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1.0

INTRODUCTION

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is responsible for setting and enforcing Federal Aviation
Regulations (FAR) and policies to ensure commercial aviation safety. FAR 139.337 requires that a
Wildlife Hazard Assessment (WHA) be conducted at certificated airports when any one of the following
incidents occurs:
•
•
•
•

Multiple wildlife strikes occur on an aircraft;
A wildlife strike causes significant damage to an aircraft;
Wildlife is ingested into an aircraft engine; or
If wildlife of sufficient size and/or numbers has access to the airport that could cause one of
those events.

Based on the results and recommendations of a WHA dated September 8, 2014, and accepted by the
FAA in November 2014, the FAA requested a Wildlife Hazard Management Plan (WHMP) be developed
and implemented at the Punta Gorda Airport (PGD). The WHMP will provide management actions and
responsibilities for the Charlotte County Aviation Authority (CCAA) and PGD personnel based on the
findings of the WHA in accordance with FAR 139.337. CCAA will assume responsibility for implementing
the WHMP at PGD. The FAA will ensure that the WHMP is incorporated into the PGD airport
certification manual and implemented in a timely manner.
2.0

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this WHMP is to minimize risk to passengers and flight crews by reducing wildlife hazards
and associated risks to aircraft and airport operations caused by wildlife activities on and in the vicinity
of the airport. The objectives of the WHMP are to:
•
•
•
•
3.0

Target high and moderate risk species and habitats that primarily support them on the airport;
Ensure compliance with all relevant airport operational and environmental legislation and
regulations;
Ensure that adequate systems are in place to define roles, responsibilities and procedures for
managing wildlife risks at PGD; and
Define the methods by which wildlife hazards are managed at PGD.
SITE DESCRIPTION

PGD is a FAR Part 139 certificated airport and currently services one major commercial air carrier,
AllegiantAir. It also serves public, private, and corporate clients with a mixed fleet of helicopters, single
and twin-engine propeller aircraft, corporate jets, and experimental aircraft.
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PGD is located approximately 0.75 miles east of Interstate 75 (I-75) and south of the Peace River in
Charlotte County, Florida. The location of the airport is shown on Figure 1. The airport is surrounded by
mostly low to medium density commercial development, low density residential housing, and
agricultural cattle pasture. Other development features include Edison State College located west of I75, and a local race track on Piper Road that is on property owned by the CCAA and leased to the track
managers. The Peace River is located to the north and Charlotte Harbor and the Gulf of Mexico are
located west of the airport. Some significant natural area features are within the 5-mile separation
distance (Figure 2) prescribed by FAA AC 150/5200-33b for evaluation of hazardous wildlife attractants,
including the Peace River and contiguous mangrove wetlands and the Babcock-Webb Wildlife Area.
Currently, PGD operates three runways at the airfield. The main runway is 4-22 with a total length of
7,193 feet, and 150 feet wide. The other two runways are 15-33 and 9-27, which are 5,688 feet long
and 150 feet wide and 2,636 feet long and 60 feet wide, respectively. The runways are serviced by three
main taxiways; Taxiway A, Taxiway C, and Taxiway D. The Airport also includes a number of stormwater
management ponds, swales and ditches that direct water off the airport property generally northwest
toward the Peace River watershed.
Primary facilities at PGD include the commercial terminal known as the Bailey Terminal, the Air Traffic
Control Tower, FBO terminal, Self-service Aviation Fuel Station at the south end of the airfield, several
aircraft maintenance hangars, Airport Administration, Skyview Café, Charlotte County Mosquito Control,
and a Charlotte County Fire Department Station. There are also a number of General Aviation (GA)
hangar facilities including the “Warbird” and “200 T Hangars” on the southwest side of the airfield, the
“600 T Hangars” on the north side of the airfield, and the “Through the Fence Hangars” on the northeast
side of the airfield.
4.0

DEVELOPMENT OF THE WILDLIFE HAZARD MANAGEMENT PLAN

The management actions provided in this WHMP are based upon the results and recommendations
outlined in the formal WHA for PGD dated September 8, 2014. This WHMP was also developed using
collateral field observations during the WHA process and through verbal communication with PGD staff.
5.0

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

The primary objective of this WHMP is to reduce or eliminate wildlife hazards to civilian aircraft through
a variety of wildlife population management techniques, habitat management, and technical assistance.
5.1

Permitting and Consultation

Prior to implementing any management activities that will impact federally and/or state protected
species or their habitats, PGD will consult with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and/or the
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Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Any management activities that will result in take of
protected species will have appropriate federal and/or state issued depredation permits, which will be
renewed by PGD annually, or as required by the stipulated permit conditions.
5.2

Roles and Responsibilities for WHMP Implementation

A number of entities at PGD are responsible for actions directed under this WHMP. The following
section outlines general and specific responsibilities in implementing effective wildlife hazard
management at PGD.
5.2.1

Airport Manager/Wildlife Coordinator

The Airport Manager has the authority and responsibility to coordinate all of the management activities
in this WHMP. A designee may be assigned as a Wildlife Coordinator to assist with the implementation.
Each department having responsibilities outlined in the WHMP will incorporate them into their
programs. The Airport Manager or his designee will ensure that the WHMP and amendments adhere to
Federal, State, and local laws and regulations. The Airport Manager or his designee will ensure that the
WHMP is approved by the FAA.
The Airport Manager and/or Wildlife Coordinator shall be responsible for the following actions:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor wildlife mitigation activities in accordance with the WHMP;
Monitor existing facilities and tenant concerns for wildlife problems;
Annually review and update the WHMP;
Provide information to other PGD groups responsible for wildlife actions in accordance with this
WHMP;
Provide information to tenants regarding the importance of storing trash and other debris in a
manner that does not attract wildlife, such as in dumpsters or storage containers with closed
lids, and enforce this condition through rental/lease agreements;
Obtain the appropriate wildlife depredation permits;
Obtain appropriate regulatory approvals needed for habitat modifications at PGD;
Ensure wildlife control personnel at PGD are properly trained in the safe handling and utilization
of wildlife dispersal equipment and methods, such as pyrotechnics and firearms;
Ensure the necessary wildlife control supplies are provided to the wildlife control personnel;
Ensure all personnel involved with wildlife control at PGD receive annual awareness training in
accordance with FAR 139.337;
Review all airport improvement projects to ensure that the improvements will not potentially
increase problematic wildlife at the airport;
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5.2.2

PGD Operations

All direct wildlife hazard mitigation activities at PGD will be conducted by Operations staff, as outlined in
this WHMP, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
5.2.3

Conduct a minimum of 2 daily runway sweeps (Section 5.4.1), as well as immediately after
Allegiant Airlines arrival and departures, using the FAR 139 self-inspection checklist;
Haze wildlife from all movement areas as necessary utilizing wildlife dispersal equipment and
methods, such as pyrotechnics and firearms;
Safely store and maintain a log of wildlife dispersal equipment, such as pyrotechnics and
firearms;
Maintain a detailed log of all wildlife strikes and/or wildlife management actions and provide it
to the Wildlife Coordinator on a monthly basis;
Report known wildlife strikes using FAA Form 5200-7 (Appendix A), and encourage pilots to do
the same. Provide these to the Wildlife Coordinator on a monthly basis;
Coordinate with the Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) as necessary to warn pilots of potential
wildlife hazards on or in the vicinity of the airport; and
Address tenant concerns regarding problematic wildlife in existing facilities.
PGD Maintenance

PGD Maintenance will be responsible for supporting the PGD Operations staff in wildlife mitigation
activities, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assist with habitat modifications specified in this WHMP, including vegetation management,
removal of vegetation management debris, and removal of outdoor storage piles;
Maintain grass at recommended heights (Section 5.5.1);
Maintain the equipment used for vegetation management around PGD;
Maintain the fence around the movement area to exclude large mammals, such as deer, wild
hogs, and coyotes;
Maintain ditches and culverts as allowed by regulatory permits to reduce the amount of
standing water at PGD;
Coordinate proposed landscape changes with the Airport Manager/Wildlife Coordinator to
ensure potential wildlife habitat is minimized;
Coordinate with the Airport Manager/Wildlife Coordinator to remove small mammals, birds,
and other wildlife found in or around existing facilities at PGD;
Monitor and eliminate potential entrance points for small mammals, birds, and other wildlife in
hangars and other buildings;
Install and maintain bird exclusion devices in hangars and other airport buildings and structures,
including signs.
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5.2.4

Air Traffic Control Tower

The ATCT will be responsible for assisting PGD Operations in identifying wildlife activity and relaying
information to the appropriate parties. Specifically, ATCT will:
•
•

5.2.5

Immediately report to PGD Operations staff any wildlife activity on or near the airport that is, or
could be, a potential wildlife hazard to aircraft;
Provide notice to pilots about potential wildlife hazards in the vicinity of the airport, as
necessary.
PGD Airport Police/Security

PGD Airport Security and/or trained 139 operations staff will be responsible for providing and/or
coordinating all firearms-related training needed for daily operational wildlife management, and will
safely store all agency-owned weapons used under this WHMP.
5.2.6

Ground Crews and Pilots

Commercial airline personnel, ground crews, and pilots are often the first to detect wildlife strikes and
staff awareness is critical in ensuring wildlife strikes are reported. Non-airport employees should be
encouraged to report known wildlife strikes to PGD Operations.
5.3

Resources

The Airport Manager is responsible for facilitating the acquisition and management of the equipment,
supplies, manpower, and training necessary for implementation of the management actions identified in
this WHMP.
5.4

Operating Procedures

During daily operational periods, wildlife mitigation activities will be scheduled to coincide with periods
of typically high aircraft and wildlife activity. Personnel involved with management activities will identify
areas of wildlife activity during regular airfield checks, and implement management responses in
response to wildlife activity.
5.4.1

Direct Control

Runway sweeps will be conducted every morning and afternoon, to identify and report wildlife strikes.
The FAA states that a wildlife strike has occurred when any one or more of the following occur:

Wildlife Hazard Management Plan
Punta Gorda Airport, Charlotte County
March 10, 2016

Page 7 of 16

1. A pilot reports striking 1 or more birds or other wildlife;
2. Aircraft maintenance personnel identify aircraft damage as having been caused by a wildlife
strike;
3. Personnel on the ground report seeing an aircraft strike 1 or more birds or other wildlife;
4. Bird or other wildlife remains, whether whole or in part, are found within 300 feet of a runway
centerline, unless another reason for the animal’s death is identified; or
5. An animal’s presence on the airport had a significant negative effect on a flight (i.e., aborted
takeoff, aborted landing, high-speed emergency stop, or aircraft leaves pavement area to avoid
collision with an animal).
As appropriate, staff will identify locations where wildlife activity threatens aviation safety and initiate
actions to reduce this risk. The primary methods for reducing wildlife on the AOA are non-lethal, and
focus upon sandhill cranes, white ibis, and cattle egrets, with other species harassed as needed. Hazing
activities will cease immediately prior to aircraft movements, unless there is a direct threat to aircraft
from wildlife.
5.4.2

Data Recording

All direct control activities will be recorded on a standardized form, which includes date, location,
species involved, number involved, actions taken, and response (Appendix B). All wildlife strikes
(including those not reported by flight crews) may be recorded on a separate wildlife strike incident
report (Appendix C), which mirrors FAA Form 5200-7, and will subsequently be entered into the FAA
wildlife strike database (either online or via paper FAA Form 5200-7). Information compiled in these
documents will be used in completing annual reporting requirements.
5.5

Habitat Management

PGD has diverse vegetation types within the AOA, some of which are highly attractive to various wildlife
species. The most effective technique for reducing the attractiveness of these areas is to remove all
trees, shrubs, and other non-grass species, and maintain a monotypic grass regime.
5.5.1

Grass

Airfield mowing in the AOA should be at a frequency to maintain grass height between 7 and 10 inches,
except for those areas directly adjacent to taxiways and runways that must be maintained at a lower
height for safety and visibility. When possible, grass will be mowed during the middle of the day when
birds are the most inactive. Mowing can be attractive to several species of birds, especially cattle egrets,
and mammals because it exposes food such as rodents, insects and seeds. If cutting is being conducted
during the day and birds are attracted to the activity, mowing should be conducted at night if feasible.
Mowing activities will be coordinated with the PGD Operations and other members of the wildlife
control team.
Wildlife Hazard Management Plan
Punta Gorda Airport, Charlotte County
March 10, 2016

Page 8 of 16

5.5.2 Wetlands
Wetlands are wildlife attractants for a number of species, including wading birds that can be a
significant hazard to aircraft due to their size and flocking habits. PGD has several wetland areas within
the AOA and/or outside the AOA security fence, which are shown on “Figure 3 – Airport Features”
(Appendix D) that was included in the approved WHA previously completed at PGD. There are also a
number of ponds and ditches that are associated with the stormwater management system at PGD.
Carolina willows, cattails, and other vegetation growing in wet areas provide excellent wildlife habitat.
The depressional wetlands (Wetlands F, G, H, and L) in the infield between Runways 4-22, 9-27, and 1533 that become saturated and/or inundated during the wet season should be filled and graded to
eliminate standing water that is attractive to wading birds and waterfowl. PGD should also evaluate the
feasibility of filling, removing, or improving the drawdown time of the depressional wetland (Wetland B)
in the cattle pasture south of the Airport’s perimeter fence that becomes saturated and/or inundated
during the wet season. Mitigating the hazard attractiveness of this wetland should be a high priority
since it is located within or near the approach and departure spaces for Runways 4-22 and 15-33.
Minimizing this habitat to the greatest extent practicable should reduce this wildlife hazard attractant to
birds.
If removal of these wetlands is not a feasible option, the vegetation within the infield wetlands and
stormwater ditches should be removed to reduce the attractiveness and roosting of wading birds, and
the remaining should be maintained at low levels so that habitat is not provided for waterfowl,
blackbirds and others. Crushed rock (riprap) can be considered to replace undesirable plants and to
conceal wet areas in the ditches.
All of these management actions will require coordination with the FAA and the Southwest Florida
Water Management District prior to any construction activities that alter existing ground surface or inlet
elevations. Appropriate local, state, and federal permits may be required prior to conducting any
dredge or fill activities within the wetlands and ditches.
5.5.3

Bare Ground/Scarified Pavement

Areas of bare ground and/or sparse ground cover should be eliminated. The scarified pavement at the
east end of Runway 9-27 is attractive to killdeer for loafing and nesting. This area should either be
paved or modified and seeded to increase the amount of monotypic grass to reduce the attractiveness
to killdeer.
5.5.4

Temporary Pools

Where pooling conditions are found, the land should be filled or graded such that water consistently
drains into ditches.
Wildlife Hazard Management Plan
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5.5.5

Runways, Taxiways, and Aprons

Inspect all paved areas within the AOA as soon as practicable after each significant rain event and sweep
or squeegee off any standing water, which can be an attractant for hazardous wildlife.
5.5.6

Dirt/Fill/Debris/Brush Piles

The fill dirt pile located in the grass west of Taxiway A, between the “Through the Fence Hangars” and
Runway 9-27, as well as the brush piles located in the grass north of Runway 4-22 should be removed as
soon as practicable. The piles provide habitat for small rodents, mammals, and reptiles that are prey for
a number of wildlife species observed at PGD including coyotes and raptors. The areas left bare by the
pile removal should be planted with monotypic grass and maintained as part of the airfield mowing.
5.6

Hazardous Species Management

The following sections provide a discussion on management activities for wildlife species, or groups of
similar species (guilds) that are common at PGD. Habitat management activities provided in this section
were discussed in detail in Section 5.5 above. Active harassment of each individual group is not
discussed, but should be implemented as part of the daily management activities at PGD (ACRP 39,
2013). The following species accounts are provided in order of priority for reducing wildlife hazards at
PGD, and are based on the WHA that was completed in 2013.
5.6.1

Wading Birds

This guild includes a number of wading bird species observed at PGD, including great blue heron, white
ibis, sandhill cranes, little blue herons, and snowy egrets. These species forage in the depressional,
herbaceous wetlands on the airport and roost in the willow dominated wetland in the AOA infield.
Management actions for these species should include habitat modification, roost removal, prey
reduction, and lethal removal. Habitat modifications should include grass management to reduce
visibility of prey and removal of the wetland vegetation used by the wading birds for cover and roosting.
The willows in the infield wetland should be removed, or at least maintained at a height no more than 4
feet above the ground to reduce the attractiveness of this area for roosting and nesting. Prey reduction
should be accomplished by filling the infield wetlands, or shortening the drawdown time for these
systems so that standing water is not present long enough to support prey items such as fish, frogs,
snakes, and water-dependent insects. Lethal removal of resident wading birds may be necessary if the
other management actions are not effective on these individuals.
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5.6.2

Cattle Egrets

Cattle egrets were frequently observed at PGD during the WHA foraging in the open grasslands and
shallow wetlands depressions, as well as roosting and nesting in the willow dominated wetland in the
AOA infield. Management actions for cattle egrets will be similar to wading birds and should include
habitat modification, roost removal, prey reduction, and lethal removal. Habitat modifications should
include grass management to reduce visibility of prey and removal of the wetland vegetation used by
the wading birds for cover and roosting. The willows in the infield wetland should be removed, or at
least maintained at a height no more than 4 feet above the ground to reduce the attractiveness of this
area for roosting and nesting. Prey reduction should be accomplished by filling the infield wetlands, or
shortening the drawdown time for these systems so that standing water is not present long enough to
support prey items such as fish, frogs, snakes, and water-dependent insects. Lethal removal of resident
birds may be necessary if the other management actions are not effective on these individuals.
5.6.3

Coyote

Coyotes are present on the airfield at PGD as observed by ATCT personnel, and evidenced by their scat
on paved movement areas. Management actions for this species should include habitat modification,
exclusion (fencing), prey reduction, trapping, and lethal removal. PGD must maintain a zero-tolerance
policy for coyotes on the airfield. PGD should lethally remove all coyotes within the AOA perimeter
fence by live or dead trapping, or live-ammunition shooting. Remove the brush piles as discussed in
Section 5.5.6 to remove potential denning areas for the coyotes and cover for prey animals. PGD should
repair all digs under the perimeter fence as soon as they are discovered and coordinate with the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) and/or the FAA to obtain funds to either install a new fence, or
modify the existing fence, so that at least 2-feet of fence is buried in the ground around the entire AOA.
PGD should also install and maintain exclusion fencing over openings in culverts and other access points
onto the airfield. The coyote population at PGD should continue to be monitored and if the efforts
above are not successful in removing all the coyotes, PGD may need to coordinate with the FDOT and/or
FAA regarding removal of the large, natural flatwood forest east of Runway 4-22.
5.6.4

Waterfowl

Waterfowl are a seasonal concern at PGD due to their size and flocking tendencies. Small numbers of
ducks and other waterfowl species are present throughout the year at PGD, but the numbers increase
during the winter migratory period. Several species of ducks, coots, and moorhens were frequently
observed foraging and overnighting in the herbaceous wetlands at PGD between December and March.
Management actions for this species should include habitat modification, prey reduction, and lethal
take. Habitat modification and prey reduction should be accomplished by filling the infield wetlands, or
shortening the drawdown time for these systems so that standing water is not present long enough to
support prey items such as fish, frogs, snakes, and water-dependent insects. PGD should also evaluate
the feasibility of filling, removing, or improving the drawdown time of the depressional wetland
Wildlife Hazard Management Plan
Punta Gorda Airport, Charlotte County
March 10, 2016

Page 11 of 16

(Wetland B) in the cattle pasture south of the Airport’s perimeter fence that becomes saturated and/or
inundated during the wet season. Lethal removal of resident waterfowl may be necessary if the other
management actions are not effective on these individuals.
5.6.5

Grackles

A small number of grackles were observed at PGD throughout the year foraging and loafing in the
grassed infields. However, the observations increased significantly during the spring migratory period
(February to May). Management actions for grackles should include grass management to reduce
visibility of prey in the infields, and removal of vegetation from within the infield wetlands. Solid waste
management is also important when managing this species because open dumpsters or incorrectly
stored trash is a major attractant. Lethal removal of resident grackles may be necessary if the other
management actions are not effective on these individuals.
5.6.6

Mourning Doves

Small numbers of foraging and roosting mourning doves were present at PGD throughout the year
during the WHA, but were slightly more frequent during the summer months (June through August).
Management actions for doves should concentrate on habitat management, including grass
management and removal of bare ground/scarified pavement. Maintaining higher grass height will
lessen the visibility of seeds for foraging doves. Removal of bare ground and scarified pavement will
lessen foraging and loafing areas.
5.6.7

Eastern Meadowlarks

Foraging and loafing eastern meadowlarks were frequently observed at PGD during the WHA in the
grassed infields. However, observations dropped significantly during the wet season when mowing
activities on the airfield were less frequent and the grass was taller. Management actions for the
Eastern meadowlark should concentrate on grass management to reduce visibility of prey and seeds in
the AOA.
5.7 Structure Management
Structures provide cover and hunting perches for wildlife. If wildlife is considered when a building is
being designed, costly control measures can be avoided. Buildings should not provide potential nesting,
perching, or roosting sites for birds and not allow access to mammals such as rodents and skunks.
5.7.1

Airfield Structures

Structures within the AOA such as runway lights, ramp and taxiway signs, and light poles are used as
hunting and loafing perches for many species of birds. These structures should all be fitted with barrier
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products such as tension wires, spikes, and/or coils. Structures not pertinent to air operations and no
longer in use should be removed. These include abandoned vehicles, buildings, sheds, machinery,
antennae, and light poles.
5.7.2

Airfield Buildings

Airport buildings such as the terminal, hangars, and maintenance buildings, often attract birds and other
wildlife. They are attracted to tightly covered areas for nesting and roosted in such places as ventilation
ducts, high rafters, and electrical fixtures. Birds and other wildlife should be excluded from entering
buildings by eliminating access points. Any hole, crevice, or other opening more than 1-inch in diameter
should be filled or covered with screen. Perching sites on ledges, under eaves or above doors will be
eliminated either by enclosing the area to prevent access or installing anti-perching devices. Outside
doors should remain closed when not in use to prevent entry.
5.8

Surrounding Habitat Features

Wildlife attractants located outside the airport property can create substantial safety hazards to airport
operations. PGD may not have legal authority to manage properties or potential attractants around the
airport, but there is one important surrounding feature that should be monitored. The site may require
an initiation of cooperative dialogue with the property owner to assess and mitigate wildlife
management issues at the site.
The important surrounding feature is called OSP-1 as shown on “Figure 3 – Airport Features” (Appendix
D), which was included as part of the approved WHA for PGD. This area is an isolated island within a
lake that is dominated by shrubby trees and is used as a nesting and overnight rookery for many species
of wading birds. Removal of the trees may be considered by PGD to reduce the attractiveness of this
roosting area to wading birds. This proposed action would require coordination with the FAA and FWS
as nesting and roosting habitat for many species of listed birds would be impacted.
6.0

REPORTING AND MONITORING

6.1

Strike Reporting

The importance of documenting and reporting wildlife strike is detailed in FAA Advisory Circular (AC)
150/5200-32A. PGD operations or maintenance staff will conduct a minimum of two runway sweeps,
including immediately after arriving and departing commercial passenger aircraft (AllegiantAir), to look
for unreported carcasses. All carcasses found within the airfield will be identified, and data on the
unreported strike will be input into a data sheet maintained by PGD staff (Appendix C).
PGD staff that find dead wildlife on the airfield will collect the carcasses and report the find to the
Airport Manager/Wildlife Coordinator. If a positive identification of the dead (avian) carcass cannot be
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made, the remains will be sent to the Smithsonian Institute for feather identification, as directed in FAA
AC 150/5200-32A.
Airline employees, including flight and ground maintenance crews, will be encouraged to file an FAA
Form 5200-7 (Appendix A) or use the on-line reporting process (http://wildlife.faa.gov/strikenew.aspx)
when a strike is documented. For PGD staff, the reporting should be mandatory.
6.2

Annual Program Reporting

An annual report on management activities will be assembled by the Wildlife Coordinator. This report
will document notable events, management issues, strike records, and will provide recommendations
for improving program results. PGD staff will conduct an annual review of the WHMP (and update as
appropriate). Any significant strike events or substantive changes in wildlife hazards in and around the
airport will also trigger a review of management planning and activities.
An annual report of total migratory bird take, as allowed under the FWS-issued migratory bird
depredation permit, will be provided to the FWS Migratory Bird Office as part of the annual permit
renewal process.
6.3

Monitoring Results

Since wildlife use of airport environments change regularly, as well as land uses on the airport property,
PGD will work to document any notable changes in wildlife activity. Regular reviews of management
activities, with concurrent reviews of strike records, will assist the Airport Manager/Wildlife Coordinator
in making necessary changes to hazard management actions. As needed, the Airport Manager will
consult with a qualified airport biologist in assessing new or changing risks at PGD, and will implement
appropriate management actions to address those risks.
7.0

WHMP IMPLEMENTATION

Implementation of management actions identified in this WHMP will occur incrementally, with basic
harassment and habitat management actions to begin upon acceptance of the plan by the FAA. Record
keeping and strike reporting, which is already informally occurring, will also commence upon acceptance
of the plan. Other management actions, particularly those that require cooperation from entities other
than PGD, will be dependent upon successfully negotiating the roles and responsibilities needed for
implementing such actions. PGD will initiate dialogue with appropriate partners in these actions upon
acceptance of the WHMP, and will communicate with the FAA regarding progress on those management
actions. A prioritized list of management actions associated with this WHMP is provided in Table 7.1-1.
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Table 7.1-1: Prioritized List of Actionable Items to be Implemented Under this Plan
Reference1

Action

5.1

FWS Depredation Permit

5.4.1

Runway weeps
Wildlife Mitigation/Bird Strike
Data recording
Remove standing water on
Pavement
Active species harassment
Grass Management
Lethal removal of coyotes
Remove temporary pools
Remove dirt/fill/debris/brush
piles
Structure management
Wetlands Management
Eliminate Bare ground/Scarified
pavement

5.4.2
5.5.5
5.6
5.5.1
5.6.3
5.5.4
5.5.6
5.7
5.5.2
5.5.3
1

Initiation Target Date2
Apply – 60 days
Permit – 180 days
30 days

Completion Date3

30 days
30 days
60 days
60 days
60 days
120 days
120 days
180 days
December 20164
March 20175

Refers to the section in the approved WHMP that details the action.
If no specific date is given, the Initiation Target Date is the number of days from the date the WHMP is approved by the FAA.
3
This column was intentionally left blank and will be completed as actions are completed and the WHMP is occasionally
updated.
4
Target Date is for inclusion of this action into the Airport’s Master Plan. Wetland impacts will require a NEPA review and
permitting from the Southwest Florida Water Management District.
5
This target date is for seeding of monotypic grass at the beginning of the growing season in the Spring and when most of the
migratory birds have left the area. Paving these areas may require a NEPA review and permitting from the Southwest Florida
Water Management District.
2

7.1

Training Requirements

Initial and recurrent training from a qualified airport wildlife biologist will be presented to PGD staff, to
provide airport personnel with the knowledge and skill necessary to implement this Wildlife Hazard
Management Plan. To meet FAR 139.337 and AC 150/5200-36A requirements, annual refresher training
will be provided by a qualified airport wildlife biologist.
The Airport Manager, with the assistance of a qualified airport wildlife biologist, will develop wildlife
hazard awareness training for all airport personnel to increase their knowledge of airport wildlife
management. This training may also include stakeholders in PGD wildlife hazard management, as
deemed appropriate. The Airport Manager will also assume responsibility for communicating planning
needs, reporting requirements, and other internal information processes associated with airport wildlife
hazard management. The Airport Manager will facilitate all external communication processes regarding
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airport wildlife hazard management to regulatory agencies, airlines, cooperators, and other
stakeholders.
The use of some management tools, such as propane cannons, pyrotechnics, live ammunition, and air
rifles will require specialized training for those personnel tasked with management activities. PGD will
work with a qualified airport wildlife biologist to identify and present the relevant training needed for
safe and effective management at PGD, and do so annually.
7.2

WHMP Review

The Airport Manager will coordinate an annual meeting with appropriate PGD staff involved with
implementing the WHMP. A qualified airport wildlife biologist is also recommended to attend these
meetings. Attendees will review this plan, wildlife status at PGD, and strike events for the previous year.
As appropriate, the PGD Airport Manager will use the management review to facilitate recommended
modifications to this WHMP.
8.0
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Appendix A
Bird/Other Wildlife Strike Report (FAA Form 5200-7)
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Appendix B
Monthly Wildlife Hazard Management Log

Month/Year

Wildlife Hazard Management
Punta Gorda Airport

Monthly Activity Report

Employee

Day

Sandhill Crane

Species (Number of Individuals and Dispersal Method 1 )
Runway Sweep
Ibis
Egrets
Other (Specify)
(Time)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
1
p = pyrotechnics; v = vehicle sweep, c - propane cannon; h - harass/live ammunition; s = shoot (lethal)

Notes
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Appendix C
Wildlife Strike Incident Report (PGD Internal)

Wildlife Strike Incident Log
Punta Gorda Airport

Date:
Time:
Employee:
Location (Runway and Distance):
Carrier and Aircraft Type (if known):
Species:
Number of Individuals:
Reported by Flight Crew/Airline (yes/No)?

Notes (Include and documented damages):
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Appendix D
Airport Features
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