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Warbirds
in action

FILE PHOTO

There’s nothing quite like standing on the tarmac at the
Punta Gorda Airport while fighter jets roar and swoop
overhead, shaking your very core. The Florida International
Air Show returns the weekend of October 19-21. There’ll be
Don Stamp’s Warbird Review, the McCart Jet Motorsports
“Homewrecker” Ford F650 jet truck, the CAF Red Tail
Squadron Salute to the Tuskegee Airmen, Fighter Jets MIG17 Randy Ball and more. New this year: American Dream,
a Curtiss P-40 with a shark-like grin — the P-40 first flew
in 1938 and was used in World War II. In addition to the
shows, you can run the runway, too, in the Law Enforcement
Torch Run-way 5K, a 3.1-mile run Saturday, October 20
before the show. Participants get a general admission ticket
and a T-shirt. Registration for the 5K is $40 in advance,
$45 at the gate. Air show performances are 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. Friday (followed by fireworks) and noon to 3:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday (gates open at 9 a.m.) Ticket prices
vary, depending on the package. There’s a family four-pack
for $40 available online. Get details at floridaairshow.com.
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« calendar

Friday, Oct. 19
Florida International Air Show » October 19-21. Punta
Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. See stunning
aerial acrobatics, walk through aircraft in ground displays and
more. There’s also a 5K on October 20. Air show performances
are 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Friday (followed by fireworks) and noon
to 3:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday (gates open at 9 a.m.) Ticket
prices vary, depending on the package. There’s a family fourpack for $40 available online. floridaairshow.com
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Master Plan projects lift airport budget
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER
The Charlotte County
Airport Authority recently
approved its new budget
that’s $17.16 million more
than last year’s budget.
The total budget,
$42.5 million, isn’t just a
spending spree, though. Most
of this increase comes from
capital expenditures, which
increased from $5.3 million
last year to $26.2 million.
These are going to be used to
fund the upcoming projects
scheduled in the airport’s
Master Plan.
The Punta Gorda

PUNTA GORDA AIRPORT BUDGET 2019
Description
FY 2018-2019
FY 2017-2018
Total Operating Revenues
$14,787,400
$12,990,837
Total Operating Expenses
$10,819,510
$9,880,329
Total Capital Contributions
$16,611,450
$6,630,804
Total Capital Expenditures
$26,212,280
$10,075,970
Total Revenues
$42,519,164
$25,352,526
— Source: Charlotte County Airport Authority Budget, Fiscal Year 2019
Airport, however, can’t
start construction on any
of these projects until their
environmental assessment is
complete. Airport Executive
Director Jim Parish expects
the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission to
give the go-ahead by January
to begin construction. Design

plans for the projects have
started.
“We’re moving forward
with design, so when the
environmental assessment is
complete we can go,” Parish
said.
Projects anticipated to start
early 2019 include the second
phase of wetland mitigation,

phase three of T-Hangar door
replacement and constructing
access from Challenger Road
to the new general aviation
facilities. The total estimated
cost is $3.4 million, according
to the Master Plan’s facilities
implementation plan.
In the second half of
2019, the airport plans to
implement four projects,
including constructing new
general aviation taxiways,
an apron, terminal, parking
and a new Western Michigan
University ﬂight school
building with parking. The
airport also plans to relocate
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lot of it has to do with
fuel costs,” he said. The
costs of fuel “fluctuate
FROM PAGE 1
drastically throughout
its self-serve fuel facility. the year,” so when
The costs are estimated making the budget,
to be $13 million.
PGD tries to give its best
Though 2018’s yearestimate, Parish said.
end forecast came
Regardless of the
out $169,000 over in
extreme budget
expenses, the airport
changes, the budget
generated a million
does not reflect the
dollars more in revenue $11.4 million the
than anticipated.
airport has in reserves.
Seventy percent of
Meaning, if the airport
this extra revenue was
for some reason
generated from airlinestopped making money
related revenues.
altogether, it could still
“We try to be very
operate business as
conservative with
usual for 15 months.
expenses every year
“We’re in the black,”
and with income,”
Parish said. “We have a
Parish said regarding
very successful model
how much more profit
and it tends to make
the airport made than
more money than most
anticipated. As for the
models do.”
overages in expenses, “a
Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com
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Punta Gorda is alive after 10 p.m.
H
ave you noticed
anything different about Punta
Gorda in recent times?
After a recent event, I
was walking
back to my
car, hearing
music ﬁll the
air, people’s
laughter,
John
strollers
WRIGHT greeting
Columnist each other
on the
streets with a heartfelt
“Hey! How are you?”
I had to smile to
myself. This city of which
I am so very proud has
changed, grown yet
maintained its character,
civility and friendliness,
despite everything else
that may be happening
around us.
I smiled even harder
when I tell you it was past
10 in the evening and
there were still people
around every corner.
Back in 1999 when I
ﬁrst was introduced to
Punta Gorda, I thought
7 p.m. was curfew. Things
can change without the
values changing with it.
We welcome everyone
to join us at 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 9, as we conduct the
ribbon-cutting ceremony
for NextHome Greater
Realty at 223 Taylor St.,
Punta Gorda, opposite
the historic courthouse.
Ribbon cuttings are a
great sign of strength
and steady growth in our
business sector.

What a deal
In collaboration with
the Charlotte Sun, between today and Oct. 15.
We have created a huge
incentive for existing
members to beneﬁt from
sponsoring a new member to the Punta Gorda
Chamber. Any current
chamber member that
brings in a new member
now through Oct. 15
will receive three free
ads on the Punta Gorda
Chamber Members page
which will run in the
Punta Gorda Herald on
Oct. 26, Nov. 2 and Nov. 9.
The free ads will be same

right tab) of our site, www.
puntagordachamber.com
Mindi Abair is coming
back to Punta Gorda on
Nov. 16-18. Our partnership on this project
has brought nationwide,
if not worldwide, focus
to the city with guests
scooping up tickets from
far and wide over the
past few days. Starting
with a very unique
dinner at La Fiorentina
restaurant Nov. 16, to the
mainstage show outside
on the lawn of the Event
Center on Nov. 17, she
will appear with Keb’ Mo’,
Dumpstaphunk and the
Upcoming events Greg Billings Band. The
weekend wraps up with
On Oct. 25, our
a great brunch at the Tiki
fun-ﬁlled evenings of
at Fourpoints with great
Murder Mystery make
live entertainment from
their comeback at La
the Shawn Brown Trio.
Fiorentina restaurant.
This will be yet another
Starting with cocktails
weekend for Punta
(cash bar) at 5:30 p.m.
Gorda to shine. Details
and a four-course dinner of all tickets options are
at 6:30 p.m., you’ll be
viewable at www.punentertained by the
tagordachamber.com in
Charlotte Players, who
the shop chamber section
will be presenting a
or by calling 941-639-3720
four-part murder mystery during ofﬁce hours. Don’t
called the “Red Feather
miss out on this great
Investment Club.”
musical extravaganza.
We as guests search for More importantly, make
the clues and try to solve sure your business gets
exactly what has hapinvolved in order to greet
pened and why. Although a large number of out-ofwe are not “actors in the
town guests who will all
play,” anyone wishing
be sleeping, eating and
to don feathers or a boa
buying in our home town.
is encouraged. Tickets
While you are on
are limited and make
the site, check out our
be purchased over the
Oct. 19-21 Harboritaville
phone by calling 941-639- party honoring the life
3720 during ofﬁce hours. and music of Jim Morris,
Cost is $50 including tax
as well as the 2019
and tip. This will be a
Wine and Jazz Festival
very clever concoction
in February 2019 with
of chaos, crime and
Gerald Albright, the Sax
cocktails. La Fiorentina
Pack and Matt Marshak.
is at 10361 Tamiami Trail, Harboritaville is being
hosted on the same
Punta Gorda.
weekend as the Florida
Our collaboration with
International Air Show, at
the Visual Arts Center
Punta Gorda Airport. It’s
returns also this month
with the Create and Paint a perfect collaboration,
since so many of our
Socials. Starting Oct. 10
Harboritaville attendees
from 6-8 p.m., you’ll be
are from out-of-state and
able to enjoy an evening
will enjoy the additional
of wine and painting
events of the Air Show
under the instruction of
and vice versa. Check
a knowledgeable arts’
out details at www.
instructor. Full details
ﬂoridaairshow.com. We
of the classes, which for
also have tickets at our
October will operate on
the 10th, 24th and 31st of ofﬁce, 252 W. Marion
Ave., Punta Gorda for $22.
the month, can be found
Every Wednesday,
in the Shop Chamber (top
for all three dates and the
business must provide a
camera ready ad no later
thanOct. 22. Please build
ad ﬁve inches wide and
four inches high. Any
new business that joins
the chamber will also get
a “Buy 4, Get 4” free certificate that can be used
in the Sun Newspapers
or the Punta Gorda
Herald. What a deal! Get
signed up. Remember,
membership doesn’t cost,
it pays, and the cost of
membership for most
businesses is less than $25
per month.

weather permitting, the
PG Chamber sponsors
and promotes an informal Pub Run/ Walk that
attracts between 60-100
people each week. The
starting/ending venue
rotates each week, so
to ﬁnd out where the
next event is, please call
941-639-3720, and Julie
will be more than happy
to assist you. This week’s
run will commence at
and return to the Ice
House Pub.
The CA.R.E. Ball may
be a ways off (Jan. 26 at
the Event Center, Punta
Gorda), but, as the recently appointed sponsorship
Chair of the Ball, I wanted
to let you all know that the
2019 sponsorship package
is now available. Please
call us at 941-639-3720
and we’ll be happy to get
you all the information
you need to be part of
this great event for a great
cause. I hope you will be
able to review support
for C.A.R.E.’s annual gala
fundraiser, that is not
only great fun, but more
importantly vital to the
work C.A.R.E. offers to our
entire community. Please
also share this exciting opportunity with any friends,
business colleagues or
arch-rivals as raising the
roof on sponsorship levels
will make this event even
greater than previous
years.
Whether you are local
or just visiting, we have a
weekly e-newsletter that
can be delivered to your
inbox every Friday full
of events, programs and
information to assist you.
It’s called the Friday Facts
(no fake news here!). To
sign up, simply click the
icon on our website www.
puntagordachamber.
com, call us at 941639-3720 or email your
details to chamber@
puntagordachamber.
com. You’ll never be out
of the loop again.
John R. Wright is
President of the Punta
Gorda Chamber of
Commerce jrwright@
puntagordachamber.com
Charlotte Sun is a proud
Platinum sponsor of this
Chamber.
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Chamber recognizes Sue Sifrit with Pacesetter Award

W

e had a fun party
on Friday as
we celebrated
93 years of all things Charlotte County
Chamber.
Great networking,
food, music,
recognition
and thanks
were on tap.
Julie
During a
MATHIS brief business
Columnist program
Ofﬁcers
for 2018-19 were sworn
in: Kathy Robinson,
Centennial Bank,
President; Tony Smith,
Ashley Brown & Company,
CPAs, President-elect;
Colleen Wright, Olsen,
Lynch & Wright, CPAs;

Treasurer; Kim Maddy,
Charlotte State Bank &
Trust, Vice President,
Membership Services;
Justin Brand, Charlotte
Harbor Event & Conference
Center, Vice President,
Leadership; and, Denise
Dull, Integrity Employee
Leasing, Past President and
VP of Government Affairs.
Additional Chamber
Board members are:
Wendy Atkinson, Charlotte
County School Board;
Brian Chapman Jr., State
Insurance Agency; Jim Cull,
Freedom Boat Club; Jared
Forma, Charlotte Stone
Crabs; Dave Gammon,
Ofﬁce of Economic; Jason
Green, Weiler Engineering
Corp.; Angie Matthiessen,
United Way of Charlotte

County; Bob Miller, Boyette
& Miller Construction &
Development; Howard
Kunik, city of Punta Gorda;
Carla Nix, Nix & Associates
Real Estate; Jim Parish,
Charlotte County Airport
Authority Development;
Ray Sandrock, Charlotte
County Administrator;
and Paul Versnik, Unity
Medical.
The Chamber’s most
prestigious award, the
Pacesetter Award, was
presented to Sue Sifrit,
a tireless volunteer and
leader in Charlotte County
since the early 1980s.
The winner in the small
business category was
Tiki Tom Entertainment;
in the medium business
category, Port Charlotte

Florist, a family-owned
and operated business
since 1981 and in the
large business category,
Solaris HealthCare
Charlotte Harbor, a
180-bed rehabilitation
and extended care center.
The 4 Under 40 Award
acknowledges young
professionals in Charlotte
County who are blazing a
path to success and making a notable impact on the
community and the recipients are: Jennifer Beane,
Presley Beane Financial
Services; Jeffrey Kuhns,
Kuhns Law Firm; Frank
S. Leontitsis, Raymond
James; and Vanessa Oliver,
Ambitrans Ambulance &
Wheelchair Service.
Peter Keating, Small

Business Development
Center at Florida
Gulf Coast University,
was recognized as as
Ambassador of the Year.
It’s become a new
tradition to auction the
beautiful centerpieces
from Port Charlotte Florist
to the highest bidder
at each table and the
president decides which
non-proﬁt will receive the
money. We’re pleased to
report that the Virginia B.
Andes Clinic will receive
more than $555. And,
other added feature to the
Annual Meeting is entertainment.Our thanks to
James West’s Sum1s Got2
for great music. Thanks to
everyone who attended the
celebration. We’re looking

forward to a successful,
fun chamber year!
We are selling paper
tickets in our Port
Charlotte ofﬁce for the
Florida International Air
Show, or you can purchase
tickets at www.ﬂoridaairshow.com. The Air Show
hot line is 833-PGD-FIAS
for details on the event
schedule. Enjoy!
No excuses, if you
haven’t done so, you
should register to vote by
the Oct. 9 deadline. Visit
www.charlottevotes.com
for more information.
Julie Mathis is
executive director of
the Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce.
Email her at jmathis@
charlottecountychamber.org.
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Local NEWS BRIEFS
PUNTA GORDA
EVENTS
Florida International
Air Show
The Florida
International Air Show
will be held on Oct.
19-21 at the Punta Gorda
Airport, 28000 Airport
Road. On Friday, gates
open at 5 p.m. with performances from 5:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. Evening show
featuring aircraft displays,
aircraft performances and
a ﬁnale ﬁreworks show.
Saturday and Sunday
gates open at 9 a.m. with
performances from noon
to 3:30 p.m.
Exact performance
schedules will not be
announced as these times
are subject to change.
Please note: there are several factors that affect the
schedule such as weather,
aircraft concerns, and
other circumstances
beyond control of the
Florida International Air
Show.
To purchase tickets,
go to boxofﬁce.etix.com/
ticket/v/13227/punta-gorda-airport?cobrand=Florida
InternationalAirShow.

House Hunting
535 Toulouse Drive, Punta Gorda 33950
| October 04, 2018

Located in deed-restricted Burnt Store Isles, this is the home of your dreams. Walk in through beautiful glass doors to this 3/2/2 with formal
living room, dining room and family room opening to the updated kitchen with wood cabinets, granite counters and stainless-steel appliances.
Kitchen, dining room and master bath are all open to a spectacular view of the pool and 89 feet of waterfront. The kitchen and master bath have
sliding glass doors, while the dining room has beautiful French doors leading out to your large screened-in lanai with a pool and lots of room for
entertaining or just enjoying the fantastic weather.
The pool faces the south and is solar heated. There are skylights in the lanai and both baths. The laundry room is inside. The dock has 10,000pound boatlift.
This home is close to downtown Punta Gorda, Punta Gorda Airport, restaurants, I-75 and really close to the Twin Isles Country Club, with its
beautiful 18-hole championship golf course. Paradise is waiting for you.

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/house-hunting-291/

CHARLOTTE COUNTY FLORIDA WEEKLY
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BUSINESS & REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS IN THE KNOW
Allegiant celebrates
40 million passengers
On Sept. 27, Allegiant celebrated
its 40 million-passenger mark by
giving everyone on Flight 1305
from
Punta
Gorda Airport to
Cincinnati/Northern

Kentucky International Airport a refund
for the airfare portion of their itinerary.
The company generates billions in
economic benefit annually and supports
more than 42,000 jobs in Florida.
Since 2009, more than 5.5 million Allegiant travelers have traveled through
Punta Gorda Airport on nonstop, affordable flights. Allegiant currently offers 42
routes to PGD. ■
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535 Toulouse Drive,
Punta Gorda 33950

Located in deed-restricted Burnt
Store Isles, this is the home of your
dreams. Walk in through beautiful
glass doors to this 3/2/2 with formal
living room, dining room and family
room opening to the updated kitchen
with wood cabinets, granite counters
and stainless-steel appliances.
Kitchen, dining room and master
bath are all open to a spectacular
view of the pool and 89 feet of
waterfront. The kitchen and mas-

ter bath have sliding glass doors,
while the dining room has beautiful
French doors leading out to your
large screened-in lanai with a pool
and lots of room for entertaining or
just enjoying the fantastic weather.
The pool faces the south and is
solar heated. There are skylights in
the lanai and both baths. The laundry room is inside. The dock has
10,000-pound boatlift.
This home is close to downtown

Punta Gorda, Punta Gorda Airport,
restaurants, I-75 and really close to
the Twin Isles Country Club, with its
beautiful 18-hole championship golf
course. Paradise is waiting for you.

Listed at $510,000
by Linda Mazner
Michael Saunders & Company
Taylor Street office, Punta Gorda
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PG Airport: Budget increase not
at taxpayer expense
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER
In an airport budget
that’s increased by
$17.2 million since last
year, one has to wonder
exactly where this money
is coming from.
The answer? Not tax
dollars.
“No Charlotte County
taxpayer dollars are paid
to us,” said Kaley Miller,
spokesperson for the Punta
Gorda Airport (PGD).
A majority of this
increase can be attributed
to the many projects the
airport has planned under
its Master Plan, which are
classiﬁed under capital
expenditures. Capital
expenditures increased
from $10.1 million last year
to $26.2 this year.
With 15 capital
improvements planned
for the next ﬁscal year,
including building a
brand-new General
Aviation terminal facility
and extending the
runway, PGD anticipates
receiving 67.5 percent
of the funding for these
projects from entities
outside the airport — such
as the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and
the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT).
These capital
improvements are
estimated to cost
$34 million, with almost
$23 million coming
from FAA entitlements,
FDOT, the FDOT Strategic
Intermodal System fund
and additional FAA grants.
The FAA grants will take
up a majority of the ﬁnancing pie, funding 38 percent
of the total funds for the
projects.
“We’re very conﬁdent

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PGD

Allegiant planes at the Punta Gorda Airport.

FUNDING BREAKDOWN
Fund Source
Percent
FAA Entitlements
FAA Bill
FDOT
FDOT SIS
CCAA
PFC
•

Amount
$6,135,618
$13,024,941
$1,710,818
$2,094,698
$4,525,940
$6,538,908

18.03%
38.27%
5.03%
6.16%
13.30%
19.21%

Source: Charlotte County Airport Authority Sept. 20 Agenda and Budget
Documents

we’ll receive grant funding
for the new General
Aviation apron, taxilane
and taxiway as we’ve been
working closely with the
FAA for over two years on
it,” said PGD CEO James
Parish.
According to budget
documents, FAA grant
applications for the new
general aviation terminal
facility will be submitted
June 19. Pre-applications
will be submitted Nov. 18.
The airport is already entitled to roughly $6.1 million from the FAA this next
year. They anticipate securing this funding by August
2019. Funding from FDOT,
which will be $3.8 million,
will be secured in October
or November of 2018,
according to the budget
documents.
The remaining
$11 million is coming
from Charlotte County
Airport Authority funds

and money accrued from
passenger facility charges
(PFC).
The Charlotte County
Airport Authority itself
provides $4.5 million. The
authority has $11.4 million
in reserves from past
revenues.
Passenger facility
charges are paid by
passengers to Allegiant
when each ticket is
booked, Miller said.
Allegiant then reimburses
the airport. PGD
anticipates receiving
$3.2 million from
passenger facility charges
this ﬁscal year and
spending $6.5 million on
improvement projects for
the airport.
Passenger facility
charges were increased
in the Sept. 20 Airport
Authority meeting, from
$2 per passenger to $4.50.
E-mail: lhardaway@sun-herald.com
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Charlotte County Airport
Authority District 4:
Coppola Vs. Makray
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER
If Charlotte County’s
general election was
a game, incumbent
Kathleen Coppola would
be on the final level.
Airport Authority
District 4 commissioner
Kathleen Coppola is
onto the second round
of hurdles to serve one
last term, but first has to
make it past nonpartisan
candidate Joe Makray.
For the primary,
Coppola faced off with
fellow Republican Stan
Smith. The results were
close, with Coppola
proving victorious with
more than 700 votes,
winning by 4 percent.
Due to Makray’s
candidacy, the primary
election was closed
to the county’s 73,000
non-Republican voters.
This election, however,
each of Charlotte
County’s 133,802 voters,
regardless of party
affiliation, will get the
ability to give their two
cents. Now Coppola’s
name will be paired
with Smith’s friend,
Makray, on the Nov. 6
ballot. And, like Smith,
Makray is hoping to
bring an aviation-centric
perspective to the board.
“I’m a simple guy, I
have common sense.
I’d just try to do a good
job,” Makray told the
Sun during an interview
at the airport aviation hangar where he
keeps his Piper PA-28
Cherokee. He reminisced
on his days farming beef
cattle in Pennsylvania,
his two years in the
army, some in Vietnam,
and then how his life
took a turn toward
farming, construction
and welding.
“I’d bring aviation
experience.”
Though he doesn’t
have airport experience
specifically, Makray
has a private flyer’s
license and 30 years of
construction experience.
Since PGD is pursuing
a multitude of construction projects in its
Master Plan, Makray said
his experience would
come in handy.
Coppola cites her
27 years of experience
on the board as her
advantage.

DECISION
COPPOLA

MAKRAY

“(PGD) represents the
community as something that’s honest and
growing, and now giving
back in the form of
economic development,”
Coppola said. She
attributed this success to
a collaboration of grant
writers, an efficient
CEO and fellow board
members.
Regarding her
experience, Makray
questioned Coppola’s
ability to bring new
ideas to the table, since
she has been serving on
the board since 1991.
“After a while, your ideas
get stale and you just
become a bobble head.
Whatever happens, she
wags her head around,
‘yeah, I’ll vote for that,’”
Makray said.
Since being sworn in
in 1991, Coppola has
seen the Punta Gorda
Airport grow from penand-paper bookkeeping
to seeing more than
a million passengers
filter in and out of the
terminal annually.
With the airport’s rapid
growth, she sees ample
opportunity for new
ideas.
Makray criticized
Coppola’s ability to tend
to her duties as board
treasurer, questioning
why she doesn’t read
the ﬁnancial reports
during Airport Authority
meetings. Coppola told
the Sun Wednesday that
it is not unusual for the
airport’s CEO to read the
ﬁnancial report. “That’s
the way it’s been for 20
years,” she said.
Coppola also said her
time in the community
is a plus. Since moving
here in 1977, “I know the
community,” Coppola
said. “I raised my kids
here, I’ve been involved. I
love the airport.”
Makray moved to
Charlotte County in 2014.
Though Makray has
decided to stay in the
race since Smith lost the
primary, his campaign
ﬁnances have remained

2018

2018 ELECTION
DATES
Vote by Mail “Ballot Send”
Deadline: Oct. 2-9
Voter Registration Deadline:
Oct. 9
Early Voting: Charlotte County,
Oct. 22-Nov. 4; Sarasota County,
Oct. 22-Nov. 3.
General Election: Nov. 6

KATHLEEN
COPPOLA
Town: Port Charlotte
Occupation: Airport Authority
Commissioner, District 4
Experience: Airport Authority
Commissioner, 28 years;
member of Republican Executive
Committee, Charlotte-DeSoto
Republican Club, Peace River
Federated Republican Woman’s
Forum, Board of Directors of
Charlotte County Babe Ruth
Baseball; former vice chair and
chairman for Metropolitan
Planning Organization; former
marketing director and realtor

JOE MAKRAY
Town: Port Charlotte
Occupation: Retired
Experience: Private pilot
license, FAA A&P certification,
board member of Experimental
Aircraft Association, former
member of Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau, 30 months in army,
rebuilt and refurbished airplanes,
construction for 34 years, beef
cattle farmer in Pennsylvania for
16 years
at a steady $25, which
was spent for his
qualifying fee. He is not
actively campaigning nor
seeking donations.
“I don’t want to
spend any money,” he
said. “Do voters really
want someone to buy
their vote?” Regardless,
Makray’s hopes are high.
“I think I have a 50/50
chance.”
E-mail: lhardaway@sun-herald.com
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Airport sends residents on treasure hunt
the contest. The coin does
multiply the chance to win
by 10, though.
“Keeping your eyes out
PUNTA GORDA —
for a commemorative PGD
Through Wednesday, area
coin is a fun way for our
residents can search high
and low for a blue coin with community to celebrate
PGD’s 75th Anniversary
an airplane on it. Oh, and
possibly win a free getaway with us,” said Marketing &
Communications Manager
to Key West.
Kaley Miller. “We’re asking
In celebration of Punta
successful coin hunters to
Gorda Airport’s 75th
snap a photo so we can
anniversary, the airport is
hosting a coin treasure hunt share it online and promote local businesses and
contest.
destinations.”
And no, no one gets a
PGD is hiding 25 of these
treasure map leading to the
bad
boys all around the
bright red “X.” Residents
county, from Englewood to
actually don’t even have to
Punta Gorda. Coins will be
ﬁnd a coin to get a chance
to win, as the contest is also hidden one of two places:
well-trafﬁcked or public
being held online where
areas, and a limited number
participants can submit
entries to win. Participants of local businesses and
organizations. Participating
can only submit their
host locations so far include
name once throughout

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

PRIZES
One grand prize winner will receive a one-day Key West Getaway
for five guests; an Air Trek air charter valued at $2,000. The Key West
Getaway includes continental breakfast, one-hour flight in Air Trek’s
pressurized Cessna 414 for up to five passengers, a tour of Key West, and
champagne served on a sunset flight home later the same day.
Three additional winners will each receive a $250 Travel Voucher from
Allegiant Air.
Four additional winners will each receive a Family 4-Pack to the
Florida International Air Show.
Various other winners will win PGD-branded stainless-steel canteens,
hats, shirts and more merchandise.
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• Source: PGD.

the Isles Yacht Club, the
Punta Gorda Library, the
Peace River Botanical &
Sculpture Gardens and the
Centennial Bank Punta
Gorda Branch.
The Isles Yacht Club
in Punta Gorda will be
welcoming treasure hunters
during their regular ofﬁce

hours to ask them a trivia
question. Once answered,
the participant will be
entered to win the PGD
coin assigned to the club.
The Isles Yacht Club is open
Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
PGD started as the Punta
Gorda Army Airﬁeld in

Look for this coin at various community locations for a chance to
win PGD prizes.
1943, “which was key to
training pilots for oversees
duty and contributed to
the victory in World War II,”
PGD said in a press release.
As of Tuesday morning,
the contest has received
15 entries and no coins
have been found yet.

The winners will be
selected via a random
number generator and contacted on or about Oct. 15.
Winners must be physically
present with veriﬁable
identiﬁcation to pick up the
prize at PGD, Miller said.
Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com

By Earle Kimel
Staff Writer
Posted Oct 7, 2018 at 5:18 PMUpdated Oct 8, 2018 at 10:08 AM
CHARLOTTE COUNTY — Work on site preparation and infrastructure has started on a character-changing Southwest Florida
development on Charlotte Harbor, but the focus has changed, as Allegiant Travel Company will concentrate on developing its 25acre Sunseeker property — spanning both sides of U.S. 41 in Port Charlotte — as a resort hotel, placing potential condominium sales
on the back burner.
Company officials broke the news of that development shift during a mid-September presentation to a variety of investors, including
representatives from Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Barclays Bank.
Micah Richins, executive vice president and chief operating officer of Sunseeker Resorts for Allegiant Travel Company, said Friday
that the company made the change after conducting due diligence on the market.
“In reality, as conditions change, as markets change, that’s what good stewards of capital do,” said Richins, who joined Allegiant
from MGM Resorts International last spring.
In August 2017, Allegiant announced plans to build 720 condominiums and a smaller 75-room hotel as part of a master-planned
resort.
Since then, the condo and hotel mix changed, and another five acres of
waterfront property north of U.S. 41 was added.
Current plans call for construction of roughly 500 hotel rooms in a
main resort building and another 160 to 180 one-, two- and threebedroom condominium units in two towers as part of a $420 million
first phase of construction.
A formal groundbreaking for vertical construction is anticipated for
February, followed by an 18-to-24-month buildout for phase one.
Room type and amenities planned for subsequent phases will depend
on the market.
The condo units, at least initially, will be rented out to to guests,
though Richins didn’t rule out eventual sales.
The decision to veer away from sales was purely financial, Richins said.
“It really comes down to profitability on the part of the company,” he
said. “When you sell a condo, there are wonderful proceeds there — that’s not a bad business model. But when we model it, we feel
like the company would be better served by taking that inventory and being able to sell it again and again” to guests.
Original plans highlighted that condo owners could put their units in a pool for rental and split proceeds.
In the September call to investors, John Redmond, president and director of Allegiant Travel Company, said that model is less
predictable, since there’s no guarantee when condo owners would make their units available.
Revitalized waterfront

The Sunseeker resort would revitalize a long-dormant area of
waterfront that never bounced back after Hurricane Charley in 2004.
When built, it would be the largest waterfront resort of its type in
Florida.
A report from the Charlotte County Economic Development Office
released in January suggested the resort could generate $335.6
million in taxable sales over the next 10 years.
The resort could also create about 500 full-time hospitality industry
jobs. Richins has already been in contact with Charlotte Technical
College and talked with the chef about partnering with the school so
graduates could easily move on to a career at the resort.
With a 40,000- to 45,000-square-foot meeting facility, planned
public access for a waterfront boardwalk, park and restaurants,
Allegiant is also planning on courting locals in search of a novel night
out on the town or location for an event or wedding.
Richins said Allegiant also watched development spanning north
from Fort Myers and south from Sarasota and see a convergence in
Charlotte County.
“The development that’s happening in North Port, that’s a reflection of that coming from Sarasota down,” added Richins, who grew
up watching the Atlanta Braves on television and anticipates some of the visitors to the spring training complex in North Port opting
to stay at Sunseeker.
“Anything that is bringing customers into the area is of great interest to us,” he continued. “We have had the opportunity to have
basic discussions with their camp, and we’re excited about it.”
More than an airline
Officials at Allegiant, which started in 1997 as WestJet Express, market it as more than an airline, saying it’s a travel company that
specializes in leisure travel.
So, the company is banking on the concept that it can funnel many of its air travelers to Sunseeker to spend anywhere from a
weeklong vacation to a winter season getaway.
Allegiant combined to move 1.5 million people either in or out of Punta Gorda Airport in its 2018 fiscal year.
Expanding to include Tampa, Orlando and the Sarasota area — airports within a 2½-hour drive of Port Charlotte — the airline
moves between 6 and 7 million leisure customers into Florida.
Maury Gallagher, chairman of the board and CEO of Allegiant Travel Company, said in the September meeting that while business
customers aren’t likely to make hotel reservations through an airline, leisure customers are — noting that Allegiant has already done
that consistently in Las Vegas since 2002.
It helps that one can only book Allegiant Air flights through allegiant.com — that’s by design and gives the company an option to
bundle vacation packages and cut out intermediaries and associated commissions.
“The magic is being able to control distribution through the airline,” Richins said. “That’s the real benefit of building a project of this
magnitude in phases.
“We think the way we’re organizing this is going to be wildly successful.”
Richins admitted that several people have asked him and other Allegiant officials why Port Charlotte was chosen for what would be a
flagship resort.
“We happen to like this one, based on the demographics of the customers that go down there; we love the fact that we were able to
get a prime piece of real estate,” he said.
“We’re going to build a world-class operation down there, build for our customer base, which is not going to be a Ritz or Four
Seasons or that type of thing,” Gallagher said. “It’s going to be good value, someplace people want to go and stay and spend time.”
Leisure opportunities
Allegiant officials are also anticipating that the new resort will offer more appeal than resort properties in nearby Fort Myers and
Naples, many of which are 30 years old.
They also anticipate guests staying at nearby hotels visiting the Sunseeker property for dining — especially when a guest celebrity
chef is booked — and recreation opportunities.
Richins said he expects guests to explore the neighborhood and cross the river into Punta Gorda too.

“We have a little bit of time to work collaboratively with all of the individuals involved with hospitality in Port Charlotte and Punta
Gorda and make it more compelling to people,” he said.
Redmond stressed that the Sunseeker is being built to provide guests leisure opportunities, not just a roof over their head each night.
To that end, Allegiant purchased Kingsway Country Club in nearby Lake Suzy, a par 72, 18-hole championship golf course.
A 1,000-foot-long resort pool — touted as the longest in North America — would guarantee residents plenty of swimming access, as
well as a water view.
A marina is planned as a vital component as well. Though a 200-slip facility has been talked about, the exact size is still in the
planning stages.
Casino gambling — even if Florida voters approve Amendment 3, which would move the power to authorize new casino gambling
facilities from the state Legislature to the public on Nov. 6 — is not part of the plan, Richins said, though he hears that a bit.
’It’s quite appealing not to be in the gaming business anymore,” the veteran of 26-years at MGM Resorts International said, then
added the one caveat would hinge on what’s happening with sports betting.
Concepts of restaurants and shops on the Sunseeker resort property are also being determined. Richins, who attended a design
meeting Friday, said those are progressing well.
“Then you mix that with a spectacular view of Charlotte Harbor and you put all of that on the waterfront,” he continued, “that’s a
wonderful experience that we think people will be excited about.”
https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181007/focus-changes-work-begins-on-allegiants-sunseeker-resort

Hurricane Michael: ‘Business as usual’ at southwest

Florida airports despite hurricane
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport hasn’t had any delays or cancellations, but
that could change depending on the storm’s path.
As Hurricane Michael makes its way through the Panhandle, the impact on travel to and from southwest Florida
airports so far has been minimal.
Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport hasn’t had any delays or cancellations, said Lionel Guilbert, the manager of
airport operations. There’s a possibility that could change as the storm moves closer to places like Atlanta and
Charlotte, two destinations out of Sarasota-Bradenton, but nothing had been affected as of Wednesday early
afternoon.
“It’s business as usual,” Guilbert said.
At Tampa International Airport, Silver Airways flights to and from Tallahassee are cancelled, as is the airport’s one
incoming and outgoing British Airways flight. Besides a few delays, there hasn’t been much of an impact, senior
communications manager Emily Nipps said.
Everything is also business as usual at Punta Gorda Airport, marketing and communications manager Kaley Miller
said. The airport’s sole carrier, Allegiant Airlines, issued a travel advisory for Tuesday through Friday because of the
hurricane, but Punta Gorda isn’t affected. The advisory was issued for Destina, Gulfport, Mississippi, Jacksonville,
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, New Orleans, Louisiana and Savannah, Georgia.
Hurricane Michael made landfall at around 1:30 p.m. Wednesday with 155 mph winds between Mexico Beach and
Panama City.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181010/hurricane-michael-business-as-usual-at-southwestflorida-airports-despite-hurricane

Punta Gorda hero’s warbird on display at Air Show
| October 11, 2018
STAFF REPORT
In the annals of Punta Gorda history, few people shine more heroically than the Bailey siblings.
These nine siblings (seven men and two women) — Punta Gorda Airport’s Bailey Terminal are named for
them — were all participants in the 20th century’s greatest military conflict, World War II, and would go
on to distinguish themselves in the Korea and Vietnam conflicts as well.
But it was the youngest son, Lt. Charles P. Bailey Sr., born in 1918 — and the first African-American
aviator from Florida — who would become one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. A P-51C, the same
type of aircraft Lt. Bailey flew as one of the Red Tails, will be on display at the Florida International Air
Show.
The Lt. Bailey story is a fascinating one. According to several sources:
Lt. Bailey’s parents, Archie and Josephine Bailey, raised their children in Punta Gorda — which, unfortunately, provided limited opportunities
for schooling for African-American children. As a result, they had to attend schools in other communities.

Lt. Bailey attended Howard Academy in Ocala, living with a family there. He graduated, earning a football scholarship to Bethune-Cookman
College in Daytona Beach. It was the college’s founder, Mary McLeod Bethune, who was instrumental in persuading President Franklin D.
Roosevelt to open the Tuskegee Institute for the training of African-American pilots. Ms. Bethune arranged for Lt. Bailey’s transfer to Tuskegee
Institute, where he enlisted in the Army Air Corps. The lieutenant earned his wings in April 1943.
He became one of the first members of the 99th Fighter Squadron — the Tuskegee Airmen —known to the Germans as the “Black Birdmen.”
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first African-American pilots to break racial barriers and fly in combat. They escorted U.S. bombers on missions
during World War II and had the distinction of never losing a single bomber — while downing more than 1,000 enemy aircraft.

Lt. Bailey saw action all over Europe during the war. One story has it that, “While flying over the Mediterranean Sea, he was hit with shrapnel,
but the Bible he carried in the pocket of his flight suit absorbed the blast, which would have hit his heart if it weren’t for his ‘good book,’”
according to CAF Red Tail Squadron (www.redtail.org), a website honoring the Tuskegee Airmen.
Flying in “Josephine,” a P-40 Warhawk named after his mother, and later in “My Buddy,” a P-51C dedicated to his father, Lt. Bailey was
credited with shooting down two Focke-Wulf-190 German fighter planes.
Lt. Bailey was one of only 450 black pilots who saw action during the war. Sixty-six Tuskegee pilots were killed in action, and 32 became
prisoners of war during World War II.
Lt. Bailey earned the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Four Oak Clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation from flying 133 combat
missions over enemy territory.
After the war, Lt. Bailey completed his schooling at Bethune-Cookman to become an elementary school teacher. As a second career, he opened
his own funeral home.

He and his wife, Bessie, raised two sons, Charles, Jr. and James. Lt. Bailey passed away of Alzheimer’s disease in April 2001, nearly six decades
after earning his wings.
The P-51C warbird as part of the CAF Red Tail Squadron on display at the Air Show is only one exhibit of many.
Other exhibits and performers include: Randy Ball – Fighter Jets, Mohawk Air Shows, Redline Air Shows, Don Stamps Warbird Review,
Vampire Airshows de Havilland DH-115, Jerry McCart – “Homewrecker” Jet Truck and Chef Pitts.
Prior to the show on Saturday, Oct. 20, there will be the “Law Enforcement Torch Run-way 5K.” Participants will receive a general admission
ticket into Saturday’s show, along with a special Law Enforcement Torch Run-way 5K/ Air Show T-shirt. Finisher medals will be given to the
first 300 runners to enter, and placement medals for first, second and third place in women’s and men’s divisions. Florida Road Race
Management will time the run. Participants should show up at 6:30 a.m. ¦

https://charlottecounty.floridaweekly.com/articles/punta-gorda-heros-warbird-on-display-at-air-show/
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A P-51C, the same type of aircraft Tuskegee Airman Lt. Charles P. Bailey flew as
one of the Red Tails, will be on display at
the Florida International Air Show.

Punta Gorda
hero’s warbird
on display
at Air Show
STAFF REPORT

In the annals of Punta Gorda history, few people shine more heroically
than the Bailey siblings.
These nine siblings (seven men
and two women) — Punta Gorda
Airport’s Bailey Terminal are named
for them — were all participants in
the 20th century’s greatest military
conflict, World War II, and would go
on to distinguish themselves in the
Korea and Vietnam conflicts as well.
But it was the youngest son, Lt.
Charles P. Bailey Sr., born in 1918
— and the first African-American
aviator from Florida — who would
become one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. A P-51C, the same type of
aircraft Lt. Bailey flew as one of the
Red Tails, will be on display at the
Florida International Air Show.
The Lt. Bailey story is a fascinating
one. According to several sources:
Lt. Bailey’s parents, Archie and
Josephine Bailey, raised their children
in Punta Gorda — which, unfortunately, provided limited opportunities for schooling for African-American children. As a result, they had to
attend schools in other communities.
Lt. Bailey attended Howard Academy in Ocala, living with a family
there. He graduated, earning a football scholarship to Bethune-Cookman
College in Daytona Beach. It was the
college’s founder, Mary McLeod Bethune, who was instrumental in persuading President Franklin D. Roosevelt to open the Tuskegee Institute
for the training of African-American
pilots. Ms. Bethune arranged for Lt.
Bailey’s transfer to Tuskegee Institute, where he enlisted in the Army
Air Corps. The lieutenant earned his
wings in April 1943.
He became one of the first members of the 99th Fighter Squadron
— the Tuskegee Airmen —known to
the Germans as the “Black Birdmen.”
The Tuskegee Airmen were the
first African-American pilots to break
racial barriers and fly in combat.
They escorted U.S. bombers on missions during World War II and had
the distinction of never losing a single bomber — while downing more
than 1,000 enemy aircraft.
Lt. Bailey saw action all over
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A memorial plaque honoring the Bailey brothers can be found at Punta Gorda Airport.
Show is only one exhibit of many.
Other exhibits and performers
include: Randy Ball – Fighter Jets,
Mohawk Air Shows, Redline Air Shows,
Don Stamps Warbird Review, Vampire
Airshows de Havilland DH-115, Jerry
McCart – “Homewrecker” Jet Truck and
Chef Pitts.
Prior to the show on Saturday, Oct.
20, there will be the “Law Enforcement
Torch Run-way 5K.” Participants will
receive a general admission ticket into
Saturday’s show, along with a special
Law Enforcement Torch Run-way 5K/
Air Show T-shirt. Finisher medals will
be given to the first 300 runners to
enter, and placement medals for first,
second and third place in women’s and

men’s divisions. Florida Road Race Management will time the run. Participants
should show up at 6:30 a.m. ■

Florida International Air Show
>> When:
• 5:30-8:30 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 19
• Noon-3:30 p.m. (gates open at 9 a.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 20, and Sunday, Oct. 21
>> Where: Punta Gorda Airport, Challenger
Boulevard, Punta Gorda
>> Cost: Varies
>> Tickets: www.floridaairshow.com

Future funcast
FRIDAY, OCT. 19
I Florida International Air Show:
The popular show returns with
more flight demonstrations and
antique military aircraft. 5 p.m.
to about 9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to
about 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. $15-$20 ($5 for ages
3-12, free for 2 and younger).
Punta Gorda Airport, 28000
Airport
Road, Punta Gorda. 833-743-·
3427 or floridaairshow.com
20 I FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018 I THE NEWS-PRESS

GULF COASTING

NEWS-PRESS.COM I FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018 I 21
.J

Wade Tatangelo Entertainment Editor @wtatangelo
Oct 14, 2018 at 5:30 AM Oct 15, 2018 at 10:55 AM

Fun events for Sarasota, Manatee and Charlotte counties
1. Florida International Air Show
The air show’s 38th year, and the third since it was revived after a brief hiatus in 2015, will feature another bunch of awesome aircraft, fireworks
and the always popular Homewrecker Jet Truck. 4 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. (gates), air show starts at noon on Saturday and Sunday: Gates open at 9
a.m.; Punta Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda. Advance tickets are $20 for adults and children 13 and older; family four-pack of
two adult tickets and two children’s tickets available for $40 online only, includes parking. At the gate: $27 for adults and children 13 and older;
parking is $10. Info: 1-833-743-3427; floridaairshow.com
2. Sun Fiesta
Women’s Sertoma of Venice is producing Sun Fiesta for the 45th year with the event moving from Centennial Park to Venice Airport Festival
Grounds for three days of live entertainment, food court and the beloved bed races. 5-10 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday; 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday; Venice Airport Festival Grounds, 610 Airport Road, Venice; free admission and parking; womenssertoma.com/sun-fiesta
3. Big Mama’s Collard Green Fest
Part of Eat Local Week, chefs will prepare their tastiest collard greens at this popular, third annual cook-off at Newtown Farmers Market. Sample
Cajun, Creole, Southern and Caribbean cooking at this family-friendly, no-alcohol event with food available for purchase from multiple vendors.
Outside food or drinks are not allowed, but families are urged to bring lawn chairs or blankets to enjoy the food and live music. 12-6 p.m.
Saturday; Newtown Farmers Market, Robert L. Taylor Community Center, 1845 34th St., Sarasota; transitionsrq.org
4. Hunsader Farms Pumpkin Festival
For many of us, fall does not start until the return of Hunsader Farms Pumpkin Festival. Now in its 27th year, this annual event is the best spot in
Southwest Florida for pumpkin picking, pumpkin pie and other mouthwatering food such as roasted sweet corn plus an array of family-friendly
activities and entertainment. Be sure to check out the corn maze ($2 extra), train ride ($2-$3 extra), live shows, hayrides, scarecrow displays,
petting zoo and the frog-jumping championship. 9 a.m. 5 p.m. this Saturday and Sunday as well as Oct. 27-28; Hunsader Farms, 5500 C.R. 675,
Bradenton; $10 admission (children age 12 and younger free); $5 parking; 941-322-2168; hunsaderfarms.com
5. Fruitville Grove Pumpkin Festival
Now in its 30th year, Sarasota’s best pumpkin festival features free admission, parking, petting zoo, playground, live music and decorated photo
spots. Individual rides and activity booths, including pony rides, rock wall, bounce house, and pumpkin painting, cost between $2 and $7, cash
only for most. Costume contest every Saturday at 1 p.m. Pie eating contest 1 p.m. every Sunday. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays in
October; Fruitville Grove, 7410 Fruitville Road, Sarasota; 941-377-0896; fruitvillegrove.com
Find more featured events at ticketsarasota.com.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181014/top-5-things-to-do-this-week-in-sarasota-bradenton-venice-1015-20
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Tuskegee Airmen exhibit at Port Charlotte mall
By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

I

FROM TUSKEGEEAIRMENART.COM

This painting by Stan Stokes depicts Charles Bailey with his P-40
Warhawk, “Josephine,” named for his mother.

t’s a story about rising
above in more ways than
one.
During World War II, the
99th Fighter Squadron was
formed. The team that provided ﬁghter coverage for U.S.
bombers and played a vital
role in the Allied victory was
also the ﬁrst all-black pilot
squadron of the U.S. Army Air
Force. They are known as the
Tuskegee Airmen.
The Florida International
Air Show is honoring the
Tuskegee Airmen this year by
providing Charlotte County
residents a sneak peek of

one of their
exhibits
today and
For more on
Thursday
this tribute,
before the
see Viewpoint
big weekend.
page 6
The “Rise
Above” exhibit, which will be on display
at the Port Charlotte Town
Center mall, is a mobile movie
theater that will transport the
audience into “what it was like
to be a black airman during
WWII,” said the CAF Red
Tail Squadron, the nonproﬁt
organization that puts on the
exhibit, in a press release.
“It was the Tuskegee Airmen
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that broke that glass
ceiling,” said Dana Carr,
president of the Florida
International Air Show.
“They did so much and
overcame such adversity,
it’s just amazing.”
The exhibit will also
be available during
the show, along with a
special P-51c Mustang
show.
One of these historic
trailblazers was Lt.
Charles Bailey, who was
the ﬁrst black aviator
from Florida to become
a Tuskegee Airman.
Bailey, along with his
six brothers, grew up in
Punta Gorda and are the
namesake of Punta Gorda
Airport’s Bailey Terminal.
The seven Bailey brothers
served in the Army, Navy,
Marines, Coast Guard
and the Air Force. Six of
them served during World
War II, and the youngest
brother, Carl Bailey,
served in the Korean War,
according to information
provided by the airshow.
Lt. Charles Bailey
was one of 450 black
pilots who saw action
during the war. Before
the Allied invasion of
Sicily, his squadron was
attached to an all-white
unit and started ﬂying
bomber escort missions
in July 1943. He was
credited with two aerial
victories and ﬂew a total
of 133 missions for the
Mediterranean Theater
of Operations, which
covered North Africa and
Italy during the war. For
his service, he earned
the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Air Medal,
Four Oak Clusters and

SUN PHOTO BY LIZ HARDAWAY

Terry and Jeanette Hollis, the tour managers for CAF Red Tail
Squadron, pose in front of the exhibit.
the Presidential Unit
Citation.
Though the Bailey
brothers were alive at the
perfect time to train at
the Punta Gorda Army
Air Field, the days of
segregation sent them
elsewhere. In fact, the
brothers traveled to other
communities “far away”
as Punta Gorda did not
have schools for black
children, according to the
information provided.
“Their story for
overcoming adversity
resonates with us,” said
airshow spokesperson
Steve Lineberry. “They
were true American
heroes.”
The Punta Gorda Army
Airﬁeld is celebrating
its 75th anniversary this
year. The Army Air Corps
established the air ﬁeld to
train pilots for overseas
duties and trained over
750 student pilots.
Sixty-two years after
Bailey was awarded his
Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Bailey Terminal
was constructed on the
airﬁeld, named after him
and his six brothers. The
57,400-square-foot building currently provides

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Bailey family

IF YOU GO
The “Rise Above” exhibit is
on display today and Thursday
near the main entrance of the
Port Charlotte Town Center
mall in front of Ruby Tuesday’s.
• Students: 9 a.m. to noon
• General Public: noon to
7 p.m.
• Admission is free.
service for private and
commercial aviation,
having served a total of
1,188,534 passengers this
year. The terminal has a
plaque celebrating the
brothers.
Displayed in a large
panoramic theater, the
exhibit’s 30-minute movie
puts viewers in the pilot
seat of a P-51c Mustang
aircraft, which the
Tuskegee Airmen used
to escort bombers into
Germany, Lineberry said.
“It’s the closest thing
you can get (to ﬂying)
without getting off the
ground,” Carr said.
Thursday, visitors of the
exhibit will get to meet
George Hardy, a Tuskegee
Airman from Sarasota.
The “Rise Above” exhibit is at the Port Charlotte
Town Center mall today
and Thursday. The hours
for the general public are
from noon to 7 p.m., and
schoolchildren will be
shuttled from 9 a.m. to
noon to experience the
exhibit, Lineberry said.
The exhibit will also be
available at the airshow
Saturday and Sunday all
day. If participants come
early, they can get close
and personal with the
P-51c Mustang displayed
near the exhibit. At
1 p.m., the ramp with the
plane will close to prepare
for the show. Admission
to the exhibit is free.
Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com
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A tribute to
Tuskegee
Airmen

H

ow ﬁtting.
This weekend’s Florida
International Air Show
will pay tribute to the 99th Fighter
Squadron, dubbed the Tuskegee
Airmen. The all-black squadron
of elite pilots included Lt. Charles
Bailey, who was the ﬁrst black
aviator from Florida to become
a Tuskegee Airman. Bailey, along
with his six brothers, grew up in
Punta Gorda and are the namesake
of Punta Gorda Airport’s Bailey
Terminal, as reported in a Sun story
today by Liz Hardaway.
The World War II exploits of
these famed pilots were credited
with turning the skies over to the
Allied Forces, whose bombers were
protected by the Tuskegee Airmen.
Six of the seven Bailey brothers
served during World War II, and the
youngest brother, Carl Bailey, served
in the Korean War. This week’s
special exhibit to honor the brothers
is not only a ﬁne tribute but an opportunity for young and old to learn
a little history about World War II,
the Tuskegee Airmen and the Punta
Gorda-raised brothers who felt an
obligation to serve their country.
The “Rise Above” exhibit, which
includes a 30-minute ﬁlm, will be
on display at the Port Charlotte
Town Center today and Thursday
and then will move to the airport for
this weekend’s air show. It’s all set
up in a mobile movie theater with
a goal of showing the audience the
experiences of black airmen during
World War II.
“They did so much and overcame
such adversity, it’s just amazing,”
said Dana Carr, president of the
Florida International Air Show.
For a different kind of thrill we
recommend both this weekend’s air
show and the “Rise Above” exhibit.
Kudos to the air show committee
for pairing up this exhibit and what
promises to be an exciting display of
aircraft this weekend.
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The CAF Red Tail Squadron is committed to telling the inspirational story of the Tuskegee Airmen, America’s ﬁrst black military pilots and their support personnel.

Air Show offers smooth landing
By RUSTY PRAY

LET’S GO CORRESPONDENT
What happens on the
ground is important.
Sure, the Florida
International Air Show, set
for Oct. 19-21 at Punta Gorda
Airport, is all about what’s
going on in the air. From
the recently booked Dash
AeroSports L-39 jet to the
MiG, to the Grumman OV-1
Mohawk attack aircraft, the
sky is the stage.

IF YOU GO
The Florida International Air Show
will be held Oct. 19-21 at the Punta
Gorda Airport, 28000 Airport Road.
For more information or tickets
visit www.FloridaAirShow.com or call
833-PGD-FIAS.
But organizers this year
have taken a long, hard look at
enhancing what they call the
“guest experience.” This year,
parking will be easier, and
the entrance gate will be right

Use promo code SUN to receive
a 15 percent discount on general
admission tickets. Expires Oct. 17.
Does not include taxes and fees or
other ticket packages.
at the ﬂight line, eliminating
much of the hassle and long
walks associated with previous
Air Shows. For those who have
purchased tickets online, a
special express gate will be
set up so they can bypass the
ticket line.
Ticket prices vary. Discounts

for advance tickets are
available.
“We have expanded and
improved the venue to include
close-in parking and a new
spectator gate that comes
right into the ﬂight line,” said
Dana Carr, board president.
“We’ve redone the entire
parking area, and as soon as
you walk in the gate, you’re at
the ﬂight line.”
There will be more static
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AIR SHOW PERFORMERS
(in no particular order)
Dash Aerosports Racing Team — L-39 Jet
Randy Ball — Fighter Jets
Mohawk Air Shows — Grumman OV-1 Mohawk
Don Stamp’s War Bird Review
Vampire Airshows de Havilland DH-115
Jerry McCart — “Homewrecker” Jet Truck
CAF Red Tail Squadron
Chef Pitts — Pitts S1S Biplane
*subject to change

COVER STORY

AIR

The Pitts S1S. Chef Pitts built it in his garage over a three year
period while he was working as a professional chef.
Meet them at the Air Show:
2019 Hooters Calendar Girls
Hooters of Port Charlotte is proud to participate in the Florida
International Air Show at the Punta Gorda Airport on Saturday, Oct. 20.
Several 2019 Hooters Calendar Girls will be at the event for a calendar
signing from 10 a.m. to noon. Come meet Miss February, Hailey Slobodzianand, Port Charlotte Hooters Calendar Girls Tara Miranda and Kimberly
Ferguson, and Southwest Florida Calendar Girls Alyssa Duckett, Barbara
Jay, Jaimee Howes and Jennifer Mara.
There will also be an opportunity during the signing to participate
in Hooters Operation Calendar Drop program. Operation Calendar Drop
allows guests to purchase a Hooters Calendar and attach a personal note
of thanks to our troops and is distributed to local military bases, VFWs,
Veteran’s Administration Hospitals and other military affiliated organizations across the country.
“We look forward to being a part of this year’s Florida International
Air Show,” said Hooters of Port Charlotte general manager Bryon Holley.
Hooters will also be giving out buy 10 wings and get 10 boneless
wings vouchers at the event.
Source-Hooters of Port Charlotte

AIR SHOW SCHEDULE
Friday
Gates open at 5 p.m.
Performances from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
The evening show features aircraft displays,
aircraft performances and a finale fireworks show.
Saturday and Sunday
Gates open at 9 a.m.
Performances: Noon to 3:30 p.m.
Exact performance schedules will not be announced as these
times are subject to change. Please note: there are several
factors that affect the schedule such as weather, aircraft
concerns, and other circumstances beyond control of the Florida
International Air Show.
PHOTOS PROVIDED

Scott Farnsworth will be ﬂying for Dash Aerosports Racing Team
at this year’s air show.
Airport.
And just to show high
speed can be achieved
at ground level, Jerry
McCart will bring his
“Homewrecker” jet
truck to the show.
Other land-based
events include the
Law Enforcement
Torch Run-way 5K. It’s
a fundraiser for the
Special Olympics and
will go off Saturday
morning.
Precision Exotics will
bring a Lamborghini
and a Ferrari to race
a jet. It’s also possible
to buy a ride in one of
the cars as it traverses
a motocross course on
the runway.
The Air Show, in its
37th year, is acknowledging the 75th anniversary
of the airport’s inception
as an Army air base. The
show beneﬁts nonproﬁts
in Charlotte County,
many of which will have
a presLGairshow101718LGXgall-volunteer organization that relies on
about 400 volunteers to
put on the show. It drew
35,000 last year, and Carr
wants more.
“We have more to see
in the air than we’ve ever
had before, and more to
see and do on the ground
than we’re ever had
before,” he said. “We want
to be a family-friendly
event that draws not only
locals, but folks from
neighboring areas.”
With its many volunteers, the Air Show offers
a community aspect
unlike other events in its
genre, Lineberry believes.
“Your neighbor wants

you to enjoy the Air
Show,” he said. “Your
neighbor wants you to
have a good time.”
For more information,
go to www.ﬂoridaairshow.
com.
Use promo code SUN
to receive a 15 percent
discount on general
admission tickets. Expires
Oct. 17. Does not include
taxes and fees or other
ticket packages.
• In case of rain
“We have a policy that
if a show is canceled
because of weather
conditions, if it happens
on Friday ticketholders
can come back Saturday
or Sunday. If it happens
Saturday, they can use
their ticket to come back
Sunday. If it happens
on Sunday, they can
use their tickets for
the following year.”

BR-0764

“Everything we do,
we want to enhance
people’s experience
FROM PAGE 1
at the Air Show,” said
displays, food provided by Steve Lineberry, its
marketing director.
the same caterer used by
“The pilots are going
the Rays for their spring
training games at Charlotte to do their thing, and
they’re going to do
Sports Park, lower prices
on water, more shade and it very well. We have
to match that on the
eight golf-cart trams that
ground.”
will have speciﬁc pick-up
The Air Show this
and drop-off points.
In another new twist, the year is offering a nice
mix of speed, power
performers’ aircraft will
and technique.
be available to the public
“We have so many
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. on
performers,” Carr said.
Saturday and Sunday. It
For instance, Dash
will be like a car show,
Aerosports, which is
but the vehicles will have
based in Palm Beach,
wings.
“You can see the aircraft, will supply lots of
velocity with its L-39
talk to the performers
while they’re getting ready, high-performance jet
trainer, Randy Ball, who
take selﬁes,” Carr smiled.
last appeared in Punta
And just to give it
Gorda in 2016, returns
all a little island flair,
with his MiG-17F.
Tiki Tom and L.A. will
The Grumman OV-1
perform for an hour at
will provide plenty of
the Tiki Bar after the
thump, and the War
Saturday and Sunday
shows. What better way Birds will bring their
throaty growl to the
to avoid the post-show
sky above Punta Gorda
rush to the gate?
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Patted down for the whole world to see
| October 17, 2018
stephanieDAVIS
sdavis@floridaweekly.com
I was searched at the airport — again — last week.
It never fails. I either have to walk through the metal detector three times
before I register clear, or my backpack is searched. Or the contents of my
carry-on luggage are rifled.
I don’t fly all that often — maybe two or three times a year, but when I do, I
prepare well. Knowing I’ll likely be stopped by TSA, I arrive at the airport at
least two hours early.
I bag anything that might resemble liquid (including my tube of hand cream
and my throat spray) into Ziploc baggies. I wear slip-on sandals regardless of
what climate I’m flying into because they’re easy to slide off and put on the
conveyor belt at security. (Have you ever been in line at TSA and the person
in front of you is wearing lace-up knee-high boots? I have and it’s grueling.)
I try to be minimal with my jewelry. I try not to look suspicious or unruly.
And yet, I’ve had my (rather expensive) face lotion confiscated, as well as more vials of perfume than I can remember. I’ve had to remove all my
jewelry, including plastic earrings. One time, they even took my liquid Pepto-Bismol after I had put it in a three-ounce container. Not a pleasant
experience for someone who is prone to motion sickness.
I get why it’s important, trust me. I’ve always been a nervous flier — I don’t call airplanes claustrophobic, airless, metal tubes that hurl across the
sky for nothing. After 9/11, it took years for me to venture onto an aircraft. But as talk show host John Oliver famously said, “One failed attempt
at a shoe bomb, and we all have to take our shoes off at the airport, yet there’s been 31 school shootings since Columbine and there’s been no
change in the regulation of guns.”
I used to wear my hair in a loose bun to the airport, but after having my bun picked apart by uniformed women wearing green rubber gloves, I
now wear my hair down and put it up after passing through security.
I’ve learned other tips — my stepsister gave me an Alex and Ani bracelet that I love, but one TSA agent helpfully told me that the brand sets off
the metal detector every time. And since I do have a few face creams and other toiletries, I usually check my bags these days rather than bother
with a carry-on.
But a couple of weeks ago, before a flight out of Punta Gorda Airport, I failed my security check on all fronts.
I was extra-nervous that it was my first time flying out of the little airport. My husband and I were on our way to a wedding in Tennessee and we
were running late for the flight.
First, I walked through the metal detector with my Alex and Ani bracelet and set it off. I removed it and something (maybe my watch) set it off
again. I took off the watch and my gold stud earrings. I walked through again and it beeped loudly. “Sorry,” said the TSA agent, “if it goes off
three times in a row, we have to do a pat down. Would you like to go into a private room?”
“Um, NO,” I said vehemently. If I was going to get patted, it would be for God and the whole world to see.
It was actually more of a rub down and felt pretty icky. She went from waist to ankles and then had me do a lunge (I hate lunges at the gym, so I
certainly don’t enjoy them in airports), so that she could access “the groin area.” When it was over, I never wanted a vodka and soda so badly in
my entire life, but instead, I was sent to the area where my backpack was being searched. When they found the offending, unopened 6-ounce
bottle of ZzzQuil and went to test it, I just told the agent to toss it. Our plane was boarding and at that point, a cocktail was more important to me
than my over-the-counter asleep aid.
I refuse to bow to paranoia and assume I’m on some sort of TSA list, but next time I go to the airport, I will be unadorned and wearing active
wear — just in case lunges are required. ¦
https://fortmyers.floridaweekly.com/articles/patted-down-for-the-whole-world-to-see/

Vicki Dean Correspondent @vdeanfla
Oct 17, 2018 at 5:30 AM Oct 17, 2018 at 1:18 PM

Event at Punta Gorda Airport in Charlotte County is Friday through Sunday
It’s only fitting that a P-51C Red Tail Mustang will buzz across the skies over the airport this weekend at the Florida International Air Show.
After all, the Punta Gorda Airport terminal is named after the Baileys, an African-American family from Charlotte County who sent seven sons to
the military to fight in three wars: World War II, Korea and Vietnam. Charles Bailey flew with the legendary Tuskegee Airmen, and was shot
down twice in WWII.
Charles Bailey went on to fly 133 combat missions over enemy territory and is credited with the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Four
Oak Clusters, and the Presidential Unit Citation.
The CAF Redtail Squadron, a nonprofit educational foundation, also will present the “RISE ABOVE” free exhibit that includes a motivational
film about the Tuskegee Airmen, who defied all odds to fly in the then-segregated armed forces. The exhibit and mobile theater will be open this
weekend at the air show, and from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday at the Port Charlotte Town Center Mall.
“You’ve got to understand the adversity they had to overcome and the hurdles they had. It’s vitally important to our history that we know about
these things that we can move forward,” said Dana Carr, president of the air show’s board of directors.
Children who attend the Rise Above exhibit get a set of red motivational dog-tags inscribed with the CAF Redtail Squadron’s motto: “Aim high,
believe in yourself, use your brain, be ready to go, never quit and expect to win.”
“They want them to know that if you want to be an astronaut or if you want to be president of the United States, there’s room for you to work
toward doing that,” Carr said.
This is the air show’s 38th year, and the third since it was revived after a brief hiatus in 2015. The now-thriving commercial airport, which began
as a military airfield to train pilots during WWII, is celebrating its 75th anniversary.
Carr, who is a co-owner of Air Trek, has attended every air show, including the first one in 1981 that featured the U.S. Navy Blue Angels flying
in a one-day show. This is Carr’s third year on the all-volunteer FIAS board of directors and his first as president.
“Last year we had a record year,” he said of the 35,000 spectators who came to the reconfigured air show grounds. “Just come and have a good
time and see these beautiful aircraft. These are flying pieces of history. You can go to a museum and see these aircraft, and that’s cool. But to see
them actually fly and perform — that’s awesome.”
All of the proceeds from the event go to 23 local charities. And looking ahead, Carr says the show is poised to break all attendance records next
year.
Mark your calendars for 2019 when the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds will screech across the skies from Nov. 1-3 in a triumphant return to the
Florida International Air Show.
HIGHLIGHTS
Friday night’s show is heavy on pyrotechnics, from the wings of the aircraft, the Homewrecker Ford 650 Jet Truck and fireworks at the night
finale.
The performers
If you feel the need for speed, the air show is the place to be.
Among the aircraft scheduled to perform are Randy Ball’s MiG-17 Fighterjet; “American Dream,” a rebuilt Curtiss P-40; Vampire Air Show’s
Havilland DH-115; Mohawk Air Show’s Grumman OV-1; and Chef Pitts’ S1S home-built biplane. Late additions include Scott Farnsworth
flying the Dash Aerobatic L39 Jet and two U.S. Coast Guard aircraft.
“Your chest will rattle from the noise of the aircraft,” Carr said.
The always popular Homewrecker Jet Truck will spit fire as it speeds down the runway. Watch for a special event this year, as Precision Exotics
races Lamborghinis vs. jets.

Arrive early
Runners are invited to join the Law Enforcement Runway 5-K Torch Run at 7 a.m. Saturday on the airport grounds. Entrance fee is $40, which
includes a T-shirt and one-day admission to the air show.
Early arrivers both weekend days can tour select airplanes on static display and meet the crews.
Stay late
For the first time, the After Show After Party will allow spectators to chill while they dodge the traffic and enjoy live music, food and drink in the
Parrotheads’ Tiki Hut. Entertainment will be by Tiki Tom and L.A. Food vendors will stay open after hours, as will static displays and the
children’s play space.

https://www.heraldtribune.com/news/20181017/florida-international-air-show-paying-tribute-to-tuskegee-airmen-in-punta-gorda
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Punta Gorda hero’s warbird on display at Air Show
STAFF REPORT

In the annals of Punta Gorda history,
few people shine more heroically than
the Bailey siblings.
These nine siblings (seven men and
two women) — Punta Gorda Airport’s
Bailey Terminal are named for them
— were all participants in the 20th century’s greatest military conflict, World
War II, and would go on to distinguish
themselves in the Korea and Vietnam
conflicts as well.
But it was the youngest son, Lt. Charles
P. Bailey Sr., born in 1918 — and the first
African-American aviator from Florida
— who would become one of the legend-

ary Tuskegee Airmen. A P-51C, the same
type of aircraft Lt. Bailey flew as one of
the Red Tails, will be on display at the
Florida International Air Show.
The Lt. Bailey story is a fascinating
one. According to several sources:
Lt. Bailey’s parents, Archie and Josephine Bailey, raised their children in
Punta Gorda — which, unfortunately, provided limited opportunities for
schooling for African-American children. As a result, they had to attend
schools in other communities.
Lt. Bailey attended Howard Academy
in Ocala, living with a family there. He
graduated, earning a football scholarship
to Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona

Beach. It was the college’s founder, Mary
McLeod Bethune, who was instrumental
in persuading President Franklin D. Roosevelt to open the Tuskegee Institute for
the training of African-American pilots.
Ms. Bethune arranged for Lt. Bailey’s
transfer to Tuskegee Institute, where
he enlisted in the Army Air Corps. The
lieutenant earned his wings in April 1943.
He became one of the first members of
the 99th Fighter Squadron — the Tuskegee Airmen —known to the Germans as
the “Black Birdmen.”
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first
African-American pilots to break racial
barriers and fly in combat. They escorted U.S. bombers on missions during

COURTESY PHOTO

One of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen’s P51C Red Tails.

FORT MYERS FLORIDA WEEKLY
World War II, and had the distinction
of never losing a single bomber — while
downing more than 1,000 enemy aircraft.
Lt. Bailey saw action all over Europe
during the war. One story has it that,
“While flying over the Mediterranean Sea,
he was hit with shrapnel, but the Bible he
carried in the pocket of his flight suit
absorbed the blast, which
would have hit his heart if it
weren’t for his ‘good book,’”
according to CAF Red Tail
Squadron
(www.redtail.
org), a website honoring the
Tuskegee Airmen.
Flying in “Josephine,”
a P-40 Warhawk named
after his mother, and later
in “My Buddy,” a P-51C
dedicated to his father, Lt.
Bailey was credited with
shooting down two FockeWulf-190 German fighter planes.
Lt. Bailey was one of only 450 black
pilots who saw action during the war.
Sixty-six Tuskegee pilots were killed in
action, and 32 became prisoners of war
during World War II.
Lt. Bailey earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Four Oak
Clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation from flying 133 combat missions
over enemy territory.
He flew 133 combat missions over
enemy territory and is credited with
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air
Medal, Four Oak Clusters, and the Presidential Unit Citation for his service to
our country.
After the war, Lt. Bailey completed
his schooling at Bethune-Cookman to
become an elementary school teacher.
As a second career, he opened his own
funeral home.
He and his wife, Bessie, raised two
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sons, Charles Jr. and James. Lt. Bailey
passed away of Alzheimer’s disease in
April 2001, nearly six decades after earning his wings.
The P-51C warbird as part of the CAF
Red Tail Squadron on display at the Air
Show is only one exhibit of many.
Other exhibits and performers include:
Randy Ball – Fighter Jets,
Mohawk Air Shows, Redline Air Shows, Don Stamps
Warbird Review, Vampire
Airshows de Havilland
DH-115, Jerry McCart –
“Homewrecker” Jet Truck
and Chef Pitts.
Prior to the show on Saturday, Oct. 20, there will
be the “Law Enforcement
Torch Run-way 5K.” Participants will receive a general admission ticket into
Saturday’s show, along with a special
Law Enforcement Torch Run-way 5K/
Air Show T-shirt. Finisher medals will
be given to the first 300 runners to
enter, and placement medals for first,
second and third place in women’s and
men’s divisions. Florida Road Race Management will time the run. Participants
should show up at 6:30 a.m. ■

Florida International Air Show
>> When:
• 5:30-8:30 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 19
• Noon-3:30 p.m. (gates open at 9 a.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 20, and Sunday, Oct. 21
>> Where: Punta Gorda Airport, Challenger
Boulevard, Punta Gorda
>> Cost: Varies
>> Tickets: www.floridaairshow.com
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Patted down for the whole world to see
stephanieDAVIS
sdavis@floridaweekly.com

I was searched at the airport — again
— last week.
It never fails. I either have to walk
through the metal detector three times
before I register clear, or my backpack
is searched. Or the contents of my
carry-on luggage are rifled.
I don’t fly all that often — maybe two
or three times a year, but when I do,
I prepare well. Knowing I’ll likely be
stopped by TSA, I arrive at the airport
at least two hours early.
I bag anything that might resemble liquid (including my tube of hand
cream and my throat spray) into Ziploc
baggies. I wear slip-on sandals regardless of what climate I’m flying into
because they’re easy to slide off and
put on the conveyer belt at security.
(Have you ever been in line at TSA and
the person in front of you is wearing
lace-up knee-high boots? I have and it’s
grueling.)
I try to be minimal with my jewelry.
I try not to look suspicious or unruly.
And yet, I’ve had my (rather expensive) face lotion confiscated, as well
as more vials of perfume than I can
remember. I’ve had to remove all my
jewelry, including plastic earrings. One
time, they even took my liquid PeptoBismol after I had put it in a threeounce container. Not a pleasant experience for someone who is prone to
motion sickness.

I get why it’s important,
trust me. I’ve always been a
nervous flier — I don’t call airplanes claustrophobic, airless,
metal tubes that hurl across
the sky for nothing. After 9/11,
it took years for me to venture onto an aircraft. But as
talk show host John Oliver
famously said, “One failed
attempt at a shoe bomb, and
we all have to take our shoes
off at the airport, yet there’s
been 31 school shootings since
Columbine and there’s been
no change in the regulation
of guns.”
I used to wear my hair in a
loose bun to the airport, but
after having my bun picked
apart by uniformed women
wearing green rubber gloves,
I now wear my hair down and
put it up after passing through
security.
I’ve learned other tips — my stepsister gave me an Alex and Ani bracelet
that I love, but one TSA agent helpfully told me that the brand sets off the
metal detector every time. And since
I do have a few face creams and other
toiletries, I usually check my bags these
days rather than bother with a carry-on.
But a couple of weeks ago, before
a flight out of Punta Gorda Airport, I
failed my security check on all fronts.
I was extra-nervous that it was my
first time flying out of the little airport.
My husband and I were on our way to
a wedding in Tennessee and we were
running late for the flight.

First, I walked through the metal
detector with my Alex and Ani bracelet
and set it off. I removed it and something (maybe my watch) set it off again.
I took off the watch and my gold stud
earrings. I walked through again and
it beeped loudly. “Sorry,” said the TSA
agent, “if it goes off three times in a row,
we have to do a pat down. Would you
like to go into a private room?”
“Um, NO,” I said vehemently. If I was
going to get patted, it would be for God
and the whole world to see.
It was actually more of a rub down
and felt pretty icky. She went from waist
to ankles and then had me do a lunge (I
hate lunges at the gym, so I certainly

don’t enjoy them in airports), so that
she could access “the groin area.” When
it was over, I never wanted a vodka
and soda so badly in my entire life, but
instead, I was sent to the area where my
backpack was being searched. When
they found the offending, unopened
6-ounce bottle of ZzzQuil and went to
test it, I just told the agent to toss it. Our
plane was boarding and at that point, a
cocktail was more important to me than
my over-the-counter asleep aid.
I refuse to bow to paranoia and
assume I’m on some sort of TSA list,
but next time I go to the airport, I will be
unadorned and wearing active wear —
just in case lunges are required. ■
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Patted down for the whole world to see
stephanieDAVIS
sdavis@floridaweekly.com

I was searched at the airport — again
— last week.
It never fails. I either have to walk
through the metal detector three times
before I register clear, or my backpack
is searched. Or the contents of my
carry-on luggage are rifled.
I don’t fly all that often — maybe two
or three times a year, but when I do,
I prepare well. Knowing I’ll likely be
stopped by TSA, I arrive at the airport
at least two hours early.
I bag anything that might resemble liquid (including my tube of hand
cream and my throat spray) into Ziploc
baggies. I wear slip-on sandals regardless of what climate I’m flying into
because they’re easy to slide off and
put on the conveyer belt at security.
(Have you ever been in line at TSA and
the person in front of you is wearing
lace-up knee-high boots? I have and it’s
grueling.)
I try to be minimal with my jewelry.
I try not to look suspicious or unruly.
And yet, I’ve had my (rather expensive) face lotion confiscated, as well
as more vials of perfume than I can
remember. I’ve had to remove all my
jewelry, including plastic earrings. One
time, they even took my liquid PeptoBismol after I had put it in a threeounce container. Not a pleasant experience for someone who is prone to
motion sickness.

I get why it’s important,
ttrust me. I’ve always been a
n
nervous flier — I don’t call airp
planes claustrophobic, airless,
m
metal tubes that hurl across
tthe sky for nothing. After 9/11,
it took years for me to venture onto an aircraft. But as
talk show host John Oliver
famously said, “One failed
attempt at a shoe bomb, and
we all have to take our shoes
off at the airport, yet there’s
been 31 school shootings since
Columbine and there’s been
no change in the regulation
of guns.”
I used to wear my hair in a
loose bun to the airport, but
after having my bun picked
apart by uniformed women
wearing green rubber gloves,
I now wear my hair down and
put it up after passing through
security.
I’ve learned other tips — my stepsister gave me an Alex and Ani bracelet
that I love, but one TSA agent helpfully told me that the brand sets off the
metal detector every time. And since
I do have a few face creams and other
toiletries, I usually check my bags these
days rather than bother with a carry-on.
But a couple of weeks ago, before
a flight out of Punta Gorda Airport, I
failed my security check on all fronts.
I was extra-nervous that it was my
first time flying out of the little airport.
My husband and I were on our way to
a wedding in Tennessee, and we were
running late for the flight.

First, I walked through the metal
detector with my Alex and Ani bracelet
and set it off. I removed it, and something (maybe my watch) set it off again.
I took off the watch and my gold stud
earrings. I walked through again and
it beeped loudly. “Sorry,” said the TSA
agent, “if it goes off three times in a row,
we have to do a pat down. Would you
like to go into a private room?”
“Um, NO,” I said vehemently. If I was
going to get patted, it would be for God
and the whole world to see.
It was actually more of a rub down
and felt pretty icky. She went from waist
to ankles and then had me do a lunge (I
hate lunges at the gym, so I certainly

don’t enjoy them in airports), so that
she could access “the groin area.” When
it was over, I never wanted a vodka
and soda so badly in my entire life, but
instead, I was sent to the area where my
backpack was being searched. When
they found the offending, unopened
6-ounce bottle of ZzzQuil and went to
test it, I just told the agent to toss it. Our
plane was boarding and at that point, a
cocktail was more important to me than
my over-the-counter asleep aid.
I refuse to bow to paranoia and
assume I’m on some sort of TSA list,
but next time I go to the airport, I will be
unadorned and wearing active wear —
just in case lunges are required. ■
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WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO
FRIDAY10.19
Air Show - The Florida International
Air Show runs today through Sunday at
the Punta Gorda Airport. 28000 Airport
Road, Punta Gorda. www.floridaairshow.com.
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Patted down for the whole world to see
stephanieDAVIS
sdavis@floridaweekly.com

I was searched at the airport — again
— last week.
It never fails. I either have to walk
through the metal detector three times
before I register clear, or my backpack
is searched. Or the contents of my
carry-on luggage are rifled.
I don’t fly all that often — maybe two
or three times a year, but when I do,
I prepare well. Knowing I’ll likely be
stopped by TSA, I arrive at the airport
at least two hours early.
I bag anything that might resemble liquid (including my tube of hand
cream and my throat spray) into Ziploc
baggies. I wear slip-on sandals regardless of what climate I’m flying into
because they’re easy to slide off and
put on the conveyer belt at security.
(Have you ever been in line at TSA and
the person in front of you is wearing
lace-up knee-high boots? I have and it’s
grueling.)
I try to be minimal with my jewelry.
I try not to look suspicious or unruly.
And yet, I’ve had my (rather expensive) face lotion confiscated, as well
as more vials of perfume than I can
remember. I’ve had to remove all my
jewelry, including plastic earrings. One
time, they even took my liquid PeptoBismol after I had put it in a threeounce container. Not a pleasant experience for someone who is prone to
motion sickness.

I get why it’s important,
trust me. I’ve always been a
nervous flier — I don’t call airplanes claustrophobic, airless,
metal tubes that hurl across
the sky for nothing. After 9/11,
it took years for me to venture onto an aircraft. But as
talk show host John Oliver
famously said, “One failed
attempt at a shoe bomb, and
we all have to take our shoes
off at the airport, yet there’s
been 31 school shootings since
Columbine and there’s been
no change in the regulation
of guns.”
I used to wear my hair in a
loose bun to the airport, but
after having my bun picked
apart by uniformed women
wearing green rubber gloves,
I now wear my hair down and
put it up after passing through
security.
I’ve learned other tips — my stepsister gave me an Alex and Ani bracelet
that I love, but one TSA agent helpfully told me that the brand sets off the
metal detector every time. And since
I do have a few face creams and other
toiletries, I usually check my bags these
days rather than bother with a carry-on.
But a couple of weeks ago, before
a flight out of Punta Gorda Airport, I
failed my security check on all fronts.
I was extra-nervous that it was my
first time flying out of the little airport.
My husband and I were on our way to
a wedding in Tennessee and we were
running late for the flight.
First, I walked through the metal

detector with my Alex and Ani bracelet
and set it off. I removed it and something (maybe my watch) set it off again.
I took off the watch and my gold stud
earrings. I walked through again and
it beeped loudly. “Sorry,” said the TSA
agent, “if it goes off three times in a row,
we have to do a pat down. Would you
like to go into a private room?”
“Um, NO,” I said vehemently. If I was
going to get patted, it would be for God
and the whole world to see.
It was actually more of a rub down
and felt pretty icky. She went from waist
to ankles and then had me do a lunge (I
hate lunges at the gym, so I certainly
don’t enjoy them in airports), so that

she could access “the groin area.” When
it was over, I never wanted a vodka
and soda so badly in my entire life, but
instead, I was sent to the area where my
backpack was being searched. When
they found the offending, unopened
6-ounce bottle of ZzzQuil and went to
test it, I just told the agent to toss it. Our
plane was boarding and at that point, a
cocktail was more important to me than
my over-the-counter asleep aid.
I refuse to bow to paranoia and
assume I’m on some sort of TSA list,
but next time I go to the airport, I will be
unadorned and wearing active wear —
just in case lunges are required. ■
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Punta Gorda hero’s warbird on display at Air Show
STAFF REPORT

In the annals of Punta Gorda history,
few people shine more heroically than
the Bailey siblings.
These nine siblings (seven men and
two women) — Punta Gorda Airport’s
Bailey Terminal are named for them
— were all participants in the 20th century’s greatest military conflict, World
War II, and would go on to distinguish
themselves in the Korea and Vietnam
conflicts as well.
But it was the youngest son, Lt. Charles
P. Bailey Sr., born in 1918 — and the first
African-American aviator from Florida
— who would become one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. A P-51C, the same
type of aircraft Lt. Bailey flew as one of
the Red Tails, will be on display at the

Florida International Air Show.
ley’s transfer to Tuskegee Institute,
The Lt. Bailey story is a fasciwhere he enlisted in the Army Air
nating one. According to several
Corps. The lieutenant earned his
sources:
wings in April 1943.
Lt. Bailey’s parents, Archie and
He became one of the first
Josephine Bailey, raised their chilmembers of the 99th Fighter
dren in Punta Gorda — which,
Squadron — the Tuskegee Airunfortunately, provided limited
men —known to the Germans as
opportunities for schooling for
the “Black Birdmen.”
African-American children. As a
The Tuskegee Airmen were the
result, they had to attend schools
first African-American pilots to
in other communities.
break racial barriers and fly in comLt. Bailey attended Howard
bat. They escorted U.S. bombers on
Academy in Ocala, living with a
missions during World War II, and
COURTESY PHOTO had the distinction of never losing
family there. He graduated, earning a football scholarship to Bet- One of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen’s P-51C Red Tails.
a single bomber — while downing
hune-Cookman College in Daytona
more than 1,000 enemy aircraft.
Lt. Bailey saw action all over Europe
Beach. It was the college’s founder, Mary Roosevelt to open the Tuskegee InstiMcLeod Bethune, who was instrumen- tute for the training of African-American during the war. One story has it that,
tal in persuading President Franklin D. pilots. Ms. Bethune arranged for Lt. BaiSEE WARBIRD, A15 
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WARBIRD
From page 14
“While flying over the Mediterranean Sea,
he was hit with shrapnel, but the Bible
he carried in the pocket of his flight suit
absorbed the blast, which would have hit
his heart if it weren’t for his
‘good book,’” according to CAF
Red Tail Squadron (www.redtail.org), a website honoring
the Tuskegee Airmen.
Flying in “Josephine,” a
P-40 Warhawk named after
his mother, and later in “My
Buddy,” a P-51C dedicated
to his father, Lt. Bailey was
credited with shooting down
two Focke-Wulf-190 German
fighter planes.
Lt. Bailey was one of only 450 black
pilots who saw action during the war.
Sixty-six Tuskegee pilots were killed in
action, and 32 became prisoners of war
during World War II.
Lt. Bailey earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Four Oak
Clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation from flying 133 combat missions
over enemy territory.
He flew 133 combat missions over
enemy territory and is credited with
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air
Medal, Four Oak Clusters, and the Presidential Unit Citation for his service to
our country.
After the war, Lt. Bailey completed
his schooling at Bethune-Cookman to
become an elementary school teacher.
As a second career, he opened his own
funeral home.
He and his wife, Bessie, raised two
sons, Charles Jr. and James. Lt. Bailey
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passed away of Alzheimer’s disease in
April 2001, nearly six decades after earning his wings.
The P-51C warbird as part of the CAF
Red Tail Squadron on display at the Air
Show is only one exhibit of many.
Other exhibits and performers include:
Randy Ball – Fighter Jets, Mohawk Air
Shows, Redline Air Shows, Don Stamps
Warbird Review, Vampire Airshows
de Havilland DH-115, Jerry
McCart – “Homewrecker” Jet
Truck and Chef Pitts.
Prior to the show on Saturday, Oct. 20, there will be
the “Law Enforcement Torch
Run-way 5K.” Participants
will receive a general admission ticket into Saturday’s
show, along with a special
Law Enforcement Torch Runway 5K/Air Show T-shirt. Finisher medals will be given to the first
300 runners to enter, and placement
medals for first, second and third place
in women’s and men’s divisions. Florida
Road Race Management will time the
run. Participants should show up at 6:30
a.m. ■

Florida International Air Show
>> When:
• 5:30-8:30 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 19
• Noon-3:30 p.m. (gates open at 9 a.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 20, and Sunday, Oct. 21
>> Where: Punta Gorda Airport, Challenger
Boulevard, Punta Gorda
>> Cost: Varies
>> Tickets: www.floridaairshow.com
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Punta Gorda hero’s warbird
on display at Air Show
STAFF REPORT

In the annals of Punta Gorda history,
few people shine more heroically than
the Bailey siblings.
These nine siblings (seven men and
two women) — Punta Gorda Airport’s
Bailey Terminal are named for them
— were all participants in the 20th century’s greatest military conflict, World
War II, and would go on to distinguish
themselves in the Korea and Vietnam
conflicts as well.
But it was the youngest son, Lt. Charles
P. Bailey Sr., born in 1918 — and the first
African-American aviator from Florida
— who would become one of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. A P-51C, the same
type of aircraft Lt. Bailey flew as one of
the Red Tails, will be on display at the
Florida International Air Show.
The Lt. Bailey story is a fascinating
one. According to several sources:
Lt. Bailey’s parents, Archie and Josephine Bailey, raised their children in
Punta Gorda — which, unfortunately, provided limited opportunities for
schooling for African-American children. As a result, they had to attend
schools in other communities.
Lt. Bailey attended Howard Academy
in Ocala, living with a family there. He
graduated, earning a football scholarship
to Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona
Beach. It was the college’s founder, Mary
McLeod Bethune, who was instrumental
in persuading President Franklin D. Roosevelt to open the Tuskegee Institute for
the training of African-American pilots.
Ms. Bethune arranged for Lt. Bailey’s

transfer to Tuskegee Institute, where
he enlisted in the Army Air Corps. The
lieutenant earned his wings in April 1943.
He became one of the first members of
the 99th Fighter Squadron — the Tuskegee Airmen —known to the Germans as
the “Black Birdmen.”
The Tuskegee Airmen were the first
African-American pilots to break racial
barriers and fly in combat. They escorted U.S. bombers on missions during
World War II, and had the distinction
of never losing a single bomber — while
downing more than 1,000 enemy aircraft.
Lt. Bailey saw action all over Europe
during the war. One story has it that,
“While flying over the Mediterranean
Sea, he was hit with shrapnel, but the
Bible he carried in the pocket of his flight
suit absorbed the blast, which would
have hit his heart if it weren’t for his
‘good book,’” according to CAF Red Tail
Squadron (www.redtail.org), a website
honoring the Tuskegee Airmen.
Flying in “Josephine,” a P-40 WarSEE WARBIRD, A17 X
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hawk named after his mother, and later
in “My Buddy,” a P-51C dedicated to
his father, Lt. Bailey was credited with
shooting down two Focke-Wulf-190 German fighter planes.
Lt. Bailey was one of only 450 black
pilots who saw action during the war.
Sixty-six Tuskegee pilots were killed in
action, and 32 became prisoners of war
during World War II.
Lt. Bailey earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, the Air Medal, Four Oak
Clusters and the Presidential Unit Citation from flying 133 combat missions
over enemy territory.
He flew 133 combat missions over
enemy territory and is credited with
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air
Medal, Four Oak Clusters, and the Presidential Unit Citation for his service to
our country.
After the war, Lt. Bailey completed
his schooling at Bethune-Cookman to
become an elementary school teacher.
As a second career, he opened his own
funeral home.
He and his wife, Bessie, raised two
sons, Charles Jr. and James. Lt. Bailey
passed away of Alzheimer’s disease in
April 2001, nearly six decades after earning his wings.
The P-51C warbird as part of the CAF
Red Tail Squadron on display at the Air
Show is only one exhibit of many.
Other exhibits and performers include:
Randy Ball – Fighter Jets, Mohawk Air
Shows, Redline Air Shows, Don Stamps
Warbird Review, Vampire Airshows
de Havilland DH-115, Jerry McCart –
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“Homewrecker” Jet Truck and Chef
Pitts.
Prior to the show on Saturday, Oct.
20, there will be the “Law Enforcement
Torch Run-way 5K.” Participants will
receive a general admission ticket into
Saturday’s show, along with a special
Law Enforcement Torch Run-way 5K/
Air Show T-shirt. Finisher medals will
be given to the first 300 runners to
enter, and placement medals for first,
second and third place in women’s and
men’s divisions. Florida Road Race Management will time the run. Participants
should show up at 6:30 a.m. ■

Florida International Air Show
>> When:
• 5:30-8:30 p.m. (gates open at 5 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 19
• Noon-3:30 p.m. (gates open at 9 a.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 20, and Sunday, Oct. 21
>> Where: Punta Gorda Airport, Challenger
Boulevard, Punta Gorda
>> Cost: Varies
>> Tickets: www.floridaairshow.com
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Patted down for
the whole world to see
stephanieDAVIS
sdavis@floridaweekly.com

I was searched at the airport — again
— last week.
It never fails. I either have to walk
through the metal detector three times
before I register clear, or my backpack
is searched. Or the contents of my
carry-on luggage are rifled.
I don’t fly all that often — maybe two
or three times a year, but when I do,
I prepare well. Knowing I’ll likely be
stopped by TSA, I arrive at the airport
at least two hours early.
I bag anything that might resemble liquid (including my tube of hand
cream and my throat spray) into Ziploc
baggies. I wear slip-on sandals regardless of what climate I’m flying into
because they’re easy to slide off and
put on the conveyer belt at security.
(Have you ever been in line at TSA and
the person in front of you is wearing
lace-up knee-high boots? I have and it’s
grueling.)
I try to be minimal with my jewelry.
I try not to look suspicious or unruly.
And yet, I’ve had my (rather expensive) face lotion confiscated, as well
as more vials of perfume than I can
remember. I’ve had to remove all my
jewelry, including plastic earrings. One
time, they even took my liquid PeptoBismol after I had put it in a threeounce container. Not a pleasant experience for someone who is prone to
motion sickness.
I get why it’s important, trust me. I’ve
always been a nervous flier — I don’t
call airplanes claustrophobic, airless,
metal tubes that hurl across the sky for
nothing. After 9/11, it took years for me
to venture onto an aircraft. But as talk
show host John Oliver famously said,
“One failed attempt at a shoe bomb,
and we all have to take our shoes off at
the airport, yet there’s been 31 school
shootings since Columbine and there’s
been no change in the regulation of
guns.”
I used to wear my hair in a loose
bun to the airport, but after having my
bun picked apart by uniformed women
wearing green rubber gloves, I now
wear my hair down and put it up after
passing through security.
I’ve learned other tips — my stepsister gave me an Alex and Ani bracelet
that I love, but one TSA agent help-

fully told me that the brand sets off the
metal detector every time. And since
I do have a few face creams and other
toiletries, I usually check my bags these
days rather than bother with a carry-on.
But a couple of weeks ago, before
a flight out of Punta Gorda Airport, I
failed my security check on all fronts.
I was extra-nervous that it was my
first time flying out of the little airport.
My husband and I were on our way to
a wedding in Tennessee and we were
running late for the flight.
First, I walked through the metal
detector with my Alex and Ani bracelet
and set it off. I removed it and something (maybe my watch) set it off again.
I took off the watch and my gold stud
earrings. I walked through again and
it beeped loudly. “Sorry,” said the TSA
agent, “if it goes off three times in a
row, we have to do a pat down. Would
you like to go into a private room?”
“Um, NO,” I said vehemently. If I was
going to get patted, it would be for God
and the whole world to see.
It was actually more of a rub down
and felt pretty icky. She went from
waist to ankles and then had me do
a lunge (I hate lunges at the gym, so
I certainly don’t enjoy them in airports), so that she could access “the
groin area.” When it was over, I never
wanted a vodka and soda so badly in
my entire life, but instead, I was sent
to the area where my backpack was
being searched. When they found the
offending, unopened 6-ounce bottle of
ZzzQuil and went to test it, I just told
the agent to toss it. Our plane was
boarding and at that point, a cocktail
was more important to me than my
over-the-counter asleep aid.
I refuse to bow to paranoia and
assume I’m on some sort of TSA list,
but next time I go to the airport, I will be
unadorned and wearing active wear —
just in case lunges are required. ■
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The Florida International Air Show is today through Sunday at the Punta Gorda Airport.
For tickets or information, visit www.FloridaAirShow.com or call 833-PGD-FIAS.

Historic Warbirds to fly in Florida International Air Show
By ANNE EASKER
STAFF WRITER

SUN PHOTOS BY ANNE EASKER

Don Stamp and Mike Porter in front of the Stamp’s plane, which will
ﬂy in the Warbird Review this weekend. Top: Mike Porter in the pilot
seat of the Warbird.

Asked what it’s like to ﬂy his
World War II-era Warbird, Don
Stamp gives only a slight smile,
but there’s a glimmer in his eye.
“They’re very special, because
it’s a piece of history,” he said. “It’s
actually a privilege to get to ﬂy
it, because we’re maintaining a
piece of history.”
I met Stamp for a preview to
the Florida International Air
Show, where the Don Stamp
Warbird Review will ﬂy today,
Saturday and Sunday at the
Punta Gorda Airport.
The T-6 Texans were the last
plane pilots ﬂew before heading
into combat in World War II.
Stamp’s plane, manufactured
in 1944, was delivered to the
Pensacola Naval Air Station.
Inside the two-seater plane,
pilots learned aerobatics, aerial

gunnery, long-range navigation
and how to land on an aircraft
carrier in the ocean.
Stamp purchased his plane
in 1988. A pilot for 50 years, he
got interested in the history, and
“thought I had to have one,” he
said. Since 2005, he’s hosted an
annual formation clinic at the
Punta Gorda Airport for the North
American Training Association,
where Warbird pilots learn how to
do the kind of ﬂight maneuvers
that will be featured in the show
this weekend.
Stamp’s friend, Mike Porter, is
down from Ohio for the air show,
and was designated as the pilot
for my ﬂight.
Porter walked me to the plane
and demonstrated how to get
inside. It’s a matter of climbing up
the plane, using the wing and two
small footholds to hoist myself
into the cockpit.
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I sat on the leather seat with 15 dials
in front of me, measuring things like
our altitude, acceleration, the cylinder
temperature, and manifold pressure.
Porter helped me into the parachute
straps and told me in case of an
emergency, he would tell me three times
to jump from the plane. He showed me
the strap to pull to release the chute, “and
then you’ll get another ride,” he said.
This would only be necessary if
something truly catastrophic happened,
such as being hit by another plane, Porter
assured me.
Once I was fully buckled in, given a
headset, and shown how to open and
close the canopy, he climbed into the
pilot seat in front of me. After a few short
commands from the control tower, we
started down the runway and quickly
lifted into the air.
As the plane took a few sharp turns,
hovering nearly sideways 1,500 feet
above the harbor, I considered the
pilots training for war in this plane.
While I enjoyed views of blue water and
cotton-white clouds, the orderly houses
of Punta Gorda Isles and white streams
left by boats zipping across the water,
the airmen spent their time in the craft
learning how to ﬁght. Many of them,
ﬁnally, learned how to die.
Later on, Stamp told me an appreciation
for the history is what he wants air show
attendees to take away from the weekend.
Some pilots who ﬂew the T-6 Texans are
still alive, now in their 90s, and he hopes
some will make it out to the show. While
he expects the older generation will have
a greater appreciation, he hopes a few
young people will also understand what
the planes are and all they’ve done over
the years.

The Sun | Friday, October 19, 2018

AIR SHOW SCHEDULE
Today
Gates open at 5 p.m.
Performances from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
The evening show features aircraft displays,
aircraft performances and a finale fireworks show.

Saturday and Sunday
Gates open at 9 a.m.
Performances: Noon to 3:30 p.m.
NOTE: Exact performance schedules will not
be announced as these times are subject to
change. There are several factors that affect the
schedule such as weather, aircraft concerns, and
other circumstances beyond control of the Florida
International Air Show.
“The thing is, these are historic pieces
of equipment, so that’s why we do it, to
preserve the history,” he said. “Obviously
anybody that has any interest whatsoever
in the history, our military history and
the Army Air Corps, the Navy, they would
be extremely interested in seeing these
airplanes, and that’s why we’re here.”
The Warbird Review will consist of
four T-6 planes and two T-34s in one
formation, along with two T-28 planes
ﬂying together. They’ll pass in front of
the crowd in different formations and do
what’s called “The Missing Man,” a salute
to those who have passed away.
“It originated in the military, but now
salutes all people who have passed away,”
he said. “That’s how we ﬁnish the Warbird
show.”
The shows will run continuously with
a practice show beginning today at
noon and a night show at 5:30 p.m. On
Saturday and Sunday, shows will start
around noon and run until 3:30 p.m.
Tickets and information are available at
https://www.ﬂoridaairshow.com/.
Email: aeasker@sun-herald.com
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IEWPOINT
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Look, up in sky:
It’s the air show

T

he Florida International Air
Show soars into the sky this
weekend – the 37th version
and third year the show takes place
during the fall season.
This year’s event promises to be a
good one.
After three decades of operation
— and an unfortunate one-year
hiatus — the big show returned two
years ago to the Punta Gorda Airport.
In the autumn, not in March, when
huge ﬂocks of snowbirds and tourists
are in Southwest Florida.
Naturally, the crowds were smaller
than previous years. But the ﬁrst
year’s fall show established a new
base, and last year’s show built on
that.
The Air Show is a not-for-proﬁt
whose revenues are pumped directly
back into next year’s show. The
weekend-long event, run by more
than 700 intrepid volunteers, also
raises money for local charities.
But that’s a side beneﬁt. The
real action is on the ﬁeld with the
displays and up in the sky with
amazing pilots.
The show gets underway Friday
at 5 p.m. Performances run from
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. that evening.
Everything will be capped off with a
ﬁreworks display.
Saturday and Sunday, gates open
at 9 a.m. The shows run from noon
to 3:30 p.m. All at the airport in
Punta Gorda.
Among the featured performers
this year are the Dash Aerosports
Racing Team, led by the champion
airman Scott Farnsworth. (Way back,
we’d call him a “daredevil.”)
Randy Ball, billed as “North
America’s premier jet demonstration
pilot,” will also be there. There will be
a Grumman OV-1 Mohawk turboprop, Vampire Airshows de Havilland
DH-115 and the Don Stamps War
Bird Review. Another special feature
is an exhibit honoring the the great
Tuskegee Airmen — the all-black
military squad whose heroics helped
secure Allied victory in World War II.
Rise above!
Advance tickets are available
online for $15 (adults) and $5
(children) for Friday; $20 (adults)
and $5 (children) for Saturday and
Sunday. Buy tickets at ﬂoridaairshow.
com. Multi-day and family packages
also are available. Gate tickets cost a
bit more.
It is all reasonably priced entertainment and, weather-permitting,
always a spectacular show.
Our thanks to the organizers
and volunteers who keep this great
Charlotte County tradition going.
Our suggestion is to spend an
afternoon or evening enjoying a
terriﬁc show. Just remember to bring
sunscreen and lawn chairs.
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Kids
events
Florida
International
Air Show
Fort Myers News-Press

The popular show returns with
more flight demonstrations and antique military aircraft. 5 p.m. to
about 9 p.m. today, 9 a.m. to about 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. $15-$20
($5 for ages 3-12, free for 2 and
younger). Punta Gorda Airport,
28000 Airport Road, Punta Gorda.
833-743-3427 or floridaairshow.com
There will be flight demonstrations, antique military aircraft and more at this weekend’s Florida International Air Show. THE NEWS-PRESS

Allegiant Travel Co. is getting closer to building its first Sunseeker resort along the shores
of Southwest Florida’s Charlotte Harbor.
However, before construction takes off, it’s made a course correction for Phase One.
Out: 720 condominium units and a 75-room hotel, as announced in August 2017.
In: A 500-room hotel and two condo towers with no more than 180 units combined.
Allegiant hasn't determined how many development phases there'll be for Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor.
But it's already spent $30 million on acquiring 22 acres for the resort, and has budgeted $420 million on the project's
first phase, which is expected to break ground by February or early spring. Build-out could take up to two years.
Planned amenities are numerous, and include:
• Two swimming pools, including one that’s 1,000 feet long;
• Roughly 10 restaurants and shops;
• A private, full-service marina;
• A fitness center and spa; and
• Public access to the resort's restaurants and shops and to the waterfront via a boardwalk from county-owned
Bayshore Live Oak Park.
Since Allegiant demolished more than 15 structures on the
land it purchased, there's been little activity to see at the
resort site. However on Thursday, work was under way on
widening Main Street. It's being upgraded as part of
Allegiant's development agreement with the county, and will
serve as the main entrance to resort.
Allegiant also recently added an off-site amenity: Kingsway
Country Club off Interstate 75 in Lake Suzy, a par-72, Ron
Garl-designed course.
This will give guests another reason to stay longer at the
resort – and gives Allegiant another way to sell to its resort
guests. "We want people to spend all their time at our resort,"
Allegiant CEO Maury Gallagher told investors at a Sept.
13 conference with investors.
Allegiant long has billed itself as more than an ultra-low-fare
airline that serves leisure travelers. Company executives see Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor as a linchpin to a
future in which Allegiant aims to not only fly tourists to Southwest Florida and to rent cars to them, but also to sell them
food, drinks and entertainment while they're here.

They're also promising first-rate meeting spaces at the
resort hotel for business and social groups.
Travel company executives announced the shift to a more
hotel-centric resort at the Sept. 13 Investor Day
presentation and webcast.
The original plan with a much-smaller hotel had
posited that condo owners could put their units in a rental
pool and split the proceeds with the company.
However, in the conference call with investors, Allegiant
President John Redmond said that business model is less
predictable because there’s no guarantee on when and
how often condo owners would make their units available.
And, although Allegiant already sells other companies'
hotel rooms through its website, "people won't give us rooms to sell when it's busiest and the rates are the highest,"
Redmond said.
Christopher Westley thinks another factor also might be in play in the shift away from a condo-hotel resort.
Westley is director of the Regional Economic Research Institute and a professor of economics at Florida Gulf Coast
University.
His hunch: Allegiant looked at the likelihood of higher
interest rates in the future, and figured that could soften
buyer demand for the condos.
“The national housing market already is slowing down as
interest rates are rising,” Westley said, adding that rates
“may be more of a factor in their plans than they were
two years ago.”
Moreover, guest turnover in a hotel is likely to exceed
that of condos, a potential plus for filling even more
Allegiant Air flights to Southwest Florida, Westley noted.
Allegiant Air is the sole commercial carrier at Punta
Gorda Airport, where it served nearly 1.3 million
passengers in 2017, up more than 15 percent, year-overyear.
On Florida’s southwest coast, Allegiant offers nonstop
service to and from airports in Punta Gorda, Sarasota and Tampa. Statewide, it serves roughly 8 million annually.
And with I-75, the new resort should be an easy drive from these airports, as well as from Southwest Florida
International.
However, Allegiant hopes to capture more business from future resort customers by offering shuttle service from Punta
Gorda Airport to its Charlotte Harbor resort.
Because it provides all commercial nonstops there, “we
know exactly how many people are coming in, and when
they’re coming in,” said Matt Beelner, vice president of
sales and resort development.
Beelner recently spoke to the Real Estate Investment
Society luncheon meeting in Fort Myers.
He expects to see a lot of synergies between Allegiant –
the airline – and its first resort. More than 90 percent of
Allegiant Air tickets are booked through its website, which
means “the airline has a lot of knowledge and data
regarding its passengers,” Beelner said.
Residents and business people in Charlotte County don't
seem fazed by Allegiant's change in plans.
Alisa Milano, manager of the tiny and colorful 61-year-old
Tropical Bay Inn motel just down the road from the resort site, has no worries about competing.
The motel consists of seven two-room suites with a full kitchen. And, although guests often do some cooking, "I’m sure
they’ll use the restaurants and shops at the (Sunseeker) resort,” Milano said.

On his way to buy a lottery ticket, retiree Douglas Tolley
stopped to talk with a reporter outside a RaceTrac gasoline
station near the development site.
He’s “excited” about Allegiant Travel Co.’s resort plans,
“It will make my property values go up. And, in my opinion, this
county needs it in terms of revenue.”
Tolley doesn’t care whether the resort is condo- or hotel-centric:
“The important thing is that it stays an upscale place.”
Tolley didn't live here then, but recalled how the city of Punta
Gorda experienced a renaissance when it rebuilt after Hurricane
Charley hammered it in 2004. He thinks the Allegiant resort
could bring a similar rebirth to the Charlotte Harbor area.
A couple of miles further north at Carlos Barber Shop in Port Charlotte, barber Manny Cabrera called the evolving
resort plan “a good thing.”
He added: “For me, it’s a numbers game. The more people here, the better for me.”
Cabrera, a self-described capitalist, is counting on a “trickledown” effect: If there are more tourists patronizing
local restaurants and bars, “the bartenders will get tipped
better, and get more haircuts.”
He’s not worried, even if the resort eventually had its own
barbershop: “I’ll cut better than them.”
The only downside Cabrera sees is more traffic. He’s willing
to live with that.
Economist Westley said Allegiant’s change in emphasis from
condos to a hotel was “pretty drastic,” but added: “In terms
of the economic impact to the county, I don’t think it’s going
to change that much.”
No matter how it evolves, Allegiant’s resort could be a
“watershed event” for Charlotte County, Westley said,
adding:
“I’m bullish on Charlotte County in general. There’s lower-priced housing and a lot of room to grow.
“If I were a young person looking to start a business, I’d be really attracted to that part of Southwest Florida.”

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/local/2018/10/19/allegiant-shifts-hotel-focus-its-first-sunseekerresort/1697100002/

https://www.fox4now.com/lifestyle/taste-and-see-swfl/florida-international-air-show-is-back-in-punta-gorda
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Course Correction

Why is Sunseeker Resort shifting away from condos to hotel rooms?
condo towers with no more
than 180 units combined.
Allegiant hasn’t determined
Allegiant Travel Company is
how many development phases
getting closer to building its ﬁrst there’ll be for Sunseeker Resort
Sunseeker resort along Charlotte Charlotte Harbor.
Harbor.
But it’s already spent $30 milHowever, before construction lion on acquiring 22 acres for
takes off, it’s made a course
the resort, and has budgeted
correction for Phase One.
$420 million on the project’s
Out: 720 condominium units ﬁrst phase, which is expected
and a 75-room hotel, as anto break ground by February
nounced in August 2017.
or early spring. Build-out could
In: A 500-room hotel and two take up to two years.

By LAURA RUANE

FORT MYERS NEWS-PRESS

Planned amenities are
numerous, and include: Two
swimming pools, including one
that’s 1,000 feet long; roughly
10 restaurants and shops; a
private, full-service marina;
a ﬁtness center and spa; and
public access to the resort’s
restaurants and shops and to
the waterfront via a boardwalk
from county-owned Bayshore
Live Oak Park.
Since Allegiant demolished
more than 15 structures on the

land it purchased, there’s been
little activity to see at the resort
site.
However on Thursday, work
was under way on widening
Main Street. It’s being upgraded
as part of Allegiant’s development agreement with the
county, and will serve as the
main entrance to resort.
Allegiant also recently added
an off-site amenity: Kingsway
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their units available.
And, although Allegiant
already sells other
companies’ hotel rooms
through its website, “people
won’t give us rooms to
sell when it’s busiest and
the rates are the highest,”
Redmond said.
Christopher Westley
thinks another factor also
might be in play in the shift
away from a condo-hotel
resort.
Westley is director of
the Regional Economic
Research Institute and a
professor of economics
at Florida Gulf Coast

t

University.
His hunch: Allegiant
looked at the likelihood of
higher interest rates in the
future, and ﬁgured that
could soften buyer demand
for the condos.
“The national housing
market already is slowing
down as interest rates are
rising,” Westley said, adding
that rates “may be more of
a factor in their plans than
they were two years ago.”
Moreover, guest turnover
in a hotel is likely to exceed
that of condos, a potential
plus for ﬁlling even more
Allegiant Air ﬂights to
southwest Florida, Westley
noted.
Allegiant Air is the sole
commercial carrier at Punta
Gorda Airport, where it

FROM PAGE ONE
served nearly 1.3 million
passengers in 2017, up
more than 15 percent,
year-over-year.
On Florida’s southwest
coast, Allegiant offers
nonstop service to and
from airports in Punta
Gorda, Sarasota and Tampa.
Statewide, it serves roughly
8 million annually.
And with I-75, the new
resort should be an easy
drive from these airports,
as well as from Southwest
Florida International.
However, Allegiant
hopes to capture more
business from future resort
customers by offering
shuttle service from
Punta Gorda Airport to its
Charlotte Harbor resort.
Because it provides all

commercial nonstops there,
“we know exactly how
many people are coming in,
and when they’re coming
in,” said Matt Beelner, vice
president of sales and resort
development.
Beelner recently spoke to
the Real Estate Investment
Society luncheon meeting
in Fort Myers.
He expects to see a lot of
synergies between Allegiant
— the airline — and its ﬁrst
resort. More than 90 percent
of Allegiant Air tickets are
booked through its website,
which means “the airline
has a lot of knowledge
and data regarding its
passengers,” Beelner said.
Residents and business
people in Charlotte County
don’t seem fazed by
Allegiant’s change in plans.
Alisa Milano, manager
of the tiny and colorful
61-year-old Tropical Bay Inn
motel just down the road
from the resort site, has no
worries about competing.
The motel consists of
seven two-room suites with
a full kitchen. And, although
guests often do some
cooking, “I’m sure they’ll
use the restaurants and
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shops at the (Sunseeker)
resort,” Milano said.
Retiree Douglas Tolley
said he’s “excited” about
Allegiant’s resort plans
and added: “It will make
my property values go up.
And, in my opinion, this
county needs it in terms of
revenue.”
Tolley doesn’t care
whether the resort is
condo- or hotel-centric:
“The important thing is
that it stays an upscale
place.”
Tolley didn’t live here
then, but recalled how
the city of Punta Gorda
experienced a renaissance
when it rebuilt after
Hurricane Charley
hammered it in 2004. He
thinks the Allegiant resort
could bring a similar
rebirth to the Charlotte
Harbor area.
A couple of miles further
north at Carlos Barber
Shop in Port Charlotte,
barber Manny Cabrera
called the evolving resort
plan “a good thing.”
He added: “For me, it’s a
numbers game. The more
people here, the better for
me.”

Cabrera, a self-described
capitalist, is counting
on a “trickle-down”
effect: If there are more
tourists patronizing local
restaurants and bars,
“the bartenders will get
tipped better, and get more
haircuts.”
He’s not worried, even if
the resort eventually had
its own barbershop: “I’ll cut
better than them.”
The only downside
Cabrera sees is more trafﬁc.
He’s willing to live with that.
Economist Westley
said Allegiant’s change in
emphasis from condos to
a hotel was “pretty drastic,”
but added: “In terms of
the economic impact to
the county, I don’t think it’s
going to change that much.”
No matter how it evolves,
Allegiant’s resort could be
a “watershed event” for
Charlotte County, Westley
said, adding: “I’m bullish
on Charlotte County in
general. There’s lowerpriced housing and a lot
of room to grow. If I were
a young person looking to
start a business, I’d be really
attracted to that part of
southwest Florida.”
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FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW

SUN PHOTO BY CAPT. JOSH OLIVE

The moon peeks through a formation of three planes performing Friday at the Florida International Air Show in Punta Gorda.

Air Show continues through today in Punta Gorda
point your brain just doesn’t
compute it.”
“It’s just like looking out
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Robert an airplane, and the rest of
Little jumps 13,000 feet from the way, it’s like ﬂoating,”
a helicopter with the Special Sarria said.
Operations Command
Little, Sarria and Master
Para-Commandos.
Sgt. Red Smith with the U.S.
A fear of heights hasn’t
Marines all represent various
stopped him after 15 years of branches of the military.
falling from the sky.
Once Smith got more into
“There’s a cap. You can
view from the ground during
only be so afraid of heights,” the Florida International Air
Little said.
Show at Punta Gorda Airport
“Humans aren’t meant
Saturday, he started spiralto be that high,” said U.S.
ing, getting up to 60 miles
Air Force Technical Sgt.
per hour, announcer Rob
Miguel Sarria. “At a certain
Reider said. He then wielded

By LIZ HARDAWAY
STAFF WRITER

the MIA ﬂag to celebrate the
losses of those who served.
“The view is absolutely
incredible,” Smith said. “The
way the waterway comes into
the bay, it’s just beautiful.”
“There’s nothing like it in
the world,” he said.
The Para-Commandos
were just one of the many
attractions that were present
at the show Saturday, which
continues through today.
With the help of 600-700
volunteers, the three-day
event had it’s largest Friday
night turnout it’d ever
had, said Steve Lineberry,

spokesperson for the event.
“This is fun, people ought
to get out on the beautiful
day and enjoy their family,”
said spectator Janet Carmac.
“We were very excited
about the crowd,” Lineberry
said. “There were some
bumps along the way with
parking, we’re working diligently with that. We appreciate everyone’s patience.”
The Air Show took a while
to actually get to. For visitors
standing in a chaotic snake of a
line waiting to be shuttled from
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a parking lot a mile away via school bus,
tension seemed to subside once they
arrived. Port Charlotte resident Barb
Knowlton reported waiting an hour and
a half just to get to the parking lot.
So, attendees are advised to arrive
before noon today.
Fig Newton and Sam Sander have
frequently visited the show. Newton
dressed up as a hot-air pilot, because
he’s “full of hot air,” he said.
Sander was dressed as Uncle Sam
and enjoyed the festivities of the Air
Show for the 30th year in a row.
From the tents, to handing out bitesize ﬁg newtons to passersby, “I love
getting dressed up and coming out
here, I have a great time,” Newton said.
“The weather is beautiful, couldn’t
be better,” he added.
“The best part about it, it’s a community event,” Sander said. “The
charities help run it,” and in return the
Air Show has raised over $3 million for
these charities since its inception.
Other performances spectators
can witness are the Dash Aerosports
Racing Team, Precision Exotics, Randy
Ball’s Fighter Jets, Mohawk Air Shows,
Don Stamps War Bird Review, the
Vampire Airshows de Havilland DH115, Jerry McCart’s Homewrecker Jet
Truck, the CAF Red Tail Squadron and
Chef Pitts.
Now doing 20 shows a year, McCart
actually got into Air Shows through
the one hosted at the Punta Gorda

,

SUN PHOTO BY JERRY BEARD

A parachutist lands with the American Flag Saturday at the Florida International Air
Show in Punta Gorda.

SUN PHOTO BY CAPT. JOSH OLIVE

A plane flies upside-down while performing Friday at the Florida International Air Show
in Punta Gorda.
Airport each year.
“The originators were the ﬁrst ones
that gave me an opportunity at the Air
Show,” McCart said. “They’ve turned
into family.”
See McCart’s Ford F650

“Homewrecker” truck blasts away at
up to 375 miles per hour today, along
with myriad other performances.
Gates open at 9 a.m. and performances go from noon to 3:30 p.m.
Email: lhardaway@sun-herald.com
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Allegiant Travel Co. plans to build a resort along Charlotte Harbor that will feature a 500-room hotel, up to 180
condominium units, a 1,000-foot-long swimming pool, shops and restaurants and a boardwalk along the water. It will be
Allegiant's first Sunseeker Resort, and is about seven miles from Punta Gorda Airport, where Allegiant Air is the sole
carrier. SPECIAL TO NEWS-PRESS.COM

Allegiant shifts to hotel
focus in Charlotte Harbor
Laura Ruane

Fort Myers News-Press
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

A

llegiant Travel Co. is getting closer to building its
first Sunseeker resort
along the shores of Southwest Florida’s Charlotte

Harbor.
However, before construction takes
off, it’s made a course correction for
Phase One.
Out: 720 condominium units and a
75-room hotel, as announced in August
2017.
In: A 500-room hotel and two condo
towers with no more than 180 units
combined.
Allegiant hasn't determined how
many development phases there'll be
for Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor.
But it's already spent $30 million on
acquiring 22 acres for the resort, and
has budgeted $420 million on the project's first phase, which is expected to
break ground by February or early
spring. Build-out could take up to two
years.
Planned amenities are numerous,
and include:
• Two swimming pools, including
one that’s 1,000 feet long;
• Roughly 10 restaurants and shops;
• A private, full-service marina;
• A fitness center and spa; and
• Public access to the resort's restaurants and shops and to the waterfront via a boardwalk from countyowned Bayshore Live Oak Park.
Since Allegiant demolished more
than 15 structures on the land it purchased, there's been little activity to
see at the resort site. However on
Thursday, work was under way on widening Main Street. It's being upgraded
as part of Allegiant's development
agreement with the county, and will
serve as the main entrance to resort.
Allegiant also recently added an offsite amenity: Kingsway Country Club
off Interstate 75 in Lake Suzy, a par-72,
Ron Garl-designed course.
This will give guests another reason
to stay longer at the resort – and gives
Allegiant another way to sell to its resort guests. "We want people to spend
all their time at our resort," Allegiant

A demolition crew works in March along Charlotte Harbor in Port Charlotte,
clearing land for redevelopment into Allegiant Travel Co.'s first Sunseeker
Resort. LAURA RUANE/THE NEWS-PRESS

CEO Maury Gallagher told investors at
a Sept. 13 conference with investors.
Allegiant long has billed itself as
more than an ultra-low-fare airline
that serves leisure travelers. Company
executives see Sunseeker Resort Charlotte Harbor as a linchpin to a future in
which Allegiant aims to not only fly
tourists to Southwest Florida and to
rent cars to them, but also to sell them
food, drinks and entertainment while
they're here.
They're also promising first-rate
meeting spaces at the resort hotel for
business and social groups.
Travel company executives announced the shift to a more hotel-centric resort at the Sept. 13 Investor Day
presentation and webcast.
The original plan with a muchsmaller hotel had posited that condo
owners could put their units in a rental
pool and split the proceeds with the
company.
However, in the conference call with
investors, Allegiant President John
Redmond said that business model is

“It will make my
property values go up.
And, in my opinion,
this county needs it in
terms of revenue.”
Douglas Tolley

Charlotte County resident

less predictable because there’s no
guarantee on when and how often condo owners would make their units
available.
And, although Allegiant already
sells other companies' hotel rooms
through its website, "people won't give
us rooms to sell when it's busiest and
the rates are the highest," Redmond
said.
See ALLEGIANT, Page 3D

+

Allegiant
Continued from Page 1D

Christopher Westley
thinks another factor also
might be in play in the
shift away from a condohotel resort.
Westley is director of
the Regional Economic
Research Institute and a
professor of economics at
Florida Gulf Coast University.
His hunch: Allegiant
looked at the likelihood of
higher interest rates in
the future, and figured
that could soften buyer
demand for the condos.
“The national housing
market already is slowing
down as interest rates are
rising,” Westley said,
adding that rates “may be
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more of a factor in their
plans than they were two
years ago.”
Moreover, guest turnover in a hotel is likely to
exceed that of condos, a
potential plus for filling
even more Allegiant Air
flights to Southwest Florida, Westley noted.
Allegiant Air is the sole
commercial carrier at
Punta Gorda Airport,
where it served nearly 1.3
million passengers in
2017, up more than 15 percent, year-over-year.
On Florida’s southwest
coast, Allegiant offers
nonstop service to and
from airports in Punta
Gorda, Sarasota and
Tampa. Statewide, it
serves roughly 8 million
annually.
And with I-75, the new
resort should be an easy
drive from these airports,
as well as from Southwest Florida International.
However,
Allegiant
hopes to capture more
business from future resort customers by offering shuttle service from
Punta Gorda Airport to its
Charlotte Harbor resort.
Because it provides all
commercial
nonstops
there, “we know exactly
how many people are
coming in, and when
they’re coming in,” said
Matt Beelner, vice president of sales and resort
development.
Beelner recently spoke
to the Real Estate Investment Society luncheon
meeting in Fort Myers.
He expects to see a lot
of synergies between Allegiant – the airline – and
its first resort. More than
90 percent of Allegiant

Air tickets are booked
through
its
website,
which means “the airline
has a lot of knowledge
and data regarding its
passengers,”
Beelner
said.
Residents and business people in Charlotte
County don't seem fazed
by Allegiant's change in
plans.
Alisa Milano, manager
of the tiny and colorful 61year-old Tropical Bay Inn
motel just down the road
from the resort site, has
no worries about competing.
The motel consists of
seven two-room suites
with a full kitchen. And,
although guests often do
some cooking, "I’m sure
they’ll use the restaurants and shops at the
(Sunseeker) resort,” Milano said.
On his way to buy a lottery ticket, retiree Douglas Tolley stopped to talk
with a reporter outside a
RaceTrac gasoline station
near the development
site.
He’s “excited” about
Allegiant Travel Co.’s resort plans,
“It will make my property values go up. And, in
my opinion, this county
needs it in terms of revenue.”
Tolley doesn’t care
whether the resort is condo- or hotel-centric: “The
important thing is that it
stays an upscale place.”
Tolley didn't live here
then, but recalled how
the city of Punta Gorda
experienced a renaissance when it rebuilt after Hurricane Charley
hammered it in 2004. He
thinks the Allegiant re-

sort could bring a similar
rebirth to the Charlotte
Harbor area.
A couple of miles further north at Carlos Barber Shop in Port Charlotte, barber Manny Cabrera called the evolving
resort plan “a good thing.”
He added: “For me, it’s
a numbers game. The
more people here, the
better for me.”
Cabrera, a self-described capitalist, is
counting on a “trickledown” effect: If there are
more tourists patronizing
local restaurants and
bars, “the bartenders will
get tipped better, and get
more haircuts.”
He’s not worried, even
if the resort eventually
had its own barbershop:
“I’ll cut better than them.”
The only downside Cabrera sees is more traffic.
He’s willing to live with
that.
Economist
Westley
said Allegiant’s change in
emphasis from condos to
a hotel was “pretty drastic,” but added: “In terms
of the economic impact to
the county, I don’t think
it’s going to change that
much.”
No matter how it
evolves, Allegiant’s resort
could be a “watershed
event”
for
Charlotte
County, Westley said,
adding:
“I’m bullish on Charlotte County in general.
There’s
lower-priced
housing and a lot of room
to grow.
“If I were a young person looking to start a
business, I’d be really attracted to that part of
Southwest Florida.”

Allegiant Travel Co. plans to build a 500-room hotel resort along Charlotte
Harbor that will also feature up to 180 condominium units, a 1,000-foot-long
swimming pool, shops and restaurants and a boardwalk along the water. It will
be Allegiant's first Sunseeker Resort, and is about seven miles from Punta Gorda
Airport, where Allegiant Air is the sole carrier. SPECIAL TO NEWS-PRESS.COM

https://www.fox4now.com/news/local-news/37th-annual-airshow-in-punta-gorda

PUNTA GORDA

Florida International Air Show amazes crowds in its 37th year
Roaring in, from the sky, on the ground and everywhere in between — the Florida International Air Show brought
all the tricks for its 37th year at the Punta Gorda Airport.
It brought the crowds, too.
“One of the reasons we love airshows,” Matt Parrish said, U.S. Special Operations Command first sergeant, “is we
get to be up close and personal.”
Parrish parachuted during the show and landed to a crowd of onlookers, who soon became part of the team.
“The kids helped me pack my parachute,” Parrish said. “It’s my favorite thing.”
Having everyone involved is critical to boosting turnout, according to event organizers. While it does not have a
final count on visitors, they are hoping for an even larger turnout than the previous years.
“It’s a lot bigger because they’re using the entire airstrip, the runway,” Bob Merila said, a self described airshow
aficionado, who resides in Bradenton.
Others that came out to the performance, weren’t necessarily there to critique the performance. They just wanted
to join an engaging experience with some delicious food on a beautiful weekend with friends and family.
“Brautwerst with onions and peppers and a little dab of mustard,” Wendy Pacific said, who lives in Englewood, as
she described her meal before devouring it during the Sunday performance.
The Florida International Show is hoping to have the total number of visitors of the three day event counted by an
independent survey in the upcoming weeks. What the organization already knows is that the turnout was bigger
than years past.
“Kids of all ages love it,” Matt Parrish said. “From 90 on down to 6 months.”

http://www.winknews.com/2018/10/21/florida-international-air-show-amazes-crowds-in-its-37th-year/
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Air Show sees record crowd
T
he 2018
Florida
International
Air show was
held from Friday,
Oct. 19, through

Sunday, Oct. 21, at
the Punta Gorda
Airport. A record
crowd was reported
for opening day
on Friday.

SUN PHOTOS BY JERRY BEARD

A parachutist prepares to land with the American Flag.

A P40 flies by the crowd.

Port Charlotte division of U.S. Paratroopers, honor guard, stands ready.From left: John Moore, Richard Messier, Richard Goetz,
Ernie Young and Frank Campagne.

Pilot Dr. Joe Masessa stops for a portrait.

Vintage war planes perform the “Missing Man” formation, during opening ceremonies.

Pilot Scott Farnsworth prepares for takeoff.

Glenn Marks prepares the Seminole Casino hot air ballon for flight, at the 2018 Florida International Air Show.

A parachutist lands with the American Flag.
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Pilot Gene McNealy performs a burnout on the runway.

A Soviet-era Mig 17 Jet performs a demonstration.

A P51-C Mustang used by the Tuskegee Airmen in World War 2

Jerry McCart drives his jet-powered truck, the “Homewrecker,” as flames and smoke trail behind.

A World War 2 vintage C-130 stands ready to deliver parachute jumpers to their jump site.

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Rob Little (center), prepares his SOCOM Commandos jumpers for the day,
by practicing emergency procedures at their pre-jump briefing.
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Allegiant Air’s third quarter: Revenue and
passengers went up, profits down
By MALENA CAROLLO
TAMPA BAY TIMES
The parent of
Allegiant Air saw
revenues and its passenger count rise from a
year ago, but its profits
shrank.
Las Vegas-based
Allegiant Travel Co.,
which operates the sole
carrier at the Punta

Gorda Airport and
the dominant carrier
at St. Pete Clearwater
International Airport,
on Wednesday reported
$393 million in revenue
in its third quarter, up
just over 12 percent
from the year-ago
quarter. Its net income
was about $15 million,
down 35 percent
compared to the

year-ago period.
Its passenger count
also increased from just
over 3 million in the
third quarter of 2017
to 3.5 million in the
same quarter for 2018
— up 15 percent. The
company also added
43 Airbus planes and
retired 47 MD planes,
which are generally
older and prone to more

maintenance issues.
“Our transition to an
all-Airbus fleet is nearly
complete,” said Maurice
Gallagher Jr., CEO of
Allegiant Travel, in a
release. “Our decision
to move the transition
up by a year from 2019
to 2018 has proven to be
an excellent one given
the higher fuel cost
environment.”
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T

he Law Enforcement Torch Runway 5K took place
on Oct. 20, prior to the
air show.
The race was held on
the runways of the Punta
Gorda Airport. Finisher
medals were given to the
ﬁrst 300 runners to enter
and placement medals
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
in women’s and men’s
divisions.

Torch Run-Way 5K

FEELING FIT PHOTOS BY
JERRY BEARD

Runners in the 2018 Torch Run
pose for a group photo before
the race begins.

Mark Schaible of the Charlotte County Sheriff ’s Department,
gives final instructions to the runners before beginning the race.

Runners begin their race down the runway at the 2018 Torch Run.

Frank Vecchioni crosses the finish line, winning men’s first place, at the 2018 Torch Run.

Britt Petroff smiles after winning woman’s first place at the 2018 Torch Run.

Winners of the 2018 Torch Run pose for a photo. Pictured: Men’s third-place winner Brolan Jennings, woman’s first-place winner Britt Petroff, men’s first-place winner Frank Vecchioni, men’s secondplace winner Joseph Smigel, woman’s second-place winner Sandra Santello, woman’s third-place winner Kelly Anderson and Charlotte County Sheriff ’s Department’s Mark Schaible.

Out-of-Market Press Coverage

From: Airport Business [mailto:airb@news.southcommmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 11:01 AM
Subject: Lufthansa Jettisons San Jose-Germany Flights

FL: Focus Changes, Work Begins on Allegiant's Sunseeker
Resort
EARLE KIMEL ON OCT 9, 2018
SOURCE: MCCLATCHY
Oct. 08--CHARLOTTE COUNTY -- Work on site preparation and infrastructure has started on a character-changing Southwest Florida
development on Charlotte Harbor, but the focus has changed, as Allegiant Travel Company will concentrate on developing its 25acre Sunseeker property -- spanning both sides of U.S. 41 in Port Charlotte -- as a resort hotel, placing potential condominium sales
on the back burner.
Company officials broke the news of that development shift during a mid-September presentation to a variety of investors, including
representatives from Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Barclays Bank.
Micah Richins, executive vice president and chief operating officer of Sunseeker Resorts for Allegiant Travel Company, said Friday
that the company made the change after conducting due diligence on the market.
"In reality, as conditions change, as markets change, that's what good stewards of capital do," said Richins, who joined Allegiant
from MGM Resorts International last spring.
In August 2017, Allegiant announced plans to build 720 condominiums and a smaller 75-room hotel as part of a master-planned
resort.
Since then, the condo and hotel mix changed, and another five acres of waterfront property north of U.S. 41 was added.
Current plans call for construction of roughly 500 hotel rooms in a main resort building and another 160 to 180 one-, two- and
three-bedroom condominium units in two towers as part of a $420 million first phase of construction.
A formal groundbreaking for vertical construction is anticipated for February, followed by an 18-to-24-month buildout for phase one.
Room type and amenities planned for subsequent phases will depend on the market.
The condo units, at least initially, will be rented out to guests, though Richins didn't rule out eventual sales.
The decision to veer away from sales was purely financial, Richins said.
"It really comes down to profitability on the part of the company," he said. "When you sell a condo, there are wonderful proceeds
there -- that's not a bad business model. But when we model it, we feel like the company would be better served by taking that
inventory and being able to sell it again and again" to guests.
Original plans highlighted that condo owners could put their units in a pool for rental and split proceeds.
In the September call to investors, John Redmond, president and director of Allegiant Travel Company, said that model is less
predictable, since there's no guarantee when condo owners would make their units available.
Revitalized waterfront
The Sunseeker resort would revitalize a long-dormant area of waterfront that never bounced back after Hurricane Charley in 2004.
When built, it would be the largest waterfront resort of its type in Florida.
A report from the Charlotte County Economic Development Office released in January suggested the resort could generate $335.6
million in taxable sales over the next 10 years.
The resort could also create about 500 full-time hospitality industry jobs. Richins has already been in contact with Charlotte
Technical College and talked with the chef about partnering with the school so graduates could easily move on to a career at the
resort.
With a 40,000- to 45,000-square-foot meeting facility, planned public access for a waterfront boardwalk, park and restaurants,
Allegiant is also planning on courting locals in search of a novel night out on the town or location for an event or wedding.
Richins said Allegiant also watched development spanning north from Fort Myers and south from Sarasota and see a convergence in
Charlotte County.

"The development that's happening in North Port, that's a reflection of that coming from Sarasota down," added Richins, who grew
up watching the Atlanta Braves on television and anticipates some of the visitors to the spring training complex in North Port opting
to stay at Sunseeker.
"Anything that is bringing customers into the area is of great interest to us," he continued. "We have had the opportunity to have
basic discussions with their camp, and we're excited about it."
More than an airline
Officials at Allegiant, which started in 1997 as WestJet Express, market it as more than an airline, saying it's a travel company that
specializes in leisure travel.
So, the company is banking on the concept that it can funnel many of its air travelers to Sunseeker to spend anywhere from a
weeklong vacation to a winter season getaway.
Allegiant combined to move 1.5 million people either in or out of Punta Gorda Airport in its 2018 fiscal year.
Expanding to include Tampa, Orlando and the Sarasota area -- airports within a 2 1/2 -hour drive of Port Charlotte -- the airline
moves between 6 and 7 million leisure customers into Florida.
Maury Gallagher, chairman of the board and CEO of Allegiant Travel Company, said in the September meeting that while business
customers aren't likely to make hotel reservations through an airline, leisure customers are -- noting that Allegiant has already done
that consistently in Las Vegas since 2002.
It helps that one can only book Allegiant Air flights through allegiant.com -- that's by design and gives the company an option to
bundle vacation packages and cut out intermediaries and associated commissions.
"The magic is being able to control distribution through the airline," Richins said. "That's the real benefit of building a project of this
magnitude in phases.
"We think the way we're organizing this is going to be wildly successful."
Richins admitted that several people have asked him and other Allegiant officials why Port Charlotte was chosen for what would be
a flagship resort.
"We happen to like this one, based on the demographics of the customers that go down there; we love the fact that we were able
to get a prime piece of real estate," he said.
"We're going to build a world-class operation down there, build for our customer base, which is not going to be a Ritz or Four
Seasons or that type of thing," Gallagher said. "It's going to be good value, someplace people want to go and stay and spend time."
Leisure opportunities
Allegiant officials are also anticipating that the new resort will offer more appeal than resort properties in nearby Fort Myers and
Naples, many of which are 30 years old.
They also anticipate guests staying at nearby hotels visiting the Sunseeker property for dining -- especially when a guest celebrity
chef is booked -- and recreation opportunities.
Richins said he expects guests to explore the neighborhood and cross the river into Punta Gorda too.
"We have a little bit of time to work collaboratively with all of the individuals involved with hospitality in Port Charlotte and Punta
Gorda and make it more compelling to people," he said.
Redmond stressed that the Sunseeker is being built to provide guests leisure opportunities, not just a roof over their head each
night.
To that end, Allegiant purchased Kingsway Country Club in nearby Lake Suzy, a par 72, 18-hole
championship golf course.
A 1,000-foot-long resort pool -- touted as the longest in North America -- would guarantee residents plenty of swimming access, as
well as a water view.
A marina is planned as a vital component as well. Though a 200-slip facility has been talked about, the exact size is still in the
planning stages.
Casino gambling -- even if Florida voters approve Amendment 3, which would move the power to authorize new casino gambling
facilities from the state Legislature to the public on Nov. 6 -- is not part of the plan, Richins said, though he hears that a bit.

'It's quite appealing not to be in the gaming business anymore," the veteran of 26-years at MGM Resorts International said, then
added the one caveat would hinge on what's happening with sports betting.
Concepts of restaurants and shops on the Sunseeker resort property are also being determined. Richins, who attended a design
meeting Friday, said those are progressing well.
"Then you mix that with a spectacular view of Charlotte Harbor and you put all of that on the waterfront," he continued, "that's a
wonderful experience that we think people will be excited about."
https://www.aviationpros.com/news/12432715/focus-changes-work-begins-on-allegiants-sunseeker-resort?utm_source=AIRB+ENewsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AVVDB181009002&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C2661H1181645I3Q
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With just three counties, Southwest is Florida’s smallest region by land size, but it carries a powerful demographic punch.
Lee County is home to three of “2017’s Fastest Growing Cities in America.” Collier County has Florida’s highest per capita income
— $80,252 in 2017 — and Charlotte County, with its strategic location along I-75 between Tampa and Miami, is a logistics epicenter
for its ready access to nearly 4 million potential customers within 90 miles. Not surprisingly, many corporate headquarters have
found homes in Southwest Florida along with robust clusters of firms engaged in logistics, life sciences and technology/business
services.
Global medical device manufacturer Arthrex, a fixture in Collier County since 1991, is expanding — again. Construction has begun
on two of three buildings at the firm’s headquarters campus in Naples: the six-story Arthrex Event and Administration Building and
the four-story INNovation Hotel to accommodate physicians who come to Naples for training in the use of surgical devices
developed at Arthrex. A third building will house a medical clinic and fitness facilities for Arthrex employees and their families. The
full expansion is slated for completion in late 2019.
Health care options for consumers are also growing here. The following facilities are either planned or currently under construction:
• Lee Health Coconut Point, an 82-bed facility in Estero with an anticipated opening of December 2018. Fort Myers-based Lee
Health is this region’s largest health care provider.
• A yet-to-be named HCA 80-bed acute care hospital in Estero. Nashville-based HCA Healthcare currently operates 15 hospitals
along Florida’s Gulf coast including Fawcett Memorial Hospital in Port Charlotte.
• Braden Clinic Hospital, a 25-bed facility planned for Ave Maria and the first hospital to be sited in eastern Collier County.
• A combination ER and outpatient medical center in Bonita Springs by NCH Healthcare System, operator of the largest hospitals in
Collier County.
Globally minded distributors in Southwest Florida enjoy easy access to domestic and international markets via I-75, which puts five
deepwater ports within a half-day’s drive. This ready proximity to customers far and wide is precisely the reason Cheney Brothers
chose Punta Gorda as the site for its fifth distribution center in 2015. From a 250,000-sq.-ft. facility along I-75, Cheney Brothers is
able to readily and efficiently meet the demands of foodservice providers throughout Florida and beyond.
Two commercial airports serve this region and both are busier than ever. With 12 airlines and 28 gates, Southwest Florida
International Airport logged a record 8.8 million passengers in 2017 and recently added three German cities to its roster of
destinations. And coming soon: a $160-million renovation and expansion project to include new security checkpoints and additional
space for concessions.
Punta Gorda Airport — with just one airline, Allegiant — logged nearly 1.3 million passengers in 2017 for a 16% increase over the
previous year. In June 2018, Allegiant launched non-stop service to Nashville, bringing to 41 the number of mid-sized U.S. cities it
serves. The airport also hosts many aviation-related businesses and flight schools, including Western Michigan University’s College
of Aviation, which in fall 2017 opened a campus here for its bachelor’s program in aviation flight science.

Back on solid ground, urban streets are easier to navigate since The Nickel Ride came to town in 2017. This fleet of electric vehicles
zips around downtowns to shops, restaurants, resorts and events within a three-mile radius, at no cost to riders. The company
makes its money selling ads on and inside the vehicles, and local business owners pay drivers to act as their brand ambassadors.
Nickel Ride is available in Fort Myers, Cape Coral and Punta Gorda.
Technology and business services loom large in Southwest's economic footprint too. With more than 1,200 employees at its Fort
Myers office, the tech research and advisory firm Gartner has enjoyed a presence in this region for 20 years and, since 2012, has
expanded four times. Its latest $21-million expansion is on track to create 600 jobs.
Aviation software development firm Flightdocs has relocated its headquarters from Long Island, opening a 6,200-sq.-ft. technology
center in Bonita Springs. The firm, which employs nearly 40 software developers and other technology experts, provides customized
cloud-based aircraft maintenance tracking, compliance and inventory management. CEO Rick Heine says the move to Southwest
Florida will help his firm tap into “the area’s abundant technology resources and talent.”
Southwest is a place people really want to live and work. Three of America’s top 15 fastest-growing cities in 2017 according to
personal finance website WalletHub are in Lee County: Lehigh Acres No. 3, Fort Myers No. 7 and Cape Coral No. 15.
Businesses flock here too. Hertz, Arthrex, Chico’s FAS, Algenol Biofuels, Fox Electronics, Shaw Development and 21st Century
Oncology have all established corporate headquarters in Southwest Florida.
And, once they get here, there’s plenty to see and do: quaint shops and galleries; symphony orchestras, theaters, festivals and
museums; spring training baseball in Fort Myers and Port Charlotte; natural wonders like Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, Ten
Thousand Islands, Big Cypress Preserve and Everglades National Park; and miles of coastal waters for boating, beach combing,
bird watching, swimming and kayaking.
Florida SouthWestern State College — ranked one of the nation’s “50 Best Community Colleges” by College Choice in 2017 —
offers degrees and certificate programs at campuses in all three Southwest Florida counties. Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort
Myers offers 57 undergraduate and 29 graduate degrees plus workshops and counseling for entrepreneurs on its 800-acre campus.
Also in Southwest Florida, two private universities: Hodges, with campuses in Naples and Fort Myers, and Ave Maria, a Catholic
university and town created by Domino’s Pizza founder Tom Monaghan.
Living in Florida's Southwest is state-of-the-art. Babcock Ranch, a 17,000-acre solar-powered community straddling Charlotte and
Lee counties, welcomed its first residents in January 2018. When fully built, the community will consist of 19,500 residential units
and 6 million square feet of commercial space.
And in downtown Punta Gorda, construction is scheduled to begin in fall 2018 on Allegiant Air Travel Company’s Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor. The 22-acre high-rise community will offer both resort accommodations in 275 hotel rooms and 800+
condominium units overlooking the Gulf of Mexico as well as restaurants, bars, shops, a marina, fitness center, medical facility and
grocery/pharmacy.
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