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Project Overview
The Charlotte County Airport Authority has prepared this Draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess the proposed FiveYear Capital Improvement Program at the Punta Gorda Airport.
The EA is necessary to obtain environmental approval from the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for the airport
development projects identified in the Five-Year Program.
The proposed improvements, collectively referred to in the Draft EA
as the Proposed Project, include the following development
actions: 1) improving runway safety and function by
reconstructing/rehabilitating Runway 4-22 and extending and
rehabilitating Runway 15-33; 2) developing a new general aviation
terminal facility; 3) expanding parking facilities by providing
additional public parking and rental car areas; and 4) performing
wildlife hazard habitat management by removing several wetland
areas on the airfield.

Meeting Focus

How to Comment

Today you will learn more about the Five-Year
Capital Improvement Program at Punta Gorda
Airport and be briefed on the findings of the Draft
EA. The EA being discussed today evaluates the
potential environmental consequences of the FiveYear Program. This public hearing serves as one
of several opportunities for public comment and
involvement as part of the EA process.

You can submit comments on the Draft EA either
verbally or in writing at this hearing, or by mail.
Details on submitting comments are provided below:

NEPA
The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) established a national policy to protect the
environment by requiring consideration of the
environmental effects of major federal actions.
Today’s hearing, conducted under NEPA authority,
gives the public an opportunity to provide input
regarding the Draft EA for the proposed Five-Year
Capital Improvement Program.

Verbal comments: Accepted by a court reporter at
this hearing.
Written comments :
Submit here at the
hearing, or by mail by
March 8, 2019 to:
Charlotte County Airport Authority
Punta Gorda Airport
Attention: Ron D. Ridenour Jr., Project Manager
28000 A-1 Airport Road
Punta Gorda, FL 33982
All written and verbal comments will be given equal
consideration during the Draft EA review process.

Proposed Project
For the purposes of alternatives evaluation and environmental impact analysis necessary to complete this
EA, the individual projects were grouped into the following four main categories:
• Improve Runway Safety and Function: this category contains Runway 15-33 and Runway 4-22
improvements to meet FAA airport design standards, meet operational requirements of existing airport
users, and enhance safety. This includes connected actions necessary to accommodate, support,
and/or enable the execution of the runway improvements.
• Develop General Aviation (GA) Facilities: improvements in this category are necessary to relocate the
airport’s current GA facilities and provide adequate space for the development and operation of
additional facilities.
• Expand Parking Facilities: provide additional public and rental car parking facilities necessary to
accommodate current and projected growth in commercial passenger service at the airport.
• Wildlife Hazard/Habitat Management: removal and modification of several wetland areas on the PGD
airfield that attract wildlife hazardous to aviation.
The individual projects of the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program are depicted on Figure 1.

Figure 1

Runway 15-33 Improvement Alternatives
North End
Improvement
alternatives on the
north end of the
runway involve
installation of
either blast pads
or an Engineered
Materials Arresting
System. Roadway
relocations are
required for some
alternatives.

South End
Improvement
alternatives on
the south end of
the runway
involve either
blast pads or
extended
runway/taxiway
pavement.
Roadway
relocations are
required
depending on the
alternative.

General Aviation Facility Relocation Alternatives

Runway Alternatives Evaluation

General Aviation Facility Alternatives Evaluation

Environmental Issues Evaluated
Air
Quality/
Climate

Temporary construction
emissions and increased
aircraft emissions occur, but
would not exceed air quality
standards or impact climate

Biological
Resources

Species conservation
measures required

Coastal
Resources

Consistent with Florida
Coastal Zone Management
Program

Cultural
Resources

No impacts to archaeological
or historic resources

Land Use

Project consistent with land
use and zoning plans and
regulations

Light and
Visual

Light emissions increase in
some airport areas but would
not impact nearby receptors

Natural
Resources
/Energy

Noise

DOT
Section
4(f)

No impacts to recreational
areas or wildlife refuges

Farmlands

Farmland conversions occur
but are less than significant

Floodplains

Approx. 3 acres of
floodplain impacted but can
be mitigated

Hazardous
Material/
Solid
Waste

No impacts to hazardous
materials. Solid waste
increases can be managed

Water
Quality

No violation of water quality
standards with appropriate
stormwater structures and
best practices

Socioeconomics
/Environ.
Justice

No impact to low-income or
disadvantaged populations

Energy demand may increase
with project but can be
managed with existing
supplies and infrastructure

Wetlands

Noise contours shift
temporarily, remain on
airport property

Wild and
Scenic
Rivers

Wetland impacts occur and
require mitigation

No eligible rivers near the
airport

Conservation Measures for Biological Resources
• Implement U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Standard Protection Measures for the
Eastern Indigo Snake
• Donate $15,000 to Wildlife Foundation of Florida’s to Wildlife Foundation of Florida’s
Eastern Indigo Snake Fund
• Compensate for loss of wetland and wood stork foraging habitat values

• Donate $15,000 to Wildlife Foundation of Florida’s Florida Bonneted Bat Fund
• Prior to construction, resurvey suitable habitat
• Prior to construction, resurvey for bald eagle nests, crested caracara
nests, gopher tortoise burrows, Florida burrowing owl burrows,
southeastern American kestrel nests, and Florida sandhill crane
nests

Noise Impacts

*Year 2026 conditions shown as example

Wetland Impacts
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