
federal prosecutors in New
“Let me assure you that this
York have shifted their focus
case will continue on against
to possible charges against
anyone who was complicit,”
anyone who assisted or enabled Barr said at a law enforcement
him in what authorities say was conference in New Orleans.
his rampant sexual abuse.
“The victims deserve justice,
Two days after the 66-yearand they will get it.”
old ﬁnancier’s death in a New
Authorities are most likely

turning their attention to the
team of recruiters and employees who, according to police
reports, knew about Epstein’s
penchant for underage girls
and lined up victims for him.
The Associated Press reviewed
hundreds of pages of police
reports, FBI records and court
documents that show Epstein
relied on an entire staff of
associates to arrange massages
that led to sex acts.
If any Epstein assistants
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hoped to avoid charges by
testifying against him, that
expectation has been upended
by his suicide.
“Those who had leverage as
potential cooperators in the
case now ﬁnd themselves as the
primary targets,” said Jacob
S. Frenkel, a former federal
prosecutor. “They no longer
have anyone against whom to
cooperate.”
One possible roadblock
to further charges is the
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controversial plea agreement
Epstein struck more than a
decade ago in Florida. The
non-prosecution agreement
not only allowed Epstein to
plead guilty in 2008 to lesser
state charges and serve just
13 months behind bars, it also
shielded from prosecution
several Epstein associates who
allegedly were paid to recruit
girls for him.
SEE EPSTEIN, 4A

2016 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

Charlie on flooding:
That water is more than
knee-deep.
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FLOODING

Dreadful heat, humidity invade South

FROM PAGE 1A
The watch might need to be
extended through the weekend
as a front stalls across North
Florida, which will only help
to bring more rain into the
area.
Scattered showers and
thunderstorms are expected
for Wednesday with showers
likely and possibly a
thunderstorm after 2 p.m.
The mostly cloudy day
should have a high near 89
degrees and a heat index as
high as 101.
Showers are likely for
Wednesday night as well
with the possibility of
thunderstorms before 8 p.m.
For Thursday, isolated
showers and thunderstorms
can be expected after 8 a.m.,
making for a partly sunny day
with a high near 88 degrees.
Area residents can expect
scattered showers for
Thursday night, as well as
thunderstorms before 2 a.m.
Going into the weekend,
scattered showers and
thunderstorms can be

EPSTEIN
FROM PAGE 1A
Federal prosecutors in New
York, in charging Epstein
last month, argued that the
non-prosecution agreement is
binding only on their counterparts in Florida.
But Gerald Lefcourt, a lawyer
who negotiated the agreement,
said the deal should still protect
any alleged co-conspirators for
what happened between 2001
and 2007.
“I would never have signed
the agreement or recommended
it unless we believed that it
resolved what it said: all federal
and state criminal liability,”
Lefcourt said Monday.
Police reports say Epstein’s
assistants worked like an
advance team to facilitate his
twice-daily massages, often
from high school girls who
were paid hundreds of dollars
per “appointment.” Epstein’s
personal assistant, Sarah
Kellen, would call ahead to
recruiters in Florida when
Epstein was planning a trip to
his Palm Beach mansion, the
police reports say.
Kellen, who is among four
women named in the non-prosecution agreement, would
allegedly greet girls arriving
at the mansion and escort
them to a room with a massage
table where Epstein would
be waiting, wearing only a
towel. A 2008 lawsuit in Florida
accused Kellen of not only
scheduling encounters between
Epstein and an underage girl
but of taking nude photographs
of her.
Kellen now goes by the name
Sarah Kensington and runs
an interior design ﬁrm. Her
attorneys did not respond to
requests for comment.
Epstein’s former girlfriend,
British socialite Ghislaine
Maxwell, was described in
a 2017 lawsuit as the “highest-ranking employee” of
Epstein’s alleged sex trafficking
enterprise. She oversaw and
trained recruiters, developed
recruiting plans and helped
conceal the activity from law
enforcement, the lawsuit said.

ATLANTA (AP) — States
from Texas to South Carolina
were under heat advisories and
warnings Tuesday, when it felt
like 119 degrees (48 Celsius) in
West Memphis, Arkansas — and
forecasters said even more
scorching conditions were
possible by day’s end.
The most intense heat
Tuesday was expected
in Mississippi, Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Alabama; and in
areas near Memphis, Tennessee.
The warnings come one
day after the temperature
and humidity combined for
a Monday heat index of 121
degrees (49.4 Celsius) in

Clarksdale, Mississippi.
By noon Tuesday, the heat
index was already 117 degrees
(47 Celsius) in Clarksdale; and
114 (46 Celsius) in the west
Tennessee city of Dyersburg,
the weather service reported.
It was just as sizzling
along the Gulf Coast in south
Alabama and along the Florida
panhandle. The heat index hit
117 (47 Celsius) before noon
Tuesday in the Mobile, Alabama
area. Pensacola saw a heat
index of 115 (46 Celsius), also
before noon.
Forecasters say the heat
index is what the temperature
actually feels like.

expected for Friday between
8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Showers are
likely after that and possibly a
thunderstorm. Skies should be
partly sunny with a high near
89 degrees.
For Friday night, residents
should see showers and
possibly a thunderstorm
before 8 p.m. and then isolated
showers and thunderstorms
between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m.

More showers and
thunderstorms are forecast for
Saturday between 8 a.m. and
2 p.m. and then showers and
possibly a thunderstorm after
2 p.m. The partly sunny day
is expected to get as hot as 91
degrees.

Representatives of Maxwell
have not responded to requests
for comment. In sworn
statements, she has denied any
wrongdoing.
Another woman named in
the plea deal, Leslie Groff, was
accused in a 2017 lawsuit of
making travel arrangements
for Epstein’s alleged victims
and taking steps to ensure the
girls complied with “the rules
of behavior imposed upon
them by the enterprise.”
Another alleged Epstein
recruiter, Haley Robson,
received $200 payments each
time she escorted a new
“masseuse” to Epstein’s home,
according to police reports.
Robson targeted girls from the
rural area outside Palm Beach,
where she grew up, lawsuits
alleged, because Epstein
believed they were less likely
to complain to the authorities.
Robson likened herself to the
so-called Hollywood Madam,
Heidi Fleiss, in an interview
with Palm Beach police, and
said Epstein once admonished

her for bringing a 23-year-old
recruit to his home.
“He told her the younger the
better,” a detective wrote in
one police report.
Lawyers for those potential
defendants are likely to seize
on wording in Epstein’s nonprosecution agreement that
appears to tie the hands of
the entire Justice Department
when it comes to indicting
co-conspirators, said David
Weinstein, a former federal
prosecutor in Miami who has
followed the case closely.
He noted that the agreement
states that “the United States”
— not a speciﬁc prosecutor’s
office — agreed not to charge
anyone who assisted Epstein.
“The argument that’s going
to be made by unindicted
co-conspirators is that this
paragraph was much broader
than any other paragraph in
the agreement,” Weinstein
said. “I would argue that this
was a very broad grant of
transactional immunity.”

Email: daniel.sutphin@
yoursun.com

2 guards suspended and
warden reassigned after
Epstein death

several hours before he was found
Saturday morning, according to a
person familiar with the case.
The Justice Department said
NEW YORK (AP) — Two guards
the warden of another facility
assigned to watch Jeffrey
in upstate New York has been
Epstein the night he apparently
named the acting warden at
killed himself in jail have been
MCC. The FBI and the Justice
placed on leave and the warden
Department’s inspector general
has been removed as federal
are investigating Epstein’s death.
authorities investigate the
Serene Gregg, president of
financier’s death, the Justice
the American Federation of
Department said Tuesday.
Government Employees Local
The announcement came
3148, told The Washington Post
amid mounting evidence that
that one of the guards was a
the chronically understaffed
fill-in who had been pressed
Metropolitan Correctional
into service because of staffing
Center may have bungled
shortages.
its responsibility to keep the
Epstein was being held without
66-year-old Epstein from harming bail, awaiting trial on federal
himself while he awaited trial
sex trafficking and conspiracy
on charges of sexually abusing
charges that could have brought
teenage girls.
45 years in prison.
Epstein was taken off a suicide
The manner in which he killed
watch last month for reasons
himself has not been officially
that have not been explained,
announced. An autopsy was
and was supposed to have been
performed Sunday, but the
checked on by a guard every 30
city’s chief medical examiner
minutes. But investigators learned said investigators were awaiting
those checks weren’t done for
further information.

Come for the great rate.
Stay for the rewarding
relationship.
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AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1A
It’s possible for the
company to announce
additional routes later in
the year, Barrus said.
“We’re always excited
for growth,” said PGD
CEO James Parish. As
someone who served in
the Navy for eight years,
Parish is most excited to
visit Norfolk, Va.
Allegiant started
service at PGD in 2009
with only two routes: one
to Knoxville, Tenn. and
the other to GreenvilleSpartanburg International
Airport in South Carolina.
Now, the company has 49
routes in and out of the
airport, the most it has
ever had, Miller said.
Though Allegiant
is currently the only
commercial airline at
PGD, the airport’s COO
Ron Mallard and CEO
James Parish periodically
meet with other airlines,
according to airport
spokesperson Kaley Miller.
The Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport
(SRQ) also has one yearround route to Knoxville,
Tenn. and seven new
seasonal routes to St.
Louis, Mo.; Des Moines,
Iowa; Rockford, Ill.; Flint,
Mich.; Fort Wayne, Ind.;
Louisville, Ky. and South
Bend, Ind.
“We are very pleased
with the continued
success and expansion
of Allegiant at SRQ,”
said SRQ president and
CEO Rick Piccolo. “With
this new announcement,
Allegiant will now serve 20
nonstop routes from SRQ,
providing our community
and visitors convenient
choices and low fares.”
SRQ routes start as
early as Nov. 15. One-way
fares begin at $59.
The Sarasota airport
currently has eight
carriers with 37 nonstop
destinations, according to
SRQ’s COO Mark Stuckey.
To get the low fare deals,
ﬂights must be purchased
by Aug. 14 for travel by
May 12, 2020.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com

STOCKS
FROM PAGE 1A
may drag on through the U.S.
elections in 2020.
On Tuesday, The Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative
said it would delay the tariffs
on some products, including
popular consumer goods, until
Dec. 15. A few other products
were removed altogether,
including certain types of ﬁsh
and baby seats.
Technology sector stocks,
which have been among the
biggest losers during heavy
selling days this month, led
the broad market rebound
Tuesday. Health care
companies, retailers and banks
also notched solid gains. Real
estate and utilities lagged the
broader market as investors
regained their appetite for
riskier assets.

New routes
Punta Gorda Airport (PGD)

The new seasonal routes are:
Elmira, N.Y. from Elmira
Corning Regional Airport
(ELM). Routes begin Nov. 13
with fares starting at $69.
Charleston, S.C. from
Charleston International Airport
(CHS). Routes begin Nov. 14
with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tenn. from
Memphis International Airport
(MEM). Routes begin Nov. 15
with fares starting at $59.
Sioux Falls, S.D. from Sioux
Falls Regional Airport (FSD).
Routes begin Nov. 15 with fares
starting at $59.
Norfolk, Va. from Norfolk
International Airport (ORF).
Routes begin Nov. 14 with fares
starting at $54.
Sarasota-Bradenton
International Airport (SRQ)

The new year-round route is to
Knoxville, Tenn. from McGhee
Tyson Airport (TYS). Routes
begin Nov. 21 with fares starting
at $59.
The new seasonal routes are:
St. Louis, Mo. from
Mid-American St. Louis Airport
(BLV). Routes begin Nov. 15
with fares starting at $69.
Des Moines, Iowa from Des
Moines International Airport
(DSM). Routes begin Nov. 23
with fares starting at $79.
Rockford, Ill. from Chicago
Rockford International Airport
(RFD). Routes begin Nov. 23
with fares starting at $69.
Flint, Mich. from Bishop
International Airport (FNT).
Routes begin Nov. 24 with fares
starting at $69.
Fort Wayne, Ind. from Fort
Wayne International Airport
(FWA). Routes begin Nov. 24
with fares starting at $69.
Louisville, Ky. from Louisville
Muhammad Ali International
Airport (SDF). Routes begin
Nov. 25 with fares starting at
$59.
South Bend, Ind. from South
Bend International Airport
(SBN). Routes begin Nov. 25
with fares starting at $69.
SOURCE: ALLEGIANT TRAVEL
COMPANY

Retailers were some of
Tuesday’s best performers
because the delay in tariffs
means they won’t have to
raise prices on toys, clothing
and other items during the
holiday shopping season, the
most important months of the
year for the industry. Best Buy
jumped 6.5%, one of the biggest
gains in the S&P 500.
“This is a huge relief for
retailers for the holiday 2019
season, but the larger issue
isn’t over,” said Ken Perkins,
president of RetailMetrics.
“Retailers better be planning
to diversify their sourcing even
though they’re getting some
short-term relief.”
Other companies that have
a dependence on China for
producing their goods, were
also among the market’s
leaders. Apple climbed 4.2%,
Micron Technology added 4.8%
and Hasbro gained 2.7%.
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Charlotte County shines
15 years after Charley
Anniversaries are a
time of reﬂection and
celebration. In our
personal lives, they
mark milestones in our
marriages or careers.
Yesterday’s 15th anniversary of the day Hurricane
Charley made a direct hit
on Charlotte County is
one we would rather not
acknowledge, never mind
remember.
The hurricane not
only wrecked homes and
ruined lives, it marked the
start of further misfortune. Home prices soared,
igniting a housing bubble
that left many families
with no place to live. That
was followed by the bursting of that bubble, which
led to an unprecedented
number of foreclosures,
massive layoffs (including
hundreds of county employees) and a ﬁnancial
crisis that became known
as the Great Recession.
It was personally
painful for me to see so
many of my colleagues
impacted by Charley
and the post-Charley
recession. Now many
years removed from
that experience, I’m also
struck by the remarkable
resilience demonstrated
by my peers and the people of Charlotte County.
People repaired or rebuilt
the thousands of homes
and businesses damaged
or destroyed by the
hurricane. Our institutions stepped up, too. The
school district rebuilt six
schools and repaired the
rest. The county repaired
dozens of facilities at a
cost of tens of millions of
dollars and cleared tons
of debris strewn across
the county.
Fifteen years after
Hurricane Charley ﬁnds
Charlotte County in a
period of positive change,
with strong economic
development happening across the county.
Babcock Ranch, which
shrugged off a brush with
Hurricane Irma in 2017,
is making great progress
and making news around
the world as the nation’s
ﬁrst solar-powered
city. Murdock Village
on Monday passed its
own milestone, with
a check-presentation

HECTOR FLORES
Deputy County
Administrator

ceremony marking
Private Equity Group’s
purchase of 452 acres
and the beginning of the
development phase. New
businesses are opening
along our commercial
corridors and new homes
are being built in subdivisions and inﬁll areas.
Victims of the economic
downturn are getting
new names and new lives,
such as Heritage Landing
at the site of the former
Tern Bay off Burnt Store
Road. Work is underway
on Sunseeker Resort in
Charlotte Harbor, which
will trigger the transformation of the county’s
oldest community.
These 15 years have
also seen the county’s
own facilities transformed. We developed
three regional parks,
two of which now have
new recreation centers.
New splash pads at a
pair of parks have won
rave reviews and a new
library in Punta Gorda
is set to open in two
weeks. Widened roads,
like Edgewater Drive,
Gasparilla Road, Burnt
Store Road and Midway
Boulevard, and new
ones, such as Piper Road
next to the Punta Gorda
Airport, have improved
traffic ﬂow and enhanced
motorist safety.
We’re also better
prepared today for
whatever may come.
Whereas Hurricane
Charley heavily damaged our vulnerable
emergency management
office, even as staff were
plotting its course, we
now have an emergency
operations center that
can withstand a Category
5 hurricane and operate
off the grid indeﬁnitely
after a storm. In fact, staff
and volunteers from our
Community Emergency

Response Team will be
conducting a training
session on Friday at the
EOC.
After Hurricane Irma,
we identiﬁed more than
four dozen ways to improve our readiness and
response. We installed
lift station generators
to ensure wastewater
treatment is not interrupted by a power outage.
We’re expanding storage
capacity to ensure our
emergency vehicles and
recovery equipment
have the fuel needed to
carry out missions. We
designated more staff as
essential to allow county
operations to resume as
soon as possible after an
emergency and trained
more than 120 additional
employees to work
through a storm and its
aftermath in shelters
and our emergency call
center.
Our people are better
prepared and informed,
too. Public response to
preparedness outreach
and information has
exceeded expectations
and we have developed
new ways to reach
residents, such as social
media and a phone, text
and email alert system.
(Visit AlertCharlotte.com
to sign up if you haven’t
already.)
A heartening symbol of
the county’s recovery and
progress since Hurricane
Charley was our community’s response to
the needs generated by
hurricanes Ivan and
Michael. Trucks loaded
with supplies helped
repay part of our debt for
the generosity and kindness we experienced after
Charley. Nearly two-dozen county employees
deployed to disaster zones
to help communities get
back on their feet.
Anyone who lived
through Charley has
their own memories
of the storm and its
impact. Some left and
never returned. Some succumbed to the experience,
but were never counted
in official tallies. Our
progress doesn’t diminish
their suffering or loss.
Looking back today,
I’m proud of how our

community weathered
Hurricane Charley, impressed by the resilience
of our people and our
institutions and optimistic about our future.
TOASTMASTERS AWARD
The CC Gov
Toastmasters club
founded in April 2017
was named Toastmasters
International District
48, Division F Club
of the Year. CC Gov
Toastmasters also received the organization’s
President’s Distinguished
Club Award. The county
club, which has 27 members, is the youngest of
the 20 clubs in Division F.
“Our Toastmasters club
is open to any county
employee who wants
to develop their public
speaking and leadership
skills. I’m proud of
the way our members
help each other to grow
personally and professionally and appreciate
the county leadership’s
support of our efforts.
This award recognizes
the commitment our
members have shown
to not only building our
individual skills, but
to creating a culture of
continuous improvement
among our members,”
said CC Gov Toastmasters
Immediate Past President
Elizabeth Tracy, program
manager for the county’s
government access
television station, CCTV. “I want to thank the
many Toastmasters from
other clubs in the area
who gave so much time
and energy helping us to
launch and grow CC Gov
Toastmasters.”
Toastmasters
International is a
nonproﬁt educational
organization that teaches
public speaking and
leadership skills through
a worldwide network of
clubs. The organization
has 357,000 members in
more than 16,600 clubs in
143 countries.
Hector Flores is the
Charlotte County deputy
county administrator.
Readers may reach
him at Hector.Flores@
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.

Allegiant announces five new routes to Punta Gorda
Airport
By LIZ HARDAWAY Staff Writer | Aug 13, 2019
PUNTA GORDA — Allegiant Travel Company
announced 24 new nonstop routes Tuesday, 13 of
which involve Southwest Florida airports.
The routes are a testament to the area's growth,
according to Max Barrus, the director of planning
for Allegiant.
The 13 routes were chosen through traditional methods from available data and existing traffic, Barrus
said, and were not chosen solely for Sunseeker Resorts in Charlotte Harbor. However, the resort, which is
anticipated to complete construction in Spring 2021, "will be a draw for the region," Barrus said.
Allegiant announced five new nonstop routes to Punta Gorda Airport. The routes are from Charleston,
S.C.; Elmira, N.Y.; Memphis, Tenn.; Norfolk, Va. and Sioux Falls, S.D.
To celebrate, the company is offering one-way fares for the new routes as low as $49. Routes begin as
early as Nov. 13.
“We’re thrilled to announce such a major expansion in southwest Florida,” said Drew Wells, Allegiant vice
president of planning and revenue. “This beautiful area is one of the most sought after Allegiant
destinations, and now even more travelers can enjoy all it has to offer.”
These routes will operate twice weekly and will bring nearly 29,000 passengers to the area a year, the
company stated Tuesday.
It's possible for the company to announce additional routes later in the year, Barrus said.

"We're always excited for growth," said PGD CEO James Parish. As someone who served in the Navy for
eight years, Parish is most excited to visit Norfolk, Va.
Allegiant started service at PGD in 2009 with only two routes: one to Knoxville, Tenn. and the other to
Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport in South Carolina. Now, the company has 49 routes in and
out of the airport, the most it has ever had, Miller said.
Though Allegiant is currently the only commercial airline at PGD, the airport's COO Ron Mallard and
CEO James Parish periodically meet with other airlines, according to airport spokesperson Kaley Miller.
The Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) also has one year-round route to Knoxville, Tenn.
and seven new seasonal routes to St. Louis, Mo.; Des Moines, Iowa; Rockford, Ill.; Flint, Mich.; Fort
Wayne, Ind.; Louisville, Ky. and South Bend, Ind.
“We are very pleased with the continued success and expansion of Allegiant at SRQ,” said SRQ president
and CEO Rick Piccolo. “With this new announcement, Allegiant will now serve 20 nonstop routes from
SRQ, providing our community and visitors convenient choices and low fares.”
SRQ routes start as early as Nov. 15. One-way fares begin at $59.
The Sarasota airport currently has eight carriers with 37 nonstop destinations, according to SRQ's COO
Mark Stuckey.
To get the low fare deals, flights must be purchased by Aug. 14 for travel by May 12, 2020.

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/allegiant-announces-five-new-routes-to-punta-gordaairport/article_a336313a-bdda-11e9-8c6a-7b97cf86503b.html

Allegiant adds flights at Sarasota-Bradenton and Punta
Gorda airports

By John Hielscher, Staff Writer
By Laura Finaldi, Staff Writer
Posted Aug 13, 2019 at 9:16 AMUpdated Aug 13, 2019 at 4:00 PM

The discount carrier adds eight cities to SRQ and five to PGD in Charlotte County.
SARASOTA — Allegiant is adding eight new cities this fall to its roster of flights at Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport.
The new nonstop service to McGhee Tyson Airport in Knoxville, Tennessee, launches Nov. 21 and will be year-round,
the discount airline announced Tuesday. The others — to St. Louis, Des Moines and Louisville; Fort Wayne and South
Bend, Indiana; Rockford, Illinois and Flint, Michigan — will be seasonal.
Service will begin on Nov. 15 to MidAmerica St. Louis Airport, and on Nov. 23 to Des Moines International Airport and
Chicago Rockford International Airport.
On Nov. 24, Allegiant will start flying to Bishop International Airport in Flint, Michigan, and Fort Wayne International
Airport in Indiana.

And on Nov. 25, flights will begin to Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport and South Bend International
Airport.
The eight additional flights bring Allegiant’s total out of the airport to 20. Allegiant has by far the most routes of any
airline operating at Sarasota-Bradenton.
Allegiant also is adding five seasonal routes to Punta Gorda Airport.
The airline started service at SRQ in in April 2018 with three destinations and announced an additional nine in
November of last year.
The new flights are expected to bring nearly 54,000 new passengers a year through the airport. Introductory one-way
fares will be as low as $59, the airline said.
Rick Piccolo, president and CEO of Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport, said that the new service brings some
old routes back to SRQ.
“You have the St. Louis, Belleville, and Chicago/Rockford type flights that were big markets for us in the old days.
When I first came here, (Trans World Airlines) was flying four jets to St. Louis every day. We’re getting some markets
back,” Piccolo said. “When you look at it, it’s a lot of the Midwest, which is a big traditional market for us.”
All flights will operate twice weekly.
Bud Hafer, manager of airport affairs for Allegiant, said that the new flights will build on the success Allegiant has
already had at Sarasota-Bradenton.
Allegiant has flown 228,000 passengers in its 15 months at SRQ and had an economic impact of $138 million on the
community over that time, Piccolo said. All of SRQ’s new service, including Allegiant, Frontier Airlines and new routes
from larger carriers such as American Airlines and United Airlines, has led to $309 million in economic impact, he
said.

“Everything we started flying here has been really successful, so we wanted to continue with that. There were many
other markets that we already serve, just not to Sarasota, so we wanted to expand that out, continue to grow and see
how these ones do,” Hafer said.
Virginia Haley, president of Visit Sarasota County, said that she was very happy to see Knoxville become a year-round
route. In Visit Sarasota’s plan for its next fiscal year starting Oct. 1, Knoxville is mentioned as a city to focus on, she
said.
For fiscal year 2018, which ended on Sept. 30 of last year, Knoxville was No. 12 on a list of highest average visitor
spending per trip, behind entire countries like Canada, the United Kingdom and Germany and major U.S. cities like
New York. Travelers from Knoxville spent $1,970 per trip in Sarasota County, Haley said.
Since Allegiant focuses on service to secondary markets — like Rockford instead of the one of the main urban Chicago
airports — Visit Sarasota County can get more for its money when it comes to advertising.
“I’ve heard (Visit Sarasota Vice President) Erin Duggan say this 10 times this week, and I don’t think it’s an original
quote, but she said, ‘You don’t want to be an inch deep and a mile wide with your advertising.’ We’d rather go with a
robust, multi-layered campaign, where we can really show we’ve moved the needle,” she said. “At the same time, that
same amount of money might get you one ad, one time in the New York Times.”
At Punta Gorda, service begins Nov. 13 to Elmira Corning Regional Airport in New York. The next day Allegiant will
start flying to Charleston International Airport in South Carolina and Norfolk International Airport in Virginia.
And on Nov. 15 the airline will add service to Memphis International Airport and Sioux Falls Regional Airport.
Hafer said that Southwest Florida as a whole continues to be an in-demand market for Allegiant.
“We’re really strong in the Midwest; that’s where everyone in the Midwest wants to come — Southwest Florida. We
came to Sarasota a little bit later than other places in Southwest Florida, but we’re finding it does really well,” he said.
All the Punta Gorda flights will operate twice a week. Officials say they will increase airport traffic by 29,000
passengers a year.
“The addition of five new Allegiant destinations is outstanding news for our local community and economy,” said
Pamella Seay, chair of the Charlotte County Airport Authority.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20190813/allegiant-adds-flights-at-sarasota-bradenton-and-punta-gordaairports?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Sarasota%20Herald-Tribune%20daily%202019-0814&utm_content=INKA_SHT&utm_term=101019
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Allegiant Air adds 5
new direct flights to
Punta Gorda Airport
From The News-Press: Air service from
Punta Gorda Airport continues to grow
rapidly, with Allegiant announcing
Tuesday five new seasonal nonstop
routes.
The new destinations are Elmira, New
York; Charleston, South Carolina;
Memphis, Tennessee; Norfolk, Virginia;
and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. All of
the flights begin in November.
Allegiant Travel Co. is best known for
its low-fare airline. However, it’s also
moving forward with its first Sunseeker
Resort, a complex of more than 25
acres on the Charlotte Harbor-Peace
River waterfront about 7 miles from
Punta Gorda Airport.

Allegiant Air logo FURNISHED

Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms
and 842 condominium-hotel units on
the property between Tamiami Trail
and Bayshore Live Oak Park in
unincorporated Charlotte County.
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Allegiant adds 5 new flights to Punta Gorda
Dan DeLuca
Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Air service from Punta Gorda Airport
continues to grow rapidly, with Allegiant announcing Tuesday five new
seasonal nonstop routes.
The new destinations are Elmira,
New York; Charleston, South Carolina;
Memphis, Tennessee; Norfolk, Virginia;
and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. All of the
flights begin in November.
Allegiant Travel Co. is best known for

Voting
Continued from Page 1A

registration system,” DeSantis, a Harvard-educated lawyer, wrote in a fourpage letter to the Supreme Court on Friday.
But some Democrats blasted DeSantis for turning to the Supreme Court,
even as the state law is the focus of a
federal lawsuit. As a candidate last year,
the Republican governor did not support the constitutional amendment to
restore felons’ rights.
“My take is that it’s a continuation of
a party who is hell-bent on trying to deprive citizens of the right that the people
of the state of Florida indicated they
should have,” state Sen. Perry Thurston,
a Fort Lauderdale lawyer and former
chairman of the Legislature’s black caucus, told The News Service of Florida on
Friday.
The law, approved during the legislative session that ended in May, was intended to carry out a constitutional
amendment that granted restoration of
voting rights to felons “who have completed all terms of their sentence, including parole or probation.” The
amendment excluded people “convicted of murder or a felony sexual offense.”
The interpretation of “all terms of
their sentence” spawned some of the
session’s most-intense partisan divides
as lawmakers struggled to reach consensus about what it meant. The law,
signed by DeSantis in late June, requires “financial obligations” ordered
by courts as part of sentencing — including fines, fees and restitution — to
be paid in full for voting rights to be restored.
The law also allows judges to modify
financial obligations other than restitution that were part of sentences. And
the law allows judges to convert financial obligations to community service

its low-fare airline. However, it’s also
moving forward with its first Sunseeker
Resort, a complex of more than 25 acres
on the Charlotte Harbor-Peace River
waterfront.
Plans call for as many 277 hotel
rooms and 842 condominium-hotel
units on the property between Tamiami
Trail and Bayshore Live Oak Park in unincorporated Charlotte County.
Here are more details on the new
routes:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning
Regional Airport): Seasonal service be-

gins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal
service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at
$59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service
begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal
service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
For
more
information,
visit
flypgd.com.

hours. Under that scenario, financial
obligations are considered paid in full
once community service is complete.
But voting- and civil-rights groups
quickly challenged the law in federal
court. They allege that hinging the right
to vote on finances amounts to an unconstitutional “poll tax” and is a vestige
of Jim Crow-era policies aimed at preventing black voters from participating
in elections.
Republican legislators and attorneys
representing the DeSantis administration, however, maintain that the law is
more permissive than the language of
the amendment.
DeSantis’ lawyers last week asked
U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle to dismiss the lawsuit, arguing the challenge
belongs in state, not federal, court.
DeSantis then followed up Friday by
asking the Florida Supreme Court for an
opinion about “whether ‘completion of
all terms of sentence’ … includes the satisfaction of all legal financial obligations
— namely fees, fines and restitution ordered by the court as part of a felony
sentence that would otherwise render a
convicted felon ineligible to vote.”
Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez, a Miami
Democrat who is another Harvard-educated lawyer, questioned the request,
pointing out that the constitutional
amendment went into effect in January
and the new law went into effect on
July 1.
“It sounds suspicious,” Rodriguez
said. “It’s August. It just seems a little
suspicious why he would be seeking the
Supreme Court to weigh in at this juncture.”
As soon as the amendment went into
effect, Floridians who were convicted of
felonies and who had completed their
time behind bars — called “returning
citizens” by the amendment’s supporters — began registering to vote, and
some have already cast ballots in municipal elections.
While most backers of the amend-

ment insisted that the Legislature did
not need to implement the measure,
county elections supervisors said they
needed guidance from lawmakers on its
interpretation. Part of the problem, the
local officials said, is that there is no single database containing information
about felons’ repayment of fines, fees
and restitution.
The new law ordered the Department
of State to “obtain and review information” related to individuals who register
to vote “and make an initial determination on whether such information is
credible and reliable regarding whether
the person is eligible” to vote under the
amendment. The department sends the
information to local elections supervisors, who make the final decision about
whether the person should be removed
from the voting rolls.
DeSantis pointed to that process in
Friday’s letter asking the state Supreme
Court for an “advisory opinion.” He
wrote that he has “the constitutional
duty to transact business with” the Department of Corrections, county elections supervisors, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, the Florida
Commission on Offender Review and
other entities “regarding the collection
of information related to the eligibility
of voters” under the amendment.
“We share the task of protecting the
integrity of elections throughout Florida,” the governor wrote, adding that he
wanted to “ensure the proper implementation” of the amendment.
The Department of State has to determine whether convicted felons have
completed all terms of their sentences,
including the satisfaction of legal financial obligations, DeSantis wrote.
“I will not infringe on the proper restoration of an individual’s right to vote
under the Florida Constitution,” he added.
But Thurston, a fierce opponent of
the implementation law, said voters understood the amendment to mean that

Allegiant Air airplanes sit at the Punta
Gorda Airport. THE NEWS-PRESS FILE PHOTO

people who’ve served their time would
automatically have their voting rights
restored.
“That is what the plain language said.
That is what the people thought they
were voting for,” Thurston said. “What
he’s really trying to do is to thwart the
will of the people of the state of Florida.”
DeSantis, who appointed three new
justices to the Florida Supreme Court
shortly after taking office in January,
also noted in Friday’s request that he
was not asking the state court “to address any issues” regarding the federal
lawsuit.
But a finding from the Florida Supreme Court that the law upholds the
Constitution could bolster the state’s
arguments in the federal case. And state
and local elections officials could rely on
such a court opinion if decisions to remove people from the voting rolls are
challenged.
DeSantis’ Friday letter to the Supreme Court mirrored language in the
state’s motion to dismiss the federal
case.
It referred, in part, to statements the
amendment’s backers have made in addressing the Florida Supreme Court and
Secretary of State Laurel Lee.
During arguments before the state
court in 2017, Supreme Court Justice
Ricky Polston asked Jon Mills, a former
University of Florida law school dean
and onetime speaker of the Florida
House who helped craft the amendment, whether “all terms” of a sentence
included full payment of any fines.
Mills replied that “all terms means all
terms within the four corners” of the
sentencing document, including restitution.
After the constitutional amendment
passed, supporters wrote to Lee that
“completion of all terms of sentence” includes “any period of incarceration, probation, parole and financial obligations
imposed as part of an individual’s sentence.”

Obituaries
TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES

Name
Adams, Ann Louise
Best, Randy William
Carpenter, Alice M.
*Christensen, Emma Ruth Butler
Contino, Madeline
Cottle, Patricia Margaret
Dircz, Beverly Mae
Fadely, John Alvin
r²s
Ishal, Michelle A.
*Jefferys, David C.
Ledesma, Jose
McCormick, JoAnn
Pustay Gray, Christine
Roberts, Eugene Edward
Vagle, Barbara L. G.

Age
72
67
104
102
79
89
93
76
&$
58
90
87
77
89
97
87

Town, State
Death Date Arrangements
Cape Coral
11-Aug Gallaher American Family Funeral Home
Fort Myers
01-Aug Lee County Cremation Services
Cape Coral
11-Aug Gallaher American Family Funeral Home
Newberry, SC
10-Aug McSwain-Evans Funeral Home
Cape Coral
11-Aug Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery
Estero
12-Aug Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home and Crematory
Cape Coral
07-Aug Hodges-Kiser Funeral Home
Bonita Springs
10-Aug Gendron Funeral & Cremation Services Inc.
yqx
Zl Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home
Cape Coral
12-Aug Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home, Cemetery and Crematory
Estero
10-Aug Shikany’s Bonita Funeral Home and Crematory
Cape Coral
12-Aug Coral Ridge Funeral Home and Cemetery
Louisville, KY
11-Aug Gendron Funeral & Cremation Services Inc.
Fort Myers
12-Aug Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home
Naples
10-Aug Gendron Funeral & Cremation Services Inc.
North Fort Myers
11-Aug Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home & Cemetery

* Additional information in display obituaries

Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/News-Press

I thought of you today, but that is nothing new.
I thought about you yesterday and days before that too.
I think of you in silence, I often speak your name.
All I have are memories and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is a keepsake from which I’ll never part.
God has you in His arms, I have you in my heart.

FUNERALS & MEMORIALS
» Information in 'Funerals & Memorials' is paid advertising.
The News-Press also publishes notices of area residents'
deaths free. To place either type of notice, go to
www.news-press.com/obits or call 335-0324. Please
visit news-press.com for archived obituaries. Obituaries
and photographs submitted to The News-Press may
be published, distributed, repurposed and otherwise
used in print, electronic and other media platforms.

Emma Ruth Butler
Christensen
NEWBERRY, SC Emma Ruth Butler
Christensen, known as
“Ruth,” 102, of Newberry, SC died Saturday,
August 10, 2019.
She is survived by her
son, John Christensen
of Irmo; a daughter,
Shirley Mohler of Newberry; a granddaughter,
Trina (Scott) Reisch and
a great-grandson, Samuel Reisch.
A Memorial Service
will be held at 5:00 pm
Saturday, August 17,
2019 at the Newberry ARP Church. For a
complete obituary of
Ruth’s life and to make a
memorial contribution,
please go to www.mc
swain-evans.com (Click
on Obituaries).

David C. Jefferys
ESTERO - Dave Jefferys of Estero, Florida
passed away peacefully,
surrounded by family,
on Saturday, August 10,
2019 at the age of 90. To
read his full obituary
and for funeral service
times and information,
please visit www.Shi
kanyFuneralHome.com

15 years later: Looking back at Hurricane Charley, the first in a 'nightmare'
hurricane season for Florida
By Amanda Schmidt, AccuWeather staff writer
Updated Aug. 14, 2019 10:42 AM

Fifteen years ago, destructive Hurricane Charley made landfall as a powerful Category 4 hurricane along
the Florida Gulf coastline on Aug. 13, 2004.
Charley was the first in a series of storms that hit the Florida coast in the 2004 season. AccuWeather
Senior Meteorologist and Hurricane Expert Dan Kottlowski described the year as a “nightmare” for the
state in terms of tropical storms.
The storm began in the Caribbean and moved northward toward Cuba. The initial thought was that it
would weaken over Cuba, but it instead tracked west, Kottlowski said.
The storm was initially expected to make landfall in the highly populated Tampa Bay area, but a lastminute shift in the track caused the center of the storm to make landfall farther south near Charlotte
Harbor.
This last-minute shift in the track caught many locals off guard. While the damage could have been much
worse, the storm wreaked havoc in several Florida cities, including Fort Myers, Punta Gorda and Orlando.
Not only did the storm’s direction abruptly change, but the storm also rapidly intensified, strengthening
from a weak Category 1 hurricane to a powerful Category 4 hurricane in only a few hours, Kottlowski said.
"Charley was a small but very powerful hurricane. The wind field around the hurricane was fairly small
with hurricane-force winds not more than 25 to 35 miles out from the center," Kottlowski said.
Once making landfall, the storm unleashed an array of extreme weather impacts. Several tornadoes
touched down, wind gusts up to 140 mph caused significant damage and heavy rainfall sparked flooding.
In all, Charley spawned nine tornadoes in Florida, five in North Carolina and two in southeastern Virginia.

A Port Charlotte hardware store worker tries to salvage items from the store Saturday, Aug. 14, 2004, in Port Charlotte. Hurricane
Charley plowed through the area Friday afternoon leaving behind a path of destruction.

The powerful winds were the biggest threat to the cities, causing most of the destruction. The winds
knocked down power lines, trees, traffic lights and signage throughout the cities. Many of the cities'
residents lost part, if not all, of their homes, and some even lost their lives. Charley was directly
responsible for at least 10 deaths in the U.S. It is estimated to have caused approximately $17 billion in
damages.
"The hurricane acted more like a large tornado," Kottlowski said.
"The tightly wrapped-up wind pattern around the storm allowed it to remain a hurricane as it tracked
northeast and through the Orlando area during the evening of August 13th."
Charley caused considerable wind damage to the Punta Gorda and northern Fort Myers area before
tracking straight toward Orlando, where it caused a 25- to 50-mile-wide path of wind damage all the way
to Daytona Beach along Florida's east coast.
Because Charley moved so swiftly over Florida, the storm never had time to weaken to a tropical storm.
Charley remained a Category 1 hurricane when it exited the state over New Smyrna Beach and back out
over the Atlantic Ocean.
Typically, inland communities are not often struck by hurricane-force winds with reported damage to
trees, mobile homes and crops. About two million customers lost power in Florida and citrus farmers
suffered $200 million in crop damage.
After moving out of Florida into the Atlantic Ocean, the hurricane re-strengthened slightly as it accelerated
toward the coast of South Carolina. This re-intensification was temporary. Charley came ashore again
near Cape Romain, South Carolina, on Aug. 14, 2004, as a weakening hurricane. It continued to cause
damage as it moved up the eastern U.S.
The extensive storm damage led the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to retire the name
Charley in 2005. When a hurricane causes extreme damage or loss of life, the WMO removes the name
from the rotating list of names used for Atlantic storms.
After Hurricane Charley ravaged the state, Florida was hit with three more hurricanes in the 2004 season:
Frances, Ivan and Jeanne. All three of these storms struck during the month of September.
Damage from Charley remained when the subsequent storms hit. Roofers were not able to repair every
damaged home in time for the next three storms that moved through the state. News reports emerged
that captured hundreds of homes covered by blue tarps to keep the rain from causing further damage.
Some homes had blue tarps over them well into the following year, Kottlowski said.

https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/15-years-later-looking-back-at-hurricane-charley-the-first-in-a-nightmare-hurricane-seasonfor-florida/70009068

Allegiant Air adds 5 new direct flights to Punta Gorda Airport
Dan DeLuca, Fort Myers News-PressPublished 8:44 a.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019 | Updated 12:31 p.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019

Air service from Punta Gorda Airport continues to grow rapidly, with Allegiant announcing Tuesday five
new seasonal nonstop routes.
The new destinations are Elmira, New York; Charleston, South Carolina; Memphis, Tennessee; Norfolk,
Virginia; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. All of the flights begin in November.
Allegiant Travel Co. is best known for its low-fare airline. However, it’s also moving forward with its first
Sunseeker Resort, a complex of more than 25 acres on the Charlotte Harbor-Peace River waterfront
about 7 miles from Punta Gorda Airport.
Plans call for as many 277 hotel rooms and 842 condominium-hotel units on the property between
Tamiami Trail and Bayshore Live Oak Park in unincorporated Charlotte County.
Here are more details on the new routes:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with fares
starting at $69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
For more information, visit flypgd.com.

https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-adds-5-new-flights-punta-gorda-airport/1995267001/

Column: Lots of upcoming events in
Venice and beyond
By ROGER BUTTON Businews Columnist

Aug 14, 2019

Run the Runways supporting Special Olympics
Florida International Air Show recognizes the impact Special Olympics Florida had on
54,000 who participated and is supporting it again with a 5K run on Nov. 2 at Punta
Gorda Airport runways.
For the third year, the 5K run is open to all starting at 7:30 a.m., registration $40 till
noon Nov. 1. and includes a general show admission ticket. First 300 registrants receive
a participant medal with First, second and third-place medals in men’s and women’s
divisions. Register for run and air show at www.floridaairshow.com.

https://www.yoursun.com/venice/business/column-lots-of-upcoming-events-in-venice-and-a-beyond/article_c8f27590-bdea-11e9-8453ff3448028959.html

The routes, scheduled to start in mid-November, will have fares as low as $49 for a one-way trip.

by: Business Observer Staff
PUNTA GORDA — Those who wish to visit Southwest Florida will soon have a few
additional options to travel to the region.
Allegiant, a Las Vegas-based discount airline company, announced via a news release Tuesday
it is adding five new nonstop flights to Punta Gorda Airport. The five routes will be available
to and from Charleston, S.C.; Elmira, N.Y.; Memphis, Tenn.; Norfolk, Va.; and Sioux Falls, S.D.
“We’re thrilled to announce such a major expansion in Southwest Florida,” says Drew Wells,
Allegiant vice president of planning and revenue, in a statement. “This beautiful area is one of
the most sought-after Allegiant destinations, and now even more travelers can enjoy all it has
to offer.”
The routes, scheduled to start in mid-November, will have fares as low as $49 for a one-way
trip. The flights will operate twice weekly and are expected to bring nearly 29,000 passengers
to the Punta Gorda area annually, contributing to visitor spending in the local economy, the
release states.
“The addition of five new Allegiant destinations is outstanding news for our local community
and economy,” says Charlotte County Airport Authority Chair Pamella Seay in a statement.

https://www.businessobserverfl.com/article/discount-airline-adding-five-new-nonstop-routes-from-punta-gorda-airport

Allegiant adds 24 new routes, including a return to Palm Beach and Fort
Collins, Colorado
Dawn Gilbertson, USA TODAYPublished 7:45 a.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019

Allegiant Air is gearing up for the busy winter travel season with 24 new nonstop routes that will take
travelers from smaller cities to popular warm-weather destinations.
The Las Vegas-based budget airline's latest expansion includes a return to two cities it previously served:
Palm Beach, Florida, and Fort Collins, Colorado. Allegiant hasn't served Fort Collins since 2012 and Palm
Beach since 2016.
The new flights, which can be booked on the airline's website, will generally be offered twice a week. Some
flights are seasonal, others will operate year round. Don't expect the introductory fares to be available for
travel around Thanksgiving, Christmas or other peak travel periods.
Allegiant, like fellow discounters Spirit and Frontier, charges low base fares plus fees for "extras,'' including
a seat assignment, carry-on or checked bag, in-flight drinks and food and more.

Flying Allegiant, Spirit or Frontier: 11 things you need to know
Here's where Allegiant is adding flights
Palm Beach, Florida, to and from:
Pittsburgh: Year-round service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $54 one way.
Charlotte, North Carolina (Concord-Padgett Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares
starting at $54.
Knoxville, Tennessee (McGhee Tyson Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at
$59.
Indianapolis: Year-round service begins Nov. 21, with fares starting at $59.
Asheville, North Carolina (Asheville Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting
at $54.
Cincinnati: Year-round service begin Nov. 25 with fares starting at $49.
Fort Collins, Colorado, (Northern Colorado Regional Aiport) to and from:
Phoenix (Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 22 with one-way fares starting at
$49.
Las Vegas: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $49. The flights will be offered four
times a week.
Punta Gorda, Florida, to and from:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at
$69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Sarasota, Florida (Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport) to and from:
St. Louis, Missouri (MidAmerica St. Louis Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with one-way fares
starting at $69.
Des Moines, Iowa: Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares starting at $79.
Rockford, Illinois (Chicago Rockford International Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares
starting at $69.
Flint, Michigan: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Fort Wayne, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Knoxville, Tennessee: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $59.
Louisville, Kentucky: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $59.
South Bend, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $69.
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to and from:
Traverse City, Michigan: Year-round service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $79.
Bentonville, Arkansas: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $69. (Allegiant briefly served
the route nearly a decade ago.)
Tucson, Arizona, to and from:
Indianapolis: Seasonal service starts Nov. 14 with fares starting at $59.

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/newswire/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-expansion-24-new-routes-palm-beachflorida-fort-collins-colorado-sarasota-punta-gorda/1995139001/?a=a&utm_source=tcpalmDaily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline

Posted: Thu 8:53 AM, Aug 15, 2019

Allegiant Airlines has added a new flight from the Sioux Falls Regional Airport to a city on the Florida gulf
coast.
A direct flight from Sioux Falls to the Punta Gorda Airport will begin November 15, according to FSD
Executive Director Dan Letellier.
Allegiant says one-way fairs on the new route will begin as low as $59. The season route will operate twice
weekly.
You can find more details on Allegiant's website.

https://www.ksfy.com/content/news/Allegiant-adds-flight-from-Sioux-Falls-to-Punta-Gorda-544451651.html

Why do they want the
hangar?

PUNTA GORDA — In two weeks, Western Michigan University will officially shut its doors in Punta Gorda, but
what will happen to its airport space remains undecided.

Charlotte Technical College Aviation Airframe and Powerplant
Mechanics Certification Course

The Charlotte County Airport Authority met Thursday for their monthly meeting. A full room of attendees waited
to hear the board's decision.

Charlotte Technical College
received a $1.7 million grant in
December from the Florida
Department of Economic
Opportunity to build a venue at PGD
to train aviation mechanics.

The board decided in June to ask interested parties to fill out requests for proposals (RFPs) to get more details
on each option. With originally four interested entities, there were three completed proposals from Charlotte
Technical College, AeroGuard and APG Avionics.

Before the university announced its
departure in February, Charlotte
Technical College was looking at a
hangar north of the airport’s rental
car facility. This area is still
available; however, it requires
“more buildout” to make the facility
classroom-ready, according to
airport spokesperson Kaley Miller.
“(Charlotte Technical College) did
an analysis of hangar 210 and
prefers the WMU space,” Miller said.
The A&P program will be a "feeder
of well-trained students working in
careers for the Punta Gorda
Airport," said school board member
Cara Reynolds. "It's a win for our
students, citizens, and the airport."

Two employees, PGD COO Ron Mallard and facilities manager Ray Laroche, along with commissioner Paul
Andrews, scored the three proposals from Charlotte County School Board, APG and AeroGuard. Based on
these scores, the School Board's proposal was the most recommended, while AeroGuard's Flight Training
Center was least recommended.
However, the School Board has to get approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) before starting
the A&P program, which would take at least 18 months, according to Charlotte County School Board member
Cara Reynolds. They do need an address to put on their FAA application.
"Is there any way that all three, on an interim basis, can work together?" asked commissioner Robert Hancik
during the discussion before the vote. "This is just a wild idea. The School Board needs an address, we can
accomplish that ... APG, they need to park some Cirrus jets in a hangar, which the School Board doesn't need
that. And the flight school, on an interim basis, can use the classroom space."

AeroGuard - Flight Training
Center

The aviation industry is facing both technician and pilot shortages, according to Andrews.

The company plans to work with
current WMU employees, whose
employment ends Aug. 31, 2019,
and current students to help them
continue their flight training. There
are roughly 10 employees at the
WMU location that the company is
interested in.

The board decided to table the issue, and have their legal team meet with the interested parties to pursue
mutual use of the facility.

Ten WMU students have also
expressed interest to remain in the
area if there is a flight school.

To get his license, Johns said his school wasn't even on an airport. "You don't need to be at an airport."
"It's a very reasonable solution to a challenging
problem," said Airport Authority chair Pam
Seay.

APG Avionics - Expansion to
become a Cirrus Vision Jet Center
The flight operations engineering
firm previously leased the hangar
for years, adding improvements and
upgrades, according to their letter
of intent.
The Cirrus Aircraft Service Center
also currently leases two hangars at
the airport adjacent to the WMU
hangar. The addition of the hangar
would “bring the Vision Jet center
to life,” according to the company’s
letter of intent.

"I think it's good they want to work with everyone," said Greg Johns, the senior mechanic at the WMU Punta
Gorda location. "I want to keep my job."

"I appreciate that the Airport Authority is taking
their time to carefully consider all the
proposals," Reynolds said. "The district will
explore what the FAA allows us to do, and not
do, while we are going through the approval
process. We hope to find a solution that will
work."
The board scheduled a special meeting for Aug.
29 to discuss the issue further.

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/airport-space-wmu-leaves-aug-is-up-in-the-air/article_e06cb13e-bf77-11e9-b5c5-6b75f26b14d3.html

Home Local News Norfolk International saw a record breaking number of travelers
Local News

Norfolk International saw a record breaking number of travelers
By Lucretia Cunningham August 15, 2019

(Southside Daily/Courtesy of Pixabay)

NORFOLK — Here’s something: 401,438 passengers went through Norfolk International Airport
in July and it’s going on record as the most served in the airport’s 81-year history.
The airport has also seen an 11.52 percent increase in travelers compared to last year with
2,286,609 served from January to July 2019, officials said.
Robert Bowen, the airport’s authority executive director, attributed the number of travelers to the
combination of a thriving economy and increased airline capabilities.
And, to continue that growth, Charles Braden, a spokesman for Norfolk International Airport,
said the Active Air Service Development program “connects with airlines on a continuous basis
to communicate opportunities for growth in Norfolk.”
“We compete with hundreds of commercial service airports to attract increasing airline services
by advocating on behalf of the community to highlight what Norfolk has to offer,” he said.
Airport officials announced Monday Allegiant Air will start nonstop service from Norfolk
International to Punta Gorda/Ft. Myers Florida in November.
The airport also saw a small increase in cargo shipped from 5,007,408 pounds in July 2018 to
5,075,360 pounds in July 2019.

https://www.yoursun.com/venice/business/column-lots-of-upcoming-events-in-venice-and-a-beyond/article_c8f27590-bdea-11e9-8453ff3448028959.html
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The Cirrus SR-20 has been one of the more popular aircrafts used by the Western Michigan University College of Aviation.
The school’s aviation program is leaving Punta Gorda by the end of the month, the school announced earlier this year citing
demographics and enrollment trends in the region.

Bye, Bye Western Michigan University
Future of airport space WMU leaves Aug. 31 is up in the air
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — In two
weeks, Western Michigan
University will officially shut
its doors in Punta Gorda, but
what will happen to its airport
space remains undecided.
The Charlotte County
Airport Authority met
Thursday for their monthly
meeting. A full room of attendees waited to hear the board’s
decision.

The board decided in June
to ask interested parties to
ﬁll out requests for proposals
(RFPs) to get more details on
each option. With originally
four interested entities, there
were three completed proposals from Charlotte Technical
College, AeroGuard and APG
Avionics.
Two employees, PGD COO
Ron Mallard and facilities
manager Ray Laroche, along
with commissioner Paul
Andrews, scored the three

proposals from Charlotte
County School Board, APG and
AeroGuard. Based on these
scores, the School Board’s
proposal was the most recommended, while AeroGuard’s
Flight Training Center was
least recommended.
However, the School
Board has to get approval
from the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) before
starting the A&P program,
which would take at least 18
months, according to Charlotte

County School Board member
Cara Reynolds. They do need
an address to put on their FAA
application.
“Is there any way that all
three, on an interim basis, can
work together?” asked commissioner Robert Hancik during
the discussion before the vote.
“This is just a wild idea. The
School Board needs an address,
we can accomplish that ...
APG, they need to park some
Cirrus jets in a hangar, which
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Almost every seat was full at Thursday’s Charlotte County Airport Authority meeting due to
interest in the WMU space at the Punta Gorda Airport.
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the School Board doesn’t need
that. And the ﬂight school, on
an interim basis, can use the
classroom space.”
The aviation industry is
facing both technician and
pilot shortages, according to
Andrews.
The board decided to table
the issue, and have their legal
team meet with the interested

parties to pursue mutual use
of the facility.
“I think it’s good they want
to work with everyone,”
said Greg Johns, the senior
mechanic at the WMU Punta
Gorda location. “I want to keep
my job.”
To get his license, Johns said
his school wasn’t even on an
airport. “You don’t need to be
at an airport.”
“It’s a very reasonable solution to a challenging problem,”
said Airport Authority chair
Pam Seay.

“I appreciate that the
Airport Authority is taking
their time to carefully consider
all the proposals,” Reynolds
said. “The district will explore
what the FAA allows us to do,
and not do, while we are going
through the approval process.
We hope to ﬁnd a solution that
will work.”
The board scheduled a
special meeting for Aug. 29 to
discuss the issue further.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com

Sarasota-Bradenton airport sees record traffic growth for July
By Staff Report
Posted Aug 16, 2019 at 10:21 AM Updated Aug 16, 2019 at 10:56 AM

SRQ, which just added eight new flights to its roster from Allegiant Air, says it had a record July, with traffic up 42%
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport — fresh off news this week that Allegiant Air was adding eight new
cities to its roster of flights at the airport — said that passengers set an all-time record for the month of July with
147,068 traveling through the airport.
Traffic for July 2019 was up 42% when compared with the same month in 2018.
Year-to-date passenger numbers are up 40%, with 1,135,173 passengers using the airport so far in 2019.
“With eight new routes added just this week on Allegiant Air, SRQ now offers nonstop service to thirty-seven
destinations,” said Rick Piccolo, the airport’s president and CEO, in a statement on Friday. “We are excited to see the
nonstop choices at SRQ continue to expand. The eight airlines servicing SRQ offer a wide range of products for both
business and leisure travelers alike.”
In the last year and a half, Sarasota-Bradenton International has added two new airlines, Allegiant and Frontier
Airlines, and 26 new destinations.
Earlier this week, the airport announced the new nonstop service to McGhee Tyson Airport in Knoxville, Tennessee,
launching Nov. 21 and year-round. The others flights — to St. Louis, Des Moines and Louisville; Fort Wayne and
South Bend, Indiana; Rockford, Illinois and Flint, Michigan — will be seasonal.
Service will begin on Nov. 15 to MidAmerica St. Louis Airport, and on Nov. 23 to Des Moines International Airport
and Chicago Rockford International Airport.
On Nov. 24, Allegiant will start flying to Bishop International Airport in Flint, Michigan, and Fort Wayne
International Airport in Indiana. And on Nov. 25, flights will begin to Louisville Muhammad Ali International Airport
and South Bend International Airport.
The eight additional flights bring Allegiant’s total out of the airport to 20. Allegiant has by far the most routes of any
airline operating at Sarasota-Bradenton.
Allegiant also is adding five seasonal routes to Punta Gorda Airport.
The airline started service at SRQ in in April 2018 with three destinations and announced an additional nine in
November of last year.
The new flights are expected to bring nearly 54,000 new passengers a year through the airport. Introductory one-way
fares will be as low as $59, the airline said.
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20190816/sarasota-bradenton-airport-sees-record-traffic-growth-for-july

Allegiant adds 24 new routes, including a return to Palm Beach and Fort
Collins, Colorado
Dawn Gilbertson, USA TODAYPublished 7:45 a.m. ET Aug. 13, 2019

Allegiant Air is gearing up for the busy winter travel season with 24 new nonstop routes that will take
travelers from smaller cities to popular warm-weather destinations.
The Las Vegas-based budget airline's latest expansion includes a return to two cities it previously served:
Palm Beach, Florida, and Fort Collins, Colorado. Allegiant hasn't served Fort Collins since 2012 and Palm
Beach since 2016.
The new flights, which can be booked on the airline's website, will generally be offered twice a week. Some
flights are seasonal, others will operate year round. Don't expect the introductory fares to be available for
travel around Thanksgiving, Christmas or other peak travel periods.
Allegiant, like fellow discounters Spirit and Frontier, charges low base fares plus fees for "extras,'' including
a seat assignment, carry-on or checked bag, in-flight drinks and food and more.

Flying Allegiant, Spirit or Frontier: 11 things you need to know
Here's where Allegiant is adding flights
Palm Beach, Florida, to and from:
Pittsburgh: Year-round service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $54 one way.
Charlotte, North Carolina (Concord-Padgett Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares
starting at $54.
Knoxville, Tennessee (McGhee Tyson Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at
$59.
Indianapolis: Year-round service begins Nov. 21, with fares starting at $59.
Asheville, North Carolina (Asheville Regional Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting
at $54.
Cincinnati: Year-round service begin Nov. 25 with fares starting at $49.
Fort Collins, Colorado, (Northern Colorado Regional Aiport) to and from:
Phoenix (Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport): Year-round service begins Nov. 22 with one-way fares starting at
$49.
Las Vegas: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $49. The flights will be offered four
times a week.
Punta Gorda, Florida, to and from:
Elmira, New York (Elmira Corning Regional Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at
$69.
Charleston, South Carolina: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $49.
Memphis, Tennessee: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Norfolk, Virginia: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $54.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota: Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with fares starting at $59.
Sarasota, Florida (Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport) to and from:
St. Louis, Missouri (MidAmerica St. Louis Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 15 with one-way fares
starting at $69.
Des Moines, Iowa: Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares starting at $79.
Rockford, Illinois (Chicago Rockford International Airport): Seasonal service begins Nov. 23 with fares
starting at $69.
Flint, Michigan: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Fort Wayne, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 24 with fares starting at $69.
Knoxville, Tennessee: Year-round service begins Nov. 21 with fares starting at $59.
Louisville, Kentucky: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $59.
South Bend, Indiana: Seasonal service begins Nov. 25 with fares starting at $69.
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport to and from:
Traverse City, Michigan: Year-round service begins Nov. 13 with fares starting at $79.
Bentonville, Arkansas: Seasonal service begins Nov. 14 with fares starting at $69. (Allegiant briefly served
the route nearly a decade ago.)
Tucson, Arizona, to and from:
Indianapolis: Seasonal service starts Nov. 14 with fares starting at $59.

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/newswire/2019/08/13/allegiant-air-expansion-24-new-routes-palm-beachflorida-fort-collins-colorado-sarasota-punta-gorda/1995139001/?a=a&utm_source=tcpalmDaily%20Briefing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily_briefing&utm_term=list_article_headline
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Members Club
Here’s what
you had to say
last week

EDITOR’S NOTE: Sun
Newspapers has a Facebook
page for each of its newspapers
and even for some of the magazines. Listed here are some of
the better comments on Facebook
in the past week or so. You can
always look up the stories in the
Sun Newspaper archives.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARY DOELLING

Luciano “Luca” Maxfield, 5,
and his grandmother, Mary
Doelling, pose earlier Monday
at Glenallen Elementary
School in North Port.
‘WHERE’S LUCA?’ KINDERGARTNER
GOES MISSING FOR 90 MINUTES AT
END OF FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

PHOTO BY JIMMY PETERS

J.C. Deriso and his younger
brother Jordan have built a
DeSoto County firm of nearly
200 workers and plenty of
momentum to carry them well
into the future.
MEET J.C. DERISO, DESOTO
BUSINESSMAN AND COUNTY
COMMISSIONER
Connie Head Bateman So proud
to call him “Brother”
Shauna Leigh Shows Great guy!
Sylvia Waters Altman Great guy
& wonderful family!!

PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant Airlines has
helped Punta Gorda Airport
become the 11th busiest
in the state, surpassing
Sarasota-Bradenton.
ALLEGIANT ADDS 5 NEW ROUTES
FROM PUNTA GORDA
Peggy Santor How about year
round ﬂights? Residents would
like to use our local airport in
off season
Carola Niedermayer Putting
routes YEAR ROUND for
RESIDENTS ﬁrst would be
nice...
Pam Weeks Massey They sound
wonderful they will accommodate for stormy weather.
ENGLEWOOD FIREFIGHTER INJURED
IN MOTORCYCLE CRASH
John Carrie Powers-morrisette
There is not enough money on
earth to make me ride on or
drive a motorcycle in this area!!
I hope this man recovers fully!
Joshua Jacobs Yes, he’s one of
the Station 71 boys. He’s got a
long road to recovery but he’s
doing as well as can be expected. Probably see you ladies
tomorrow for the usual dinner
run. Thanks for caring about us
Stacey Cole Joshua Jacobs we
love all you guys will deﬁnitely
keep Jason in our prayers!

Angel Boyd My 7 year old
went to the wrong afterschool
program yesterday, just happy
I found her alive and still at the
school.
Cindy Bell Sallie Joned in Punta
Gorda not once but twice sent
my daughter home the wrong
way because the ADULTS
were not doong there jobs. The
assistant principal at the time
the ﬁrst one happened was so ho
hum oh well about it. I have a
court order custody order on ﬁle.
What if it had been thr wrong
person trying to take her??? Its
very scary as a parent when you
show up at pick up and no one
knows where your kid is. A third
time she was marked absent
incorrectly I get the automated
call. When I called the school
they couldn’t ﬁnd her for 15 or so
minutes! Ridiculous!
Cheryl Clark-Lopez I’m glad
he was found and good ... that
mistake though should have not
happened it don’t surprise me
though I’ve never heard anything good about that school smh
Ellie Holstein-Steele No disciplinary action will be taken?
Are you kidding me?
PUNTA GORDA MAKES LIST OF ‘GREAT
PLACES TO RETIRE’ IN FLORIDA
Karen Lingle No question, but
yes... let’s keep it quiet
Michael Bollo No doubt
Monika Stapleton-Dudley
shhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!
FSU FOOTBALL AND BASKETBALL
COMMIT TRANSFERS TO VENICE
Mike Koohns So if he doesn’t
play basketball at Venice where
will he play?
James Ciraolo Mike Koohns He
doesn’t have to play any sport
this year, he’s already signed his
letter of intent to FSU, he just
has to graduate. The basketball
coach at Riverview left for FGCU
and Venice gives him the best
chance at winning a state title
in football before he graduates.
If it appears the basketball team
will not contend the powers
that be at FSU will recommend
he doesn’t play basketball this
season to eliminate injury risk.
Bless the state for allowing kids
to transfer any time they want to
any school in Florida, Kudos to
Venice for “getting him”
John Sprague Mike Koohns no
such thing as a letter of intent.
They have a national signing
date Every thing is verbal
before signing date. He needs to
play all his sports at Venice.
Facebook Comments are compiled
by Sonya Shellhouse
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Allegiant to set up aircraft base at Lehigh Valley Airport in US

Allegiant Travel Company has set aside more than $50m to establish a two-aircraft base at Lehigh Valley
International Airport in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, US.
The company aims to start its base operations at the airport by next February. Once operational, Lehigh
Valley Airport will become Allegiant’s 18th aircraft base.
Allegiant Government Affairs vice-president Keith Hansen said: “Lehigh Valley is a perfect location for a
permanent base, which will further establish Allegiant as a hometown airline in eastern Pennsylvania.
“It has been a great area for Allegiant, where passenger demand has grown steadily over the years. As a base
airport, having locally based aircraft and crews will give us a host of options for both new service and
expanded operational hours.
“This will mean more opportunities for affordable, convenient travel for local residents and visitors to the
area.”
The new aircraft base is expected to create approximately 66 new jobs for pilots, flight attendants, mechanics
and ground personnel.
Allegiant first launched operations from Lehigh Valley Airport in 2005 and has been operating seven direct
services across the US to Fort Lauderdale, Orlando, St Pete-Clearwater and Punta Gorda in Florida; Myrtle
Beach in South Carolina; Nashville in Tennessee and Savannah in Georgia.
The airline currently handles over 280,000 passengers each year through Lehigh Valley Airport.
Pennsylvania senator Patrick Browne said: “Today’s announcement ushers in a new era of leisure and
commercial travel possibilities for the airport and our region.
“I applaud Allegiant for recognizing the importance Lehigh Valley Airport plays in air travel and for
choosing to expand their presence at the airport.”
Las Vegas-based Allegiant revealed its plans in January to set up a two-aircraft base at Gerald Ford
International Airport in Grand Rapids, Michigan, US.
In June last year, Allegiant said that it will also establish a two-aircraft base at McGhee Tyson Airport in
Knoxville, Tennessee.
https://www.airport-technology.com/news/lehigh-valley-airport-allegiant/

News
Allegiant Air to open Allentown base in mid-1Q20

21.08.2019 - 23:49 UTC
Allegiant Air (G4, Las Vegas McCarran) has announced in a press release it will open a new base at Allentown Lehigh
Valley International Airport on February 12, 2020. The LCC will base two Airbus narrowbodies out of Pennsylvanian
airfield.
"Lehigh Valley is a perfect location for a permanent base, which will further establish Allegiant as a hometown airline in
eastern Pennsylvania. It has been a great area for Allegiant, where passenger demand has grown steadily over the
years. As a base airport, having locally-based aircraft and crews will give us a host of options for both new service and
expanded operational hours," Vice President of Government Affairs Keith Hansen said.
According to the ch-aviation schedules module, the LCC currently offers 24 weekly departures out of Allentown,
serving Myrtle Beach, Nashville Int'l, Orlando Sanford, Punta Gorda, FL, Savannah Int'l, and St.
Petersburg/Clearwater. It has a 38.6% market share at the Pennsylvanian airport by capacity.
The airline did not disclose whether the base opening would also coincide with new routes or extra frequencies.
Allentown is set to become Allegiant Air's eighteenth base and its second in Pennsylvania after Pittsburgh Int'l.

https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80924-allegiant-air-to-open-allentown-base-in-mid-1q20

Road Warrior: How far can planes from the Allentown airport really fly? Caribbean? Big Easy?
California?
By TOM SHORTELL
THE MORNING CALL AUG 22, 2019 | 9:49 AM

On Tuesday, Allegiant Air announced it would make Lehigh Valley International Airport its latest aircraft
base, a decision that will create at least 66 new jobs and eventually lead to new flight options out of the
Lehigh Valley.
That’s spurred some questions from readers.
I used to feel the Lehigh Valley was shortchanged in the prestige department compared to similarly sized
metro areas, and it seems like others finally realized the huge potential this market has. We now have the
IronPigs and PPL Center, both huge successes. Now, Allegiant is making a big move here. Has ABE’s luck
changed, too? How far can Allegiant fly with a full passenger load? My understanding is the distance is
limited by ABE’s runway length. If that’s true, is runway lengthening a realistic possibility? ~ Jim Kurtz,
Upper Macungie Township
Jim’s take is pretty much spot on. A lot of factors go into how far jets can travel, including the aircraft make,
elevation and weather, but runway length is important. At Lehigh Valley International Airport, it’s a problem
because of the runways’ relative shortness at 7,599 feet. By comparison, the longest runway at
Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport, another recent Allegiant Air aircraft base, stretches 9,351 feet.
Newark Liberty International Airport has three runways, one 10,000 feet long and another 11,000 feet.
From my perspective, the biggest thing working against the airport isn’t the runways but the model used by
most carriers. They want most people flying out of major hubs like JFK and Philadelphia, where they can
connect larger crowds of people to locales across the globe more efficiently. Regional airports like LVIA
have largely been left behind. United offers two connections out of LVIA, and one of them is a bus to
Newark.
Allegiant goes against the grain by focusing on making direct flights between regional locations and popular
vacation getaways. That includes Sun Belt areas for retirees, spring break destinations and cities known for
their tourism successes. For LVIA to remain an option for passenger flights, Allegiant and other carriers
following its model have to fill the void left by larger airlines.
That said, a longer runway could help matters, and it’s in the airport’s master plan. The plan calls for
extending the main runway west, but would require buying properties on both sides of the Lehigh River to
create a safety buffer zone. I’m a bit skeptical about its practicality, but crazier things have happened. I think
that’s a lot more practical than a third runway across Willowbrook Road the airport authority has talked
about for decades.

In the meantime, I think the airport can make its runways work. The airport authority has sought connections
to San Juan, Puerto Rico, lobbying carriers to make the flight a reality. It hasn’t happened, but the 1,650-mile
radius between Allentown and San Juan provides a good idea of a realistic travel distance available under the
current conditions.
A 1,650-mile radius around Allentown reaches as far west as the Rockies, as far south as Cancun and as far
north as Canada’s Hudson Bay. LVIA doesn’t have customs right now, so we can exclude foreign
destinations for the time being.
Tom Stoudt, executive director of the Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority, said he and his staff have been
kept in the dark about any potential new destinations. I asked Allegiant officials, too, and they politely
declined to disclose their plans, which was predictable given how competitive the commercial passenger
flight industry is.
But that doesn’t mean we can’t have some fun speculating. I have no reason to think the list of markets
below will materialize anytime soon, but it gives you an idea of destinations that fit Allegiant’s model and
are already part of their network.
The Florida panhandle
This pretty much amounts to more of the same. Right now, LVIA already hosts flights to Punta Gorda,
Orlando, Tampa and Fort Lauderdale. That may seem like plenty, but there’s arguably a need to get to the
panhandle, too. Allegiant’s service to Destin, which is near Pensacola, would fit the bill.
San Juan, Puerto Rico
Since we’re using the distance between Allentown and San Juan as the sample distance, it only makes sense
to include San Juan. Not only is the Caribbean city a vacation destination with its nightlife and beaches, it
would provide an enticing convenience for the host of Puerto Rican families living in the Lehigh Valley.
Right now, those passengers need to travel to Philadelphia to visit family and friends still on the island.
New Orleans
If we’re focusing on vacation destinations, few American cities are as enticing as the Big Easy. Allegiant has
added flights to New Orleans for cities such as Louisville, Kentucky, and Grand Rapids, Michigan. Allegiant
also offers seasonal service between Pittsburgh International Airport and New Orleans. A local direct flight
to Mardi Gras should be an easy sell.
Austin, Texas
This year, Allegiant kicked off seasonal service between the Lehigh Valley and Nashville, an emerging
vacation getaway famous for its music. Austin fits much of the same mold. Three nights a week, the city
shuts down Sixth Street so people can hop between popular bars and music scenes. It also hosts dozens of
popular festivals, including the various South by Southwest celebrations of music, film and technology.
Morning Call reporter Tom Shortell can be reached at 610-820-6168 or tshortell@mcall.com.
https://www.mcall.com/business/transportation/road-warrior/mc-biz-road-warrior-allegiant-destinations-speculation-20190822-cdzzlb5kizdvfhsqbpv33s7fjystory.html
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Your Money
Know the rules of going by air
arlene and Ed Russell’s
M
Allegiant Air Flight 1644
from Cleveland to Punta Gorda
was scheduled
to land July 4
around 11 p.m.
They arrived
at their
Englewood
home close to
4 a.m.
DAVID
Poor Punta
MORRIS
Gorda weather
Columnist
conditions
forced their
aircraft to be diverted to the
St. Petersburg-Clearwater
International Airport. After
sitting on the plane for
about an hour waiting for
relief pilots, they said none
arrived. All passengers were
disembarked and told provided
shuttles going to Punta Gorda
were being scheduled every
45 minutes.
“We asked if we took a
Lyft or Uber if we would get
reimbursed,” Marlene wrote
me. “The employee at the gate
said that we would, and told us
to get a voucher from a person
at baggage claim, but no person
was found.”

So, relying on the assurance
that they’d be reimbursed,
they booked the 100-mile
Uber trip to Englewood. It
cost $99.51. Two days later,
they emailed Allegiant’s
customer relations
department requesting
reimbursement and included
the Uber receipt. After ﬁve
weeks with no resolve, the
Russells asked for my help.
Allegiant could have left
all passengers on Flight
1644 at the St. Pete airport.
That’s because purchasing a
ticket automatically bounds
each passenger to a lengthy
“contract of carriage”
posted on its website. Every
airline has one. They’re the
rules of travel.
One of Allegiant’s rules
speciﬁcally addresses
when a plane is diverted
to another airport due to
circumstances beyond its
control. If it doesn’t continue
to the original destination,
the ﬂight is “deemed to be
completed.” Allegiant may,
but is not required to, make
arrangements to transport
passengers back to their

original destination without
additional cost.
When I contacted Allegiant,
it explained the only
authorized transportation
arrangements that evening
were on the airline-provided
shuttles. All the Russells had
was an alleged verbal promise
by a gate agent. Nothing was in
writing.
However, about an hour later,
the Russells said they received
an email from Allegiant,
apologizing for the delayed
response.
“We certainly understand
the ﬂight disruption created
inconveniences to your
plans, as well as unexpected
expenses incurred as a result.
While we cannot undo the
circumstances, please accept
a check for $150 to assist in
covering any out-of-pocket
expenses you incurred as a
result of the disruption to your
ﬂight.”
Every airline has an “out of
our control” liability clause
in its contract of carriage.
And no schedules are
guaranteed.
Case in point? The most

recent ﬁgures from The
Department of Transportation’s
Bureau of Transportation
Statistics cataloged some
10,000 individual ﬂights
in June arriving at least
30 minutes late. The average
delay was about an hour and a
half.
And there’s nothing domestic
airlines have to do about this
either.
“U.S. airlines are not
required to compensate
passengers when ﬂights are
delayed or canceled,” explains
the DOT. “There are no
federal regulations requiring
airlines to put you on another
airline’s ﬂight or reimburse
you if you purchase a ticket on
another airline. Each airline
has its own policies about
what it will do for delayed
passengers. Compensation
is required by U.S. law only
when certain passengers are
‘bumped’ from a ﬂight that is
oversold.”
But, to qualify, a bumped
passenger needs a boarding
pass, and arrive at the gate
before the ﬂight is “closed,”
usually a half-hour before

actual departure.
That requires being there
before a required scheduled
departure, regardless
of posted delays, which
can change. Stay near
your gate and listen for
announcements or a ﬂight
could leave without you.
It’s especially critical ﬂying
limited-scheduled airlines
like Allegiant, Spirit, and
Frontier, which often operate
out of smaller airports where
ﬂight options are limited or
non-existent.
If you’re stuck at an airport,
search for your airline’s
contract of carriage, so you
know its rules of travel. For all
your “ﬂy rights” — including
how to ﬁle a complaint — see
DOT’s “Consumer Guide to Air
Travel” at www.transportation.
gov/airconsumer/ﬂy-rights.
David Morris is the Sun’s
consumer advocate. Contact
him c/o the Sun, 23170
Harborview Road, Charlotte
Harbor, FL 33980; email
david.morris@yoursun.
com; or leave a message at
941-206-1114.

A key element in getting out of debt
ear Dave,
I’ve got about $3,000 in
credit card debt. Would it be
a good idea to
transfer the
balance from
my credit card
to another one
that has a much
lower interest
rate?
DAVE RAMSEY
— Tammi

D

Columnist

Dear Tammi,
Lots of people who ﬁnd
themselves in your shoes make
the switch to low-interest rate

credit cards. A lower interest
rate will help you save a little
money in the short-term, but
the drawback is it can also
make you feel like you’ve
addressed your problem with
debt when you really haven’t.
You’ve got to change the
behavior and the mindset that
put you in that situation in the
ﬁrst place. Besides, most lowinterest, or no-interest, credit
card offers are only good for a
short period of time. There’s
always a catch!
I discovered long ago that
personal ﬁnance is only about

20 percent head knowledge and
80 percent behavior. Emotion
is a key element to getting out
of debt and staying out of debt.
You’ve got to get really mad at
debt, the impact it has on your
ﬁnancial life, and attack it with
a vengeance. Think about how
many times debt has been a
negative inﬂuence on your life.
My guess is there were many
occasions in the past when you
could have done great stuff —
I’m talking about meaningful,
important things — if you
hadn’t had to send a bunch of
money to those bozos at the

credit card company every
month. I want you to really
think about it.
How about this? First, cut up
your credit card and close the
account. Then, sell some stuff
and take a part-time job nights
or weekends for just a little
while. You could wipe out all
your debt in less than a year by
doing that and starting to live
on a strict, written, monthly
budget.
If you don’t get mad about
it and take a stand against
debt, and become determined
you’re never going to fall into

for five or more years in the market.
The day after that 2.9% drop, the
Dow popped up by 312 points, or
1.2%. (Even during a correction,
prices will bounce up and down.)
Smart investors don’t sell in a
panic when there’s a big market
drop. Instead, they often shop for
bargains. If there were some companies you were interested in adding
to your stock portfolio before a big
drop, they will probably be trading at
more attractive prices after it. Mutual
funds you’ve had your eye on will
likely sport lower prices, too.
If you’re uneasy about hanging
on to any particular stocks, do more
research and find out whether their
prospects still seem solid or the
reasons you bought them are no
longer valid.
Big fortunes can be made in the
stock market by buying into great
and growing companies and hanging on for many years — as long as
they continue performing well. If
you don’t have the stomach for their
volatility, consider just investing in a
low-fee, broad-market index fund. It
will jump around, too, but over long
periods, index funds tracking the
overall market have only gone up.

My Dumbest Investment

The Motley Fool Take

Computers in
Most Homes? Ha!

Learn Your
Alphabet

My dumbest investment was
years ago, in 1986. Microsoft had
its initial public offering (IPO), and
… I didn’t buy any shares.
What was my problem? Well,
that’s the problem — I wasn’t
thinking. At the time, I was learning
to service mainframe computers.
Someone suggested that I invest
in Microsoft shares because “most
homes will have a computer in
them by the year 2000.” I chuckled
and wondered what they were
smoking. As you can tell, I lost out
on a lot of money. — R.F., online
The Fool Responds: We’ve all
missed such opportunities — but
they weren’t no-brainer investments
back then.
In 1986, Microsoft had been
around for more than a decade and
was quite successful, but it was still
a shadow of what it would become.
Annual revenue was less than $200
million; today it’s more than $125
billion. The company’s market
value at the time of its IPO was
under $800 million, and today it’s
often above $1 trillion.
It’s sensible to pass on an investment opportunity when you don’t
have confidence in the company’s
future. It’s usually best to steer
clear of IPOs, too, as they can be
especially volatile; instead, wait a
year or so for shares to settle down.
If you’re simply torn about whether
to invest, consider investing a
smaller sum as a compromise. If
the company continues to perform
well, you can buy more.

Alphabet (Nasdaq: GOOGL)
(Nasdaq: GOOG), parent of Google,
is an appealing candidate for your
portfolio, with a huge defensive
moat and investments in a range of
promising businesses. The tech giant
posted $136.8 billion in revenue last
year, with $30.7 billion in profit.
While it has many moving parts,
Alphabet is essentially an advertising
company. With eight (mostly free)
products that have at least 1 billion
monthly users each (Google Search,
YouTube, Gmail, Chrome, Maps,
Android, the Google Play store and
Google Drive), it can collect more
data than any other organization in
history. Alphabet can then use that
data to offer targeted ads with great
precision. Ads brought in $116 billion
last year, or 85% of all revenue.
But wait — there’s more! The
company’s financial statements regularly report on its “other bets” segment. These are experiments trying
to substantially change the way we
live; they include attempts at improving human longevity, connecting
remote parts of the world to the
internet and cybersecurity initiatives.
But the big one right now is Waymo,
Alphabet’s self-driving vehicle unit.
Any of these businesses could be
huge moneymakers in the future.
What about rumblings that the
U.S. government might break up
Alphabet? Even if it does, the sum of
the parts is worth a lot more than the
company’s recent market value. (The
Motley Fool owns shares of and has
recommended Alphabet.)

that trap again, you’re liable to
ﬁnd yourself back in the same
situation or worse!
— Dave
Dave Ramsey is CEO of
Ramsey Solutions. He has
authored seven best-selling
books, including The Total
Money Makeover. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by more
than 16 million listeners each
week on 600 radio stations and
multiple digital platforms.
Follow Dave on the web at
daveramsey.com and on
Twitter at @DaveRamsey.

Ask the Fool

401(k)s vs. 403(b)s

Q

What’s the difference between
a 401(k) plan and a 403(b)
plan? — B.H., Port Charlotte,
Florida
Both are tax-advantaged
retirement plans, with 401(k)s
targeting private-sector workers and
403(b)s primarily for employees
of tax-exempt employers, such as
educational institutions and some
nonprofits. They have the same
or similar contribution limits and
both can be offered in traditional
and Roth form. (Traditional plans
feature upfront tax breaks, while
Roth plans permit tax-free withdrawals in retirement.)
Both can provide matching
employee contributions to some
degree, but matches are more common with 401(k)s. If your plan
matches contributions, be sure
to grab all the matching funds
you can — that’s free money.
Employer contributions may take
several years to fully vest, but
403(b) plans are more likely to feature quicker or immediate vesting.
In both cases, employee contributions are fully vested immediately.
Many 401(k) plans are administered by mutual fund companies, while insurance companies
frequently administer 403(b)s.
Thus, 401(k) investment menus
routinely feature mutual funds,
while 403(b)s often feature
annuities along with funds.
Learn more at 403bwise.com, at
Fool.com/retirement, and by trying
our “Rule Your Retirement” service
at Fool.com/services.
***
What are some unusual ticker
symbols? — F.T., Honolulu
Lots of ticker symbols are
clever. For example: Southwest Airlines (LUV); 3M (MMM);
Yum! Brands (YUM), the parent
of KFC, Taco Bell and Pizza Hut;
Brinker International (EAT), the
parent of Chili’s; explosives maker
DMC Global (BOOM); Molson
Coors Brewing (TAP); Gibraltar
Industries (ROCK); National Beverage (FIZZ); Heineken (HEINY);
Sotheby’s (BID); Olympic Steel
(ZEUS); and amusement park
company Cedar Fair (FUN).
Before they were bought out,
eyewear maker Oakley sported the
symbol OO and mattress maker
Sealy had ZZ.

A

Q
A

Want more information about stocks?
Send us an email to foolnews@fool.com.

Fool’s School

When the Stock
Market Plunges
The stock market suffered an
unusually big drop on Aug. 5, with
the Dow Jones Industrial Average
plunging 767 points. That certainly
seems huge, but focus on percentages, not points. With the Dow
trading above 25,000 for most of
the year, 767 points represented a
drop of 2.9% — meaningful, but not
disastrous. (It dropped 800 points on
Aug. 14, too.)
The stock market can be volatile,
and occasional big drops will
happen at times that we can’t
exactly predict. When there are
recessions, multiple drops can have
stocks falling in value by more than
20% or 30% overall.
That sounds scary, but there’s
good news, too. Every drop has been
followed by an eventual recovery,
and the market going on to set
new record highs. Some recoveries
happen quickly, and others can take
years — which is why you should
only invest dollars you won’t need

Name That Company
I trace my roots back
to the 1939 founding of a
wholesale dry-goods business
in Scottsville, Kentucky. That
led to other stores, including
one that got my current name,
in 1955; it capped all prices. I
went public in 1968. When I was
taken private in 2007, my shares
had increased in value nearly 400fold! Today, based in Goodlettsville,
Tennessee, and with a market value
recently near $35 billion, I boast more
than 15,000 stores in 44 states. I rake
in more than $25 billion annually and
employ about 135,000 people. I’ve done a
lot to promote literacy. Who am I?
Think you know the answer? We’ll announce it in next week’s edition.

LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA ANSWER
I trace my roots back to a guy who started an electrical and
mechanical business in 1884 and built a car in 1904. Soon after, he
formed me with a partner and they debuted my six-cylinder “Silver
Ghost,” considered the best car in the world. I built many airplane
engines during wars, and I now make high-speed engines and propulsion systems for ships and power generation, among other things.
BMW now makes cars bearing my name, such as the Phantom.
My cars’ interiors contain up to 46 pieces of wood, and their hood
ornament is the Spirit of Ecstasy. Who am I? (Answer: Rolls-Royce)
Want to Invest? Email us at foolnews@fool.com, and we’ll
send you some tips to start investing. Sorry, we can’t provide
individual financial advice.
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Decades of news and photos are available at yoursun.com
to our subscribers only. Don’t be left out!

LAST WEEK’S TOP FIVE STORIES ONLINE

You chose
before-and-after
hurricane photos as
this week’s #1
There is no bikini in the photos with one particular story
Normally when we look back at the mostread stories of the week, we look at actual
stories. But this past week, you surprised me.
The most-looked “story” was not a story at
all — but a whole bunch of photos. And I can
see why.
One of our freelance photographers, Jerry
Beard, went through our photos of what the
area looked like after Hurricane Charley hit
15 years ago. Then he went back to those same
exact locations and tried to take the same
photo from the same angle — even with the
same people in it, if they are still around.
The photos were a hit. We published them in
the newspaper and also put them online. They
may end up being one of the ﬁve most-viewed
pieces of all our websites for 2019 when the
year is over.
Okay, here is the top 5 list, along with a link
to the popular photos.

1

IMAGES OF CHARLEY: Then and Now
OK, OK, you know you want to look
at these photos, especially since I hyped
them up already.
If you lived here then, the photos should
bring back some powerful memories. If you
weren’t around then, you will get a good idea
of just how much the area had to overcome in
order to recover.
Feel free to add your own comments at the bottom
of this address: https://bit.ly/2KV6NbF

2

SUSPECT WAS KICKED OUT OF BIKINI BAR
BEFORE SHOOTING OUTSIDE
Stories about local shootings tend to
get a lot of pageviews from our readers.
But when you add
the phrase “bikini
bar” to the headline,
the number of
people reading the
story skyrockets.
This is one of the
few cases where
the photos got more
views than the story
itself. The ﬁrst photo
is a mug shot of the
arrested guy, and
the second photo is
PHOTO PROVIDED
an outdoor shot of
where the shooting
Gary Allen Potter II,
occurred. But you
21, was arrested in
can’t see the second
connection with a
photo until you click shooting reported
on the ﬁrst.
early Friday in the
So thousands of
parking lot of Emerald
you clicked on the
City. He is charged
ﬁrst photo to see, I
with aggravated
don’t know, a bikini?
battery with a deadly
I will never know.
weapon and possesThe story itself is
about a rather scary sion/discharge of a
firearm causing great
incident. Imagine
bodily injury.
it’s late at night and
some guy is yelling
at a woman in a parking lot. You, trying to be
the good guy, get out of your car.
Bam! The bad guy pulls out a gun and
shoots at you many times, hitting you. No
warning. Just shoots you.
To read this story, which does not feature any
photos of a bikini, visit: https://bit.ly/2MsyBYp

3

SWIM WARNING AT BLIND PASS
OK, we get it. You all love the area
beaches. It doesn’t matter where they are
— Englewood, Venice, wherever in this area.
When we post a story about any local beach
getting a health warning, residents tend to
read the story, then share it with friends, both
here and up North.

SUN FILE PHOTO

Hurricane Charley decimated downtown
Punta Gorda’s business community.
Most of the health warnings come after
heavy rains when water has washed animal
feces from area streets and yards to the Gulf.
If the level of bacteria from the feces gets too
high, a health warning is issued. This has
nothing to do with red tide, which is something else entirely — and has seemed to avoid
us this year, thank goodness.
To read the story about the swim warning that was
at Blind Pass, visit: https://bit.ly/2NpcvFN

4

NORTH PORT WOMAN, 21, MAY GET SHORTER
SENTENCE FOR DUI MANSLAUGHTER
This story is full of twists and turns —
so I can see why this made it into the Top Five.
Here is the basic issue — can somebody who
committed a crime at age 18 be treated as a
youthful offender?
Kelsi Lanier, now 21, was 18 when she
crashed her car into another vehicle stopped
at the traffic light at the intersection of U.S. 41
and Easy Street in Charlotte Harbor.
The force of the impact made the second
car rear-end a third car in front of it. Lanier’s
front seat passenger, Ashlyn Eaton, 19, of
North Port, died in the crash.
All the occupants of Lanier’s vehicle tested
positive for amphetamine, benzodiazepine,
cannabinoid, cocaine metabolite, and opiates,
according to the report.
So should Lanier be charged as a youthful
offender, something that generally comes with
less harsh discipline? To see the reasoning and
thinking about this, read the story at: https://bit.
ly/2L49zvk

5

ALLEGIANT ADDS 5 NEW ROUTES FROM
PUNTA GORDA
Isn’t is cool that we have a local
airport where you can ﬂy to a bunch of
locations in the United States for a very low
fare?
To answer my own question: Yes, yes it is.
I suspect most of you think the same way
because when our story went online of the
new locations that Allegiant would be serving
from Punta Gorda, thousands of you read and
shared the story.
To see the story with the list of locations, visit:
https://bit.ly/2ZlWnHc

PHOTO PROVIDED

Allegiant planes at the Punta Gorda Airport.

You chose before-and-after hurricane photos as this week's #1
Aug 25, 2019

Normally when we look back at the most-read stories of the week, we look at actual stories. But this past
week, you surprised me.
The most-looked “story” was not a story at all — but a whole bunch of photos. And I can see why.
One of our freelance photographers, Jerry Beard, went through our photos of what the area looked like after
Hurricane Charley hit 15 years ago. Then he went back to those same exact locations and tried to take the
same photo from the same angle — even with the same people in it, if they are still around.
The photos were a hit. We published them in the newspaper and also put them online. They may end up
being one of the five most-viewed pieces of all our websites for 2019 when the year is over.
Okay, here is the top 5 list, along with a link to the popular photos.
1 Images of Charley: Then and Now

OK, OK, you know you want to look at these photos, especially since I hyped them up already.
If you lived here then, the photos should bring back some powerful memories. If you weren’t around then,
you will get a good idea of just how much the area had to overcome in order to recover.
Feel free to add your own comments at the bottom of this address: https://bit.ly/2KV6NbF

2 Suspect was kicked out of bikini bar before shooting outside

Stories about local shootings tend to get a lot of pageviews from our readers.
But when you add the phrase “bikini bar” to the headline, the number of people reading the story skyrockets.
This is one of the few cases where the photos got more views than the story itself. The first photo is a mug
shot of the arrested guy, and the second photo is an outdoor shot of where the shooting occurred. But you
can’t see the second photo until you click on the first.
So thousands of you clicked on the first photo to see, I don’t know, a bikini? I will never know.
The story itself is about a rather scary incident. Imagine it’s late at night and some guy is yelling at a woman
in a parking lot. You, trying to be the good guy, get out of your car.
Bam! The bad guy pulls out a gun and shoots at you many times, hitting you. No warning. Just shoots you.
To read this story, which does not feature any photos of a bikini, visit: https://bit.ly/2MsyBYp
3 Swim warning at Blind Pass

OK, we get it. You all love the area beaches. It doesn’t matter where they are — Englewood, Venice,
wherever in this area.
When we post a story about any local beach getting a health warning, residents tend to read the story, then
share it with friends, both here and up North.
Most of the health warnings come after heavy rains when water has washed animal feces from area streets
and yards to the Gulf. If the level of bacteria from the feces gets too high, a health warning is issued. This
has nothing to do with red tide, which is something else entirely — and has seemed to avoid us this year,
thank goodness.
To read the story about the swim warning that was at Blind Pass, visit: https://bit.ly/2NpcvFN

4 North Port woman, 21, may get shorter sentence for DUI manslaughter

This story is full of twists and turns — so I can see why this made it into the Top Five.
Here is the basic issue — can somebody who committed a crime at age 18 be treated as a youthful offender?
Kelsi Lanier, now 21, was 18 when she crashed her car into another vehicle stopped at the traffic light at the
intersection of U.S. 41 and Easy Street in Charlotte Harbor.
The force of the impact made the second car rear-end a third car in front of it. Lanier’s front seat passenger,
Ashlyn Eaton, 19, of North Port, died in the crash.
All the occupants of Lanier’s vehicle tested positive for amphetamine, benzodiazepine, cannabinoid, cocaine
metabolite, and opiates, according to the report.
So should Lanier be charged as a youthful offender, something that generally comes with less harsh
discipline? To see the reasoning and thinking about this, read the story at: https://bit.ly/2L49zvk
5 Allegiant adds 5 new routes from Punta Gorda

Isn’t is cool that we have a local airport where you can fly to a bunch of locations in the United States for a
very low fare?
To answer my own question: Yes, yes it is.
I suspect most of you think the same way because when our story went online of the new locations that
Allegiant would be serving from Punta Gorda, thousands of you read and shared the story.
To see the story with the list of locations, visit: https://bit.ly/2ZlWnHc

WMU space will be shared, jobs preserved
By LIZ HARDAWAY Staff Writer | Aug 29, 2019
PUNTA GORDA — At Thursday’s
special meeting, Airport
Authority board members
decided the final fate of hangar
115 and its office building, which
formerly housed a Western
Michigan University flight
school.
The space will have two tenants.
AeroGuard will have a one-year lease to immediately establish a flight training center at the airport,
taking on current students and hiring current WMU employees, according to WMU employee Debbie
Ederer.
Charlotte County School Board will also have a lease for 10 years, three of those to establish an Aviation
Airframe and Powerplant Mechanics certification course.
The Airport Authority’s attorney, Darol Carr, presented this compromise Thursday, in which the two
entities will have concurrent leases on the space. The board voted unanimously for lease negotiations. The
board will vote on the lease agreement Sept. 19.
“This is good for the airport, the students and the county overall,” said Airport Authority chair Pam Seay.
“I can foresee them to work together (in the future.)”
“I’m excited and ready to get started,” said school board member Cara Reynolds. “We’re offering a lowcost program that will lead to good-paying jobs. It’s good for the entire community.”
In December, Charlotte Technical College received a $1.7 million grant from the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity to establish this program at the airport.

Western Michigan University announced its departure Feb. 12, after just two years and $2 million spent in
building improvements, equipment and training to support its aviation flight training degree.
The school officially closes its doors Saturday.
Since then, the Charlotte County Airport Authority has been determining how to fill the space, and
received bids from both the Charlotte County School Board and AeroGuard in May for the space. Two
other entities, CAE and APG Avionics, also submitted letters of interest in June.
The board asked interested parties at their June meeting to fill out requests for proposals to get more
details on each option.
Three of the four original interested parties, Charlotte County School Board, AeroGuard and APG
Avionics, ended up submitting their RFPs. The board tentatively planned to approve a lease in August, but
decided at the meeting to table the issue and have their legal team meet with interested parties to pursue
mutual use of the facility.
They then planned Thursday’s special meeting to discuss the issue further, where the board decided to
negotiate the leases.
“We look forward to our new partnership with the airport,” said Charlotte County Public Schools
spokesperson Mike Riley.
The school board has made contact with the FAA and are scheduling a meeting to get additional
information on the process to get approved. “The program will begin as soon as possible but it is
contingent on FAA Certification,” Riley said.
The Charlotte County Airport Authority’s next monthly meeting with a budget hearing is Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.
The meeting will be in the board room at 7375 Utilities Road, Building 313 in Punta Gorda.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@yoursun.com

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/wmu-space-will-be-shared-jobs-preserved/article_bb4dfeb0-ca6911e9-b306-93442eb7a1b4.html
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An agreement has landed
WMU space will
be shared, jobs
preserved
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — At
Thursday’s special meeting,
Airport Authority board
members decided the ﬁnal fate
of hangar 115 and its office
building, which formerly
housed a Western Michigan
University ﬂight school.
The space will have two
tenants. AeroGuard will have a
one-year lease to immediately
establish a ﬂight training
center at the airport, taking
on current students and hiring
current WMU employees,
according to WMU employee

Debbie Ederer.
Charlotte County School
Board will also have a lease
for 10 years, three of those to
establish an Aviation Airframe
and Powerplant Mechanics
certiﬁcation course.
The Airport Authority’s
attorney, Darol Carr, presented
this compromise Thursday,
in which the two entities will
have concurrent leases on the
space. The board voted unanimously for lease negotiations.
The board will vote on the
lease agreement Sept. 19.
“This is good for the airport, the students and the
county overall,” said Airport
Authority chair Pam Seay.
“I can foresee them to work
together (in the future.)”
“I’m excited and ready to
get started,” said school board
member Cara Reynolds. “We’re
offering a low-cost program

that will lead to good-paying
jobs. It’s good for the entire
community.”
In December, Charlotte
Technical College received
a $1.7 million grant from
the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity to
establish this program at the
airport.
Western Michigan University
announced its departure
Feb. 12, after just two years and
$2 million spent in building
improvements, equipment and
training to support its aviation
ﬂight training degree.
The school officially closes
its doors Saturday.
Since then, the Charlotte
County Airport Authority
has been determining how
to ﬁll the space, and received
bids from both the Charlotte
County School Board and
AeroGuard in May for the

space. Two other entities,
CAE and APG Avionics, also
submitted letters of interest in
June.
The board asked interested
parties at their June meeting
to ﬁll out requests for proposals to get more details on each
option.
Three of the four original
interested parties, Charlotte
County School Board,
AeroGuard and APG Avionics,
ended up submitting their
RFPs. The board tentatively
planned to approve a lease
in August, but decided at the
meeting to table the issue and
have their legal team meet
with interested parties to pursue mutual use of the facility.
They then planned
Thursday’s special meeting
to discuss the issue further,
where the board decided to
negotiate the leases.

“We look forward to our new
partnership with the airport,”
said Charlotte County Public
Schools spokesperson Mike
Riley.
The school board has made
contact with the FAA and are
scheduling a meeting to get
additional information on the
process to get approved. “The
program will begin as soon as
possible but it is contingent on
FAA Certiﬁcation,” Riley said.
The Charlotte County
Airport Authority’s next
monthly meeting with a budget
hearing is Sept. 19 at 9 a.m.
The meeting will be in the
board room at 7375 Utilities
Road, Building 313 in Punta
Gorda.
Email: Liz.Hardaway@
yoursun.com
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Emanne Beasha, 10, waves
to crowds on the screen at
CoolToday Park Tuesday.

‘It was
exciting’
Emanne reflects on
AGT success so far
By ALEXANDRA HERRERA
STAFF WRITER
SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

NORTH PORT — Emanne
Beasha is one of seven who
will be on the semiﬁnals of
“America’s Got Talent.”
Emanne, 10, has been a judge
favorite since her journey
began in late June and she
received the Golden Buzzer on
Aug. 6 that secured her place in
the live shows.
Her grandmother, Dianne
Ruffel, is thrilled about
Emanne’s success so far on the
popular NBC show.
Ruffel who is currently in
Pasadena, said she was in awe
of being in the Dolby Theater
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
She said it was a relief to see
Emanne go through early on
in the show. Emanne was the
second act to be named to the
semiﬁnals Wednesday night.
She added that people sitting
around her were cheering for
Emanne, saying her name as
they went to announce who was
moving through.
Emanne has been a judge
favorite through the competition, with judge Howie Mandel
calling her the Mona Lisa of
talent.
For Emanne she’s happy for
the next part and is excited to
move on.
“It was exciting,” Emanne
said.
She added she doesn’t know
yet what song she is doing next,
but she’s looking forward to
resting.
Her mother, Megan, added
it’s been going well and they’re
going to enjoy California.
“I thought the last song was
great and I thought the judges
were great,” Megan said.
Closer to home friends, family and neighbors celebrated
Emanne at CoolToday Park in
the West Villages with a watch
party.
“I talked to my brother who
said it was surreal,” Ruffel said.
Emanne will be on
“America’s Got Talent” at
8 p.m. on Sept. 10 for the
semiﬁnals, with results airing
on Sept. 11.

U.S. Rep. Greg Steube meets with a constituent Thursday afternoon at his office’s meet and greet.

Did you meet your congressman?
More than 100 people voice comments, concerns to U.S. Rep. Greg Steube
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PUNTA GORDA — Though
Washington, D.C. seems far,
one representative wants you
to know he’s here to help you.
U.S. Rep. Greg Steube
(R-District 17) hosted a meetand-greet Thursday afternoon,

where more than 100 people
lined up to shake his hand
and voice their comments and
concerns regarding veterans,
Social Security, immigration,
gun control and Medicare.
“We’re here to serve them,”
Steube told the Sun on
Thursday, telling constituents
that his four Florida offices,

and D.C. office, are here to
help them.
Though he is supposed to
head back to D.C. next week,
if his district is affected
by Hurricane Dorian, “we
probably won’t go back,” he
said.
“We’ll bring our D.C. staff
back to the district to make

sure all their offices are
up and running to assist
constituents in any federal
issues, such as FEMA claims
or veteran beneﬁts,” he said.
Steube has been involved
in legislation “supporting
the second amendment” and
SEE STEUBE, 4C

Nurses thank vet for help with unruly patient
just shaken up a bit.”
Bill said hospital security
took over the incident and he
ENGLEWOOD — A disabled went back to his bed.
veteran was deemed a hero
The next day, Bill’s sister
after he helped tackle a man
April was visiting, and she
allegedly trying to harm a
watched in awe as 10 nurses,
nurse.
some with ﬂowers, stopped by
After undergoing a ﬁve-hour his hospital room to thank Bill
operation to save his right
for his help.
leg, 64-year-old Bill Tracy
“My big brother is a hero,”
was recovering last week
April Tracy wrote on her
at Englewood Community
Facebook page after posting a
Hospital when he heard a
photo of Bill with a nurse.
nurse screaming.
“He is a great guy,” she
“I was on bed rest and
told the Sun in a telephone
attached to an IV and have
interview.
two stents, but heard a ruckus
Bill, who wrote a book
going on near my room, I
called “The Talking Part is
got up and went toward the
Over,” says he doesn’t feel
nurse who was screaming,”
like a hero but was just in the
said Tracy, a retired Army
right place at the right time.
Paratrooper with the 82nd
“I used to go to the VA
Airborne.
Hospital for treatment, but
“It looked like this man
this time I was at Englewood
was coming off of some kind
Hospital,” he said. “I told my
of drugs. I came up behind
sister I’m not a hero, but joked
him. I didn’t know he hit her.
that this could only happen
I helped pin him down until
to me. I told my son who just
Tess (the nurse) could call the got out of the Air Force two
head nurse Cindy and security weeks ago what happened at
came too. Tess wasn’t hurt,
the hospital. He thought it was
By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH
STAFF WRITER

hysterical.”
The longtime Englewood
resident said he’s grateful to
the nurses. He said veterans
today are treated differently
than when he was in the
military.
“I was once denied a meal at
the Logan Airport Restaurant
in 1978 while wearing my
uniform,” he said. “At
Christmas, my son came to
visit from the Air Force. We
were at the Country Hound (in
Englewood) eating breakfast.
He was in uniform. It was like
sitting with Frank Sinatra.
Someone bought not just my
son’s meal, but my meal. It
was really nice.”
Kelly McCoubrey, one of
Bill’s friends, thanked him for
helping at the hospital.
“(You are) Deﬁnitely a
hero,” she wrote on Facebook.
“Many of my colleagues get
assaulted on the job. It’s downright scary sometimes.”
Email: elaine.allen@yoursun.
com

PHOTO PROVIDED

Bill Tracy smiles recently
with Englewood Community
Hospital nurse Angie Bonakoske. Tracy received flowers
and thank yous from nurses
after he helped restrain a
confrontational patient at the
hospital.
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Dorian grows to Cat 4 storm

AP PHOTO

This GOES-16 satellite image taken Friday shows Hurricane Dorian, right, moving over open waters in the Atlantic Ocean. Forecasters are now saying Dorian could
be a Category 4 with winds of nearly 140 mph when it is forecasted to hit Florida. It’s also imperiling the Bahamas, where the storm is expected to hit by Sunday.

‘Extremely dangerous’
hurricane powering
toward Florida,
still gaining strength
By ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON AND ELLIS RUA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI — Hurricane Dorian powered
toward Florida with increasing fury
Friday, becoming an “extremely
dangerous” Category 4 storm but leaving
forecasters uncertain whether it would
make a direct hit on the state’s east coast
or inﬂict a glancing blow.
The storm’s winds rose to 130 mph and
then, hours later, to a howling 140 mph
as Dorian gained strength while crossing
warm Atlantic waters. The hurricane
could wallop the state with even higher
winds and torrential rains late Monday
or early Tuesday, with millions of people
in the crosshairs, along with Walt Disney
World and President Donald Trump’s
Mar-a-Lago resort.
Though Dorian is growing in intensity,
some of the more reliable computer
models predicted a late turn northward
that would have Dorian hug the coast, the
National Hurricane Center said.
“There is hope,” Weather Underground
meteorology director Jeff Masters said.
The faint hope came on a day in which
Dorian seemed to get scarier with each
forecast update, growing from a dangerous

What you need to know this weekend

ONLINE
Take a poll about Dorian, and
share your weather photos
with us at yoursun.com.

Website
paywall down
The paywall for all
Sun Newspapers
products,
including
newspapers and
magazines, has been taken
down. All websites can be
accessed for free as we
watch Hurricane Dorian.

STAFF REPORT

Emergency officials across Southwest
Florida met Friday in advance of
Hurricane Dorian.
Charlotte and Sarasota commissioners
passed local state-of-emergency
declarations Friday morning. This does
not mean Dorian is coming here. This
allows local governments to operate
emergency management procedures and
obtain funding if necessary. It is usually
the ﬁrst formal step taken when gearing
up for a tropical system that may have
some kind of impact to a community.
Here’s what you need to know as
Hurricane Dorian churns toward the East
Coast of Florida.

Not yet, but officials will open them if
needed.
WHERE CAN I GET SAND BAGS?

WILL ALLEGIANT FLIGHTS BE AFFECTED?

Punta Gorda residents: Hounds on
Henry Dog Park, 1098 W. Virginia Ave. The
city will provide 10 bags per resident, who
is responsible for ﬁlling the bags.
Unincorporated Charlotte County: Home
improvement or landscaping stores (the
county does not provide sand bags)
In South Sarasota County: Up to 10 bags

Yes. Anyone taking a ﬂight in the
next few days should check with your
airlines. Allegiant passengers can check
allegiantair.com for the most updated ﬂight
information.
Scheduled service to and from the

No, but officials in both counties are
meeting throughout the weekend.

No statewide evacuation
Gov. Ron DeSantis says he
won’t be issuing any blanket
calls for Floridians to leave
the state.
See page 8A
Distillery raises spirits by
offering free water
See page 1C

SEE DORIAN, 8A

WHAT HAS BEEN CANCELED OR CLOSED?
• Pioneer Days events in Englewood have
been postponed.
• Sunday’s Play in Park Day at CoolToday
Park in West Villages. The Tomahawk Tiki
Bar will remain open until further notice.
• All Charlotte County parks, pools,
recreation centers
• All Charlotte and Sarasota county
libraries
• Reservations for outdoor and indoor
parks facilities in Sarasota County.

HAVE THEY STARTED EVACUATIONS LOCALLY?

INSIDE

per household is available while supplies
last at the South County Fleet Facility,
4571 State Road 776/Englewood Road,
Venice, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. today and
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.
North Port residents: The city of North
Port is giving away sandbags from noon
until 5 p.m. today at City Center Boulevard,
behind the George Mullen Activity Center.
There is a limit of ﬁve sandbags per
vehicle. Residents must show a driver’s
license with proof of current address
within the city limits.

ARE ANY SHELTERS OPEN?

SEE NEED TO KNOW, 8A

Blake Bivens: ‘My life as I knew it is destroyed’
public statement since the
slayings. “The pain my family
and I feel is unbearable and
cannot be put into words. I shake
and tremble at the thought of
our future without them.”
Bivens ﬂew from a road
KEELING, Va. (AP) — Tampa
trip back to southern Virginia
Bay Rays minor leaguer Blake
when he learned of Tuesday’s
Bivens said his “heart was
tragedy. He was accompanied
turned to ash” when his wife,
1-year-old son and mother-in-law by Montgomery Biscuits
manager Morgan Ensberg.
were slain this week.
“It was awful,” Ensberg said.
“My life as I knew it is
“Blake is an incredibly strong
destroyed,” the 24-year-old
man. He’s an incredibly strong
pitcher wrote Thursday night
man, and he went through just
in an Instagram post, his ﬁrst

a rotation of tearing up, and
then he would shake and then
he would just stare.
The 18-year-old brother of
Bivens’ wife has been charged
with ﬁrst-degree murder in the
slayings, which have shocked
his coaches, teammates and the
community where his family
lived.
Bivens posted a series of
photos of his wife Emily,
14-month-old son Cullen and
mother-in-law Joan Bernard.

TODAY’S WEATHER

LOCAL
Obituaries 5C
Opinion 7C
Police Beat 2C
Calendar 6C

Baseball player’s
family killed in triple
homicide in Virginia

High 90, Low 76
Thunderstorm possible;
40% chance of rain
SEE PAGE 2C

INSIDE
TODAY
Bible verse 2A
Stocks 7A

SPORTS
Lottery 2B
Sports on TV 2B

SEE BIVENS, 8A

DAILY BREAK
Comics and
Puzzles 4-7D
Dear Abby 7D
Heloise 6D
Horoscopes 5D

FACEBOOK PHOTO

Blake Bivens and his son Cullen.

2016 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

Charlie on SPAM:
Lovely Spam!
Wonderful Spam!
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The call center inside the Charlotte County Emergency Operations Center is manned by volunteers from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Ahead of Hurricane Dorian, some Port Charlotte gas stations
ran out of fuel Friday, such as this Shell on Kings Highway.

NEED TO KNOW: How to be prepared for Hurricane Dorian
FROM PAGE 1A
Punta Gorda Airport may be
disrupted beginning today as
Allegiant ﬂights could be affected at the following airports:
Fort-Lauderdale Hollywood,
Jacksonville, Orlando Sanford,
Sarasota-Bradenton, St. PeteClearwater and San Juan in
Puerto Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two easy ways to
contact customer service to
change Dorian-affected ﬂights
at no charge: call 702-505-8888
or email hurricane.help@
allegiantair.com. “This email
is speciﬁcally for those Florida
passengers who want to make a
change to their existing reservation. When emailing, they
should include their name, itinerary number, phone number
and instructions on the change
they want to make,” stated
Hilarie Grey, spokesperson for
Allegiant Travel Company.
HOW ABOUT THE REST OF
OPERATIONS AT THE PUNTA GORDA
AIRPORT?
Aircraft will be grounded and
tower operations will stop if
winds reach sustained speeds
of 50 mph or more.
Punta Gorda Airport staff
is securing gust locks on
T-hangars and will have emergency staff at the airport monitoring the storm status. The
gates to the air-side hangars
will be manually secured with
chain locks if winds approach
40 mph.
“We’re battening down the
hatches,” said airport spokesperson Kaley Miller.
The self-serve fuel station
will remain operational until it
becomes unsafe. Access to the

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

In anticipation of Hurricane Dorian, Rob Cook (left) of Port Charlotte, loads plywood into his car,
assisted by Lowe’s employee Mickey Jasperson, at Lowe’s Home Improvement in Port Charlotte
Friday.
right now due to Dorian) and
meteorologists, enroll in your
local government’s emergency
notiﬁcation system. You will
WILL THERE BE SCHOOL ON
receive instant notiﬁcations
TUESDAY (LABOR DAY IS MONDAY)? as to evacuations, water boil
notices and other emergency
Sarasota County Schools: To
information speciﬁc to your
be decided this weekend.
Charlotte County Schools: To home address.
Charlotte County Emergency
be decided this weekend.
DeSoto County Schools: To be Alert program: www.
alertcharlotte.com
decided Monday unless somePunta Gorda CodeRED
thing signiﬁcant changes over
Notiﬁcation System: bit.ly/
the weekend.
PGCodeRED
Florida SouthWestern State
DeSoto County Emergency
College and Florida Gulf Coast
Alert
Program: bit.ly/
University: Closed
DeSotoAlerts
Sarasota County CodeRED
HOW CAN I STAY INFORMED
Notiﬁcation
System: bit.ly/
ON DORIAN?
SarasotaCodeRED
In addition to staying
North Port CodeRed
informed by the National
Notiﬁcation System: bit.ly/
Hurricane Center, local news
NorthPortCodeRED
outlets (yoursun.com is free
hangars after the storm may
not be available if there are
power outages.

Dorian offshore or well inland.
Trump declared a state of
emergency
in Florida and auFROM PAGE 1A
thorized the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to coordiCategory 3 hurricane to an
nate disaster-relief efforts. He
even more menacing Category
4 storm. And there were fears it told reporters that “Mar-a-Lago
could prove to be the most pow- can handle itself” and is more
worried about Florida.
erful hurricane to hit Florida’s
As Dorian closed in, it
east coast in nearly 30 years.
upended people’s Labor Day
Late Friday, the National
weekend plans. Major airlines
Hurricane Center’s projected
began allowing travelers to
new track showed Dorian
change reservations without a
hitting near Fort Pierce, then
fee. Cruise lines began reroutrunning along the coastline as
it moved north. But forecasters ing ships.
Still, with Dorian days away
cautioned that the storm’s track
and its track uncertain, Disney
was still highly uncertain and
even a small deviation could put and other major resorts held off

DORIAN

“I can’t breathe without
you here” and “I ﬁnally
understood what love was
FROM PAGE 1A
when you were born and I
“Emily, my sweetheart, would have done anything
for you.”
you are the best wife and
Court documents
mother this world has
ever seen,” he wrote. “You released Thursday
revealed new details
made me into the man I
in the slayings but did
am today and you loved
not explain what could
me with all of my ﬂaws.
You brought our precious have driven 18-year-old
Matthew Bernard to
baby boy into this world
allegedly kill his sister,
and made our family
nephew and mother.
complete. Your love
In Montgomery, the
and kindness changed
countless lives, including Biscuits — a Double-A
affiliate of the Tampa Bay
mine.”
Of Cullen, Bivens wrote Rays — painted “BIV”

BIVENS

announcing any closings, and
Florida authorities ordered no
immediate mass evacuations.
Homeowners and businesses
rushed to cover their windows
with plywood. Supermarkets
ran out of bottled water,
and long lines formed at gas
stations, with fuel shortages
reported in places. The governor said the Florida Highway
Patrol would begin escorting
fuel trucks to help them get past
the lines of waiting motorists
and replenish gas stations.
As of 11 p.m. EDT, Dorian
was centered about 375 miles
east of the northwestern
Bahamas. That was also about

on the ground behind
home plate before a game
against Pensacola. They
were to hold a moment of
silence before the game,
with another planned
before the Rays’ home
game Friday against the
Cleveland Indians.
Montgomery pitching
coach R.C. Lichtenstein
remembers pregame
moments when Bivens
would walk over to see his
wife and hold Cullen.
Biscuits pitcher Ryan
Thompson said Bivens’
family was on his mind
“all the time.”

LIVESTOCK SHELTER OPTION
AVAILABLE
Mosaic Arena, 2450 NE Roan,
in DeSoto County has some
space available for livestock.
Call 863-494-2014 for more
information.
CONTRACTORS ON NOTICE
Charlotte County alerted
its 4,000-contractor database
earlier in the week to remind
them to secure the 600-some
construction sites. If you see an
unsecured site, call the contractor listed on the posted permit.
Staff writers Brianna Kwasnik,
Liz Hardaway, Tom Harmening,
Victoria Villanueva-Marquez,
Elaine Allen-Emrich, Daniel
Sutphin and Craig Garrett
contributed to this report.

545 miles east of West Palm
Beach with the storm packing
sustained winds of 140 mph.
It was moving west-northwest
at 10 mph. Forecasters warned
that its slow movement could
subject Florida to a prolonged
and destructive pummeling
from wind, storm surge and
heavy rain.
Coastal areas could get 6 to 12
inches of rain, with 18 inches
in some places, triggering
life-threatening ﬂash ﬂoods, the
hurricane center said. FEMA
official Jeff Byard said Dorian is
likely to “create a lot of havoc”
for roads, power and other
infrastructure.

“His family was
everything to him,” said
an emotional Thompson,
who described Bivens
as a close friend with
a “hilarious” sense of
humor.
According to the
complaint ﬁled against
Bernard, the teenager’s
rampage began Tuesday
morning at a neighbor’s
house. Bernard punched
the neighbor in the arm
and then ran away, police
said.
The neighbor then
heard gunshots at the
house next door, police

WE MOVED!

GROVE CITY HAIRSHOP for MEN
k
One Bloc
a
z
la
P
w
Willo
San Casa
South of

941-681-1298

No Appointment Necessary

Hours
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri.: 9-5
Wed. & Sat.: 10-2

3031 Placida Rd, #7- Grove City

adno=3704528-1

Owner: Christine Landino

said. The neighbor drove
to the house and found
a woman’s body in the
driveway. Inside, she
found the other two
bodies.
Officers found two
victims with gunshot
wounds to the head and
riﬂe shell casings near all
three bodies.
A riﬂe was found
in a wooded area
behind the house and a
sledgehammer with blood
was found in the garage,
the court documents said.
The criminal complaint
did not offer any motive
for the killings, and
authorities have declined
to comment.
After the bodies were
discovered, a manhunt
brought as many as 100
officers to Keeling, a tiny
community near the
North Carolina border.
Bernard emerged
naked from the woods
about four hours later,
running past TV cameras
to a church parking lot,
where he was recorded
trying to choke a church
caretaker.
An officer used pepper
spray and struck Bernard
with a baton before he was
captured, officials said.

FACEBOOK PHOTO

Emily and Cullen Bivens
Bernard banged his
head against the cage in a
police vehicle after being
taken into custody and
was taken to a hospital
for treatment, police
said. He was released
and was in jail Thursday,
where he was being held
without bail and kept
on suicide watch, police
said.

Dorian: What you need to know this weekend
Staff Report | Aug 30, 2019

Staff Report
Emergency officials across Southwest Florida met
Friday in advance of Hurricane Dorian.
Charlotte and Sarasota commissioners passed
local state-of-emergency declarations Friday
morning. This does not mean Dorian is coming
here. This allows local governments to operate
emergency management procedures and obtain funding if necessary. It is usually the first formal step
taken when gearing up for a tropical system that may have some kind of impact to a community.
Here’s what you need to know as Hurricane Dorian churns toward the East Coast of Florida.
Have they started evacuations locally?
No, but officials in both counties are meeting throughout the weekend.
Are any shelters open?
Not yet, but officials will open them if needed.
Where can I get sand bags?
Punta Gorda residents: Hounds on Henry Dog Park, 1098 W. Virginia Ave. The city will provide 10 bags
per resident, who is responsible for filling the bags.
Unincorporated Charlotte County: Home improvement or landscaping stores (the county does not
provide sand bags)

In South Sarasota County: Up to 10 bags per household is available while supplies last at the South
County Fleet Facility, 4571 State Road 776/Englewood Road, Venice, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. today and
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.
North Port residents: The city of North Port is giving away sandbags from noon until 5 p.m. today at City
Center Boulevard, behind the George Mullen Activity Center. There is a limit of five sandbags per vehicle.
Residents must show a driver’s license with proof of current address within the city limits.
What has been canceled or closed?
• Pioneer Days events in Englewood have been postponed.
• Sunday’s Play in Park Day at CoolToday Park in West Villages. The Tomahawk Tiki Bar will remain open
until further notice.
• All Charlotte County parks, pools, recreation centers
• All Charlotte and Sarasota county libraries
• Reservations for outdoor and indoor parks facilities in Sarasota County.
Will Allegiant flights be affected?
Yes. Anyone taking a flight in the next few days should check with your airlines. Allegiant passengers can
check allegiantair.com for the most updated flight information.
Scheduled service to and from the Punta Gorda Airport may be disrupted beginning today as Allegiant
flights could be affected at the following airports: Fort-Lauderdale Hollywood, Jacksonville, Orlando
Sanford, Sarasota-Bradenton, St. Pete-Clearwater and San Juan in Puerto Rico.
Allegiant is offering passengers two easy ways to contact customer service to change Dorian-affected
flights at no charge: call 702-505-8888 or email hurricane.help@allegiantair.com. “This email is
specifically for those Florida passengers who want to make a change to their existing reservation. When
emailing, they should include their name, itinerary number, phone number and instructions on the
change they want to make,” stated Hilarie Grey, spokesperson for Allegiant Travel Company.
How about the rest of operations at the Punta Gorda Airport?

Aircraft will be grounded and tower operations will stop if winds reach sustained speeds of 50 mph or
more.
Punta Gorda Airport staff is securing gust locks on T-hangars and will have emergency staff at the airport
monitoring the storm status. The gates to the air-side hangars will be manually secured with chain locks if
winds approach 40 mph.
“We’re battening down the hatches,” said airport spokesperson Kaley Miller.
The self-serve fuel station will remain operational until it becomes unsafe. Access to the hangars after the
storm may not be available if there are power outages.
Will there be school on Tuesday (Labor Day is Monday)?
Sarasota County Schools: To be decided this weekend.
Charlotte County Schools: To be decided this weekend.
DeSoto County Schools: To be decided Monday unless something significant changes over the weekend.
Florida SouthWestern State College and Florida Gulf Coast University: Closed
How can I stay informed on Dorian?
In addition to staying informed by the National Hurricane Center, local news outlets (yoursun.com is free
right now due to Dorian) and meteorologists, enroll in your local government’s emergency notification
system. You will receive instant notifications as to evacuations, water boil notices and other emergency
information specific to your home address.
Charlotte County Emergency Alert program: www.alertcharlotte.com
Punta Gorda CodeRED Notification System: bit.ly/PGCodeRED
DeSoto County Emergency Alert Program: bit.ly/DeSotoAlerts
Sarasota County CodeRED Notification System: bit.ly/SarasotaCodeRED

North Port CodeRed Notification System: bit.ly/NorthPortCodeRED
Livestock shelter option available
Mosaic Arena, 2450 NE Roan, in DeSoto County has some space available for livestock. Call 863-4942014 for more information.
Contractors on notice
Charlotte County alerted its 4,000-contractor database earlier in the week to remind them to secure the
600-some construction sites. If you see an unsecured site, call the contractor listed on the posted permit.
Staff writers Brianna Kwasnik, Liz Hardaway, Tom Harmening, Victoria Villanueva-Marquez, Elaine
Allen-Emrich, Daniel Sutphin and Craig Garrett contributed to this report.

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/dorian-what-you-need-to-know-this-weekend/article_b527a51acb43-11e9-8724-97f3636a9721.html

T.F. Green Airport loses destinations: You can’t get there from here — anymore
By Patrick Anderson, Journal Staff Writer
Posted Aug 31, 2019 at 3:08 PM Updated Aug 31, 2019 at 10:22 PM

Only 4 of the 17 new routes that airlines launched in 2017 and 2018 will still be running after this month.
Auf Wiedersehen, Frankfurt. Au revoir, Guadeloupe. Buh-bye, Block Island.
Many of the heralded new nonstop flights that landed at T.F. Green Airport over the last few years have quietly
departed.
For a time last year, you could fly direct from Providence to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Miami and Pittsburgh,
three of 23 T.F. Green routes that airlines added between 2014 and last year. After Norwegian makes its last
scheduled flight to Dublin this month, just five of those non-stops will remain.
Whether those numbers represent progress is open to interpretation.
The churn of airlines adding and subtracting flights is constant at every commercial airport. And even with the loss
of some of the newer destinations this year, the airport is still busier than it was in 2014, when the number of flights
dipped to the lowest point since the terminal opened in 1996.
But a wave of airport hoopla that crested earlier this year, when Gov. Gina Raimondo touted it in a second
consecutive State of the State speech — “T.F. Green is thriving” — has clashed with the recent news of airline
pullouts and the abandonment of planned service to the Dominican Republic before it ever took off.
In an effort to put the recent loss of flights in perspective, the Journal analyzed the last five years of T.F. Green
flight numbers from the Rhode Island Airport Corporation, the state agency that runs Green and five smaller stateowned airports.
They show a spike in new routes starting in 2017 — the first year under new CEO Iftikhar Ahmad — coming mostly
from ultra-low-cost airlines, such as Frontier and Allegiant, starting up Providence service. Green added 17 new
non-stops in 2017 and 2018, compared with six between 2014 and 2016 (seven if you count two different airports on
Cape Verde).
On the other hand, incumbent airlines, including long-time leading carrier Southwest, continued a long-term trend of
cutting back seats out of Green over those same years.
As a result, while the number of T.F. Green destinations more than doubled, from 14 at the end of 2014 to 29 last
year, the number of weekly departures has been flat. There were 441 weekly departures in July 2014 and 440 in July
2018, according to airport corporation figures.
Meanwhile, only four of the 17 new T.F. Green routes that airlines tested in 2017 and 2018 — Cincinnati; Denver;
Punta Gorda, Florida; and Raleigh-Durham in North Carolina — will make it through this month.
What happened? The grounding of Boeing’s 737-MAX planes after two fatal crashes has played a part in ending
some flights — particularly with Norwegian and Southwest. And T.F. Green officials say fare wars at Boston’s
Logan International Airport haven’t helped.

“On-going issues with 737 Max are affecting the availability of aircraft to support routes that are creating seasonal
activity performance issues,” airport corporation spokesman Bill Fischer wrote in an email Friday. “Competition
between Jet Blue and Delta in Boston [is] leading to lower fare rates and extra capacity that is resulting in pressure
on airlines operating at PVD,” the three-letter code by which Green is known.
Airlines at Green added nine new destinations this year.
Nationally, average airfares have declined in recent years, and, with the arrival of no-frills airlines, Green’s have
fallen farther than most.
The average fare at Green dropped from around $370 at the start of 2016 to $332 in the first three months of this
year, according to U.S. Department of Transportation statistics. Over the same period, the average national airfare
fell from $380 to $352.
Fischer said the airport does not see any link between increased competition at Green and some carriers reducing
flights there.
Over the longer term, passenger numbers at the airport began a steady decline from a record 5.7 million in 2005 to a
low of 3.6 million in 2015. Last year, 4.3 million passengers flew to or from the airport, but traffic was down 9.6%
in the first half of this year.
Part of the push to bring new flights to T.F. Green has involved the use of financial incentives, common in the
airport industry, to get airlines to try out new routes. Rhode Island gave Norwegian $1.7 million and Frontier
$300,000 to market their new routes.
And the airport typically waives landing fees on new routes for the first two years, the maximum allowed by the
federal government.
When Norwegian announced it was ending the last of the eight routes it launched in 2017, at least one lawmaker
called for an inquiry.
“It is evident that T.F. Green is experiencing several problems. I hope that a review of management performance
will help lead to reforms and improved outcomes,” Sen. Sam Bell, D-Providence, said in a news release.
Fischer responded with a quote from ratings agency Standard & Poor’s, which said the airport corporation had “very
strong management and governance, with a good track record of operating the major lines of business and managing
risk,” when the agency upgraded the airport corporation’s bond rating at the end of last year.
Lawmakers did not provide any new funding to replenish the Air Service Development Fund in the annual budget
they approved earlier this summer.

T.F. Green new destinations 2014-2018
Still flying
Cincinnati
Denver
Fort Myers, Fla.
Punta Gorda, Fla.
Raleigh-Durham, N.C.
Gone
Austin, Texas
Azores
Belfast, Northern Ireland
Bergen, Norway
Block Island

Cape Verde
Clearwater, Fla.
Cleveland
Cork, Ireland
Dublin
Edinburgh, Scotland
Frankfurt, Germany
Guadeloupe
Martinique
Miami
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Pittsburgh
Shannon, Ireland

T.F. Green new destinations
2019
Las Vegas
Martha’s Vineyard, Mass.
Minneapolis
Nantucket, Mass.
Nashville
New Orleans
Palm Beach, Fla.
Savannah, Ga.
Toronto

https://www.providencejournal.com/news/20190831/tf-green-airport-loses-destinations-you-cant-get-there-from-here---anymore

